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MAYOR  MENINO,  AMITY  PAYE  (I)  AND  BEN  MORRIS  (I). 


or’s  Youth  Summit  was  hosted  on  March 
27,  but  the  date  was  changed  to  early  fall 
in  2005  as  students  thought  it  would  be 
more  worthwhile  to  have  the  summit  at 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  This  year, 
the  summit  was  pushed  even  earlier  to 
mid-September,  resulting  in  the  absence 
of  students  who  were  not  interested  in 
looking  for  activities  so  early  on  in  the 
year.  Another  difference  was  the  change  of 
day  and  time — from  Saturday  morning  to 
Friday  evening.  Some  students  who 
had  after  school  jobs  or  played  sports 
for  the  school  were  unable  to  attend 
because  of  this.  For  Kashun  Li  (I), 
who  holds  a  job  at  a  downtown  law 
firm,  and  Victoria  Tran  (I),  who  had  a 
volleyball  game  scheduled,  there  “just 
wasn’t  time.”  Joe  Higgins  (I),  a  South 
End  representative,  admitted,  “It  was 
really  difficult  getting  people  to  go.” 

Michael  Baskin  (I),  an  Allston/ 
Brighton  representative,  had  another  v 
explanation:  “The  real  reason  that 
so  many  people  did  not  come  was 
the  timing.  It  was  the  second  Friday 
of  the  school  year,  and  many  people 
had  already  made  plans  with  friends 
they  had  not  seen  in  months.  Taking 
the  circumstances  into  consideration, 
I’d  say  that  the  turnout  was  very  impres¬ 
sive.”  Such  is  true — before  the  start  of 
the  school  year,  less  than  500  youths  had 
registered  for  the  summit;  by  the  night  of 
September  15,  less  than  two  weeks  later, 
over  1,500  had  registered.  “If  we  got  over 
1,000  kids  to  sign  up  in  one  week  alone, 
just  imagine  how  many  we’d  be  able  to 
get  if  we  had  two,  three  more  weeks  to 
outreach  to  the  school  community.”  It 
will  be  up  to  next  year’s  council  to  decide 
whether  or  not  to  move  the  date  of  the 
summit  to  October  1,  as  it  had  been  in  the 
previous  year. 


By  Jessica  Pan,  I 

Staff  Writer 


On  the  evening  of  September  15, 
2006,  2,000  youths  from  the  Greater 
Boston  Area  flocked  into  the  Bank  of 
America  Pavilion.  The  event  was  the  12th 
annual  Mayor’s  Youth  Summit,  hosted 
and  organized  by  the  city’s  Mayor’s  Youth 
Council — of  which  a  third  belongs  to  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community.  To  the 
relief  of  students,  already  red-eyed 
and  groggy  from  endless  nights  of 
homework,  essays  and  test  crams; 
the  free  food,  amazing  performances 
and  plethora  of  resources  available 
was  a  welcome  alternative  to  a  Friday 
night  at  home. 

Latin  School  Council  mem¬ 
bers  quickly  spread  this  year’s  theme 
as  they  walked  through  the  hallways 
in  the  weeks  leading  up  to  the  event 
chanting,  “Bigger  than  your  what? 

It’s  bigger  than  your  block!”  The 
.  goal  of  the  summit  was  to  show  the 
youths  of  Boston  that  there  is  a  big 
world  out  there,  one  that  extends  far 
beyond  the  comforts  of  home  and  a 
familiar  neighborhood.  The  Council 
members  welcomed  the  teens  at  the  start 
of  the  summit  with  these  words:  “Open 
your  mind.  Appreciate  your  community. 
Be  Positive.  Don’t  sell  yourself  short.” 
Both  encouraging  and  concise,  such  op¬ 
timistic  tones  rang  throughout  the  rest 
of  the  summit. 

Just  like  summits  of  the  past,  the 
goal  of  September  15  was  not  only  to 
bring  youths  together  from  the  various 
schools  and  neighborhoods  that  tend  to 
separate  them,  but  also  to  bring  the  city 
of  Boston  to  the  youths.  That  evening, 
more  than  no  resource  tables  were  set 
up,  each  with  people  representing  differ¬ 


ent  organizations  and  programs  directed 
for  and/or  by  youths  all  through  the  city. 
Walking  along  the  back  of  the  stage  area, 
one  was  given  a  glimpse  of  all  that  Boston 
has  to  offer  for  students  with  all  sorts  of 
interests  and  hobbies — job  opportuni¬ 
ties,  summer  opportunities,  volunteer 
opportunities,  tutoring  services  and  so 
much  more.  Participating  organizations 
included,  but  were  not  limited  to,  Art¬ 
ists  for  Humanity,  Teens  in  Print,  Bird 


Street  Community  Center,  New  England 
Aquarium,  Teens  Leading  the  Way  and 
Youth  for  Human  Rights. 

Amity  Paye  (I),  one  of  the  MCs, 
thought  the  summit  was  a  great  success. 
“The  kids  made  more  use  of  the  resource 
tables  than  any  of  the  other  years,  and 
the  performances  were  definitely  more 
diverse,”  she  said.  Many  students  enjoyed 
themselves  that  evening.  “From  the  speakr 
ers  to  the  dancers  to  the  music,  it  was  a 
really  great  night,”  David  Whitaker  (I) 
said,  a  first  time  attendee  of  the  Summit. 
“I  learned  about  so  many  programs  within 
the  city  that  I  had  never  even  heard  of.  I 


would  definitely  go  again.” 

In  addition  to  the  more  traditional 
hip-hop  and  dance  performances  that 
continued  to  receive  rounds  of  applause 
year  after  year,  there  were  also  some 
cultural  pieces  that  the  crowd  enjoyed, 
including  a  Chinese  yo-yo  group.  “There 
were  so  many  people  who  were  eager 
to  participate  and  to  see  the  acts,”  said 
Julianne  Chan  (I),  a  Chinatown  repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  Mayor’s  Youth  Council. 


Overall,  she  thought  the  summit  was 
“energetic  and  fun-filled.”  Although  the 
entire  show  lasted  for  over  four  hours,  the 
crowd  never  lost  interest  and  kids  clapped 
and  cheered  until  the  very  last  performer 
left  the  stage. 

This  year’s  Mayor’s  Youth  Summit 
was  a  great  opportunity  to  see  some  truly 
spectacular  performances,  get  informa¬ 
tion  on  programs  the  city  offers  and  a  free 
dinner  to  boot,  but  many  students  chose 
not  to  attend  the  event.  There  had  been  at 
least  1,000  more  at  last  year’s  summit. 

Such  a  turnout  could  have  been  due 
to  the  date  of  the  event.  In  2004,  the  May- 


By  Barry  Tomasini,  I 

Staff  Wrter 


Boston  Latin  School  prides  itself  on 
the  fact  that  99  percent  of  Boston  Latin 
School  graduates  go  on  to  4-year  colleges, 
with  only  one  percent  pressing  other 
options.  College  is  indeed  the  inevitable 
future  for  almost  all  BLS  graduates  and  is 
viewed  by  all  as  both  a  tremendous  burden 
on  seniors,  and  a  fight  at  the  end  of  the 
six-year  (or  four,  for  some)  tunnel  that 
is  BLS.  The  Argo  will  be  following  four 
members  of  the  Class  of  2007  through 
their  college  selection  process:  Khue 
Nguyen,  Rashanna  Roach,  John  Walsh 
and  Jo  Werba. 

Each  has  had  varying  success  so  far 
in  completing  one  of  the  first  steps  toward 
applying  to  college:  securing  two  recom¬ 
mendations,  usually  from  the  student’s 
junior-  or  senior-year  teachers.  Khue, 
Rashanna,  John  and  Jo  have  all  asked  two 
teachers  to  write  recommendations,  but 
they  haven’t  all  completed  the  guidance 
department’s  standardized  forms.  The 
process  can  be  more  complicated  than  it 
sounds:  Khue,  for  example,  is  having  two 
teachers  from  her  junior  year  write  her 
recommendations,  but  her  selection  of 
possible  writers  was  narrowed  by  the  fact 


The  College  Climb 


that  some  of  her  potential  choices  have 
left  the  school  over  the  summer.  Certain 
teachers  will  request  more  spe¬ 
cialized  forms  so  they  can  write 
their  students  more  individualized 
recommendations;  others  require 
additional  information. 

The  science  teacher  from 
whom  Jo  is  requesting  a  recom¬ 
mendation  is  one  of  those  teach¬ 
ers.  Like  some  others,  he  requires 
a  completed  fist  of  exactly  which 
colleges  she  intends  to  apply  to 
before  writing  her  recommenda¬ 
tion.  Jo  is  still  in  the  process  of 
touring  various  colleges  and  de¬ 
ciding  where  she  intends  to  apply, 
despite  the  guidance  deadline  of 
a  final  fist  drawing  near.  She  has 
actually  stayed  overnight  at  one 
potential  school,  Warren  Wilson, 
where  she  got  a  taste  of  the  col¬ 
lege  atmosphere  and  even  a  class. 

She  already  has  a  fairly  firm  idea 
of  her  fist,  but  she  wants  to  talk 
more  with  her  college  advisor  before 
completely  finalizing  it. 

In  order  to  help  her  with  the  ap¬ 
plication  process,  Jo’s  parents  have  hired 
an  educational  consultant.  He  seems  to 
have  helped  so  fai — Jo  already  has  an 


interview  arranged  for  the  University 
of  Delaware  on  Sunday,  her  second  col¬ 


lege  interview  (her  first  was  for  Warren 
Wilson).  Of  her  interview  experience,  Jo 
didn’t  have  much  to  say.  When  the  topic 
was  broached,  there  was  a  long,  nervous- 
sounding  silence;  however,  instead  of  a 
pause  from  anxiety  or  fear,  she’d  merely 


bent  over  while  hanging  her  laundry  and 
lost  connection.  Even  when  it  was  rees¬ 
tablished,  her  words  were  limited — her 
first  interview  was  “Good,  good,  good.  It 
was  pretty  painless.” 

Jo,  however,  has  a  bit  of  an  advantage 
that  some  other  students  share,  namely 
prior  experience  with  job  interviews.  Just 
looking  for  a  position  last  summer,  she 
was  interviewed  twice  and  accepted  for 
both  positions.  Of  course,  anyone  who 
has  shared  a  class  with  her  knows  when 
she  claims  “I  don’t  have  issues  talking  to 
people,”  she  is  in  no  way  exaggerating. 

She  is  not  home  free,  however:  un¬ 
like  many  other  seniors,  she  has  not  given 
a  second  thought  to  her  college  essays. 
“I  didn’t  even  look  at  the  questions,”  she 
admitted. 

Jo  is  not  the  only  one  avoiding  the 
essays,  however.  John  also  hasn’t  started 
and  doesn’t  have  a  clue  what  to  write 
about  yet.  He  is  also  still  in  the  process 
of  submitting  his  recommendation  forms, 
although  two  teachers  have  agreed  to 
write  his. 

Unlike  Jo,  however,  when  asked  for 
his  final  fist,  John  replied  nonchalantly,  “I 
can  give  you  all  of  them.  I  don’t  care.” 
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(The  Argo  staff  members  wish  to  express 
their  sadness  at  the  recent  death  of 
j  history  teacher  Ms.  Filipi.  An  article  in 
|  her  memory  will  appear  in  the  second 

issue  of  this  year. 
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He  paused,  then  confessed,  “I 
forgot  them.”  A  second  later,  however, 
he  listed  the  names  with  no  hesitation: 
Emerson  College,  Boston  University, 
Boston  College,  UMass  Amherst,  and 
Ithaca  College  (a  school  “in  upstate  New 
York,  in  the  middle  of  nowhere”).  He  will 
also  apply  to  Suffolk  University,  which 
interests  him  and  simultaneously  serves 
as  a  safety  school. 

When  asked  about  his  standardized 
tests,  John  was  less  prepared.  “I  need  to 
sign  up  for  those  now,  don’t  I,”  he  mused; 
then,  after  a  short  pause  due  to  panic 
regarding  SATs,  he  stated  that  “the  late 
registration  deadline  was...  yesterday.” 
He  was,  however,  surprisingly  calm  at 
having  missed  the  test;  as  he  viewed  it, 
“Either  I  could  throw  a  fit  and  not  take 
it,  or  I  could  just  not  take  it.”  He  has 
already  completed  the  SAT  I  and  two 
SAT  subject  tests  as  well. 

Some,  like  Khue,  embrace  dead¬ 
lines  much  more  easily  than  John.  Ap¬ 
plying  Early  Action  to  Harvard,  her  final 
deadline  is  the  first  of  November,  when 
she  will  have  to  submit  her  completed 
application,  essays  and  recommenda¬ 
tions.  This  year,  Khue  will  be  among  the 
last  students  to  apply  early  and  receive  a 
decision  by  mid-December,  as  Harvard 
is  terminating  its  Early  Action  program 
next  year. 

In  order  to  apply  early,  many  col¬ 
leges,  including  Harvard,  require  an 
interview.  Like  Jo,  Khue  was  very  pleased 
with  the  way  hers  went.  She  claimed 
“it  was  more  of  a  conversation  than  an 
interrogation.”  She  believes  that  this  is 
because  the  interviewer’s  goal  was  to  get 
to  know  her  as  a  person  and  a  student, 
rather  than  just  why  she  feels  that  she 
deserves  a  seat  at  their  college.  She  re¬ 
calls  discussing  the  gubernatorial  debates 
with  her  interviewer,  since  she  did  aWard 
Fellowship  in  Governor  Romney’s  office 
this  summer. 

Very  few  students,  however,  are 
on  top  of  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
crucial  parts  of  the  application  process: 
the  dreaded  essay.  Rashanna  is  a  notable 
exception;  although  she  confessed  to  not 


being  very  far  along  in  the  process  of 
applying,  she  has  already  written  one  of 
the  three  essays  she  will  need.  Rashanna 
is  applying  to  many  historically  black 
schools,  with  hopes  of  one  day  being  a 
young  people’s  lawyer.  The  senior  class 
vice  president  says  that  she  is  afraid  to 
apply  to  schools,  since  she  has  never 
been  turned  down  from  something  and 
fears  that  she’ll  feel  like  she  “failed”  if  she 
doesn’t  get  into  the  schools  she  wants. 

Rashanna  may  be  on  top  of  her  es¬ 
says,  but  she’s  still  approaching  her  SATs, 


which  she  will  tackle  in  November — this 
gives  her  an  extra  month  to  prepare  and 
be  ready  for  those  intimidating  yet  nec¬ 
essary  tests. 

It  is  college  hunting  season  at  BLS, 
and  it  is  sure  to  be  filled,  as  always,  with 
both  joyful  celebrations  of  acceptances 
and  the  more  melancholy,  masochistical¬ 
ly  pleasing  “Wall  of  Shame”  postings  for 
the  rejection  letters.  For  Jo,  John,  Khue, 
Rashanna  and  the  rest  of  the  members 
of  the  Class  of  2007,  there  is  still  a  long 
road  ahead. 
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Although  many  teachers  at  Boston 
Latin  have  a  distinct  reputation  within 
the  school  and  seem  to  have  become  an 
integral  part  of  the  building,  new  and 
returning  faculty  members  promise  to 
make  this  year  truly  exciting.  With  an 
exotic  melange  of  backgrounds  and 
experiences,  they  have  a  lot  to  offer  to 
Boston  Latin  students. 


Ms.  Andrea  Encarnacao,  an  ap¬ 
proachable  guidance  counselor  with  a 
charming  smile,  brings  great  enthusiasm 
and  motivation  to  the  school.  She  first 
came  to  Boston  Latin  as  an  intern  and 
an  ACCESS  counselor  for  financial  aid 
three  years  ago  and  started  working  as  a 
counselor  this  year.  Ms.  Encarnacao  feels 
that  the  school  “ended  up  being  a  great 
match”  for  her.  She  enjoys  the  unity  of  the 
guidance  team,  and  is  making  it  her  goal  to 
reach  out  to  as  many  students  as  possible 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  She  adds,  “I  am 
also  coaching  soccer  here  at  the  school, 
which  has  been  a  joy.  My  previous  school 
did  not  have  teams.” 


History  teacher  Ms.  Stania  Alexis, 
a  former  Latin  School  student,  wants  her 
students  to  “learn  to  analyze  and  learn 
to  form  opinions.”  This  confident  young 
teacher  is  a  graduate  of  UMass  Amherst. 


Mr.  Michael  Britto  also  received 
his  undergraduate  degree  from  UMass 
Amherst  and  his  master’s  in  history  from 
UMass  Boston.  As  another  alumnus  of 
the  Boston  Latin,  he  is  able  to  relate  to 
the  students,  having  once  been  “in  their 
shoes.” 


Mr.  Eric  Simoneau  brings  a  variety 
of  knowledge  to  the  school  with  his 
degrees  in  mechanical  engineering  and 
mathematical  finance,  as  well  as  his  ex¬ 
perience  as  an  engineer.  Mr.  Simoneau 
asserts,  “I  came  to  Boston  Latin  School 
to  teach  the  best  of  the  best.  It’s  an  honor 
to  have  this  job  and  work  with  such  great 
students.”  He  has  taught  for  two  years  in 
Miami  and  one  year  in  his  native  town 
of  Lowell. 


The  lovely  Ms.  Kristy  Ferreira  adds 
some  Brazilian  flavor  to  the  English  de¬ 
partment  as  well.  This  Emmanuel  college 
graduate  liked  the  idea  of  a  30-second 
commute  to  Latin  School,  where  she 
interned  with  Mrs.  Inez  Middleton,  who 
retired  last  year,  so  she  decided  to  stay  as 
a  teacher.  Ms.  Ferreira  points  out  that  “the 
business  of  education  is  taken  seriously  by 
students  AND  teachers,  and  that  is  the 
best  type  of  environment  to  be  working 
in!”  Some  Boston  Latin  students  know  this 
'  young 'teacher  as  the  step  squad  advisor. 


Another  energetic  gym  teacher 
is  Ms.  Averrill  Roberts,  who  wants  her 
students  to  know  that  “people  do  not 
care  what  you  know  until  they  know  you 
care.”  Ms.  Roberts  likes  the  respect  and 
trust  between  past  and  present  members 
of  Boston  Latin,  School,  and  hopes  to 'be¬ 
come  aft  atctive  part- of  that 'community. 


Math  teacher  Mr.  Timothy  Mc- 
Quade  came  to  teach  at  the  school  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  Latin  School  graduate.  He 
comments,  “BLS  feels  like  a  place  that  has 
an  extraordinary  level  of  support  for  both 
students  and  teachers.”  Since  this  is  Mr. 
McQuade’s  first  year  at  Boston  Latin,  he 
feels  intimidated  by  the  time  constraint 
of  the  45-minute  periods.  Overall,  this 
math  teacher  feels  that  “it  is  advantageous 
to  have  students  who  are  so  committed 
to  excellence  in  the  classroom.” 


Ms.  Virginia  Reiner,  currently 
training  to  run  her  seventh  marathon, 
puts  education  on  the  fast  track.  This 
geometry  and  computer  science  teacher 
has  worked  for  Edusoft,  an  educational 
software  company,  before  receiving  her 
master’s  in  education  from  Harvard  last 
year.  She  has  worked  at  the  Snowden 
International  School  before  coming  here. 
“There  is  nothing  more  exciting  to  me 
as  a  teacher  than  working  with  students 
who  are  interested  in  learning,”  Ms. 
Reiner  says. 


Ms.  Karen  Greaves,  although  in¬ 
timidated  by  memorizing  all  200  of  her 
students’  names,  says,  “It  is  important 
that  my  students  know  I  value  them 
as  individuals.”  She  hopes  to  teach  her 
English  students  critical  thinking  skills, 
and  is  proud  to  help  them  in  their  quest 
for  excellence  along  with  the  supportive 
faculty  of  Boston  Latin. 


Mr.  Brendan  Smith  of  the  Physical 
Education  department  opens  his  first  year 
of  teaching  here  with  a  strong  message: 
“Physical  education  is  key.  If  you  want 
to  be  fit,  start  now.”  The  athletic-looking 
teacher  adds,  “The  kids,  the  school. ..it’s 
great.” 


Mr.  Lawrence  Spezzano,  a  science 
teacher,  attended  Boston  Latin  from 
1987  to  1993.  It  was  the  school’s  high 
standard  of  education  and  strong  spirit 
that  brought  him  back.  Mr.  Spezzano 
brings  great  energy  to  the  science  depart¬ 
ment.  He  remarks,  “I  feel  eager  to  get 
important  ideas  in  science  and  history 
out  to  students  who  may  be  traditionally 
reluctant  or  generally  afraid  of  this  type 
of  course.”  This  teacher  firmly  believes 
that  his  obligation  to  students  is  to  “keep 
‘em  interested.” 


Back  by  popular  demand,  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ter  Sullivan  has  been  a  “M.U.V.  (Man  of 
Unknown  Vocation)”  for  several  years  as 
a  stay-at-home  dad.  Mr.  Sullivan  has  been 
somewhat  disquieted  by  the  harried,  ex¬ 
hausted  Boston  Latin  School  students.  To 
him,  “It  just  does  not  seem  possible  that 
the  alma  mater  of  men  who  spit  in  the 
face  of  British  tyranny,  and  first  imagined 
an  America  without  slavery  could  hope  to 
inspire  its  young  people  with  the  sorting 
and  primping  process  that  colleges  hoist 
upon  us.”  Hopefully,  Mr.  Sullivan’s  expe¬ 
riences  in  teaching  English  will  prove  to 
be  more  fruitful  and  rewarding  this  time 
around. 
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Three  Colleges  Eliminate  Early  Admission 
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This  past  September,  three  leading 
colleges  implemented  major  decisions 
that  may  greatly  change  the  nature  of 
the  college  admissions  process.  Instead 
of  providing  the  option  for  prospective 
students  to  apply  early,  Harvard  College, 
Princeton  University  and  the  University 
of  Virginia  (UVA)  have  now  established  a 
single  deadline  for  all  applicants. 

Two  types  of  early  admission  pro¬ 
grams  have  been  used  by  colleges  and  1 
universities,  both  of  which  allow  students 
to  apply  before  the  regular  deadlines  in 
order  to  receive  the  school’s  decision  of 
acceptance  as  early  as  December.  Early 
decision,  a  “binding”  program,  requires 
students  who  have  been  accepted  to  en¬ 
roll  in  that  specific  college.  Many  colleges, 
however,  have  a  similar  “non-binding” 
program,  known  as  early  action,  which 
permits  students  to  apply  to  other  col¬ 
leges  as  well.  This  type  of  program  has 
been  very  accommodating  to  prospective 
undergraduates  across  the  country;  these 
students  are  able  to  apply  earlier  to  a 
school  and  guarantee  themselves  a  seat 
in  a  preferred  college  if  accepted. 

The  early  admissions  process,  how¬ 
ever,  is  stressful  and  hectic  not  only  for  the 
students  themselves,  who  often  struggle 
to  fulfill  accelerated  application  require¬ 
ments  along  with  completing  school 
assignments,  but  also  for  the  counselors 
and  teachers,  who  frantically  have  to  write 
their  recommendations  in  a  scramble  to 
meet  deadlines  of  their  own.  Addition¬ 
ally,  early  admission  is  often  viewed  as 
a  privileged  option  for  high-income 
families  who  can  easily  afford  the  cost  of 
a  university  education.  These  external  and 
internal  factors  have  prompted  Harvard, 
Princeton  and,  most  recently,  UVA  to 
eliminate  their  early  admission  programs 
starting  with  the  high  school  graduates  of 
the  Class  of  2008.  Consequently,  under 
graduates,  parents,  faculty,  deans  and  the 
general  public  have  raised  questions  con¬ 
cerning  this  rather  sensitive  issue;  many 
are  wondering  if  and  how  these  changes 
will  affect  the  overall  college  application 
process. 

Harvard  College  announced  its  de¬ 
cision  to  end  the  early  admission  program 
on  September  12,  2006  as  an  attempt  to 
simplify  the  college  admissions  process  as 
well  as  to  improve  diversity  in  its  applicant 
pool.  Harvard  Interim  President  Derek 
Bok  explained  this  decision,  stating,  “The 
college  admissions  process  has  become 
too  pressured,  too  complex,  and  too 
vulnerable  to  public  cynicism.  We  hope 
that  doing  away  with  early  admission  will 
improve  the  process  and  make  it  simpler 
and  fairer.”  Under  the  new  policy,  all  ap¬ 
plicants  will  submit  to  a  single  application 
deadline  of  January  1  starting  next  fall. 

Following  Harvard’s  announce¬ 
ment,  Princeton  University  also  decided 
to  eliminate  its  early  admission  program 
on  September  18,  citing  the  goal  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  admission  process  more  fair  and 
equitable  to  all.  “In  recent  years  we  have 
instituted  the  most  generous  financial 
aid  program  in  the  country,  and  we  have 
significantly  increased  the  diversity  of 
our  student  body.  We  believe  that  a  single 
admission  process  will  encourage  an  even 
broader  pool  of  excellent  students  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  Princeton,  knowing  that  they  will 
be  considered  at  the  same  time  and  on 
the  same  terms  as  all  other  applicants,” 
said  Princeton  President  Shirley  M. 
Tilghman.  Similar  to  the  new  policy  at 
Harvard,  Princeton’s  decision  will  not  be 
implemented  until  Fall  2007. 


The  University  of  Virginia,  the 
third  institution  to  end  its  early  decision 
program,  did  so  for  similar  reasons  as 
the  predecessors  of  this  change.  Unlike 
the  “non-binding”  early  action  program 
at  Harvard,  the  binding  early  decision 
program  requires  students  to  enroll  if 
granted  admission.  For  students  from 


lowerincome  backgrounds,  this  elimi¬ 
nates  the  option  of  reviewing  financial  aid 
offers  from  several  schools  before  making 
the  final  decision  regarding  matriculation. 
“While  our  staff  had  discussed  the  pros 
and  cons  of  eliminating  early  decision 
or  moving  to  an  early  action  plan  that  is 
not  binding,  the  reality  of  how  few  low- 
income  students  apply  for  any  early  plans 
really  was  compelling  for  me,”  explained 
John  Blackburn,  dean  of  admissions  at 
UVA. 

“Early  admission  programs  tend  to 
advantage  the  advantaged,”  Bok  stated, 
addressing  one  of  the  main  concerns  of 
early  admission  programs.  An  economi¬ 
cally,  racially  and  academically  diverse 
student  body  is  the  goal  of  many  top-tier 
colleges.  They  seek  to  form  the  strongest 
and  most  well-rounded  freshman  class 
possible,  striving  to  eliminate  factors  that 
may  hinder  the  process.  Therefore,  since 
early  admissions  give  students  of  more 
privileged  and  sophisticated  backgrounds 
the  advantage,  often  to  the  detriment  of 
foreign  or  minority  students,  Harvard, 
Princeton  and  UVA  are  now  experiment¬ 
ing  with  a  single  and  unified  admission 
deadline. 

The  desire  to  amplify  students’s 
academic  experience  is  another  important 
concern  regarding  early  admission  pro¬ 
grams.  Jeremy  R.  Knowles,  Interim  Dean 
of  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Harvard, 
explained,  “The  frenzy  that  surrounds 
college  admissions  threatens  important 
educational  values,  and  early  admission 
programs  are  part  of  the  problem.  These 
programs  distort  the  high  school  experi¬ 
ence  by  forcing  both  students  and  colleges 
to  commit  prematurely,  based  only  upon 
the  record  at  the  end  of  the  student’s 
junior  year.”  Prolonging  the  college  ap¬ 
plication  deadline  will  not  only  encour 
age  students  to  focus  on  their  academic 
experience  during  the  last  semesters  of 
high  school,  but  will  also  strengthen  the 
integrity  of  applicant  records  as  more 
substantiation  of  each  student’s  academic 
career  will  be  available  for  colleges.  “I 
hope  that  our  decision  to  eliminate  early 
action  will  help  to  turn  down  the  heat 
on  admissions,”  Knowles  continued,  “al¬ 
lowing  students,  parents  and  teachers  to 
continue  to  focus  their  energies  on  the 
joys  and  rigors  of  education  itself.” 

Additionally,  Sally  Harty,  the  se¬ 
nior  admissions  and  financial  aid  officer 
for  Harvard  College  who  evaluates  the 


applications  of  all  Boston  Latin  School 
students,  explained  that  “the  idea  was 
to  review  the  change  in  policy  so  it  will 
accomplish  what  we  hope  to  accomplish: 
to  give  students  more  time  to  decide 
on  their  college  plans.  Students  feel  dif¬ 
ferently  about  their  ideal  college  in  the 
spring  of  their  junior  year  and  October  of 


their  senior  year.  Having  more  time  does 
make  sense.” 

These  changes  in  policies  reflect  a 
common  concern  about  the  binding  con¬ 
tract  for  early  decision  schools:  the  lack 
of  economical  flexibility  for  students  from 
lowerincome  backgrounds.  In  recent 
years,  only  one  percent  of  early  decision 
applicants  for  UVA  filed  financial  aid 
forms.  Although  they  meet  UVA’s  quali¬ 
fications,  many  students  from  economi¬ 
cally  disadvantaged  families,  thinking 
it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  afford  the 
expenses,  do  not  apply  at  all — one  of  the 
reasons  why  UVA  has  decided  to  change 
its  policy 

Harvard  College  has  also  attempted 
to  attract  more  applicants  of  lowerin¬ 
come  backgrounds  by  offering  families 
with  incomes  less  than  $60,000  no  fi¬ 
nancial  responsibility.  As  a  result,  85.3% 
of  the  admitted  applicants  who  were 
eligible  for  the  HFAI  (which  was  around 
25%)  matriculated  into  the  college.  Harty 
reasserts  that  even  though  Harvard  is 
already  quite  diverse,  “there  is  room  for 
even  more  economically  diverse  students 
in  the  future,  keeping  the  doors  open  for 
those  students.  We’re  hoping  that  it  will 
open  gates  to  a  more  equitable  admissions 
process.”  For  many  inner  city  kids,  early 
options  are  either  unheard  of  or  miscon¬ 
strued.  Some  do  not  know  the  difference 
between  early  action  and  early  decision. 
By  offering  only  one  process,  some  of 
the  confusion  and  misconceptions  about 
financial  obligations  can  be  eliminated. 

Most  Latin  School  students,  how¬ 
ever,  can  easily  distinguish  each  type  of 
early  admissions  policy.  When  asked  if  stu¬ 
dents  here  would  be  compelled  to  apply 
early  to  other  schools  instead  of  regular 
to  Harvard  next  year,  Harvard  Admissions 
Officer  Harty  replied,  “I  hope  students 
will  not  feel  pressured  to  apply  early  and 
they  decide  on  a  chance  to  apply  to  Har¬ 
vard.  I  am  in  nearly  constant  contact  with 
the  counselors  and  Ms.  Kelley.  We  want 
to  encourage  students  to  wait  and  not 
pull  themselves  out  of  the  pool  in  order 
to  resolve  an  early  decision.” 

With  Harvard  and  Princeton  al¬ 
ready  on  the  “eliminate  early”  bandwagon, 
other  Ivy  League  colleges  are  being  af¬ 
fected  by  their  fellow  colleges’s  decision. 
Nonetheless,  all  other  Ivies — Brown, 
Columbia,  Cornell,  Dartmouth,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  and  Yale — have 
acknowledged  that  they  will  keep  their 


early  admissions  options  for  now.  UPenn 
dean  of  admissions,  Lee  Stetson,  said  in 
an  official  statement,  “The  early  admis¬ 
sions  process  has  been  very  successful 
for  us  and  for  our  students.”  Columbia 
University  remains  positive  about  its  early 
admissions  program  as  well,  stating  that 
“it  has  not  been  our  experience  that  our 
early  admission  program  has  negatively 
impacted  our  ability  to  create  a  diverse 
class.”  Georgetown  University  quickly 
criticized  the  extremities  to  which 
Harvard  went  in  its  decision,  suggest¬ 
ing  that  the  college  “could  have  taken 
some  intermediate  steps  first,”  such  as 
simply  lowering  the  acceptance  rate  in 
the  early  action  round.  Furthermore, 
Dickinson  College’s  vice  president  of 
enrollment,  Robert  J.  Massa,  suggested 
that  Harvard’s  decision  will  not  fix  the 
problem  if  low-income  students  are  not 
aware  of  their  options.  Many  colleges, 
however,  have  acknowledged  the  bold¬ 
ness  of  Harvard’s  initiative  and  note 
that  its  influence  cannot  be  underesti¬ 
mated. 

A  very  different  response,  how¬ 
ever,  resonates  from  the  Boston  Latin 
guidance  counselors,  many  of  whom 
fully  support  Harvard’s  new  goals  and 
priorities  in  focusing  on  the  needs  of  the 
student  rather  than  the  advantages  of  the 
early  admissions  frenzy  In  an  interview, 
Mr.  Jim  Montague,  Director  of  Guidance 
and  Support  Services,  welcomed  the  new 
policy  because  it  was  able  to  curtail  the 
“advantage  to  kids  that  are  already  ad¬ 
vantaged  and  can  afford  to  apply  to  early 
decision  schools. ...I  guess  my  overall  opin¬ 
ion  is  that  Harvard  and  Princeton  are  not 
the  problem,  but  part  of  the  solution.  For 
some  students,  early  decision  makes  sense, 
but  for  the  majority,  it  cannot  be  done.” 
He  does  believe  that  the  decision  will 
not  greatly  affect  the  number  of  students 
applying  to  Harvard  next  year  because 
students  from  Boston  Latin  have  always 
been  drawn  to  Harvard;  many  are  bound 
to  apply  in  the  regular  decision  round. 

It  is  the  rush  of  writing  recom¬ 
mendations  and  transcripts  to  be  sent  to 
colleges  so  early  in  the  school  year  that 
stresses  the  guidance  counselors.  Ms. 
Andrea  Encarnacao,  the  newest  counselor 
at  Boston  Latin,  honestly  expressed  her 
opinions  on  the  transition:  “Personally,  it’s 
good  for  the  counselors  who  have  to  get 
in  things  quickly  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  Getting  to  know  students  in  a  month 
or  two  is  difficult.  [The  decision]  is  both 
helpful  and  relieving.”  She  noted  that  it 
would  be  interesting  to  see  how  the  num¬ 
bers  of  applicants  for  Harvard  next  year 
would  compare  to  previous  years.  As  for 
the  future  of  early  decision,  she  believed 
“other  colleges  will  probably  follow  suit. 
Harvard  has  seen  the  stress  and  is  trying 
to  even  out  the  playing  field.” 

The  general  reaction  of  high  schools 
has  been  “overwhelmingly  positive,” 
said  Harty,  who  mentioned  that  a  head¬ 
master  in  New  Jersey  even  sent  to  the 
undergraduate  admissions  office  an  ex¬ 
travagant  floral  arrangement  in  gratitude 
for  its  egalitarian  endeavors.  Since  the 
announcement,  the  Harvard  admissions 
office  has  received  a  deluge  of  letters  and 
cards  not  only  from  counselors,  but  also 
from  parents  expressing  appreciation 
for  Harvard’s  efforts  to  make  the  col¬ 
lege  process  better  and  its  focus  on  what 
students  need  and  the  academic  quality 
of  their  senior  year.  The  effectiveness  of 
the  new  policy,  however,  remains  to  be 
determined;  this  experiment  cannot  be 
evaluated  until  two  years  from  now.  There 
is  no  guarantee  concerning  the  success  of 
these  new  policies  and  changes.  As  Harty 
said,  “we’ll  have  to  wait  and  see.” 


THE  COMMON  APPLICATION. 


Boston  Latin 


School  Argo 


Forum 


No  More  Worm  for  the  Early  Bird 


Early  action  is  when  a  student  submits  his  or  her  college  application  before  the  regular  deadline.  The  student  is 
then  notified  as  to  whether  he  or  she  is  accepted  before  the  regular  deadline.  Early  action ,  unlike  early  decision 

implies  that  the  student  is  not  bound  to  attend  if  accepted. 


By  Jo  Werba,  I  By  Olena  Savytska,  I 
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I  have  visited  a  variety  of  colleges  over  the  past  year, 
searching  for  the  perfect  place  to  apply,  and  one  thing  has 
become  remarkably  clear:  colleges  are  often  dominated  by 
wealthy,  white  students.  Elite  liberal  arts  colleges  are  so 
expensive  and  selective  that  many  poorer  students  do  not 
even  bother  to  apply.  This  is  why  I  think  Harvard’s  decision 
to  end  its  Early  Action  policy  is  good  idea. 

While  Harvard  Early  Action  was  non-binding,  the  ap¬ 
plicants  accepted  made  up  about  a  third  of  their  incoming 
class.  Admissions  officers  have  noticed  that  those  students 
who  manage  to  apply  early  are  students  coming  from  bet¬ 
ter  schools  in  wealthier  districts  with  guidance  counselors 
to  help  them  and  the  financial  freedom  to  accept  going  to 
Harvard  without  comparing  financial  packages.  It  would 
be  very  difficult  to  apply  early  to  Harvard  without  knowl¬ 
edgeable  and  supportive  guidance  because  their  deadlines 
are  so  early  in  the  school  year.  By  mid-September  interview 
dates  for  Harvard  are  already  established.  By  changing  their 
system  so  that  there  is  only  one  deadline,  Harvard  admis¬ 
sions  officers  hope  to  see  a  more  diversified  applicant  pool 
in  the  future. 

This  is  an  admirable  goal.  College  should  be  something 
available  to  all  people  regardless  of  economic  situation,  and 
good  students  from  any  district  should  have  the  chance  to 
apply  to  the  nation’s  top  schools  without  being  penalized 
for  the  lack  of  resources  or  guidance  counselors.  Harvard 
has  the  means  and  the  ability  to  significantly  increase  the 
number  of  minority  and  low-income  students.  With  a  huge 
endowment,  money  is  not  much  of  a  problem.  With  such 
resources,  they  should  do  everything  in  their  power  to  level 
the  playing  field  so  that  not  only  the  elite  from  places  like 
Milton  Academy,  but  also  the  students  with  records  that 
are  just  as  good  who  attend  English  High,  but  for  whom 
tuition  is  a  significant  problem.  I  do  realize  that  private  and 
well-endowed  schools  generally  produce  better  test  scores, 
but  that  doesn’t  mean  that  a  student  from  another  school 
would  not  do  as  well  if  given  the  opportunity.  By  changing 
their  policy  Harvard  is  giving  most  people  at  least  a  little  bit 
more  of  an  opportunity.  This  is  not  to  say  that  Harvard  will 
not  be  accepting  a  weaker  class,  but  that  the  academically 
elite  will  come  from  a  variety  of  places.  Many  students  are 
already  at  a  disadvantage,  and  early  admission  exascerbates 
the  problem  because  only  those  students  savvy  with  regards 
to  the  college  process  have  a  chance  to  apply.  Some  colleges 
use  early  admission  to  secure  a  strong  incoming  class,  which 
is  completely  understandable.  For  such  colleges  eliminating 
early  admissions  may  not  be  possible,  but  for  the  very  elite 
and  well-known  who  have  no  fear  of  losing  good  students 
have  no  need  for  an  early  admissions  option. 

While  early  admissions  may  make  the  college  process 
less  chaotic,  for  some  the  price  Harvard  pays  in  diversity 
is  not  worth  it.  Part  of  a  complete  education  is  being  with 
people  of  different  backgrounds,  and  part  of  being  a  good 
education  facility  is  bringing  people  with  different  experi¬ 
ences  together  and  offers  the  absolute  best  education  to 
each  of  them.  By  trying  to  increase  the  diversity  of  the 
school,  Harvard  is  not  only  helping  minority  students  but 
also  everyone  else  who  attends  or  will  attend  Harvard.  So, 
yes,  this  decision  might  mean  the  college  process  is  a  little 
more  chaotic  for  the  few  who  are  applying  to  Harvard 
early,  but  it  is  a  small  price  to  pay  for  what  Harvard  and 
Harvard’s  students  .stand,  to  gainfrom  the  removal1  of  early 
admissions. 


Going  to  college  is  an  uncertain  process  that  looms  large 
during  senior  year.  “Where  am  I  going  to  go?  Am  I  going  to  get 
into  my  top  choice?”  These  questions  plague  many  students, 
particularly  the  students  at  academically  rigorous  Boston  Latin 
School.  An  Early  Action  program  at  a  college  or  university  gives 
seniors  some  degree  of  certainty  about  where  they  will  go  to 
school  as  early  as  December,  allowing  them  to  know  that  they 
have  been  accepted  halfway  through  their  final  year  of  high 
school. 

Starting  with  the  applications  of  the  Class  of  2008,  Har¬ 
vard  College  will  eliminate  its  Early  Action  program.  Nearly 
30  BLS  seniors  are  applying  to  Harvard  early  this  year,  but 
current  juniors  and  subsequent  classes  will  not  have  this  great 
opportunity. 

Harvard’s  arguments  for  eliminating  Early  Action,  at  first 
glance,  are  sufficiently  weighty  The  institution  is  looking  to 
avoid  giving  early  applicants  an  unfair  advantage  over  those  ap¬ 
plying  by  the  regular  deadline.  Harvard  also  wants  to  use  the  time 
previously  dedicated  to  Early  Admissions  to  reach  out  to  more 
prospective  students.  It  is  fair  to  say,  in  any  event,  that  a  single 
batch  of  applicants  is  far  easier  to  handle  than  the  headache  of 
two  admissions  cycles. 

This  does  not  justify  the  removal  of  a  long-standing  pro¬ 
gram  present  at  many  other  competitive  schools.  It  is  not  fair 
to  deprive  students  of  the  Early  Action  option  in  the  uncertain 
world  of  college  admissions.  “This  decision  is  quite  unfortunate 
for  talented  students  who  can  get  in  early  and  not  worry  about 
writing  any  more  applications  once  they  get  into  Harvard,” 
Lidiya  Petrova  (I)  comments. 

As  to  claims  that  Early  Action  “advantages  the  advan¬ 
taged,”  the  program  cannot  be  condemned.  While  it  is  true 
that  affluent  students  apply  early  more  often  than  lowerincome 
students,  applying  under  the  Early  Action  program  does  not 
make  the  cost  of  tuition  higher  than  applying  by  the  regular 
deadline.  In  any  event,  students  have  the  opportunity  to  apply 
for  need-based  scholarships  if  they  do  in  fact  qualify  academi¬ 
cally,  no  matter  when  they  are  accepted. 

The  Early  Action  program  allows  Harvard  to  select  future 
pupils  who  are  truly  willing  and  eager  to  attend  the  institution, 
and  are  fairly  certain  that  they  will  indeed  choose  Harvard  over 
other  schools.  Alan  Sicairos  (I)  says,  “I  am  outraged.  Now  instead 
of  being  able  to  stop  all  of  their  college  processes,  students  will 
have  to  continue  applying  and  working  hard,  even  though  they 
would  anyways.  It  is  shocking  that  such  a  prolific  school  would 
choose  not  to  accept  any  early  applications.”  Harvard  is  incon¬ 
siderate  to  discourage  these  individuals  by  leaving  them  to  an 
extra  four  months  of  anxiety. 

The  quality  of  the  Harvard  student  body  may  also  suffer 
from  the  “reform.”  Harvard  will  not  be  able  to  truly  select  the 
perfect  match  from  the  giant  batch  of  applications  that  will 
be  processed  at  the  same  time.  Breaking  admissions  up  gives 
admissions  officers  more  of  a  chance  to  “shop  around”  for  the 
perfect  student  body. 

Harvard’s  decision  to  end  early  action  may  have  effects 
beyond  Cambridge.  This  top  choice  school  will  likely  be  imitated 
by  others.  If  Early  Action  starts  to  die  out,  students  will  find  it 
somewhat  more  difficult  to  get  into  colleges.  An  early  application 
is  a  signal  to  a  college  that  it  is  a  student’s  first  choice,  and  makes 
it  more  tempting  for  the  college  to  accept  that  student. 

Early  Action  is  not  a  dangerous  epidemic  that  must  be 
eradicated  -  it  is  just  another  way  to  apply  to  Harvard.  A  step 
that  Harvard  believes,  will  attract  more  applicants  is,  in  fact, .just 
the  closing  of  an  admissions  gate. 


Page  5 

— Forum  — 
Question 

Do  you  agree  with  Harvard's 
decision  to  end  its  early  action 
program? 


“Yes,  because  it  sends  a  message 
to  many  other  colleges  that  may  be 
misusing  early  decision  and  early  action 
programs.  Harvard  is  not  part  of  the 
problem,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  part  of 
the  solution.” 


— Mr.  Montague,  Guidance 


“I  think  it’s  a  good  decision  because 
it  gives  everyone  an  equal  chance  in  get¬ 
ting  into  Harvard.” 


— John  Bautista,  II 


“Yes,  because  Harvard’s  early  action 
creates  a  lot  of  stress  on  the  student  body. 
Hopefully  other  colleges  will  follow.” 


“I  understand  why  they're  doing  it 
because  they’re  looking  for  the  best  pool 
of  applicants  and  it  is  unfair  to  the  people 
who  apply  later.” 


— Morgon  Banks,  II 


“No,  because  it  lets  students  know 
where  they  are  going  to  college  earlier,  so 
senior  year  is  less  stressful.” 


— Tony  Huang,  II 


“If  other  schools  have  early  action, 
why  not  Harvard?  It's  not  different  from 
any  other  college,  ”  ■ 

— Tricia  Dougherty,  I  . 
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My  Very  Educated  Mother  Just  Served  Us  Nine... 


By  Abby  Brown,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


On  August  25,  2006,  a  committee 
of  2500  scientists  decided  that  our  highly 
learned  mothers  were  no  longer  serving  us 
nine  pies.  (You  may  recall,  in  elementary 
school,  having  to  recite  the  mnemonic  de¬ 
vice  “my  very  educated  mother  just  served 
us  nine  pies”  to  remember  the  planets 
and  their  order.)  That’s  right  -  from  that 
moment  on,  Pluto  was  no  longer  a  planet. 
After  its  discovery  in  1930,  the  scientific 
community  had  actually  been  debating  its 
status  as  a  “planet”  for  years...  until  now. 
Pluto  is  now  classified  as  a  “dwarf  planet” 
because  of  its  relatively  small  size.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  it  earned  this  classification  for  its 
highly  elliptical  and  irregular  orbit  that 
sometimes  crosses  into  Neptune’s  path 
and  makes  it,  on  these  occasions,  the 
eighth  planet  from  the  sun.  Furthermore, 
the  committee  judged  that  if  Pluto  were 
to  remain  a  planet,  then  a  planet-like  body, 
known  as  2003  UB313,  along  with  several 
other  candidates  would  also  have  to  be 
inducted  as  full-fledged  planets. 

I  certainly  favor  scientists  figur- 
ing  out  how  to  accurately  describe  their 
findings,  developing  nomenclature,  and 
all  that  good  stuff;  I  think  it’s  important. 
I  think  it’s  great  that  scientists,  after 
years  of  sitting  at  long  tables,  thought¬ 
fully  stroking  their  beards,  adjusting 


their  glasses,  nodding  slowly  and  saying 
“mmm...  I  see”  a  lot,  have  finally  precisely 
defined  something  as  important  as 
“planet.” 

That  doesn’t  make  me  happy 
about  it.  I  miss  Pluto.  There,  I  said 
it.  I  am  emotionally  attached  to  an 
icy  hunk  of  rock  almost  six  billion 
kilometers  away.  I’m  not  the  only 
one;  the  Discovery  Channel  Store 
wouldn’t  have  been  giving  out  “I  <3 
Pluto”  pins  if  there  was  only  a  tiny, 
elite,  completely  crazy  group  of  rabid 
astrophysicists  who  were  crushed  at 
losing  Pluto.  Even  little  kids  have  been 
donning  those  declarations  of  loyalty. 

Alright,  maybe  we’re  a  little 
crazy.  It’s  just  the  same  as  having  dif¬ 
ficulty  accepting  changes  in  anything 
to  which  you  are  accustomed.  How 
about  the  first  time  you  realized  that 
what  you  were  watching  on  TV  wasn’t 
actually  happening  in  your  set?  Or 
finding  out  that  Santa  Claus  was  really 
only  your  drunk  Uncle  Jeff?  I  have  this 
same  sense  of  disillusionment  with  the 
demotion  of  Pluto;  it’s  that  derailment 
when  something  that  you’ve  thought  of  as 
true  and  constant  your  whole  fife  is  sud¬ 
denly  whipped  out  from  under  you. 

The  planets  of  the  solar  system 
were  named  by  the  ancient  Romans  after 
their  gods:  the  most  powerful,  awesome 
and  dependable  things  in  their  lives.  They 


counted  on  the  planets  and  gods  being  is  completely  and  totally  disenchanting, 
there  for  them.  You’ve  got  all  the  big  It’s  hard  to  think  of  it  being  the 


names:  Mars,  god  of  war;  Venus,  goddess 
of  love;  Jupiter,  god  of  everything...  but  no 
more  Pluto.  Sure,  Pluto  is  still  there,  but 
it’s  not  the  same.  It’s  like  Christmas  Day, 
watching  Uncle  Jeff  stagger  around  with 
a  hangover,  tufts  of  fake  white  beard  still 
clinging  to  his  day-old  stubble.  The  feeling 


good  ol’  solar  system  with  only  eight 
planets.  It  just  looks  too  small.  It’s  miss¬ 
ing  the  misfit,  the  odd-one  out,  the  “we- 
love-you-anyway  planet”:  mysterious  and 
magical  Pluto. 

Dear  Pluto,  you  will  be  sorely 
missed. 


The  Right  to  Bare  Arms 


By  Luigi  DePasquale,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


On  August  26,  2006,  at  Morton 
High  School  of  Hammond,  IN,  128  stu¬ 
dents  were  suspended  on  the  first  day  of 
school  because  their  principal  felt  that 
they  were  wearing  inappropriate  clothes. 
These  students,  about  10  percent  of  the 
entire  student  body,  were  suspended 
for  the  day  only  moments  after  the  i 
doors  opened.  The  principal,  Theresa  | 
Mayerik,  stated  that  she  was  “fed  up” 
with  the  inappropriate  attire  worn  by 
students.  Clothing  that  was  classified 
as  “inappropriate”  included  baggy 
pants,  low-cut  shirts,  tank  tops  and 
graphic  shirts.  Mayerik  stated  that,  - 
on  average,  20  students  a  day  would 
be  in  violation  of  the  dress  code.  She 
felt  that  by  taking  extreme  measures, 

99  percent  of  the  student  body  would 
hear  the  message.  Those  students 
who  did  not  have  further  violations 
would  have  the  suspension  stricken 
from  their  records  after  12  weeks. 

Many  parents  were  in  favor  of  the 
principal’s  move  and  many  other 
parents  voiced  their  opinions  online, 
on  message  boards,  describing  the 
dress  code  as  a  “good  move”  and 
saying  “Thank  God  for  Mayerik.”  An 
online  poll  showed  that  78  percent 
of  parents  were  in  favor  of  Mayerik’s 
move  and  only  22  percent  found  it  ap-  l 
palling.  In  another  poll  on  the  same 
page,  52  percent  of  parents  were  in 
favor  of  mandatory  uniforms.  A  number 
agreed  because  they  had  uniforms  when 
they  were  in  school,  and  felt  that  they 
should  be  brought  back. 

Our  school  has  found  a  very  good 
way  of  dealing  with  the  problem  of  ap¬ 
propriate  attire.  If  you  show  too  much 
skin,  you  must  wear  a  “Ms.  Kelley  Ap¬ 
proved  This  Shirt”  t-shirt.  Some  students, 
however,  continue  to  push  the  envelope 
after  being  caught  more  than  once.  Some 
students  are  not  only  repeat  offenders,  but 
also  keep  the  “Ms.  Kelley  shirt.”  Students 
feel  that  violations  and'  misdemeanors  at 


our  school  are  dished  out  at  the  teachers’ 
discretion.  Those  on  a  teachers’  bad  side 
are  more  likely  to  get  caught  for  dress 
code,  chewing  gum  and  having  drinks  or 
food. 

Some  suggest  going  back  to  uni¬ 
forms.  Janet  Calcaterra  (I)  said  that  she 
would  support  the  decision  to  have  manda¬ 
tory  uniforms  at  Boston  Latin  School.  She 


looks  in  the  mirror  and  says  “Would  Ms. 
Kelley  approve  of  this?” 

Regarding  the  negative  side  of 
uniforms,  Melanie  Mulvey  (II)  put  it 
as  simply  as  “It’s  all  about  the  comfort, 
baby,”  while  Gina  Palino  (II)  felt  that  “it’s 
all  censorship.  We  have  no  other  form 
of  creative  outlet.”  The  same  sentiments 
were  shown  again  by  Geri  Medina  (I), 
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A  TYPICAL  DRESS  CODE  VIOLATION. 


would  thwart  those  people  who  use  their 
clothing  as  a  way  of  expressing  their  per 
sonality.  Sharply  dressed  people  roam  the 
halls  wearing  clothes  with  pictures  and 
logos  of  their  favorite  bands  or  shows,  or 
even  sport  fashion  that  they  themselves 
have  created. 

This  brings  to  mind  the  matter  of 
money  Some  felt  that  it  is  more  economi¬ 
cally  sound  to  purchase  uniforms. 
Three  or  four  sets  of  uniforms 
should  last  throughout  the  year.  If 
the  uniforms  are  more  than  just  a 
purple  shirt  and  black  pants,  how¬ 
ever,  money  may  become  an  issue. 
When  it  comes  down  to  it,  some 
people  simply  cannot  afford  the  fan¬ 
cy  vests  and  jackets.  Certain  schools 
require  that  the  uniform  be  nothing 
more  than  specific  colors  and  a  shirt 
with  a  collar.  Some  schools,  how¬ 
ever,  demand  completely  matching 
uniforms  that  must  be  ordered 
through  the  school.  Previously,  this 
was  something  only  found  in  private 
school,  but  it  is  now  becoming  more 
prevalent  in  public  schools,  and  this 
can  put  financial  pressure  on  some 
families. 

Some  parents  believe  that 
mandatory  uniforms  are  a  good 
idea  because  they  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  students,  who  should 
be  focusing  on  their  schoolwork.  If 
’”1  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  children, 
/«2a  however,  why  not  let  the  children 


suggested  something  as  simple  as  black 
pants  and  a  purple  shirt,  and  also  stated, 
“It  would  save  a  lot  of  trouble  and  time 
in  deciding  what  to  wear  in  the  morning” 
and  that  it  would  help  students  “not  {feel] 
pressured  to  look  cool.”  Then  she  retorted, 
“I  don’t  think  that’s  really  an  issue  at  BLS 
though.”  Judging  by  the  attire  of  some 
of  the  students  in  our  school,  it  does  not 
seem  that  they  spend  much  time  preparing 
their  clothes  in  the  morning.  It  seems  they 
simply  throw  on  their  favorite  shirt.  Viola¬ 
tions  of  the  dress  code  are  not  common, 
bvit  'they  d6  'Hapfidn'  b'edatAt  wh'o‘  re  illy  1 


who  believed  that  “for  one,  they  don’t 
allow  individuality.  I  think  individuality 
is  reason  enough!  You  are  literally  making 
everyone  look  the  same.  I  understand  that 
economically,  uniforms  would  be  a  better 
alternative,  but  you’re  suppressing  people’s 
own  image  and  freedom  to  dress  however 
they  want  to.  I  mean  all  of  our  lockers  look 
the  same.  The  classrooms  and  curriculum 
are  all  the  same.  What,  you’re  going  to 
paint  the  student  body  purple  as  well?  BLS 
outshines  other  schools  in  academics  and 
values.. .so  let  its  student  body  outshine 
aKo.  Let  each  lridividuil  be.”  Uniform^ 


decide?  If  51  percent  of  the  student 
body  feels  that  uniforms  are  necessary, 
then  it  is  understandable  that  they  become 
mandatory.  To  force  children  to  wear 
them  because  a  few  parents  demand  it,  is 
not  something  that  benefits  the  children. 
Some  parents  always  feel  the  need  to  live 
vicariously  through  their  children.  They 
feel  that  if  it  worked  in  the  past,  it  should 
be  brought  back  and  enforced.  Beating 
children’s  knuckles  with  rulers  was  once 
in  vogue,  but  no  one  is  clamoring  to  bring 
that  back.  I  say,  since  the  leading  reason 
concerns  the  children,  then  let  them 
decide:' ,v "  ”  ,on<°  r  i  jIWiw  8  ’ 
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Pope  Knows  Best 


By  Jerome  O'Grady,  I 
&  Bryan  Strickland,  I 

Staff  Writers 

There  is  perhaps  no  greater  differ¬ 
ence  in  perception  between  student  and 
teacher  than  the  infamous  school  trip. 
When  we  walk  out  of  the  dining  hall  each 
morning,  teachers  know  that  they  will  be 
teaching,  on  some  level,  and  the  students 
know  they  will  be  taught  with  some  un¬ 
predictable  degree  of  efficiency.  When 
we  walk  the  halls,  the  teachers  know  they 


will  be  watching  over  us  and  we  know 
that  we  are  being  watched  over  (some  of 
us  more  closely  than  others,  of  course). 
But  when  it  comes  to  the  class  trip,  the 
whole  understanding  is  shot.  Teachers  see 
the  experience  as  a  chance  to  immerse 
their  students  in  a  whole  new  dimension 
of  opportunity  to  learn.  Many  students, 
however,  see  the  trip  as  an  opportunity  to 
ditch  the  annoying  parents  they  got  stuck 
with,  and  go  “get  wasted!”  as  some  say.  It  is 
this  schism  that  dooms  most  school  trips 
from  the  start,  and  threatens  to  end  the 
possibility  for  future  trips. 


From  a  teacher’s  point  of  view,  what 
better  way  could  there  be  to  connect  with 
your  students  than  to  take  them  some¬ 
where  where  they  can  actually  interact 
with  your  subject?  Not  only  would  the 
students  gain  a  better  understanding  of 
the  curriculum,  but  they  would  have  the 
chance  to  form  better  relationships  with 
their  teachers.  Mr.  Luis  said  he  went  into 
the  2006  Italy  trip  thinking,  “I  would  go  as 
a  teacher  and  watch  over  the  students  and 
give  them  another  opportunity  to  learn.” 
Traveling  to  a  for-  eign  country  can 
help  any  student 
to  understand  the 
language  and  the 
culture.  Traveling 
to  a  rain  forest 
allows  students  to 
experience  what 
had  only  been 
available  in  text¬ 
books  and  lec¬ 
tures.  To  a  teach¬ 
er,  this  must  seem 
like  a  win-win 
situation — allow 
the  students  to 
experience  some¬ 
thing  new  and 
fun,  but  have  your 
own  curriculum 
enhanced  at  the 
same  time — that 
is,  until  the  kids 
actually  arrive. 

It  probably 
does  not  come  as 
a  surprise  that  our 
experiences  on 
the  Italy  trip  were 
slightly  different 
from  Mr.  Luis’s. 
Neither  one  of  us 
takes  Italian,  but 
we  heard  good 
stories  about  the 
trip  that  preceded 
us  and  saw  the  trip 
as  a  chance  to  travel  with  our  friends.  It 
was  still  a  trip  sponsored  by  teachers,  and 
so  it  was  understood  that  it  was  not  to  be  a 
circus.  But  to  look  at  the  straight  facts,  the 
trip  was  comprised  of  young  adults  who 
had  the  opportunity  to  spend  a  whole  va¬ 
cation  outside  of  parental  supervision.  So 
it  is  somewhat  unrealistic  to  expect  that 
our  group  was  going  to  sit  through  tours 
all  day,  then  sit  in  our  hotel  rooms 
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By  Yunhan  Chen,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


Today,  religious  fundamentalism 
is  on  the  rise  in  the  Muslim  world,  with 
many  self-proclaimed  mullahs  preaching 
violence  in  the  name  of  God  and  issu¬ 
ing  fatwas  (Islamic  court  orders)  against 
those  they  believe  to  have  offended  their 
religious  sensibilities.  But  because  of 
the  threat  of  violence,  this  issue  is  rarely 
touched  upon.  One  influential  man  at¬ 
tempted  to  reverse  this  negative  trend. 
On  September  12,  2006,  Pope  Benedict 
XVI,  the  current  leader  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  gave  a  lecture  at  the  University 


of  Regensburg  in  Germany,  where  he  was 
previously  a  professor  of  theology.  The 
lecture,  entitled  “Faith,  Reason,  and  the 
University,”  sparked  a  worldwide  contro¬ 
versy  when  its  transcripts  were  released. 
The  Muslim  world  condemned  it  as  slan¬ 
der  toward  Islam  because  they  believed 
it  to  be  a  deliberate  mischaracterization. 
A  quotation  that  was  particularly  inflam¬ 
matory  was  one  which  the  pope  had  ex¬ 
tracted  from  a  medieval  Byzantine  text: 

“Show  me  just  what  Muhammad 
brought  that  was  new  and  there  you  will 
find  things  only  evil  and  inhuman,  such  as 
his  command  to  spread  by  the  sword  the 
faith  he  preached.” 

The  international  reaction  to  the 
lecture  was  mixed,  with  the  Muslim  sup¬ 
porters  denouncing  the  act  as  a  papally- 
sanctioned  attack  on  their  beliefs,  and 
citizens  of  most  Western  countries  prais¬ 
ing  it  as  a  sincere  attempt  to  address  the 
issue  of  rising  terrorism  and  intolerance. 
The  Vatican  issued  an  official  apology 
on  September  16,  explaining  that  the 


quotation  was  an  effort  by  the  Pope  to 
denounce  violence  in  the  name  of  religion. 
The  next  day,  the  Pope  issued  yet  another 
apology  during  his  weekly  Sunday  Angelus 
prayer.  The  Vatican  has  stated  that  the 
Pope  is  very  much  in  favor  of  dialogue 
with  non-Catholics,  including  Muslims. 
The  central  issue,  however,  is  not  the 
question  of  whether  the  Pope  was  right  or 
wrong  in  his  making  of  these  statements, 
though  plenty  of  attention  has  moved  in 
this  direction.  It  is  the  reluctance  of  world 
leaders  to  denounce  publicly  the  surge  of 
religious  fundamentalism. 

Today’s  “Pope  controversy”  has 
many  parallels  to  the  “Danish  cartoon 


controversy”  of  2005.  The  Danish  cari¬ 
catures  of  Prophet  Muhammad  were 
supposedly  meant  to  test  the  limits  of 
freedom  of  speech.  They  were  instantly 
condemned;  unrest  broke  out  into  vio¬ 
lence  in  several  global  hotspots  and  the 
cartoonists  received  numerous  death 
threats.  The  reaction  to  the  Pope’s  com¬ 
ments  has  been  fundamentally  the  same. 
Violence  has  actually  been  carried  out 
against  the  Christian  populations  of 
many  Muslim  countries  on  account  of  the 
Pope’s  remarks.  On  September  17,  2006, 
two  gunmen  at  an  Austrian-run  children’s 
hospital  in  Somalia  killed  an  elderly  Italian 
nun.  Somali  Islamist  officials  suggested 
the  possibility  that  this  might  have  been 
reprisal  for  the  Pope’s  comments.  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  have  also  been  bombed  in 
Iraq  and  Israel’s  West  Bank.  This  kind 
of  violence  that  is  instigated  with  little 
provocation  is  an  indication  of  looming 

Pope  Knows  Best 
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MUSLIMS  PROTEST  THE  POPE'S  STATEMENTS 


Goodbye  Gym  Class,  Hello  Boot  Camp 


Ashley  Miranda,  II 
&  Adele  Jean,  II 

Contributing  Writers 


Gym  class  at  Boston  Latin  School 
has  undergone  a  revolution,  but  not  the 
good  kind.  Here  is  a  description  of  a  typi¬ 
cal  new  gym  class: 

The  students  sit  on  the  newly  pol¬ 
ished  and  shiny  floor,  spinning  around 
to  chat  with  the  friends  that  surround 
them  in  all  directions.  Then  it  comes, 
that  oh-so-nuanced  statement:  “Get  in 
to  your  stations!”  This  order  is  usually 
accompanied  by  grunts,  groans  and  sighs, 
but  nevertheless  obeyed. 

Slowly  but  surely,  the  students 
shuffle  over  to  their  designated  corner 
of  the  gym.  They  hang  their  heads  and 
drowsily  seek  support  from  the  nearest 
wall  or  bleacher,  only  to  be  brought  to 
attention — so  to  speak — by  the  shrill  echo 
of  a  whistle.  In  one  corner,  a  small  group 


of  students  smack  their  backs  against  your  face  only  inches  away  from  the  pol- 
the  wall  and  slide  sloppily  into  an  uneven  ished  wood. 

squatting  position.  One  student  tilts  his  And  you  can’t  miss  the  students 

head  to  the  other  to  comment  on  how  way  over  in  the  corner  by  the  door.  They 
incredibly  in  shape  he  is.  They 


bodies  permit  them.  “Sadly”  enough,  this 
“fun”  must  come  to  an  end.  The  shrill  echo 
of  that  whistle  pierces  the  air  again.  The 
students  freeze,  with  looks  of  disappoint¬ 
ment  plastered  on  their  faces. 

And  what’s  the  purpose  of 
this  rigorous  physical  education 
experience,  you  ask?  It  is  simple, 
really:  the  BLS  community  has  been 
blessed  with  some  new  physical 
education  coordinators  who  simply 
want  to  see  the  students  grow  some 
actual,  physical  muscle,  because  “it’s 
not  completely  about  the  brains, 
you  know.”  And  we  know  they  are 
serious:  students  actually  have  had 
to  use  the  showers  in  the  locker 
rooms  due  to  sweat  accumulated 
in  gym  class.  Nonetheless,  we  wel¬ 
come  these  new  gym  teachers,  and 
all:  the  floor  is  filled  with  scattered  dust  seem  to  be  having  the  most  fun,  giggling  we  are  ready  to  work  to  become  healthier, 
bunnies  and  notebook  scraps  that  catch  frantically  as  they  bounce  up  and  down,  in  happier  students  and  to  create  those  “hot 
your  eye  a?  you  strive  for  muscle  mass,  an  attempt  to  jump  as  high  as  their  unfit  bods”  we’ve  all  been  waiting  for. 


chuckle  at  the  sarcasm. 

Over  in  the  opposite  cor 
ner,  a  group  of  students  can  be 
seen  frantically  hopping  from 
side  to  side  over  the  thick  black 
line  painted  on  the  floor.  And  of 
course,  there’s  always  one  student 
that  stumbles  a  little  and  experi¬ 
ences  some  degree  of  embarrass¬ 
ment. 

Over  near  the  bleachers, 
some  poor  souls  are  trying  to 
muscle  up  some  push-ups  or,  more 
realistically,  a  single  push-up.  This 
is  the  most  “glamorous”  corner  of 


STUDENTS  WORK  TOWARD  THE  NOBLE  GOAL  OF  FITNESS. 
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Important  Notice  to  Sixies  -  Read  Carefully 


By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Welcome,  all  ye  sixies!  Give  me 
your  tired,  your  short,  your  overly  large 
backpacks,  and  in  six  years,  you’ll  be 
tired,  possibly  still  short,  but  guess  what? 
I  guarantee  you  won’t  have  a  bag  weighing 
over  five  pounds! 

To  open,  I  congratulate  you  on  your 
acceptance  to  this  prestigious  institution 
of  higher  learning.  Perhaps  you 
chanced  upon  this  Argo  as  you 
wandered,  lost  somewhere  on  the 
second  floor.  If  so,  I  recommend 
that  you  seek  out  a  kind-looking 
upperclassman,  if  there  are  any 
left  at  this  late  date  in  the  year. 

If  you’re  still  having  trouble,  it’s 
time  to  seriously  consider  an 
investment  in  a  GPS  device  and 
possibly  also  an  investment  in 
school  transfer  papers. 

Hopefully,  the  majority  of 
you  lucky  little  sixies  is  blessed 
with  above  average  intelligence, 
so  you  know  what’s  going  on,  you 
know  the  school  layout  by  heart, 
you  pay  attention  in  class  and 
most  importantly,  you’re  taking 
notes  on  what  you’re  reading 
right  now.  That  is  one  of  the  tell¬ 
tale  signs  that  you  have  what  it 
takes  to  graduate  in,  what,  2012? 

Six  years  may  seem  like  a  long  time,  but 
you  know,  you  get  five  summer  vacations 
in  between,  so  it’s  really  like  a  long  time 
and  a  few  months.  But  I  digress.  Those 
of  you  who’re  taking  notes  on  this  article, 
please  remember  these  six  years  are  a  time 
for  self-improvement  and  exploration,  as 

Class  Trips 

Continued  from  page  7 

and  play  Yahtzee  until  bedtime.  It’s 
not  that  we  spent  all  night  roaming  the 
streets  of  Italy,  hitting  up  every  bar  in 
town  and  starting  brawls  with  every 
Italian  who  looked  at  us  wrong  or  tried 
flirting  with  the  American  girls,  but 
education  wasn’t  the  primary  focus  of 
the  trip. 

So  despite  this,  it’s  sad  to  hear 
that  future  trips,  including  Mr.  Forina’s 
traditional  trip  to  Italy,  are  possibly  be¬ 
ing  cancelled.  We  can  only  imagine  the 
reasons  are  related  to  bad  behavior  by 
the  students.  What  upsets  us  most  is 
that  the  cancellations  of  these  trips  are 
a  reflection  upon  the  abilities  of  all  the 
chaperones.  While  some  of  the  behavior 
on  the  students’  behalf  may  seem  mildly 
questionable  at  times,  we  don’t  feel  that 
Mr.  Forina  or  the  other  chaperones  de¬ 
serve  any  blame.  On  our  Italy  trip,  Mr. 
Forina  gave  us  room  to  live  as  adults  and 
to  learn,  but  never  hesitated  to  warn  and 

Pope  Knows  Best 

Continued  from  page  7 

religious  fundamentalism. 

We  constantly  see  our  president 
standing  at  the  podium  saying  that  we 
must  defeat  the  terrorists  threatening 
our  nation.  We  have  even  invaded  two 
countries  just  in  the  name  of  that  purpose. 
Although  the  president  has  also  stressed 
the  need  to  fight  religious  fundamental¬ 
ism,  this  pledge  has  not  gone  in  the  proper 
direction.  The  results  of  this  pledge  have 
wrought  chaos  in  Iraq  and  hatred  from 
Muslims  toward  the  United  States.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this,  nobody  even  wants  to  put 
his  hands  into  the  sticky  issue  of  funda¬ 
mentalism,  let  alone  pledge  to  go  actively 
after  the  leaders  responsible.  Doing  so  is 
considered  taboo  because  members  of  the 
group,  in  this  case  Muslims,  often  perceive 


well  as  creation.  Maybe  one  of  you  will 
think  up  a  chant.  I  mean,  when  you’re 
graduating  and  you  want  to  start  a  chant 
with  the  class  of  ‘12,  what  are  you  going 
to  yell?  “One-Twoooo!”? 

While  this  is  a  little  belated,  I’d  like 
to  give  you  a  benevolent  introduction  to 
this  school,  similar  to  that  assembly  you 
had  with  Head  Master  Kelley.  I’d  just 
like  to  add  my  own  comments  after  four 
years  here  as  a  student.  First  off:  look  to 


your  left,  look  to  your  right.  All  three  of 
you  will  suffer  from  sleep  deprivation  and 
suspicious  “dining  hall”  food  before  2012. 
Also,  I  stand  by  the  Head  Master  in  every 
respect:  BLS  is  in  the  business  of  educa¬ 
tion.  The  goal  is  to  sell  you  a  “contempo¬ 
rary  classical  education  as  preparation  for 
successful  college  studies,”  all  for  the  low, 

protect  us  from  the  unknown  ways  of  this 
foreign  land.  He  always  encouraged  us 
manly  men  to  protect  the  girls  from  the 
young  Italian  stallions  who  were  search¬ 


ing  for  what  they  called  “regatta  facile” 
or,  in  English,  “easy  women.”  One  night 
after  Mr.  Forina  treated  the  group  to 
some  delicious  gelato,  I  can  tell  you  that 
these  Italians  just  didn’t  like  the  looks  of 


POPE  BENEDICT  XVI.  ,  , 

attacks  on  fundamentalism  to  be  attacks 


low  price  of  six  (or  seven)  installments  of 
1170  hours  of  your  time,  depending  on 
which  model  you  choose.  And  no,  you 
can’t  get  a  refund. 

But  all  businesses  have  loopholes, 
and  the  BLS  Corporation  of  Education 
is  no  different.  I’d  go  into  detail,  but 
I’ll  be  applying  to  colleges  next  year, 
and  expulsion  doesn’t  look  good  on  any 
transcript.  I’ll  risk 
my  neck  here,  how¬ 
ever,  and  say  that 
sharing  notes  for 
studying  is  perfectly 
okay,  as  long  as  you 
skimmed  what  you 
should  have  read. 

Same  result,  right? 

To  please  Mr. 

Flynn,  I  will  also 
have  to  comment 
that  passing  in  any 
work  that  you  didn’t 
do  specifically  for 
the  class  you’re 
turning  it  in  is  very,  very  bad.  That  means 
you  can’t  write  an  essay  in  eighth  grade 
and  then  use  it  in  ninth  grade. 

There  are  also  certain  unspoken 
agreements.  Most  importantly,  the  Big 
Roily  Bag™  is  taboo.  You  may  look  at  it 
and  think,  “It’s  big,  fits  all  my  books,  and 
even  rolls,  so  I  don’t  have  to  carry  it!” 
Everyone  else  looks  at  it  and  thinks,  “It 
takes  up  way  too  much  space  on  the  stairs, 
it  ran  over  my  foot,  and  what  if  that  kid 
trips  on  the  stairs  and  falls  on  me?  I  can’t 
afford  a  five-week  stay  at  the  hospital!” 
Do  you  seriously  need  that  bag?  No,  your 
classes  are  all  near  each  other.  Enjoy  it 
while  it  lasts.  I  still  go  back  to  my  locker 

us.  Luckily  enough,  Mr.  Luis  stepped  in, 
let  the  Italian  studs  know  that  we  were 
not  looking  for  trouble,  and  off  they 
went.  Our  chaperones  demonstrated 


many  other  acts  of  responsibility  and 
loyalty,  and  it  just  doesn’t  seem  right 
that  after  each  year,  only  the  negatives 
are  heard. 

Are  these  school  trips  necessary? 

on  their  entire  religion,  not  just  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  segments  of  it. 

The  Pope’s  comments  show  his 
frustration 
at  the  lack  of 
focus  on  the 
issue,  and  it 
is  fortunate 
that  he  had 
the  courage 
to  speak  up. 

Although  the 
quotation 
that  the  pope 
chose  was  too 
strong  be¬ 
cause  it  could 
be  easily  mis- 
interpreted 
las  an  attack 
'on  Islam  and 
its  prophet,  Muhammad,  there  would 


after  almost  every  class.  That  agenda  you 
got?  It  should  be  your  most  treasured  pos¬ 
session.  That  teacher  who  loves  you  and 
writes  you  late  passes  whenever  you  ask 
is  your  best  friend  for  life.  A  lighter  bag 
means  you  walk  faster  and  save  thousands 
on  chiropractor  fees  when  you  grow  old 
and  gray. 

Now,  what  will  you  do  with  those 


few  precious  minutes  that  you  have  to 
yourself?  Good  question,  my  little  friend. 
The  answer  is  obviously  to  enjoy  yourself. 
The  key  to  this  is  the  KISS  method  (Keep 
It  Simple,  Sixie).  Don’t  overload  yourself 
until  you  implode.  You  can  join  a  club,  like 
the  Argo,  and  you  can  hang  out,  maybe  at 
the  Argo,  if  you  enjoy  having  fun. 

But  never  forget:  you  are  doing  this 
for  yourself.  BLS  will  supposedly  open  the 
door  to  a  great  college,  which  will  lead  you 
to  a  job  you  love.  It  doesn’t  have  to  be 
high  paying  as  long  as  you  enjoy  doing  it, 
although  I  personally  believe  that  morn¬ 
ing  commutes  would  be  more  enjoyable  in 
a  Ferrari.  Cheers,  and  good  luck. 

Do  they  do  more  good  than  bad?  The 
answers  are  complicated,  and  it  is  up 
for  debate  how  effective  the  trips  are  in 
terms  of  education.  However,  Jerome 
O’Grady  (I)  can  tell  you  that  after  his 
singular  week  in  Italy,  he  can  speak 
better  Italian  than  French,  which  he 
studied  for  four  years.  Unfortunately, 
the  only  thing  Bryan  Strickland  (I)  can 
say  is  “In  Carrozza!”  (“All  aboard!”).  We 
didn’t  become  instant  Italian  scholars, 
but  every  single  one  of  us  walked  away 
from  that  trip  with  exposure  to  a  country 
and  a  culture  we  might  never  have  seen 
otherwise.  We  also  got  a  strong  sense  of 
independence  from  having  the  chance  to 
live  somewhat  on  our  own — and  we  did 
live,  so  that’s  a  plus  too.  It  seems  to  us 
that  the  real,  undeniable  benefits  of  these 
trips  are  grossly  overshadowed  by  the 
stories  of  misbehavior  and  debauchery. 
Whether  the  trip  is  to  Italy  or  Spain  or 
Costa  Rica,  we  dare  you  to  say  that  the 
students’  vacations  would  be  better  spent 
sleeping  in  until  eleven  and  watching 
daytime  television. 

have  been  a  widespread  outcry  no  matter 
how  he  had  phrased  this  comment.  He 
simply  chose  the  words  that  he  believed 

to  be  the  most 
effective  to 
convey  his 
message.  The 
Muslim  world 
knows  that 
it  has  some 
black  sheep  in 
the  flock.  It 
needs  to  face 
up  to  this  fact 
and  reform 
its  members 
who  have  gone 
astray.  All  of 
the  world,  in¬ 
cluding  Mus¬ 
lims','  rti'ust 
contribute  in  eradicating  this  problem. 


“But  to  look  at  the  straight  facts,  the  trip  was  comprised 

OF  YOUNG  ADULTS  WHO  HAD  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SPEND  A  WHOLE 
VACATION  OUTSIDE  OF  PARENTAL  SUPERVISION.  So  IT  IS  SOMEWHAT 
UNREALISTIC  TO  EXPECT  THAT  OUR  GROUP  WAS  GOING  TO  SIT 
THROUGH  TOURS  ALL  DAY,  THEN  SIT  IN  OUR  HOTEL  ROOMS  AND  PLAY 

Yahtzee  until  bedtime  .” 


“The  Pope’s  comments  show  his 

FRUSTRATION  AT  THE  LACK  OF  FOCUS  ON 
THE  ISSUE,  AND  IT  IS  FORTUNATE  THAT  HE 
HAD  THE  COURAGE  TO  SPEAK  UP.  ” 
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Theatre 
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techie  stuff  that  goes  into  theatre  produc¬ 
tions,  this  is  definitely  the  place  to  see  it 
happen.  Even  though  tickets  from  Ticket- 
master  range  from  $40  to  $90,  no  Boston 
Latin  student  should  have  to  pay  more 
than  $25  for  a  ticket,  since  the  Colonial 
offers  Student  Rush  for  all  performances 
except  those  on  Saturday  nights.  Check 
www.broadwayacrossamerica.com  for 
Student  Rush  Rules  and  availability. 

Another  excellent  show  that  has 
graced  Boston  with  its  presence  is  The 
25th  Annual  Putnam  County  Spelling  Bee, 
which  is  playing  at  the  Wilbur  Theatre  at 
least  until  November  12;  performances  are 
ongoing,  so  the  show  may  stay  in  Boston 
for  a  little  longer.  Spelling  Bee  has  a  very 
simple  set,  and  a  very  simple  plot  line:  a 
group  of  highly  quirky  and  stereotypical 
kids  participate  in  a  very  competitive 
spelling  bee  together.  While  this  may 
make  the  show  sound  incredibly  corny, 
Spelling  Bee  was,  surprisingly,  the  most 
hysterical  theatre  production  I’ve  seen 
in  my  life.  It  is  also  innovative  in  that  it 


A&E 


utilizes  an  unusual  amount  of  improvisa- 
tion — in  fact,  the  show  began  as  a  skit  by 
an  improv  troupe — and  a  small  portion  of 
the  show  has  been  retooled  to  relate  to  its 


PLAYBILL 
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Bostonian  audience.  The  music  is  far  from 
being  described  as  “inspiring,”  but  it  is  still 
catchy,  and  there  is  at  least  one  song  that 
is  actually  quite  powerful.  If  you’re  looking 
for  snazzy  big-budget  scenery  or  deep  and 
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meaningful  lessons,  Spelling  Bee  is  prob¬ 
ably  not  for  you,  though  the  competitive 
theme  is  something  that  a  high  percentage 
of  Latin  School’s  students  can  relate  to. 
If  you’re  looking  for  90  minutes  of  wet- 
yourpants  laughter,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
would  highly  recommend  it.  Tickets  range 
from  $25  to  $75  through  Ticketmaster,  but 
discount  tickets  can  be  found  at  www. 
artsboston.org  or  at  the  BosTix  booths 
in  Copley  Square  or  Faneuil  Hall,  where 
you  can  also  purchase  half-price  tickets  on 
the  day  of  the  show.  Although  the  Wilbur 
does  not  offer  Student  Rush  tickets,  the 
box  office  does  offer  $25  lottery  tickets 
two  hours  before  the  show.  For  more 
information  on  lottery  tickets  visit  www. 
spellingbeethemusical.com/boston. 


Due  to  a  change  in  the  Argoi  release  date, 
some  of  the  dates  in  this  article  have  already 
gone  by.  Please  accept  our  sincere  apologies  for 
this.  However,  if this  article  has  inspired  you  to 
such  a  degree  that  you  absolutely  have  to  see  one 
of  these  plays,  feel  free  to  schlep  down  to  New 
York.  Really.  We  won’t  stop  you.  Just  as  long  as 
you  don’t  talk  to  any  Yankees  fans. 


30  Rock 


By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


It’s  already  snippy  enough.  Tina  Fey, 
the  former  comedic  actress,  writer  and 
executive  producer  of  Saturday  Night  Live, 
has  given  NBC  one  of  six  new  primetime 
television  shows  called  30  Rock.  It  pre¬ 
miered  on  Wednesday,  October  n  at  8  p.m. 
Similar  to  SNL,  Fey  both  writes  for  and 
appears  in  the  television  show.  The  show 
has  its  ties  to  Fey’s  previous  work — such  as 
appearances  by  Tracy  Morgan  and  Rachel 
Dratch  and  the  name  itself,  based  upon  30 
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BALDWIN,  FEY,  AND  MORGAN  ON  THE  SET  OF  30  ROCK. 


with  hourlong  episodes,  and  is  most  likely 
intended  for  an  older  audience  (hence 
the  late  time  slot).  On  the  other  hand,  30 
Rock— a  thirty-minute  long  show — seems 
to  have  the  essence  of  a  comedy  with  a 
hint  of  drama  in  it,  such  as  the  universal 
feeling  of  having  a  new  pushy  boss.  To 
describe  Liz,  Donaghy  sarcastically  says,  “I 
like  you.  You  have  the  boldness  of  a  much 
younger  woman.” 

In  the  show,  Fey’s  character  indeed 
has  a  certain  audacity  Combined  with  the 
comedic  styles  of  Baldwin’s  character,  the 
whole  cast  exhibits  the  essence  of  funny  In 

the  premiere, 
Donaghy 
makes  a  joke 
about  own¬ 
ing  K-Mart 
because  he 
thought  Fey 
dressed  like 
they  owned  it. 
“So  your  job  is, 
you  take  things 
that  are  already 
o  working  and 
|  you  fix  them?” 
|  asks  Lemon. 
|  Liz  is  critical  of 


Rockefeller  Center,  where  SNL’ s  “Weekr 
end  Update”  airs.  This  does  not  mean  it 
must  live  to  the  high  standards  of  SNL, 
but  the  plot  definitely  has  some  potential 
to  be  extremely  witty  and  humorous. 

30  Rock  revolves  around  the  life  of 
the  alliteratively  named  head  writer,  Liz 
Lemon  (Fey),  of  the  fictional  “The  Girlie 
Show”  and  gives  the  viewers  a  window 
into  its  production.  Alec  Baldwin  plays  a 
charismatic  yet  domineering  network  pro¬ 
ducer  named  Jack  Donaghy,  who  joins  the 
ensemble,  even  though  his  only  experience 
is  in  marketing  the  GE  Tri-vection  Oven. 
When  he  arrives  on  the  set,  he  brings  dif¬ 
ferent  ideas  with  which  Liz  disagrees.  For 
instance,  he  casts  a  comedian  named  Tracy 
Jordan,  played  by  Tracy  Morgan,  who  is 
more  than  a  bit  crazy.  In  an  interview  on 
NBC’s  website,  Morgan  says  of  his  simi¬ 
larly  named  character,  “He  thinks  he’s  all 
that  and  a  bag  of  chips;  crazy...  but  lovable, 
and  he’s  a  fun  guy.”  The  television  show 
that  3 0  Rock  seems  to  be  compared  to  often 
is  Studio  60  on  the  Sunset  Strip,  also  a  show 
about  a  show  on  NBC.  Tina  Fey  explains, 
“Oh  no,  that’s  not  this  show  That’s  the 
.other  NBC  show  about  late  night  TV.” 
Studio  60  can  be  described  as  a  drama 


_  Donaghy  and 

his  odd  deci¬ 
sions,  especially  when  the  two  are  working 
with  Jenna  Decarlo  (Jane  Krakowski),  who 
is  a  stuck  up  actor.  The  show  follows  the 
same  old  cliches,  but  they  work  most  of 
the  time.  It  seems  to  be  hit  or  miss,  but 
there  are  humorous  moments.  It  is  espe¬ 
cially  funny  when,  during  the  show,  cheery 
background  music  comes  on  to  emphasize 
the  amusing  plot  points.  Without  a  studio 
audience,  30  Rock  also  includes  a  pause 
every  once  in  a  while  for  the  viewer’s  laugh¬ 
ter,  and  to  realize  what  just  happened  to 
the  characters.  In  the  end,  the  “laugh-out- 
loud”  attitude  that  the  show  carries  is  sure 
to  attract  viewers.  Soumey  Lor  (II)  says, 
“I  know  that  Tina  Fey  belongs  on  SNL  and 
she  shouldn’t  [have]  quit!”  Wanderlust, 
however,  infects  such  famous  comedians 
and  they  try  their  hands  at  other  pursuits, 
such  as  entering  the  film  industry  or  join¬ 
ing  other  shows  in  the  television  industry, 
or  even  becoming  the  most  accomplished 
competitive  eater  in  the  world.  Hopefully, 
Tina  Fey’s  newest  project  will  turn  into  a 
great  success,  garnering  her  as  much  ac¬ 
claim  as  her  writing  for  SNL  and  the  movie 
Mean  Girls.  Will  30  Rock  join  them  in  her 
impressive  resume? . 


Stargate:  SG-Done 


By  Aurora  Baker,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


SG-i’s  latest  quest  to  save  the  galaxy 
could  very  well  be  its  last. 

On  August  21,  the  SCI  FI  Channel 
announced  that  it  would  not  be  renewing 
the  popular  series  Stargate  SG-i  for  an  nth 
season.  The  much-loved  show  is  based  on 
the  1994  movie  about  a  group  of  explorers 
from  Earth  traveling  to  different  planets 
within  the  galaxy  via  a  wormhole-generat¬ 
ing  device  called  a  “Stargate.” 

The  news  was  especially  shocking 
to  many  fans  as  the  statement  came  on 


has  also  expressed  interest  in  expand¬ 
ing  SG-i.  Fan  speculation  at  this  point 
includes  a  feature  film,  TV  movies  or  a 
mini-series  a  la  Farscape  or  Firefly,  two 
other  popular  sci-fi  shows  cancelled  in 
the  prime  of  life.  There  has  also  been  in¬ 
terest  within  the  fanbase  about  the  show 
being  picked  up  by  a  new  network — SG-i 
started  out  on  Showtime  for  its  first  five 
seasons  before  SCI  FI  purchased  the 
rights  to  it — but  Mark  Stern,  Executive 
VP  of  Original  Programming  of  the  net¬ 
work,  has  said  that  SCI  FI’s  contract  with 
MGM  prohibits  a  new  season  airing  on 
any  other  U.S.  channel. 


“What  we  want  to  emphasize  is  that  the  franchise  is  not 
dying  ”  Cooper  said.  “SG-i  will  go  on  in  some  way.  We’re  just 

NOT  READY  TO  ANNOUNCE  HOW.  ” 

Robert  C.  Cooper 

Executive  producer 


the  Monday  following  the  show’s  land¬ 
mark  200th  episode.  The  network  did, 
however,  confirm  that  it  would  be  renew¬ 
ing  SG-i’s  spin-off  series,  Stargate  Atlantis, 
for  a  fourth  season. 

No  clear  reason  has  been  given  as 
to  why  SCI  FI  decided  not  to  continue 
with  the  series;  executives  claimed  that 
ratings  were  not  an  issue,  despite  a  lackr 
luster  beginning  for  season  10.  Some  have 
argued  that  the  drop  in  ratings  was  due 
to  a  very  lax  advertising  campaign  for  the 
new  season.  The  change  in  the  Friday 
night  lineup  further  contributed  to  this; 
SG-i  typically  aired  at  8  p.m.,  followed 
by  Atlantis  at  9  p.m.  and  popular  series 
Battlestar  Galactica  at  10  p.m.  The  third 
season  of  Galactica,  however,  would  not 
air  until  October,  but  SG-i  and  Atlantis 
were  still  each  pushed  back  an  hour. 

Executive  producer  Robert  C. 
Cooper  offered  some  hope  for  fans  in 
an  interview  with  Gate  World,  the  web’s 
largest  Stargate  community.  “What  we 
want  to  emphasize  is  that  the  franchise 
is  not  dying,”  Cooper  said.  “SG-i  will  go 
on  in  some  way.  We’re  just  not  ready  to 
announce  how.”  ■ 

-  MGM,  the  owner  of  the  franthise, 


There  have  been  mixed  reactions 
from  the  fans.  Some  feel  that  the  show 
began  to  lose  its  luster  when  its  star, 
Richard  Dean  Anderson  of  MacGyver 
fame,  left  SGi  after  the  eighth  season; 
others  that  the  writing  wasn’t  as  good 
as  it  used  to  be,  and  that  the  new  vil¬ 
lains — powerful,  omnipotent  beings  from 
another  galaxy  called  the  Ori — didn’t 
stand  up  to  par  with  previous  ones,  such 
as  the  megalomaniac  Goa’uld  and  robotic 
Replicators. 

Despite  the  feelings  of  some  that 
the  show  has  run  its  course,  the  vast 
majority  think  otherwise.  A  truly  mas¬ 
sive  “Save  SG-i”  crusade  was  begun  on 
practically  the  day  the  cancellation  was 
announced  and  now  incorporates  an  on¬ 
line  petition,  a  Livejournal  community, 
and  a  letterwriting  campaign  to  SCI  FI 
officials,  MGM  executives  and  the  series’s 
cast  and  crew. 

Both  SG-i  and  Atlantis  had  their 
mid-season  finales  premier  on  September 
22;  the  second  halves  of  their  respective 
seasons  will  resume  in  March,  with  the 
entirety  of  Galactica' s  third  season  set  to 
go  on  through  the  interval  beginning  on 
October  6. 
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Studio  60:  SNL  is  Finally  Scandalous 


both  know  that  most  of  the  time  it’s  going 
to  be  me.  You’re  the  big  shoulders.” 

“I  hear  ya.” 

“Good.  ‘Cause  I  don’t  remember 
what  I  just  said.” 

One  disappointment  was  the  lack  of 
substantial  clips  of  the  comedy  sketches 
which  you  see  painstakingly 
put  together.  The  small  bits 
that  you  do  see  capture  the 
essence  of  the  sketch,  and 
can  stand  up  to  any  on  The 
Tonight  Show.  The  complete 
disappearance  of  Wes,  the 
producer  gone  berserk, 
disappointed  many,  as  he 
started  off  the  series  strong 
and  made  such  a  shocking 
impression  on  viewers. 
While  he  could  reappear 
in  later  episodes,  viewers 
shouldn’t  count  on  it. 

Studio  60  provides 
drama  without  the  terrible 
music,  excruciating  acting, 
bad  plot  or  excessive  slap¬ 
ping  and  gasping  of  soap 
operas.  Harriet  Hayes,  one 
of  the  “Big  Three”  (the 
main  sketch  actors)  and 
Matt  have  serious  con¬ 
frontations  which  come 
off  as  comedy,  making  it 
far  more  entertaining  than 
the  traditional  format  of 
television  drama. 

Powerful  lighting  and 
an  all-star  cast  make  Studio  60  one  of  the 
best-looking  dramas  currently  on  televi¬ 
sion.  Studio  60  on  the  Sunset  Strip  is  on  at 
10:00  p.m.  on  Monday  nights.  You  can 
also  watch  each  week’s  episode  on  NBC’s 
website,  http://www.nbc.com. 


By  Nelson  Arnous,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


If  you  have  watched  any  television 
from  the  beginning  of  the  summer  to  Sep¬ 
tember  first,  and  absently  flipped  by  NBC, 
chances  are  you  caught  a  snippet  of  a 
Studio  60  advertisement.  After  the 
ridiculously  large  amount  of  hype, 

Studio  60  on  the  Sunset  Strip  de¬ 
buted,  and  it  is  now  NBC’s  most 
promising  drama.  Created  by 
the  writer  behind  The  West  Wing, 

Aaron  Sorkin,  one  of  the  most 
talented  writers  in  the  business, 

Studio  60  is  an  fictional,  behind- 
the-scenes  look  at  what  goes  into 
the  production  of  a  Saturday  Night 
Live- type  comedy  show.  The 
pilot  starts  off  strong,  with  the 
show’s  producer,  Wes  Mendell, 
interrupting  a  sketch  and  ranting 
on  live  TV  about  the  media  and 
commerce,  saying,  “This  show 
used  to  be  cutting-edge  political 
and  social  satire,  but  it’s  gotten 
lobotomized  by  a  candyLcoated] 
broadcast  network  hell-bent  on 
doing  nothing  that  might  chal¬ 
lenge  their  audience.  We’re  about 
to  do  a  sketch  that  you’ve  seen 
already  about  500  times.”  After 
Wes’s  tirade  has  gone  on  for  53 
seconds,  the  director  stops  the 
broadcast,  though  only  because 
a  certain  phrase  beginning  with 
“mother”  is  about  to  be  uttered 
on  live  television.  All  this  before  the  first 
commercial  break. 

Wes  is  promptly  fired,  and  while 
news  stations  hit  the  jackpot,  the  brand 
new  president  of  NBS,  Jordan  McDeere 
(Amanda  Peet),  who  was  hired  mere  hours 


in  the  days  prior  to  the  laifnch  of  Studio 
6o’s  pilot  was  the  start-studded  cast, 
featuring  some  of  the  best  actors  in  the 
business.  They  all  portray  believable  and 
rich  characters,  who  are  easy  to  love  or 
hate.  Amanda  Peet,  who  was  recently  in 


most  enjoyable  parts  of  the  show.  One  of 
the  most  memorable  is  when  the  two  first 
come  to  the  studio.  Matt,  taking  a  Lim- 
baugh-load  of  painkillers,  tells  Danny:  “It’s 
going  to  be  our  show  now  and  only  one  of 
us  can  screw  up  at  a  time,  and  I  think  we 


before,  makes  the  quick  decision  to  hire 
Matt  Alby  (Matthew  Perry,  from  the  hit 
series  Friends),  and  Danny  Tripp  (Bradley 
Whitford),  the  hit  writer/producer  duo 
that  was  fired  from  the  station  five  years 
prior. 

One  of  the  most  highlighted  things 


Syriana,  often  shows  her  spunk  by  facing 
off  against  her  boss.  Matthew  Perry  also 
has  a  distinct  character:  witty,  stubborn 
and  painfully  awkward  with  women.  The 
exchanges  between  longtime  peers  Matt, 
the  head  writer,  and  Danny,  the  new  direc¬ 
tor,  are  comical,  and  these  are  some  of  the 


Portfolio  Day  at  the  MFA 


By  Olivia  Schwob,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


Attention,  artists!  As  you  most 
likely  know,  when  applying  to  art  colleges 
or  programs,  including  the  Foundations 
of  Art  Class  here  at  Boston  Latin,  your 
portfolio  is  one  of,  if  not  the  most  im¬ 
portant  component  of  your  application. 
Many  schools  wish  to  encourage  creativity 
in  their  applicants  (they  are  art  schools, 
after  all)  and  put  little  stipulation  on  the 
structure;  there  are  still  certain  aspects, 
however,  that,  if  enhanced,  would  ap¬ 
peal  to  admissions  officers  and  help  your 


chances  of  acceptance. 

Therefore,  when  preparing  for  the 
mad  plunge  that  is  college  application, 
be  sure  to  stop  by  the  Portfolio  Day  at 
the  School  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
Boston,  on  Sunday,  November  5,  from  12 
to  4  p.m.  If  you  can’t  make  it  that  Sunday, 
never  fear;  similar  events  are  taking  place 
across  the  country,  such  as  an  event  at  the 
University  of  Hartford  in  Connecticut  on 
November  4.  It’s  a  bit  of  trek,  but  it  is 
certainly  more  doable  than  some  of  the 
other  events  held  at  varying  locations 
from  New  York  to  California  to  Texas, 
and  others.  Here  in  Boston,  the  SMFA 


is  hosting  a  gathering  of  the  artistic 
community.  Admissions  councilors  from 
numerous  schools  throughout  the  nation, 
including  the  School  of  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  the  School  of  the  Art  Institute 
of  Chicago,  the  Cooper  Union  School 
of  Art,  the  Pratt  Institute,  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design  and  others,  will 
meet  with  artists  one  on  one  with  tips  for 
beefing  up  the  portfolio  before  admission. 
The  event  is  completely  free  and  open  to 
the  public,  and  is  not  restricted  to  appli¬ 
cants — anyone  who  has  art  to  show  may 
attend.  Remember,  however,  that  the  day 
is  geared  toward  college  applicants,  and 


much  of  the  advice  received  will  most 
likely  be  in  aid  of  making  the  portfolio 
suitable  for  submission.  The  portfolio 
should  reflect  both  your  personality  and 
your  special  artistic  talents,  and  should 
include  finished  products,  works  in  prog¬ 
ress  and  sketchbooks.  Don’t  go  to  a  whole 
lot  of  trouble  framing  and  matting  your 
work:  remember,  this  is  not  a  competition 
or  exhibition.  The  most  important  thing 
to  bring  is  your  art  and  yourself. 

For  more  information  on  the  event 
and  what  to  bring,  visit:  http://www.smfa. 
edu/Admissions/Visit_Us/Portfolio_Days. 
asp  or  http://www.npda.org/events.html. 


Boston 


By  Geri  Medina,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Boston  is  well-known  for  its  ac¬ 
cess  to  a  diverse  arts  scene,  particularly 
in  ballet,  music,  theatre  and  film.  Each 
year,  there  are  numerous  film  festivals 
throughout  the  city  and  outlying  towns 
that  address  provocative  issues  and  differ¬ 
ent  cultures  as  well  as  provide  entertain¬ 
ment.  One  particular  film  festival  that 
has  perhaps  flown  under  the  radar  is  the 
Boston  Latino  International  Film  Festival, 
referred  to  as  “BLIFF.”  It  takes  place  over 
nine  days,  showcasing  independent  films 
produced  and  directed  by  Latinos.  The 
films  concentrate  on  particular  issues 
that  affect  Latinos,  feature  Latinos  in  the 
production,  or  both:  a  testament  to  the 
festival’s  slogan  of  “bridging  communities 
through  movies”  and  the  aim  to  take  the 
audience  to  another  realm  depicted  in  the 
films.  Furthermore,  the  actions  within  the 


Gets  its  Very  Own  Film  Fiesta 


films  allow  the  audience  to  open  its  eyes, 
particularly  concerning  issues  around 
stereotypes  or  socio-politics. 

This  year,  which  marks  the  fifth 
annual  festi¬ 
val,  will  fea¬ 
ture  films  that 
have  already 
been  show¬ 
cased  in  other 
major  film  fes¬ 
tivals  such  as 
the  Toronto 
Film  Festival, 

Sundance  Film 
Festival  and 
Miami  Inter¬ 
national  Film 


an  end  to  their  friendship  and  eventually 
lead  both  on  a  cross-island  adventure.  The 
film,  through  its  bittersweet  storyline, 
allows  audiences  to  see  the  struggles  and 

problems 
that  plague 
Cuba.  An¬ 
other  no¬ 
table  film 
is  Al  Otro 
,  direct¬ 
ed  by  Gus¬ 
tavo  Loza, 
^which  also 
idescribes 
|the  lives  of 

BROCHE,  MILO  SEEK  COUNSEL  ON  VIVA  CUBA  JOURNEY  SOUTH,  children 

from  three 


Festival.  The  most  acclaimed  film,  Viva 
Cuba,  is  directed  by  Juan  Carlos  Cremata 
and  has  themes  reminiscent  of  Romeo  and 
Juliet.  It  describes  two  young  Cuban  chil¬ 
dren  whpse  economic  differences  bring 


different  countries  (Morocco,  Mexico  and 
Cuba).  The  children  show  empathy  for 
one  another  because  each  of  their  fathers 
has  emigrated  from  their  homelands  for 
economic  reasons.  The  film  addresses  the 


political  trials  and  tribulations  afflicting 
Latinos,  especially  those  who  immigrate 
and  emigrate  because  of  economic  reper 
cussions.  Other  documentaries  and  films 
that  address  similar  topics  will  also  be 
presented.  Not  only  will  the  films  offer 
insight,  but  also  plenty  of  laughs. 

The  festival  is  gradually  becoming 
one  of  the  city’s  major  events.  It  provides 
diversity  and  deeper  perception  about 
issues  that  relate  to  Hispanics  in  our  com¬ 
munity  as  well  as  issues  that  the  entire 
world  shares.  This  is  a  great  opportunity 
to  watch  some  amazing  films  and  raise 
awareness  about  the  world. 

The  festival  is  taking  place  October 
20-29  at  three  different  venues:  Harvard 
Film  Archive,  Mass  College  of  Art  and  the 
Center  for  Latino  Arts.  More  information 
regarding  fees,  film  schedule,  directions 
and  information  about  the  festival  itself 
can  be  found  on  the  BLIFF  website  at 
www.bliff.org. 
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A  New  Course  in  North  Korea 


By  Katie  Harrison,  I 

Forum  Editor 


Well,  it  finally  happened.  North 
Korea  did  something  nuclear.  They  have 
shouted  their  nuclear  intentions  from 
the  rooftops  again  and  again,  and  finally, 
a  few  weeks  ago,  they  tested  a  weapon. 

I  shudder  to  think  of  what  is  com¬ 
ing  next. 

Immediate  nuclear  annihilation  is 
not  what  we  should  be  worried  about. 
The  North  Koreans  want  the  bomb 
as  a  measure  of  deterrence,  not  as  an 
offensive  weapon.  There  is,  however, 
always  the  possibility  that  this  perpetu¬ 
ally  broke  nation  will  someday  sell  its 
nuclear  weapons  to  anyone  willing  to 
pay.  That  becomes  more  likely  as  the 
country  grows  poorer  and  more  isolated. 
Unfortunately,  the  United  States  is 
pushing  North  Korea  toward  that  very 
path.  North  Korea’s  neighbors  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  prevent  this  kind  of  dangerous 
isolation  from  worsening,  but  the  US 
has  made  their  attempts  very  difficult. 

What  we  have  here  is  an  isolated, 
starving  totalitarian  state  armed  with 
“weapons  of  mass  destruction.”  Unlike 
Iraq,  the  former  totalitarian  state  in 
the  Middle  East  most  closely  associ¬ 
ated  with  WMDs,  North  Korea  has 
not  been  at  all  coy  about  its  aspiration 
to  nuclear  power.  An  invasion  of  North 
Korea  would  not  end  with  inspectors 
shrugging  their  shoulders  and  saying, 
“Sorry,  no  WMDs  anywhere!” 

According  to  our  President,  no 
such  invasion  will  take  place.  That’s 


nice,  but  his  past  speeches  have  been 
peppered  with  threatening  language 
of  regime  change.  We  do  not  have  any 
diplomatic  relations  with  North  Korea, 
nor  do  we  trade  with  them,  but  we  make 
demands  that  they  abandon  weapons 
programs  before  we  even  sit  down  for 
negotiations.  This  kind  of  economic 
and  political  pressure  on  a  poor  nation 
makes  it  abundantly  clear  that  the  US 
wishes  that  the  North  Korean  govern¬ 
ment  would  implode. 

The  North  Korean  statement 
has  always  been  that  they  need  nuclear 
weapons  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
hostile  United  States.  The  US  has  all 
the  power  of  economic  dominance,  the 
most  powerful  military  the  world  has 
ever  seen  and,  of  course,  an  enormous 
arsenal  of  functional  nuclear  weapons 
that  makes  it  frankly  hypocritical  to 
demand  a  halt  to  nuclear  activities.  Our 
government  frames  our  lack  of  contact 
with  the  North  Koreans  as  a  punishment 
for  their  bad  behavior,  but  punishment 
is  not  going  to  fix  the  problem.  Nations 
cannot  send  other  nations  into  corners 
to  reflect  on  their  ways.  A  nation  like 
North  Korea  that  has  been  used  as  a 
Cold  War  football  does  not  appreciate 
further  efforts  to  push  it  around. 

The  opportunity  to  reach  out  and 
make  positive  change  in  North  Korea 
has  been  drifting  away  for  six  years, 
while  the  Bush  administration  played 
the  stern  disciplinarian  and  refused 
to  make  a  real  effort  to  diplomatically 
engage  North  Korea.  The  opportunity 
continues  to  pass  by  today,  while  North 


Korea  tests  nuclear  weapons. 

The  US  has  managed  to  push 
economic  sanctions  through  the  United 
Nations  as  a  punishment  for  the  nuclear 
test.  It  is  unclear  what  their  effect  will 
be,  with  China  reluctant  to  enforce 
them.  However,  White  House  policy¬ 
makers  hope  that  under  increased  pres¬ 
sure  from  the  sanctions,  Kim  Jong  Il’s 
administration  will  collapse.  However, 
acting  hostile  actually  hurts  the  US 
goal  of  a  non-nuclear  Korean  peninsula. 
Whenever  the  US  threatens  North  Ko¬ 
rea,  it  is  very  easy  to  convince  people 
that  they  really  do  need  nuclear  protec¬ 
tion  from  a  malevolent  superpower. 

The  economic  situation  in  North 
Korea  is  delicate,  as  it  has  been  since  the 
fall  of  the  Communist  bloc  in  the  early 
1990s.  Due  to  near-total  isolation,  the 
economy  collapsed  and  famines  killed 
thousands  of  people.  Four  in  ten  chil¬ 
dren  in  North  Korea  today  are  stunted 
by  malnutrition.  Fuel  is  also  an  issue. 
The  Korean  peninsula  is  not  Siberia,  but 
it  can  be  bitterly  cold  in  the  winter,  and 
there  has  been  little  available  electricity 
anywhere. 

All  this  suffering  looks  like  good 
news  for  the  current  US  policy  of  re¬ 
gime  collapse,  which  is  evidence  of  how 
twisted  that  policy  is.  North  Korea’s 
regional  neighbors  see  this  much  more 
clearly  than  Americans  do,  because  a 
collapse  would  affect  them  directly. 
Next-door  China  already  has  North 
Koreans  fleeing  the  country  across 
their  shared  border,  and  does  not  want 
the  country  to  fall  apart  completely  on 


its  doorstep.  China  sends  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  tons  of  food  aid  to  North 
Korea  every  year,  and  not  out  of  the 
goodness  of  some  bureaucrat’s  heart. 
A  collapsed  North  Korea  would  send 
desperate  people  pouring  into  China 
and  South  Korea,  and  neither  country 
wants  to  deal  with  a  full-scale  refugee 
crisis. 

Instead,  China  and  South  Korea 
seek  to  allow  North  Korea  to  evolve 
into  a  more  open  society.  In  what  South 
Korea  calls  its  “Sunshine”  policy,  it  en¬ 
courages  the  transition  of  North  Korea 
to  openness  by  offering  economic  and 
political  engagement.  North  Korea  is 
desperately  interested  in  these  incen¬ 
tives,  and  has  responded  to  them  in  the 
past.  Accordingly,  the  best  way  for  the 
US  to  end  the  threat  of  North  Korean 
nuclear  power  is  to  make  the  nation  feel 
safer  and  more  economically  secure  be¬ 
fore  making  reckless  demands  that  they 
drop  their  nuclear  program. 

Instead  of  refusing  to  talk  or  trade 
with  North  Korea,  the  United  States 
should  encourage  economic  growth  and 
provide  reassurances  of  safety  that  make 
nuclear  weapons  unnecessary.  The  US 
needs  to  recognize  that  North  Korea’s 
noisy  threats  are  not  falling  out  of  a  clear 
sky,  but  rather  are  the  result  of  history, 
much  of  it  our  own  doing.  Rather  than 
supporting  a  violent,  chaotic  transition, 
we  should  join  our  allies  in  East  Asia 
who  are  making  an  effort  to  allow  North 
Korea  to  transform  from  an  economic 
and  political  outcast  into  a  full  partici¬ 
pant  in  global  society. 


Don’t  Wear  Your  Memories  on  Your  Finger 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  I 

Forum  Editor 


The  Ring’s  the  Thing:  Considering 
School  Bling 

(Just  a  suggestion.) 

Soon,  current  juniors  will  be  faced 
with  a  serious  decision:  which  class  ring 
will  I  get?  Will  it  be  platinum,  silver, 
gold  or — as  my  wallet  prays — tinfoil? 
It  is  difficult  to  avoid  all  the  buzz  that 
class  rings  generate;  once  the  glossy 
brochures  of  the  options  start  circulat¬ 
ing,  a  huge  portion  of  the  class  heads 
down  to  make  the  purchases.  I,  however, 
managed  to  avoid  it  all  during  my  junior 
year.  My  finger  is,  and  will  remain,  free 
of  heinous  purple  bling. 

The  purchase  of  class  rings  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  is  different  from  that 
at  other  high  schools.  At  St.  Anthony’s 
High  School  on  Long  Island,  everyone 
buys  a  ring.  There  is  even  a  ceremony 
to  bless  them.  The  rings  become  more 
a  symbol  of  class  unity  rather  than  a 
symbol  of  individual  school  spirit,  or  of 
an  individual’s  pocket  money.  Granted, 
Boston  Latin  is  a  far  cry  from  a  private 
school  in  a  New  York  suburb,  but  the 
fact  that  rings  are  not  universal  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  raises  questions.  It  is  far  from 
being  a  political  issue,  but  some  people 
do  notice.  Did  you  really  spend  $300  on 
that?  You  know  you  will  never  want  to 
see  it  again  after  college,  right?  Aren’t 
you  afraid  you  will  break  it?  At  first,  the 
rings  are  something  that  you  either  have 
or  don’t,  but  then  they  fade  and  simply 
become  items  that  some  students  wear. 
They  lose  their  mystique  even  before 
graduation. 

I  love  Latin  School.  My  refusal  to 
purchase  a  class  ring  has  nothing  to  do 
with  a  lack  of  school  spirit.  My  experi¬ 


ence  here  cannot  possibly  be  summed 
up  by  a  hunk  of  metal  with  my  year  of 
graduation  engraved  on  it.  If  I  were  to 


much  fun  I  had  playing  fierce  three-on- 
three  basketball  in  gym  class  as  a  fivesie. 
I  will  see  the  picture  of  the  public  dec¬ 


m 


%  JK 


''V. 


'WHAT  IS  A  RING?" 


look  at  the  stone  20  years  from  now,  the 
figures  of  my  friends  and  teachers  would 
not  appear  before  my  eyes,  prancing 
around  in  odd  violet  hues  like  in  some 
cheesy  movie.  If  they  did,  I  might  con¬ 
sider  the  purchase,  $300  or  not. 

What  is  a  ring?  How  could  it 
possibly  have  any  memories  attached 
to  it?  I  will  flip  through  my  yearbook 
“somewhere  ages  and  ages  hence”  and 
remember  how  well  I  got  to  know  so- 
and-so  while  sitting  in  French  class 
complaining  about  homework,  or  how 


lamation  finalists  and  remember  how 
10  people  chose  to  declaim  “The  Road 
Not  Taken”  in  my  seventh  grade  English 
class,  how  someone  I  barely  knew  chose 
the  same  monologue  from  the  same 
obscure  movie  as  I  had  in  ninth  grade. 
The  resounding  “clang”  a  bulky  ring 
makes  on  hard  surfaces  certainly  would 
not  conjure  these  memories,  which  will 
remain  strong  anyway. 

A  ring  just  says,  “I  remember  BLS. 
I  remember  a  wolf  mascot  and  purple 
everywhere.  Even  the  lockers .”  But  what 


made  up  the  rich  experiences  at  this 
school  are  the  people  I  have  encoun¬ 
tered.  Will  you  remember  what  the 
mascot  looked  like,  with 
its  big  red  tongue  hang¬ 
ing  out,  or  the  skits  at 
the  pep  rallies?  Will  you 
remember  how  you  felt  to 
be  a  kid  at  this  school  and 
how  grown-up — maybe, 
we  will  see — you  felt  at 
graduation? 

While  our  experi¬ 
ences  in  the  years  in  this 
wonderful  place,  some¬ 
times  known  as  the  pit 
of  despair,  have  certainly 
helped  us  grow,  we  are 
just  beginning  our  lives. 
Whether  or  not  we  go 
to  college,  we  have  a  lot 
of  work  left  to  do,  a  lot 
left  to  learn,  a  lot  left  to 
discover.  Our  high  school 
rings  could  be  replaced 
by  college  rings,  which, 
in  turn,  could  be  replaced 
with  wedding  rings.  While 
rings  are  often  a  sign  of 
loyalty  and  dedication, 

-  each  of  us  has  a  long  way 

to  go  from  here,  and  Boston 
Latin  is  a  launching  pad  for  whatever 
comes  next.  With  all  that  is  ahead,  I 
don’t  want  to  sell  the  real  estate  on  my 
fingers  quite  yet,  and  I  don’t  want  to 
make  a  symbol  of  dedication  just  to  set 
it  aside  in  a  year.  Whatever  the  jewelry, 
we  will  always  remember  Latin  School 
and  be  true  to  our  school — as  the  Beach 
Boys  once  encouraged — even  when  we 
are  old  and  fat  and  retired  and  sitting 
in  our  beachside  estates,  and  our  rings 
no  longer  fit.  '  •  V.  .  . 
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The  Departed:  Murder,  Comedy,  and  Drama 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


I  am  such  a  good  Bostonian.  I  went 
to  see  Martin  Scorsese’s  The  Departed,  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  graphic  violence 
while  pooh-poohing  Vera  Farmiga’s  failure 
at  attempting  a  hint  of  a  realistic  Boston 
accent.  This  latest  gangster  epic  from 
Scorsese  is  being  hailed  as  a  return  to 
his  roots:  a  take-no-prisoners  massacre 
drama,  where  nothing  seems  holy  and 
the  body  count  multiplies  from  scene  to 
scene. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  this  film  re¬ 
ceived  an  R  rating;  it  contains  some  of 
the  most  coarse  language  ever  to  spew 
from  the  mouths  of  such  pretty  people. 

1  left  the  theater  desensitized  to  any¬ 
thing  obscene,  a  fact  that  those  around 
me  aren’t  especially  pleased  about.  Still, 
once  you  are  accustomed  to  the  vulgar 
vernacular,  the  flowing  profanity  is  a  blast 
to  absorb. 

Scorsese’s  style  has  changed  little 
over  the  years.  The  Departed’s  apprehen¬ 
sive,  nervous,  jittery  mood  is  emboldened 
by  the  hand-held  camera,  bouncing  from 
character  to  character  as  they  are  each 
assaulted  by  physical  thugs  and  mental  de¬ 
mons.  He  takes  his  time;  runtime  is  about 

2  hours  30  minutes  and  does  not  rush  a 
conclusion.  Even  after  main  characters 
die,  Scorsese  allows  time  for  the  repercus¬ 
sions  to  unfold  in  all  their  gory  glory  The 
film  paints  a  picture  of  Boston — Southie 
in  particular — yuppie-free  and  less  than 


tourist-friendly 

Jack  Nicholson  plays  an  insane 
Frank  Costello,  Hollywood’s  answer  to 


Matt  Damon  achieve  tough,  dramatic  and 
comedic  highs.  The  movie  is  in  fact  very 
funny,  almost  to  the  extent  of  being  a  dark 


„  sgipli; 


DICAPRIO  AND  DAMON  FEUD  AS  TWO  LOCAL  COPS. 


Whitey  Bulger,  who  seems  totally  in  con¬ 
trol  of  his  Boston  mob  empire.  Anyone 
who  wants  to  watch  Jack  be  a  coked-up 
childish  murder  will  be  glad  to  shell  out 
ten  dollars  for  a  ticket. 

In  fact  it  seems  that  the  entire 
cast  has  flourished  in  front  of  this  great 
director’s  camera.  Along  with  co-star 
Nicholson,  both  Leonardo  DiCaprio  and 


comedy.  Their  reactions  to  situations,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  situations  themselves, 
break  up  the  paranoia  at  perfect  mo¬ 
ments,  releases  that  keep  the  movie  fun 
and  engaging,  even  after  yet  another  Irish¬ 
man  is  brutally  murdered.  And  another. 
And  another.  And  another. 

The  plot  twists  and  turns,  but  it  fol¬ 
lows  this  general  idea:  the  Boston  Police 


plants  Billy  Costigan  (DiCaprio)  into  the 
local  mob  run  by  maniacal  Frank  Costello 
(Nicholson).  Costello,  at  the  same  time, 
has  his  own  mole  at  the  police  headquar 
ters,  Colin  Sullivan  (Damon).  Costigan 
and  Sullivan  share  a  love  interest,  the 
smart  and  beautiful  Madolyn  (Farmiga), 
Mark  Whalberg  drops  in  to  swear  a  lot 
and  be  generally  awesome,  and  many 
people  die.  There  is  a  sexual  encounter 
between  two  main  characters  that  is  short, 
sweet  and  almost  totally  forgotten  and 
left  behind  as  the  plot  reaches  a  climax 
of  its  own. 

While  The  Departed  begins  with  the 
public  outrage  at  Boston’s  busing  policy, 
little  more  is  said  about  the  racial  tensions 
that  were,  and  still  are,  very  prominent  in 
the  city’s  identity.  No  matter  how  many 
glorious  casualties  Scorsese  puts  in  his 
epic,  he  shies  away  from  really  stirring 
the  water.  There  is  very  little  mention  of 
the  tensions  between  blacks  and  whites. 
Irishmen  and  Italians  or  rich  and  poor. 
When  so  much  is  portrayed  in  such  stark 
realism — drug  abuse,  violence,  crime — it 
is  disheartening  that  the  movie  couldn’t 
confront  these  underlying  issues. 

This  motion  picture  is  a  magnificent 
B  movie.  I  was  upset  by  some  of  the  more 
abrupt  and  jarring  plot  twists,  which  I  felt 
ultimately  subtracted  from  the  drama. 
Still,  these  certainly  made  it  more  fun  to 
watch,  and  that  is  why  you  should  see  this 
movie — it  is  going  to  be  some  of  the  most 
exhilarating,  guilty  fun  you  will  have  at  a 
movie  this  fall. 


By  Ying  Wang,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


When  you  hear  the  name  Spike, 
what’s  the  first  thing  that  comes  to  mind? 
Spike  Lee  is  probably  the  most  popular 
answer  to  such  a  question.  Once  you  try 
one  of  Spike’s  famous  Junkyard  Dogs, 
however,  whatever  other  association  you 
had  with  the  name  Spike  will  soon  fade. 
This  friendly,  family-oriented  restaurant  is 
situated  on  1076  Boylston  St.  around  the 
corner  from  Mass.  Ave.  For  anyone  who  is 
familiar  with  the  area,  it  is  right  next  door 
to  Little  Steve’s  Pizza  House  and  Daddy’s 
Drum  Shop. 

Since  Junkyard  Dogs  only  recently 
opened  in  the  Boston  area,  not  many 
Bostonians  are  aware  of  the  greatness  that 
is  Spike’s.  Spike’s  is  what  you  would  call  a 
classic  fastfood  restaurant  with  a  trendy 
menu  that  appeals  to  all  ages.  Their  menu 
is  divided  into  6  major  groups  -  burgers 
(made  from  1/3  lb.  of  black  angus),  grilled 
chicken  sandwiches,  beef  dogs  (made 
from  100%  beef),  wings  &  tenders,  salads 
and  subs.  My  favorite  dish  while  dining  at 


Spike's  Junkyard  Dogs 


Spike’s  was  their  Junk¬ 
yard  Fries,  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  curly  French 
fries  covered  in  chili  & 
cheddar.  Oh,  and  the 
best  thing  Spike’s  has 
to  offer  on  their  menu? 

Cheap  to  moderate 
prices  (something  that 
can  come  in  handy  for 
a  frugal  student  like 
myself)! 

The  best  kept 
secret  of  Boston  didn’t 
actually  originate  in 
this  city,  but  rather,  had  humble  begin¬ 
nings  in  Providence,  RI.  The  founder  of 
Spike’s,  David  Drake,  stumbled  upon  the 
idea  of  opening  a  restaurant  after  one  of 
his  friends  commented,  “That’s  a  REAL 
junkyard  dog  you  have  there”  (in  reference 
to  Drake’s  bulldog  Spike).  The  idea  for 
Spike’s  was  born  and  the  first  restaurant 
was  opened  in  1991.  The  Spike’s  franchise 
business  only  further  expanded  in  popu¬ 
larity  and  quantity  Its  great  tasting  hot 
dogs  and  delicious  burgers  would  soon 


immigrate  to  Massachusetts,  where  there 
have  been  three  new  locations  opened  in 
the  past  four  years:  Boston,  Allston,  Davis 
Square  and  Somerville. 

As  soon  as  you  set  foot  inside,  the 
ultra  bright  yellow  walls  will  most  likely 
catch  your  attention.  These  walls  aren’t 
just  any  ordinary  walls.  They’re  practi¬ 
cally  decorated  from  head  to  toe  with 
signs  devoted  to  canines.  I  can  guarantee 
you  that  the  restaurant’s  insides  are  sure 
to  be  a  sight  for  sore  eyes.  You’ll  immedi¬ 


ately  be  impressed  with  the  arrangement 
of  everything  that  makes  the  customer 
feel  right  at  home.  Classic,  catchy  tunes 
are  played  at  a  moderate  volume  and  the 
entrance  to  the  cooking  area  uses  a  steel 
fence  as  its  gateway. 

If  you’re  looking  for  a  challenge, 
you  can  try  to  overcome  the  daring  Dog 
of  the  House  competition,  which  is  a 
contest  to  see  how  many  Spike’s  hot  dogs 
you  can  consume  in  an  hour.  If  you  reach 
a  certain  amount,  not  only  will  you  have 
walked  away  with  a  free  meal,  but  a  photo 
of  yourself  immortalized  in  the  Dog  of  the 
House  hall  of  fame. 

Spike’s  cares  about  animals  as  well. 
Even  though  their  primary  goal  is  to 
produce  the  best  quality  fastfood  around, 
they  also  have  a  soft  spot  for  animals.  In 
every  Spike’s  restaurant,  there  is  a  special 
collection  box  for  the  Animal  Rescue 
League. 

Still  trudging  your  way  to  McDon¬ 
ald’s  to  satisfy  your  hunger?  Forget  Burger 
King  or  Wendy’s!  Spike’s  will  be  the  next 
fast  food  restaurant  to  take  Boston  by 
storm. 


Boston  before  Broadway 


on  tour  before  opening  in  New  York,  so 
Boston  is  lucky  to  be 
the  first  city  to  get 
to  see  this  innovative 
new  musical.  Based 
on  the  novel  by  Nick 
Hornby,  High  Fidelity 
stars  John  Cusack  and 
is  written  by  a  Southie 
native.  Rob,  a  record 
store  owner  played 
in  this  production  by 
Will  Chase  C RENT ), 
examines  his  past  rela¬ 
tionships  while  trying 


handle  Kurt  Kobain’s  intervention. 
_  While 


“I’d  like  to  think  that 

OUR  GENERATION  IS  A  LITTLE 
MORE  OPEN-MINDED  WHEN  IT 
COMES  TO  ENTERTAINMENT 


the 

Boston  Globe  gave 
the  show  a  bad  re¬ 
view,  claiming  that 
rock  music  and 
Broadway  don’t 
mix,  I’d  like  to 
think  that  our  gen¬ 
eration  is  a  little 
more  open-minded 
when  it  comes  to 
entertainment.  In 
fact,  I  was  blown 


By  Talia  Clark,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


Boston’s  Theatre  District’s  reputa¬ 
tion  is  far  from  that  of  New  York’s  Broad¬ 
way,  but  we  are  nevertheless  lucky  to  live 
in  such  a  large,  culturally  rich  city,  where 
good  entertainment  is  easy  to  find.  In  the 
next  month,  there  are  two  productions  in 
Boston  worthy  of  the  attention  of  every 
theatre  fanatic,  and  perhaps  some  non¬ 
enthusiasts  as  well. 

High  Fidelity,  which  is  playing  at 
the  Colonial  Theatre  until  October  22, 
is  a  brand  new  musical,  premiering  in 
Boston  before  it  attempts  to  make  it  on 
Broadway.  In  modern  theatre  procedure, 
it’s  actually  quite  rare  for  a  show  to  go 


to  get  back  with  his  ex-girlfriend,  Laura, 
after  she  dumps  him  for  a  vegetarian 
interventionist,  who  just  so  happened  to 


away  when  I  saw 
High  Fidelity,  and  would  recommend  it  to 
almost  anyone.  The  set  was  nothing  short 
ot  amazing,  and  the  music’s  witty  lyrics 


are  sung  by  a  cast  of  some  very  powerful 
voices.  It  follows  the  same  trend  that 
Jonathan  Larson  set  when  he  modernized 
musical  theatre  with  his  “rock  opera,” 
RENT,  diverting  from  the  usual  Broadway 
score  with  a  soundtrack  of  songs  that 
you  almost  wouldn’t  realize  came  from  a 
musical.  The  music  ranges  from  Modern 
Rock  to  Aretha  Franklin-esque  ballads  to 
AC/DC-inspired  songs,  and  even  throws 
in  a  scene  in  tribute  to  Eminem  and  the 
rap  genre.  A  lot  like  RENT  both  in  terms 
of  sound  and  the  audience  it  hopes  to 
attract,  this  is  a  musical  perfect  for  our 
generation.  For  those  interested  in  the 

Theatre 
Continued  on  page  13 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 

Spotlight 


Nghi  Tran 


By  Claudia  Tenen,  I 

News  Editor 


When  I  see  her,  I  think  of  my  snack 
buddy,  the  one  who  shared  Quaker’s  to- 
die-for  caramel  rice  cakes  all  year  long 
with  me  in  writing  class,  and  who  gave  me 
the  malodorous  onions  she  didn’t  want 
from  her  salad — it  was  a  perfect  fit. 

When  most  people  see  her,  how¬ 
ever,  they  see  the  fashion  diva,  the  girl 
meticulously  dressed  in  outfits  that  are 
assembled  better  than  any  to  be  found 
on  a  runway.  Others  see  her  as  the  creme 
de’  la  creme  of  the  artists  when  they 
encounter  her  in  the  art  wing,  which  she 
frequently  inhabits,  or  at  the  table  she 
occupies  by  7:00  a.m.  every  morning 
(along  with  her  rather  intimidating  as¬ 
sortment  of  markers,  pencils,  paper  and 
other  myriad  tools) 

Based  on  visuals  alone,  the  many 
stereotypical  assumptions  about  this 
young  lady  with  heritage  she  proudly 
flaunts — Filipino,  Vietnamese,  and 
Korean  (she  was  actually  born  in  Malay¬ 
sia) — would  be  accurate.  An  artist  from 
her  youngest  years,  Nghi  Tran  has  been 
drawing  all  her  life  and  participates  in 
Artists  for  Humanity  every  summer;  in 
the  future,  she  aspires  to  be  a  fashion 
buyer,  traveling  around  and  seeing  the 
world  as  she  buys  merchandise  and  cloth¬ 
ing  for  companies  at  home.  Everybody 
who  sees  her  on  a  daily  basis  can  attest 
that  she  is  fashion-sawy,  no  matter  the 
style  they  prefer — her  impeccable  sense 
of  clothing  and  accessories  transcends  all 
tastes  except,  perhaps,  that  of  Sparta. 

Innumerable  assumptions  about 
this  Asian  chick,  however,  would  be 
completely  off  target.  Not  a  fan  of  math, 
to  say  the  least,  she  happens  to  be  an 
incredible  athlete.  She  loves  crew,  which 
she  describes  as  simply  “the  best  part  of 
my  life.”  The  demanding  sport  takes  up 
half  of  the  year,  yet  she  “cannot  imagine 
[playing}  any  other  sport.”  Friends  can 
certify  that  she’s  constantly  working  out 
and  keeping  fit  even  off-season,  and  she 
keeps  herself  in  good  shape  with  her  love 
of  food — healthy  food,  that  is. 

The  other  sides  of  Nghi,  however, 
are  not  so  obvious  based  on  her  school 
activities.  As  the  friendliest  of  fashion 
queens  with  a  secret  fear  of  germs,  she 
has  a  younger  brother  and  sister,  which 
perhaps  explains  her  great  love  for  kids. 
“I  want  to  work  with  orphanages  when 
I’m  older,”  she  admits,  and  already  has 
helped  students  in  need  at  the  Saturday 
Success  School  for  three  years.  This 
voluntary  service  comes  from  her  love 
of  children  and  her  gratitude  for  the 
help  the  program  gave  her  when  she  was 
younger. 

While  she  finds  pleasure  in  simple 
things,  Nghi’s  friendliness  and  talent  as 
an  artist  are  undeniably  well-developed 
and  extremely  admirable.  Soon,  everyone 
will  be  able  to  see  her  work,  which  will  be 
included  in  an  exhibit  of  BLS  artwork  at 
Spars  on  Huntington  and  Longwood. 
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The  Killers  Go  to  Town 
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By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


It  is  only  their  second  CD,  but  the 
Killers  have  struck  gold  with  Sam’s  Town. 
This  follows  their  debut  al¬ 
bum  Hot  Fuss  in  2004  which 
sold  more  than  five  million 
copies  worldwide.  Although 
sometimes  described  as 
indie  rock,  one  might  say 
that  The  Killers  are  any¬ 
thing  but  indie,  joining  the 
mainstream  scene  with  such 
hits  from  their  first  album 
as  “Somebody  Told  Me,” 

“Mr.  Brightside,”  and  most 
recently  off  of  the  new  CD, 

“When  You  Were  Young.” 

They  are  signed  with  Uni¬ 
versal  Music  Group,  one 
of  the  biggest  record  labels 
worldwide.  They  have  also 
had  some  petty  band  feuds 
with  The  Bravery  and  Fall 
Out  Boy,  and  are  so  big  that 
they  were  nominated  for 
five  Grammy  Awards. 

Despite  this  false  aura 
of  indie-ness,  their  music 
should  be  listened  to — their  * 
rock  and  disco  sound  has  a  new  twist  to 
it,  contrasting  with  Hot  Fuss.  The  debut 
album  seems  to  have  a  foreign  sound  to 
it,  rife  with  disco  references.  Sam’s  Town 
seems  to  be  more  down-to-earth  and 
might  refer  to  Uncle  Sam  or  the  United 
States.  The  album  art  features  images  of 


Americana,  picturing  a  ram  and  a  woman 
in  a  bathing  suit  wearing  a  sash  that  says 
“MISS”  in  front  of  a  trailer  in  a  barren 
area.  This  might  be  a  reference  to  the  fact 
that  the  band  originates  in  the  West,  and 


the 
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The  Killers  were  created  in  Las  Vegas. 
To  them  personally,  and  to  some  fans,  it 
brings  a  more  recognizable  feeling  than 
the  glorified  sound  of  Hot  Fuss. 

For  example,  the  songs  “Enterlude” 
and  “Exitlude”  are  “a  pair  of  carny-styled 
snippets... that  lend  to  a  conceptual 


quality  to  the  disc,”  according  to  David 
Sprague  of  Barnes  &  Noble.  They  are 
short  songs  that  bookend  the  CD  and 
display  a  sort  of  welcoming  feeling,  both 
at  the  start  and  in  the  end.  They  each 
say,  “It  seems  like  heaven 
ain’t  far  away...”  in  contrast 
to  “Somebody  Told  Me” 
from  Hot  Fuss,  which  says, 
“Heaven  ain’t  close  in  a 
place  like  this...”  Other 
songs  seem  to  display  a 
sort  of  trust  in  a  higher 
being  to  destiny  and  a  “Fa¬ 
ther.”  For  instance,  regard¬ 
ing  the  song  “For  Reasons 
Unknown,”  Brandon  Flow¬ 
ers,  the  lead  singer,  says,  “I 
said  if  destiny’s  kind,  I’ve 
got  the  rest  on  my  mind...” 
Of  course,  there  are  also 
catchy  songs  that  show  an 
improvement  since  their 
last  CD,  such  as  “This 
River  Is  Wild”  and  “Bling 
(Confessions  of  a  King).” 
Mr.  Flowers  also  implies 
that  he  has  some  insecuri¬ 
ties  in  the  incredible  song 
'  •'  Tj“Why  Do  I  Keep  Coiintr- 
*  -  *  ^ing,”  where  he  implies  his 
phobia  of  fly-  ing  and  mortality.  Paranoia 
aside,  however,  Mr.  Flowers  will  probably 
see  higher  aspects  and  larger  opportuni¬ 
ties  stemming  from  the  CD  sales.  It  is 
up  to  the  public  whether  or  not  Sam’s 
Town  can  surpass  the  performance  of 
Hot  Fuss. 


This  Fall,  Scalene's  in  Style 


By  Cat  Coyne,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Just  when  you  thought  you  were 
safe  from  trigonometry — that  two  week 
unit  in  your  math  class  which  was  almost 
all  you  could  bear — the  triangle  has 
come  running  back 
to  haunt  you.  But  in 
a  much  more  fabu¬ 
lous  way  than  that 
oF  toga-sporting  Py¬ 
thagoras.  The  trian¬ 
gle  has  made  its  way 
to  the  streets,  the 
runway  and  yes — if 
you  should  be  so 
lucky — a  classroom 
near  you.  Now,  I’m 
not  talking  triangle 
patterns;  geometric 
went  out  the  door 
with  Carleton  from 
the  Fresh  Prince  of 
Bel  Air ,  but  rather 
the  silhouette.  The 
triangle  silhouette 
is  the  new  shape  of 
fall. 

Now,  don’t 
be  too  fooled  by 
its  name;  I  promise 
you  won’t  look  like  a 
walking  piece  of  piz¬ 
za.  The  triangle,  or 

the  “exclamation  point”  to  some  fashioni- 
stas,  calls  for  broader  shoulders,  heavier, 
layered  items  on  top  and  sleeker,  skinnier 
pieces  on  the  bottom.  Throw  away  those 
peasant  skirts,  flares  and  body-hugging 
tops,  and  pick  up  a  chunky  sweater  and 
some  slim-fit  jeans. 

The  triangle  can  be  achieved  with 
four  simple  steps: 

Put  some  clothes  on  and  lose  the 
“attitude.”  In  the  words  of  the  great  Mark 
Twain,  “People  who  are  naked  have  little 
or  no  influence  on  society.”  No  one  really 


wants  to  know  if  you  are  an  “innie”  or 
an  “outie.”  No  more  midriffs  or  unmen¬ 
tionables;  fall  is  all  about  the  strike  zone. 
It’s  pure  class  all  the  way  this  fall,  with 
minimal  amounts  of  unnecessary  skin. 
Secondly,  lose  the  attitude  shirts.  No  one 
really  cares  if  you  are  “Boi  Crazy”  or  if 


"DON'T  BLAME  ME  IF  YOU  LOOK  LIKE  PIZZA." 


you  have  a  “black  belt  in  flirting”  (even 
if  this  catchy  little  phrase  is  embellished 
with  sparkles  and  printed  on  the  finest 
rayon  T-shirt). 

Classic  prints.  Bold  plaids,  rich 
tweeds  and  even  leopard  prints  (if  you 
dare  to  be  so  wild)  have  been  resurrected 
in  fall  fashion.  Pair  that  sleek,  skinny 
denim  with  a  bold  boxy  jacket  or  chunky, 
hound’s-tooth  sweater.  Substitute  your 
body-hugging  sheers  for  pieces  with  extra 
volume  in  size  and  pattern.  Think  bold 
colors  as  well:  mustard  yellow,  olive  green, 


pomegranate,  mauve.  A  fresh,  bold  print 
that  pops  will  catch  the  eye  and  is  easily 
balanced  with  sleeker  pants  or  a  skirt. 

Go  skinny.  Skinny  denim  is  not 
nearly  as  scary  as  you  may  think.  Skinny 
jeans  in  a  dark  wash  can  actually  elongate 
almost  any  body  shape.  Pair  your  skinny 
jeans  or  cords 
with  a  rounded 
toe  shoe.  Put 
away  your  super 
pointy,  terribly 
uncomfortable 
shoes  for  now,  la¬ 
dies.  Fall  is  about 
softer,  more  in¬ 
viting  shapes  and 
trust  me — skinny 
jeans  can  be  far 
more  fierce  than 
any  patent-leath¬ 
er  stiletto.  This 
isn’t  directed  pri¬ 
marily  to  the  la¬ 
dies,  guys  should 
go  skinny  too. 
Now  only  fanat¬ 
ics  might  go  as  far 
to  slip  on  a  pair 
of  their  sisters’, 
but  the  average 
Joe  can  rock  the 
triangle  as  well 
with  a  slimmer 
-  fitting  jean. 

And  finally  be  yourself.  As  cheesy  as 
it  may  seem,  I  know  that  I  cannot  tell  you 
what  to  wear.  Quite  frankly,  I  don’t  want 
to.  But  I  do  challenge  you  to  find  some¬ 
thing  truly  fabulous,  whether  it  is  from 
Saks  or  Savers  (preferably  the  latter).  Find 
something  this  fall  that’s  utterly  “you”  (a 
gemmed  sweater,  perhaps,  with  a  unicorn 
decal  or  a  chic  menswear  vest). 

As  we  wrap  up  our  discussion  of  this 
season,  keep  these  key  things  in  mind: 
volume  on  top,  narrow  on  the  bottom, 
cover  up  and  radiate  class. 
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New  from  Nippon 

By  Alvin  Phu,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  game  that  has  topped  the 
charts  of  many  gaming  and  news  websites 
only  days  after  its  release  is  not  the  new¬ 
est  installment  of  GTA  or  the  latest  up¬ 
date  to  Madden.  It  is  not  even  the  newest 
Mario  or  Halo  game.  Still,  some  have  even 
heralded  it  as  the 
best  PlayStation  2 
game  of  2006.  This 
breath  of  fresh  air 
for  the  gasping  gam¬ 
ing  industry  is  Clo¬ 
ver  Studios’s  latest 
brainchild,  Okami. 

Clover,  ofViewtiful 
Joe  fame,  paints  a 
unique  caricature  of 
Japanese  mythology 
in  this  original  cre¬ 
ation.  Despite  the 
fact  that  it  does  not 
sport  running  over 
women  of  the  night, 
scoring  touchdowns 
or  getting  the  high¬ 
est  score,  Okami  is  a 
unique  experience 
that  will  grab  you 
and  throw  you  into 
a  world  that  both  is 
aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  and  promises  an 
overall  fun  time. 

The  game  cen¬ 
ters  around  a  goddess  named  Amaterasu, 
a  sun  deity  who  is  reborn  from  the  heav¬ 
ens  in  the  form  of  a  celestial  wolf  and 
saves  a  village  from  a  hideous  beast.  After 
a  few  decades,  the  beast,  of  course,  comes 
back,  and  it  is  up  to  her  to  save  the  land 
once  again  from  evil.  Although  the  story 
is  the  typical  fodder  of  good  versus  evil, 
Okami  goes  about  telling  it  in  a  highly 
stylized  and  humorous  way.  The  story 
is  fast  paced  and  well  driven  as  you  are 
placed  in  the  shoes  of  Amaterasu  in  her 
travels  across  Nippon,  a  mythical  version 
of  archaic  Japan. 

The  aspect  of  the  game  that  stands 
out  the  most  is  the  visuals.  Although  one 
couldn’t  say  the  graphics  are  top  of  the 
line,  Okami  instead  transcends  this  by 


using  a  visual  style  that  is  completely  its 
own.  The  game  uses  cel-shaded  graphics, 
3-D  models  designed  to  look  hand-drawn, 
in  order  to  mimic  styles  not  unlike  those 
seen  in  ancient  Japanese  ink  art.  When 
playing  the  game,  it  feels  as  if  you  are 
part  of  a  living,  breathing  painting  that 
has  come  to  life.  Paired  with  a  traditional 
Japanese  soundtrack,  everything  fits 


together  perfectly  to  give  you  a  feast  for 
the  eyes  and  ears. 

Along  with  the  strong  visuals  and 
style,  the  gameplay  is  also  unique  and 
fresh.  Many  comparisons  can  be  made  to 
another  adventure  epic  series,  The  Legend 
ofZelda.  Okami  is  a  typical  real-time  ac¬ 
tion/adventure  game  where  you  fight  ene¬ 
mies,  explore  dungeons  and  solve  puzzles 
to  gain  new  abilities  in  order  to  access 
areas  previously  unreachable.  However, 
what  is  really  unique  about  the  game  is 
its  brush  system.  Amaterasu  is  able  to 
interact  with  the  world  around  her  via  a 
magic  brush.  For  example,  if  Amaterasu 
were  to  come  across  a  huge  boulder,  one 
could  activate  this  brush  ability  and  draw 
a  line  across  the  boulder  which  would  cut 


Okami 

it  in  half,  not  unlike  a  sword.  There  are 
many  other  different  uses  that  vary  from 
basic  combat  to  being  able  to  change  and 
shape  the  environment. 

Despite  these  great  qualities,  the 
only  drawback  to  this  game  is  the  lack 
of  comprehensible  speech.  Although  the 
writing  and  storyline  for  Okami  is  unique 
and  original,  the  game  uses  a  form  of 

gibberish  to 
compen¬ 
sate  for  lack 
of  speech, 
which  can 
get  very  an¬ 
noying  at 
times  and 
prompt  you 
to  push  the 
mute  but¬ 
ton  on  your 
TV.  It  espe¬ 
cially  stands 
out  due  to 
the  lengthy 
introduction 
and  large 
amount  of 
dialogue  it 
throws  at 
you  at  the 
beginning 
of  the  game, 
which  can 
turn  off  im¬ 
patient  gam¬ 
ers.  Once  you 
are  past  that  point,  however,  you  are  in 
for  a  real  treat  of  clever  dialogue  and 
story. 

Overall,  Okami  could  be  considered 
a  contemporary  masterpiece.  The  game 
possesses  great  visuals,  sound,  style  and 
game  play.  Besides  the  main  story,  there 
are  also  numerous  side  quests  to  keep 
you  busy  for  a  very  long  time.  The  visuals 
alone  are  enough  to  make  you  want  to 
keep  coming  back  and  exploring  more 
unknown  territory.  While  video  games 
are  not  usually  considered  art,  this  game 
defies  that  standard.  Okami  is  out  now  for 
the  PlayStation  2  console. 

You  can  find  more  information 
about  Okami  at  http://ww2.capcom. 
com/okami. 

thing? 


What  is  this  "CW" 


By  Denise  Nguyen,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


If  you  can’t  beat  them,  what  do  you 
do?  Combine  your  forces!  As  many  of 
you  have  noticed  this  fall,  Warner  Broth¬ 
ers  and  UPN  do  not  exist  any  longer.  In¬ 
stead,  the  two  sta¬ 
tions  have  merged 
to  become  the 
CW,  with  green 
being  its  signature 
color.  The  name 
of  the  network  is 
a  combination  of 
the  first  initials 
of  CBS,  the  own¬ 
er  of  UPN,  and 
WB.  “We  couldn’t 
call  it  the  WC 
for  obvious  rea¬ 
sons,”  joked  CBS 
chairman,  Les 
Moonves. 

Although  the  CW  is  targeted  most¬ 
ly  at  younger  viewers,  it  hopes  to  become 
the  fifth  major  broadcast  network  after 
CBS,  ABC,  NBC  and  FOX.  By  doing 
o,  it  has  featured  the  highest  rated 
hows  from  both  the  WB  and  UPN.  The 
eturning  shows  will  include  WB’s  One 


Tree  Hill  and  Seventh  Heaven  (which  was 
supposed  to  end,  but  surprisingly  not 
only  returned  airing  its  eleventh  season, 
but  also  stole  Everwoods  slot  on  the 
CW)  as  well  as  the  UPN’s  Veronica  Mars 
and  America’s  Next  Top  Model  (which,  in 
order  to  make  things  interesting,  will 
have  twin  models  this  season).  There  will 
also  be  two  new 
shows:  The  Game , 
a  comedy  about 
the  wives  of  foot¬ 
ball  players,  and 
Runaway,  a  family 
drama.  “The  CW 
has  created  a  pro¬ 
gram  schedule  with 
established  hits 
every  night,”  says 
Marc  Schacher. 

In  addition, 
the  CW  will  be 
showing  reruns  of 
shows  like  Everybody  Loves  Raymond, 
Will  and  Grace  and  Sex  in  the  City.  Also, 
the  WB  Ten  O’Clock  News  will  now 
become  the  CWTen  O’Clock  News  and 
the  five  hour  Saturday  morning  cartoon 
block  usually  aired  on  the  WB  will  now 
be  called  Kids’  WB  on  the  CW  instead. 
Furthermore,  there  will  be  new  midsea¬ 


son  shows  airing  in  the  spring  such  as 
The  Search  for  the  Next  Pussycat  Doll  and 
the  rumored  Gossip  Girls,  based  on  the 
book  by  Cecily  von  Ziegesar. 

The  programming  gap  that  sur 
faced  because  of  the  merge  of  the  two 
stations  is  still  UPN  38  for  Boston 
viewers.  Although,  there  won’t  be  any 
hit  shows,  there  will  be  shows  such  as 
Jeopardy  and  Dr.  Phil. 

There  are  still  some  people,  how¬ 
ever,  who  strongly  believe  that  the 
CW  will  never  beat  the  other  top  four 
ranking  networks  because  of  its  younger 
target  audience  and  its  first  marketing 
campaign  called  “Free  to  Be.”  The  cam¬ 
paign  advertised  the  network  on  bus 
sides,  billboard,  television,  internet  and 
in  magazines.  The  posters  were  thought 
to  be  tacky  because  of  its  ridiculous 
photos  and  trite  slogans  like  “Free  to  be 
Scary,”  which  advertised  Supernatural. 
Nevertheless,  the  CW  proved  skeptics 
wrong  on  September  24,  during  its 
premiere  week,  when  it  beat  FOX  and 
ranked  fourth,  a  status  that  the  UPN 
and  the  WB  would  probably  never  have 
reached  independently. 

For  more  information  and  a  sched¬ 
ule  visit  ww.cwtv.com  or  the  Boston’s 
CW  at  www.bostonscw.trb.com. 


“We  couldn’t  call  it  the  WC 

FOR  OBVIOUS  REASONS” 


Les  Moonves 

CBS  Chairman 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 

Spotlight 

Dan  Attridge 


By  Brendan  Powers,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


“I’m  exhausted,”  I  say  to  Dan  as 
we  part  ways  and  trade  goodbyes  with 
a  few  of  our  friends  Saturday  night.  “I 
can’t  wait  to  finally  get  some  sleep.”  Dan 
nods  his  agreement  and  yawns.  “Yeah,  me 
too,”  he  adds.  “I  think  Pm  gonna  work 
on  the  piece  for  Wolftones,  and  then  I’m 
definitely  gonna  go  to  bed.”  I  look  up 
and  laugh  as  I  turn  to  leave.  That’s  Dan 
for  you.  I  walk  home,  entertained.  The 
crystal  clear  image  of  Dan’s  curly  brown 
hair  bobbing  up  and  down  above  the  piano 
keys  is  in  my  head.  The  dim  living  room  is 
just  bright  enough  for  me  to  make  out  the 
sheet  music  lying,  well,  all  over  the  place, 
along  with  the  multiple  cups  of  coffee. 
This  kid  knows  how  to  get  things  done. 

Boston  Latin  School’s  chorus  group, 
the  Wolftones,  is  Dan’s  most  passionate 
project.  He  heads  the  afterschool  singing 
group  along  with  classmate  and  buddy 
Eric  Nelson  (I)  on  Mondays,  and  some¬ 
times  more  often  if  he’s  game  to  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  an  arrangement.  It’s 
hard  to  summarize  the  genuine  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  sweat  that  these  guys  put  into  the 
group  on  a  daily  basis.  Dan  will  overhear  a 
song  on  the  radio,  and  then  BAM! — “This 
would  be  amazing  if  we  could  pull  this  off 
for  Wolftones!”  He’s  not  one  to  suggest 
something  without  reason.  When  Mon¬ 
day  morning  rolls  around,  he’s  already 
photocopied  his  arrangement  of  that  very 
song  for  each  member.  He  shrugs  casu¬ 
ally  as  he  says,  “Yeah,  I  just  added  some 
harmonies.  They  should  sound  pretty 
good.”  The  clock  reads  4:00  p.m.  with 
the  guys  still  gathered  around  Attridge  at 
the  piano.  “You  guys,  if  you  could  all  just 
stay  ‘til  4:30,  that  would  be  amazing!”  His 
excitement  is  as  undeniable  as  the  quality 
of  his  compositions.  He  doesn’t  do  this 
because  he  has  to.  He  really  and  truly 
loves  music. 

Dan  is  also  a  core  member  of  Con¬ 
cert  Choir,  as  well  as  a  seasoned  drummer 
in  Football  Band.  This  only  allows  enough 
time  for  him  to  practice  guitar,  banjo, 
harmonica  and — let’s  just  say  it  would 
take  less  time  to  brief  you  on  what  this  kid 
can’t  play  "You  might  be  surprised,  then, 
to  hear  that  his  heart  isn’t  necessarily  set 
on  a  music  college.  He’s  dying  to  get  in 
touch  with  those  Irish  roots  of  his,  and 
once  even  announced  to  our  sex-ed  class 
that  he  saw  himself,  somewhere  down  the 
line,  herding  sheep  by  his  thatch  cottage. 
He’s  fostering  quite  the  ambition  to  travel, 
and  I  can’t  blame  him.  Dan’s  got  this  per 
sonality  that  Boston  is  just  not  going  to  be 
able  to  contain.  It  is  this  magnetism  that 
makes  us  love  him  so  much.  It  is  just  not 
something  you’re  going  to  find  anywhere 
else.  You’re  just  not. 

After  spending  14  years  at  the  same 
schools  with  him,  I  can’t  say  that  I’m  not 
going  to  miss  Dan.  I  can,  however,  say 
for  a  fact  that  he’s  going  to  succeed  at 
whatever  he  decides  to  pursue,  and  that 
he’ll  always  have  my  “respect.” 
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Latin  Football  Beats  CM;  Looks  to  English 


By  Brendan  McCoy,  I 

Staff  Writer 


While  most  of  us  spent  the  last  two 
weeks  of  summer  vacation  relaxing  and 
starting  our  summer  reading,  the  football 
team  was  hard  at  work  practicing  every 
day  in  the  heat  and  dust  of  the  Fens.  The 
Wolfpack  has  had  to  replace  many  of 
its  starters  from  last  year’s  team,  most 
notably  team  captain  and  Dual  County 
League  MVP  Rory  Foley  (’06).  Foley’s 
leadership  could  not  be  replaced  by  one 
individual  captain,  so  this  year’s  team 
is  instead  being  led  by  a  triple  threat  of 
seniors:  Greg  Maneikis,  Ben  Speicher  and 
Garo  Yessayan. 

In  their  inaugural  game  against 
Stoughton,  Boston  Latin  School  did 
not  fare  very  well,  but  the  defense  held 
the  opposition  scoreless  in  the  second 
half  while  the  offense  racked  up  17 
points.  The  Catholic  Memorial  game, 
however,  is  always  the  most  anticipated 
of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the 
annual  Thanksgiving  clash  with  Boston 
English.  This  year  is  no  exception.  Since 
the  cheerleaders  and  players  generated  a 
buzz  around  the  school,  the  home  game 
had  a  large  turnout  at  White  Stadium. 
After  the  Wolfpack  dominated  the  first 
half,  the  Knights  roared  back  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  half  to  push  the  game  into  overtime. 
Even  with  two  regulation  touchdowns, 
Captain  Yessayan  was  by  no  means  satis¬ 
fied.  Fellow  Captain  Maneikis  described 
Yessayan’s  in-game  intensity  thus:  “We 


could  see  the  hunger  for  the  end  zone 
in  his  eyes  and  the  brute  strength  in 
his  arms,  so  it  only  made  sense  that  he 
would  get  the  ball.”  Yessayan  received  the 
ball  multiple  times 
in  overtime,  rackr 
ing  up  two  more 
touchdowns  and 
the  clinching  two 
point  conversion, 
giving  him  140 
total  yards  and 
four  touchdowns 
that  night.  When 
asked  about  his 
heroics  Yessayan 
remained  modest: 

“Without  the  help 
of  the  {offensive} 
line,  I  wouldn’t 
have  gained  a 
single  yard.”  The 
offensive  line, 
guided  by  new¬ 
comer  Coach  Ap- 
perwhite,  held  up 
very  well,  espe¬ 
cially  considering 
that  every  start¬ 
ing  lineman  from  last  year’s  squad  had 
graduated.  Centered  by  Erik  Bloomquist 
(I),  the  other  hogs  include  Dan  “Diehard” 
Duggan  (II),  “Big  Man”  Casey  Yuen  (II), 
Andrew  “Meatball”  Iannaccone  (I),  and 
Eddie  Plefka  (I). 

Moving  on  to  the  next  week,  the 
Wolfpack  took  on  20thrranked  Wayland 


at  home,  and  was  shut  out  31-0.  The  team 
played  most  of  the  game  without  the 
previous  week’s  star  Yessayan,  who  was 
injured  in  the  second  play  scrimmage.  It 


was  a  familiar  theme,  as  season-ending  in¬ 
juries  plagued  the  team  last  year,  forcing, 
among  others,  both  of  the  team’s  DCL 
All-Stars  onto  the  bench  with  torn  ACEs. 
As  Captain  Speicher  remarked,  “Our  big¬ 
gest  opponent  this  year  is  going  to  be  the 
injury  bug.  If  we  can  get  past  that,  then 
we  can  win  the  DCL.”  So  far  no  one  has 


suffered  a  season-ending  injury,  but  the 
“bug”  has  bitten  players  other  than  Yes¬ 
sayan,  including  Connor  “Diesel”  Duggan 
(I),  Ryan  “The  Lion  Hearted”  England 
(II),  and  Yuen.  All 
missed  the  Way- 
land  game  due  to 
injuries.  Though 
these  big-name 
players  were  in¬ 
active,  it  was  a 
team  effort  and  no 
one  was  making 
excuses.  When 
asked  why  there 
was  such  a  differ 
ence  between  the 
CM  and  Wayland 
games,  Dan  Dug¬ 
gan  explained, 
“the  intensity  level 
wasn’t  as  high  as  it 
was  against  CM,” 
but  he  assured  ev¬ 
eryone  that  the 
team  “will  come 
back  and  strike 
vengeance  upon 
all  our  foes  of  the 
Dual  County  League.”  Ted  “T-Bar”  Barry 
(I)  echoed  this  sentiment,  and  encour 
aged  “everyone  to  come  to  the  games 
and  cheer,  because  we  thrive  off  that 
energy.”  Everyone  should  listen  to  “T- 
Bar”  and  show  up  at  White  Stadium  for 
the  Wolfpack’s  next  home  game,  where 
victory  is  inevitable. 


Cross  Country  Keeps  Up  With  Competition 


By  Greer  McCormick,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Boston  Latin  School’s  fall  cross 
country  season  has  started.  The  Bay  State 
Invitational  (BSI)  was  the  last  Saturday  in 
September  and  the  team  far  exceeded  ex¬ 
pectations.  Captain  Caroline  O’Laughlin 
(I)  explained,  “We’ve  won  two  meets  so 
far  this  season,  one  versus  Weston  and 
another  against  Bedford.”  The  team  has 
lost  a  lot  of  its  seniors  from  the  previous 
season,  but  with  the  continued  leadership 
of  O’Laughlin,  Matt  Manning  (I)  and 
Shawn  Le  (I),  the  team  has  excelled.  As 
a  whole,  the  squad  is  looking  forward  to 
the  League  Championships. 

Coach  Meagher  stated  that  “the 
season  is  going  well  and  the  kids  are  run¬ 
ning  exceptionally.”  Coach  Meagher  was 


also  very  pleased  with  his  team’s  efforts 
at  the  BSI.  He  is  looking  forward  to  fur¬ 
ther  invitationals  taking  place  before  the 
championships. 

Cross  country  is  a  rigorous  sport 
where  the  participants  run  five  days  a 
week  at  an  average  of  five  miles  a  prac¬ 
tice,  some  even  reaching  up  to  10  miles. 
Cross  country  is  different  than  track  as 
explained  by  Isara  Krieger  (II):  “It’s  less 
pressure  because  we  all  do  the  same  race 
and  it’s  mote  of  a  team  sense.”  The  courses 
vary  from  school  to  school,  but  many  of 
them  contain  different  terrain,  footing 
and  elevation.  These  differences  make 
cross  country  a  sport  of  individual  endur 
ance  and  agility,  but  truly  incorporate  a 
team  spirit. 

The  Wolfpack  is  looking  forward  to 
the  future  with  contributions  from  young 


members,  such  as  Erin  Scannell  (II),  Kerri 
Costello  (III)  and  Michael  Schwartz  (II). 
As  the  season  progresses  we  can  expect 
all  of  the  members  to 
remain  competitive  in 
the  Massachusetts  In¬ 
terscholastic  Athletic 
Association  (MIAA). 

Andrew  Destefano  (II) 
added,  “As  a  team  we  are 
looking  forward  to  run 
at  least  a  minute  faster 
by  the  end  of  the  season 
than  we  did  at  the  5k 
versus  Weston.” 

The  team’s  meets 
are  at  Franklin  Park  al¬ 
most  every  Wednesday 
or  Saturday,  and,  as  I  am 
told,  are  a  pleasant  way 


to  spend  an  autumn  afternoon.  Fans  can 
look  for  team  standings  and  times  in  the 
high  school  section  of  The  Boston  Globe. 


Golf  Is  Young  and  Up  to  Par 


By  Ben  Speicher,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  golf  team  swings  into  action 
this  fall  with  a  combination  of  youth, 
intensity  and  a  plethora  of  fresh  faces. 
After  the  departure  of  a  significant  num¬ 
ber  of  experienced  seniors  last  year  (Matt 
Stone,  Pat  Poulin,  Marlene  O’Hara),  the 
most  dramatic  change  in  personnel  would 
probably  have  to  be  the  new  man  leading 
the  ‘Pack  (excuse  the  pun).  Mr.  Michael 
Britto,  a  man  whom  the  team  confidently 
claims  can  bench  300  plus  pounds,  will 
be  replacing  the  legendary  Coach  Benny 
Meyers  both  in  the  classroom  as  a  world 
history  teacher  and  on  the  greens  of  the 
golf  course.  His  infectious  attitude  of 
confidence  and  cheerfulness  has  definitely 
spread  to  the  upbeat  team. 

The  team  this  year  is  dominated  by 
sophomores  and,  as  a  result,  has  not  had 
quite  the  success  it  has  been  looking  for. 
Captain  Sam  Ghannam  (III)  says,  ‘“we  may 


be  young,  but  we  set  high  expectations  for 
ourselves,  and  a  lot  of  us  haven’t  stepped 
up  our  game  to  the  level  we  expected.” 
The  team,  however,  keeps  its  chin  up  and 
fights  through  the  “rough”  (pun  intended) 
times  with  the  positive  attitudes  of  players 
such  as  Captain  Greg  Keegan  (III),  whose 
advice  when  things  are  tough  is  “Find  your 
Happy  place,  then  just  grip  it  and  rip  it.” 
A  common  theme  this  year  on  the  golf 
team  has  been  how  much  fun  it  is  to  play 
together.  “We  always  try  to  have  muy  muy 
fun  while  we  play,  but  come  game  time, 
we  get  down  to  business,”  confessed  Mike 
“Mac”  McGlaughlin,  the  final  captain  in 
the  triumvirate  of  sophomore  leaders. 

Some  of  the  high-points  of  this 
season  have  been  the  pleasant  surprises 
of  Mike  Yandle  (III),  who  immediately 
won  the  team  and  his  opponents  over 
with  his  sweet  swing  and  even  sweeter 
face,  and  the  toughest  kid  in  the  Dual 


a  star  on  the  baseball  and  hockey  teams, 
for  each  of  which  he  is  a  captain,  brings 
both  leadership  and  a  new  attitude  to  golf. 
This  hockey-playerconverted  golfer  has  a 
glass-breaking  slapshot  that  easily  crosses 
over  to  powerful  drives  on  the  golf  course. 
Burke  gets  his  talent  from  his  unique  train¬ 
ing  regiment.  First  he  cross-trains  in  the 
batting  cages  near  his  house,  which  he  uses 
to  toughen  up  for  baseball  and  hockey.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  intense  workout,  he  goes  home 
and  plays  Tiger  Woods  ’07  on  his  Playstation 
2  to  train  and  prepare  his  mind  for  difficult 
on  course  scenarios.  Finally,  he  finishes  his 
day  by  practicing  his  short  game  at  a  local 
putt  putt  course.  Eamon  says,  “When  I  go 
to  the  mini-golf  courses,  I  just  try  to  focus 
and  tap,  tap,  tap  the  ball  in.  I  just  want  to 
send  it  to  its  home.” 

Desmond  “Shooter”  McHugh  (III), 
another  newcomer  and  chip  shot  extraor¬ 
dinaire,  most  remembers  Eamon  for  the 


alligators.  Another  newcomer  and  sopho¬ 
more,  Greg  “Sandman”  McQuaid  explains, 
“I  used  to  spend  more  time  in  the  sand 
than  a  camel  in  a  desert,  but  my  coaches 
and  captains  have  really  helped  me  out 
and  I  picked  up  a  very  valuable  tip.  ‘It’s  all 
in  the  hips.’”  McHugh  and  McQuaid  are 
just  two  of  the  six  sophomores  the  team  is 
grooming  for  the  future.  In  a  couple  years, 
this  core  of  sophomores  in  addition  to  the 
three  juniors,  (Andy  “Condor”  Connors, 
clutch  birdie  and  eagle  extraordinaire; 
Kevin  Fisher;  and  Wesley  Todd),  will 
surely  be  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  in 
the  DCL. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  season  closes  out, 
despite  an  unsuccessful  record  for  the 
team,  Captains  Sam  Ghannam  (III)  and 
Greg  Keegan  (III)  had  very  good  seasons 
and  will  be  representing  the  Wolfpack 
in  the  state  tournament.  Listen  out  for 
Ghannam’s  signature  catch  phrase  “Drain- 


County  Lqague,  Eamon  “Burkasaurus  time  he  dove  into  the  jxind  to  fetch  his  O!,”  and  you  can  be  sure  that  the  twp  are,  , 
Rex”  B'urkeVThis’walkroh'  senior,  already''  ball,  'narrowly  escaping  the"  fiancFeatihg  ’  doing  well. 
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Spotlight 


Caroline  O'Laughlin 


By  Sarah  Ronayne,  I 
&  Julia  Harney,  I 

Contributing  Writers 


We  have  known  Caroline  since 
our  elementary  school  days  at  Holy 
Name  School  in  West  Roxbury.  Her 
athleticism  was  evident  even  then 
while  we  participated  at  the  West 
Roxbury  Community  Center  track 
and  field  program.  Currently,  she’s 
still  running  every  season,  and  until 
recently  she  was  swimming  at  the 
West  Roxbury  YMCA  on  a  regular 
basis.  She  has  also  managed  to  obtain 
quite  a  name  for  herself  in  the  run¬ 
ning  world. 

Most  of  you  have  probably  seen 
Caroline  in  school,  always  wearing 
spandex  and  constantly  hydrating  from 
her  trusty  nalgene.  Or  maybe  you  have 
seen  her  picture  continuously  showing 
up  in  the  Boston  Globe  for  All  Scholas¬ 
tics.  Either  way  her  talent  is  undeni¬ 
able.  Whether  she  is  being  captain  of 
the  cross  country  or  the  indoor  and 
outdoor  track  teams,  she  rarely  gets 
a  break.  In  the  past  few  years  she  has 
had  to  deal  with  some  setbacks  such 
as  mononucleosis,  sprained  ankles 
and  other  injuries  that  come  with  the 
territory  of  such  a  strenuous  sport. 
She,  however,  always  manages  to  pull 
through. 

In  fact,  last  year  during  the  fall 
cross  country  season  Caroline  placed 
second  at  the  States  Coaches  Meet  and 
seventh  in  States.  She  also  finished 
second  in  the  mile-run  at  the  2005 
EMass  outdoor  track  championships. 
She  set  the  record  for  the  fourth  fast¬ 
est  time  on  the  Franklin  Park  course, 
home  to  Boston  Latin  School,  Since 
ninth  grade  Caroline  has  been  a  Dual 
County  League  All-Star  for  seven 
consecutive  seasons  and  counting,  and 
we  are  sure  this  year  will  be  more  of 
the  same. 

On  top  of  all  these  accomplish¬ 
ments,  this  extremely  talented  runner 
manages  to  excel  in  academics,  finding 
the  time  to  take  on  a  couple  of  AP 
and  honors  classes.  Due  to  both  her 
athleticism  and  good  grades,  Caroline 
is  being  recruited  by  many  schools; 
Yile  University,  Harvard  University 
a<jd  Dartmouth  College,  just  to  name 
a  Few.  At  these  colleges,  she  plans  on 
continuing  her  athletic  career  in  cross 
country  and  track. 

Despite  her  demanding  schedule, 
Caroline  is  an  outstanding  friend, 
daughter  and  sister.  Even  though  she 
is  required  to  practice  basically  every 
day,  running  from  five  to  ten  miles  per 
day.  Caroline  still  finds  the  time  to 
maintain  her  fabulous  grades  and  phe¬ 
nomenal  friendships.  She  also  makes 
times  for  charity  walks  and  races  rais¬ 
ing  support  for  finding  cures  to  dis¬ 
eases  such  as  breast  cancer.  She  enjoys 
reading,  skiing,  listening  to  music  and 
traveling  with  friends  and  family.  With 
these  great  qualities,  Caroline  is  sure 
to  succeed  in  wfierever  her  talent  and 
charisma  take  her.  - 
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Girls'  Volleyball  Dominates 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Assisstant  Sports  Editor 


With  the  fall  season  comes  an¬ 
other  year  of  hard  work  and  dedication 
from  the  girls’  volleyball  team.  This  time 
around,  the  team  is  100  percent  focused 
on  competing  and  hopefully  beating  other 
rivals  from  the  Dual  County  League.  In 
their  practices,  the  girls  work  on  serves, 
passing,  setting,  attacking,  blocking  and 
digging.  All  these  are  key  .  ^ 

techniques  in  the  game 
of  volleyball;  if  you  lack 
in  one  skill,  then  your 
opponent  will  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it. 

This  year’s  squad 
has  a  new  look.  After 
seven  players  graduated 
last  year,  the  team  has 
five  returning,  one  of 
whom  is  Captain  Juli- 
anne  Chan  (I).  There 
are  12  players  this  year, 
all  of  whom  are  coached 
by  Kai  Yuen.  As  of  press 
time,  the  team’s  record  is 
6-3.  According  to  many  the  bls  girls 


The  squad’s  best  game  so  far  has 
been  against  Lincoln-Sudbury,  the  Wolf- 
pack’s  main  rival.  The  girls  thought  that 
they  could  not  win  any  sets  and,  in  ad¬ 
dition,  the  opposition  did  not  take  the 
team  seriously  Due  to  Lincoln-Sudbury’ s 
underestimation,  Latin  ended  up  taking 
a  substantial  lead  in  the  first  half  of  the 
first  set.  After  realizing  that  the  Wolfpack 
was  not  going  to  roll  over  without  a  fight, 
however,  Lincoln-Sudbury  commenced 


AT  BATTLE  FOR  THE  BALL  DURING  A  RECENT  HOME  GAME 


on  the  team,  the  key  difference  between 
this  year’s  and  last  year’s  is  the  height. 
Quite  frankly,  the  girls  are  a  lot  shorter 
than  last  year.  Only  three  of  the  12  players 
are  considered  “tall.”  The  girls  have  also 
lost  their  entire  frontline  offense.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Amy  Zeng  (I),  “We’re  always  losing 
players  that  stabilize  the  team.”  This  is 
true,  but  the  season  record  they’ve  com¬ 
piled  certainly  doesn’t  reflect  it.  The  team 
is  continually  working  hard  and  perfecting 
its  game  in  order  to  play  in  the  always 
competitive  DCL. 


to  play  better.  Despite  L-S’s  best  efforts, 
the  Latin  girls  ended  up  pulling  out  a  set. 
To  the  girls,  it  was  a  lot  better  than  they 
predicted.  Even  Coach  Yuen  remarked 
that  it  was  the  best  game  the  team  had 
played  up  to  that  point  because  everyone 
was  hustling  and  doing  her  part. 

This  year’s  team  has  various  goals  in 
mind  to  accomplish.  Some  of  these  goals 
are  beating  Lincoln-Sudbury  and  North 
Quincy,  working  on  building  a  stronger  de¬ 
fense  since  a  majority  of  the  team  is  short 
and,  of  course,  getting  into  the  state  play¬ 


offs.  The  girls  have  accomplished  some  of 
their  goals  but  want  all  of  them  checked 
off.  Each  and  every  player  on  the  team  is 
trying  hard  and  being  a  gamer.  With  this, 
there  have  been  miraculous  hustle  plays  in 
games  such  as  desperately  lunging  to  keep 
the  ball  inbounds.  “It’s  the  little  things 
that  are  worthwhile,”  explained  Zeng. 

The  team  has  quite  a  while  until  the 
postseason.  Throughout  the  season,  they 
have  been  training  hard  and  looking  for 
ward  to  butting  heads  with 
Lincoln-Sudbury  and  North 
Quincy.  Lincoln-Sudbury  has 
taken  the  DCL  title  from 
Latin  in  the  past  couple  of 
years,  and  all  the  girls  are 
hoping  to  snatch  it  back. 
According  to  Zeng,  Coach 
Ellen  Lewis  of  Brookline 
dubbed  Latin  “a  team  of 
destiny”  after  her  squad 
had  been  upset  in  a  play-off 
game.  Upon  hearing  this 
comment,  the  whole  team 
wanted  to  show  everyone 
that  the  game  of  volleyball  is 
not  always  about  height  be¬ 
cause  Latin  volleyball  players 


have  always  been  short.  Teams  such  as  L-S 
and  Westford  have  tall  players,  but  with 
the  "destiny”  coihment  comes  the  thought 
that  the  girls  can  definitely  give  their 
competition  a  good,  hard-fought  game. 
The  team  wants  to  be  recognized  for  its 
great  skills  and  playing  ability  despite 
the  players’  height.  If  the  girls  keep  this 
mentality  up,  then  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  will  once  again  make  it  to  postseason 
play.  The  team  just  needs  to  keep  its  focus 
and  only  then  can  it  move  into  the  “giant 
killer”  role  it  assumed  last  year. 


Adios  to  a  P.E.  Hero 


By  Liz  O'Brien,  I 

&  Andrew  Lawrence,  II 

Contribting  Writers 


Thirty-four  years  ago,  a  young 
Carlos  Juan  Nieves  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  Amherst 
and  embarked  upon  the  world  of  teaching 
physical  education.  As  we  know  firsthand, 
the  rest  is  history. 

Born  and  raised  in  Clinton,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Mr.  Nieves  was  a  determined 
athlete,  playing  football,  basketball  and 
running  track  for  the  Clinton  High  School 
Galloping  Gales.  Throughout  high  school, 
Nieves  “stuck  to  his  studies”  and  origi¬ 
nally  wanted  to  become  a  doctor,  although 
he  later  changed  his  mind  because  of  a 
difficult  and  laboring  Physics  course  he 
had  taken  during  junior  year. 

After  high  school,  Mr.  Nieves 
worked  his  way  through  college  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  UMass-Amherst  with  a  degree 
in  Physical  Education.  After  a  few  short 
stints  with  the  Springfield  and  Worcester 
school  systems,  Mr.  Nieves  decided  that 
he  wanted  to  work  in  Boston.  This  deci¬ 
sion  brought  Mr.  Nieves  to  the  Timility 
Middle  School  where  he  was  hired  by 
“a  stroke  of  luck,”  in  the  spring  of  1972. 
While  at  theTimilty,  Mr.  Nieves  coached 
the  basketball  and  baseball  teams.  After 
some  time,  Mr.  Nieves  transferred  to 
the  Jeremiah  Burke  High  School,  where 
he  taught  physical  education  and,  out 
of  the  generosity  of  his  heart,  coached 
football,  softball,  baseball  and  started  a 
wrestling  club.  At  the  Burke,  Mr.  Nieves 
also  met  his  future  wife.  It  can  be  said 
that  Nieves  left  a  lasting  impression  at 
both  the  Timility  and  the  Burke  through 
His  comtnithr^rtt  to  the  student  body  dnd 
the  athletics  department. 


After  leaving  the  Burke,  Mr.  Nieves 
decided  to  take  some  time  "off  to  spend 
with  his  family  and  applied  for  positions 
at  both  Boston  Latin  School  and  Boston 
Latin  Academy.  Mr.  Nieves’s  original  plan 
to  begin  work  in  January  1991  was  changed 
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due  to  the  sudden  retirement  of  J.  Evans, 
a  former  Latin  School  physical  education 
teacher.  In  September  1990,  he  received 
a  call  from  BLS  offering  him  a  job,  and 
soon  after,  began  his  career  at  the  Boston 
Latin  School. 

During  his  first  years  at  BLS,  Mr. 
Nieves  assisted  Paul  Costello  in  coaching 


the  JV  football  team.  In  his  tenure,  Mr. 
Nieves  had  many  students  who  later  grew 
up  to  become  fellow  co-workers.  Mr.  Mar¬ 
tin,  a  BLS  alumnus/former  student  of  Mr. 
Nieves,  and  current  BLS  history  teacher, 
recalls  that  Mr.  Nieves  was  very  adamant 
about  exercising  and  still  re¬ 
members  the  memorably  “clap 
your  hands,  touch  your  knees, 
touch  the  floor”  drill. 

Friday,  September  29, 
2006,  was  a  difficult  day  for  all 
of  those  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School  community  due  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Nieves  retired. 
Nieves’s  goal  at  BLS  was  to 
introduce  students  to  different 
sports,  hopefully  compelling 
them  to  play  for  the  school. 
“Being  around  athletes,  and 
being  able  to  coach  and  teach 
Physical  Education,  I  really  love 
that,”  said  Nieves  of  his  career 
at  the  Boston  Latin  School. 
The  spirit  of  Mr.  Nieves  will 
live  on  forever,  as  seen  through 
the  opinions  of  many  of  his  stu¬ 
dents:  “He  taught  me  to  chal¬ 
lenge  others,  and  to  challenge 
myself.  This  is  something  I  will 
never  forget,”  said  Bob  Quinn 
(II).  Mr.  Nieves  was  never  seen 
as  a  regular  teacher,  but  rather 
an  inspiration  to  all  his  pupils. 

In  retirement,  Mr.  Nieves 
hopes  to  spend  time  with  his  family.  He 
also  plans  to  stay  healthy  by  jogging  and 
watching  what  he  eats.  And,  of  course 
his  Harley  Davidson  Wide  Glide  will  be 
put  to  good  use.  Good  luck  to  Mr.  Nieves 
in  wherever  life  takes  you,  from  all  your 
loving  and  appreciative  students  here  at 
Boston  Latin,  y.  v  v  •  .  v.  ; 
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Spotlight 

Ben  Speicher 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Contributing  Writkr 


It  was  evident  from  the  first  minutes 
of  soccer  I  saw  the  BLS  girls  play,  that 
there  were  two  ideals  stressed  over  all 
others:  intensity  and  teamwork.  Although 
recent  years  have  seen  more  losses  than 
wins,  over  the  last  few  weeks  the  team 
has  finally  found  the  winning  formula.  Of 
course,  the  girls  themselves  deserve  much 
credit  for  their  hard  work  and  dedication 
but  the  success  of  this  team  starts  with 
the  coaches  who  lead  them  into  battle 
each  game. 

Head  coach  Charlie  Kelly,  in  his 
sixth  year  of  directing  the  varsity  team, 
believes  his  squad  has  found  their  right- 
ful  place  in  the  Dual  County  League. 
He  wishes  “to  achieve  the  common  goal 
of  winning  soccer  games  through  team¬ 
work.”  In  his  riveting  half  time  speech 
during  a  game  versus  Latin  Academy,  he 
stressed  that  they  “need  to  play  their  game 
and  keep  their  composure.”  Coach  Kelly 


believes  this  team  is  ready  to  take  the  next 
step  and  feels  “we  belong  here”  after  years 
of  struggling  in  league  play. 

Assistant  coach  Andrea  Encarnacao 
is  in  her  first  year  back  at  Latin  School 
and  the  positive  influence  she  has  had  on 
the  girls  is  evident  to  anyone  who  watches 
her  coaching.  During  her  own  halftime 
pep  talk,  she  emphasized  to  the  players 
to  “bring  back  the  intensity,”  in  order  to 
maintain  the  focus  these  girls  have  pos¬ 
sessed  over  the  past  weeks. 

Another  positive  aspect  of  this 
team  is  their  great  leadership.  Senior 
captains  Sarah  Flink  and  Becca  Goldklang 
set  a  great  example  for  their  teammates 
by  excelling  on  the  field  and  always 
encouraging  fellow  teammates  off  of  it. 
However,  when  these  two  graduate  next 
year,  the  team  won’t  struggle  much  to 
plug  the  spaces.  Junior  co-captains  Rose 
Frank  and  Anna  Smith,  have  not  only 
learned  from  the  soon-to-be-departing 
captains,  but  also  bring  a  sense  of  inten¬ 
sity  and  resiliency  to  the  team.  Brittaney 


Battaglino  (II)  says  that  “you  can  always 
count  on  them  to  be  focused  and  ready 
to  play”  The  Lady  Wolfpack  will  have  at 
least  eleven  soon-to-be  seniors  next  year 
including  Christine  Kelly  (II)  who  Ann 
Marie  Elvin  (II)  describes  as  a  “true  beast 
on  defense”,  Amelia  Youngstrom  (II),  a 
catalyst  and  leader  in  so  many  ways,  and 
Allyson  Gittens  (II)  who  has  been  playing 
soccer  for  Latin  since  the  8th  grade. 

This  team  may  be  built  on  hard  work 
and  dedication  but  having  fun  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  game  is  what  keeps  them  striving 
forward.  These  girls  love  soccer  and  love 
having  fun.  As  fierce  as  the  players  are  on 
the  field,  they  are  equally  as  light  spirited 
off  of  it.  They  now  possess  the  confidence, 
due  to  their  undefeated  pre  season  and 
recent  success  against  Concord  Carlisle 
and  Latin  Academy,  to  “be  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with  in  the  DCL”  according 
to  Amy  Gallagher  (II).  So  soccer  fans 
watch  out,  because  the  Wolfpack  have  a 
real  chance  to  shake  things  up,  and  make 
people  notice  them  once  and  for  all. 


Boys  Soccer  Rakes  in  Wins 


By  Jamal  Ahmed,  II 
&  Liz  Tran,  I 

Contributing  Writer  &  Assistant  Sports  Editor 


This  year’s  Boys  Varsity  Soccer  Team 
is  taking  a  different  direction  than  it  has  in 
the  past  seasons.  By  winning  crucial  league 
games  against  Newton  South  and  Weston 
High,  they  have  moved  on  to  pass  and  ex¬ 
ceed  any  previous  expectations. 

This  season’s  Wolfpack  Soccer  Team  is 
led  by  captains  Giancarlo  Graziani  (I),  Alan 
Sicairos  (I),  and  Rafael  Santos  (II).  Coached 
by  Nate  Houghton,  the  squad  is  continually 
improving  their  offensive  and  defensive 
skills  on  the  field.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
Coach  Houghton  has  implemented  longer, 
harder  practice  sessions  everyday  Don’t  be 
fooled  by  the  2-7-2  record.  This  year’s  team 
represents  a  formidable  squad.  If  you  look  at 
past  teams,  there  is  a  huge  difference.  They 
are  winning,  a  first  since  the  school  entered 
the  Dual  County  League  (DCL). 

The  ‘Pack  is  not  seen  as  a  threat  for 
other  DCL  teams,  but  the  boys  are  trying  to 
prove  their  competitors  wrong.  In  a  recent 
game  versus  Weston  (ranked  13th  in  the 
state),  our  squad  came  out  victorious.  They 
upset  Weston  with  a  3-2  score  and  it  became 
their  second  win  of  the  season. 

As  many  of  you  know,  you  can’t  get 
anywhere  in  the  win  column  without  a  solid 


defensive  and  offensive  core.  This  year,  the 
two  most  prominent  defenders  are  Steve 
O’Connell  (II)  and  Graziani,  whose  work 
ethic  surpasses  that  of  most  players  on  the 
team.  Although  they  are  strong  defenders, 
the  rest  of  the  squad’s  defense  is  relatively 
poor.  Most  of  their  opponents  score  on 
them  at  will,  creating  many  high  scoring  af¬ 
fairs.  There 
have  been 
games, 
however, 
when  the 
d  e  f  e  n  s  e 
has  shut 
down  the 
opposing 
team’s  of¬ 
fense  and 
kept  the 
scoring  to  a 
minimum. 

Santos, 

Sicairos 
and  Matt 
Monarch 
(II)  are  the 
three  stars 
who  pro¬ 
vide  most  of  the  offensive  punch  for  the 
team.  It  can  also  be  said  that  Monarch’s 
and  Santos’s  constant  enthusiasm  about  the 


team  adds  up  well  for  next  season,  where 
their  expectations  will  be  much  higher 
than  they  have  been  in  the  past.  The  squad, 
however,  will  have  to  succeed  without  the 
rest  of  the  graduating  seniors. 

Looking  at  the  team,  Noah  Ruggles- 
Lehman  (I)  says,  “The  team  is  playing  a  lot 
better  than  last  season.  We  have  a  lot  more 
heart  and  we  are 
playing  more  as  a 
team  in  order  to 
try  and  win  more 
games.”  The  team 
as  a  whole  is  look¬ 
ing  to  make  it  to 
the  play-offs.  The 
main  goal,  how¬ 
ever,  is  to  win  the 
rest  of  their  games. 
“We  just  want  to 
finish  the  year  on  a 
good  note,”  replies 
Ruggles-Lehman, 
as  so  far  they  have 
accomplished  the 
feat  of  winning  a 
couple  of  games. 
For  now,  Wolfpack 
Soccer  is  making  a 
team  effort  to  show  the  other  DCL  com¬ 
petitors  that  underdogs  can  come  out  on 
top. 


Girls  Swimming  Looks  to  Break  Out 


By  Caroline  O'Laughlin,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


As  any  swimmer  knows,  swim¬ 
ming  requires  a  great  deal  of  hard  work, 
determination  and  time,  even  as  trite 
and  cliche  as  that  may  sound.  To  be  an 
excellent  swimmer,  one  needs  to  log  se¬ 
rious  pool  time.  The  Boston  Latin  girls’ 
swim  team  does  just  that,  traveling  daily 
to  the  Murphy  School  in  Dorchester  for 
practices  that  run  for  about  two  hours. 
Coach  Bruce  Conley  insists  on  excel¬ 
lent  attendance.  As  Bridget  Quinn  (IV) 
explains,  “Coach  Conley  works  us  really 
hard  during  practice,  but  it  really  pays  off 
in  the  meets.”  The  team  usually  competes 
in  meets  twice  a  week,  which  keeps  the 
girls  keyed  up  for  competition.  At  this 
point  in  the  season,  the  girls  are  4-3  in 
an  extremely  competitive  league.  Re¬ 
cently,  they  had  an  unexpected  win  over 
Sandwich,  who  beat  them  last  year.  The 
team  pulled  put  a  victory  by  a  margin  of 
only  six  points,  winning  92-86,  which,  in 


swimming,  is  incredibly  close. 

Captain  Kathleen  Grueter  (II) 
comments  that  although  the  members 
of  the  team  are  quite  young,  they  display 
tremendous  potential  and  talent.  She  is 
excited  for  the  end  of  the  season,  because 
she  feels  that  the  team  can  pull  off  a  great 
record:  “We  have  an  awesome  team,  made 
up  of  both  under  and  upperclassmen,  and 
hope  to  continue  our  success  through  the 
rest  of  the  season.”  Grueter  has  already 
qualified  for  sectionals  in  both  the  100 
Fly  and  the  200  I.M.  (Individual  Medley), 
her  specialty.  As  Grueter  explains,  the 
team  is  young,  and  two  particular  fresh¬ 
men,  Mariah  Harrington  and  Claudia 
Keneally,  as  well  as  eighth  grader,  Laura 
Denardo,  have  been  sensational  in  the 
water.  But  the  team  is  also  anchored 
by  a  contingency  of  more  experienced 
swimmers  like  Captain  Natalie  Moran  (I) 
and  seniors  Brittany  Callander,  Barbara 
Sidoti,  Holly  Chan,  Sarah  Silverman  and 
junior  Emily  Rodil.  Losing  great  athletes 
due  to  graduation  is  just  a  part  of  how 


high  school  sports  work,  but  Callander 
says,  “I’m  really  proud  of  the  girls.  We’ve 
made  enormous  strides,  despite  losing  a 
lot  of  great  swimmers  last  year.” 

The  girls’  swim  team  is  one  of  the 
largest  teams  here  at  Boston  Latin,  con¬ 
sisting  of  about  yo  girls.  Despite  the  large 
size  of  the  team,  the  girls  have  bonded 
over  the  past  month;  such  is  the  nature 
of  swimming.  With  a  team  so  large,  it 
seems  unlikely  that  the  majority  of  the 
girls  would  have  a  chance  to  compete, 
but  Coach  Conley  does  his  best  to  swim 
everyone  in  most  of  the  meets.  This  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  girls  fosters  a  sense  of 
community  within  the  team.  For  anyone 
that  has  ever  attended  a  swim  meet,  it  is 
usually  seen  as  long  and,  at  times,  boring. 
These  girls,  however,  use  the  meets  as 
opportunities  to  bring  the  team  closer 
together  by  dressing  up  on  meet  days  and 
supporting  each  teammate  during  her 
race.  This  close-knit  team  experiences 
success  through  hard  work,  dedication 
and  love  of  the  sport. 


By  Ted  Barry,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Perhaps  you’ve  seen  him  walking 
down  the  senior  hallway:  about  y’io”,  with 
black  hair  that  he  wears  in  a  variety  of  styles, 
often  sporting  the  official  Boston  Latin 
School  Wolfjpack  flip-flops,  various  food- 
oriented  T-shirts  (Mike’s  Pastry,  Buzzy’s 
Roast  Beef,  Sonny’s  Cheesesteak),  and  with 
less  hair  on  his  entire  body  than  is  under 
my  left  armpit.  Affectionately  known  as  B- 
Speich,  Spyda,  or  Greg,  he  is  the  man,  the 
myth:  he  is  Benjamin  Lee  Speicher. 

From  the  moment  he  stepped  on  the 
diamond  for  his  first  Little  League  game  as 
a  child  in  Charlestown,  Ben  knew  he  wanted 
to  be  an  athlete.  His  interest  in  sports  is  as 
diverse  as  his  ethnic  background  (Chinese, 
Jewish,  Polish).  He  has  excelled  in  baseball 
and  soccer,  and  dabbled  in  lacrosse  as  a 
youngster.  It  was  not,  however,  until  he  first 
stepped  foot  in  BLS,  that  his  athletic  career 
really  took  off  After  a  quiet  sixie  year  to  test 
the  turbulent  waters  of  BLS,  he  joined  the 
wrestling  team  in  eighth  grade,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  became  a  star.  Last  year  he  was  named 
co-captain  of  the  team  as  a  junior,  a  rarity  for 
members  of  that  class.  He  has  placed  in  the 
top  12  in  the  State  Championship  every  year 
and  won  the  Division  1  North  sectional  last 
year;  he  is  also  approaching  100  career  wins. 
He  has  guest-appeared  on  BLS-TV  in  the 
mornings  several  times  to  promote  meets, 
wearing  nothing  but  the  purple  singlet  worn 
by  men  of  his  caliber  (ladies,  stay  tuned  for 
its  reappearance  this  winter). 

His  first  love  is  wrestling,  but  Ben 
is  also  a  standout  in  a  sport  of  a  similarly 
physical  nature.  Following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  brother,  the  legendary  Josh  Speicher, 
who  currently  plays  for  Dartmouth  College, 
he  joined  the  freshman  football  team  in 
the  ninth  grade,  where  I  first  laid  eyes  on 
him.  What  immediately  struck  me  was  the 
blazing  speed,  the  graceful  agility,  the  softr 
as-toilet-paper  hands,  and  the  bone-crunch¬ 
ing  ferocity  of  his  tackles.  After  taking  a 
year  off  for  a  brief  and  unsuccessful  stint  as 
our  school  mascot  Wolfie,  he  returned  as  a 
junior  and  picked  up  right  where  he  left  off. 
He  showed  such  promise  in  preseason  that 
he  was  promoted  to  a  starter  on  defense  by 
the  first  week  of  the  season.  At  the  end  of 
last  season  he  was  named  co-captain  and 
immediately  embraced  his  leadership  duties 
by  encouraging  underclass  players  to  attend 
weight-training  camps  in  the  summer.  His 
leap  from  sophomore  mascot  to  junior 
starter  on  varsity  to  senior  captain  has  been 
nothing  short  of  astounding.  Besides  leading 
the  football  and  wrestling  teams  (hopefully 
to  success),  Ben  is  also  a  key  member  of  the 
baseball  team.  He  is  known  as  a  swift-footed 
fielder,  a  fire-balling  pitcher  and  a  reliable 
clutch-hitter. 

Ben  is,  however,  much  more  than  a 
pretty  face  and  a  toned  body.  He  is  also  very 
in  touch  with  his  community  He  volunteers 
on  the  Mayor’s  Yruth  Council  and  coaches 
youth  wrestling,  and  also  hopes  to  some¬ 
day  open  the  Benjamin  Speicher  Center 
For  Children  Who  Can’t  Read  Good  And 
Wanna  Learn  To  Do  Other  Stuff  Good  Too 
(attributed  to  one  of  his  favorite  movies, 
Tjolander).  One  peer  has  called  him  the 
“pinnacle  of  evolution."  He  is  a  very  loyal 
friend  and  a  great  person. 
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Maroney  Leads  Pats  to  Early  Season  Success 


by  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


The  2005  New  England  Patriots 
were  a  football  team  that 
we,  as  fans,  were  not  used 
to  seeing  after  watching 
the  success  of  past  years. 

Their  plays  have  been 
inconsistent  and  conse¬ 
quently,  they  have  had 
a  second  round  playoff 
exit  against  the  Denver 
Broncos.  The  brand  of 
football  coming  out  of 
Foxboro  last  year  was 
not  matching  up  to  the 
standards  of  a  three  out 
of  four  Super  Bowl  win¬ 
ning  Bill  Belichick/Tom 
Brady-led  team.  With 
frequent  injuries  and 
on-the-spot  adjustments 
having  to  be  made,  along 
with  losing  both  their 
offensive  and  defensive 
coordinators,  the  Pats 
saw  their  dynasty  coming 
to  an  end.  Maybe  it  was 
time  for  the  Indianap- 
olises,  Pittsburghs  and 
Cincinnatis  of  the  league 
to  usurp  their  throne 
and  prove  their  abilities. 

This  season,  however, 
has  washed  away  all  ill 
notions  and  revamped 
Patriot  Nation  back  into  the  cocky 
and  arrogant  fan  base  that  it  had  been 
two  years  ago.  This  surge  back  onto  the 


leader  board  of  the  NFL  was  unfore¬ 
seen  at  the  season’s  inauguration,  due 
to  a  sudden  absence  of  crucial  veterans 
that  were  instrumental  in  the  Pats’  era 


of  excellence  since  2001.  After  convinc¬ 
ing  wins  over  the  Cincinnati  Bengals 
and  Miami  Dophins,  the  Pats  are  back 


on  track. 

With  the  trade  that  dealt  main 
Brady  target  Deion  Branch  off  to  Se¬ 
attle  along  with  the  preseason  depar- 
tures  of  defensive  captain 
Willie  McGinest  and  local 
hero  Adam  Vinatieri,  the 
Patriots  faced  some  early 
questions.  These  uncer¬ 
tainties  went  unanswered 
in  the  first  two  games  of 
the  season.  Although  the 
team  did  notch  two  wins, 
it  did  so  in  an  unconvincing 
fashion.  One  positive  taken 
from  the  games,  however, 
was  the  chance  the  fan 
base  got  to  look  at  the  new 
Patriots  running  back  Lau¬ 
rence  Maroney.  Maroney, 
in  his  first  two  plays  from 
scrimmage,  went  40  yards 
and  from  then  on  it  was 
all  gravy.  With  the  added 
dimension  of  Maroney  as 
a  second  back  to  the  ag¬ 
ing  Corey  Dillon,  a  duo 
style  that  many  NFL  teams 
are  adapting,  the  Patri¬ 
ots  gained  a  new  weapon, 
which  they  have  been  us¬ 
ing  freely  and  frequently. 
£  Another  positive  point  in 
|  these  first  games  was  the 
!  reemergence  of  a  Patriots 
!  defense  that  displayed  old 
signs  of  its  2003/2004  form, 
with  returning  players  such 
as  safety  Rodney  Harrison,  the  always- 
reliable  linebacker  Tedy  Bruschi  and 


All-Pro  defensive  end  Richard  Seymour. 
Still,  with  these  fresh  dimensions,  the 
Patriots  came  home  to  Foxboro  in  week 
three  and  were  romped  by  the  Denver 
Broncos,  sending  shock  and  fright  into 
Patriot  Nation  on  the  issue  of  whether 
our  wonder  boy  Brady  was  unhappy 
with  his  receiving  corps  and  the  recent 
loss  of  good  friend  Branch.  But  as  usual, 
these  murmurs  were  silenced  when  the 
Patriots  marched  into  Cincinnati  and 
smashed  the  Bengals  with  a  convincing 
38-13  win,  followed  by  a  20-10  victory 
over  the  supposed  Sports  Illustrated 
Super  Bowl  champion  Miami  Dolphins, 
before  moving  on  to  the  much  needed 
bye  week. 

These  convincing  victories  have 
now  returned  the  swagger  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Patriot  Nation  and  also  to  the 
club  itself  that  didn’t  get  it  done  in  last 
year’s  disappointing  campaign.  These 
joys  could  be  easily  washed  away  with 
a  very  tough  schedule  ahead  for  the 
hometown  team,  including  undefeated 
Indianapolis  and  Chicago  at  home,  and 
games  in  the  hot  Florida  weather  with 
Miami  and  Jacksonville  due  up  as  well. 
So,  we  shouldn’t  be  thinking  Super  Bowl 
just  yet,  although  it  might  be  hard  not 
to.  The  theme  this  year  for  the  Patriots 
is  definitely  one  of  redemption  and  re¬ 
birth,  not  only  for  the  players,  but  also 
for  Belichick  who  wants  to  prove  he  can 
win  a  championship  without  the  help 
provided  by  Charlie  Weis  and  Romeo 
Crennel.  Hopefully,  when  I  write  again 
it  will  be  on  a  Super  Bowl  victory,  as  I 
have  no  less  expectation  of  this  newly 
revamped  squad. 

Off 


Champions  League  Kicks 


By  Ryan  Banci,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  annual  Union  of  European 
Football  Association  (UEFA)  Champi¬ 
ons  League  is  underway  and  currently 
on  the  32-team  group  stage.  The  UEFA 
holds  the  tournament  for  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  football  clubs  in  Europe.  Cover 
age  of  this  tournament  is  nonexistent 
in  America,  but  to  the  rest  of  the  world 
it  is  highly  anticipated  and  watched,  as 
this  event  extends  to  over  a  billion  view¬ 
ers.  The  tournament  begins  with  pre¬ 
liminary  knockout  rounds  to  see  which 
16  teams  will  go  on  to  compete  with  the 
top  16  ranked  teams  in  Europe. 

Barcelona,  the  defending  champi¬ 
ons,  and  Arsenal,  last  year’s  runnerup, 
look  good  enough  to  get  back  to  the 
championship  game.  Arsenal,  a  peren¬ 
nial  superior  club,  is  led  by  international 
superstar  Thierry  Henry.  Many  of  you 
may  remember  Henry  as  the  dashing 
striker  who  led  the  French  national 
team  to  the  World  Cup  finals  this  past 
summer.  Meanwhile,  Barcelona  cur 
rently  sits  atop  the  Spanish  Premiere 
League,  led  by  striker  Samuel  Eto’o 
and  sensational  midfielder  Ronaldinho. 
Barcelona’s  prime  scorer  Eto’o  was  in¬ 
jured  in  a  1-1  tie  to  Werder  Bremen  and 
may  be  out  for  five  months.  The  club, 
due  to  its  incredible  depth,  still  has 
an  excellent  chance  to  advance  to  the 
next  stage.  Meanwhile,  the  handsomely 
paid  Didier  Drogba  is  finally  earning 
his  money  after  he  helped  Chelsea  to  a 
quick  2-0-0  start  in  a  group  play  with 
a  stage-leading  four  goals.  Drogba  also 
carried  his  domination  over  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Premier  League  where  he  holds  the 
club  lead  with  five  goals  scored. 

The  32  teams  in  group  play  are  di¬ 
vided  into  eight  divisions,  of  four  teams 
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where  they  will  play  each  other  twice 
within  each  division.  The  top  two  teams 
in  each  group  will  advance  to  the  next 
stage.  It’s  early,  but  at  this  point  the 
top  two  English  league  teams,  Chelsea 
and  Manches¬ 
ter  United,  have 
sprinted  out  to 
impressive  2- 
0-0  starts.  The 
premier  teams 
from  the  Spanish 
league,  Barcelona 
and  Valencia,  also 
look  like  sure¬ 
fire  contenders. 

Bayern  Munich 
is  2-0-0,  but  fel¬ 
low  German  club 
Werder  Bremen 
is  0-1-1  and  stuck 
in  a  tough  divi¬ 
sion  with  Chel¬ 
sea  and  Barce¬ 
lona.  Meanwhile, 
the  top  Italian 
teams — Roma, 

Inter  Milan  and 
AC  Milan — have 
limped  out  to 
mediocre  starts 
thus  far;  but 
there  is  much 
more  soccer  to 
be  played.  Also, 
though  trades 
are  not  allowed, 
many  teams’  for 
tunes  hinge  on 
key  injuries  or 
the  ability  of  role 
players  to  trans¬ 
form  suddenly 
into  stars. 

The  16  teams  that  survive  groiap 


play  will  go  on  to  contend  in  knockout 
stages,  which  will  start  in  February  and 
conclude  with  the  final  championship 
match  in  May.  I  predict  that  Arsenal, 
led  by  French  star  Henry,  and  Valencia, 
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DROGBA  PUTS  THE  C  BACK  IN  CELEBRATION  AS  CHELSEA  TEARS  THROUGH  UEFA  PLAY. 


anchored  by  top  scorer  Fernando  Mori- 
entes,  will  play  their  way, in  to.  this. final 


match.  Still,  there  are  many  other  first- 
class  teams  to  be  considered:  Real  Ma¬ 
drid,  the  Yankees  of  European  soccer,  is 
always  a  good  pick  with  its  neverending 
pipeline  of  talented  high  paid  stars  in¬ 
cluding  Ronaldo,  Raul 
Gonzalez,  Ruud  van 
Nistelrooy  and  David 
Beckham.  Barcelona 
is  still  competitive 
and  Lyon,  a  solid  team 
which  has  burst  out  to 
a  7-0  start  in  French 
League  Play,  looks 
like  a  serious  and 
strong  contender. 

When  it  comes 
to  Europeans,  soccer 
can  take  on  the  pride 
of  a  nation;  but  while 
their  clubs  may  disap¬ 
point  them  by  losing, 
the  matches  are  still 
intense  and  enjoy¬ 
able  for  the  fans.  It  is 
too  bad  that  interest 
toward  soccer  in  the 
U.S.  is  so  low  that 
mainstream  stations 
are  not  showing  the 
matches.  But  look 
forward  to  February 
when  the  tournament 
field  gets  smaller  and 
the  games  are  of  the 
knockout  variety. 
Only  then  will  there 
be  potential  spikes 
“in  interest  and  an 
^increase  in  televi- 

CO 

gsion  coverage,  fuel¬ 
ling  the  soccer  boom 
that  started  to  take 
this  country  by  storm  in  the  summer 
months.  -  -  -V- 
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Sox  Finish  Third,  Look  to  Improve 
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By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


For  the  first  time  since  the  arrival 
of  General  Manager  Theo  Epstein  in  late 
2002,  the  Boston  Red  Sox  will  be  watch¬ 
ing  the  Major  League  Baseball  playoffs 
from  the  comfort  of  their  own  homes. 
No  longer  will  the  old  ball  yard  on  Yawkey 
Way  be  rocking  to  full  capacity,  with  rabid 
fans  cheering  on  the  hometown  team  and 
hoping  a  miraculous  repeat  run  to  the 
World  Series  title.  Instead,  the  Fenway 
stands  have  fallen  silent,  and  thus  the 
2006  team  will  limp  into  the  off-season 
with  plenty  of  holes  to  fill  and  ample  time 
to  do  so.  So  while  four  cities  may  still  be 
in  playoff  fever  mode,  let  the  hot  stove 
season  begin  here  in  Boston. 

The  Achilles’  heel  of  the  team  this 
year  was,  without  a  doubt,  pitching.  En¬ 
tering  spring  training  2006,  the  Sox  had 
a  wealth  of  options  to  turn  to,  so  in  order 
to  make  some  room,  they  dealt  Bronson 
Arroyo,  a  reliable  mainstay  from  the  2004 
championship  team.  In  typical  fashion, 
Arroyo  would  go  on  to  become  the  ace 
of  the  staff  for  the  Cincinnati  Reds  while 
making  an  appearance  in  his  first  All-Star 
game.  He  would  finish  the  year  as  the 
National  League  leader  in  innings  pitched. 
Arroyo’s  departure,  which  netted  the  Sox 
probable  2007  starting  right  fielder  Wily 
Mo  Pena,  punched  a  gaping  hole  through 
the  starting  rotation,  from  which  the  team 
never  quite  recovered. 

Options  iA  and  iB,  Josh  Beckett 
and  Curt  Schilling  were  inconsistent  all 
year  (the  supposed  1-2  combo  gave  up  a 
depressing  combined  total  of  64  home 
runs).  Tim  Wakefield  and  25-million  dol¬ 
lar  bust  Matt  Clement  had  injury-plagued 
campaigns.  Grizzled  veteran  David  Wells 
called  the  disabled  list  his  home  for  the 
first  half  of  the  season  before  working 


his  way  back  to  number  three  status 
within  the  rotation  (Wells  was  dealt  to 
San  Diego  in  late  August).  Moving  on 
to  2007,  Schilling  will  be  looking  to  put 
everything  out  on  the  line  for  one  last 
hurrah,  entering  the  last  year  of  his  final 
contract.  Beckett  is  a  bundle  of  talent, 


and  once  it  is  contained  in  the  right  way 
(throwing  his  curveball  with  more  con¬ 
sistency  would  be  a  start),  he  could  be  a 
sleeper  for  ’07  Cy  Young  honors.  Jonathan 
Papelbon,  the  rookie  closer  sensation, 
will  be  converted  to  a  starter,  adding  the 
much  needed  punch  at  the  top  end  of 
the  rotation.  Papelbon’s  conversion  may 
not  be  easy,  but  with  the  hard  work  and 
dedication  that  Papelbon  is  known  for, 
the  Sox  brass  is  hoping  for  a  relatively 
smooth  transition. 


Starting  pitching  may  have  been 
bad,  but  the  Red  Sox  bullpen  was  down¬ 
right  awful.  The  ironic  aspect  was  that 
the  Sox  might  have  had  the  best  closer 
in  the  American  League  (that’s  including 
the  likes  of  Mariano  Rivera  and  Francisco 
Rodriguez),  but  the  men  who  preceded 


Papelbon  out  of  those  swinging  bullpen 
doors  did  not  exactly  make  Sox  fans  feel 
safe  and  happy.  This  is  the  area  where 
Epstein  may  need  to  work  most  of  his 
magic  because  the  Sox  had  arguably  the 
worst  bullpen  in  all  of  baseball  down  the 
stretch  (huge  factor  in  the  MLB  worst  9- 
20  record  in  August).  Mike  Timlin  had  his 
most  disappointing  Red  Sox  season  since 
he  arrived  four  years  ago,  and  the  young 
Manny  Delcarmen-Craig  Hansen  tandem 
proved  nothing  besides  the  fact  that  they 


both  were  not  ready  for  the  spotlight  of  a 
highly  scrutinized  pennant  race. 

Finally,  there  is  the  offensive  and 
defensive  side  of  the  ball.  The  Red  Sox, 
by  far  and  away,  were  the  best  defensive 
team  in  the  major  leagues.  The  defensive 
left  side  of  the  infield  was  impeccable 
and  both  Mike  Lowell  and  Alex 
Gonzalez  are  very  capable  of  win¬ 
ning  Gold  Gloves.  Yet,  it  is  the 
infield  that  is  made  up  of  person¬ 
nel  which,  besides  Kevin  Youkilis, 
are  viewed  upon  as  short-term 
solutions.  Mark  Loretta  is  the 
consummate  professional  (not 
a  given  when  you  have  Manny 
Ramirez  as  a  teammate),  so  the 
Sox  would  love  to  retain  Loretta 
for  another  year,  but  the  budding 
Dustin  Pedroia  is  expected  to  get 
more  playing  time  at  second.  Low¬ 
ell  fits  along  those  same  lines,  but 
due  to  his  large  contract,  he  seems 
to  be  constantly  involved  in  trade 
rumors;  the  same  will  go  for  this 
off-season.  Gonzalez  is  looking 
for  a  long  term  deal  (upwards  of 
four  years),  so  unless  the  Sox  can 
push  that  down  to  a  two-year  deal 
with  a  third-year  team  option,  I 
don’t  see  the  nifty  Gonzalez  stick¬ 
ing  around.  The  2007  outfield, 
as  of  now,  stands  as  Ramirez  in 
left,  Coco  Crisp  in  center  and 
Pena  in  right.  Ramirez  has  requested  for 
his  annual  trade  out  of  town  (forget  the 
hype,  he’s  not  going  anywhere),  and  un¬ 
derachieving  Crisp  will  be  involved  in  the 
hotstove  talks  as  well,  but  the  Sox  might 
be  better  off  riding  with  the  cheaper,  raw 
potential  that  Crisp  represents.  All  in 
all,  this  has  the  makings  of  yet  another 
action-packed  off-season  for  our  beloved 
home  town  team.  And  on  one  final  note, 
don’t  forget  about  Roger  Clemens. 


MLB  Playoffs  /  End  of  Season  Awards 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Well,  fellow  Bostonians,  for  the 
first  time  since  2002,  our  beloved  Sox  will 
not  be  competing  in  the  playoffs.  Still,  as 
Tommy  Lasorda  says,  just  because  their 
team  is  out  doesn’t  mean  they  shouldn’t 
care  anymore.  They  are  baseball  fans, 
as  I  am,  and  so  here  is  the  outlook  for 
October. 

The  ALCS  will  consist  of  the  De¬ 
troit  Tigers  and  the  Oakland  “Moneyball” 
Athletics.  For  the  AL  match  up,  look  for 
some  good  pitching  from  both  teams,  as 
the  Tigers  have  Justin  Verlander,  Jeremy 
Bonderman,  Kenny  Rogers  and  Nate 
Robertson.  The  A’s  match  up  well  with 
Barry  Zito,  Esteban  Loaiza,  Rich  Harden 
and  Danny  Haren.  Expect  a  probable  low 
scoring  series,  as  both  teams  have  solid 
bullpens.  In  many  ways,  these  two  squads 
are  similar  in  that  they  play  fundamental 
baseball  and  make  few  mistakes.  The  Ti¬ 
gers,  however,  have  the  edge,  because  they 
appear  to  have  a  stronger  lineup  overall, 
with  the  renewed  Magglio  Ordonez  at  the 
helm.  The  strongest  asset  of  the  Tigers  is 
that  they  do  not  need  not  to  rely  on  one 
hitter.  Their  whole  order  is  reliable  and 
the  team  is  able  to  come  up  in  the  clutch, 
as  it  has  done  all  season.  The  Athletics 
relied  on  Frank  “The  Big  Hurt”  Thomas 
in  their  last  series,  as  he  single-handedly 
beat  Johan  Santana  in  Game  1  with  two 
homers,  one  off  Santana.  Overall,  their 
lineup  is  presented  as  much  weaker,  with 
less  play-makers  who  can  match  the  splen¬ 
did  pitching  of  the  Tigers. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  National  League, 


the  St.  Louis  Cardinals  face  the  New  York 
Mets.  The  main  battle  of  this  series  will  be 
between  the 
Mets’  hit¬ 
ting  and  the 
Cardinals’ 
pitching,  as 
those  are  the 
strengths  of 
each  ball 
club.  Who¬ 
ever  wins 
that  battle 
will  take 
the  series, 
as  the  Mets’ 
pitching 
looks  hor¬ 
rid  on  pa¬ 
per  (NLDS 
Game  One 
starter, John 
Maine?)  but 
was  good 
enough  to 
skip  by  the 
Boston  Blue 
Sox. ..sorry, 

Los  Ange¬ 
les  Dodgers 
(former  Sox 
Nomar  Gar- 
ciaparra, 

Derek  Lowe  and  Grady  Little  all  call  LA 
home).  The  Dodgers,  who  were  weak  in 
the  hitting  department  and  apparently 
the  base  running  as  well  (as  is  evident  in 
Jeff  Kent  and  J.D  Drew  getting  thrown 
out  at  home  plate  on  the  same  play  in  the 
NLDS),  looked  atrocious.  On  the  Cards’ 


side,  the  offense  can  be  summed  up  by  two 
words:  Albert  Pujols,  the  only  consistent 


hitter  down  the  stretch.  If  he’s  in  the  zone, 
look  out.  If  not,  then  the  rest  of  the  of¬ 
fense  needs  to  step  up  (see  Jim  Edmonds, 
Scott  Rolen).  I  see  the  Mets  squeaking 
out  to  face  Detroit  in  the  Series,  with  the 
Tigers  taking  it  in  the  end.  •  •  >  '< 

As  for  the  awards,  let’s  start  with  NL 


MVP,  which  should  go  to  Ryan  Howard. 
His  .313  AVG  with  58  HRs  and  149  RBIs 
is  unmatched.  He  was  the  most  valuable 
player  to  his  team  as  he  was  hot  down  the 
stretch  for  the  Philadelphia  Phillies,  who 
were  in  the  wildcard  race  until  the  last 
weekend  of  the  season.  Pujols  deserves 
consideration,  but  he’s  already  won  (2005) 
and  his  team’s  late-season  dive  will  hurt 
his  chances.  In  the  AL,  the  race  is  also 
close.  Both  Justin  Morneau  and  Derek 
Jeter  were  important  to  their  teams, 
and  David  ‘Big  Papi’  Ortiz  has  monster 
numbers  and  the  Red  Sox  home  run  re¬ 
cord.  Papi,  however,  will  suffer  in  voting 
because  of  both  his  comments  against 
Jeter  and  the  tragic  Red  Sox  swoon  at 
the  end  of  the  season.  That  leaves  Jeter 
and  Morneau,  with  Morneau  being  my 
pick.  The  Yankees  scored  130  more  runs 
than  the  Twins,  who  struggled  early  in 
the  season  with  a  24-33  record  on  June  7. 
After  that  night,  the  Twins  went  71-33,  an¬ 
chored  by  Morneau’s  great  numbers  (.362 
AVG,  23  HRs  and  92  RBIs).  He  was  the 
most  valuable  player  to  the  Twins  down 
the  stretch,  and  was  a  major  part  in  their 
unstoppable  tear. 

My  AL  Rookie  of  the  Year  goes  to 
Justin  Verlander,  who  went  17-9  with  a 
3.63  ERA,  while  my  NL  Rookie  of  the 
year  would  be  Ryan  Zimmerman,  with 
.287/20/110  numbers.  The  CY  Young  in 
the  AL  is  Johan  Santana  (19-6/2.77)  and 
the  NL  CY  Young  is  Roy  Oswalt  (15- 
8/2.98),  who  was  the  best  of  a  sub  par 
NL  bunch. 

That  is  it  for  my  unofficial  expert 
picks,  and  here’s  to  the  Yanks  failing  again 
to  win  the  Big  One! 


Page  20 


The  Fun  Page 
Hold  on  Tight,  Holmes 
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Across 

i.  Dismissed  congressman 

3.  Kim  Jung  IPs  favorite! 
brandy. 

8.  Female  enchantress. 

9.  Deviser  of  the  philosoph; 
of  hierarchy  of  needs. 

11.  Nightclub  near  Fenway. 

12.  World’s  second  richest 
man  turned  philanthropist 
14.  Famous  birds  of  Boston 
Common. 

18.  Cardinal’s  new  starting 
QB. 

19.  Ross’  monkey;  a  fake  hair 
wave. 

21.  Shot  by  a  deranged  fan 

22.  Assassinated,  cinemati 
cally. 

23.  Actor  of  “Pirates  of  the 
Carribean.” 

25.  Homework’s  archen¬ 
emy. 

26.  Chicken  noodle  soup. 

27.  Alternating  between 
normal  and  high  pitch  of 
voice. 

30.  Supposedly  drugged 
Switcher. 

33.  Banned  in  Britain. 

34.  “I  am  no  one.” 

36.  Country  of  current  genocide. 

38.  The  mouse  that  Eves  in  132. 

39.  Mongolian  tent. 

43.  Deceased  Yankee  pitcher. 

44.  Second  most  famous  British 
playwright. 

45.  She’s  got  a  thing  for  British 
architecture. 

46.  Edible  to  Muslims. _ 


47.  Western  wind. 

48.  Poison  of  carrot  juice. 

Down 

2.  Google’s  latest  acquisition. 

4.  Actor  in  “The  Marine.” 

5.  Inhibitory  neurotransmitter. 

6.  World’s  most  heavily  armed 
border. 

7.  Venezuelan  opposition  candi¬ 
date. 

io.  “Tomkat’s”  daughter. _ 


11.  Breast  cancer  event  in  Boston 
on  October  14. 

13.  Kingdom  of  Arthur. 

14.  Apollo’s  sacred  island. 

15.  Japanese  fencing. 

16.  Looked  back  and  lost  her. 

17.  Invented  in  Han  China.. 

20.  Blue  when  alkaline. 

22.  Officially  Mumbai. 

24. 1st  woman  doctor. 

28.  Class  president  of  2007. 

29.  Force  over  a  distance. _ 


30.  “Don’t  You  Wanta?” 

31.  World’s  largest  theocracy. 

32.  “The  whole  world  can  talk  for 
free.” 

35.  Said  the  UN  podium  “smells 
like  sulfur.” 

37.  Shoe  brand. 

40.  First  New  World  natives  to 
greet  Columbus. 

41.  Independent  MA  gubernatorial 
candidate. 

42.  Ship  spine. 
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We  triple  dog  dare  you  to.. 


Fill  in  the  grid  so  that  every  row, 
EVERY  COLUMN,  AND  EVERY  3x3  BOX 
CONTAINS  THE  DIGITS  1  THROUGH  9. 


Sorry,  the  Argo  is  not  resonsible 

FOR  SLEEP  LOSS,  GRADE  DROPS,  HAND 
CRAMPING,  OR  THE  DEMISE  OF  YOUR 
ERASER. 
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Chemical  Spills  on  Communication  Concern 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Sports  Editor 


The  rumors  that  traveled  around 
the  school  varied  widely,  describing  ev¬ 
erything  from  a  dangerous  explosion  to 
pure  myth.  “It  was  a  stink  bomb  experi¬ 
ment,”  some  students  claimed,  or, 

“No,  something  exploded  in  one 
of  the  medical  facilities  around  the 
school.”  Such  tales  spread  around 
the  school  on  November  6. 

On  Monday,  as  everyone  set¬ 
tled  back  in  from  the  weekend,  one 
of  the  chemistry  teachers  happened 
to  find  a  chemical  spill  in  secured 
chemical  storage.  Since  no  one  knew 
what  it  was,  the  school  followed 
protocol  by  closing  off  the  area  and 
calling  in  the  Boston  Public  Schools 
Environmental  Services  to  clean  up 
the  mess.  Once  the  Services  came, 
they  investigated  the  situation 
and  found  that  the  chemical  that 
caused  the  whole  stir  in  the  rumor 
mill  was  calcium  hydride  (CaH2). 

This  gray  powdery  solid  is  used  to 
remove  traces  of  water  from  organic 
solvents.  In  layman’s  terms,  it  dries 
things. 

The  CaH2  in  the  school  was 
kept  in  an  old  bottle  and  was  more 


ture.  When  the  calcium  hydride  comes 
in  contact  with  any  source  of  moisture,  it 
becomes  a  strong  base  called  calcium  hy¬ 
droxide,  which  has  limited  solubility  and 
is  corrosive  to  the  skin.  The  chemical’s 
container  had  burst,  and  the  hydrogen  gas 
went  out  through  the  school’s  ventilation 


fig 
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call,”  so  it  is  possible  that  even  if  the  exact 
problem  had  been  specified  in  the  call, 
the  emergency  response’s  protocol  would 
have  been  the  same.  Necessary  or  not,  the 
quick  reaction  of  the  school  and  the  En¬ 
vironmental  Services  did  ensure  that  the 
chemical  spill  posed  no  real  threat. 
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LIQUID  FORM  OF  CALCIUM  HYDRIDE,  THE  CHEMICAL  SPILLED  IN  A  LATIN  SCHOOL  LAB. 


than  10  years  old.  Most  likely,  Mr.  Scott 
Balicki  explained,  “A  tiny  little  leak 
developed  in  the  lid  and  over  years  and 
years  and  years — it  hadn’t  been  used  for 
a  long  time,  to  my  knowledge — and  over 
the  weekend,  moisture  accumulated  to 
cause  enough  reaction  to  blow  the  bottle.” 
School  administrators  feared  the  calcium 
hydride  would  keep  on  absorbing  mois- 


system.  Mr.  Balicki  clarified,  however,  that 
the  chemical  “wasn’t  going  to  explode  and 
destroy  the  school  or  anything.”  When 
asked  if  such  emergency  personnel  were 
required  to  respond  to  a  seemingly  minor 
hazard,  Mr.  Balicki  laughed  and  conceded, 
“There  were  a  lot  of  firemen.”  He  did 
not  make  the  call  concerning  the  spill 
and  does  not  know  “what  was  said  in  the 


While  the  spill  itself  was  not  much 
of  a  catastrophe,  many  parents  were 
concerned  that  news  of  the  incident  did 
not  reach  them.  Some  received  the  entire 
message,  and  others  did  not  receive  it 
at  all.  Some  parents,  such  as  Kim  Prin- 
cipi,  received  only  part  of  the  message; 
she  only  heard  “This  is  Cornelia  Kelley, 
Head  Master  of  the  Boston  Latin  School. 


This  morning,  before  school  began,  we 
found...”  before  the  automated  call  ended. 
In  an  email  to  the  unofficial  Latin  School 
listserv,  Principi  wrote,  “That  was  quite 
disturbing.” 

Learning  only  part  of  the  message 
made  matters  worse  because  students 
arrived  at  school  on  Monday  unaware  of 
the  incident.  Many  parents  did  not  receive 
full  notice  until  later  that  Monday.  The 
issue  concerning  the  phone  system  has 
come  to  the  attention  of  both  parents 
and  faculty  members.  At  a  recent  meet¬ 
ing,  the  School  Site  Council  addressed  the 
issue  of  how  many  parents  would  actually 
receive  an  emergency  phone  message  in 
a  timely  manner,  should  one  be  needed. 
The  system  that  is  used  to  contact  every 
household  is  called  ConnectrED,  a  phone 
service  recently  established  by  the  Boston 
Public  Schools.  According  to  the  FAQ 
page  on  Safety  and  Security  Resource  for 
Families  on  the  BPS  website,  the  system 
is  designed  to  “remind  parents  of  school 
events,  alert  parents  of  last  minute  chang¬ 
es  to  schedules,  reach  parents  in  an  emer 
gency  situation,  advise  parents  of  school 
delays,  cancellations  or  early  dismissals 
and  provide  information  to  parents  about 
a  variety  of  school  and/or  community  ac¬ 
tivities.”  Utilizing  the  service,  the  school 
administration  can  systematically  reach 
every  parent  in  a  matter  of  minutes  in  the 
case  of  an  emergency 

Parents  assume  that  they  will  receive 
these  types  of  messages  automatically,  but 
as  the  errors  that  occurred  in  this  event 
proved,  that  isn’t  always  the  case.  The  BPS 
website  claims  that  “parents/guardians 

Chemical  Spill 

Continued  on  page  4 


MCAS  Raises  the  Bar 


BLS  and  Boston  Agree 


By  Josh  Mascoop,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


While  the  majority  of  students  can¬ 
not  vote  by  November  7  of  their  senior 
year,  some  do  turn  the  powerful  age  of  18 
before  Election  Day,  and  almost  all  will  be 
able  to  contribute  their  votes  the  year  after 
graduation.  Boston  Latin  School  students, 
in  approaching  the  legal  age  of  political 
participation,  seem  to  have  developed 
views  that  closely  correspond  to  those  of 
the  city  itself. 

In  a  survey  of  82  seniors,  it  was 
found  that  71  percent  of  Class  I  members 
would  have  voted  for  Deval  Patrick.  While 
the  actual  statewide  percentage  was  56 
percent  in  favor  of  Patrick,  in  Boston,  it 
was  73  percent,  only  a  2  percent  difference 
from  the  result  of  the  Class  I  poll.  These 


findings  are  not  surprising,  considering 
Boston  has  long  been  a  bastion  of  the 
Democratic  Party.  The  November  8  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  Boston  Globe  reported  that 
Patrick  led  Republican  Candidate  Kerry 
Healey  by  at  least  10  percentage  points 
in  every  Boston  precinct. 

Healey  fared  much  worse  among  the 
BLS  community,  with  9  percent  backing 
compared  to  35  percent  statewide,  and 
21  percent  within  the  city.  Interestingly 
enough,  no  seniors  under  the  age  of  18  who 
responded  to  the  survey  reported  that  they 
would  have  voted  for  Healey  had  they  been 
eligible  to  vote.  According  to  BLS  seniors, 
the  overall  lack  of  support  for  Healey  can 
be  attributed  to  her  attack  ads 

BLS  and  Boston  Agree 
Continued  on  page  2 


By  Xiaoli  Mi,  II 

Assistant  News  Editor 


On  October  24,  the  state  Board  of 
Education  voted  to  raise  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System 
(MCAS)  standards  for  high  school  gradu¬ 
ation.  Under  previous  regulations,  10th 
grade  students  who  reached  a  minimum 
score  of  220,  which  corresponds  to  “Needs 
Improvement,”  could  graduate.  Under  the 
new  system,  however,  10th  graders  must 
receive  at  least  240,  or  “Proficient,”  on 
both  English  and  Math  sections,  or  com¬ 
plete  an  alternative  plan,  to  qualify  for  a 
high  school  diploma.  The  new  guidelines 
will  take  effect  starting  with  the  class  of 
2010. 

In  order  to  accommodate  this 
change,  the  Board  of  Education  in- 


»  A  brilliant  idea  for  banning 
sexism  will  soon  go  into  effect  in  Fuen- 
labrada,  a  Spanish  town  south  of  Madrid. 
The  town  council  has  decided  to  replace 
half  of  its  old  road  signs  and  traffic  lights 
with  new  ones  that  will  feature  female 
figures  with  skirts  and  ponytails.  “In  this 
way  the  sexism  which  until  now  has  seen 
only  masculine  figures  appear  in  traffic 
signals,  will  be  brought  to  an  end,”  the 
town  council  stated.  (Reuters) 


troduced  a  separate  plan  for  students 
who  score  between  220  and  240.  The 
Educational  Proficiency  Plan  (EPP)  al¬ 
lows  these  students  to  graduate  based 
on  successful  completion.  The  EPP  will 
be  determined  by  each  district  area,  and 
will  include,  at  a  minimum,  “a  review  of 
the  student’s  strengths  and  weaknesses, 
based  on  MCAS  and  other  assessment 
results,  coursework,  grades  and  teacher 
input;  the  courses  the  student  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  take  and  successfully  complete 
in  grades  11  and  12;  and  a  description  of 
the  assessments  the  school  will  regularly 
administer  to  determine  if  the  student  is 
moving  toward  proficiency,”  wrote  Educa¬ 
tion  Commissioner  David  P.  Driscoll. 

Mcas  Raises  the  Bar 
Continued  on  page  2 

»  Far  from  becoming  a 
reality  in  the  United  States,  high 
school  students  in  New  Zealand 
will  be  permitted  to  use  text  message 
language  on  national  exams  this  year, 
officials  said.  Abbreviated  phrases  such 
as  “lol”  for  “laugh  out  loud,”  “g2g”  for 
“gotta  go”  or  “CU”  for  “see  you,”  will  be 
allowed,  to  the  joy  of  thousands  of  teens. 
Many  teachers  and  educators,  however, 
fear  that  such  a  decision  might  lead  to 
abuse  of  the  English  language.  Internet 
blogger  Phil  Stevens  wrote  in  sarcasm,  to 


the  “nzqa  [New  Zealand  Qualifications 
Authority}:  u  mst  b  joking,”  he  continued, 
“or  r  u  smoking  sumthg?”  (AP) 

»  Erotic  dancers  in  Las  Vegas  will 
soon  have  to  keep  distance  from  their 
customers,  a  regulation  newly  approved. 
The  Nevada  Supreme  Court  rejected 
rulings  that  found  the  decision  against 
“expressive  conduct”  protected  by  the 
First  Amendment  of  the  U.S.  Constitu¬ 
tion,  citing  that  the  amendment  does  not 
apply  to  all  cases.  The  regulation  will  help 
to  limit  prostitution,  STDs,  drug  abuses 


and  criminal  activity  that  permeate  this 
sin  city.  (Reuters) 

»  An  unfortunate  deer  who  had  its 
head  stuck  in  a  plastic  Halloween  jack-o’- 
lantern  for  almost  a  week  freed  itself  on 
Saturday,  said  animal  rescuers.  The  bucket 
was  stuck  on  the  animal’s  nose,  which  pre¬ 
vented  it  from  eating  or  drinking.  Luckily, 
however,  some  water  was  left  over  in  the 
jack-o’-lantern,  which  may  have  been  suf¬ 
ficient  to  keep  the  animal  alive.  “I  think 
this  deer  will  be  just  fine,”  said  Dr.  Wendy 
Swift,  a  veterinarian.  (AP) 


Global  News  Tidbits 


•  -  1  .  *•'  -  -r* 

Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


News 


Welcome  to  the  2006-2007  Argo!  This  year, 

MEETINGS  ARE  HELD  AFTER  SCHOOL  ON  TUES¬ 
DAYS  IN  114.  EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME,  FROM 
SIXIES  TO  SENIORS.  BRING  YOUR  FRIENDS. 
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In  essence,  the  Board  did  not  in¬ 
crease  the  MCAS  passing  score — a  misin¬ 
terpretation  widely  spread  by  the  media. 
“Any  substantive  increase  in  the  passing 
standard  might  have,  as  an  unintended 
consequence,  an  increase  in  drop-out 
rates,”  stated  Driscoll  in  his  memorandum 
to  the  Board  of  Education.  Last  year,  85 
percent  of  all  stu¬ 
dents  who  took 
the  test  passed 
both  English  and 
Math  on  their 
first  try.  If  the 
passing  mark 
had  been  set  to 
240,  only  56  per 
cent  would  have 
passed.  Increas¬ 
ing  the  passing 
score  now  would 
certainly  be  too 
drastic  and  unre¬ 
alistic  a  change. 

The  new  standards  with  the  EPP, 
however,  will  be  implemented  as  an  in¬ 
termediate  step  towards  reaching  the  ul¬ 
timate  goal  of  the  “No  Child  Left  Behind” 
Act,  signed  into  federal  law  by  President 
George  W.  Bush  in  January  of  2002, 
requiring  every  student  in  the  nation  to 
reach  proficiency  in  English  and  Math  by 
2014.  The  goal  of  the  Board  decision  is 
to  improve  and  reinforce  the  educational 
quality  in  the  state  in  compliance  with 


national  legislation. 

When  asked  about  the  effect  of  the 
new  MCAS  standards  on  Boston  Latin 
School,  Mr.  Jim  Montague  confidently 
said,  “The  decision  really  would  not  affect 
any  of  the  students  at  our  school  because 
all  of  them  are  at  least  proficient  in  both.” 
BLS  certainly  has  a  tradition  of  excellence 
in  the  MCAS,  having  ranked  first  in  the 
state  many  times.  The  results  from  the 
2006  exams  were  once  again  outstanding. 


“All  the  students  from  the  10th  grade  got 
either  Advanced  or  Proficient  in  both  sec¬ 
tions,”  Mr.  Montague  continued,  “We’ve 
done  extremely  well!  If  not  the  highest, 
we  are  certainly  among  the  highest  of  all 
high  schools  throughout  the  state.  We  are 
one  of  the  best.” 

High  achievement  on  the  MCAS 
gives  students  the  opportunity  to  receive 
certain  awards.  Tenth  graders  who  score  at 
least  one  Proficient  and  one  Advanced  on 


the  MCAS  are  qualified  for  the  John  and 
Abigail  Adams  Scholarship,  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  tuition  waiver  for  undergraduate 
education  at  any  state  university,  including 
the  University  of  Massachusetts.  This  year, 
374  students  from  the  class  of  2007  were 
qualified.  Latin  School’s  goal  is  to  have 
every  senior  eligible. 

“ We’ll  continue  to  do  the  same  prep¬ 
aration  for  every  student,”  Mr.  Montague 
replied  when  asked  if  our  school  will  make 

any  changes  in 
response  to  the 
new  standards. 
“My  concern 
is  not  with  the 
MCAS,  but  it  is 
that  we  lose  an 
extraordinary 
amount  of  time 
giving  the  prop¬ 
er  instructions 
to  students.  In 
some  ways,  the 
MCAS  inad¬ 
vertently  un-  I 
dermines  some 
of  the  educational  efforts  at  our  school 
because  of  the  distraction  it  presents  to 
the  students,”  he  said. 

Whether  the  new  decision  con¬ 
cerning  MCAS  will  amplify  the  quality 
of  education  remains  to  be  seen.  With 
the  new  standards,  however,  schools 
throughout  the  state  are  likely  to  put  more 
effort  into  improving  their  curriculum 
and  giving  guidance  to  students  who  need 
more  help. 
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BLS  and  Boston  Agree 
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on  Patrick’s  advocacy  for  convicted  rap¬ 
ist  Ben  Le  Guer.  Many  of  those  polled 
noted  that  although  the  advertisements 
were  a  legitimate  campaign  tactic,  they 
hindered  Healey’s  cause  far  more  than 
they  helped  her.  The  majority  of  those 
polled  called  the  advertisements  unac¬ 
ceptable,  including  some  who  stated  that 
they  would  vote  for  Healey.  These  opin¬ 
ions  reflect  a  general  dislike  for  negative 
campaigning.  Numerous  polls  taken  over 
the  course  of  the  gubernatorial  campaign 
showed  that  as  Healey  aired  more  nega¬ 
tive  advertisements,  more  organizations 
proclaimed  their  support  for  Patrick, 
including  prosecutors,  law  enforcement 
officials  and  teacher  unions.  Addition¬ 


ally,  both  Christy  Mihos  and  Grace  Ross 
criticized  the  advertisements.  Mihos  was 
particularly  vehement,  saying,  “They  don’t 
do  a  darn  thing  about  making  our  life  any 
easier,  about  making  us  any  safer.” 

The  same  percentage  of  BLS  se¬ 
niors  polled  supported  Mihos  as  they 
did  Healey.  A  few  commented  that  they 
would  have  liked  to  vote  for  Mihos  or 
Ross,  but,  according  to  one  senior,  “it’s 
more  important  to  work  on  getting  a 
more  generally  accepted  Democrat  in  off 
fice.”  Despite  these  sentiments,  however, 
Mihos  received  nine  percent  and  Ross 
three  percent  of  the  votes  in  the  state, 
which  were  both  high  percentages  for  an 
independent  and  third-party  candidate, 
respectively,  in  Massachusetts. 

This  election  was  historic  in  many 
ways.  For  one,  it  is  the  first  time  in  the 


history  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  that  an  African-American  was 
elected  to  the  governor’s  office.  Another 
significant  outcome  of  the  election  was 
that  a  Democrat  occupies  the  corner  of¬ 
fice  for  the  first  time  in  16  years.  Lastly, 
this  was  the  costliest  campaign  in  state 
history  with  the  total  spending  in  excess 
of  $42.8  million.  As  reported  in  The  Boston 
Globe  on  November  7,  this  was  “largely  the 
result  of  three  millionaire  candidates  who 
have  burned  through  about  $23  million  of 
their  personal  fortunes.” 

Even  given  the  high  percentage  of 
students  in  favor  of  Patrick,  not  all  BLS 
seniors  are  pleased  with  the  election 
results;  one  student,  when  questioned 
about  who  would  receive  his  or  her  vote, 
bluntly  responded,  “No  one;  they  are  all 
underqualified.” 
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Boston  Latin  School  Remembers  Ms.  Filipi 


By  Talia  Clark,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


Boston  Latin  School  students  are 
blessed  (and  sometimes  cursed)  with  the 
fact  that  we  will  probably  never  forget 
those  who  have  taught  us.  Each  of  our 
teachers  is  memorable  in  his  or  her  own 
way.  Most  are  quirky  and  talented,  some 
are  intimidating,  and 
all  are  unique  in  the 
way  they  influence 
us.  Despite  how  re¬ 
spected  and  admired 
some  teachers  may 
be,  it  is  rare  to  find 
a  teacher  who  is 
truly  inspirational, 
and  who  forces  us  to 
change  all  our  pre¬ 
conceived  notions 
about  strength.  This 
October,  Boston 
Latin’s  community 
lost  one  of  those  rari¬ 
ties,  Susan  Filipi,  to 
cancer,  at  only  49 
years  of  age. 

After  being  di¬ 
agnosed  with  mela¬ 
noma  in  her  heel, 

Ms.  Filipi  decided 
to  pursue  a  new  ca¬ 
reer.  She  took  a  char 
acteristically  bold 
step  and  returned 
to  become  a  World 
History  teacher  here 
at  Latin  School.  I, 
and  countless  other 
members  of  the  BLS  community,  are  lucky 
that  she  did.  Ms.  Filipi  was  unlike  any 
teacher  I  had  ever  had,  so  it  is  sometimes 
hard  to  believe  that  she  did  not  decide  to 
be  a  history  teacher  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning.  It  was  clear  that  she  loved  what  she 
taught,  and  she  was  passionate  about  her 
profession.  From  a  tenth-grader’s  perspec¬ 
tive,  Ms.  Filipi  was  unusually  interested  in 
the  Russian  Czars,  Napoleon  and  World 
War  I  trench  warfare.  In  fact,  one  of  her 
best  friends  claims  that  she  would  often 
give  hourlong  lectures  about  some  ob¬ 
scure  piece  of  history.  While  enthusiasm 
is  always  a  crucial  element  in  teaching,  Ms. 
Filipi  also  showed  great  aptitude  in  her 
ability  to  deal  with  all  kinds  of  students, 
enabling  her  to  truly  reach  them.  She 
had  a  kind  of  grace  that  was  apparent  in 
almost  all  that  she  did.  Still,  she  was  able 
to  quickly  move  from  her  caring,  sweet, 
composed  self  to  her  stricter  “don’t  mess 
with  me”  persona.  With  her  ability  to 
chastise  effectively,  she  was  one  of  the 
few  individuals  strong  enough  to  clear  the 
chaos  that  usually  ensues  in  the  basement. 
Whenever  she  left  school  for  a  while  for 
another  surgery,  she  would  worry  (and 
rightly  so)  that  without  her,  those  hallways 
would  become  an  intolerable  mess. 

Ms.  Filipi’s  dedication  to  her  new 
job  was  always  evident  in  her  dreams  to 
become  more.  She  admired  the  teaching 
skills  of  Ms.  Wendy  Holm  and  several  oth¬ 
er  colleagues.  Her  desire  to  prove  herself 
worthy  in  her  new  career  showed  me  that 
this  was  far  more  than  a  replacement  job 
to  her.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that, 
had  she  been  given  the  time,  Ms.  Filipi 
would  have  succeeded  in  becoming  the 
type  of  teacher  she  hoped  to  be.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  juniors  who  were  close  to  her,  she 
quickly  adopted  Ms.  Holm’s  style  in  one 
regard:  notebooks.  As  one  of  her  students 
in  her  first  year  of  teaching,  I  was  not 
exposed  to  some  of  the  high  expectations 
that  she  set  for  her  students’  notebooks. 
As  she  progressed  in  her  teaching,  she 
became  increasingly  organized.  This  task 
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was  sometimes  difficult,  since  it  was 
often  impossible  for  her  to  be  in  class. 
Though  checking  on  the  status  of  her 
classroom  from  a  hospital  bed  was  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult,  that  never  stopped  her 
from  trying. 

I  clearly  remember  her  month-long 
endeavor  to  get  her  students  at  least 
somewhat  acquainted  with  the  names  of 


MS.  SUSAN  FILIPI,  A  VALUED  MEMBER  OF  THE  BLS  COMMUNITY 

the  countries,  states  and  cities  around 
them.  Her  decision  to  book  a  room  in  the 
library  most  likely  began  with  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  over  half  of  her  students  had  no 
idea  where  Iraq  was.  She  was  never  one 
to  let  a  problem  alone  once  it  had  been 
identified  and  she  refused  to  let  us  resume 
our  usual  lecture  and  powerpoint  routine 
until  she  herself  was  convinced  that  she 
had  done  everything  in  her  power  to  make 
us  more  geographically  aware. 

Most  of 
us  are  not  used 
to  our  teachers 
sharing  personal 
details  of  their 
lives  with  us.  I 
can  distinctly 
remember  sev¬ 
eral  teachers 
who  refused  to 
answer  any  per 
sonal  questions 
whatsoever.  Ms. 

Filipi,  however, 
was  uniquely 
open  with  us 
when  it  came 
to  the  facts  of 
her  personal 
and  health-re¬ 
lated  life.  When 
she  relayed  the 
status  of  her 
disease,  she  dis¬ 
played  a  kind 
of  strength  that 

most  high  school  sophomores  rarely  see. 
She  treated  her  students  with  respect  as 
equals,  giving  them  all  the  information 
she  had  about  what  was  going  on  with 
her  illness.  She  also  never  forgot  to  add 
the  reassuring  statement:  “If  anyone  can 
get  through  this,  it’s  me.”  I  can  remember 
trying  to  repress  tears  the  first  day  she 
told  us  that  she  was  sick,  but  the  fact  that 
Ms.  Filipi  never  once  showed  that  she  was 
scared  made  it  so  much  easier  for  others 
to  bear.  Whenever  she  went  into  surgery, 
or  decided  to  participate  in  a  medical 


study  testing  a  new  drug  that  might  cure 
her,  she  would  relay  every  detail  that  she 
thought  was  necessary  to  those  students 
with  whom  she  felt  a  personal  connection. 
She  joked  that  they  were  injecting  her  with 
sugar  water  every  month,  and  we  prayed 
along  with  her  that  that  was  not  so. 

Above  her  assertiveness,  her  ability 
to  deal  with  and  connect  with  people  of  all 
kinds,  her  dedication  as  a  teacher  and  her 
respect  and  honesty  with  her  students,  Ms. 
Filipi’s  strength,  courage  and  beauty  shone 
through  everything  she  did.  With  some 
of  her  students,  she  shared  the  details  of 
her  relationship  with  her  ex-husband,  and 
her  outlook  on  that  relationship  proved 
that  her  strength  existed  far  outside 
the  realms  of  her  sickness.  Ms.  Megan 
Moylan  had  a  theory  about  the  root  of 
Ms.  Filipi’s  strength.  She  was  willing  to 
bet  that  something  had  toughened  her  up 
long  before  fate  had  forced  her  to  use  that 
toughness.  She  guessed  that  Ms.  Filipi  had 
tons  of  brothers,  and  she  was  right.  She 
grew  up  in  the  harsh  climates  of  Canada 
and  North  Dakota  with  five  brothers.  One 
can  imagine  that  growing  up  in  the  bitter 
cold,  fighting  over  showers  with  five  boys, 
any  girl  would  inevitably  have  to  toughen 
up  quite  a  bit. 

At  her  wake  was,  among  the  many 
pictures  of  her,  one  that  displayed  her  in 
the  kind  of  style  that  was  essentially  Ms. 
Filipi.  She  was  standing  with  her  two  sons 
at  some  kind  of  horse  sporting  event,  and 
she  was  wearing  an  enormous  black  floppy 
hat  that  few  could  pull  off  so  well  with  a 
black  and  white  polka-dotted  dress.  That 
one  picture  reminded  me  what  a  classic 
beauty  she  was,  inside  and  out.  Whenever 
she  was  absent  for  a  long  time,  students 
and  teachers  would  ask  each  other  what 
they  knew  about  how  she  was  doing  and 
when  she  would  be  back.  In  our  minds, 
I  am  willing  to  bet  that  all  of  us  almost 
always  had  the  same  theory:  she  was 
probably  home,  sick  and  in  pain  from 
the  effects  of  her  surgery,  but  before  you 
knew  it,  she  would  be  back  in  school,  more 
stunning  than  ever,  with  a  new  haircut,  in  a 
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coral  outfit  (a  color  that  basically  accentu¬ 
ated  every  positive  feature  that  she  had, 
and  that  I  will  forever  associate  with  her) 
and  a  brand  new  scarf  that  she  bought  at 
the  hospital  gift-shop.  That  was  her  way. 
She  battled  cancer  and  all  its  effects  with 
an  elegance  that  demonstrated,  quite  evi¬ 
dently,  both  power  and  courage. 

It  is  a  given  that  her  strength  was 
passed  on  to  her  sons,  for  whom  she  cared 
more  than  anyone  or  anything  else  in  the 
world.  Their  photographs  still  sit  on  her 
desk  at  school.  If  it  were  not  for  them,  it 
is  highly  possible  that  she  may  have  not 


fought  quite  as  hard  as  she  did.  Her  influ¬ 
ence  on  them  was  obvious  as  they  stood  by 
her  coffin  at  her  wake.  That  same  strength 
that  everyone  could  see  in  her  was  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  way  they  stood  and  in  the 
way  they  comforted  those  who,  perhaps, 
had  not  yet  found  all  that  strength  that 
she  had  passed  on  to  many  of  those  she 
knew.  When,  at  the  wake,  Kayla  Quinn  (I) 
mentioned  the  fuzzy  socks  that  we  bought 
her  while  she  was  recuperating  from  one 
of  her  surgeries,  her  sons  assured  us  that 
she  was  wearing  those  socks  as  we  were 
speaking.  Those  few  words  meant  more 
to  us  than  any  of  the  assurances  of  others. 
It  is  hard  to  explain  why  that  simple  fact 
made  everything  seem  so  much  different, 
so  much  easier  to  bear,  but  I  would  like 
to  believe  that  Ms.  Filipi  would  say  some¬ 
thing  similar  to  make  us  feel  better. 

Of  course,  her  presence  was  more 
than  comforting.  Since  her  beginnings  at 
Boston  Latin,  her  life  was  an  inspiration 
to  students,  especially  young  women  who 
saw  some  of  Ms.  Filipi  in  themselves.  We 
idolized  her  and  connected  with  her  in 
different  ways,  at  different  times.  Some 
connected  with  her  in  class  from  afar, 
others  would  stay  to  talk  to  her  well  into 
their  next  period  and  still  others,  such 
as  myself,  would  visit  in  between  classes. 
Almost  every  day  in  nth  grade,  in  between 
Physics  and  Italian,  I  would  stop  by  her 
classroom  and  poke  my  head  in  to  catch 
up.  I  was  often  late  for  Italian  class  that 
year,  but  Ms.  Myette  always  seemed  to 
understand  why  those  foui-minute  meet¬ 
ings  were  so  important  to  me.  On  the  day 
when  the  tragic  news  was  shared,  as  some 
of  her  former  students  sought  comfort  in 
the  guidance  office,  I  saw  how  much  she 
had  affected  these  girls. 

Each  relationship  she  formed  was 
special,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  believe  that  anyone  who  knew  her 
did  not  end  up  growing  in  some  signifi¬ 
cant  way. 

As  the  weather  began  to  get  warmer 
in  the  year  that  I  had  her  as  a  teacher,  Ms. 
Filipi  became  almost  infuriated  when  she 
saw  a  student  walk 
into  her  classroom 
with  sunburn.  After 
she  was  diagnosed, 
she  took  into  her 
5  hands  everything 
that  she  knew  she  had 
I  control  over.  To  do 
if  something  as  simple 
as  not  wear  sunscreen 
Sr  was  an  insult  to  the 
way  she  lived  her  life. 
Ms.  Molly  McDon- 
T  ald-Long,  one  of  Ms. 

'  Filipi’s  colleagues,  said 
that  when  faced  with 
unpleasant  realities 
in  life,  her  own  first 
^  instinct  was  to  avoid 
or  ignore  the  prob- 
flem.  She  explained, 
■™5  ‘After  knowing  Susan, 
ill you  need  to  attack 
'  Afe  »  | your  problems  with 
tenacity.” 

I  could  not 
agree  with  her  more.  It  is  difficult  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  death  of  someone  who  has  had 
such  a  great  impact  on  you.  By  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  impact  and  taking  lessons  out  of 
the  way  she  lived  her  life,  however,  some 
are  able  to  accept  that  loss.  For  those 
who  were  very  close  to  her,  it  is  easier  to 
move  on  when  we  know  that  by  remem¬ 
bering  her,  the  way  in  which  we  live  our 
lives  will  never  be  the  same.  By  knowing 
such  a  strong  and  courageous  person,  we 
ourselves  will  always  be  more  strong  and 
courageous. 
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Senior  Class  Officers  Tackle  the  Year  Ahead 


By  Luigi  DePasquale,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


With  the  senior  elections  behind 
them,  the  members  of  the  Class  of  2007 
move  toward  a  new  year  under  the  leader 
ship  of  their  officers.  Th  eArgo  checked  in 
with  these  recently  elected  representatives 
for  an  update  on  what  they  have  accom¬ 
plished  thus  far  and  what  they  hope  to 
accomplish  in  the  months  ahead. 

One  of  their  most  prominent 
achievements  was  organizing  themselves 
into  one  cohesive  group.  At  least  once  a 
week,  all  of  the  class  officers  meet  together 
to  discuss  ideas,  problems  and  complaints. 
All  students  interested  in  the  outcome  of 
officer  meetings  are  welcome  to  view  the 
records  kept  by  Secretary  Sarah  Hang. 

While  the  officers  are  working  for 
the  class,  some  criticize  that  there  is  little 
visible  evidence  of  progress.  One  of  the 
biggest  complaints  from  most  of  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  is  that  the  yearbooks  have  actu¬ 
ally  gone  up  in  price  since  last  year.  The 
price  of  yearbooks  was  addressed  in  many 
of  the  candidates’  speeches  as  a  issue  that 
they  would  have  liked  to  fix.  Ultimately, 
however,  the  officers  explained  that  they 
had  no  control  over  the  yearbook  prices; 
instead,  the  publisher  does.  In  order  for 
the  officers  to  lower  the  price,  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  start  fundraising 
by  as  early  as  last  year — an  impossibility, 
as  elections  were  held  in  early  October. 
While  students’  frustration  with  the  rise 
in  the  price  may  be  aimed  at  the  officers, 
they  too  express  a  similar  sense  of  dis¬ 
satisfaction.  Although  class  officers  hold 
special  positions,  they  are  powerless  to 
influence  the  decisions  of  the  yearbook 
publisher. 
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Still,  one  type  of  money  collection 
recently  initiated  by  the  class  has  been 
widely  supported:  the  effort  to  raise  funds 
after  the  death  of  Ms.  Filipi.  Homeroom 
representatives  have  been  passing  around 
envelopes  in  Ms.  Filipi’s  memory.  This 
endeavor  has  been  highly  successful  so 
far;  in  one  day  alone,  Class  President 
Michael  Baskin  and  Secretary  Hang  col¬ 
lected  roughly  $80  simply  walking  from 
one  end  of  the  library  to  the  other.  The 
total  amount  generated  from  this  collec¬ 
tion,  according  to  Class  Treasurer  Rebecca 
Goldklang,  is  $676. 

Another  issue  which  the  senior 
class  faces  is  the  selling  of  Boston  Latin 
School  flip-flops.  Hundreds  of  pairs  “were 
ordered  and  arrived  last  year,”  stated 
President  Baskin.  Ultimately,  hardly  any 


were  sold,  and  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
there  were  still  many  boxes  left  over.  As 
a  result,  the  class  treasury  started  off  the 
year  with  debt,  and  members  of  the  senior 
class  were  left  with  the  task  of  selling  at 
least  one  pair  of  shoes.  If  they  fail  to  do  so, 
they  have  the  choice  of  paying  the  $18  for 
the  shoes  themselves  or  not  walking  across 
the  graduation  stage  come  June. 

This  ultimatum  angered  many  stu¬ 
dents;  some  even  started  a  Facebook  group 
called  “All  BLS  flip-flops  should  burn  in 
hell.”  When  asked  about  his  take  on  the 
group,  Baskin  said,  “They  were  {upset}  and 
rightly  so.”  There  were  roughly  400  pairs 
left  to  be  sold.  As  Baskin  handed  them  out, 
he  expressed,  “This  has  nothing  to  do  with 
us!  We  are  just  the  messengers.” 

If,  however,  the  class  successfully 


sells  the  remaining  shoes,  it  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  having  an  additional 
$10,000  in  the  senior  funds.  The  class 
officers  suggest  that  seniors  try  selling  to 
the  younger  students  and  they  also  recom¬ 
mend  “selling  [sandals]  to  your  teachers, 
especially  the  new  teachers.  You  would  be 
surprised  at  how  helpful  teachers  are  when 
they  know  it  goes  to  benefit  us.” 

Fundraising  continues  to  be  their 
primary  focus.  The  officers  are  open  to 
people  posting  their  ideas  for  fundraisers 
on  Facebook  or  by  any  other  means  of 
contact.  One  of  the  ideas  proposed  was 
a  date  with  Wolfie.  Ms.  Kelly,  however, 
wanted  to  make  sure  that  we  are  “not  raf¬ 
fling  off  [Wolfie’s]  body.” 

Another  fundraising  idea  was  to 
sell  advertising  time  to  students  during 
BLSTV,  which  could  be  used  to  promote 
messages  or  even  ask  others  out  to  the 
prom  in  a  romantic  gesture.  All  these 
are  attempts  to  help  lower  the  costs  for 
members  of  the  senior  class.  When  asked 
if  our  senior  year  will  be  cheaper  overall 
than  last  year’s,  Baskin  responded  by  con¬ 
firming  that  “yes,  things  will  be  cheaper,” 
but  added  that  “it  depends  on  how  much 
work  people  put  in.. ..that’s  what  we’re  do¬ 
ing  fundraising  for.”  Although  the  prices 
of  seniors’  immediate  purchases,  such 
as  caps,  gowns  and  yearbook,  cannot  be 
adjusted  at  this  point  in  time,  it  is  still 
possible  to  limit  future  expenses. 

The  coup  de  gras,  however,  the  issue 
most  prominent  in  most  senior  minds  is 
their  status  for  a  senior  prom.  The  class 
still  has  no  definite  guarantee  that  the 
dance  will  happen.  The  officers  refuse 
to  ask  for  it  yet  because  they  feel  that 
their  class  must  first  work  to  earn  the 
privilege. 
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do  not  have  to  sign  up  for  this  valuable 
service.  It  has  been  done  automatically.” 
The  site,  however,  also  notes,  “parents 
are  encouraged  to  contact  each  of  your 
child’s  school  with  any  updated  contact 
numbers  so  that  you  will  not  miss  any 


important  and  useful  telephone  messages 
from  the  school  system.”  This  is  mislead¬ 
ing  in  that  the  school  does  not  keep  the 
updated  information.  Instead,  the  BPS 
headquarters  holds  all  the  information 
regarding  the  phone  system.  Reuben 
Shetler,  a  Class  V  parent,  pointed  out  on 
the  listserv,  “The  FAQ  website  does  not 
say  how  this  information  is  maintained.” 


Many  assume  that  BLS  keeps  records, 
when  in  reality  the  BPS  headquarters 
keeps  much  of  the  up-to-date  information 
and  helps  the  school  use  the  ConnectrED 
system  to  make  calls  and  leave  messages 
to  the  numerous  households  throughout 
the  city. 

As  of  now,  the  only  obvious  solution 
to  this  communication  problem  is  having 


families  update  their  emergency  contact 
information  with  BPS  headquarters.  Since 
the  school  administration  only  receives 
newly  updated  emergency  cards  at  the 
start  of  each  year,  the  school  cannot  rea¬ 
sonably  be  expected  to  oversee  this  task 
for  families.  Parents  can  prevent  future 
frustration  by  calling  the  BPS  headquar¬ 
ters  to  update  their  information. 


The  College  Phantom  Strikes  Again 


By  Gregory  Wong,  I 

Staff  Writer 


One  of  the  most  significant  choices 
one  makes  in  the  college  process  is  why 
he  or  she  wants  to  go  to  a  certain  college. 
Is  this  choice  solely  influenced  by  the 
activities  one  would  like  to  pursue?  Does 
the  diversity  of  the  school  greatly  impact 
the  student?  Or  does  the  food  have  to  be 
simply  delectable?  The  answer  for  most  is 
that  the  college  just  has  to  “feel  right”  and 
has  to  contain  programs  and  the  student 
demographics  favorable  to  that  person. 
Each  individual  student,  of  course,  must 
seek  the  place  that  fits  his  or  her  personal 
priorities. 

The  four  seniors  the  Argo  is  follow¬ 
ing  can  all  provide  examples  of  why  per 
sonal  interests  are  so  key.  Khue  Nguyen, 
for  one,  is  looking  for  a  co-ed  college 
that  is  ethnically  and  socioeconomically 
diverse.  Moreover,  the  school  needs  at 
the  very  least  to  provide  “good  food,  good 
academics  [and]  research  possibilities.” 
When  asked  about  her  intended  major, 
Khue  says  that  sociology  and  computer 
science  interest  her  considerably  because 
“technology  is  just  so  in  right  now.  I 
feel  like  I  have  to  do  something  with  it. 
Hopefully,  one  day  I  can  have  my  own 


nonprofit  organization  to  benefit  all  types 
of  people.”  She,  however,  wants  to  attend 
more  prestigious  colleges  where  there  will 
be  a  higher  proportion  of  opportunities 
available.  Khue  has  finished  applying  to 
Harvard  early,  and  will  be  applying  to 
several  other  elite  colleges  in  the  North¬ 
east,  such  as  Boston  College,  Boston 
University,  Brown  University,  Princeton 
University  and  Tufts  University 

John  Walsh  looks  to  attend  a  local 
university,  but  finding  ones  with  “either 
good  programs  in  Communications  or 
Drama”  is  his  main  goal.  For  his  personal 
essay,  he  will  be  focusing  on  his  experi¬ 
ences  with  the  Boston  Latin  School  Yel¬ 
low  Submarine  Improv  Troupe,  of  which 
he  is  currently  a  captain.  “I  wasn’t  particu¬ 
larly  concerned  with  size,”  he  continued, 
“though  I  suppose  that  I  would  enjoy  a 
larger  school  as  opposed  to  a  smaller  one.” 
As  for  activities  and  clubs,  John  wants  to 
continue  participating  in  a  student  drama 
team  and  a  concert  band.  Emerson  Col¬ 
lege,  one  of  his  top  choices,  is  almost  a 
perfect  fit  for  John;  the  college  specializes 
in  television  and  film  production,  drama 
and  acting,  screenwriting  and  publishing, 
and  communications.  John  ranks  in  the 
middle  of  his  class  and  has  a  solid  SAT 
score,  giving  him  the  confidence  to  apply 


to  reputable  schools  such  as  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Boston  College.  He  has  listed 
Suffolk  University  and  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  Amherst  as  safeties. 

Rashanna  Roach  also  makes  stu- 
dentrrun  activities  a  top  priority.  “There 
has  to  be  something  to  do!”  she  explained. 
Rashanna  seeks  a  vibrant,  cultural  and 
an  involved  community  where  she  can 
further  develop  her  interests  of  student 
government,  volunteering  with  young 
children  and  other  leadership  opportu¬ 
nities.  Besides  extracurricular  activities, 
Rashanna  has  been  exploring  histori¬ 
cally  black  colleges,  for  she  believes  it 
is  “a  once  in  a  lifetime  chance  to  be  [in] 
the  majority.”  Accordingly,  Rashanna  is 
planning  to  study  sociology  and  will  be 
applying  to  Howard  University,  her  first 
choice,  as  well  as  to  La  Salle  University, 
Bennett  College,  Suffolk  University  and 
Trinity  College. 

Even  weather  can  be  a  consider 
ation.  Jo  Werba,  who  prefers  warmer 
areas,  has  made  a  point  of  looking  at 
colleges  farther  from  the  Northeast.  She 
wants  to  attend  a  school  with  attractive 
options  in  the  fields  of  environmental  sci¬ 
ence  and  biology.  She  says  that  she  might 
“want  to  become  a  field  biologist  or  a 
big  animal  vet,”  and  hopes  “to  work  with 


helping  to  develop  sustainable  solutions  in 
developing  countries  and  study  the  fauna 
of  different  places.” 

While  Jo  has  a  stellar  GPA  and  ex¬ 
cellent  standardized  test  scores,  she  is  not 
only  attuned  to  applying  to  schools  in  the 
Ivy  League  or  Ivy-esque  ones.  Instead,  she 
is  searching  for  a  college  that  best  fits  her 
personality  She  especially  admires  Warren 
Wilson  College  in  North  Carolina,  which 
has  an  undergraduate  class  of  less  than 
850.  Jo,  however,  tries  not  to  think  about 
college,  which  she  dubs  the  “C”  word, 
for  she  will  “get  sad...  not  about  getting 
in — I’m  not  there  yet — but  about  leaving 
my  friends.” 

As  December  quickly  approaches, 
January  deadlines  will  also  become  oner 
ous  for  all  senior  college  applicants.  Those 
who  still  have  not  completed  their  ap¬ 
plications  will  have  to  send  them  off  by 
mid-December,  since  guidance  counselors 
encourage  all  seniors  to  send  their  applica¬ 
tions  to  colleges  before  the  winter  break. 
Though  most  deadlines  are  in  January, 
Khue,  John,  Rashanna  and  Jo  have  all 
completed  most  of  their  application  ma¬ 
terials,  and  soon  enough  they  can  get  over 
admission  applications.  By  then,  however, 
it  will  be  time  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
financial  aid  forms  that  await  them. 
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Burned  Out...  or  Fired  Up? 


By  Alexander  Zhu,  II 

Assistant  Editor 


The  purpose  of  academic  competition  at  Boston  Latin 
School  is  to  motivate  the  students  to  produce  the  best  work 
possible.  This  is  supposed  to  help  the  students  prepare  for  “suc¬ 
cessful  college  studies”  at  their  institutions  of  choice,  which 
should  consequently  lead  to  “responsible  and  engaged  citizen¬ 
ship”  and  “a  rewarding  life.”  The  current  level  of  competition, 
however,  is  proving  to  be  counterproductive.  It  adversely  affects 
students’  health,  mental  growth  and  morale. 

The  current  level  of  competition  requires  students  to 
spend  more  and  more  time  studying  for  tests  and  an  excessive 
amount  of  time  on  written  work  each  night.  This  leads  to  the 
most  prominent  and  most  complained  about  problem  in  the 
school:  the  severe  lack  of  sleep  experienced  by  most  underclass¬ 
men  and  all  upperclassmen.  As  a  junior,  I  stay  up  until  odd  hours 
of  the  night  and  end  up  falling  asleep  in  homeroom,  at  the  train 
station,  on  the  train,  in  the  library  and  anywhere  else  I  find  a 
free  moment.  I  observe  many  others  who  do  the  same.  More 
importantly,  the  lack  of  sleep  is  incredibly  unhealthy.  As  teenag¬ 
ers,  our  mental  development  also  relies  on  sufficient  sleep,  and 
our  mental  health  is  just  as  important  as  our  physical  health. 

Competition  also  affects  extracurricular  activities,  par¬ 
ticularly  clubs.  Since  the  competition  to  get  that  seat  in  a  top 
college  prompts  students  to  spend  more  time  on  their  academic 
work,  they  have  much  less  time  to  commit  to  other  things 
such  as  extracurricular  activities.  Some  students  who  are  very 
interested  in  a  club  or  want  to  play  a  sport  may  decide  they 
do  not  have  the  time  to  participate.  Thus,  clubs  and  sports 
lose  members  who  could  potentially  could  have  contributed 
a  great  deal. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  competition  seems  to  attract  a 
different  group  of  students  to  join  clubs.  Upon  hearing  that  col¬ 
leges  like  students  who  participate  in  clubs,  masses  of  students 
rush  off  to  join  them.  In  many  cases,  a  student’s  sole  reason  for 
joining  a  club  is  for  the  credit  and  to  list  his  or  her  “participa¬ 
tion”  on  the  omnipotent  transcript.  Accordingly,  clubs  have 
many  unreliable  members  who  will  not  show  up  for  any  major 
event  sponsored  by  the  club,  choosing  instead  to  complete 
nagging  assignments. 

Participation  in  extracurricular  activities  provides  op¬ 
portunities  to  be  both  good  team  members  and  strong  leaders. 
Some  resume-conscious  students  believe  it  is  useless  to  join  a 
club  unless  they  can  earn  a  leadership  position  there.  This  belief 
discourages  participation  in  a  club  when  leadership  positions 
are  already  taken.  This  negatively  affects  the  character  of  our 
students,  for  they  will  never  learn  to  be  team  members  if  they 
focus  entirely  on  competing  for  leadership  positions. 

Also,  cheating  is  fueled  by  competition  between  students 
and  by  the  pressure  to  do  well.  Students  often  run  short  on  time 
to  study  for  their  many  exams,  but  still  wish  to  do  as  well  as 
their  peers.  Thus,  some  feel  compelled  to  cheat.  This  includes 
copying  homework,  asking  each  other  for  test  questions  and 
using  the  classic  cheat  sheets.  This  would  not  happen  in  a  much 
less  competitive  environment. 

In  fact,  the  need  to  devote  so  much  time  to  academic 
work  severely  affects  our  sociability.  It  is  common  for  us  to  stop 
going  out  with  friends  because  we  have  to  spend  so  many  hours 
studying  for  tests.  Such  an  emphasis  on  academics  prevents  us 
from  developing  an  interest  in  politics,  medicine,  the  environ¬ 
ment  or  other  important  subjects  that  have  a  great  bearing  on 
our  country,  our  world  and  our  future. 

The  current  level  of  academic  competition  at  Latin  School 
is  hurting  our  health,  mental  development,  moral  standards  and 
character  development.  Without  these,  how  could  we  be  fully 
prepared  for  college  life,  the  rigors  of  higher  education  and  a 
rewarding  life  thereafter?  It  has  reached  a  critical  point  at  which 
academic  competition  has  become  counterproductive  to  the 
mission  of  our  school.  .  ...  *  ..........  ...  .  . .  <  . . 


By  Joe  Higgins,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Every  Boston  Latin  School  student  reading  this  article 
knows  that  this  school  puts  a  lot  of  pressure  on  each  and  every 
student  to  perform  at  his  or  her  best.  The  emphasis  put  on 
achieving  that  next  highest  grade  or  test  score  is  something 
that  we  are  all  maybe  a  little  too  familiar  with.  I  wouldn’t  have 
it  any  other  way. 

Some  of  us  respond  better  to  the  school’s  high  pressure 
than  others.  Either  way,  efforts  aided  by  pressure  will  produce 
greater  academic  achievement  than  the  same  effort  without 
the  extra  nudge  that  this  pressure  gives  us.  If  someone  does 
not  respond  at  all  to  the  demands  for  high  achievement,  the 
end  result  will  be  exactly  the  same  as  if  these  demands  did  not 
exist.  Their  grades  and  scores  would  remain  unaffected.  This  is 
how  the  school’s  pressure  for  academic  success  can  only  bring 
students’  success  higher. 

Of  course,  on  the  flip  side,  the  argument  can  be  made 
that  this  demanding  school  environment  can  place  an  insur- 
mountable  burden  on  students  and  can  stress  them  out  too 
much.  To  this,  one  can  only  reply  with  a  resounding,  “Get  over 
it!”  Hundreds  of  students  handle  the  burden  every  year.  No 
argument  can  be  made  against  that.  Hundreds  of  students  deal 
with  the  intense  pressure,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  do  remark¬ 
ably  well  because  of  it.  If  someone  thinks  that  it  is  too  much,  it 
is  really  only  that  person’s  fault  because  of  his  or  her  inability 
to  cope  with  the  situation.  The  skill  of  time  management  is  a 
practice  he  or  she  should  have  learned  by  now.  If  some  people 
can  do  it,  then  everyone  can. 

Another  common  (and  just  as  false)  statement  regarding 
pressure  on  students  at  school  is  that  it  causes  widespread  and 
rampant  cheating  in  the  classroom.  Cheating,  of  course,  is  an 
immoral  way  of  creating  misleadingly  high  marks.  Therefore, 
it  is  never  acceptable  and  is  always  a  negative  aspect  in  any 
learning  environment.  Nevertheless,  people  always  want  to 
gain  an  edge  over  the  next  person,  and  thus  cheating  is  some¬ 
thing  that  goes  on  in  every  competitive  field.  Eliminating  the 
academic  pressure  on  students  will  not  eliminate  deviant  con¬ 
duct.  Regardless  of  pressure,  no  one  will  be  seated  at  a  test  and 
have  this  thought  run  through  his  or  her  mind:  “Oh,  if  I  pass 
or  fail  this  test  it  doesn't  matter.”  The  student  always  knows 
that  his  or  her  grades  are  important  because  the  self-motiva¬ 
tion  provided  by  a  desire  for  a  quality  future  will  constantly 
be  present.  Reducing  the  emphasis  on  grades  will  not  alter 
the  student’s  own  emphasis  on  life  and,  therefore,  will  never 
reduce  cheating  by  any  degree. 

Consistent  pressure  and  high  expectations  are  also  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  proper  development  of  a  healthy  work  ethic. 
Without  any  suitable  motivation  to  get  schoolwork  done, 
how  would  you  expect  the  student  to  get  any  other  kind  of 
work  done?  No  one’s  life  will  ever  be  carefree  and  easy,  so  why 
should  school  provide  any  sort  of  illusory  alternate  reality? 
The  lives  of  people  are  spent  in  constant  competition  and 
there  are  no  exceptions.  How  assiduous  of  a  worker  could  a 
person  be,  if  the  institution  that  educated  the  person  did  not 
constantly  push  him  or  her  to  try  harder  and  be  better  than 
everyone  else?  The  answer  to  that  is,  unsurprisingly,  not  a  very 
assiduous  worker  at  all.  Valuable  life  lessons  can  be  gained 
from  this  pressure. 

Just  because  we  are  teenagers  does  not  mean  that  things 
should  be  easy.  If  we  are  capable  of  pushing  ourselves  a  little 
harder  for  our  own  personal  benefit,  what  is  the  harm?  No 
one  is  forcing  anyone  to  do  anything.  The  pressure  is  not  only 
manageable  for  all,  it  is  beneficial  for  those  with  a  decent 
work  ethic  too.  The  competition  only  drives  grades  up  and 
so  is  obviously  a  good  thing.  Everyone  looking  at  this  page 
has  benefited  from  competition.  If  you  still  want  to  complain 
about  the  pressure,  then  your  time  clearly  could  be  better 
spent  actually  doing  some  work.  •  . . 
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Question 

Is  there  too  much  competition  at 
Boston  Latin  School? 


A 


mm,  k  M  -Mam 

“Competition  is  a  natural  and  un¬ 
deniable  part  of  life.  Too  much  stress, 
however,  can  be  harmful.” 

— Dr.  William  Carroll, 

Modern  Languages 


“I  think  it  is  hurtful.  You  should 
do  the  best  you  can,  and  focus  on  your¬ 
self  rather  than  how  you  compare  with 
others.” 

— Stephanny  Morales,  I 


“It’s  a  good  thing.  It  challenges  us 
to  live  up  to  our  potential...” 

— Rea  Dado,  II 


“{It}  does  help  the  student  body  as  a 
whole  to  prepare  for  our  future,  but  it  also 
hurts  some  people  who  can’t  keep  up.” 


Moses  Tran,  III 


— Will  EpiterSmith,  IV 


“If  it  is  competitive,  it  is  helpful 
to  encourage  BLS  spirit.  We  want  to  do 
well  because  of  our  reputation.” 

— Tyler  Abron,  V 
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Aqui  No  Se  Habla  Espanol 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Olena  Savytska,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Espanol.  The  name  suggests  an 
expressive  combination  of  power  and 
beauty,  an  abundance  of  passion  and 
exotic  flavor.  Spanish  is  offered  in  many 
schools  (most  students  who  take  it  do  so 
because  they  think  it  is  easy).  The  Span¬ 
ish  words  most  native  English  speakers 
know,  however,  are  limited  to  tortilla, 
burrito  and  salsa.  “Why  speak  Spanish,” 
they  wonder,  “if  Spain  is  halfway  around 
the  world?” 

Spanish,  considering  its  status  as 
one  of  the  most  widely  spoken  languages 
of  los  Estados  Unidos,  is  given  fairly  little 
emphasis  in  school  curriculums,  even  in 
the  humanities-oriented  Boston  Latin 
School.  The  intensity  of  Spanish  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  US  is  obvious  in  the  rigor  of 
tests.  According  to  BLS  teacher  Dr.  Nor 
berto  James,  “the  [AP  Spanish]  Language 
Exam  is  easy”  Grammar  occupied  only 
a  io-minute  section  of  last  year’s  exam, 
and  the  “speaking  skills”  section  involved 
telling  a  story  based  on  four  pictures.  The 
widely  used  Paso  a  Paso  textbook  offers  a 
somewhat  primitive  presentation  of  Span¬ 
ish  language  and  culture,  bedecked  with 
pictures  of  paella  and  flamenco  dancers, 
and  offering  relatively  little  grammar.  Plus, 
while  there  is  a  National  Latin  Exam  and  a 
National  French  Exam,  I  have  never  heard 
of  a  National  Spanish  Exam.  Schools  and 
national  associations  simply  do  not  seem 
to  take  Spanish  seriously  enough. 


We  owe  so  much  to  the  Latin-Amer 
ican  culture  that  has  been  infused  into  our 
country  Beyond  salsa,  tango  and  meren- 
gue,  beyond  tamales  and  guacamole,  we 


yet  to  adopt  their  love  of  life,  hospitality 
and  work  ethic.  Spanish  has  a  rich  history 
in  this  hemisphere.  Over  the  centuries,  it 
has  changed  from  the  tongue  of  oppres¬ 
sion  to  that  of  the  struggle  for  liberty 
and  democracy.  Today  it  is  a  language  of 
pride  and  identity,  with  a  rich  past  and  a 
promising  future. 


English  has  always  been  the  primary 
language  spoken  in  the  United  States, 
but  Spanish  is  quickly  beginning  to  offer 
competencia.  Hispanic  engineers,  public 


leaders  in  their  fields.  Exquisitely  talented 
writers,  like  Sandra  Cisneros,  dominate 
modern  literature.  Designers,  like  Oscar 
de  la  Renta,  offer  elegant  yet  unique 
styles.  Latin-Americans  are  becoming  a 
powerful  force  within  diverse  fields  of 
work  and  are  bringing  with  them  a  strong 
language  and  a  fascinating  culture. 

Many  Americans  react  negatively 


to  the  suggestion  that  they  learn  Span¬ 
ish  and  wonder  why  Hispanics  can’t  just 
learn  English.  Since  everything  Latin 
has  become  an  inextricable  part  of  our 
culture,  however,  it  only  makes  sense  for 
us  to  embrace  the  language  that  comes 
with  it.  Spanish  is  everywhere,  and  in 
certain  barrios,  it  is  already  the  primary 
language.  When  I  take  a  bus  to  Roslindale 
Square,  I  often  hear  is  “Hola”  and  “<i£>ue 
tal?"  When  I  look  outside  the  window 
of  the  bus  on  Washington  Street,  I  see 
the  Magia  barbershop  and  various  stores 
displaying  the  sign  “Spanish-American 
foods.”  At  J  &  P  Cleaners,  I  can  always 
practice  my  Spanish  with  the  sociable 
owner,  and  the  thriving  restaurant  nearby 
boasts  a  menu  of  mole,  tamales  and  en¬ 
chiladas. 

Spanish  should  become  a  more  im¬ 
portant  part  of  our  curriculum,  whether  as 
a  more  rigorous  elective  or  as  a  mandatory 
course.  A  second  language  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  in  a  modern-day  nation:  Canada 
has  its  French  and  the  Ukraine  has  its 
Russian.  These  countries  enjoy  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  a  vibrant  culture  that  recognizes 
its  major  constituents.  Knowledge  of 
Spanish  would  allow  the  United  States  to 
cooperate  better  with  its  Latin  neighbors. 
Spanish  is  the  language  that  dominates  an 
entire  continent  and  is  quickly  spreading 
to  our  own.  BLS  students,  as  future  lead¬ 
ers,  ought  to  be  especially  familiar  with 
this  up-and-coming  language.  It  never 
hurts  to  be  multilingual,  so  why  not  begin 
with  Spanish? 


Standardized  Success 


Torture:  Made  in  USA 


THE  SPANISH  TEXTBOOK  USED  IN  BLS  INSTRUCTION,  CONSIDERED  LACKLUSTER  BY  SOME. 


have  adopted  many  other  cultural  aspects  .  workers^  nurses  and  doctors  are  becoming 
of  our  Latin  neighbors,  but  sadly  we  have 


By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Assistant  Layout  Editor 


“Please  read  this  silently  to  yourself. 
When  you  have  finished,  look  up,  and  I 
will  give  you  further  instructions.”  This 
command  was  given  simultaneously  across 
the  nation  as  thousands,  if  not  millions,  of 
students  took  the  PSAT  last  month.  Ah, 
yes,  standardized  testing,  one  of  the  most 
popular  sports  known  to  man,  is  enjoyed 
at  least  once  in  a  lifetime  by  almost  every 
American.  To  most  people,  these  tests 
are  a  necessary  evil — an  unpleasant  but 
bearable  part  of 
life.  There  are  peo¬ 
ple,  however,  who 
swear  that  stan¬ 
dardized  testing 
ruins  education, 
and  this  slightly 
deranged  group  is 
growing  fast.  The 
MCAS  is  now  one 
of  the  most  boy¬ 
cotted  exams  in 
our  great  common¬ 
wealth. 

Those  of  you 
who  are  in  that 
group  and  still  be¬ 
lieve  that  standard¬ 
ized  tests  hurt  you, 
allow  me  to  show 
you  the  light.  By  and  large  Boston  Latin 
School  students  report  that  the  MCAS 
test  was  incredibly  easy.  I  mean,  I  took 
harder  tests  in  elementary  school.  Did  I 
mention  you  also  get  to  use  calculators?  By 
the  time  you  graduate  from  high  school, 
you  are  expected  to  know  how  to  find  the 
area  of  a  rectangle.  (This  is  apparently 
such  a  challenge  that  teachers  have  to 
spend  all  year  teaching  sixteen-yearolds 
how  to  multiply  two  numbers.)  Person¬ 
ally,  I  do  not  see  how  teachers  would 
need  to  prepare  their  students  for  the 
MCAS,  considering  that  everything  on  it 
was  covered  by  fifth  grade  in  my  Boston 


Public  School.  If  you  cannot  find  the  area 
of  a  triangle,  cannot  square  numbers  on  a 
calculator,  or  have  trouble  reading  short 
passages,  then  the  state  has  the  right  to 
deny  you  a  diploma. 

Regardless  of  the  difficulty  of  stan¬ 
dardized  tests,  we  still  ought  to  welcome 
them.  Standardized  testing  can  elevate 
the  most  qualified  people  to  positions  of 
responsibility.  To  illustrate,  imagine  you 
are  being  put  to  sleep  before  surgery  when 
you  hear  the  anesthesiologist  ask:  “Before 
you  cut  him  open — if  it’s  io  mL  per  three 
pounds  of  body  weight,  how  much  should 


I  give  him?”  This  is  the  kind  of  crucial 
understanding  that  standardized  tests 
can  evaluate  easily.  Show  me  someone 
foolish  enough  to  not  be  afraid  of  such  a 
doctor  and  I  will  show  you  an  opponent 
of  standardized  tests. 

Furthermore,  our  battery  of  tests 
is  mild  compared  to  that  of  the  Chinese 
system.  In  China,  you  get  only  chinaone 
chance  at  the  college  exam,  and  if  you  do 
not  do  well  enough  to  get  into  a  good  col¬ 
lege  or  do  not  get  into  one  at  all,  well... 

Standardized  Success 
Continued  on  page  7 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


Last  September,  when  the  Repub¬ 
licans  were  still  in  control  of  Congress, 
President  George  W.  Bush  proposed  a  bill 
that  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  allow  him 
to  reinterpret  the  Geneva  Conventions.  It 
would,  however,  give  him  the  authority  to 
decide  what  types  of  interrogation  tech¬ 
niques  are  allowed.  Opponents  viewed  it 
as  an  attempt  by  the  president  to  find  a 
loophole  in  the  Conventions  to  continue 
harsh  interrogation  without  repercus¬ 
sions.  Given  the  president’s  past  history 
of  complicity  toward  and  endorsement 
of  the  abuse  at  Guantanamo  Bay  and 
Abu  Ghraib,  the  accusation  of  these  op¬ 
ponents  is  certainly  justified.  This  bill  is 
a  maligned  effort  by  conservatives  and  re¬ 
actionaries.  We  are  being  presented  with 
many  choices  that  disregard  the  interests 
of  our  country 

According  to  Article  III  of  the 
Geneva  Conventions,  “Prisoners  of 
war  are  entitled  in  all  circumstances  to 
respect  their  persons  and  their  honor.” 
This  means  that  prisoners  are  theoreti¬ 
cally  protected  from  violence,  indignity 
(e.g.  sexual  humiliation)  or  biological 
experimentation.  After  the  start  of  the 
“War  on  Terror,”  Taliban  and  Al-Qaeda 
fighters  captured  in  Afghanistan  were 
deemed  “enemy  combatants”  by  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Office.  These  “combatants”  were 
effectively  denied  the  protection  provided 
by  Article  III.  Furthermore,  the  US  Army 
Field  Manual  on  Interrogation,  or  FM 
34-52,  was  revised  by  former  Secretary 
of  Defense  Donald  Rumsfeld  to  include 
“extended  interrogation  techniques.”  In 
essence,  these  techniques  are  so  harsh 
and  brutal  that  they  can  be  considered 
as  torture  under  Article  III,  e.g.,  hanging 
prisoners  by  their  wrists,  thus  causing 
severe  damage  to  shoulder  joints.  This 
was  originally  designed  for  the  interroga¬ 
tion  of  enemy  combatants,  and  was  later 
applied  to  Iraqi  POWs.  This  revision  is  a 


blatant  violation  of  the  Geneva  Conven¬ 
tions.  Although  this  revised  section  was 
later  dropped,  on  December  14, 2005,  the 
New  York  Times  confirmed  that  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  had,  in  fact,  rewritten  the  manual 
with  ten  classified  pages  not  available  to 
the  public.  The  McCain  Amendment  of 
2005,  which  was  meant  to  restrict  interro¬ 
gation  techniques  to  those  in  FM  34-52,  is 
full  of  loopholes  that  permit  torture.  This 
is  ironic  considering  the  fact  that  John 
McCain  himself  was  tortured  in  Vietnam 
while  held  captive.  Now,  this  most  recent 
proposal  by  Bush  further  exacerbates  the 
declining  ethics  in  American  politics. 

Many  support  Bush’s  decision  be¬ 
cause  they  believe  that  it  is  a  justifiable 
response  to  the  September  nth  attacks. 
Bush  and  many  other  conservatives  be¬ 
lieve  that  America  must  be  protected  at 
any  cost — even  if  that  means  violating 
the  Geneva  Convention.  This  “War  on 
Terror”  is  highly  unconventional  because 
our  opponents  are  not  sovereign  states; 
rather  they  are  groups  of  fanatics  who 
are  spread  out  all  over  the  world  and  are 
highly  dedicated  to  their  convictions. 
They  are  well  concealed  and  funded  by 
rogue  states,  making  direct  engagement 
impossible  and  victory  in  war  difficult. 

Acquisition  of  information  has  been 
crucial  in  this  war.  It  is  true  that  access 
to  useful  information  can  alleviate  bush¬ 
whacking  and  can  augment  security.  Yet 
torture  is  not  effective  in  gaining  useful 
or  truthful  information.  Torture  is  a  tech¬ 
nique  used  to  extract  information  by  trial- 
and-error  without  prior  knowledge  about 
the  prisoner.  Interrogators  never  know 
what  information  the  detainee  actually 
has.  The  detainee  may  have  a  cornucopia 
of  useful  intelligence,  or  he  may  be  an 
innocent  McDonald’s  cashier,  wrongfully 
identified  as  a  member  of  Al-Qaeda.  Some 
torture  techniques,  such  as  “waterboard¬ 
ing,”  which  simulates  drowning  and 

Torture:  Made  in  USA 
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A  Vile 


By  Andrew  Klein,  II 

Assistant  Forum  Editor 


Guns  and  knives  are  the  bloody 
symbols  of  violence  in  Boston,  but  do 
these  vile  tools  deserve  the  blame?  I 
charge  society  and  guns  with  conspiracy 
to  commit  homicide  in  the  premature 
death  of  Herman  Taylor  III.  On  July  12, 
2006,  the  18-yearold  African-American 
student  from  Roxbury  was  killed  while 
walking  through  his  own  neighborhood. 
Taylor  was  the  37th  murder  victim  in 
Boston  this  year,  which  is  proving  to  be 
even  deadlier  than  2005.  So  far  this  year 
there  have  been  67  homicides.  Taylor’s 
senseless  death  sparked  an  outcry  from 
community  leaders  and  activists;  all  de¬ 
manded  an  end  to  the  wave  of  violence 
that  has  swept  through  our  streets.  This 
demand  did  not  stop  the  violence,  and  in 
the  months  since  the  passing  of  Herman 
Taylor,  we  have  seen  many  more  people 
killed  in  our  city. 

On  September  ii,  2006,  a  peace 
march  and  vigil  were  held  to  commemo¬ 
rate  Herman  Taylor’s  life  and  to  lament 
his  death.  Many  speakers  called  on  lis¬ 
teners  to  fix  our  society — a  society  that 
promotes  violence  and  gangs,  a  society 
that  is  implicitly  responsible  for  Taylor’s 
death.  Most  people  at  the  vigil  agreed  that 
there  are  many  things  in  our  community 
that  must  be  improved.  City  Councilor 
Sam  Yoon,  one  of  only  a  few  politicians 
present,  called  it  absurd  that  we  must 
constantly  fear  acts  of  violence  in  our 
communities. 

Yoon’s  statement  was  well-received 
and  certainly  appropriate,  and  many  oth¬ 
ers  made  similar  assertions.  I  noticed, 
however,  that  most  speakers  barely  dis¬ 
cussed  ways  for  our  society  to  begin  to 
mend,  if  they  mentioned  solutions  at  all. 
I  know  that  this  did  not  result  from  a  lack 
of  concern.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that 
the  complexity  and  heartache  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  made  speakers  reluctant  to  suggest 
that  they  knew  the  “proper  solution.” 

We  must  ask:  what  is  the  best  way  to 
improve  our  communities  and  to  alleviate 
the  violence  in  our  city?  I  am  disappointed 
at  the  lack  of  public  attention  given  to 
this  question.  Although  it  is  tempting  to 
shy  away  from  this  confusing  and  painful 
quagmire,  we  must  have  dialogue  before 
we  can  move  toward  reform. 


Silence 

More  politicians  should  have  been 
present  at  Herman  Taylor’s  vigil;  the  ex¬ 
perience  would  have  been  enlightening  for 
legislators  who  have  distanced  themselves 
and  their  families  from  the  violence  in 
Boston  by  means  of  private  schools  and 
suburban  towns.  Perhaps  this  reflection 
on  the  untimely  death  of  young,  altruistic 
Herman  Taylor  would  have  provided  them 
with  a  much-needed  measure  of  reality. 
Perhaps,  this  reality  would  have  inspired 
them  to  place  the  issue  on  their  agenda. 

I  believe  that  the  roots  of  violence 
in  our  city  include  racism,  low-quality  edu¬ 
cation  and  poverty,  and  these  problems 
must  be  attacked  at  the  source.  Racism 
and  poor  public  schools  often  lead  to 
poverty;  the  frustrations  of  poverty  can 
in  turn  stimulate  violence.  While  it  is  far 
fetched  to  assume  that  a  single  politician 
can  end  poverty,  as  a  society  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  reflect  on  poverty  and  identify 
measures  to  eradicate  it.  For  example,  if 
the  money  allocated  to  the  wealthy  (as 
stipulated  in  George  W.  Bush’s  tax  cuts) 
were  distributed  to  impoverished  com¬ 
munities,  then  new  schools,  health  centers 
and  businesses  could  be  established  in 
these  areas.  These  opportunities  would 
help  to  assuage  violence  because  it  would 
provide  once-desperate  individuals  with  a 
stable  economic  and  social  environment. 
Different  people,  however,  bring  differ 
ent  beliefs  about  how  to  respond  to  the 
situation,  and  a  variety  of  ideas  will  be 
necessary  to  address  the  violence  in  our 
neighborhoods. 

I  cannot  ignore  the  provokers  of 
violence  and  the  efforts  that  ought  to  be 
taken  to  directly  prevent  violent  crimes. 
We  need  capable  police  officers  to  moni¬ 
tor  our  streets  for  violence.  A  gun  buyback 
program  certainly  has  the  potential  to  be 
successful,  although  it  was  not  in  the  past. 
As  a  community,  we  can  make  more  efforts 
to  facilitate  gang  truces,  like  the  recently 
announced  successful  truce  between  the 
infamous  Heath  Street  Gang  and  H-Block 
Gang. 

In  no  way  am  I  implying  that  I  have 
all  the  answers  or  even  the  correct  ones, 
but  I  know  that  apathy  is  not  the  answer. 
I  am  simply  advocating  more  focus  on  the 
issue  of  violence  in  our  community.  We 
need  public  dialogue  debating  the  proper 
plan  of  action,  and  then  we  must  act! 


Seniority  Issues 


By  Bryan  Strickland,  I 

Staff  Writer 


I  have  heard  more  stories  about 
pressure,  responsibility,  time  manage¬ 
ment,  depression  and  mental  break¬ 
downs  in  my  junior  and  senior  years  than 
requests  by  Head  Master  Kelley  to  hear 
the  mission  statement  recited  (and  trust 
me,  there  have  been  many). 

I’m  confused,  however,  about  all 
these  stories.  A  majority  of  students  will 
tell  you  that  junior  year  is  brutal  and  that 
once  you  make  it  to  senior  year,  school’s 
a  piece  of  cake.  I  finished  my  junior 
year  with  only  a  few  scars,  and  am  a  few 
months  deep  into  my  senior  year.  I  must 
tell  you:  it’s  not  that  bad,  but  it  seems 
that  every  time  I  turn  around,  I  hear 
a  classmate  of  mine  complaining  that 
senior  year  is  ten  times  harder  than  they 
were  told  it  would  be.  Some  have  even 
dared  to  say — believe  it  or  not — that 
senior  year  is  harder  than  junior  year! 
These  claims  are  the  first  of  the  sort  that 
I  have  ever  heard,  and  so  I  wonder  why 
fellow  members  of  the  Class  of  2007  are 
having  such  a  rough  time. 

I  went  to  the  source  and  asked 
my  classmates  for  insights.  When  asked 
which  year  was  more  of  a  challenge,  junior 
or  senior,  most  students  would  quickly 
respond  “senior  year.”  Yet  the  laundry 
list  of  reasons  given  for  this  response  by 
most  students,  interestingly  enough,  had 
little  to  do  with  schoolwork. 

So,  if  it  isn’t  the  schoolwork,  what 
is  it  that’s  causing  all  these  complaints? 
We  are  too  young  to  be  experiencing 
mid-life  crises,  so  it  must  be  the  college 
admissions  process  that  is  plaguing  the 
class  of  2007.  Antoinette  LeShore  (I) 
explained  her  philosophy.  “It’s  mentally 
harder,”  said  LeShore,  “...there’s  more 
pressure  on  you  to  get  your  grades  up 
because  you  only  have  two  terms.”  I  do 
not  know  what  classes  other  students  are 
taking,  but  I  find  it  very  hard  to  believe 
that  students  are  having  a  tougher  time 
passing  tests  this  year  than  in  their  junior 
year.  Though  students  admit  that  their 
junioryear  courses  were  generally  more 
difficult,  they  were  only  concerned  with 
the  workload. 

The  college  process,  however, 
cannot  account  for  all  of  senior  stress.  I 
was  surprised,  however,  at  how  far  away 


from  academics  the  answers  ranged.  As 
Nakisha  Evans  (I)  states,  “The  senior 
expenses  are  ridiculous!”  I  just  signed 
a  check  for  S100  for  my  yearbook.  At 
$100  I’m  expecting  a  gold  covered,  3-D 
pop  up  yearbook  that  dispenses  candy; 
otherwise,  I  just  don’t  know  where  this 
money  could  be  going. 

What  is  so  difficult  about  junior 
year?  Eddy  Wong  (I)  claims  to  know  the 
answer:  AP  U.S.  History.  “Everyone  tries 
too  hard  to  get  in,  and  then  realize  it’s  re¬ 
ally,  really  hard.”  Since  passing  U.S.  His¬ 
tory  is  a  graduation  requirement,  most 
students  believe  that  they  may  as  well  get 
AP  credit.  I  myself  took  the  course  last 
year,  and  I  must  say  that  earning  a  C+  was 
no  walk  in  the  park  but  I  consoled  myself 
by  remembering  that  it  was  really  a  B+, 
Most  of  my  time  in  study  doing  work  for 
AP  US,  and  this  course  made  junior  year 
a  real  challenge. 

I  have  heard  many  of  my  classmates 
complaining  about  teachers  not  appreci¬ 
ating  the  seniors’  other  priorities,  but  my 
teachers  have  been  more  than  flexible. 
My  Statistics  teacher  even  moved  a  test 
back  because  a  majority  of  the  class  had 
SAT’s  that  weekend.  I  just  haven’t  expe¬ 
rienced  that  mental  breakdown  that  Mr. 
Giordano  swears  I’ll  encounter  sooner 
or  later.  Some  students  have  more  to 
deal  with  and  some  handle  stress  better. 
I  think  we  are  fortunate  to  have  such 
a  tremendous  guidance  staff  and  the 
Schawbel  Center  completely  dedicated 
to  our  college  search.  Some  take  them 
for  granted,  but  these  resources  really  are 
valuable.  With  all  this  assistance  at  our 
fingertips,  I  don’t  see  how  senior  year  cna 
be  as  challenging  as  people  claim. 

It  all  boils  down  to  one  new  bur 
den:  responsibility.  The  sooner  students 
accept  this,  the  easier  it  will  be  for  them 
to  focus  and  accomplish  everything 
they  need  to  get  done.  So  hang  in  there, 
seniors.  Most  applications  are  due  in, 
two  months  anyway,  and  from  there  it 
should  be  smooth  sailing.  The  payoffs 
will  be  greater  than  all  your  pain  and 
anguish.  And  when  you  want  to  look 
back  on  all  the  memories  you  took  with 
you  from  this  so  called  “miserable”  year, 
just  remember,  you’ve  got  a  3-D  candy 
dispensing  yearbook  coming  to  you 
next  November,  so  that’s  pretty  cool- 
right? 


More  Than  Just  a  Pretty  Fish 


By  Jo  Werba,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


As  the  trade  in  ornamental  fish 
grew  in  the  wake  of  the  economic  boom 
of  the  1950s,  a  group  of  aquarium  hob¬ 
byists  made  an  amazing  discovery  in  the 
Brazilian  Amazon.  While  the  Amazon  is 
home  to  a  huge  variety  of  plant  and  animal 
species,  they  did  not  discover  an  excit¬ 
ing  new  creature,  but  a  vibrant,  healthy 
economic  system  that  should  serve  as  a 
model  for  others. 

The  environment  is  what  sustains  us 
all.  Becoming  wealthy,  being  valedictorian 
or  even  stopping  war  becomes  irrelevant 
when  there  is  no  clean  water  or  air,  when 
there  is  no  food  or  space  in  which  to  live. 
Unfortunately  the  path  we,  as  humans, 
are  taking  is  resulting  in  the  degradation 
of  this  invaluable  resource.  The  end,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  have  to  be  like  this.  We  can 
change  the  future. 

The  Amazon  is  one  of  the  world’s 
most  rapidly-disappearing  rainforests. 
The  destruction  and  degradation  of  the 
Amazon,  home  to  thousands  of  species,  is 
an  environmental  catastrophe.  Brazil  is  a 


third  world  country  that  has  been  plagued 

by  violence  for  decades  and  whose  major 
industries  include  timber  and  cattle.  Both 
of  these  industries  require  the  destruction 
of  the  rainforest,  and  are  unlikely  to  be 
dismantled  because  of  their  significant 
role  in  Brazil’s  economy. 

Deep  in  the  forest  off  the  Rio  Ne¬ 


gro,  the  largest  tributary  of  the  Amazon, 
in  an  area  the  size  of  Pennsylvania,  live 
approximately  40,000  people  who  rely 
on  the  trade  of  ornamental  fish  called 
piaba.  The  Rio  Negro  is  a  hot  spot  for 
these  beautiful  fish  because  of  some  of  its 
unusual  properties.  The  river  is  extremely 
acidic,  and  thus  provides  a  unique  habitat 


that  is  home  to  strange  creatures  that  are 
found  virtually  nowhere  else.  It  also  goes 
through  an  intense  seasonal  cycle.  In  the 
dry  season  there  is  limited  space  and  food, 
so  many  fish  do  not  survive.  The  fish  in 
this  area  lay  eggs  so  that  they  will  hatch 
just  as  the  flooding  begins  and  resources 
are  replenished. 

The  people  who  live  in  the  Rio 
Negro  have  taken  advantage  of  the  river’s 
resources  and  established  a  place  for 
themselves  in  the  lucrative  international 
trade  in  ornamental  fish.  This  trade  has  a 
gross  annual  product  of  about  $600  bil¬ 
lion.  They,  however,  use  nature’s  gifts  in  a 
minimally  invasive  way.  They  fish  for  tet- 
ras  (the  most  common  type  of  ornamental 
fish)  right  after  the  peak  of  the  flooding 
just  as  resources  are  declining.  These  fish 
experience  great  fluctuations  in  popula¬ 
tion  as  the  seasons  change,  a  fact  that 
the  fishermen  use  to  their  advantage.  The 
population  would  be  declining  anyway,  so 
they  capture  fish  instead  of  leaving  them 
to  compete  for  resources.  The  way  the 
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Facing  Citizenship 


Out  with  Charlie 


By  Erica  Moise,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


“Responsible  and  engaged  citizen¬ 
ship.”  The  average  Boston  Latin  School 
student  will  (or  at  the  very  least,  should) 
immediately  recognize  this  phrase  as  a 
part  of  the  school’s  mission  statement. 

“Responsible  and  engaged  citizen¬ 
ship.”  Sure,  why  not?  If  I  can  memorize 


the  entire  first  declension  of  Latin,  then 
being  responsible  and  engaged  should  be 
a  piece  of  cake.  But  what  exactly  does 
that  mean?  In  what  class  can  we  learn 
about  this  prized  and  elusive  quality?  It’s 
not  a  “poetic  device.”  It  doesn’t  refer  to  a 
Latin  construction.  You  can’t  take  it  apart 
with  chemical  analysis.  So  where  can  we 
possibly  find  out  how  to  participate  in 
our  society?  It’s  simple— Facing  History 
and  Ourselves. 

Facing  History  is  a  discussion-based 
class  that  raises  essential  moral  and  ethical 
questions  that  truly  matter  to  our  fives 
and  our  futures.  Right  now  at  BLS,  it  is 
an  elective  with  a  competitive  applica¬ 
tion  process  because  only  five  sections 
are  offered  and  250  students  applied  for 
the  class  last  year.  In  class  this  year,  we 


examined  a  specific  case  in  which  a  boy 
named  David  Cash  witnessed  his  friend 
Jeremy  Strohmeyer  drag  a  young  girl  into 
a  bathroom  stall  before  raping  and  killing 
her.  Though  David  called  Jeremy  his  best 
friend,  he  never  attempted  to  prevent 
the  crime  from  taking  place  and  never 
said  anything  about  what  he  had  seen. 
However,  he  was  never  charged  as  an 
accessory  to  murder  because  he  was  not 


legally  bound  to  alert  the  police  of  this 
crime.  This  notorious  “Case  of  the  Bad 
Samaritan”  led  to  discussions  in  class  that 
forced  every  student  to  ask  themselves 
what  they  would  have  done  if  put  in  David 
Cash’s  position. 

Soon  after  this  discussion  Dan  At- 
tridge  (I)  told  my  class  that  he  had  seen 
a  homeless  man  being  viciously  assaulted 
by  another  man  while  outside  the  library 
Even  worse,  a  large  crowd  of  people  was 
standing  nearby  and  doing  absolutely 
nothing.  After  seeing  this,  he  immediately 
pulled  out  his  cell  phone  to  call  the  police 
and  then  waited  until  they  arrived. 


Facing  Citizenship 

Continued  on page  9 


By  Ashley  Miranda,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Technology  is  frequently  hailed 
as  “progress.”  It  supposedly  makes  our 
fives  easier  and  allows  mundane  tasks  to 
be  completed  more  quickly.  But  lately, 
it  seems  that  the  latest  installments  in 
our  gallery  of  gadgets  have  only  further 
complicated  our  fives.  And  the  growing 
presence  of  “Charlie”  in  many  of  our 
train  stations  is  certainly  making  life 
more  difficult. 

The  monthly  passes  are  nothing 
if  not  trite.  Personally,  I  enjoyed  the 
old  bus  passes  and  the  excitement  of 
guessing  the  color  palate  of  the  coming 
month’s  pass.  Well,  that  anticipation  is 
no  more,  for  now  Charlie  has  the  same 
face  month  after  month,  all  year  round. 
The  tacky  cartoon  on  the  card  depicts 
people  riding  the  trolley  with  smiles 
on  their  faces,  when,  in  reality,  the  last 
thing  this  “Charlie  System”  brings  to  the 
faces  of  public  transportation  riders  is 
a  smile. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  Charlie  system, 
sleepy  students  and  irritable  workers 
trudged  through  train  stations  only  to 
find  enormous  white  sheets  covering  bits 
and  pieces  of  boxed  metal.  Handwritten 
signs  offered  instructions  on  how  to  ma¬ 
neuver  onto  the  train  or  onto  the  buses. 
The  labyrinth  of  sheets  and  cardboard 
soon  gave  way  to  a  labyrinth  of  shiny 
metal  that  would  elicit  an  incomparable 
confusion  in  our  already  stressful  fives. 

Now  it  seems  that  the  Charlie  sys¬ 
tem  is  a  permanent  fixture  in  our  daily 
routine.  The  ticket  is  now  essential. 
When  you  wish  to  board  a  train,  you 
must  complete  all  stages  of  the  “Charlie” 
process.  The  first  step  involves  battling 
with  a  touch-pad  screen  and  crumpled 
dollar  bills  in  hope  that  the  machine  will 
spit  out  a  Charlie  ticket.  And  if  you  do 
not  carry  small  bills,  you  will  be  faced, 
as  I  have  been  one  too  many  times,  with 
a  neverending  torrent  of  quarters  and 
gold  dollar  coins.  Once  you  receive  your 
ticket  you  must  approach  the  transpar¬ 


ent  doors,  which,  almost  mockingly,  tend 
to  open  and  close  at  all  the  wrong  mo¬ 
ments.  Most  people  are  a  little  hesitant 
about  inserting  their  tickets  into  the  ma¬ 
chine,  fearing  that  they  will  never  see  it 
again  and  that  their  Si. 25  and  15  minutes 
spent  struggling  with  the  machine  will 
have  been  wasted.  But  after  about  15  sec¬ 
onds,  your  card  will  be  sure  to  reappear 
at  some  other  end  of  the  contraption. 
Yes,  it’s  a  system  far  from  being  simple, 
convenient  or  comprehensible. 

But  possibly  more  irritating  and 
inconvenient  than  the  train  system  is 
the  bus  system.  Waiting  for  buses  is 
possibly  the  most  boring  and  agitating 
experience  of  the  day,  especially  in  bad 
weather  conditions  or  when  there  is  a 
time  crunch.  Now,  with  the  new  system, 
we  are  left  crowding  around  the  front 
door  of  the  bus,  pushing  and  shoving,  as 
we  try  to  escape  cold  or  rainy  weather, 
cursing  the  person  in  the  front  of  the 
fine  who  seems  to  be  building  a  new  ma¬ 
chine  instead  of  using  one.  These  daily 
delays  are  by  no  means  the  fault  of  the 
passengers,  however;  the  new  machines 
take  far  too  long  to  return  each  of  their 
cards.  I  remind  you  not  to  fight  the  line 
of  people  before  you,  but  rather  to  fight 
the  system. 

The  hassle  involved  with  this  lat¬ 
est  transportation  arrangement  is  all  an 
unnecessary  burden  on  the  public.  The 
only  positive  change  that  the  Charlie 
system  offers  is  the  improved  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  once,  and  arguably  still,  run 
down  train  stations  of  Boston,  such  as 
Andrew,  Ruggles,  Forest  Hills  and  Ash- 
mont.  But  if  alterations  in  appearance 
were  the  case,  the  old  transportation 
machinery  should  have  been  remod¬ 
eled.  All  in  all,  the  “Charlie  System”  is 
a  waste  of  time  and  money.  Technology 
is  supposed  to  create  advancements  in 
society  to  help  mankind  move  forward 
in  more  rapid  paces.  Well,  I’m  assuming 
that  “Charlie”  did  not  get  the  memo, 
because  thanks  to  his  new  system,  we 
are  all  going  to  miss  the  trains  and  the 
buses  to  the  future. 


Torture:  Made  in  USA 

Continued from  page  6 

causes  severe  psychological  strain,  will 
lead  to  the  willingness  of  the  victim  to  do 
anything  to  please  his  interrogators. 

Consequently,  false  or  made-up  in¬ 
telligence  is  often  provided.  One  famous 
case  is  the  interrogation  and  torture  of  Ibn 
al-Shaykh  al-Libi.  Although  he  may  have 
partly  been  inspired  by  his  desire  to  mislead 
US  officials,  he  evasively  claimed  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  Saddam  Hussein  and  Osama 
bin  Laden;  this  was  widely  cited  in  2003  by 
the  Bush  administration  as  ample  justifica¬ 
tion  for  the  invasion  of  Iraq.  Al-Libi  later 
recanted  his  confession,  but  the  damage 
had  already  been  done.  Now,  because  of 
this  war,  resources  that  could  have  been 
used  for  gathering  intelligence  is  instead 
being  wasted  in  a  seemingly  endless  war. 

Even  though  the  most  recent  bill 
prohibited  the  Bush  administration  from 
reinterpreting  the  Geneva  Conventions,  it 
allocates  too  much  power  to  the  president 
to  judge  which  interrogation  techniques  are 
“appropriate.”  The  Geneva  Conventions 
is  a  treaty  that  the  countries  of  the  world 
signed  as  a  mutual,  nonbinding  agreement. 
It  is  to  ensure  that  humane  treatment  is 
guaranteed  for  all  POWs  since  they  are 
very  vulnerable  to  maltreatment  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  If  the  United  States 
starts  to  reinterpret  it  to  allow  itself  to 
employ  torture,  other  countries  may  feel 
entitled  to  do  the, same.  If  this. happens, 
the  Geneva  Conventions  would  collapse. 


US  armed  forces  and 
even  civilians  could 
be  tortured  with  the 
utmost  depravity 
because  the  Geneva 
Conventions  would 
not  be  there  to  protect 
them.  One  important 
rule  of  diplomacy  is 
that  everybody  plays 
by  the  rules.  The  US 
is  setting  up  a  double 
standard;  we  expect 
everybody  else  to  play 
by  the  one  set  of  rules  ’ 
while  we  use  our  own 
rule  book.  The  rest  of 
the  world,  of  course, 
will  not  settle  for  this 
system  and  will  ulti¬ 
mately  disregard  the 
Geneva  Conventions 
and  the  UN  Conven¬ 
tion  Against  Torture  if 
this  system  continues. 

The  overwhelming  su¬ 
premacy  of  the  US  will 
not  last  forever.  When 
the  world  reacts,  the 
president  will  be  in  for  a  rude  awakening. 

With  the  sweep  of  the  House  and 
the  Senate  by  the  Democrats  in  mid-term 
elections,  Bush  finally  has  a  solid  opposi¬ 
tion  against  his  de  facto  autocracy.  The 
public  has  voiced  its  displeasure  with  Bush’s 
policies-  and  gaffes  thac  have'  darhagfed  the 


USE  OF  DOGS  TO  INTIMIDATE  DETAINEES  AT 

US’s  international  image.  Now,  the  Demo¬ 
crats  need  to  fix  this  problem  before  false 
intelligence  permanently  cripples  us  and 
we  lose  the  respect  of  the  international 
community. 

Torture  is  a  brutal  method  of  last 
desperation.  Any  government  practic- 
'  ing-  it 'exposes  its-' inherent  disregard  for 


GUANTANAMO  BAY. 

humanity  and  its  inability  to  utilize  more 
effective  methods.  Proponents  of  torture 
simply  do  not  comprehend  its  immorality, 
and  certainly  have  no  grasp  of  torture’s  de¬ 
bilitating  impact  on  the  psyche.  Therefore, 
the  United  States,  as  an  international  role 
model  and  beacon  of  liberty  must  cease  its 
practice  of  torture.  Ji.’ss.v/t 
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Will  Barack  Obama  Run  for  President? 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Once  in  every  generation,  there 
is  a  politician  who  comes  along,  and  in 
a  wave  of  spectacular  events,  twists  and 
turns,  takes  this  nation  by  storm.  Since 
the  1968  assassination  of  Robert  Kennedy, 
this  country  has  been  missing  that  one 
person  who  has  what  experts  call  the  “it” 
factor.  Franklin  Roosevelt  had  it,  John 
F.  Kennedy  had  it:  that  special  ability  to 
bring  the  American  people  to  their  feet 
with  the  promise  of  better  things  to  come. 
It  requires  a  precise  mix  of  charisma,  wit, 
smarts  and  presence.  A  person  with  all 
these  traits  may  run  for  and,  if  the  stars 
align,  win  the  most  visible  job  on  the 
face  of  the  planet:  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  Barack  Obama 
has  held  a  seat  in  the  U.S.  Senate  for  only 
two  years,  and  yet  his  call  for  a  new  world 
of  politics — a  world  that  doesn’t  include 
corruption,  lies  and  hate — has  awakened 
a  feeling  of  hope  in  many  citizens:  hope 
that  Obama  is  working  to  bring  to  fruition 
in  the  near  future. 

Obama,  who  burst  onto  the  na¬ 
tional  scene  at  the  2004  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  Boston,  has 
gained  a  strong  political  following  with 
his  straight-forward  language  and  fasci¬ 
nating  stage  presence.  TIME  columnist 
Joe  Klein  describes  Obama’s  speaking 
style  as  “quietly  conversational”  and  “low 
in  rhetoric-saturated  fat.” 

Obama  is  of  mixed  racial  heritage; 
his  white  mother  was  raised  in  Kansas, 


while  his  father  grew  up  in  Kenya.  He  is 
currently  the  only  African-American  U.S. 
Senator.  If  Obama  does  indeed  run  for  the 
presidency,  as  many  speculate,  he  would 
be  the  first  contending  black  candidate 
since  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  in  1988. 

The  tentative  Obama  has  not 
guaranteed  that  he  will  be  listed  on  the 
2008  presidential  ballot.  Instead,  he  in¬ 
sists  on  staying  focused 
on  the  smooth  transi¬ 
tion  of  Democrats  into 
leading  roles  in  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House. 

Even  though  nothing  has 
been  promised,  many  are 
eagerly  debating  the  pros 
and  cons  of  an  Obama 
campaign  for  the  White 
House. 

Obama,  should  he 
choose  to  run,  would 
have  to  sludge  through 
the  toughest  projected 
Democratic  primary  in 
years,  potentially  includ¬ 
ing  the  likes  of  Hilary 
Rodham  Clinton,  A1  Gore 
and  John  Edwards,  all  of 
whom  have  equal  or  larger 
financial  and  organizational  resources. 
A  loss  in  the  primary  election  would  be 
crippling  for  the  most  promising  politi¬ 
cal  career  to  have  surfaced  in  the  past  35 
years.  A  menacing  Republican  candidate 
would  face  the  winner  of  the  primaries. 
New  York  Times  writer  Bob  Herbert,  who 
participated  in  a  recent  public  forum  with 


Obama  in  Boston,  put  it  best  when  he  said 
“The  Republicans  may  be  in  deep  trouble, 
but  they  believe  they  could  pretty  easily 
put  together  a  ticket  that  would  chew  up 
Barack  Obama  in  2008.” 

Yet,  while  many  critics  pinpoint 
Obama’s  “lack  of  experience,”  President 
Bush’s  political  credentials  included  five 
meager  years  as  Governor  ofTexas.  Many 


BARACK  OBAMA  AND  COLUMNIST  BOB  HERBERT  AT  THE  JFK  LIBRARY. 

could  argue  that  Obama’s  experiences  may 
have  prepared  him  better  for  a  run  at  the 
Oval  Office.  In  politics,  timing  is  every¬ 
thing,  and  the  timing  could  not  be  riper 
for  a  campaign  than  it  is  now.  The  divide 
between  Democrats  and  Republicans  has 
never  been  wider,  and  the  one  man  who 
has  the  skill  to  bridge  that  threatening 
gap  is  Obama.  Since  his  2005  election  to 


the  Senate,  Obama  has  worked  on  passing 
successful  bills  with  a  number  of  staunch 
Republicans,  including  Senator  Tom 
Coburn  (Oklahoma),  and  Senator  John 
McCain  (Arizona)  that  involve  increasing 
college. scholarships  for  needy  students 
nationwide  and  enforcing  harsher  guide¬ 
lines  on  jobs  that  have  been  previouslv 
occupied  by  illegal  immigrants.  Obama 
has  also  traveled  to  Russia,  the 
Ukraine  and  Azerbaijan  with 
Republican  Senator  Richard 
Lugar  (Indiana),  a  trip  focused 
on  examining  methods  of 
controlling  the  world’s  suppiv 
of  conventional  and  biologi¬ 
cal  weapons.  Overall,  Obama 
recognizes  the  importance  of 
reconciliation  between  the 
two  parties  so  that  they  can 
work  together  to  create  a 
more  effective  and  beneficial 
government. 

This  country  is  at  a 
crossroads.  As  Obama  himself 
said,  “I’m  not  sure  anybody  is 
ready  to  be  president  before 
they’re  president.”  For  once, 
Obama  has  to  realize  that  the 
opportunity  he  has  right  now 
is  one  that  he  might  never  have  again  and 
that  this  country  is  calling  out  for  a  new 
brand  of  politics  with  a  new  politician  to 
fit  that  brand.  That  politician,  I  am  con¬ 
fident  to  say,  is  Barack  Obama,  because 
he  is  unique  and  he  would  make  an  ideal 
president  to  lead  this  country  well  into 
the  21st  century. 


More  Than  Just  a  Pretty  Fish 
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fish  are  caught  is  not  only  environmentally 
sustainable  but  also  relatively  harmless. 
They  use  canoes  made  out  of  wood,  not 
motor  boats  that  would  harm  the  water 
and  everything  living  it.  Since  the  people 
in  this  area  recognize  their  dependence 
on  the  fishery,  they  are  extremely  protec¬ 
tive  of  their  portion  of  the  forest  and  do 
not  allow  large  companies  to  exploit  this 
precious  resource. 

Project  Piaba  is  helping  to  pro¬ 
mote  this  trade  of  fish  because  it  is  not 
only  an  economically  sustainable  system 
but  also  an  environmentally  sustainable 
system.  Unfortunately,  this  balance  is 
threatened  by  a  variety  of  problems.  One 
such  problem  is  that  many  people  believe 
that  buying  farmed  fish  is  better  for  the 
environment.  While  this  is  indeed  true  in 

Standardized  Success 
continued  from  page  6 

good  luck  next  year  (or  go  sell  meat  buns 
from  a  cart  downtown)! 

To  me,  this  sounds  like  a  great  system. 
Why?  Because  your  school  grades  do  not 
count.  Imagine  if  you  had  a  subject  you 
despised — say,  French.  Would  you  want  that 
D  to  bring  down  your  GPA,  the  way  it  does 
here,  or  would  you  rather  it  did  not  count  at 
all?  Cut  those  classes,  get  those  F’s  and  still 


some  cases,  Project  Piaba  is  a  clear  coun¬ 
terexample.  Were  this  system  to  fall  apart, 
the  people  of  the  area  would  have  to  turn 
to  other  means  to  support  themselves  and 
their  families.  It  is  likely  that  these  new 
means  of  generating  income  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  destructive  to  the  forest.  A  second 
problem  is  the  type  of  water  in  which 
these  fish  thrive.  They  are  adapted  to  the 
extremely  acidic  waters  of  the  Rio  Negro, 
though  if  they  are  introduced  slowly  they 
will  adapt  to  normal  aquarium  water.  Big 
companies  do  not  want  to  deal  with  that 
process  when  they  can  buy  farmed  fish 
from  Florida. 

Laws  regulating  international  trade 
of  organisms  also  makes  it  difficult  for  the 
poorer  Brazil  to  check  the  fish  for  disease 
or  meet  other  criteria  that  are  required  if 
they  want  to  export  the  fish. 

The  people  of  project  Piaba  hopethat 
spreading  the  word  to  the  public  will  make 

go  to  college!  Who  here  isn’t  seriously  con¬ 
sidering  moving  there  now?  It  is  also  proof 
that  even  Communists  who  idealize  total 
equality  refuse  to  give  up  testing  to  separate 
the  skilled  from  the  unskilled.  Perhaps  they 
understand  the  fact  that  doctors,  lawyers 
and  politicians  who  cannot  read  and  have 
trouble  adding  three  and  four  cannot 
contribute  to  their  respective  professions. 
If  we  all  embraced  standardized  tests,  we 
could  live  in  a  happy  utopia  of  flowers  and 
soft  cuddly  forest  animals  (along  with  large 


people  more  conscious  of  the  choices 
they  make  when  choosing  pets.  They 
are  also  pressuring  pet  stores  to  support 
this  region  of  the  Amazon  as  a  means  of 
repairing  images  tarnished  by  inhumane 
animal  trade  practices.  With  such  pres¬ 
sure,  improvement  in  holding  facilities 
for  fish  and  the  methods  by  which  they 
are  introduced  to  new  water  may  be  in 
the  forseeable  future. 

Project  Piaba  serves  as  a  model  for 
environmentally  sustainable  economic 
projects.  It  offers  a  real  sustainable  solu¬ 
tion  in  a  world  where  options  are  quickly 
becoming  more  limited  because  of  human 
neglect.  It  is  important  that  we  as  consum¬ 
ers  are  aware  of  everyday  purchases  and 
how  products  come  to  be  in  our  stores. 
The  ornamental  fish  trade  is  only  one  of 
many  that  could  be  conducted  in  an  envi¬ 
ronmentally  and  economically  sustainable 
manner. 

amounts  of  #2  pencils). 

Let  us  not  abolish  standardized  test¬ 
ing.  Let  us  embrace  it.  Let  us  try  to  work 
out  our  differences!  There  are  really  only  a 
few  things  wrong  with  tests  like  the  SAT. 
For  example,  why  are  they  always  at  ungodly 
hours?  Why?!  For  each  SAT  you  take,  you 
give  up  those  precious  hours  on  a  Saturday 
morning  when  you  could  be  sleeping  until 
two  in  the  afternoon  (or  watching  Poke- 
mon — whatever  floats  your  boat).  Also, 
what  is  it  with  #2  pencils?  Every  single  time 


We  shouldn’t  lose  this  beautiful  plan¬ 
et  because  we  are  too  lazy  and  don’t  want 
to  fight  for  it.  Coral  reefs  and  rainforests, 
perhaps  the  two  most  biodiverse  biomes, 
can  come  back.  There  are  ways  to  support 
people  and  the  environment,  which  is  why 
a  group  like  Project  Piaba  deserves  to  be 
highlighted  and  commended. 

Want  to  do  something  to  help?  Make 
the  environment  a  priority  when  choosing 
which  candidate  to  vote  for.  There  are  also 
many  clubs  at  Boston  Latin  School  that 
are  working  for  a  better  environment  such 
as  S.E.A.L.  or  Roots  and  Shoots.  Don’t 
have  any  time  to  join  another  club?  Use 
the  recycling  bin  in  classrooms  and  in  the 
cafeteria,  use  scrap  paper  and  recycled 
paper,  turn  off  lights  and  electronics  in  a 
room  that  you’re  not  using  and  take  the 
MBTA,  which  I  know  you  do,  so  keep  it 
up  even  if  you  can  drive!  Love  the  environ¬ 
ment;  it’s  the  only  one  we  have. 

I  take  tests,  I’m  stuck  searching  my  whole 
house  the  night  before  for  a  pencil  with  a 
number  two  marked  on  it.  These  flimsy 
writing  utensils  usually  fail  on  me  anyway 
by  snapping  in  half  or  growing  dull  after  the 
second  question. 

There  are  definitely  problems  with 
our  standardized  testing  system.  The  posi¬ 
tives,  however,  far  outweigh  the  negatives, 
and  for  that,  I  can  live  with  them  and  you 
should,  too.  On  a  final  note,  are  HB  pencils 
the  same  as  #2? 


Facing  Citizenship 
Continued  from  page  8 

Every  student  should  follow  Dan’s  ex¬ 
ample.  Maybe  Dan  deserves  some  award 
of  some  kind  or  even  a  shout-out  on 
BLS-TV,  but  the  recognition  is  not  what 
drove  him  to  call  the  police  in  this  situ¬ 
ation.  He  said,  “If  it  wasn’t  for  this  class, 
I  probably  wouldn’t  have  done  what  I 
did.”  He  didn’t  want  to  be  another  David 
Cash.  Dan  as  a  result  of  taking  Facing 
History  exercised  the  “responsible  and 
engaged  citizenship”  that’s  expected  of 
every  BLS  student. 


So  why  aren’t  there  more  sections 
available?  Ms.  Freeman  currently  teaches 
all  five  sections  of  the  course  alone.  By 
law,  she  is  only  allowed  to  have  155  stu¬ 
dents  in  five  classes.  Since  there  is  not 
enough  room  for  all  the  students  that 
apply,  the  remainder  must  either  reapply 
next  year  or  just  hear  about  the  class  from 
their  friends.  Ms.  Freeman  says,  “It’s  clear 
that  there’s  tremendous  demand  and  in¬ 
terest  in  Facing  History  at  Latin  School. 
It’s  unfortunate  that  there  are  not  enough 
spaces  for  all  the  students  who  would  like 
to  take  this  class.” 

To  me,  it  is  evident  that  there 


needs  to  be  at  least  one  more  teacher 
teaching  this  course  because  the  demand 
overwhelmingly  outpaces  the  supply.  The 
vision  is  that  space  would  be  available 
to  the  point  where  some  Facing  History 
classes  would  boast  a  couple  of  empty 
seats.  One  concrete  solution  would  be 
to  have  anyone  who  would  want  to  teach 
this  course  intern  with  Ms.  Freeman.  By 
doing  this,  they  can  fully  understand  the 
nature  of  the  material  and  effectively 
handle  sensitive  subjects  that  touch  mor 
al  differences  (i.e.  the  Holocaust,  racial 
and  gender  discrimination).  However, 
this  solution  wouldn’t  be  able  to  be  put 


into  effect  anytime  soon  because  of  dif¬ 
ficulties  concerning  time  and  money. 

I  never  liked  the  thought  of  requir 
ing  students  to  take  any  class  that’s  not 
part  of  the  core  curriculum,  but  Facing 
History  is  more  than  just  a  study  on 
genocide  and  discrimination.  It’s  a  year¬ 
long  look  at  how  we  conduct  ourselves 
as  citizens  in  our  society.  When  we  walk 
across  the  stage  at  graduation,  everyone 
should  have  had  the  chance  to  take  this 
important  course  and  learn  about  many 
things  that  other  teenagers  do  not  even 
think  about.  In  Dan’s  case  at  least,  this 
class  has  made  a  real  difference. 
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Roy  ale  Flush:  Craig  Brings  Down  the  House 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Without  a  doubt,  James  Bond  is  back 
with  a  vengeance  in  the  latest  installment 
of  the  series,  Casino  Royale.  Actually,  this 
edition  serves  as  the  prequel,  and  we  first 
come  upon  Bond  as  he  earns  his  famed 
double-o  status.  His  character  has  not 
yet  been  formed  into  the  smooth  talking, 
fluid  motif  that  has  come  to  represent 
everyone’s  favorite  British  spy  He  is  rough 
around  the  edges,  emotional,  sloppy  and, 
as  Judi  Dench  puts  it  as  ‘M’,  “a  blunt  in¬ 
strument”. 

Maybe  throwing  the  cliches  to  the 
wind  was  what  the  franchise  needed  to 
revitalize  itself.  Most  of  the  futuristic 
gadgets  have  been  cast  aside.  Bond  has 
been  left  with  a  nice  car,  a  defibrillator, 
and  most  importantly,  a  gun.  Sorry,  no 
more  invisible  rides  or  laser  watches.  Bond 
must  rely  on  his  desperate  force  of  will  to 
get  out  of  trouble. 

And  what  a  hero  he  is.  A  very  stern 
and  blond  Daniel  Craig  replaces  Pierce 
Brosnan  in  the  trademark  tuxedo.  Craig  is  a 
deep,  dark,  brooding  Bond,  whose  infancy 
in  the  business  of  murder  is  only  second  to 


his  conscienceless  assassination  of  those 
who  stand  in  his  way  The  fight  scenes  are 
not  smooth  and  coordinated  dances;  rather 
they  are  vicious  matches  where  our  hero 
almost  never  comes  out  unscathed.  Cuts, 
wounds,  grime,  and  blood  are  drawn  to  his 


clean  tux.  In  a  very  personal  moment  we 
watch  as  he  bandages  himself  after  a  fight, 
followed,  of  course,  by  a  glass  of  scotch. 
In  the  very  beginning,  Craig  flexes 


his  action  muscle  on  a  rabid  chase  through 
a  Madagascar  construction  site.  While  his 
prey  slips  acrobatically  though  crevices  and 
up  wires,  Bond  simply  smashes  a  truck 
through  anything  that  stands  in  his  way. 
"You'd  be  hard  pressed  to  find  an  abundance 

of  those  suave 
moments  when 
he  is  totally  in 
control.  When 
asked  by  bar¬ 
tender  whether 
he  likes  his  mar 
tini  shaken  or 
stirred  he  quickly 
responds,  “Does 
it  look  like  I  give 
a  damn!?” 

A  young 
James  Bond  in¬ 
advertently  forc¬ 
es  a  banker  for 
terrorists  named 
Le  Chiffre  (“the 
figure”),  played 
creepily  by  Mads  Mikkelsen,  to  lose  all 
his  clients’  money,  and  in  order  to  get  back 
the  cash  he  holds  a  poker  tournament. 
Bond  is  sent  to  beat  him  at  his  own  game, 


and  force  him  to  defect  to  the  British  in 
order  to  save  his  life.  Along  the  way  Bond 
is  placed  with  the  beautiful  Vesper  Lynd, 
played  wonderfully  by  Eva  Green,  who  is 
being  hailed  as  the  first  Bond  woman;  her 
maturity  and  self  sufficiency  often  seem  to 
make  her  Bond’s  adversary,  not  his  bimbo. 
September  n  is  mentioned  with  a  hint  of 
conspiracy:  Vesper  reminds  Bond  if  he 
loses  to  Le  Chiffre  the  government  will 
have  directly  funded  terrorism. 

The  story  is  straight  forward,  but 
what  gives  this  film  its  personality  is  the 
outstanding  filmmaking.  At  points  the 
handheld  camera  work  winds  its  way 
through  gunfights  and  the  aftermath. 
Often  the  editing  is  staccato,  moving  at 
a  breakneck  pace  through  the  action  and 
pausing  for  tense  gambling  moments  (there 
are  quite  a  few)  and  even  more  instances 
of  romance. 

The  plot’s  realism  touches  on  issues 
we  deal  with  today  and  adds  a  note  of  im¬ 
mediacy.  There  is  such  depth  to  Craig’s 
character,  and  such  spectacle  in  the  film- 
making  that  I  would  recommend  this  be 
number  one  on  everyone’s  list  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  movies.  It  is  a  refreshing  revision, 
and  a  thrilling  action  flick. 


Federal  Fashion  Dept. 


By  Cat  Coyne,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Flash  back  to  the  first  day  of  sixie 
year:  September  2001!  A  slightly  awkward 
boy  emerges  from  a  charter  bus.  He  is 
wearing  a  freshly  laundered  camp  sweat¬ 
shirt,  some  dusty  Wranglers,  chunky  New 
Balance  sneakers  and 
has  an  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  large  grey  backr 
pack  in  tow.  Now 
flash  forward  to  Sep¬ 
tember  2006,  the 
first  day  of  senior 
year.  The  same  boy 
emerges,  taller  and 
slightly  less  awkward 
but  wearing  the  same 
ensemble.  Although 
the  jeans  have  been 
somewhat  updated, 
everything  is  iden¬ 
tical  to  what  he 
wore  when  he  first 
walked  the  hallowed 
halls,  even  down  to 
the  faded  Kabeyun 


BASKIN  IN  THE  FASHION 


corduroys.  A  pair  of  Diesels  caught  our 
eye.  They  were  a  dark  wash,  somewhat 
different  than  Baskin’s  regulars.  Yet  after 
he  tried  them  on,  we  saw  that  the  fading 
was  obviously  in  all  the  wrong  places.  They 
made  Baskin  look  a  little  too  Euro-trash 
instead  of  Euro-class.  Finally,  while  slaving 
away  in  The  Closet,  I  came  upon  a  trusty 
pair  of  J.  Crew  cords. 
They  were  perfect, 
slim  fitting,  resting 
comfortably  on  the 
hips  and  at  the  perfect 
price  as  well:  $20. 

We  crossed  the 
street  and  headed 
over  to  H&M,  hoping 
to  find  some  v-necks 
and  a  sweater.  The 
selection  at  H&M 
can  be  overwhelming 
at  times.  That’s  why 
it  is  helpful  to  have 
a  goal  in  mind.  Ours 
was  a  bold  sweater 
with  a  v-neck  for  a 
slightly  more  profes¬ 
sional  look.  With  our 


sweatshirt.  This  boy  is  Michael  Baskin, 
class  president,  fashion  victim. 

Let’s  face  it:  he  needed  an  update. 
We  set  out  on  a  brisk  November  morning 
to  Newbury  Street  where  we  began  the 
transformation  of  Michael  Baskin.  The 
vision  that  I  had  in  mind  was  youthful 
and  understated,  yet  also  presidential.  We 
sought  some  v-necks  and  some  new  pants 
which  did  not  look  as  if  they  had  been 
bought  at  aJ.C.  Penney  one-day-sale  circa 
’99.  With  a  crisp  $100  bill  in  his  pocket, 
Baskin  was  livelier  than  ever. 

Our  first  stop  was  Urban  Outfitters; 
although  too  bourgeois  for  Buckingham, 
Browne  &  Nichols  kids,  it  was  a  good 
place  for  us  to  start.  After  only  a  few  min¬ 
utes,  Michael  and  I  spotted  some  brown 
corduroys,  just  what  we  were  looking  for. 
The  price:  $49.  We  could  do  better.  Thus, 
after  a  quick  browsing  of  the  rather  under 
stocked  sale  rack  and  the  norso-quirky 
T-shirt  table,  we  hit  the  road. 

Our  next  stop  was  The  Closet.  Mid¬ 
way  down  Newbury  Street,  The  Closet 
offers  a  first-rate  selection  of  secondhand 
designer  clothes.  We  tore  through  the 
racks,  pulling  out  numerous  jeans  and 


goal  in  mind,  we  easily  sorted  through  that 
chaotic  Swedish  department  store.  I  im¬ 
mediately  spotted  two  bold  sweaters,  one 
green  and  the  other  purple.  The  purple  on 
Michael  looked  like  a  failed  attempt  to 
win  Ms.  Kelley’s  approval,  but  the  green 
bulked  up  Baskin  and  added  an  extra  hint 
of  “fabulous.”  Michael  then  spotted  a  re¬ 
markable  pair  of  striped  pants.  They  were 
a  dark  shade  of  olive  with  black  accents.  I 
was  not  convinced,  but  he  tried  them  on 
and  the  pants  radiated  “Michael  Baskin.” 
Incredible,  and  definitely  a  step  up  from 
the  Wranglers. 

Last  stop:  American  Apparel.  For 
most,  American  Apparel  can  be  quite 
intimidating.  Neon  leotards,  metallic 
bandeau  tops  and  day-glow  underwear 
adorn  the  walls  as  a  surefire  way  to  ensure 
that  only  the  fashion  savvy  dare  to  enter. 
I  took  Michael  there  because  beyond  the 
innumerable  racks  of  tube  socks,  Ameri¬ 
can  Apparel  is  an  excellent  choice  for 
staple  items.  All  of  its  products  are  made 
in  America,  hence  the  name,  so  you 

Man  of  Class 
Continued  on  page  14 


Westie  Meets  East 


By  Diana  Kelly,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


I  am  kind  of  a  Wendy’s/McDonalds, 
“Number  One  with  fries”  on-a-big-fluo- 
rescently-lit-menu  type  of  girl,  so  I  must 
admit  that  the  prospect  of  reviewing  a 
Himalayan  Bistro  was  mildly  frightening. 
I  was  worried  that  I  would  be  sampling 
some  sort  of  curried  yeti,  but,  thankfully, 
it  was  nothing  of  the  sort. 

The  Himalayan  Bistro  is  a  small 
restaurant  on 
Centre  Street 
in  West  Rox- 
bury.  Getting 
there  is  pretty 
simple.  If  you 
are  going  by  T, 
take  any  train 
or  bus  to  For 
est  Hills,  and 
then  a  bus 
toward  Cen¬ 
tre  Street, 
and  get  off  at 
the  stop  near 
Lords  and  La¬ 
dies. 

Regard¬ 
less  of  wheth¬ 
er  you  travel  by  train  or  sherpa  troupe,  the 
second  that  you  walk  into  the  Himalayan 
Bistro,  you  feel  a  soothing  vibe.  At  the 
door  you  are  greeted  by  smiling  waiters 
and  a  small  golden  statue  lit  by  a  votive 
candle.  There  is  an  almost  overwhelming 
sense  of  richness  and  warmth  which  is  ac¬ 
centuated  by  dimmed  fights  and  authentic 
Nepalese  music.  You  truly  feel  like  royalty 
sitting  in  the  restaurant’s  comfortable 
dark-stained  wooden  booths,  surrounded 
by  warmly  painted  walls  and  colorful  Bud¬ 
dhist  art. 

If  you  are  uncultured  like  me,  many 
of  the  dishes  on  the  menu  will  be  things 
you  have  never  seen  before,  but  luckily, 
the  waiters  are  more  than  happy  to  an¬ 
swer  your  questions.  Nepalese  cuisine  is 
a  glorious  mixture  of  Chinese  and  Indian 
recipes.  Foods  range  in  hotness  and  at 
each  table  there  are  several  types  of  sauces 
that  you  can  use  to  flavor  your  dishes. 

First  timers  might  want  to  try  the 
Himalayan  Special  Platter.  This  bad  boy 
includes  all  sorts  of  tasty  and  distinctive 


Nepalese  foods  including  meat  samosas, 
vegetable  samosas,  and  a  bevy  of  fried 
pakoras  with  various  contents,  including 
potato-pea  patty  chicken,  cheese,  and 
shrimp.  If  you  are  more  of  a  soup-for 
starters  kind  of  person,  the  Coconut  Soup 
is  gorgeous  on  a  cold  night. 

For  entrees  try  the  Chicken  Korma 
or  the  Lamb  Kebab.  Most  entrees  come 
with  a  bowl  of  wild  Indian  rice.  The 
Chicken  Korma  features  tender  pieces  of 
chicken  breast  in  a  smooth  sauce,  placed 


over  a  small  candle  which  handily  keeps 
the  dish  warm.  The  Lamb  Kebab  comes 
sizzling  and  tender.  Entrees  average  about 
ten  bucks  a  pop,  but  portions  are  decent 
and  much  tastier  than  your  run  of  the  mill, 
floppy  diskresque  (c  1980)  burger. 

For  desert,  my  suggestion  is  the 
Mango  Lossi,  a  sweet  yogurt  drink.  The 
waiter  may  offer  this  as  your  main  bever 
age,  but  I  found  it  too  sweet  to  accompany 
the  spices  of  the  meal. 

The  Himalayan  Bistro’s  wait  staff 
is  friendly,  attentive,  and  helpful.  They 
are  happy  to  answer  any  questions  you 
may  have  and  are  always  quick  to  refill  an 
empty  water  glass.  The  Himalayan  Bistro 
is  a  truly  unique  restaurant  and  the  first 
restaurant  to  serve  purely  Nepalese  food 
in  Massachusetts.  And  now  you  will  not 
have  to  schlep  up  a  mountain  to  experi¬ 
ence  it. 

The  Himalayan  Bistro  is  located  at 
1735  Centre  Street,  West  Roxbury  and  is 
open  daily  from  11  AM  to  11  PM.  Takeout 
orders  can  also  be  placed. 
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High  Fashion  Is  High  Art,  or  So  It  Seams 


By  Katie  Harrison,  I 

Forum  Editor 


Remember  when  jeans  were  just 
jeans?  Yeah,  me  neither,  but  I  remember 
when  I  thought  they  were.  Now,  thanks 
to  the  MFA,  I  know  better — which  is  not 
to  imply  that  I  saw  anything  as  humble 
as  a  pair  of  jeans  at  this  show,  because  I 
certainly  did  not.  Jeans  have  no  place  in 
this  display  of  sheer  decadence  from 
ten  Paris  fashion  houses,  including 
such  famous  names  as  Dior,  Chanel, 
Lacroix,  Valentino  and  Rochas. 

First  of  all  let  me  say  that  looking 
at  these  clothes  was  an  overwhelming 
experience.  They  are  meant  to  shock, 
and  they  do.  It  occurred  to  me  several 
times  that  my  house  probably  costs  as 
much  as  one  of  these  dresses. 

“Yes,  that’s  very  good,”  you 
might  say,  “but  is  it  really  art?”  I  don’t 
know,  but  honestly,  if  you  don’t  mind 
my  saying  so,  you  are  asking  the  wrong 
question.  What  you  should  be  asking 
is,  “Is  it  really  clothing?”  Because  I’m 
not  so  sure.  In  theory,  all  of  these  gar¬ 
ments  have  been  draped  over  rail-thin 
models  and  paraded  up  and  down  the 
runways  of  Paris,  but  I  have  some  seri¬ 
ous  doubts  as  to  whether  these  clothes 
could  have  been  worn  by  actual  human 
beings,  no  matter  how  skeletal. 

Hussein  Chalayan,  a  British  de¬ 
signer  born  in  Turkey,  created  a  luxurious 
collection  in  velvet  and  burned-out  silk, 
with  the  following  priceless  caption:  “The 
show  presentation  was  a  journey,  starting 
with  a  car  seat  that  merged  with  elements 
of  interiors  as  the  collections  unfolded.” 
To  clarify,  yes,  the  man  is  in  fact  talking 
about  the  fusion  of  car  seats,  interior 


design  and  haute  couture.  One  garment 
is  quite  seriously  entitled  ‘Armrest  Coat.” 
It  is  a  very  strange  sight. 

A  nearby  blurb  for  the  Viktor  & 
Rolf  collection  notes  that  the  company 
has  not  made  many  sales.  I  am  not  exactly 
shocked — half  of  the  collection  is  dipped 
in  silver.  I  am  not  talking  metaphorically 
here  either — these  garments  are  literally 
coated  in  precious  metal.  They  are  beau¬ 


tiful  clothes,  but  while  this  weird  version 
of  Midas’s  touch  is  breathtaking,  can  you 
really  call  it  a  dress  if  it  is  immobile? 

Not  everything  is  so  bizarre.  Cha¬ 
nel  and  Valentino  are  two  of  the  biggest 
names  there,  and  while  the  clothes  in  their 
collections  are  a  lot  more  unusual  than 
what  I  myself  was  wearing,  at  least  they 
are  recognizable  as  clothing. 

For  sheer  decadence,  nothing  can 


compare  to  Christian  Dior.  Evening  gowns 
are  Dior’s  specialty  and  they  are  presented 
on  a  lurid  red  mirrored  runway.  One  dress 
is  crafted  of  red  leather  and  embroidered 
with  a  large  skeleton.  A  mannequin  has 
“1789”  tattooed  across  her  chest  and  em¬ 
blems  of  the  French  revolution  painted  on 
her  flowing  white  skirt.  Another  is  dressed 
like  some  kind  of  deadly  yet  definitely 
erotic  warrior  monk,  complete  with  an 


enormous  black  crucifix.  Some  dresses 
appear  to  be  spattered  with  blood,  while 
others  are  constructed  entirely  of  layers  of 
delicate  pale  crinoline.  The  level  of  detail 
in  these  dresses  is  impossible  to  describe 
and  literally  stunning  to  behold. 

Understandably,  this  is  the  kind 
of  offensive  excess  that  should  make  me 
truly  sick.  Especially  you,  Chanel — do 
not  tell  me  that  those  980  hours  spent 


embroidering  one  dress,  not  to  mention 
the  money  invested,  could  not  have  been 
spent  working  on  a  real  problem  some¬ 
where  in  the  world. 

I  do  feel  disappointment,  but  it  is 
not  really  because  of  the  all-consuming 
commercialism  on  display.  Rather,  it  is 
because  of  myunfulfilled  longing  to  touch 
the  rich  silks  and  furs  that  are  only  inches 
away.  These  are  gorgeous  dresses,  made  of 
the  finest  materials  money 
can  buy,  and  it  is  a  shame 
to  see  them  perfectly  im¬ 
mobilized,  robbed  of  their 
weight  and  life,  and  not  be 
able  to  even  brush  a  finger 
against  the  materials  to 
find  out  what  thousand- 
dollar  silk  feels  like. 

It  is  even  more  of  a 
shame  that  this  show  does 
not  explore  the  mysterious 
workings  of  the  fashion 
industry.  How  does  an 
idea  become  an  evening 
gown?  Who  does  all  that 
embroidering?  Are  there 
some  sketches  or  photos  of 
works  in  progress  that  we 
could  see?  Maybe  there  are, 
but  not  in  this  show. 

None  of  that  takes 
away  from  the  spectacle  of  this  exhibit, 
however.  I  spent  two  hours  there  without 
once  feeling  the  time  pass.  Inside  that  gal¬ 
lery,  everything  is  exquisite  and  perfectly 
made,  and  irresistibly  beautiful,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  strange  the  aesthetic.  The  show 
runs  until  March  18,  2007,  and  at  $7.50 
for  students,  it  is  cheaper  than  a  movie. 
I  urge  you  to  go  take  a  look.  It  will  blow 
your  mind. 


Body  Worlds  2:  It's  to  Die  For 


By  Patricia  Giunta,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Anyone  who  has  recently  seen  the 
side  of  a  bus  in  Boston  probably  knows 
that  the  Museum  of  Science  is  currently 
hosting  an  exhibit  that  is  both  interesting 
and,  as  some  may  argue,  highly  disturbing. 
Gunther  von  Hagens’  Body  Worlds  2:  The 
Anatomical  Exhibition  of  Real  Human  Bod¬ 
ies  debuted  at  the  museum  this  summer, 
and  has  been  getting  thousands  of  visi¬ 
tors  every  day,  with  weekends  completely 
booked.  As  a  recently  hired  employee  of 
the  Museum  of  Science,  I  have  the  most 
morbid  job  ever:  hanging  out  with  the 
dead  bodies  for  16  hours  every  weekend. 
In  addition  to  not  having  to  spend  $24 
to  stand  behind  hoards  of  Midwestern 
tourists  competing  for  display  case  space, 
I  have  been  able  to  see  all  of  the  crazy  stuff 
that  happens,  a  sort  of  backstage  pass  to 
the  exhibit:  von  Hagens’  hissy  fits,  the 
missing  pieces,  the  man  who  thought  (and 
shared  his  intellect  with  the  entire  room) 
that  the  giant  camel  was  an  armadillo. 

For  those  of  you  who  still  have  not 
heard  anything  about  the  exhibit  or  have 
not  yet  gone,  Body  Worlds  2  is  just  what  its 
title  implies:  an  anatomical  exhibition  of 
real  human  bodies.  In  short,  real  people 
have  donated  their  bodies  to  the  Institute 
for  Plastination  in  Heidelberg,  Germany. 
After  their  death,  their  bodies  were  pre¬ 
served  by  replacing  all  liquid  matter  in 
the  body  with  plastic  polymers,  allowing 
them  to  harden  into  the  positions  seen  on 
display.  Gunther  von  Hagens  developed 
the  process  in  1977  and  has  created  a  mul¬ 
tinational  empire  out  of  it,  with  exhibits 
touring  throughout  Europe,  Asia  and  now 
North  America  and  with  plastination 


facilities  operating  in  over  40  countries 
throughout  the  world.  Dr.  von  Hagens  is 
so  passionate  about  his  discovery  that  he 
has  even  plastinated  his  best  friend.  Von 
Hagens  and  his  wife,  Dr.  Angelina  Whal- 


ley,  the  Body  Worlds  Business  Manager  and 
exhibit  designer,  reportedly  have  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  whoever  outlives  the  other  will 
plastinate  his/her  spouse.  The  mystique  of 
the  exhibit  stems  partially  from  Gunther 
von  Hagens  himself,  an  enigmatic  char 
acter  who  is  known  for  wearing  a  black 
vest  and  his  trademark  black  hat,  as  the 
figures  in  countless  Renaissance  anatomy 
paintings,  which  also  happen  to  adorn 
the  walls  of  the  exhibit.  Dr.  von  Hagens, 
who  visited  the  exhibit  during  its  first 


week,  apparently  has  “a  very  prolonged 
handshake.  It’s  like  he  is  sizing  you  up  and 
imagining  what  you  would  look  like  as  one 
of  his  plastinates,”  commented  one  of  the 
heads  of  security  at  the  exhibit. 

In  spite  of  his 
macabre,  somewhat 
off-putting  demean¬ 
or,  von  Hagens  has 
traveled  the  world 
with  his  exhibit, 
and  wherever  he 
goes,  controversy 
follows.  The  me¬ 
dia  in  other,  more 
conservative  cities 
and  countries  has 
responded  to  the 
exhibit  with  back¬ 
lash,  criticizing  his 
use  of  authentic 
people  and  speci¬ 
mens,  whose  details 
gof  origin  are  very 
g  sketchy  Many  times 
gthe  exhibit  has 
|been  condemned 
“by  religious  fanat- 
|ics,  conservatives, 
and  pro-lifers  but, 
thankfully,  no  large-scale  problems  have 
occurred  here  in  Boston.  The  only  thing 
even  close  to  a  protest  happened  on  a 
rainy  October  Saturday  when  one  woman, 
shocked  at  the  steep  price  of  tickets  and 
angered  by  the  extra  $4  needed  to  buy  an 
audio  guide,  decided  to  camp  out  at  the 
entrance  to  the  exhibit  for  three  hours. 
Her  son  and  husband  shelled  out  the 
money  and  enthusiastically  headed  for 
the  displays. 

Despite  its  tendency  to  cause  con¬ 


flict,  Body  Worlds  has  been  very  successful 
during  its  stay  in  Boston.  More  often 
than  not,  the  exhibit  is  crowded  with 
tourists  from  all  over  America,  clamber 
ing  to  see  the  plastinates  and  desperately 
seeking  audio  guides  to  “enhance  their 
understanding”  of  the  exhibit.  In  fact,  one 
such  tourist  ran  back  to  the  audio  guide 
desk  one  night,  not  to  complain,  as  many 
people  do,  about  anatomical  errors  or  mis¬ 
placed  surgical  instruments,  but  instead 
to  tell  us  about  an  embarrassing  mistake 
she  had  made  while  cruising  the  exhibit: 
an  elderly  woman,  sitting  in  a  Museum 
of  Science  wheelchair  emblazoned  with 
a  large  #22,  had  fallen  asleep  peacefully 
in  the  corner  of  a  room,  next  to  a  sign  for 
one  of  the  plastinates.  The  woman  telling 
us  the  story  had  mistaken  the  sleeping 
woman  for  a  plastinate  and  tried,  for  over 
ten  minutes,  to  punch  the  #22  into  her 
audio  guide  to  learn  more  about  her. 

Whether  you  are  a  Boston  Latin 
School  teacher  vehemently  expressing 
your  disgust  about  the  exhibit  for  a  full 
class  period,  an  experienced  surgeon 
swapping  battle  stories  with  your  radi¬ 
ologist  buddy  or  a  macho  19-yearold 
Harvard  student  overwhelmed  by  nausea 
and  running  towards  the  nearest  tree  to 
throw  up,  it  is  certain  that  Body  Worlds  2 
is  a  valuable  learning  experience  which 
you  will  probably  never  encounter  again. 
It  is  definitely  worth  the  S24  (unless,  of 
course,  you  go  on  a  weekend,  in  which 
case  you  will  be  stuck  behind  thousands 
of  people  who  are  even  angrier  than  you) 
to  see  the  exhibit.  Rumor  has  it  that  after 
Christmas  it  will  be  open  24  hours  a  day, 
leaving  you  plenty  of  time  to  see  it  before 
it  leaves  Boston  on  January  7.  Just  watch 
out  for  Gunther  at  2  a.m. 


Page  12 

Spotlight 

Colby  Riordan 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


-  A&E  - - 

Guitar  Hero  Still  Strikes  a  Chord 


By  Alvin  Phl,  I 

Staff  Writer 


By  Grace  Lindsay,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


I  can  tolerate  few  at  the  ungodly 
hour  of  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ings,  and  I  can  tolerate  even  fewer  hearing 
me  sing  at  that  hour.  Fortunately,  Colby 
Riordan  is  one  of  them.  Although  Colby 
and  I  are  no  longer  members  of  the  Han¬ 
del  &  Haydn  Young  Women’s  Chorus 
that  meets  in  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Chorus  Room  on  Saturdays  at  9  a.m., 
this  is  where  I  first  began  to  discover  her 
brilliance,  both  musically  and  personally. 
(It  is  a  little  known  fact  that  there  are 
some  who  love  the  music  wing  so  much 
that  they  are  actually  willing  to  come  in 
on  a  Saturday  while  90  percent  of  their 
classmates  are  asleep.) 

The  typical  “chorus  girl”  is  now  a 
rare  breed  at  BLS,  but  Colby’s  attitude 
and  dedication  to  the  music  department 
would  make  anyone  with  such  a  title 
proud.  She  is  one  of  few  people  who  can 
turn  a  sneeze  into  a  “vocal  sigh”  on  a 
regular  basis  or  who  sings  soprano  in  three 
groups,  although  she  claims  she  is  secretly 
an  alto.  Two  years  ago,  she  helped  those 
auditioning  for  Show  Choir  learn  the  try¬ 
out  dance,  despite  a  broken  leg.  She  has 
also  been  known  to  break  out  into  song, 
demonstrating  Show  Choir  skills  during 
Music  Theory  class,  in  the  hallway  and 
sometimes  even  while  walking  down  the 
street. 

Colby  has  been  a  member  of  many 
choruses  during  her  entire  BLS  career.  She 
is  currently  a  member  of  Concert  Choir 
and  the  Wolfettes  (an  a  cappella  group), 
and  also  the  president  of  Show  Choir, 
where  she  has  truly  distinguished  herself. 
One  member  of  Show  Choir  praises  her, 
saying  Colby  “has  an  amazing  way  of 
bringing  everyone  together,  {while}  at 
the  same  time  being  productive.”  Even 
when  simply  talking  about  Show  Choir, 
Colby  exhibits  a  remarkable  amount  of 
enthusiasm,  and  can  somehow  manage  to 
discuss  the  group’s  dresses  for  up  to  two 
hours.  Her  officer  position  in  the  chorus 
proves  how  much  performing  means  to 
her.  With  this  position,  she  constantly 
exercises  her  inclusive  attitude.  She  is 
not,  however,  only  outgoing  during  Show 
Choir.  Anyone  who  knows  Colby  will  tell 
you  that  she  is  always  welcoming  new 
people  to  hang  out  with  her  during  and 
outside  of  school.  She  brings  comic  relief 
to  every  situation,  taking  coffee  runs  very 
seriously  and  note-learning  somewhat 
seriously.  As  a  result,  she  puts  both  new 
and  old  members  at  ease. 

Outside  of  the  music  wing,  Colby  is 
an  active  member  of  her  community  She 
works  at  St.  Elizabeth’s  Hospital  in  Brigh¬ 
ton  and  volunteers  with  a  suicide  helpline 
once  a  week.  When  asked  what  profession 
she  wants  to  pursue,  she  consistently  an¬ 
swers  that  she  is  interested  in  a  career  in 
medicine.  One  thing  is  for  sure,  though: 
no  matter  where  she  ends  up  in  life,  Colby 
says  she  will  always  be  singing  and  helping 
people.  So  in  15  years,  if  you  are  looking 
for  Colby,  your  best  bet  is  someone  in  a 
white  doctor’s  coat,  belting  out  “III-eeee- 
iiii-eeee-iiiii  will  always  love  yoooo-uuuu- 
ooo-uuu'  ooo!”  between  patients. 


Exactly  one  year  ago,  the  Cam¬ 
bridge-based  company  Red  Octane 
developed  and  released  arguably  one  of 
the  best  music  games  of  our  time:  Guitar 
Hero.  A  few  days  ago,  they  finally  came 
out  with  the  anxiously  awaited  sequel: 
Guitar  Hero  II.  The  game  is  a  general 
improvement  over  the  original  with  many 
different  tweaks  and  a  completely  new 
soundtrack.  36£6g&iH 

For  those  who  are  not  < 
exactly  acquainted  with  the  Gui-  ~ 
tar  Hero  series,  Guitar  Hero  is  a  - 
musical  rhythm  game  which  uses *  1 
a  special  guitar  controller  that 
comes  with  the  game,  provided 
you  buy  the  right  bundle.  Not 
unlike  Dance  Dance  Revolution  or 

Si  Wmm  ' 

Beatmania ,  gameplay  is  centered 
on  keeping  rhythm  and  follow¬ 
ing  different-colored  notes  on¬ 
screen  that  correspond  to  inputs 
on  specialized  peripherals.  In 
Guitar  Hero,  however,  you  have  a 
guitarshaped  controller  that  has 

five  different  colored-coded  bur  _ 

tons,  a  “strum  bar”  and  an  analog 
whammy  bar.  When  performing  a  song, 
the  player  holds  down  the  fret  buttons 
that  correspond  to  the  scrolling,  color 
coded  notes  on-screen.  While  holding 
down  the  fret  buttons  on  the  controller, 
the  strum  bar  is  then  pushed  down  or  up 
in  order  to  play  the  note.  Long  notes  are 
played  by  a  strum  followed  by  a  continual 
depression  of  the  fret  button.  The  wham¬ 
my  bar  can  be  moved  back  and  forth  for 
distortion  of  these  notes  in  order  to  get 
added  bonuses.  Another  mechanic  of 


the  game  is  Star  Power,  which  can  be 
activated  by  either  tilting  the  Guitar 
upwards  or  pressing  the  select  button. 
(Now  where  is  the  fun  in  that?) 

The  game  features  several  modes 
including  Career  mode,  in  which  you 
work  your  way  to  the  top  and  earn  in¬ 
game  money,  and  two-player  Versus 
mode,  in  which  you  play  against  a  friend. 
With  great  songs  such  as  “More  than 
a  Feeling”  by  Boston  and  “Bark  at  the 
Moon”  by  Ozzy  Osbourne,  Guitar  Hero 


SKINNY  LEGS,  POWERFUL  INSTRUMENT 


became  one  of  the  most  popular  games 
of  2005. 

Guitar  Hero  II  sports  all  of  the  fa¬ 
miliar  gameplay  and  style  of  the  original, 
which  is  a  good  thing.  This  game  also  has 
several  new  additions,  which  show  that 
it  is  not  just  a  rehash  of  the  first  game 
with  different  songs.  The  Career  mode 
has  been  changed  with  the  addition  of 
playing  an  encore  set  before  advancing 
at  venues.  Y>u  still  progress  from  venue 
to  venue  by  earning  cash  depending  on 


how  well  you  played.  There  is  also  an 
addition  of  Practice  mode,  which  even 
lets  you  select  specific  sections  of  a  song 
you  may  be  having  trouble  with.  A  new 
change  to  multiplayer  is  the  new  Co-op 
mode,  which  allows  one  player  to  play 
the  lead  guitar  part  of  the  song  while  the 
other  person  plays  the  bass  or  rhythm 
guitar  part.  Of  course,  the  Dueling  mode 
in  which  both  players  trade  oft  playing 
notes  is  still  preserved. 

Last  but  definitely  not  least,  there 
apj  is  a  completely  different  song  se¬ 
lection  ranging  from  famous  songs 
such  as  “You  Really  Got  Me”  by 
Van  Halen  to  more  obscure  selec¬ 
tions  such  as  “Trogdor”  by  Strong 
Bad.  (You’ll  get  burninated  by 
this  song.)  The  difficulty  has  also 
increased  significantly  compared 
to  the  first  game,  with  some 
songs  requiring  immense  stamina 
such  as  the  ten  minute  long  song 
|  “Freebird”  by  Lynyrd  Skynyrd  or 
I  require  godly  fast  fingers  for  the 
insanely  speedy  “Jordan”  by  Buck- 
ethead.  With  a  total  of  64  songs, 
even  the  most  seasoned  of  Guitar 
Hero  veterans  have  their  work  cut 
out  for  them. 

Guitar  Hero  II  is  overall  a  well  pol¬ 
ished  sequel  to  an  already  great  game. 
Despite  its  greatness,  the  game  has  a 
high  learning  curve  for  those  new  to  the 
series.  Like  any  good  game,  Guitar  Hero  II 
is  easy  to  play,  but  difficult  to  master.  Red 
Octane  managed  to  make  improvements 
on  the  first  game  while  retaining  the  same 
formula  and  style.  The  only  thing  that 
the  game  is  really  missing  now  are  the 
groupies.  Guitar  Hero  II  is  out  now  for 
Playstation  II  and  Xbox36o. 


Acting  Up  in  Class 


By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Staff  Writer 


We  are  the  pioneers.  Since  the 
start  of  the  second  term,  acting  classes 
have  been  held  every  rotation,  every  Day 
4  R2  and  Day  6  R7  in  the  Black 
Box — sorry,  the  Studio  Theater — 
with  Ms.  Christa  Crewdson.  This 
is  the  first  time  an  acting  class  has 
been  available  at  the  school,  simply 
because  the  idea  was  not  previously 
proposed.  To  be  involved,  students 
had  to  speak  to  Ms.  Crewdson 
about  the  class  and  to  have  a  study 
that  corresponded  with  the  periods 
available.  Then,  after  a  study  teacher 
confirmed  this,  they  could  attend. 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  part  of  the  new 
class,  and  it  was  worth  dropping  that 
one  study.  Anybody  in  the  school 
can  be  involved  in  these  classes.  In 
our  class  specifically,  the  youngest  stu¬ 
dents  are  in  the  eighth  grade. 

On  the  first  day,  Ms.  Crewdson 
asked,  “Imagine  somebody  gives  you  a 
trumpet  and  tells  you  to  play  in  the  band. 
What  do  you  do?”  As  ordinary  non-trum- 
pet  players,  we  cannot  play  well.  She  said 
this  was  like  having  acting  productions 
without  an  acting  class  or  prior  experi¬ 
ence  from  school-offered  classes.  Most 
high  schools  that  have  theater  classes 
also  have  separate  acting  classes  to  im¬ 
prove  the  techniques  of  young  actors  and 
actresses.  She  believes  that  these  classes 
will  help  in  building  character  portrayal, 
key  for  some  of  these  school  productions. 
Elizabeth  Mahony  (V)  says,  “I  love  the¬ 
ater  because  it  helps  me  get  away  from 
everything... I  don’t  think  I’ll  pursue  it 
past  college  as  a  career,  but  I  think  the 
acting  class  will  help  me  develop  tech¬ 
niques  for  many  plays.” 


I  myself  am  in  the  Day  6  R7  class. 
On  the  first  day,  we  tried  to  emulate 
each  other  in  our  actions.  We  would  all 
stand  in  a  circle  and  then,  perhaps,  one 
of  us  would  start  moving  and  acting.  We 
would  be  jumping,  stopping  and  walking 


ACTING  CRAZY  OR  JUST  ACTING 


backwards.  The  purpose  of  the  game 
was  to  have  a  group  mentality  and  to 
work  together  so  that  anybody  watching 
would  not  be  able  to  know  who  started 
what.  It  was  a  bit  disorganized  because 
we  had  just  started  the  class,  so  we  were 
getting  used  to  working  as  a  group,  but 
we  soon  resolved  this.  Our  character 
building  consisted  of  individually  act¬ 
ing  out  emotions  on  a  scale  of  1-10.  If 
the  emotion  was  “happy,”  a  1  might  be 
finding  a  penny  on  the  floor,  and  a  10 
might  be  winning  the  lottery.  Then,  we 
worked  with  somebody  we  did  not  know 
to  display  heightened  emotions  with 
only  the  words  “I’m  so  [insert  emotion 
here].”  There  was  one  moment  were  the 
actions  were  “I’m  so  happy”  and  “I’m  so 
angry.”  Some  girls  doing  the  activity  built 
on  this,  and  every  time  one  of  them  got 
angrier,  the  other  got  happier,  and  vice 
versa.  Libby  Shrobe  (III),  who  joined  the 
acting  class,  says,  “Well,  we  have  only  had 


one  class  but  [Ms.  Crewdson’s]  teamwork 
building  exercises  are  good.”  Ms.  Crewd¬ 
son  says,  “In  any  acting  class  ...  to  create 
a  sense  of  ensemble,  [teamwork]  is  very 
important  so  that  the  actors  in  the  class 
feel  comfortable  and  are  not  afraid  to 
take  risks.” 

As  the  days  go  on,  we  will  prob¬ 
ably  work  even  better  as  a  class  than 
we  do  now.  Class  size  will  be  kept  to 
a  minimum.  This  is  a  positive  thing, 
because  Ms.  Crewdson  can  work  with 
us  more  efficiently  and  we  would  get 
to  know  each  other  better  than  if 
we  were  in  a  larger  group.  Referring 
generally  to  another  aspect  of  the 
class,  Chris  CampbelFOrrock  (III) 
says,  “I  think  that  the  acting  classes 
are  a  positive  way  for  actors  to  excel 
beyond  the  regular  Connections 
classes.. .to  do  something  that  you  en¬ 
joy  and  to  be  further  prepared  for  acting, 
both  in  and  out  of  school.”  Many  students 
at  our  school  do  want  to  pursue  careers 
in  acting,  and  this  class  might  get  them 
one  step  further  than  the  regular  theater 
classes  in  Connections.  It  also  provides 
an  opportunity  to  take  an  acting  class 
for  the  otherwise-deprived  B-sies.  This 
class  focuses  on  more  advanced  acting 
techniques,  while  Connections  provides 
an  overview. 

Around  June,  Ms.  Crewdson  plans 
to  have  a  production  with  her  students 
performing  scenes  from  plays  that  will 
be  selected  in  the  classes.  As  for  future 
classes  next  year,  it  depends  on  the  suc¬ 
cess  (or  lack  thereof)  of  this  year’s  classes. 
If  anybody  reading  this  article  would 
like  to  join  the  acting  classes,  you  should 
talk  to  Ms.  Crewdson  if  you  have  a  cor 
responding  study.  To  be  dramatic,  the 
future  of  the  acting  classes  depends  on 
us.  We  are  the  trumpet  pioneers. 


Page  13 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


A&E 


Few  "Holes"  in  this  Production 


By  Nelson  Armous,  V 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 


This  fall,  Wheelock  Family  Theater, 
a  professional  acting  group  in  Boston, 
puts  on  its  production  of  Holes ,  based  on 
Louis  Sachar’s  bestselling  novel  of  the 
same  name.  The  play  features  two  Boston 
Latin  School  students,  Armando  Carlo- 
Gonzalez  (V)  as  Stanley  Yelnats,  the  star 
character,  and  Tadesh  Inagaki  (IV)  as  the 
“Toughest  Kid  in  Camp.”  “Being  in  this 
show  has  been  a  fantastic  opportunity  to 
channel  my  acting,  but  also  it  was  one  of 
the  best  times  I’ve  ever  had,”  said  Carlo- 
Gonzalez,  regarding  his  experience  in  the 
production. 

Holes  is  the  story  of  Stanley  Yelnats, 
an  average  kid  until  a  pair  of  priceless 
shoes  falls  from  the  sky.  Stanley  blames 
this  unfortunate  circumstance  on  his 
“dirty  rotten  pig-stealing  great  grandfa¬ 
ther,”  who,  legend  has  it,  wronged  a  gypsy 
and  brought  a  curse  upon  his  entire  family 
Charged  with  stealing  the  shoes,  Stanley 
faces  either  prison  or  Camp  Green  Lake,  a 
strange  correctional  facility  in  the  middle 
of  the  Texan  desert  where  campers  are 
forced  to  dig  holes  five  feet  wide  and  five 


feet  deep.  After  arriving,  he  befriends 
Zero,  another  camper  at  Green  Lake.  The 
two  take  flight,  uncovering  the  mystery 
behind  the  legend  of  Green  Lake,  and  at 
the  same  time,  reversing  Stanley’s  family 
curse. 

Carlo-Gonzalez  plays  a  clueless  and 
wimpy  Stanley,  and  does  so  believably. 
Integration  of  the  backstory  of  Holes  is 
done  smoothly,  and  transitions  between 
scenes  are  flawless.  Songs  from  Sachar’s 
book  are  also  included  in  the  play,  includ¬ 
ing  one  performed  by  Carlo-Gonzalez, 
which  can  put  any  professional  vocalist  to 
shame.  ShaudayJohnson-Jones,  a  student 
at  Wheelock  College,  who  plays  Armpit, 
another  camper,  is  constantly  chuckling 
and  joking  around,  creating  a  distinct  and 
enjoyable  character. 

The  actors  utilize  the  stage  unex¬ 
pectedly  well,  considering  that  it  consists 
of  two  circular  platforms,  stacked  on  one 
another,  sloping  down  toward  the  audi¬ 
ence.  The  cast  uses  the  raised,  central 
platform  as  the  digging  site,  a  courtroom, 
and  a  mountain,  and  does  well  in  livening 
the  abstract  stage.  There  are  pauses  in  the 
production  so  that  members  of  the  stage 
crew  can  bring  set  items  on  and  off  the 


stage  quickly  and  discreetly  One  criticism 
of  the  production  is  the  choice  to  include 
the  dialogue  in  red  text  to  the  sides  of  the 
stage  for  members  of  the  audience  with 
hearing  disabilities.  Unlike  the  usual  sign- 
language  interpreter  at  Wheelock,  this 
implementation  is  quite  distracting. 

This  version  of  the  play  began  di¬ 
rectly  with  Stanley’s  incident  involving 
flying  shoes,  skipping  Stanley’s  school  life, 
which  was  an  introduction  to  Stanley’s 
character  in  Sachar’s  book.  The  play  also 
excluded  one  of  the  more  memorable 
events  in  the  novel:  when  Stanley,  using 
all  of  his  strength,  hoists  the  exhausted 
Zero  onto  a  platform  on  God’s  Thumb, 
the  mountain  to  which  Zero  and  Stanley 
flee  from  camp.  Even  with  these  discrep¬ 
ancies,  the  play  proves  to  be  just  as  enter 
taining  as  the  book.  “What’s  a  good  reason 
to  go?  Holes  is  a  fun  and  inspirational  show, 
enjoyable  for  all  ages”  says  Latin  School’s 
own  stage  veteran  Inagaki. 

Holes  can  be  seen  at  Wheelock  Fam¬ 
ily  Theater,  200  The  Riverway,  Boston. 
There  are  shows  on  Fridays  at  7:30  p.m., 
and  3:00  p.m.  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 
The  final  show  is  on  Sunday,  November 
26. 


It'll  Thai-d  You  Over 


By  John  McKenna,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Asian  Food. 

It  is  a  myriad  assortment,  a  varied 
menagerie  of  different  styles  and  cultures. 
Tastes  range  from  the  raw  fish  of  sushi  and 
the  noodles  of  Japan  to  the  take-out  box 
cuisine  of  China.  Although  Thai  cuisine 
may  be  considered  less  prominent  than 
either  the  Chinese  or  Japanese  variety, 
Rod  Dee  Thai  2  in  the  Fenway  is  cooking 
to  put  Thai  food  on  the  culinary  map. 

Rod  Dee  Thai  2,  situated  next  to  the 
popular  El  PelonTaqueria,  opens  its  doors 
as  a  take-out  place  offering  authentic  Thai 
cuisine.  For  those  of  you  who  do  not  know 
much  about  Thai  food,  it  is  a  fare  generally 
centering  around  rice  dishes  mixed  with  a 
curry  sauce  and  a  vast  assortment  of  hot 
peppers  that  will  have  you  sweating  like 
you  just  finished  a  marathon.  The  menu 
here  is  extensive,  consisting  of  soups  and 
many  rice  dishes.  For  my  starting  course, 
a  bowl  of  hot  and  sour  soup  came  thin, 


instead  of  thick  like  the  Chinese  style, 
but  can  be  filled  with  any  choice  of  meat 
or  tofu  for  roughly  $2.50.  The  soup  was 
supplemented  with  drops  of  red  chili 
sauce  for  an  added  kick,  but  the  addition 
of  cilantro  and  mushrooms  balanced  out 
the  spiciness,  leaving  the  expected  sour 
companion  in  absentia. 

Moving  on  to  entrees,  the  very  hot 
and  spicy  drunken  chicken  was  sitting  in 
a  rather  sweet  red  sauce,  which  minimized 
the  spiciness  generated  by  the  mounds 
and  mounds  of  hot  peppers  that  ringed 
the  plate,  and  was  paired  with  sweet 
corn,  mushrooms  and  string  beans  for  a 
full-rounded  stirfry.  The  peppers,  how¬ 
ever,  were  so  numerous  that  the  dish  was 
still  enough  to  light  your  mouth  on  fire. 
Also,  the  red  curry  rice  dish  with  chicken 
contained  rather  lumpy  and  overcooked 
rice,  which  made  it  easy  to  pick  up  with 
chopsticks,  but  the  sweet  curry  mixed 
with  the  rice  added  a  nice  touch,  and  the 
chicken  added  a  nice,  juicy  touch  to  the 
sweet  curry. 


The  food  at  Rod  Dee  Thai  2  came  in 
substantial  portions,  so  one  should  expect 
to  have  leftovers.  The  price  for  the  food 
was  very  affordable,  given  the  generous 
portions.  Appetizers  cost  no  more  than 
$5,  soups  are  no  more  than  $3  for  huge 
bowls  and  the  entrees  cost  between  $7  and 
$13  for  stacked  plates.  The  restaurant  also 
has  a  “bus  your  own  table”  policy,  though 
the  place  was  relatively  clean.  The  service 
was  nice  too,  but  would  have  been  better 
if  the  soup  was  served  before  the  entrees 
instead  of  alongside.  It  was  served  up  in 
no  more  than  10  minutes. 

The  weather  permitting,  you  can  eat 
your  meal  outside  on  the  picnic  benches. 
If  you  do  not  like  spicy  food,  then  go 
somewhere  else.  But  if  you  are  a  strong, 
non-wimpy  fellow  who  is  willing  to  take 
a  chance  on  exotic,  spicy  food,  then  this 
is  a  good  place  for  you. 

Rod  Dee  Thai  2  is  located  on  a  little 
restaurant  alley  on  Peterborough  Street 
in  the  Fenway,  right  next  to  El  Pelon 
Taqueria. 


Strangely  a  Few  Pages  Short 


By  Silvana  Vivas,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


After  people  have  seen  the  trailer 
for  a  movie  featuring  Will  Ferrell,  they 
head  to  the  theater  to  laugh 
uncontrollably  in  their  seats. 
Unfortunately  for  them,  in 
Ferrell’s  latest  film,  Stranger 
Than  Fiction,  he  has  stepped 
out  of  his  typical  role  and  as¬ 
sumed  a  slightly  more  serious 
disposition  as  the  dull  Harold 
Crick. 

Harold  Crick  is  an  IRS 
agent  who  spends  his  days 
counting  objects  and  resetting 
his  watch,  until  one  day  he 
hears  a  woman’s  voice  narrating 
his  every  move.  Knowing  for 
sure  that  he  hasn’t  gone  insane, 
he  asks  an  expert  in  literature. 
Professor  Hilbert  (Dustin 
Hoffman),  who  helps  him  fig¬ 
ure  out  that  the  voice  belongs  to  author 
Kay  Eiffel  (Emma  Thompson).  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  Eiffel  is  known  for  killing  off  the 
main  character  at  the  end  of  her  books, 


of  her  story.  Luckily  for  him,  she  is  suf¬ 
fering  from  writer’s  block,  which  she  tries 
to  cure  with  the  help  of  a  new  assistant 
(Queen  Latifah).  Harold  meets  the  spunky 
bakery  owner  Ana  Pascal  (Maggie  Gyl- 

lenhaal)  on  one 
of  his  auditing 
jobs  as  he  des¬ 
perately  tries  to 
change  his  fate, 
and  soon,  they 
fall  in  love.  The 
question  is:  Will 
Harold  live  to 
have  his  happy 
ending? 

Although 
the  commercials 
are  a  bit  mislead¬ 
ing  (they  show 
you  all  of  the 
funny  parts),  the 
1  movie  does  have 
its  comedic  mo¬ 
ments,  especially  when  stiff  Harold  is  put 
into  awkward  situations  which  are  only 


worsened  thanks  to  the  voice  inside  his 
head.  Overall,  this  quirky  movie  is  meant 
so  Harold  sfettf  tnit'to  chkhge’the  endirig'1-'  to  rfriplrb'tHou^ht'  about  thid  fndiriing  bf 


life.  Harold,  when  given  an  ultimatum, 
is  forced  to  choose  between  a  life  run  by 
his  watch  or  a  life  of  enjoyment.  It  seems, 
though,  that  the  message  they  are  trying 
to  convey  is  a  bit  too  ambitious  consider 
ing  the  script;  it’s  missing  a  certain  final 
touch.  Maybe  if  they  hadn’t  tried  to  fin¬ 
ish  with  a  happy  ending,  they  would  have 
achieved  their  goal.  On  the  bright  side, 
even  without  any  action,  the  movie  keeps 
you  guessing. 

Ferrell  fits  the  role  perfectly  because 
his  crazy  attitude  offsets  this  new  sincer 
ity  in  a  truly  heartfelt  character.  With 
his  quiet  approach  to  comedy,  the  simple 
words  and  expressions  seem  funny.  He  is 
also  very  believable  as  the  obsessive-com¬ 
pulsive  auditor,  and  one  truly  appreciates 
his  anxiety  over  his  “imminent  death.” 
Even  though  Ferrell’s  character  is  person¬ 
able,  he  might  want  to  forgo  any  musical 
numbers  in  his  next  film. 

The  bottom  line:  if  you’re  looking 
to  laugh  for  an  hour  and  45  minutes,  you 
might  want  to  reconsider  your  choice, 
but  if  you  want  to  be  entertained  with  a 
clever  film  and  charming  story  line,  then 
go  ahead  and  watch  Will  Jerrell  count  his 
toothbrush  strokes.  •  \l  1  *  \*  "  ■ 


Spotlight 

Brendan  Powers 


By  Daniel  Attridge,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


It’s  about  7  p.m.  on  a  Wednesday 
night.  I’m  on  the  corner  of  M  and  Sixth 
waiting  in  my  car  with  the  heat  up  and 
the  radio  on.  Brendan  comes  out,  ready 
for  our  weekly  Duakie’s  nm,  and  we  grab 
a  coffee  and  take  a  break  from  all  the 
senior  worries.  We  both  mention  that  we 
have  so  much  work  to  do.  But  in  the  end, 
we  agree  that  the  break,  though  an  hour 
longer  than  intended,  was  well  worth  it, 
and  we  both  go  home  to  do  work.  By  the 
time  I  finish  my  homework  and  hit  the 
sack,  I  know  Brendan  is  still  up  working 
hard  on  something.  While  we  sleep,  Bren 
is  in  his  room  in  front  of  his  easel  until  the 
wee  hours  of  the  morning,  perfecting  his 
next  masterpiece.  Although  it  is  only  a 
weekend  assignment  for  his  AP  Art  class, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  blow  away  any 
score  of  professional  artists’  best  works. 

Brendan’s  always  been  known  as  the 
artist.  Whether  etchra-sketching  during 
church  or  just  coloring  in  the  classroom, 
he  has  always  had  this  amazing  gift.  Go¬ 
ing  to  school  with  Brendan  for  14  years 
has  allowed  me  to  see  his  work  progress 
exponentially  from  amazing  to  phenom¬ 
enal.  He  has  since  mastered  many  types 
of  artistry,  and  with  everything  he  does, 
he  blows  spectators  away.  Don’t  take 
my  word  for  it,  just  walk  around  the  art 
wing,  or  check  out  Artists  For  Humanity, 
where  Brendan  worked  for  the  last  few 
summers. 

One  can  only  dream  about  what  it’s 
like  being  Mr.  Brendan  Powers.  Walking 
down  the  hall  with  him  is  a  spectacle. 
Everyone  loves  him  (well,  he’s  a  loveable 
guy)  and  greets  him  as  he  goes.  Ladies 
giggle  amongst  themselves  around  their 
lockers,  trying  to  hide  their  schoolbooks 
with  “I  <3  B.P.”  or  “MRS.  BRENDAN 
POWERS”  written  on  their  book  covers. 
He  doesn’t  notice  and  humbly  goes  on  his 
way,  talking  about  an  upcoming  math  test 
or  plans  for  the  weekend.  After  school, 
Tuesday  through  Friday,  Brendan  heads  off 
to  work  at  Artists  For  Humanity.  There, 
he  continues  his  art  projects,  which,  if 
sold,  would  certainly  go  for  top  dollar.  On 
Mondays,  however,  he  makes  his  way  up  to 
Wolftones  practice  and  plays  a  crucial  role 
as  aTenor  I.  Not  only  does  he  sing,  he  also 
composes  and  plays  guitar  on  his  own  and 
formally  with  fellow  schoolmates  Danilo 
Vujicic  (I)  and  Perrin  Allen  (I). 

Brendan  fits  the  roles  of  artist, 
singer  and  guitarist,  and  most  importantly 
the  role  of  best  friend.  I  consider  myself 
one  of  the  lucky  ones  to  be  able  to  know 
him  well  and  for  so  long.  He’s  one  of 
those  people  who  is  in  demand;  everyone 
wants  to  meet  him,  talk  to  him  and  hang 
out  with  him.  This  comes  as  no  surprise, 
however — Brendan  is  a  remarkable  per¬ 
son.  He  has  gone  through  more  hardships 
than  one  can  imagine,  but  nevertheless 
he  keeps  his  glowing  personality  in  high 
beams.  We  all  see  him  as  an  inspiration  in 
his  amazing  works,  amicable  personality 
and  most  importantly,  a  great  friend.  I 
speak  for  everyone  when  I  say,  Brendan, 
thank  you  for.eyerything.  Gheers>  i?J,atc\,  .  . 
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Final  Fantasy  XII  Finally  on  US  Shores 


By  Aurora  Baker,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


This  past  Halloween  saw  the  North 
American  release  of  the  highly  anticipated 
Final  Fantasy  XII.  It  garnered  rave  reviews 
in  Japan  prior  to  its  original  March  re¬ 
lease  date,  earning  a  perfect  40/40  from 
the  highly  respected  gaming  magazine 
Famitsu.  It  is  only  the  sixth  game  to 
be  so  rated  in  the  magazine’s  20-year 
history  and  the  first  Final  Fantasy 
game  and  PlayStation  2  title  to  gain 
the  honor.  Critics  on  this  side  of 
the  Pacific  seem  to  agree  with  their 
fellows  in  the  Land  of  the  Rising 
Sun,  as  FFXII  has  earned  top  scores 
from  all  the  big  names,  including  a 
9.5  from  IGN.com.  Officials  and  fans 
everywhere  are  singing  the  game’s 
praises,  and  this  little  reviewer  is 
singing  right  along  with  them. 

The  game  is  set  in  the  world  of 
Ivalice,  which  long-time  Final  Fantasy 
aficionados  will  recognize  from  Final 
Fantasy  Tactics,  though  this  time  around  in 
another  era  and  region.  The  world  is  popu¬ 
lated  by  Humes  (humans),  Viera  (a  race  of 
rabbit-like  women — don’t  ask),  Bangaa  (a 
reptilian  race  on  par  with  humans  intel¬ 
lectually),  Seeq  (a  pig-like  race  that  are, 
to  be  frank,  lacking  in  the  brainpower 
department),  and,  of  course,  the  staple  of 
all  Final  Fantasy  games,  Moogles.  Thank¬ 
fully,  they  are  just  as  cute  and  huggable 
and  smarterthan-everyone-else-on-the- 
continent-combined  as  ever. 


The  story  takes  place  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Dalmasca,  formerly  a  neutral 
party  in  an  ongoing  rivalry  between  two 
empires.  By  the  time  the  main  plotline 
picks  up,  Dalmasca  has  been  conquered 
by  the  Archadian  Empire  and  its  king  lies 
dead.  The  game’s  main  character  hero  is 
Vaan,  a  thief  from  the  streets  of  the  Dal- 
mascan  capital,  who  is  joined  by  Ashe, 


Princess  of  Dalmasca  and  leader  of  the 
Dalmascan  resistance  movement.  Also  in 
tow  are  Penelo,  Vaan’s  childhood  friend; 
Balthier,  a  sky  pirate;  Fran,  Balthier’s  Viera 
partner;  and  Basch,  a  former  Dalmascan 
Knight  accused  of  killing  the  king.  The 
plotline  involves  myriad  political  intrigue 
and  even  male  and  female  lead  characters 
who  don’t  fall  in  love  with  each  other! 
Seeing  this  typical  role-playing  stereotype 
tossed  to  the  curb  gives  me  a  warm,  fuzzy 
feeling , in  my  gamer  heart. 


The  gameplay  itself  is  nothing  short 
of  phenomenal.  First  and  foremost  is  the 
Active  Dimension  Battle  (ADB)  system, 
which  provides  “seamless  transition  be¬ 
tween  exploration  and  combat  mode.” 
That  is  fancy  critic  talk  for  a  real  time 
battle  system,  and  it  is  an  absolute  joy  to 
use.  Another  nifty  little  addition  includes 
the  Gambit  system,  which  lets  you  auto¬ 
mate  certain 
commands 
depending  on 
how  the  bat¬ 
tle’s  turning 
out.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  one 
party  mem¬ 
ber’s  health 
falls  too  low, 
another  will 
cast  Cure,  a 
healing  spell, 
on  them. 
There  is  also 
the  License 
Board,  which  is  vaguely  similar  to  the 
Sphere  Grid  from  Final  Fantasy  X,  except 
that  it  allows  far  more  freedom  to  develop 
the  characters  in  the  way  you  want  them 
to.  For  instance,  Ashe  is  my  powerhitter, 
not  the  White  Mage  (that  would  be  Vaan). 
And,  of  course,  the  game  keeps  its  staple 
mechanics,  including  powerful  summon 
monsters  and  Limit  Breaks,  a  system  of 
doling  out  increased  damage  after  a  char¬ 
acter  takes  enough  hits. 

Aside  from  gameplay,  FFXII  lives 


up  to  the  Final  Fantasy  series’  renowned 
graphical  standards.  From  the  very  begin¬ 
ning,  you  will  be  drooling  and/or  squealing 
like  a  deranged  fanboy  or  girl.  The  game’s 
opening  sequence  is  absolutely  astound¬ 
ing,  if  not  a  little  tedious,  but  you  will 
probably  be  too  busy  babbling  incoher¬ 
ently  to  care  very  much.  The  regular  game 
graphics  themselves  are  nothing  short  of 
stunning.  The  designers  make  full  use  of 
lighting  and  color  to  an  excellent  degree, 
and  the  characters  have  been  gorgeously 
rendered;  the  facial  expressions  show  a 
wide  range  of  emotions  and  are  easily  my 
favorite  aspect  aside  from  the  Full  Motion 
Video  (FMV)  sequences. 

There  really  is  not  a  downside  to 
this  game;  the  reviews  and  scores  it  has 
earned  are  well  deserved  and  the  excite¬ 
ment  among  gamers  about  its  release  is 
not  misplaced.  A  word  of  warning,  how¬ 
ever:  whether  you  are  new  to  the  franchise 
or  not,  I  definitely  suggest  picking  up  the 
official  game  guide.  It  offers  detailed  ex¬ 
planations  about  the  battle  system,  a  very 
good  walkthrough  and  excellent  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  side  quests  (like  any  Final 
Fantasy  game  worth  its  salt,  FFXII  has  a 
truly  staggering  amount  of  side  quests)  to 
help  any  OCD  gamer  reach  a  100  percent 
completion  rate  in  the  game. 

Still,  Final  Fantasy  XII  is  an  awesome 
game.  Buy  it  or  rent  it,  the  choice  is  yours, 
but  if  you  are  an  RPG  fan  this  is  a  game 
that  needs  to  be  played.  Now  if  you  will 
excuse  me,  I  need  to  satisfy  my  addiction 
and  get  back  to  my  PS2. 


DRM,  Media  and  You 


from  iTunes  on  your  Sony  PSP.  These  ap¬ 
plications  of  DRM  have  been  expectedly 
controversial. 

Proponents  of  DRM  argue  that 
the  copyright  holders  of  any  media  have 
the  rights  to  the  music,  even  if  it  is  pur- 
chaed  legally  by  an  outside  party  (i.e.,  you). 
They  also  argue  that  these  holders  should 
be  allowed  to  control  their  products  even 
after  sale,  and  to  check  the  distribution 
and  use  of  copies  of  their  products  as 
well. 

On  the  other 
side  of  the  debate  are 
the  opponents  of  DRM. 

Some  argue  that  DRM 
prevents  competition  be¬ 
tween  companies  because 
songs  cannot  be  adapted 
to  different  hardware  or 
software  that  the  con¬ 
sumer  has  purchased. 

Furthermore,  DRM  can 
affect  not  only  the  indi¬ 
vidual  song,  movie,  or 
other  form  of  media  pur 
chased,  but  also  the  entire  media  system. 
For  example,  the  use  of  a  single  DRM 
product  could  handicap  a  consumer’s  own 
MP3  player  or  even  a  whole  computer 
network.  While  copyright  holders  may 
want  to  protect  their  products,  DRM  is 
in  this  way  actually  violating  individual 
property  rights  and  assuming  consumers 


to  be  guilty  until  proven  innocent;  this 
lack  of  respect  for  customers  illustrates 
the  problem  with  implementing  DRM 
in  media. 

While  DRM  was  at  first  some¬ 
what  disregarded  (partly  because  certain 
programs  had  allowed  users  to  circumvent 
it),  the  Digital  Millenium  Copyright  Act, 
passed  in  1998,  outlawed  devices  or  soft¬ 
ware  that  bypassed  its  restraints,  which 
means  that  all  consumers  must  adhere  to 

DRM,  whether 
they  want  to  or 
not. 

The 
problem  that 
many  DRM  ad¬ 
versaries  face 
is  that  very  few 
people  even 
know  that  DRM 
exists.  It  would 

UJ 

§appear  that 
§  DRM  advocates 
1  see  this  situation 
as  ideal.  In  fact, 
last  year,  Peter  Lee,  an  executive  at  Disney, 
stated  in  an  interview  with  The  Economist, 
“If  consumers  even  know  there’s  a  DRM, 
what  it  is,  and  how  it  works,  we’ve  already 
failed.”  The  fact  that  corporations  are 
trying  to  hide  their  restrictive  technology 
is  more  troubling  than  the  technology 
itself. 


DRM  IS 

KILLING  MUSIC 


AND  ITS  A  RIP  OFF 

A  "HOME  TAPING  IS  KILLING  MUSIC"  PARODY. 


By  Jimmy  Meade,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


“PIRACY:  IT’S  A  CRIME.”  We 
have  all  seen  the  public  service  announce¬ 
ments  that  come  before  almost  all  of  the 
movies  that  we  watch  in  theatres.  And 
on  TV.  And  on  the  CDs  and  DVDs  we 
buy.  Pretty  much  every  teenager  today 
has  heard  of  internet  piracy.  In  fact,  most 
of  us  have  downloaded  songs  or  movies 
before,  or  at  least  know  someone  who 
has.  This  prevalence  is  one  of  the  reasons 
that  the  media  industry  has  started  to 
crack  down  on  file-sharers  in  recent  years, 
often  taking  them  to  court  over  the  songs 
that  they  have  illegally  downloaded.  And 
while  taking  legal  action  against  what  is 
defined  as  stealing  makes  sense,  some  of 
the  other,  subtler  approaches  the  media 
industry  has  taken  are  far  more  suspect. 
The  most  noticeable  of  these  methods 
is  DRM. 

Digital  Rights  Management,  or 
DRM,  is  coding  or  software  in  products 
that  is  used  to  both  direct  access  to  digital 
media  and  limit  its  usage.  DRM  can  pre¬ 
vent  CD  and  DVD  copying,  restrict  how 
many  times  songs  can  be  copied,  cripple 
certain  aspects  of  CDs  or  DVDs  such  as 
the  ability  to  fast-forward,  or  even  expose 
your  computer  to  viruses.  DRM  can  also 
limit  compatibility  with  non-DRM  prod¬ 
ucts.  Try  playing  that  song  you  bought 

Man  of  Class? 

Continued  from  page  10 

can  be  certain  that  what  you’re  wearing 
is  sweatshop-free.  Nonetheless,  we  dared 
to  enter  American  Apparel  in  search  of 
an  updated  version  of  his  tired  camp 
sweatshirt.  I  was  immediately  drawn  to 
a  rack  of  track  jackets  in  every  shade 
imaginable  accented  with  white  piping. 
I  pulled  out  two:  one  cobalt  blue  and  one 
crimson.  The  crimson  was  too  Harvard, 
but  the  blue  was  just  right.  It  was  a  huge 
change  from  the  dependable  earth  tones 


that  Michael  usually  relies  on. 

All  of  our  purchases,  the  corduroys, 
the  striped  pants,  the  green  sweater  and 
the  blue  track  jacket,  totaled  $122,  just 
$22  over  the  “federal  budget.”  But  we 
were  satisfied,  until  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing  rolled  around.  Everything  seemed 
to  go  wrong  when  Michael  decided  to 
debut  his  sharp  new  cords  and  bright 
green  sweater.  He  looked  as  if  he  was 
channeling  Lucky  the  Leprechaun.  The 
corduroys  suddenly  looked  so  green! 
Was  I  colorblind?  Had  I  failed?  I  was 
utterly  embarrassed  and  convinced  that 


I  had  lost  my  fashion  sense  somewhere 
along  the  streets  of  Boston.  But  all  hope 
was  not  lost.  Later  that  night,  Michael 
Baskin  changed  from  his  disastrous 
blade-of-grass  outfit  into  his  fabulous 
blue  jacket,  channeling  a  little  less  Lucky 
and  a  lot  more  Miles  Stafford  (I).  With 
just  the  right  amount  of  confidence,  he 
went  off  to  Harvard  to  stay  with  some 
friends  and  was  met  with  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  number  of  compliments.  So  maybe 
the  green  sweater  was  a  mistake.  Maybe 
I  was  trying  too  hard  to  make  him  out 
to  be  something  he  is  not.  But  I  am  not 


Some  anti-DRM  groups  have 
atempted  to  publicize  the  issue,  and 
have  taken  creative  steps  toward  getting 
their  message  across.  The  Free  Software 
Foundation  (FSF),  for  exaple,  has  taken  to 
staging  elaborate  protests  outside  stores 
that  sell  DRM  products,  most  noticebly 
Apple  stores.  FSF  wants  to  alert  people  to 
learn  more  about  DRM  and  how  it  affects 
them.  In  an  interview  with  Bostons  Weekly 
Dig,  Peter  Brown,  the  executive  director 
of  FSF,  remarked,  “The  technology  makes 
the  issue  sound  complex,  but  it’s  easy  to 
understand  when  you  say  you’ve  got  a  de¬ 
vice  that  only  works  the  way  corporations 
want  it  to  work.  People  would  be  up  in 
arms  if,  when  you  bought  a  car,  the  dealer 
said,  ‘You  can’t  open  up  the  hood,  you 
can’t  put  different  tires  on,  you  can  only 
use  the  gas  we  sell  you,  and  that  gas  costs 
more.’  People  would  say,  ‘I’m  not  going 
to  buy  that  car!”’  This  analogy  accurately 
depicts  the  unnecessary  and  constricting 
measures  corporations  are  taking  in  the 
name  of  protecting  their  software. 

Regardless  of  whether  or  not  you 
believe  the  media  industry  is  justified  in 
using  DRM,  be  wary  of  the  new  products 
you  buy  this  holiday  season.  Many  DVD 
and  music  players  coming  to  market  are 
implementing  DRM,  and  no  one  is  the 
wiser.  It  now  seems  that  one  can  no  longer 
buy  a  song  or  movie — one  can  only  pay  for 
the  privilege  of  borrowing  it. 


ready  to  admit  defeat;  perhaps  we  just 
debuted  it  too  soon. 

So  what,  you  ask,  should  you  take 
away  from  this  makeover?  What  I  have 
learned  is  that  sometimes  even  the  best 
clothes  in  the  world  cannot  help  a  lost 
soul.  But  alas,  this  is  not  entirely  the 
case  for  our  dear  Michael  Baskin.  In  his 
case,  he  just  needed  the  right  amount  of 
fashion  confidence  and  poise  to  make  it 
work.  He  needed  to  feel  comfortable  in 
the  clothes  he  was  in.  I  could  not  teach 
him  how  to  carry  himself;  he  had  to  learn 
that  on  his  own. 
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O'Loughlin,  Cross  Country  Look  to  States 


By  Paul  Brideau,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Last  week  marked  the  end  of  an¬ 
other  cross  country  season  as  the  team 
competed  in  the  MIAA  Class  Meets  for 
individual  positions  in  the  state  competi¬ 
tion.  After  a  disappointing  last  place  fin¬ 
ish  in  the  DCL  Championship,  the  team 
will  send  seven  girls  and  seven  boys  to 
this  event  in  hopes  of  having  Wolfpack 
representation  in  the  MIAA  States,  the 
final  high  school  cross  country  event  of 
the  season.  This  year,  the  four  senior  cap¬ 
tains  Matt  Manning,  Shawn  Le,  Caroline 
O’Loughlin  and  Sarah  Ronayne  led  the  way 
for  Boston  Latin  with  determination  to 
finish  the  season  on  a  winning  note. 

The  boys  were  unable  to  place  a  rep¬ 
resentative  in  the  States,  but  O’Loughlin, 
running  an  18:56  for  her  season  best, 
placed  second  in  the  meet.  She  will  race  as 
the  second  seed  in  the  upcoming  States  at 
Northfield  Mountain,  and  it  wouldn’t  be 
surprising  to  see  her  take  first.  The  remain¬ 
ing  members  of  the  team  have  ended  their 
season,  while  most  look  forward  to  indoor 


track  and  field  in  the  winter. 

This  season,  for  the  girls,  can  be 
seen  as  an  example  of  steady  improvement 
as  they  bettered  their  record  to  two  wins 
and  six  losses  from  last  year’s  mark  of 
one  win  and  seven  losses.  Not  only  have 
the  girls  become  faster  over  the  past  year, 
but  as  Erin  Scanell  (II)  added,  “I  think 
we’ve  definitely  improved  {within}  the 
last  couple  of  months.”  Development 
in  this  sport  is  directly  reflective  of  the 
determination  and,  more  importantly, 
the  team’s  dedication,  which,  according 
to  many  of  the  members  of  the  team, 
is  the  key  to  success.  Scanell  continued, 
“Running  is  such  a  commitment.  It’s  really 
important  that  every  person  on  the  team 
is  at  practice  every  day.”  O’Loughlin  also 
added,  “It’s  such  a  personal  commitment. 
It’ll  take  a  lot  of  commitment  from  the 
kids  and  training  during  the  summer  if 
the  team  wants  to  be  competitive  in  the 
coming  years.” 

The  boys  look  to  have  the  same  type 
of  improvement  in  the  years  to  come  as 
they  drop  from  one  win  and  seven  loss 
record,  to  a  record  of  zero  wins  and  eight 


losses.  This  winless  season,  however, 
isn’t  indicative  of  how  the  team  ran.  As 
anyone  who  competed  in  cross  country 
understands,  this  sport  is  only  for  those 
with  ultimate  determination,  which  we 
can  never  accuse  a  Latin  athlete  of  lack¬ 
ing.  Andrew  DeStefano  (II)  looked  back 
on  the  boys’  season  with  optimism  as  he 
said,  “Even  though  we  didn’t  win  a  meet 
this  year,  I  feel  we  are  starting  to  bring 
credibility  back  to  Latin  Cross  Country 
with  our  young  core  of  talent  and  positive 
attitude.”  Calvin  Atkinson  (II)  continued 
the  positive  outlook  by  saying,  “There 
are  a  lot  of  sophomores,  who  are  looking 
strong,  and  will  be  really  good  next  year 
and  almost  all  of  us  have  improved  our 
times  a  lot  over  the  season,  so  it’s  good  in 
terms  of  improvement.” 

In  spite  of  a  combined  record  of 
2-14,  the  cross  country  team  had  faith 
that  its  younger  talent  would  help  turn 
the  team  around.  DeStefano  said,  “You 
should  definitely  look  for  Conrad  Ennis, 
our  best  sophomore  for  the  guys.  Also,  the 
six  varsity  seniors  for  both  boys  and  girls 
should  definitely  produce  some  victories.” 


O’Loughlin  also  commented,  “Our  top  six 
behind  me  looks  strong,  including  Kerri 
Costello  (III),  Claire  Ruff  (IV)  and  Erin 
Scanell.” 

Though  talent  is  waiting  in  the 
wings,  a  current  leader  is  completing 
her  last  season  for  the  team  this  year. 
O’Loughlin  has  continued  to  amaze;  she 
won  the  MSTCA  Invitational  and  placed 
second  in  the  EMASS  Division  1  meet  this 
year.  She  has  been  the  one  premier  athlete 
on  the  BLS  Cross  Country  team  for  the 
past  few  years,  and  her  teammates  told  us 
how  much  she  will  be  missed.  Scanell  said, 
“It’s  really  tough  to  see  her  leave  because 
not  only  is  she  our  best  runner,  but  she  has 
so  much  energy  and  is  always  so  fun  to  be 
around.  Cross  Country  is  definitely  going 
to  be  very  different  without  her  and  its 
going  to  be  pretty  hard  to  replace  her  since 
she’s  been  Such  a  big  part  of  the  team.” 
O’Loughlin  replied,  “I’m  really  going  to 
miss  the  team,  but  I’m  ready  to  move  on 
and  run  in  college.” 

The  team  now  looks  forward  as  it 
will  be  led  by  six  seniors  next  year,  who 
anticipate  seeing  the  team  excel,  driven 


Football  Prepares  to  Bomb  the  Blue 


By  Brendan  McCoy,  I 

Staff  Writer 


As  fall  turns  to  winter  and  the  days 
grow  colder  and  shorter,  there  is  one  team 
that  still  practices  in  all  the  conditions, 
whether  cold,  wet  or  nasty:  it  is  the  foot¬ 
ball  team.  Despite  a  disappointing  season, 
the  football  team  remains  optimistic  until 
the  end. 

Late  in  the  season  the  passing  game 
has  been  very  successful  with  quarterback 
Greg  Maneikis  (I)  connecting  with  pri¬ 
mary  receivers  Ben  Speicher  (I)  and  Tom 
Dinardo  (II).  When  asked  why  the  pass¬ 
ing  game  had  jumped  suddenly,  Captain 
Maneikis  was  quick  to  comment,  “Since 
we  switched  into  the  shotgun  formation, 
passing  has  been  much  easier  for  me, 
because  there’s  just  more  time  to  look 
for  my  receivers.”  The  main  reason  that 
the  Wolfpack  had  avoided  using  shotgun 
is  that  it  is  very  easy  to  make  errors  in 
the  connection  between  the  center  and 
the  quarterback,  but  thanks  to  the  excel¬ 
lent  coordination  between  Maneikis  and 
center  Erik  Bloomquist  (I),  fumbles  with 
the  snap  have  been  kept  to  a  minimum. 
Unfortunately,  there  have  been  many 
fumbles  in  other  parts  of  the  game,  es¬ 
pecially  against  Bedford.  Mistakes,  like 


lost  fumbles  and  giving  up  the  big  play, 
have  killed  this  year’s  team.  The  defense 
usually  is  strong,  holding  opponents  for 
short  yardage  for  a  majority  of  the  game, 
but  a  couple  missed  tackles  and  big  errors 
allowed  the  opponent  to  break  big  plays, 
and  as  a  result,  games  can  turn  quickly  into 
blowouts. 

As  usual,  this  year’s 
team  has  suffered  its  fair 
share  of  injuries.  If  an  in¬ 
jury  isn't  serious,  the  play¬ 
ers  always  tough  it  out 
and  play  through  it.  “Pain 
is  just  weakness  leaving 
the  body,”  said  Ted  Barry 
(I),  quoting  Coach  Apple- 
white.  While  the  team  is 
able  to  play  through  minor 
injuries,  there  have  been 
a  few  long-term  injuries 
that  have  had  devastating 
effects.  The  most  notable 
have  been  a  season-end¬ 
ing  injury  to  Captain  Garo 
Yessayan’s  (I)  knee,  and  a 
fractured  clavicle  to  cor 
nerback  Ryan  England  (II).  Yessayan’s 
injury  has  not  left  a  hole  in  the  lineup; 
instead,  Darian  Walker  (II)  and  Connor 
Duggan  (I)  have  filled  in  for  him  on  both 


sides  of  the  ball,  and  Yessayan  himself  has 
returned  to  the  practice  field  every  day  to 
try  his  hand  at  coaching  his  teammates. 

The  most  recent  game  against 
Newton  South  was  one  of  the  best  this 
year.  After  scoring  first,  the  Wolfpack 
kept  pace  with  its  opponent,  bringing  the 


game  down  to  one  final  drive  with  less 
than  two  minutes  left.  Latin  was  moving 
down  the  field,  coming  ever  closer  to  a 
game-winning  final  touchdown,  when, 
on  a  fateful  4th  and  4,  Maneikis’s  pass 


fell  incomplete,  and  the  gatne  ended  as 
Newton  South  took  over  and  was  able  to 
run  out  the  clock. 

The  team’s  record  is  not  at  all  reflec¬ 
tive  of  how  hard  everyone  works.  As  Barry 
put  it,  “The  only  place  success  comes  be¬ 
fore  work  is  in  the  dictionary.”  Everyone 
on  the  team  knows  that  it  is  true, 
which  explains  why  the  football 
team  has  the  longest  fall  season, 
stretching  from  the  sweaty  days 
of  late  August  until  the  icy  ones 
of  November.  The  team  has  now 
spent  two  weeks  preparing  for 
the  most  important  game  of 
the  year,  the  Thanksgiving  duel 
against  English  High.  All  of  the 
year’s  frustrations  have  grown 
and  everyone  is  ready  to  “take  out 
[their]  wrath  and  fury  against  the 
Bulldogs.”  The  team’s  best  game 
of  the  year  against  CM  also  had 
the  biggest  turnout  from  the  fans, 
so  many  more  are  needed  at  the 
hanksgiving  game  to  present 
a  similar  home  field  advantage. 

When  asked  about  their  chances 
in  the  final  game,  all  the  players  respected 
their  opponent  but  echoed  Dan  Duggan’s 
(II)  feelings  that,  “We  will  be  sure  to  tame 
the  wild  English  Bulldog.” 


LATIN'S  "TENACIOUS  D"  IS  ABOUT  TO  STUFF  THE  OPPOSITION. 


Girls'  Soccer  Proves  Itself  in  DCL 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Now  that  winter  is  just  around  the 
comer,  the  girls’  soccer  season  has  come  to 
an  end.  Led  by  captains  Becca  Goldklang 
(I),  Sarah  Flink  (I),  Rose  Frank  (II)  and 
Anna  Smith  (II),  the  team  should  be  proud 
of  itself.  With  a  record  of  4-12-4,  “it’s  the 
best  season  in  a  long  time,”  said  Goldklang. 
Do  not  be  fooled  by  the  record  as  these 
girls  have  put  their  heart  and  soul  into  the 
sport  to  compete  against  other  teams  both 
in  and  out  of  the  Dual  County  League. 

This  season’s  team  has  accomplished 
a  lot  since  last  year.  One  of  its  goals  this 
year  was  to  fill  in  the  void  left  by  the 
graduating  seniors  of  2006.  Indeed  it  did, 
by  having  everyone  step  up  to  the  plate. 
Looking  back,  the  preseason,  according 
to  the  team,  was  “amazing.”  With  such  a 
great  preseason,  high  expectations  were 
held  for  the  upcoming  fg[l  season,  Qoing 


through  the  season,  the  girls  managed  to 
beat  or  tie  some  of  their  best  rivals  such 
as  Weston  and  Lincoln-Sudbury  This  is  a 
considerable  feat  since  it  has  always  been 
hard  to  win  against  teams  in  the  always- 
fierce  DCL. 

One  of  their  best  games  this  season 
was  the  Weston  game.  According  to  Gold¬ 
klang,  “It  was  the  most  exciting  game.” 
During  the  game,  there  was  a  pattern  of 
Latin  scoring,  then  Weston  scoring,  and 
so  on.  Dominique  Hall  (II)  achieved  the 
three-goal  hat  trick,  while  goalie  Christiana 
Hynes  (V)  made  some  spectacular  defen¬ 
sive  plays.  In  the  last  minutes  of  the  game, 
the  score  was  3-2  in  favor  of  Latin.  Each 
passing  minute  became  more  intense  since 
the  Wolfpack  tried  to  prevent  the  Wildcats 
from  scoring.  A  lot  of  defensive  skills  were 
put  to  the  test  in  trying  to  protect  the  lead 
and  win  the  game.  There  were  numerous 
fans  cheering  on  the  team,  and  even  though 
it  see  rued  to  many  players  that  there  was 


tension  in  the  air,  the  Wolfpack  pulled 
through  and  won  the  game. 

The  squad  also  had  a  good  defense. 
Some  of  the  key  players  on  defense  are  Ally 
Gittens  (II)  and  Christine  Kelly  (II).  Gitr- 
tens,  sometimes  underappreciated,  is  the 
stopper.  She  comes  to  every  game  ready  to 
play  and  ends  up  playing  the  entire  game, 
giving  it  her  all.  Kelly,  a  sweeper,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  the  voice  on  the  field.  She 
helps  people  make  plays  with  the  game  on 
the  line. 

There  is  a  lot  on  the  plate  for  the 
girls  looking  forward  to  next  season.  They 
have  raised  the  bar  for  themselves,  knowing 
what  the  team  as  a  whole  and  its  individuals 
can  accomplish.  Even  the  Latin  coach  ex¬ 
pects  to  win  more  next  year  and  hopefully 
advance  to  the  tournament.  “We  deserve 
to  win.  The  team  proved  that  we  could  play 
in  the  DCL,”  mentioned  Goldklang.  That 
puts  some  pressure  on  next  year’s  squad. 
After  $ey  lqsft  fjve  .seniors  jthis  .year,  there 


will  be  a  lot  of  faith  invested  in  the  team 
for  next  season.  Frank  and  Smith  will  still 
be  next  year’s  captains  along  with  Gittens. 
One  of  the  main  aims  for  next  season’s 
team  is  to  finish  off  with  more  goals  and 
properly  execute  plays  which  will  show  on 
the  score  sheet.  It  was  a  problem  in  the  first 
half  of  the  season,  but  the  girls  gradually 
started  scoring  towards  the  second  half.  It 
just  took  the  team  a  little  more  time  to  find 
its  way  for  the  game. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  girls  will  im¬ 
prove  next  season.  It  is  all  about  practicing 
the  offensive  and  defensive  skills  needed 
for  the  game  of  soccer.  With  these,  the 
girls  will  have  a  shot  in  seeing  some  postr 
season  action  because  the  soccer  team  truly 
deserves  to  win  more  games.  Hopefully 
they  will  pull  through  next  year,  reach  the 
tournament  and  inflict  some  damage.  All 
the  girls  need  to  do  is  wait  it  out  and  see 
what  happens  next  year  when  they  are 
.more  capable  to  beat  the  DCL  teams. 
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Greg  Maneikis 


-  Sports  - 

Girls'  Swimming  Keeping  Steady 


By  Ted  Barry,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Even  as  a  preschooler  at  the  Murphy 
School  in  Dorchester,  I  knew  something 
was  different  about  Greg  Maneikis  the 
minute  he  walked  in  the  door  on  the  first 
day  of  school.  Maybe  it  was  the  way  he  car¬ 
ried  himself  with  the  supreme  confidence 
of  a  superstar  in  the  making,  or  maybe  it 
was  how  all  the  girls  immediately  flocked 
to  him  as  soon  as  they  saw  him — all  of  this 
while  he  was  still  a  toddler.  Whatever  it 
was,  it  combined  with  his  rare  humility 
to  mold  him  into  the  outstanding  athlete 
and  extreme  ladies’  man  that  he  is  today, 
13  years  later. 

Greg’s  first  love  has  always  been 
basketball,  as  shown  by  his  countless 
hours  of  dedication,  often  shooting  threes 
in  his  backyard.  He  has  played  on  the 
varsity  team  since  sophomore  year,  and 
after  being  named  a  Dual  County  League 
First  Team  All-Star  and  co-MVP  of  the 
team  last  year,  he  was  named  captain  as 
a  senior.  His  smooth  ball-handling,  great 
court  vision  and  accurate  sharp-shooting, 
combined  with  his  outstanding  play  in  the 
clutch,  make  him  a  serious  threat  every 
time  he  touches  the  ball  as  the  starting 
point  guard.  His  leadership  is  unparal¬ 
leled  as  well.  He  has  also  attended  Boston 
College  High  School’s  Peak  Performance 
weight  training  camp  in  the  summer  in 
preparation  for  his  busy  athletic  schedule, 
where  he  was  considered  an  authoritative 
figure. 

Greg,  however,  is  much  more  than 
a  prettyboy  basketball  player.  He  is  also 
a  star  on  the  tough  Gridiron,  where  he 
has  been  the  starting  varsity  quarterback 
for  the  past  two  years.  After  showing  tre¬ 
mendous  promise  in  his  first  full  season  as 
a  junior,  he  was  named  co-captain  for  his 
senior  season.  His  pure  speed,  agility  and 
arm  strength  put  him  in  the  same  “freak 
of  nature”  category  as  Michael  Vick,  to 
whom  he  has  already  been  compared. 
Coaches  and  peers  alike  praise  his  ability 
to  keep  his  head  in  sticky  situations.  He 
visits  the  school  weight  room  three  times 
a  week  before  school,  arriving  as  early  as 
6:30  a.m.,  to  tone  his  prominent  pectorals, 
washboard  abs  and  bolstering  biceps. 
Heaven  help  the  foolish  sophomore  who 
gets  between  him  and  the  weight  bench. 
Greg’s  third  sport,  baseball,  is  his  least- 
known  sport,  but  the  one  at  which  he 
Excels  the  most.  Unfortunate  ankle  and 
shoulder  injuries  have  kept  his  cannon  of 
^pitching  arm  and  airtight  defense  largely 
SfF  the  Wolfpack  team  for  a  few  years.  He 
nevertheless  looks  to  make  a  comeback  in 
his  senior  season.  ;' 

Greg  is  notfonly  a  supreme  sports 
wperstar,  but  aajfcr  a  great  student*.  He 
will,  to  this  dayswasts  the  fact  that  he’s 
fjifever  received  :j^C”  in  his  life.  'Nt>w 
he  is  applying  t$ many  top  colleges'  and 
universities  inciting  Harvard,  TuftS  and 
Boston  College. 

Greg  is  more  than  than  a  guy  with  a 
great  body,  awesome  sports  abilities  and 
impeccable  grades,  but  he’s  also  a  depend¬ 
able  friend  that  will  always  be  there  if  you 
need  a  shoulder  to  cry  on  (especially  if 
you’re  a  girl). 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Here  at  Boston  Latin  School,  we 
pride  ourselves  as  some  of  the  most 
dedicated  and  ambitious  students  in  the 
entire  country.  The  Latin  girls’  swim  team 
is  a  testament  to  this  reputation.  If  you 
have  any  friends  on  the  swim  team,  then 
you  know  that  between  the  months  of 
September  and  November,  you  will  not 
see  them  during  the  school  week.  Meets 
take  place  twice  a  week  and  may  involve 
traveling  far  distances  and  arriving  home 
as  late  as  nine  o’clock.  They  consist  of 
10  to  15  events  that  vary  in  distances  and 
strokes.  Every  other  day,  these  40-50 
girls  head  over  to  Dorchester’s  Murphy 
School  for  two  hours  of  vigorous  practice 
that  includes  drills  and  working  on  their 
technique.  Because  some  of  the  events 
require  specific  strokes,  meticulous 
training  is  needed  to  perfect  every  move 
these  swimmers  make.  As  tedious  as  this 
may  sound  to  the  common  person,  every 


swimmer  knows  that  one  second  may  be 
the  difference  between  a  win  and  a  loss. 

The  team  finished  out  the  regular 
season  strong,  going  3-3  in  its  last  six 
meets,  compiling  a  record  of  8-7.  For 
some,  however,  the  end  of  the  regular 
season  is  when  the  competition  becomes 
even  fiercer.  Freshman  phenom  Mariah 
Harrington  and  Captain  Kathleen  Gru- 
eter  (II)  qualified  for  the  sectionals,  with 
Grueter  advancing  to  the  All-States.  The 
reigning  Dual  County  League  Most  Valu¬ 
able  Player  hopes  to  improve  her  time  in 
both  the  200-Meter  Individual  Medley 
and  the  400  Fly  at  All-States,  making  a 
strong  case  for  yet  another  MVP  award. 
This  team,  however,  isn’t  built  around  one 
girl,  but  rather  a  group  of  senior  leaders 
and  promising  young  talent.  In  this  week’s 
All-State  competition,  Grueter,  Laura 
Dinardo  (V),  Harrington,  Sarah  Silver 
man  (I),  Claudia  Keneally  (V)  and  Kara 
Shaunessey  (III)  will  look  to  excel  in  the 
200  Free  Relay  and  the  200  Individual 
Medley  Relay  events.  In  the  previous 


race,  they  improved  their  times  by  three 
seconds  in  the  relay,  and  now  they  look  to 
build  on  that  in  order  to  close  the  season 
on  a  positive  note. 

Although  these  girls  deserve  a  large 
amount  of  credit  for  this  year’s  success, 
the  role  of  long-time  coach  Bruce  Conley 
shouldn't  be  overlooked.  Emily  Rodil  (II) 
explains,  “He  motivates  us  to  try  as  hard 
as  we  can  at  each  practice  and  at  each 
meet.  He  is  truly  the  leader  of  the  ‘Pack.” 
It  looks  like  Coach  Conley  will  have 
his  work  cut  out  for  him  yet  again  next 
year  with  the  loss  of  graduating  seniors: 
Captain  Natalie  Moran,  Rebecca  Phu, 
Holly  Chan,  Silverman,  Barbara  Sidoti 
and  Brittany  Callender.  Year  after  year 
it  seems  that  the  Lady  Wolfpack  loses 
great  athletes  but  still  bounces  back  to 
have  a  strong  season.  Even  though  these 
departing  swimmers  will  be  sorely  missed, 
I  have  much  faith  that  the  youth  and  fun- 
loving  attitude  of  the  returning  members 
will  once  again  lead  to  further  success  in 
future  years. 


Boys'  Soccer:  Best  Success  in  Years 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Team:  a  word  that  has  meant  more 
to  boys’  soccer  this  season  than  it  has  in 
the  past.  With  unity,  the  boys’  soccer  team 
was  able  to  play  one  of  its  best  seasons 
by  far.  Ending  the  season  with  a  record 
of  2-15-3  is  an  accomplishment.  Winning 
two  Dual  County  League  games  against 
Weston  and  Newton  South  for  the  first 
time  in  Latin  history  is  one  of  the  many 
feats  the  boys  accomplished  this  year. 

Compared  to  last  season,  the  Wolf¬ 
pack  seemed  to  have  a  more  positive  at¬ 
titude  towards  the  game.  The  members 
trusted  one  another,  came  together  and 
played  like  a  real  squad.  According  to 
Steve  O’Connell  (II),  the  team  has  played 
so  well  because  “the  core  of  the  team  has 
been  together  for  the  past  three  years. 
Last  season  the  team  was  still  young.” 
The  team  this  year  is  no  longer  the  same 
squad  it  was  last  year;  “we  were  just  a 
bunch  of  guys  kicking  the  ball  around,” 
said  O’Connell.  This  year,  however,  they 
had  the  necessary  mentality  and  became 
a  unit,  as  you  could  see  with  all  the  play¬ 
ers  dressing  up  on  game  days  with  their 
suits  and  ties,  getting  together  off  the 
field  and  practicing  more  of  their  soccer 


fundamentals.  It  is  no  longer  a  segre¬ 
gated  group  of  boys,  but  rather  a  group 
that  came  together  that  had  everyone 
participate. 

Latin  has  gained  a  great  amount 
of  strength  so  far  this  year.  Coach  Nate 
Houghton  made  every  player  run  two 
miles  every  day  until  the  whole  team  could 
work  the  time  under  14  minutes.  Insti¬ 
tuting  better  conditioning  from  running 
and  participating  in  preseason  workouts, 
Houghton  is  the  first  coach  to  come  back 
for  a  second  year.  “It  brings  stability  for 
the  coaching  staff.  We  all  respect  him  a 
great  deal  and  we  enjoy  playing  for  him,” 
mentioned  Noah  Ruggles-Lehman  (I). 
Latin  has  also  begun  strategizing  during 
games,  a  skill  it  lacked  before. 

Latin  have  had  five  members  named 
to  All-Star  teams.  On  first  team  were 
Mike  Marra  (III),  Rafael  Santos  (II)  and 
O’Connell.  Marra  kept  the  team  in  every 
game,  made  spectacular  saves  and  shut 
down  opponents’  offenses.  Santos  was 
the  catalyst  for  the  offense  and  the  team’s 
goal  leader.  O’Connell  was  the  defensive 
stopper  who  helped  with  a  majority  of 
the  defensive  plays.  On  second  team 
were  Giancarlo  Graziani  (I)  and  Alan 
Sicairos  (I),  two  captains  who  played 
midfield.  Graziani  and  Sicairos  were  a 


great  force  in  the  middle  and  excellent 
players  who  brought  the  guys  together  in 
camaraderie. 

The  squad  has  come  a  long  way.  Not 
only  is  the  school  starting  to  recognize 
the  team,  but  the  players  finally  feel  like 
they  are  a  part  of  the  DCL.  DCL  competi¬ 
tors  are  finally  acknowledging  Latin  as  a 
legitimate  soccer  team.  “We  are  making 
our  name  known.  We  are  a  force  to  be 
reckoned  with,”  said  O’Connell.  No  lon¬ 
ger  is  Latin  an  easy  win  for  its  foes  and 
competition. 

Looking  at  the  group,  they  are  los¬ 
ing  seven  seniors,  many  of  whom  make 
up  the  entire  midfield:  Graziani,  Sicairos, 
Nick  Snyder,  Bryan  Strickland,  Norman 
Jimenez,  Mike  Wyatt  (defender/sweeper) 
and  Ruggles-Lehman  (defender).  Losing 
all  these  seniors  means  there  will  be  many 
holes  to  plug.  Next  year  will  be  a  whole 
new  year  for  the  Wolfpack,  where  many 
of  the  members  will  be  returning  to  try 
to  further  improve  in  league  play.  Step¬ 
ping  up  to  the  captaincy  will  be  returning 
captain  Santos  with  the  addition  of  Matt 
Monarch  (II)  and  O’Connell.  They  just 
need  to  keep  their  foundation  strong  after 
this  season’s  modest  success,  and  keep  on 
adding  to  it  to  show  that  they  are  a  team 
that  can’t  be  taken  down  as  easily. 


Girls'  Volleyball  Stands  Tall 


By  Chris  LaFortune,  I 

Staff  Writer 


The  girls’  volleyball  team  was  up 
to  its  old  tricks  once  again  this  season. 
Captain  Julianne  Chan  (I)  said,  “This 
year  was  the  first  year  we  really  played 
together  as  a  team  with  our  new  offense.” 
The  girls  managed  to  do  well  with  an  11- 
7  record.  Although  most  of  the  offense 
on  the  team  had  graduated  last  year,  the 
team  successfully  plugged  these  spots 
with  talented  new  players.  According  to 
Victoria  Tran  (I),  “this  season  was  really 
challenging.  We  were  at  a  disadvantage 
because  most  of  our  offense  graduated 
this  year,  and  we  had  to  start  from  scratch, 
adding  new,  younger  players  to  our  team. 
It  may  be  that  we  were  underdogs  in  a 
lot  of  ways  this  year,  but  we  are  proud  of 
the  fact  that  we  did  very  well  in  the  face 
of  these  inconveniences.”  Team  Captain 
Sandra  Chen  (I)  elaborates,  “Even  though 
most  of  the  hitters  were  new,  I  still  think 
our  team  played  well,  and  it  was  a  great 
season  overall.” 


Under  the  leadership  of  the  two 
captains,  the  team  strengthened  both 
their  confidence  and  their  performance, 
showing  itself  to  be  a  dedicated  group  of 
individuals  geared  for  success;  they  moved 
on  to  compete  in  the  second  round  of 
playoffs.  “Part  of  the  experience  was  get¬ 
ting  to  know  the  rest  of  the  girls  so  well,” 
Tran  commented.  Jennifer  Ngo  (I)  added, 
“Our  team  chemistry  was  definitely  an  as¬ 
set.  The  fact  that  we  were  able  to  develop 
and  work  so  well  together  strengthened 
our  team  greatly.”  Other  memorable  ex¬ 
periences  included  two  matches  against 
Newton  South,  the  first  of  which  was  a 
loss,  but  the  second  a  win.  The  comeback 
was  gratifying  to  the  whole  team,  and  was 
a  memorable  series  of  events  for  the  team. 
Chan  described  her  reaction  to  them  in 
further  detail:  “It  was  really  something 
because  we  lost  the  first  match.  The 
second  time  around,  though,  we  killed 
them — it  was  our  best  game.  It  was  truly 
unforgettable,  just  seeing  how  we  were 
able  to  come  back  like  that.” 

The  first  round  of  the  playoffs  took 


place  against  East  Boston  High.  In  a  best 
of  three  sets  round,  the  Wolfpack  swept 
all  three.  The  second  round,  against  New¬ 
ton  North  was  more  difficult,  with  a  3-0 
loss,  and  the  winning  team  went  on  to  win 
sectionals.  Nevertheless,  the  team  is  still 
in  good  spirits.  Chen  gives  her  view  of  the 
loss.  “Like  I  said,  it  was  a  great  season, 
anyway.  It  was  just  so  amazing  to  see  how 
we  fought  our  way  to  the  playoffs,  which 
was  great.”  A  number  of  the  girls  have 
become  Dual  County  League  All-Stars, 
including  the  two  captains,  Tran  and  Tara 
Prince  (I).  Chan  also  won  the  DCL  MVP 
award,  a  great  feat  in  itself. 

The  team  has  high  hopes  for  the 
future,  foreseeing  only  more  improve¬ 
ment  and  progress  to  bigger  and  better 
things.  Chen  offered  up  a  preview  of  next 
season’s  prospects:  “Next  year  most  of  our 
defense  will  have  graduated,  and  next  year 
will  have  an  even  newer  team,  but  we  defi¬ 
nitely  plan  on  coming  back  to  cheer  them 
on.  Our  performance  this  year  exceeded 
my  expectations.  I’m  certain  that  next 
year  will  be  no  different.” 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 
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Seniors  Robbed  in  Powder-puff 


By  Ben  Speicher,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


It  was  a  dark  and  dreary  day,  but  not 
even  the  weather  could  damper  the  spirits 
of  the  ladies  of  the  Gridiron.  In  the  annual 
battle  for  female  supremacy  between  the 
Seniors  and  the  Juniors,  the  outcome  of 
the  game  was  as  foggy  as  the  skies,  but 
the  ferocity  of  the  competitors  was  as 
intense  as  could  be  expected  from  a  pack 
of  vicious,  but  attractive,  she-wolves. 

With  the  coaches  of  the  football 
and  basketball  teams  serving  as  referees, 
and  the  handsome  young  football  players 
coaching  from  the  sidelines,  the  game 
commenced  with  a  simple  and  subtle  kick 
off.  The  Class  of  2008  started  on  offense 
and  immediately  ran  into  a  brick  wall  of 
trouble  in  the  form  of  the  stingy  Senior 
defense,  led  by  pass  rushing  specialist, 
Colleen  Doogan.  The  muddy  conditions 
and  the  Class  of  2007  run  defense  made  it 
difficult  for  the  Juniors  to  gain  any  yardage 
on  the  ground  and  were  forced  to  resort 
to  their  passing  attack.  The  Juniors  didn't 
panic  though,  for  they  had  experience 
and  talent  in  their  quarterback  phenom 
Kathleen  Roche  (II)  and  powerful  weap¬ 
ons  at  wide  receiver,  including  Christine 
Kelly  (II).  The  Senior  girls  also  had  a  big 
task  ahead  of  them  in  stopping  offensive 
juggernaut,  Samantha  Demezieux  (II), 
who  was  responsible  for  two  of  the  Ju¬ 
niors’  three  touchdowns  and  countless 
headaches  on  the  Senior  sideline. 

The  Class  of  2007,  however,  had 
their  own  offensive  secret  weapon,  in  the 
one  they  call  "Mother  Foley."  Patricia 
Foley’s  (I)  powerful  display  at  running 
back  resembled  the  bruising  power  of 


Jerome  “The  Bus”  Bettis  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Steelers  and  the  grace  of  Detroit  Lions’ 
great  Barry  Sanders.  After  Foley  made  her 
presence  known  by  lowering  the  boom 
on  an  unlucky  defender,  the  mere  sight 
of  her  hustling  down  the  field  began  to 
scare  several  Juniors  into  faking  concus¬ 
sions.  Along  with  Jamilyah  Richardson’s 
(I)  touchdown,  however,  the  Seniors 
just  didn’t  have  enough  to  get  the  win. 
The  Juniors’  air  attack  was  seemingly 
unstoppable,  with  the  exception  of  a  key 
interception  by  Sarah  Flink  (I).  Like  a 


LIZ  O'BRIEN  (I),  LIDIA  KONOMI  (I),  SVETLANA 


time  ever,  this  defense  was  ineffective 
and  detrimental  to  the  scoreboard  for 
the  Seniors.  Roche  calmly  kept  her  poise 
and  completed  a  nice  pass  to  offensive  ex¬ 
traordinaire  Demezieux,  who  did  the  rest 
of  the  work,  as  she  easily  ran  into  the  end 
zone  untouched.  The  Seniors  responded 
though,  with  a  nice  Lorraine  McElligott 
(I)  run  down  the  sideline.  At  first  glance, 
it  seemed  like  a  30-yard  touchdown  run, 
but  after  the  refs  reviewed  the  play,  it  was 
overturned.  Apparently  McElligott  slipped 
out  of  bounds  early  in  her  run,  negating 
the  would-be  tying 
score. 

The  Class  of 
2008  defense  took 
advantage  of  this 
questionable  call, 
denying  the  Seniors 
a  return  trip  to  the 
end  zone.  Some  say 
the  game  ended  soon 
after  with  a  victory 
and  that  history  was 
made  by  the  Juniors 
with  a  3-2  win,  al¬ 
lowing  the  under¬ 
classmen  to  win  this 
VIROVTSEVA  (I)  pout,  annual  showdown  for 


true  champion,  Junior  quarterback  Roche 
picked  apart  the  tight  zone  defense  of 
the  Seniors.  Her  precision  passing  was 
impressive  and  effective.  She  threaded  the 
needle  multiple  times,  completing  passes 
to  seemingly  unopen  receivers.  She  was 
even  able  to  withstand  the  tough  pres¬ 
sure  power-blitzing  the  Senior  coaching 
staff  threw  at  her.  In  fact,  on  one  play, 
the  Seniors  threw  the  “Blazing  Saddles” 
defense,  an  all-out  blitz.  For  the  first 


the  first  time  in  five  years.  The  truth, 
however,  is  that  after  suffering  from  a 
concussion  earlier  that  week,  my  memory 
comes  and  goes.  The  world  may  never 
know  what  really  happened  on  that  wet 
November  afternoon.  The  way  I  see  it, 
all  the  girls  from  the  Classes  of  2007  and 
2008  are  winners  just  for  going  out  there 
and  playing  hard.  After  all,  when  it  comes 
down  to  it,  we  are  all  on  the  same  team. 
Go  Wolfpack! 


New  Look,  B's  Hope  to  Improve 


By  Jamal  Ahmed,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Most  people  have  not  been  paying 
attention,  but  the  hockey  season  has 
started,  and  the  Boston  Bruins  are  in 
the  same  position  as  they  were  last  year. 
They  finished  the  2005-200 6  season  in 
13th  place  in  the  Eastern  Conference 
and  26th  overall  in  the  National  Hockey 
League.  The  Bruins  didn't  want  to  spend 
the  season  rebuilding  a  once  dominant 
franchise  but  instead  tried  to  regain  cred¬ 
ibility  with  off  season  acquisitions  such 
as  defenseman  Paul  Mara,  defenseman 
Zdeno  Chara  and  center  Marc  Savard. 
Unfortunately,  things  didn't  work  out  the 
way  the  Bruins  had  hoped.  They  are  7-7-2 
and  in  13th  place  in  the  East.  They  have 
already  had  three  stretches  where  they 
have  lost  two  or  more  consecutive  games. 
Many  of  the  players  are  frustrated  with 
the  team,  but  Savard  still  has  hope.  After 
a  tough  6-4  loss  to  Toronto,  he  said,  “We 
have  to  stay  calm  and  patient  every  night, 
and  it  will  come,  but  we  can’t  give  up  five 
goals  every  night  and  expect  to  win.” 
The  last  part  of  his  quote  refers  to  the 
vulnerable  defensive  core  of  the  Bruins, 
which  has  allowed  54  goals  in  13  games, 
an  average  of  4.2  goals  per  game.  Boston’s 
head  coach,  Dave  Lewis,  attributes  the 
poor  defensive  play  to  “a  lack  of  emotion 
at  the  end  of  games.”  Another  reason  for 
the  weak  defense  is  the  loss  of  goalie 
Andrew  Raycroft,  the  2003-2004  rookie 
of  the  year.  He  allowed  2.05  GAA  (Goals 
Against  Average)  last  year  with  the  Bru¬ 
ins,  which  is  half  the  amount  of  goals 
allowed  this  year  by  the  combination  of 
Hannu  Toivonen  and  Tim  Thomas.  In 
order  to  make  up,  Boston  has  to  step  up 
its  offensive  play. 

Glen  Murray  leads  the  team  with 


eight  goals,  followed  by  RJ.  Axelsson, 
Savard,  and  Patrice  Bergeron,  each  of 
whom  have  five  goals.  Savard  leads  the 
team  in  total  points  (goals  plus  assists) 
with  twenty,  and  is  trailed  by  Brad  Boyes 
and  Bergeron.  As  an  offensive  unit, 
the  team 
has  scored 
a  total  of 
36  goals,  an 
average  of 
2.8  goals  per 
game.  It  is 
likely  that 
Boston’s 
subpar  re¬ 
cord  is  the 
result  of 
their  op¬ 
ponents 
outscoring 
them  by  an 
average  of 
1.4  goals  per 
game.  There 
have  been 
many  games 
this  season 
in  which 
the  Bruins 
have  given 
up  substan¬ 
tial  leads  in 
the  third  pe¬ 
riod.  Four  of 
them  have  resulted  in  losses  for  the  team 
with  two  coming  in  overtime.  Murray 
realizes  the  trouble  the  team  has  had 
holding  leads,  stating:  “Wins  have  been 
tough  to  come  by.  We’ve  had  trouble 
holding  leads  and  we  can’t  afford  to  give 
any  games  away.” 

He  said  this  in  reference  to  a  game 
against  Ottawa  when  the  team  was  able 


to  keep  its  composure  and  win  after  al¬ 
lowing  two  consecutive  goals  by  Chris 
Neal  in  the  second  and  third  periods. 
This  victory  came  at  home  in  the  TD 
Banknorth  Garden,  where  the  Bruins  are 
5-3-1.  Boston  is  one  of  the  top  home  teams 

in  the  East- 
ill  era  Confer 
ence,  but 
perhaps 
the  worst 
road  team, 
accumu¬ 
lating  only 
two  wins  in 
seven  road 
games. 
Boston 
fans  have 
high  expec¬ 
tations  for 
their  play¬ 
ers.  This 
was  most 
evident 
in  a  game 
against 
Montreal 
when  the 
fans  threw 
garbage 
onto  the 
Sice  after 
*  the  Bruins 
allowed  a 
tie-breaking  goal  at  the  end  of  the  game. 
Growing  fan  aggravation  is  evident  in  the 
average  attendance  number  of  13,500, 
which  is  among  the  lowest  in  the  league. 
The  Bruins’  early  playoff  chances  look 
very  grim,  not  only  because  of  their  re¬ 
cord,  but  also  because  they  are  scheduled 
to  face  the  top  teams  in  the  league  over 
the  next  three  weeks.  , 


TIM  THOMAS  LOOSES  SIGHT  OF  AN  ONCOMING  SHOT. 
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Spotlight 


Lorraine  McElligott 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


I  first  met  Lorraine  through  mutual 
friends  during  the  eighth  grade.  We  didn’t 
get  to  know  each  other  until  I  had  biol¬ 
ogy  with  her  and  I  started  managing  the 
girls’  basketball  team  in  the  ninth  grade. 
Ever  since,  we’ve  been  close,  sharing  our 
love  for  sports.  Lorraine  is  always  busy 
after  school  with  her  full  plate  of  athletics 
during  the  school  year.  She  is  a  triathlete, 
participating  on  the  soccer,  basketball  and 
softball  teams. 

Her  sports  roots  stem  back  to  the 
times  when  she  was  little,  always  looking 
up  to  her  athletic  older  brothers.  She  was 
impressed  by  her  brothers’  enthusiasm 
for  sports  and  instead  of  standing  on  the 
sidelines  watching  them,  she  decided 
that  she  too  wanted  to  get  in  on  the  ac¬ 
tion.  Following  in  her  brothers’  footsteps, 
Lorraine’s  very  first  sport  was  soccer  at 
the  age  of  three.  She  was  a  member  of 
Parkway  Youth  Soccer  until  age  16;  she  has 
also  played  on  the  Parkway  Girls  Travel 
Soccer  team  for  four  years  and  attended 
soccer  camps  during  most  of  her  summers. 
It  was  not  until  her  sophomore  year  that 
Lorraine  joined  the  BLS  team,  making  the 
cut  for  JV.  She  was  promoted  to  Varsity 
during  junior  year  and  continues  to  play 
forward  and  midfield  in  her  senior  year. 

At  age  five,  Lorraine  began  playing 
baseball.  She  started  out  in  Instructional 
League  and  worked  her  way  up  the  ranks 
to  the  Major  Leagues  (and  yes,  she  was  the 
only  girl  on  her  all-boys  team).  She  also 
happened  to  be  the  first  girl  to  hit  the  ball 
out  of  the  park.  It  was  not  until  seventh 
grade  that  Lorraine  switched  to  softball 
in  order  to  play  the  sport  for  the  Latin 
team.  She  was  a  member  of  Parkway  Girls 
Softball  and  Parkway  Baseball  teams  and 
was  named  to  the  All-Star  team  for  three 
consecutive  years.  She  now  participates 
in  the  Norfolk  Traveling  Softball  League. 
Lorraine  joined  the  Latin  ranks  in  the 
eighth  grade,  landing  a  spot  on  the  JV 
team.  It  was  not  until  her  sophomore  year 
that  she  made  it  to  Varsity  and  since  then 
has  earned  herself  the  title  of  co-captain 
for  the  upcoming  senior  season. 

Lorraine  was  a  part  of  the  West 
Roxbury  Basketball  League  until  ninth 
grade.  She  tried  out  for  the  Latin  basket- 
ball  team  in  the  eighth  grade  and  made 
it  to  the  freshman  team.  Lorraine  was 
promoted  to  JV  in  her  sophomore  year 
and  also  played  on  JV  in  her  junior  year. 
I  have  watched  some  of  her  games,  and 
she  is  a  speed  demon  on  the  court,  always 
beating  people  to  the  punch  and  helping 
the  defense.  Not  only  does  she  take  the 
game  seriously,  but  she  can  be  goofy  and 
make  the  game  fun  on  the  sidelines.  For 
senior  season,  she  is  hoping  to  make  it  on 
the  Varsity  squad. 

Though  she  has  a  busy  schedule, 
she  always  finds  time  to  hang  out  with 
her  friends.“She’s  an  amazing  friend  and 
she’d  drop  everything  to  be  there  for  you 
whenever  you  need  her,”  says  Emily  Cun¬ 
ningham  (I).  With  all  of  Lorraine’s  pas¬ 
sion,  drive,  determination  and  of  course 
humor,  there  is  no  doubt  that  she  will  go 
far  in  the  future. 
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The  Passing  of  a  Celtics  Legend 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


It  was  a  dank,  dreary  April  evening 
and  the  Red  Sox  were  in  town.  It  would 
have  been  nice  to  see  the  Old  Towne 
Team  play,  but  ticket  prices  were  through 
the  roof,  so  I  did  what  many  others  have 
done  in  this  sports-rich  city.  I  settled 
for  tickets  to  a  slightly  cheaper  Celtics 
game  at  the  Garden  to  see  the  supposed 
run-and-gun  “baby”  C’s  play  the  eventual 
Atlantic  Division  winner  New  Jersey  Nets. 
I,  along  with  some  friends,  staked  out  a 
seat  in  the  balcony,  and  took  in  pre-game 
ceremonies,  while  the  Celtics  mascot, 
Lucky,  bounced  off  trampolines  on  the 
court  below.  Then,  as  the  game  was  about 
to  get  underway,  the  Celtics  PA  system 
kicked  in,  and  directed  everybody’s  at¬ 
tention  courtside,  just  behind  the  farend 
basket  from  where  I  was  sitting.  The  PA 
man  announced  that  the  18,624  fans  in 
attendance  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
at  hand  for  the  presentation  of  the  very 
first  “Red  Auerbach  Award,”  an  honor  be¬ 
stowed  upon  a  current  player  selected  by 
the  legend  himself,  who  best  exemplifies 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  what  it  takes  to 
be  a  Boston  Celtic. 

What  I  did  not  know  was  that  Au¬ 
erbach,  whose  own  health  had  recently 
declined,  had  traveled  all  the  way  up  from 
his  Washington,  D.C.  home  to  Boston  in 
order  to  personally  present  the  award.  Au¬ 
erbach  picked  favorite  Paul  Pierce  as  the 
recipient  and  before  Pierce  spoke  to  the 
crowd,  Auerbach  was  handed  the  mic.  The 
wheelchairbound  Auerbach  had  clearly 
been  weakened  by  his  recent  bout  of  ill¬ 
ness,  but  his  voice  still  contained  hints 
of  the  booming  clarity  for  which  he  had 
been  so  well  known  for.  He  congratulated 
Pierce,  graciously  thanked  the  crowd  and 
said  it  was  an  honor  to  have  the  award  in 
his  namesake.  In  the  57  years  with  the 
Boston  Celtics  franchise  of  which  he's 
embodied  in  so  many  ways,  Auerbach  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Celtic  fans  one  last  time  for 
the  ages.  Being  at  Red  Auerbach’s  final 
game  is  an  experience  I  will  never  forget, 
a  cherished  memory  that  will  be  with  me 
for  many  years  to  come.  On  that  night, 
unfortunately,  the  Nets  were  clearly  the 
superior  team,  and  just  six  months  later, 


four  days  before  the  start  of  another  Celt' 
ics  season  opener,  Auerbach  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  89. 

After  reading  a  slew  of  obituaries 
and  tributes  about  the  man  and  legend 
that  is  Red  Auerbach,  it's  tough  to  say 
something  about  him  that  hasn't  been 
mentioned  already  in  meticulous  detail. 
To  sum  it  all  up,  let’s  just  say  that  this 
person  has  been  to  many  places,  and  ac¬ 
complished  and  seen  many  things.  He  was 
born  in  1917  in  Brooklyn,  New  "York,  and 
throughout  his  life,  he  has  always  carried 
with  him  that  familiar  New  York  accent. 
He  graduated  from  George  Washington 
University  in  D.C.  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  Education  (in  simple  terms, 
he  majored  in  becoming  a  gym  teacher). 
He  drifted  through  a  number  of  coaching 


jobs  and  other  occupations  after  college, 
including  stateside  service  with  the  US 
Navy  during  World  War  II.  Then  a  rogue 
league  called  the  National  Basketball  As¬ 
sociation  (NBA)  set  up  shop  in  D.C.  and 
commenced  looking  for  a  head  coach. 
Auerbach  was  hired,  and  guided  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Capitols  through  three  successful 
seasons  with  a  combined  record  of  115-53. 
Auerbach  had  a  financial  dispute  with  the 
club,  and  left  to  pursue  other  coaching 
openings.  Duke  University  came  to  Auer 
bach  with  open  arms,  but  after  an  original 
agreement  with  the  college,  Auerbach 
changed  his  mind  when  another  profes¬ 
sional  job  opened  up  with  the  NBA’s  Tri- 
Cities  Blackhawks.  The  experience  didn’t 
proceed  as  smoothly  as  planned,  since  the 
Blackhawks  finished  28-29,  the  lone  season 


Auerbach  finished  under  .500  throughout 
his  entire  20-year  NBA  coaching  career. 
In  1950,  the  Boston  Celtics  had  still  not 
attained  a  winning  season  since  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  the  NBA  four  years  before,  and, 
in  desperation,  named  Auerbach  (who  had 
left  the  miserable  Tri-Cities  team)  head 
coach  of  a  clueless  squad  in  dire  need  of 
leadership  and  discipline.  The  rest,  as  we 
all  know,  is  history. 

Auerbach’s  impact  was  immediately 
felt,  as  he  directed  the  Celtics  to  a  39-30 
record,  and  their  first-ever  playoff  appear 
ance.  Seven  years  later,  the  Celtics  beat 
the  St.  Louis  Hawks  in  a  Game  7  double¬ 
overtime  thriller  to  win  the  NBA  title  and 
begin  a  stretch  of  ten  years,  of  which  the 
Celtics  would  triumph  an  unprecedented 
nine  times  for  the  championship.  Auer 
bach  would  do  so  by  drafting  the  likes  of 
Bill  Russell  and  John  Havlicek,  and  bring¬ 
ing  confidence  (lighting  his  cigar  at  the 
end  of  blowout  games  became  his  classic 
trademark  of  victory),  brashness  and  pro¬ 
fessionalism  to  a  once-bankrupt  franchise 
that  was  on  the  verge  of  folding  before 
Auerbach  arrived  on  the  scene.  Following 
his  retirement  in  1966,  Auerbach  prevailed 
six  additional  times  as  general  manager  and 
once  more  as  team  president  in  1985-86. 

The  deterioration  of  the  Boston 
Celtics  franchise  has  taken  its  toll  on  fans 
that  followed  the  team’s  success  citywide, 
nationwide  and  worldwide.  With  the  ar 
rival  of  Rick  Pitino  in  1997,  Auerbach  was 
stripped  of  his  franchise  president  posi¬ 
tion,  but  shortly  after  Pitino  resigned  in 
2001,  his  honorary  title  and  duties  were 
restored.  Auerbach  since  has  watched  in 
frustration  as  the  Celtics  have,  year  in  and 
year  out,  continued  to  fail  on  a  regular  ba¬ 
sis.  When  Auerbach  was  approached  about 
the  idea  of  a  cheerleading  team,  consider 
ing  Boston  was  the  last  remaining  NBA 
team  without  one,  he  shot  down  the  idea, 
and  in  private  remarked  the  Celtics  would 
have  one  “over  his  dead  body”  Opening 
Night  was  dedicated  to  Auerbach,  but 
the  Celtics  couldn’t  pull  out  a  win,  losing 
91-87  to  the  New  Orleans/Oklahoma  City 
Hornets.  Two  nights  later,  cheerleaders 
graced  the  famed  parquet  of  the  new 
Garden,  marking  the  end  of  one  era  and 
the  beginning  of  another  for  a  franchise 
missing  its  great  leader. 


College  Football  Heading  Down  the  Stretch 


By  Ryan  Banci,  I 

Staff  Writer 

With  college  football  approaching 
season’s  end,  some  teams  are  left  wonder 
ing  what  could  have  happened,  while  oth¬ 
ers  are  still  feeling  the  heat  to  finish  the 
year  strong.  Rutgers’  win  over  Louisville 
on  November  9  in  New  Jersey  marked 
the  first  win  for  the  school  over  a  ranked 
opponent  since  1988.  It  also  marked  the 
first  of  many  big  outcomes  in  that  college 
football  week  that  would  change  the  Bowl 
Championship  Series  picture.  Following 
the  defeat  of  third-placed  Louisville  came 
the  toppling  of  fifth-placed  Texas  and  of 
freshman  quarterback  Colt  McCoy  to 
Kansas  State.  Also,  Top  Ten  teams  Auburn 
and  California  lost  their  chances  for  a 
BCS  title  with  losses  to  Georgia  and  Ari¬ 
zona,  respectively.  With  the  drop  of  four 
top-ranked  teams  came  the  rising  of  the 
undefeated  Rutgers’  Scarlet  Knights  to 
sixth  position  in  the  BCS  standings. 

Along  with  Rutgers,  fellow  Big  East 
teams  West  Virginia  and  Louisville  join  the 
Scarlet  Knights  with  spots  in  the  Top  Ten. 
A  division  that  was  ruled  out  as  a  football 
powerhouse  when  the  strongest  Big  East 


lege  and  Miami — left  to  join  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Conference,  has  made  a  comeback. 
The  Big  East  has  shown  that  they  are  a 
premier  college 

football  confer  '  jfL  «  •! 

ence  by  provid-  L  ’ 

ing  clutch  wins 
against  top- 
ranked  teams. 

Also,  it  has  an¬ 
other  big  game 
upcoming  with 
West  Virginia 
hosting  Rut¬ 
gers,  in  a  game 
that  could  pro¬ 
pel  the  Scarlet 
Knights  to  a 
chance  for  the 
BCS  title. 

Rutgers 
is  not  the  only 
team  mak¬ 
ing  headlines, 
though,  as  the 
most  highly  an¬ 
ticipated  col¬ 
lege  game  all  season  is  near  with  second- 
placed  Michigan  playing  at  first-placed 

Ohio  State.  The  winner  will  get  to  play 
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in  the  BCS  title  game,  yet  the  loser  may 
still  have  a  chance  to  play  because  these 
two  teams  are  so  deep  and  strong.  Al¬ 
though  both 
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....  teams  are  a 
cut  above 
the  rest,  they 
**  shouldn't 

sfgg 

play  in  a 

,»  J:|  ’  rematch  in 

the  BCS 

title  game. 

Rather,  that 

opportunity 

should  go 

to  another 

team  like  an 

undefeated 

Rutgers,  or 

a  one-loss 

Florida  or 

USC.  Other 

teams  who 

have  a  shot 

at  a  BCS 

title  with 

key  losses 

include  top-ranked  Arkansas,  led  by 

Heisman  candidate  running  back  Dar 

ren  McFadden,  who  ran  for  i8j  yards  and . 
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TROY  SMITH  SCRAMBLES  HIS  WAY  TO  THE  HEISMAN. 


three  touchdowns  against  Tennessee. 
Not  only  is  he  a  great  running  back,  but 
the  Arkansas  Razorbacks  have  shown 
they  are  not  afraid  to  use  him  on  passing 
trick  plays  as  well.  Florida,  led  by  the  QB 
tandem  of  Chris  Leak  and  Tim  Tebow, 
also  have  a  chance,  but  the  rising  USC 
Trojans  have  the  best  shot  if  they  can 
survive  their  tough  remaining  schedule 
with  games  against  California,  Notre 
Dame  and  UCLA. 

Last  week  it  was  Louisville  vs.  Rut¬ 
gers,  this  week  it's  Ohio  vs.  Michigan  and 
there  are  surely  more  to  follow.  College 
football  always  gives  its  fans  big  games  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  as  the  top  teams 
feel  the  pressure  to  win  and  bring  their 
programs  to  a  BCS  title  game  as  other 
teams  scrap  it  out  to  make  it  to  other  mi¬ 
nor  bowl  games.  Indeed,  the  bowl  game, 
like  a  championship,  is  the  deciding  factor 
in  whether  a  team’s  season  is  a  success  or 
not.  Although  there  is  only  one  national 
champion — the  winner  of  the  BCS  title 
game — there  are  three  other  BCS  bowl 
games  and  many  other  minor  bowl  games 
in  which  teams  can  win  big-both  in  terms 
of  national  recognition  and  financial 
means—  for  their  college  programs.  Stay 

.  tuned  for  more  intense  action.. 
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Young  C's  Have  Lots  to  Learn 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


November  1  marked  the  beginning 
of  the  61st  season  in  Boston  Celtics  fran¬ 
chise  history,  and  the  commencement  of 
the  Celtics’  third  consecutive  losing 
season.  It  is  true  that  this  pessimistic 
prediction  may  be  a  bit  premature; 
however,  I  believe  it's  something  that 
we  as  lifelong  devout  Celtics  fans  must 
accept  as  truth.  I  am  a  perennial  opti¬ 
mist  when  it  comes  to  the  Celtics,  and 
have  endured  numerous  arguments 
with  friends  in  defense  of  my  beloved 
Danny  Ainge-led  Celts.  After  three 
straight  seasons  in  defense  of  the  C’s, 
however,  by  way  of  the  “growth  and 
developmental  stage  of  our  young  and 
talented  players”  argument,  I  have  run 
out  of  faith,  energy  and  hope  for  this 
team.  This  squad  isn't  going  to  win, 
and  it  pains  me  to  admit  it.  Something 
is  simply  missing,  whether  it's  team 
chemistry,  coaching  or  a  solid  point 
guard,  and  these  answers  aren't  going 
to  come  anytime  soon  either,  even  with 
the  luck  of  our  trusty  mascot. 

The  number  one  problem  with 
2006-2007  Boston  Celtics  is  their 
complete  lack  of  team  chemistry.  This 
problem  is  the  most  understandable  of 
all,  and  hardest  to  blame  the  players 
for.  The  Celtics  are  a  constant  work 
in  progress,  and  this  guilt  can  be  laid 
solely  upon  the  shoulders  of  president 
of  basketball  operations,  Danny  Ainge. 
Ainge  has  yet  to  develop  a  solid  core  set 
of  players,  and  the  only  way  he  seems  to 
think  he  can  solve  this  problem  is  by  add¬ 
ing  more  players  to  the  team;  this  strategy 
only  compounds  the  problem.  Ainge,  in 
the  off-season,  added  the  likes  of  Sebas¬ 


tian  Telfair  and  Theo  Ratliff,  and  one  year 
ago,  brought  in  Brian  Scalabrine,  Michael 
Olowokandi  and  Wally  Szczerbiak.  The 
acquisitions  of  Telfair  and  Ratliff  seemed 
to  be  quality  signings,  but  neither  has 
paid  off,  with  Telfair  getting  into  off-court 


in  line,  still  hasn't  met  the  expectations 
of  a  former  No.  1  overall  draft  pick.  Fi¬ 
nally  Szczerbiak,  who  is  the  only  quality 
addition,  averaging  a  very  solid  20  plus 
points  per  game,  is  too  soft  to  even  play 
consecutive  games  without  succumbing 
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DOC  RIVERS  LOOKS  FOR  ANSWERS,  AS  DO  HIS  CELTICS. 


issues  and  having  trouble  staying  on  the 
floor  due  to  various  medical  issues,  and 
Ratliff  being  too  old  to  log  enough  min¬ 
utes  to  actually  make  a  difference.  As  for 
Scalabrine,  quite  possibly  one  the  worst 
signings  in  Celtics  history,  the  only  thing 
he's  good  for  is  waving  his  towel  on  the 
bench.  Olowokandi,  even  after  a  valiant 
off-season  effort  to  get  his  career  back 


to  the  injury  bug.  This  constant  shaking 
up  of  the  lineup,  especially  that  of  the 
starting  five,  which  began  the  season  in 
five  different  variations,  doesn't  help  a 
struggling  team  get  its  act  together,  and 
needs  to  be  stopped. 

Another  complaint  I  have  with  this 
year’s  Celts  is  the  coaching.  Doc  Rivers 
just  hasn't  gotten  the  job  done,  in  any 


shape  or  form.  I  especially  disagree  with 
his  substitution  and  lineup  methods.  Whv 
does  he  refuse  to  play  A1  Jefferson?  He  is 
arguably  the  Celtics’  lone  hope  at  becom¬ 
ing  a  contender.  Every  dominating  team 
has  a  low  post  player:  the  L.A.Clippers  (El¬ 
ton  Brand);  San  Antonio  Spurs  (Tim  Dun- 
I  can);  Miami  Heat  (Shaquille  O’NeaP; 
I  Phoenix  Suns  (Amare  Stoudamire);  and 
I  the  list  continues.  The  Celtics  need  that 
I  dominant  post  player,  which  could  come 
j  in  the  form  of  A1  Jefferson,  if  he  just  got 
j  the  chance  to  prove  his  ability!  I  would 
i  also  like  to  see  more  of  Gerald  Green, 
j  who  could  spell  the  often  overworked 
j  Paul  Pierce  or  Szczerbiak.  My  final 
)  complaint  is  the  Celtics’  need  for  a  solid 
j  point  guard,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
j  that  player  is  going  to  be  Telfair.  When 
;•  I  say  “solid,”  I  mean  a  ball  handler  who 
s  thinks  “pass  first”  and  can  run  a  team, 
1  especially  late  in  the  game.  When  think¬ 
ing  back  to  the  proposed  deal  Ainge  had 
on  the  table,  Pierce  for  Chris  Paul,  I 
might  reconsider  A  inge’s  previous  decr 
;  sion  in  not  taking  the  offer,  because  the 
Celtics  could  be  a  very  different  team 
with  the  dynamic  Paul  at  its  helm. 

Anyway,  I  have  babbied  enough. 
The  Celtics  have  so  much  work  to  do; 
it  depresses  me  to  think  about  it.  I 
yearn  for  the  days  of  the  recent  past, 
with  teams  of  winning  records  and 
first  round  playoff  victories,  and  cannot 
imagine  the  heartache  of  those  who 
witnessed  the  dominance  of  the  1980s, 
and  even  farther  back  with  that  of  the 
1960s.  There  is  a  time  when  a  fan  can  no 
longer  continue  to  be  disappointed,  and  I 
guess  that  time  for  me  is  now.  I  still  hope, 
however,  in  the  back  of  my  mind  that  the 
Green  and  White  will  prove  me  wrong  and 
teach  me  a  lesson  in  faith. 


Brady,  Pats'  Integrity  Tested  in  AFC  East 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Staff  Writer 


All  is  not  well  in  Foxborough.  Our 
beloved  Pats  have  lost  two  games  in  a  row 
for  the  first  time  since  2002  (when  I  was  a 
fivesie!);  they  have  gone  57  games  without 
consecutive  losses.  Both  of  these  defeats, 
to  the  Indianapolis  Colts  and  the  New 
York  Jets,  have  hit  New  England  hard,  as 
they  have  exposed  the  weaknesses  of  the 
team  and  shown  that  these  Patriots  are  no 
longer  invincible. 

The  cold  handshake  between  Coach 
Bill  Belichick  and  Coach  Eric  Mangini 
iced  the  cake  on  the  17-14  win  for  the  Jets, 
which  has  transformed  the  AFC  East  into 
a  tighter  and  more  interesting  race  than 
before.  Many  had  projected  that  the  Pats 
would  run  away  with  the  division  crown; 
this  loss,  however,  cut  the  Patriots’  divi¬ 
sion  lead  to  a  single  game.  It  was  a  sloppy 
contest,  literally,  and  the  Jets  played  bet¬ 
ter,  plain  and  simple,  and  executed  more 
effectively  than  the  Pats.  The  Jets  were 
up  17-6  until  late  in  the  game  when  the 
Pats  quickly  scored  with  4:14  left,  driving 
69  yards  in  32  seconds.  After  converting 
the  extra  point,  the  score  was  17-14,  and 
the  Pats  were  able  to  get  the  ball  back 
with  1:08  left  and  no  timeouts  remaining. 
Standing  on  the  Jets’  43-yard  line  with  nine 
seconds  left,  Tom  Brady  wanted  to  hit  a 
receiver  near  the  sideline  in  order  to  get  a 
field  goal  opportunity  with  enough  time 
left  on  the  play  clock.  He  was  hit,  however, 
by  Shaun  Ellis,  fumbling  the  ball  to  end 
the  game.  The  Patriots  lost  to  an  inferior 
team,  once  again  committing  many  turn¬ 
overs  and  failing  to  play  fundamentally 
sound  football. 

The  Patriots  now  stand  at  6-3,  with 


a  4-1  record  in  the  AFC  East.  We  can 
look  at  their  successes  so  far.  They  have 
beaten  the  New  York  Jets  (in  their  first 
meeting),  Miami  Dol¬ 
phins,  Cincinnati  Bengals, 

Minnesota  Vikings  and 
the  Buffalo  Bills  (twice). 

They  have  looked  great 
at  times,  as  they  abso¬ 
lutely  spanked  Cincinnati, 
who  were  considered  by 
many  to  be  a  Super  Bowl 
contender,  by  a  score  of 
38-13.  They  also  put  up 
31  points  on  the  Vikings, 
who  had  the  top-ranked 
rush  defense  last  year. 

The  balanced  running  at¬ 
tack  of  Laurence  Maroney 
and  Corey  Dillon  also 
gives  New  England  a  good 
mix  of  speed  and  grace 
with  power  and  strength. 

Brady  has  also  looked  like 
Moses  at  times,  leading 
his  array  of  no-name  re¬ 
ceivers  to  the  Promised 
Land.  Is  it  just  me,  or  does 
a  commentator  (be  it  A1 
Michaels  or  Phil  Simms) 
remark  in  every  game  that 
Brady  is  great  at  spreading 
the  ball  around  to  so  many 
different  receivers?  It's  the 
truth,  as  he's  made  house¬ 
hold  names  of  Reche  “Bug 
Eyes”  Caldwell  and  Doug 
“Look  at  those  Dreads” 

Gabriel.  The  defense  can 
also  be  given  a  lot  of  credit, 
as  it  has  forced  other  offenses  to  earn  their 
points.  Until  the  Indy  game,  it  hadn't  given 


up  more  than  17  points  a  game.  After  all, 
we  are  talking  about  a  defense  that  had  to 
go  out  and  unretire  a  player  to  play  starting 


inside  linebacker  (Junior  Seau).  Finally,  we 
have  Belichick,  the  man  who  could  prob¬ 
ably  nm  for  governor  of  Massachusetts 


and  win. 

There  are,  however,  negative  quali¬ 
ties  here.  The  Pats  have  won  against  rela¬ 
tively  weak  teams.  All  the  AFC 
East  teams  are  beatable,  and 
Cincinnati  has  no  consistent 
defense,  while  Minnesota 
has  no  real  offense.  Once 
the  Pats  played  really  top 
tier  teams  (Indy  and  Den¬ 
ver),  they  lost.  The  past  two 
games,  the  Pats  committed 
eight  turnovers  and  many 
penalties.  On  defense,  they 
have  a  depleted  secondary 
which  was  picked  apart  by 
Peyton  Manning,  and  that 
had  no  Rodney  Harrison  or 
Eugene  Wilson  for  the  Jets 
game.  On  offense,  the  Pats 
clearly  have  no  number  one 
receiver,  which  hurts  Brady. 
It  helps  a  quarterback  to 
have  a  go-to  guy  that  he 
can  trust  in  the  red  zone, 
like  Marvin  Harrison  is  for 
Manning. 

Overall,  the  Pats’  real 
test  will  come  on  November 
26  when  they  play  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Bears,  who  are  arguably 
the  most  balanced  team 
in  football.  How  the  Pats 
s  handle  that  game  will  deter 
2  mine  how  good  they  really 
o  are.  Until  then,  we  New  Eng¬ 
s’  landers  have  to  sit  here  and 
£  ponder  how  Belichick  will 
exact  his  revenge  on  Peyton 
Manning,  football’s  equivalent 
of  Alex  Rodriguez  (big  stats,  bad  perfor 
mances  in  clutch),  in  the  playoffs. 
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Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


The  Crossword  of  Spectacular  Proportions 


2.  Borat’s  Identity. 

4.  40th  President  of  America. 

6.  Happy  Gilmore. 

8.  Founder  of  Wal-Mart. 

11.  Hero  of  "Paradise  lost.’’ 

13.  Study  of  bugs. 

15.  Capital  of  Belarus. 

17.  A  GROUP  OF  KANGAROOS. 

20.  COMMON  WINTER  ILLNESS. 

21.  Famous  backpack  brand. 

22.  US  Senator  from  Illinois. 

23.  Popular  Energy  drink. 

24.  “A  passage  to  India”  author. 

26.  Film  with  Dancing  Penguins. 

29.  denounced  Planet. 

30.  YO-YO  MA’S  INSTRUMENT. 

33.  where  are  shrimps’  hearts? 

35.  German  ghost. 

36.  Owner  of  YouTube. 

37.  “YOU  MUST  BE  THE  CHANGE  YOU 
WISH  TO  SEE  IN  THE  WORLD.” 

38.  AUTHOR  OF  NOVEL  SCHINDLER’S  LIST. 

39.  Britney  Spear’s  Ex  Hubby. 


UfaOJL 

I.  Villian  in  Aladdin. 

3.  Microsoft’s  new  MP3  player. 

5.  “Booyakasha!” 

7.  America’s  Most  Wanted  host. 

9.  Spanish  hat. 

10.  flava  Flav’s  sitcom. 

II.  Author  of  “Modest  Proposal.” 
12.  Sign  for  September  24  - 
October  23. 

14. 1991  Peter  Pan  Sequel. 

16.  lt.  governor  Elect. 

18.  Type  of  pink 

19.  “Old  Pretender." 

24.  ACTOR  IN  “STRANGER  THAN 
FICTION." 

25.  UPCOMING  BLS  THEATER 
PRODUCTION. 

27.  LOW  BRASS  INSTRUMENT. 

28.  THE  WINDY  CITY. 

29.  A  GROUP  OF  WHALES. 

30.  NEW  WB. 

31.  Parody  of  Ridin’  Dirty, 

white  and _ . 

32.  COUNTRY  OF  TOMKAT’S  WEDDING. 
34.  “Saving  Private 
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Students  Barred  from  Mock  Trial 


Smith  in  Pursuit 
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By  Linda  Zheng 

News  Editor 


On  December  14,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bar  Association  (MBA)  confirmed 
their  decision  to  bar  all  students  under 
the  ninth  grade  from  competing  in  the 
Mock  Trial  Program,  despite  objections 
raised  by  the  Boston  Latin  School.  The 
rule  in  dispute,  officially  known  as  Mock 
Trial  Tournament  Rule  2.1,  was  added  to 
this  year’s  casebook  under  regulations 
for  team  composition.  It  states,  “All 
high  school  students,  grades  9-12  or  its 
equivalent,  are  eligible  to  participate  in 
the  Mock  Trial  program.”  The  Mock  Trial 
Committee  had  clarified  the  wording  on 
November  9  by  posting  on  the  official 
website  that  “only  high  school  students, 
9-12  grade  or  its  equivalent”  may  compete 
in  trial  enactments. 

In  previous  years,  no  rule  has  existed 
to  limit  the  teams  to  only  high  school 
students.  Since  the  founding  of  the  annual 
MBA-organized  program  in  1987,  the  BLS 
team  has  participated,  often  with  younger 
students  among  its  ranks.  In  the  first  year 
that  Latin  School  participated  in  the  com¬ 
petition,  it  defeated  several  other  schools 
in  the  state  to  capture  the  championship 
title.  Boston  Latin  lost  the  title  the  next 
year,  but  recaptured  it  recently  in  2006;  it 
is  the  current  deferring  champion. 

Attorney  Michael  Tumposky,  one 
of  the  two  coaches  for  the  Latin  School 
team,  wrote  to  the  Committee  twice 


in  hopes  of  amending  Rule  2.1.  “It  was 
enacted  without  any  advance  notice  at 
all,”  he  said.  “We’d  already  comprised 
a  team  with  two  eighth  grade  students 
without  knowing  they 
would  not  be  able 
to  compete.”  In  his 
November  15  email 
to  the  Committee, 

Mr.  Tumposky  cited 
Rules  51  and  53  from 
the  Massachusetts  In¬ 
terscholastic  Athletic 
Association  (MIAA) 
handbook  detailing 
conditions  for  eligi¬ 
bility  to  participate  in 
competitions,  specifi¬ 
cally  those  for  middle 
school  age  students. 

These  regulations 
were  established  by 
the  Massachusetts 
Secondary  School 
Principals  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  are  practiced 
by  all  public  schools 
in  the  state. 

“A  school  would 
be  in  violation  of 
these  rules  if  it  denied  a  seventh  or  eighth 
grader  the  opportunity  to  compete  simply 
because  of  his  grade  level,”  Mr.  Tumposky 
wrote.  “So  long  as  the  student  is  ‘duly 
enrolled  in  that  school,... a  candidate  for 
that  school’s  diploma,  subject  to  the  ju¬ 


risdiction  of  that  school’s  principal. ..and 
under  the  supervision  of  that  school’s 
principal...’  he  or  she  can  compete  just  as 
any  ninth  through  twelfth  grade  student 

can.  The  sev¬ 
enth  and  eighth 
grade  students 
at  Boston  Lat¬ 
in  School  meet 
all  of  those  re¬ 
quirements.” 

The  Com¬ 
mittee  wrote 
back  express¬ 
ing  its  decision 
to  uphold  Rule 
2.1,  highlight¬ 
ing  the  Novem¬ 
ber  9  update  as 
posted.  “This 
represents  the 
final  decision  of 
the  Mock  Trial 
Committee  and 
they  now  con¬ 
sider  this  inqui¬ 
ry  closed,”  the 
email  stated. 

Mr.  Mal¬ 
colm  Flynn, 
Assistant  Head  Master  at  Latin  School, 
did  not  agree.  As  coach  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School  Chess  Team  in  1978,  he  had 
faced  a  similar  situation.  At  a  tournament 
held  that  year,  the  director  had  refused  to 
let  one  of  his  players,  an  eighth  grade  stu¬ 


dent,  compete  with  the  team.  The  Latin 
School  team  decided  to  not  participate 
altogether  as  a  result,  and  appealed  to  the 
Massachusetts  Chess  Federation.  A  deci¬ 
sion  was  made  in  favor  of  the  school. 

This  time  around,  Mr.  Flynn  ap¬ 
pealed  to  Marilyn  Wellington,  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  MBA,  in  a  letter  that 
described  the  1978  incident  and  included 
attached  copies  of  Rules  51  and  53.  Ms. 
Wellington’s  reply  on  the  14  echoed  the 
email  sent  by  the  Committee:  “I  have 
reviewed  your  submitted  materials  and 
continue  to  support  the  decision  of  the 
MBA  Mock  Trial  Committee,  as  set  forth 
by  the  November  9,  2006  clarification  of 
Mock  Trial  Tournament  Rule  2.1...  This 
represents  the  final  decision  of  both  the 
Mock  Trial  Committee  and  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bar  Association  and  the  matter 
is  considered  closed.” 

The  Boston  Latin  School  Mock 
Trial  team,  however,  along  with  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  plans  to  pursue  this  matter 
further.  “It  seems  completely  arbitrary; 
there’s  never  been  an  explanation  given  by 
the  Mass  Bar  that  provided  any  relevant 
justification  for  the  rule,”  Mr.  Tumposky 
said.  Attorney-coach  Lauren  McDonough 
added,  “It’s  unfortunate  because  we  have 
some  very  talented  eighth  graders  on  the 
team  who  would  have  done  an  excellent 
job  this  year.”  Boston  Latin  School  looks 
to  contacting  other  schools  in  the  state 
that  may  be  affected  by  this  rule  to  join 
the  effort  to  amend  the  decision. 
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Division  in  Ski  Trips  Info.  Disconnect 


By  Claudia  Tenen,  I 
&  Gregory  Wong,  I 

News  Editor  and  Staff  Writer 


Racial  division  has  always  been  ta¬ 
boo  at  Boston  Latin  School.  This  season, 
two  student-organized  field  trips  have 
raised  questions  about  segregation,  even  if 
unintentional,  among  the  student  body 

When  Connie  Wong  (I)  was  chat¬ 
ting  with  Dan  Attridge  (I)  in  November, 
she  was  surprised  to  learn  about  a  ski  trip 
sponsored  by  Mr.  Richard  Izzo  that  had 
not  been  widely  publicized.  The  students 
with  a  signup  sheet  who  approached  At- 
tridge  during  their  conversation  “didn’t 
offer  an  invitation”  to  Wong,  she  recalls. 

Giselle  Eng  (I),  unaware  that  such  a 
trip  was  already  in  the  works,  had  simul¬ 
taneously  suggested  a  separate  excursion 
on  the  BLS  seniors’  forum  on  Facebook. 
Due  to  her  volunteer  work  with  Youth 
Enrichment  Services  (YES),  Eng  realized 
she  had  the  resources  to  organize  a  rela¬ 
tively  inexpensive  trip.  She  saw  it  as  an 
opportunity  to  connect  her  work  to  the 
school,  especially  since  she  had  “never 
done  anything  like  this  with  the  school 
community  before.” 

The  next  day,  Wong  informed  Eng 
about  the  existing  trip,  describing  the 
latter’s  as  “Asian”  in  conversation.  When 
Eng  asked  Wong  to  clarify  which  was  the 
“Asian”  one,  Wong  just  looked  at  her.  Then 
it  hit  her.  “I  was  like  oh,  right...  of  course 
I’m  the  Asian  one!” 

Eng  was  surprised  when  someone 
remarked  that  her  trip  was  “advocating 
for  the  minorities.” 


“I  was  like  whoa,  anyone  who  wants 
to  go  [can],”  Eng  explains.  She  also  did  not 
understand  why  the  other  excursion  was 
necessarily  “for  white  people.” 

“That  doesn’t  make  sense — yeah 
[the  organizer]  is  white,  and  her  friends 
are  white,  but  that  doesn’t  really  mean 
anything.”  The  head  coordinators  of  the 
group  supervised  by  Mr.  Izzo  declined  to 
be  interviewed. 

Eng  found  the  situation  a  little 
upsetting,  since  she  considers  herself  an 
advocate  for  eliminating  racial  tensions 
and  divisions.  “It’s  upsetting  to  see  that 
only  minorities  are  asking  me  [about  the 
trip],”  and  that  she  has  been  labeled  the 
“Asian/minority”  trip  coordinator,  she 
says. 

Last  year,  the  Class  of  2007  went 
through  a  similar  experience  with  two 
student-coordinated  trips  to  Canada. 
One  trip,  organized  by  Kenyatta  "Redd" 
Jennings  (I)  and  Jessica  Kauffman  (I),  was 
predominantly  African-American,  while 
the  other  trip  included  mainly  Cauca¬ 
sian  students.  Although,  as  one  student 
points  out,  “everyone  knew  [about  the 
two  trips],”  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
substantial  attempt  to  combine  the  two. 
Jennings  started  organizing  her  trip  but 
soon  realized  Frank  Crisostamo  (I)  was 
planning  a  second.  He  had  already  begun 
to  hand  out  fliers,  and  some  students 
from  Jennings’  group  decided  to  switch 
to  Crisostamo’s  trip,  as  “most  of  [their] 
friends  were  going  with  [him].” 

Division  in  Ski  Trips 

. Continued  on  page  2 


By  Ying  Wang,  II 
&  Amy  Walsh,  II 

EBA  &  Contributing  Writer 


At  Boston  Latin  School,  a  high 
school  of  considerable  size,  effective 
communication  can  be  hard  to  establish. 
Beginning  this  school  year,  the  concern 
over  communication  has  increased.  The 
school  website,  which  has  long  been  a 
reliable  source  of  communication,  is  no 
longer  providing  updated  news.  Upon 
discovering  the  daily  bulletin  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  posted  due  to  issues  with  computer 
programming,  many  parents  complained 
of  difficulties  in  receiving  news. 

Ms.  Catherine  Meany,  the  technical 
advisor  at  Boston  Latin,  has  attempted  to 
resolve  difficulties  with  posting  the  daily 
bulletin  on  the  website  by  contacting  its 
Internet  provider,  Superpage.  She  found 
that  the  multiple  technical  difficulties 
the  website  has  been  experiencing  result 
from  a  newer  version  of  programming 
language  that  replaced  the  previous  pro¬ 
gram  used. 

Even  if  the  technical  problems  are 
resolved,  however,  the  administration’s 
concerns  over  privacy  may  affect  just  how 
much  of  the  entire  daily  bulletin  will  be 
posted.  Some  parents  have  requested 
news  to  be  published  in  their  complete 
form,  including  students’  names  and  other 
related  personal  information,  as  it  appears 
on  the  paper  versions  of  the  bulletin 
passed  out  to  homerooms  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Ms.  Meany  and  Mr.  Malcolm  Flynn, 
however,  are  reluctant  to  do  thi?. 

“You  don’t  know  what  kind  of 


whack  job  is  out  there  these  days  look¬ 
ing  at  these  student  email  [addresses] 
-  or  student  names,”  said  Mr.  Flynn.  He 
believes  that  “the  notices  in  the  bulletins 
are  meant  for  students.  If  the  students  are 
interested,  let  them  follow  up  on  it.” 

Parents  have  another  channel 
through  which  to  obtain  information: 
the  BLS  parent  listserv.  The  listserv  is 
open  to  all  Latin  School  parents  and  sends 
important  announcements  to  them  via 
e-mail.  Some,  such  as  Mary  O’Brien,  a 
Boston  Public  School  teacher  and  mother 
of  a  Latin  School  senior,  view  the  listserv 
as  the  safer  alternative  to  the  website. 

In  the  past,  the  main  office  secre¬ 
tary,  Ms.  Christine  Feehily,  with  the  help 
of  a  group  of  parents,  scanned  and  then 
emailed  the  daily  bulletin  to  parents  each 
morning.  This  solution,  however,  was 
short-lived.  According  to  Ms.  Meany,  not 
only  is  the  task  too  exhausting,  the  large 
number  of  subscribers — at  least  730 — are 
not  all  in  favor  of  having  a  daily  bulletin 
sent  to  their  mailbox  every  day.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  as  the  administration  has  empha¬ 
sized,  the  bulletin  was  never  intended  to 
be  part  of  the  parent  listserv.  The  service 
is  instead  intended  for  special  announce¬ 
ments  such  as  emergency  notifications. 

Another  solution  proposed  to  im¬ 
prove  the  issue  of  communication  is  a 
periodic  newsletter.  “Parents  are  looking 
for  information,  and  a  document  such  as 
the  parents’  newsletter  would  be  better  at 
providing  that,”  suggested  Ms.  Meany. 
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Raises  Safety  Concern 


Fire  Alarm 


By  Xiaoli  Mi,  II 

Assistant  News  Editor 

In  the  morning  of  November  27, 
2006,  the  fire  alarm  went  off  at  the  end 
of  first  period  due  to  the  detection  of 
deodorant  spray  in  one  of  the  restrooms. 
Although  the  cause  of  the  fire  alarm  is 
innocuous,  Boston  Latin  School  neverthe¬ 
less  experienced  serious  problems  with 
the  evacuation  process,  raising  questions 
concerning  the  reinforcement  of  the  fire 


alarm  policy.  m 

Latin  School  is  required  to  prac¬ 
tice  fire  drills  several  times  throughout 
the  year  in  order  to  prepare  its  students 
for  situations  of  real  danger.  According 
to  protocol,  all  persons  are  to  leave  the 
building  within  four  minutes.  Students, 
however,  ran  into  several  difficulties  in 
attempting  to  evacuate  on  this  occasion, 
delaying  the  process  up  to  10  minutes  in 
certain  parts  of  the  school.  Several  classes 
on  the  third  floor  had  difficulty  moving 


down  the  stairs,  while  others  were  redi¬ 
rected  to  leave  via  unusual  exit  routes. 

On  the  morning  of  November  27, 
2006,  the  fire  alarm  went  off  at  the  end 
of  first  period  due  to  the  detection  of 
deodorant  spray  in  one  of  the  restrooms. 
Although  the  cause  of  the  fire  alarm  is 
innocuous,  Boston  Latin  School  neverthe¬ 
less  experienced  serious  problems  with 


Fire  Alarm  Raises  Concern 
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While  some  thought  it  would  be 
natural  to  combine  the  trips  and  go  as 
one  large  group,  Crisostamo  refused  to 
do  so,  for  unknown  reasons.  When  one 
of  the  students  involved  was  asked  if 
Crisostamo’s  decision  might  have  been 
racially  motivated  or  affected  by  the  seg¬ 
regation  of  cliques,  however,  the  answer 
was  blunt:  “Why  else  would  there  have 
been  a  big  problem  with  it?” 

Financial  issues  also  contributed  to 
the  problems.  The  travel  agency  the  two 
groups  were  using  offered  a  deal  where 
every  fifteenth  person  would  have  his  ex¬ 
penses  covered.  Jennings  pointed  out  that 
if  the  trips  were  combined,  Crisostamo 
may  not  have  had  to  pay  for  his  expenses. 
This  had  happened  in  previous  years,  and 
she  felt  that  it  was  unfair  to  others  in  the 
group.  Therefore,  although  Crisostamo’s 
group  had  less  than  fifteen  members  that 
year,  neither  Jennings  nor  Crisostamo 
agreed  to  the  suggestion. 

These  trips  were  not  completely 
segregated  by  race,  despite  what  some 
implied.  Jennings  pointed  out  that  not 
everybody  on  the  trip  led  by  Kauffman 
and  herself  was  African-American,  nor 


was  everyone  in  Crisostamo’s  group 
Caucasian.  Both  groups  traveled  by  the 
same  bus  and  stayed  in  the  same  hotel. 
When  asked  if  any  problems  occurred 
during  the  trip,  one  student  who  wishes 
to  remain  anonymous  said  there  were 


“none  whatsoever.  We  all  got  on  the 
same  bus,  and  we  ended  up  hanging  out 
with  each  other  because  we  were  in  the 
same  hotel,  so  it  was  ridiculous,  the  fact 
that  there  were  two  signup  sheets  going 
around.” 


Similarly,  the  two  ski  trips  this 
year  are  not  completely  segregated,  but 
one  is  predominantly  made  up  of  Cau¬ 
casian  students  while  the  other  mostly 
is  minority  students.  While  this  racial 
divide  is  obviously  unintentional,  the 
issue  appears  often 
enough  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  significant.  As 
Jennings  said,  while 
it  might  come  out 
as  a  racial  issue,  it  is 
more  about  “who  you 
hang  with  in  school” 
or  “the  area  you  live 
in.”  Students  often 
naturally  tend  to  as¬ 
sociate  themselves 
with  others  of  the 
same  race,  rendering 
the  concern  about 
racial  tension  unnec¬ 
essary. 

The  outings 
have  yet  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  finalized.  Interested  students 
are  still  in  the  process  of  discussing  the 
details.  Depending  on  the  final  arrange¬ 
ments,  it  may  be  a  day  trip,  an  overnight 
one,  or  both.  The  trips  are  open  to  all 
members  of  Class  I. 


A  GROUP  OF  ASIAN  STUDENTS  SPEAK  ABOUT  THE  PLANNED  SKI  TRIP. 


»' 
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She  mentioned  that  many  parents 
have  already  expressed  the  desire  to  vol¬ 
unteer  in  order  to  bring  about  a  newslet¬ 
ter.  This  idea,  however,  is  not  supported 
by  a  consensus  either.  Mrs.  O’Brien,  for 
instance,  disagrees  with  the  proposal.  The 
newsletter,  in  her  opiniori,  is  “expensive  to 
mail  out,  time-consuming  and  a  complete 
waste  of  paper.” 

In  addition  to  parental  concern, 
some  students  have  complained  of  being 
unable  to  access  the  daily  bulletin  through 
BLSTV.  Students  and  faculty  members 
rely  heavily  on  BLSTV’s  broadcast  of  the 
daily  bulletin  to  be  informed  of  recent 
events  during  homeroom.  Some  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  school,  however,  choose  not  to 
turn  on  BLSTV,  or  do  not  have  a  working 
projector. 

Mr.  Mark  Sanford,  one  of  the  latter, 
regrets  not  being  able  to  show  the  mom- 


ing  news  to  his  students  due  to  technical 
difficulties  beyond  his  control.  Instead,  he 
makes  a  point  of  reading  new  announce¬ 
ments  to  the  seniors  in  his  homeroom. 


“I  miss  out  on  a  lot,  like  deadlines, 
and  I  have  to  figure  it  out  on  my  own,” 


says  Diana  Chowdhury  (I),  who  is  unable 
to  watch  BLSTV  in  the  morning.  “It’s  not 
terrible;  it’s  just  inconvenient.”  Hannah 
Tosi  (II)  agrees.  She  says  that  not  being 
able  to  watch  BLSTV 
last  year  was  “sad  because 
people  would  ask  me  if  I 
saw  a  certain  thing  on  the 
news,”  and  she  would  al¬ 
ways  reply  in  the  negative. 
“I  also  could  not  watch 
BLS  Idol,”  Tosi  added. 

"Vbt,  among  students 
who  do  receive  BLSTV, 
some  say  that  they  do  not 
pay  attention  at  all.  There 
are  others  who  claim  that 
they  would  never  go  online 
to  check  a  news  bulletin, 
making  the  importance  of 
posting  it  on  the  website 
questionable.  Parents, 
however,  continue  to  press  for  solutions 
to  the  communication  issues. 
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Ms.  Middleton's  Legacy  Survives  at  BLS 


By  Eva  Cheung,  I 

Copy  Editor 


There  will  never  be  enough  words 
in  the  English  language  nor  space  in  the 
Argo  to  describe  one  of  Boston  Latin 
School’s  most  remarkable  English  teach¬ 
ers.  Ms.  Inez  Middleton’s  classroom 
always  smelled  distinctively  of  Chinese 
herbs  and  was  always  covered  with  color 
ful  posters.  Her  booming  voice  would  en¬ 
ergize  the  room  as  she  told  stories  about 
the  illustrious  people  she  had  encoun¬ 
tered  in  her  lifetime.  Amanda  Delany  (I), 
one  of  her  former  students,  stated  simply, 
“She  loved  her  students.”  Ms.  Middleton 
was  a  woman  who  strived  to  stimulate 
insightful  thoughts  and  to  bring  out  the 
best  in  everyone  she  met. 

Students,  teachers  and  alumni 
alike  knew  her  class  for  its  intensity.  In¬ 
stead  of  revolving  the  course  around  the 
curriculum,  she  used  the  texts  to  help 
students  develop  their  sense  of  self  and 
to  express  their  thoughts  through  their 
writing.  Adding  to  the  books  required  by 
the  English  department,  Ms.  Middleton 
introduced  her  students  to  works  by  a 
broad  range  of  authors,  including  Stephen 
King,  Piers  Anthony,  Frank  McCourt 
and  Michael  Patrick  McDonald.  One 
of  the  more  memorable  books  was  Paul 
Zindel's  My  Darling  My  Hamburger,  which 
touched  upon  friendship,  high  school 
relationships  and  abortion.  Fridays  in 
room  116  were  “D  and  D”  days:  Debate 
and  Discuss,  where  the  students  would 
share  their  opinion  on  recent  events  or 
prevalent  issues  in  the  world.  “You  could 
never  tell  what  she  was  going  to  say  next,” 
recalls  Amanda  Connors  (I),  “She  was 
completely  unbashful  about  controversial 
issues.”  There  was  never  an  obligation  to 
remain  politically  correct,  as  Ms.  Middle- 
ton  was  willing  to  cover  drugs,  sex  and 
other  mature  topics. 

Ms.  Middleton,  or  “Nez,”  as  she 
referred  to  herself,  did  everything  she 
could  to  ensure  that  her  students  would 
have  a  happy  future.  Every  year  she  ex¬ 
plained  different  postsecondary  programs 
in  detail,  laying  out  the  pros  and  cons  of 
attending  a  vocational  school  or  earning 
an  associate’s  degree.  It  never  mattered 
that  Boston  Latin  sends  almost  all  of 
its  graduates  to  fouryear  colleges;  Ms. 
Middleton  wanted  her  students  to  be 
aware  of  all  the  options  and  to  make  the 
choice  that  was  best  for  them. 

“She  didn’t  teach  literature;  she 
taught  life,”  remarked  Ms.  Kristy  Fer- 
reira,  her  former  student  teacher.  After 
working  for  a  year  with  Ms.  Middleton, 
whom  she  describes  as  “truly  an  inspira¬ 
tion — I  always  felt  like  a  student  even 
though  I  was  supposed  to  be  a  colleague,” 
Ms.  Ferreira  now  has  her  own  classroom 
at  Boston  Latin  and  teaches  seventh 
grade  English.  Like  the  students,  adults 
who  knew  her  found  her  unusual  style 
refreshing  and  never  stopped  learning 
from  the  wealth  of  experiences  she  took 
the  time  to  share.  Honesty  was  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  everything  that  went  on  inside 


her  classroom,  and  she  always  practiced 
what  she  preached.  “Love  and  kindness 
are  not  a  sign  of  weakness,”  she  would  say, 
but  the  words  were  never  necessary,  as 
anyone  could  see  that  the  love  and  kind¬ 
ness  she  spread  were  what  made  her  such 
a  strong  teacher.  “She  made  an  example 
for  every  single  thing,”  said  Mr.  Sylvester 
Keitt,  a  friend  of  hers  since  she  began 
teaching  at  Boston  Latin  School. 

Every  year  Ms.  Middleton’s  sched¬ 
ule  would  consist  of  a  mix  of  middle 
school  and  upperclassmen  English 


classes.  She  preferred  to  strike  a  balance 
between  helping  both  juniors  and  seniors 
working  on  their  research  papers  and 
eighth  graders  who  were  still  perfecting 
their  writing  skills.  Despite  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  experience  and  perception 
between  the  two  groups  of  students,  Ms. 
Middleton  always  treated  them  with  the 
same  respect  and  held  the  same  expecta¬ 
tions.  Everyone  was  required  to  turn  in 
a  20-page  research  paper  regardless  of 
grade  level,  because  she  believed  that, 
given  some  extra  time  and  guidance,  her 
younger  students  were  just  as  capable 
of  completing  the  task  as  her  older 
students. 

After  a  year  of  Ms.  Middleton’s 
rigorous  class,  students  would  walk  out 
of  room  116  with  callouses  on  the  hand 
they  wrote  with  and  confidence  in  their 
writing.  She  stressed  efficiency  as  well 
as  quality  in  writing  essays,  relentlessly 


administering  timed  writing  tests,  often 
unannounced.  For  a  period  of  time,  some¬ 
times  as  short  as  15  or  20  minutes,  the 
active  discussions  were  replaced  with  the 
sound  of  frenzied  scribbling.  When  the 
last  two  weeks  of  the  school  year  rolled 
around,  she  would  give  her  own  final  ex¬ 
ams  in  addition  to  the  departmental  final 
exam — assessments  that  would  include 
more  essays.  The  ability  to  write  under 
pressure  and  time  constraints  was  a  valu¬ 
able  skill  that  Ms.  Middleton  taught  and 
enforced  well. 


All  this  hard  work,  she  believed, 
would  lead  to  success  in  college  and  be¬ 
yond.  She  handed  out  lists  of  commonly 
misspelled  words  and  tested  weekly,  hop¬ 
ing  once  everyone  learned  them  no  one 
would  ever  spell  them  wrong  again.  Every 
single  person  who  crossed  her  path  was 
treated  as  an  adult,  yet  at  the  same  time, 
she  catered  to  every  student’s  needs  and 
approached  them  in  a  way  that  would 
help  them  learn  best.  According  to  Ms. 
Susan  Moran,  the  English  Department 
Program  Director,  “she  had  a  lot  to  offer 
kids  who  might  need  a  little  more  support 
than  others  in  their  grade.”  The  feedback 
was  always  positive,  and  last  year,  her  stu¬ 
dents  awarded  her  with  the  Crystal  Apple 
Award  for  her  wholehearted  dedication. 

Despite  the  energy  she  poured  into 
teaching,  however,  her  health  began  to 
take  a  toll  on  her.  She  taught  from  her 
desk,  leaving  only  to  use  the  restroom 


or  to  go  home  at  the  end  of  the  day.  In 
spite  of  her  arthritis,  she  refused  to  let 
her  pain  interfere  with  her  work.  Last 
fall,  however,  she  fell  and  broke  her  hip, 
which  kept  her  out  of  school  for  several 
weeks;  during  this  time,  Ms.  Ferreira  cov¬ 
ered  all  five  of  her  classes.  After  22  years 
at  Boston  Latin  School,  Ms.  Middleton 
retired  from  teaching  in  June.  “Her  career 
was  her  students,”  asserted  Mr.  Keitt, 
who,  along  with  Ms.  Betty  Davis  and  Mr. 
Richard  Fulton,  were  close  friends  Ms. 
Middleton  left  behind. 

When  news  of  her  death  was  an¬ 
nounced  during  fourth  period  on  De¬ 
cember  7,  students  and  teachers  were 
left  devastated.  She  had  suffered  a  stroke 
the  previous  Sunday  and  was  admitted  to 
Carney  Hospital  in  Dorchester,  where 
she  died  peacefully  four  days  later  at  the 
age  of  64.  As  the  news  reached  alumni 
and  those  outside  of  the  immediate  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  community,  former  students, 
regardless  of  whether  they  had  her  for 
seventh  grade  or  twelfth  grade  or  just  for 
homeroom,  had  little  trouble  recalling 
their  favorite  memories  of  the  teacher 
who  had  impacted  them  so  greatly. 
Several  teachers  and  former  students  at¬ 
tended  her  wake  on  December  14,  where 
Ms.  Ferreira  gave  a  speech  in  her  memory. 
Members  of  the  Boston  Latin  faculty  and 
student  body  were  also  present  at  her  fu¬ 
neral  on  December  15,  and  that  morning, 
The  Boston  Globe  featured  an  article  on  her 
family  life  and  teaching  career  as  well  as 
her  influence  as  an  educator. 

Though  she  is  no  longer  with  us, 
Ms.  Middleton’s  legacy  will  never  truly 
disappear;  she  affected  students  in  ways 
that  will  last  a  lifetime.  The  Class  of  2007 
is  working  to  fill  a  bookcase  in  the  library 
with  Ms.  Middleton’s  favorite  works  of 
literature.  Students  can  donate  a  copy 
of  a  book  she  had  discussed  in  class  or 
recommended  personally  to  this  shelf 
through  Michael  Baskin,  senior  class 
president.  In  addition,  Head  Master 
Cornelia  Kelley  and  the  Boston  Latin 
English  Department  have  collectively 
established  the  Inez  Middleton  Memorial 
Scholarship  fund  “to  celebrate  the  dedica¬ 
tion  and  talent  of  long-time  BLS  English 
teacher  Inez  Middleton.”  A  scholarship 
will  be  awarded  to  one  senior  each  year 
who  has  shown  the  same  love  of  learning 
and  books  that  Ms.  Middleton  inspired 
in  all  her  students.  Members  of  the  Latin 
School  community  are  encouraged  to 
contribute  to  the  fund;  donations  are 
tax-deductible. 

Meanwhile,  Ms.  Ferreira  has  inte¬ 
grated  some  of  her  ideas  into  her  own 
classroom:  “Think  Beyond  the  Obvious,” 
a  seemingly  permanent  fixture  on  Ms. 
Middleton’s  blackboards,  can  now  be  seen 
printed  in  big  letters  on  the  blackboards 
of  room  228.  Next  term,  she  hopes  to  start 
some  “D  and  D”  days  with  her  seventh 
graders  so  that  students  who  will  never 
have  Ms.  Middleton  as  a  teacher  can  still 
benefit  from  her  ideas.  The  lessons  she 
taught  and  the  stories  she  told  are  sure 
to  last  for  generations  to  come. 
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For  Seniors,  College  Search  Comes  to  a  Close 


By  Linda  Zheng,  I 

News  Editor 

Jo  Werba 

In  the  fourth  grade,  Jo  Werba 
(I)  told  her  teacher  that  she  wanted 
to  work  with  animals  for  a  living.  “My 
teacher  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  be  a 
zoologist,”  Jo  recalled.  “I  didn’t  know 
what  the  word  meant,  so  I  looked  it  up 
in  the  dictionary.”  She  was  delighted  to 
find  that  it  was  exactly  what  she  had 
in  mind. 

Now  a  senior  at  Boston  Latin 
School,  Jo  is  in  the  end  stages  of  apply¬ 
ing  to  colleges.  Jo,  who  is  seriously  con¬ 
sidering  becoming  a  field  biologist  or  a 
veterinarian  (“It’s  a  little  different  from 
a  zoologist”),  hopes  to  attend  a  college 
with  strong  programs  in  science  and  pre- 
veterinary  studies.  This  includes  faraway 
schools  such  as  University  of  California, 
Santa  Barbara  and  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Chapel  Hill.  Her  top  choice, 
however,  is  Warren  Wilson  College  in 
Asheville,  North  Carolina. 

Small  in  size  with  a  total  of  800 
students  and  known  for  its  environ¬ 
mentally  conscious  student  body,  War 
ren  Wilson  is  a  distinctive  college  that 
suits  a  specific  type  of  undergraduate. 
It  did  not  take  long  for  Jo  to  decide  that 
Warren  Wilson  was  the  right  school 
for  her.  * 

With  an  outside  college  counselor 
her  parents  had  hired  to  offer  additional 
assistance,  Jo  had  already  started  con¬ 
sidering  by  the  spring  of  her  junior  year 
what  factors  were  most  important  to 
her  in  choosing  a  college.  Academically, 
she  wanted  small,  intimate  classes  and 
the  ability  to  choose  between  specific 
science  majors.  Geographically,  she  was 
adamant  about  leaving  Boston  for  some¬ 
where  warmer  and  more  “outdoorsy.” 
After  visiting  Warren  Wilson  and  stay¬ 
ing  overnight,  Jo  realized  that  it  fit  all 
the  criteria  she  had  in  mind  and  more. 

“They  have  one  of  the  best  writ¬ 
ing  programs  in  the  country,”  Jo  said, 
referring  to  the  Master  of  Fine  Arts 
Program  in  Writing.  She  does  not  plan 
on  majoring  in  writing,  but  would  like  to 
take  the  courses  offered.  She  adds  that, 
as  a  bonus,  “99  percent  of  the  students 
study  abroad  at  some  point.” 

Fire  Alarm  Raises  Concern 

__  Continued from  page  2 _ 

the  evacuation  process,  raising  ques¬ 
tions  concerning  the  reinforcement  of 
the  fire  alarm  policy. 

Latin  School  is  required  to  prac¬ 
tice  Fire  drills  several  times  throughout 
the  year  in  order  to  prepare  its  students 
for  situations  of  real  danger.  According 
to  protocol,  all  persons  are  to  leave  the 
building  within  four  minutes.  Students, 
however,  ran  into  several  difficulties 
in  attempting  to  evacuate  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  delaying  the  process  up  to  10 
minutes  in  certain  parts  of  the  school. 
Several  classes  on  the  third  floor  had 
difficulty  moving  down  the  stairs,  while 
others  were  redirected  to  leave  via  un¬ 
usual  exit  routes. 

When  asked  about  these  evacu¬ 
ation  issues  that  confronted  many 
students,  two  seniors  related  the  prob¬ 
lems  they  experienced.  “I  remember 
I  was  heading  out  an  exit,  which  was 
the  backdoor  near  the  Field,  since  it’s 
the  closest  to  the  library,  but  a  teacher 
told  us  to  go  all  the  way  around  to  the 
rear  exit  of  the  school,  and  that  took  a 
really  long  time,”  said  Alfred  Wu,  who 
was  in  the  library  when  the  fire  alarm 
went  off. 

Similarly,  David  Whitaker,  who 


To  top  it  off,  Warren  Wilson  is  one 
of  the  more  affordable  schools  with  an 
annual  fee  of  $22,000  before  scholar¬ 
ships  and  grants  are  factored  in.  As  Jo 
intends  on  obtaining  a  Masters  degree 
and  even  a  doctorate,  educational  cre¬ 
dentials  are  necessary  in  her  career  of 
choice,  and  the  cost  of  undergraduate 
studies  is  certainly  a  consideration. 
Some  of  the  other  colleges  Jo  sees  her 
peers  applying  to,  especially  elite  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Ivy  Leagues,  can  cost  to  up 
to  twice  as  much. 

Jo  explained  that  she  did  not  want 
to  be  part  of  what  she  characterized  as 
the  “Ivy  frenzy.”  “There  are  people  ap¬ 
plying  to  certain  schools  because  of  the 
reputation.  I  think  it’s  ridiculous  to  pay 
$42,000  a  year  for  a  name.” 

Despite  having  impressive  creden¬ 
tials,  from  her  extracurricular  positions 
as  President  of  National  Honor  Society, 
co-instructor  of  Ballroom  Dancing  and 
co-captain  of  the  Speech  Team,  to  her 
above-average  SAT  scores  and  honors 
grade  point  average,  Jo  is  only  applying 
to  one  school  she  would  describe  as 
“Ivy-ish” — Duke  University.  She  visited 
simply  because  she  was  “already  in  the 
area  anyway,”  looking  at  other  schools 
in  North  Carolina.  “I  didn’t  expect  to 
like  it,”  she  admitted.  To  Jo’s  surprise, 
she  found  herself  certain  that  she  would 
apply  to  the  school  after  her  visit. 

“Duke  has  a  different  atmosphere 
than  some  of  these  schools  closer  to 
Boston,”  she  said.  It  is  the  one  school 
at  which  Jo  is  unsure  of  her  chances,  as 
admissions  is  extremely  competitive. 

At  the  moment,  however,  Jo  is 
more  preoccupied  with  filling  out 
forms  than  worrying  about  admissions 
decisions.  Before  January  1,  the  regular 
deadline  set  by  the  majority  of  colleges, 
Jo  will  need  to  get  in  the  last  four  of  her 
seven  applications. 

Throughout  this  time,  Jo  has 
managed  to  juggle  her  extracurricular 
activities,  her  job  at  the  New  England 
Aquarium  and  her  schoolwork.  She 
makes  sure  to  give  herself  some  “down 
time”  to  take  off  some  of  the  stress.  “I 
never  do  work  past  10  p.m.,”  she  says. 
“I  might  stay  up  to  watch  TV  past  that 
time,  but  not  to  work.” 

Jo  is  also  making  sure  that  the 


remaining  days  of  her  senior  year,  and 
her  six-year  stay  at  Latin  School,  will 
be  memorable.  “BLS  is  my  home,”  she 
said.  “I  will  be  sad  to  leave  all  of  this 
behind.” 

Khue  Nguyen 

To  Khue  Nguyen,  another  senior 
at  Latin  School,  college  is  full  of  pos¬ 
sibilities.  “I’m  70  to  90  percent  sure  I 
want  to  major  in  computer  science,”  she 
said.  “Technology  is  growing,  and  I  want 
to  be  a  part  of  that.”  Before  deciding 
on  a  career  path,  however,  Khue  hopes 
to  explore  not  only  computer  science, 
but  business  and  nonprofit  work  as 
well.  She  is  quick  to  add,  after  most 
musings  about  college,  “We’ll  see  what 
happens.” 

An  active  member  of  the  BLS  and 
the  Greater  Boston  community,  Khue 
has  already  done  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  related  to  public  or  nonprofit 
service.  During  the  school  year,  Khue 
heads  Project  Booknet,  a  community 
service  club  at  Latin  School  that  works 
to  send  books  to  not  only  local  schools, 
but  even  other  countries  such  as  Af¬ 
ghanistan  and  Ghana.  She  spends  every 
Monday  afternoon  as  a  volunteer  for 
Suicide  Hotlines,  and  divides  the  rest 
of  time  between  student  council  and 
tutoring  Latin  School  underclassmen. 
When  asked  about  her  reasons  for  dedi¬ 
cating  herself  to  these  activities,  Khue 
answered  confidently  with  her  motto: 
“People  are  here  for  a  purpose — to 
contribute  to  society.” 

Ideally,  Khue  plans  to  hold  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  growing  computer  industry 
while  continuing  to  devote  part  of  her 
time  to  nonprofit  efforts.  She  is,  she 
says,  still  considering  whether  or  not  to 
“study  sociology  on  the  side  [in  college}” 
to  better  prepare  herself  for  the  latter 
occupation. 

Several  of  the  undergraduate 
institutions  Khue  is  applying  to  are 
well  known,  not  only  for  their  stellar 
academics  but  also  their  highly  selective 
admissions  process.  Harvard  College, 
Princeton  University  and  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  are  the  three  Ivy  League  colleges 
that  are  on  Khue’s  list. 

Besides  simply  the  diversity  and 


wealth  of  resources  offered  at  these 
institutions,  Khue  is  attracted  to  these 
schools  for  other  reasons  specific  to 
her. 

“My  brother  goes  to  Brown,”  she 
explained.  “I’ve  been  to  visit.  They  have 
a  very  open  curriculum,  which  is  cool.” 

Harvard,  the  school  to  which 
Khue  applied  Early  Action,  is  Brown’s 
opposite  with  its  “Core”  curriculum,  a 
set  of  required  courses  students  must 
take.  One  of  the  factors  that  Khue 
has  considered  heavily,  however,  is  the 
amount  of  financial  aid  colleges  give, 
and  Harvard’s  policy  of  granting  families 
with  annual  incomes  under  $60,000  free 
tuition  is  particularly  enticing. 

“I  think  my  parents  qualify,”  Khue 
said.  “Everything  really  depends  on 
the  Financial  aid  [package}.”  Financial 
reasons  have  also  led  Khue  to  apply 
to  Boston  University  for  the  fouryear, 
full-ride  scholarship  given  to  a  number 
of  Boston  Public  School  students. 

Khue  is  aware  of  the  negative 
stereotypes  attached  to  colleges  such 
as  her  top  choice,  Harvard,  specifically 
the  boost  the  children  of  the  wealthier 
have  been  accused  of  getting  in  the 
admissions  process.  “Money  gets  you 
places.  I  don’t  like  it,  but  life  is  unfair,” 
she  expressed. 

She  has  also  heard  talk  of  the 
arrogant  attitudes  that  enrolled  under 
graduates  supposedly  have,  but  says,  “I 
know  Harvard  kids  have  a  reputation  for 
being  snobby  or  whatever,  but  I  don’t 
think  that  affects  me.”  Khue  credits  her 
ability  to  adapt  to  any  environment  to 
her  experiences  at  Latin  School.  “They 
always  say  that  BLS  prepares  students 
academically  and  socially.  I  think  I  can 
get  along  Fine  anywhere.” 

As  much  as  she  values  the  years 
she  has  spent  at  Boston  Latin,  Khue 
confessed  that  she  feels  ready  to  move 
onto  another  stage  in  her  life.  “It’s  been 
long  overdue!” 

She  knows  for  sure,  however,  that 
she  will  be  staying  in  the  Northeast, 
preferably  Boston.  Besides  Harvard  and 
Boston  University,  Khue  is  also  applying 
to  Boston  College. 

“I  just  like  Boston,”  she  said  with 
a  shrug  and  a  smile.  “There’s  a  lot  of  it 
that  I  haven’t  seen  yet.” 


was  in  his  Economics  class  in  room  237 
during  first  period,  had  a  hard  time 
leaving  the  building.  “When  the  fire 
alarm  rang,  I  packed  up  my  stuff  and 
proceeded  to  leave  the  classroom.  We 
went  to  the  stairwell  next  to  the  class¬ 
room,  but  there  was  a  crowd  of  people 
who  weren’t  moving.  After  a  minute,  the 
teachers  redirected  us  to  the  stairwell 
near  204,  which  was  also  very  crowded 
and  not  moving.  So  then  we  were  told 
to  turn  back  to  the  previous  stairwell 
and  wait  there  until  we  could  leave.  It 
took  me  altogether  about  10  minutes  to 
leave  the  building,”  he  said. 

The  situation  on  the  third  floor 
during  that  morning  was  also  problem¬ 
atic.  “The  stairway  was  packed  with 
people  and  was  not  moving.  Since  we 
were  on  the  top  floor,  we  had  no  idea 
what  was  going  on,”  said  Mr.  Gerald 
Bilodeau,  when  he  referred  to  the 
evacuation  of  his  math  class.  “It  can  be 
a  serious  problem  if  this  kind  of  backup 
occurs  in  an  emergency,”  he  added. 

The  cause  for  the  congestion  in 
the  stairwells  remains  unclear.  Assis¬ 
tant  Head  Master  Mr.  Malcolm  Flynn 
offered  explanations  for  overcrowding 
that  are  associated, with  the  . current 
evacuation  procedure  at  Latin.  Due  Jq, 
how  it  is  structured,  “approximately 


equal  numbers  of  students  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  exit  each  stairwell,”  stated 
Mr.  Flynn.  “There  is  some  variation  in 
numbers  depending  upon  which  class¬ 
rooms  are  occupied  during  a  particular 
period,  but  most  classrooms  at  BLS  are 
occupied  every  period.”  But  the  “hospi¬ 
tal  side  of  the  building  often  contains 
more  students  than  does  the  Simmons 
side  because  the  science  laboratories 
on  the  Simmons  side  are  not  always 
occupied.”  Another  area  with  a  high 
concentration  of  students  is  the  rear 
two-thirds  of  the  buliding,  where  the 
majority  of  the  facilities  are  classrooms. 
The  front  third,  in  contrast,  has  fewer 
students,  as  it  consists  of  “a  mix  of  of¬ 
fices,  classrooms  and  storage  areas.” 
As  a  result,  explains  Mr.  Flynn,  “the 
greatest  number  of  students  per  stair¬ 
well  in  an  ideal  evacuation  occurs  on 
the  stairwells  at  the  cross  corridors  at 
X32-X34  and  X21-X23.” 

The  Fire  alarm  policy  is  stated  in 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  handbook 
as  well  as  incorporated  into  the  school 
safety  section.  Assigned  evacuation 
routes  are  posted  in  every  classroom, 
including  a  primary  route  and  a  second¬ 
ary  route,  In  f£§e  of  cqngestioq  in  the 
■primjary  route,,  the  secondary  route  is 
to  be  followed. 


“If  a  stairwell  is  blocked  in  an 
emergency,  the  time  might  be  some¬ 
what  greater  because  students  must  be 
redirected,”  explained  Mr.  Flynn.  “It  is 
important  any  time  a  Fire  alarm  rings 
that  all  staff  and  student  immediately 
begin  to  evacuate.  A  delay  in  a  classroom 
on  the  first  floor,  for  example,  will  slow 
down  a  stairwell  so  that  people  on  the 
third  floor  cannot  evacuate  as  quickly 
as  they  should.” 

To  ensure  that  our  school  is  pre¬ 
pared  for  an  actual  emergency,  teachers 
and  faculty  at  Latin  have  been  work¬ 
ing  together  to  study  and  improve  the 
evacuation  plan.  Mr.  Michael  Giordano, 
director  of  the  McCarthy  Institute  in 
the  student  support  department,  is  an 
expert  with  extensive  experience  in 
emergency  management.  “Our  goal  is 
to  be  well  prepared  in  both  prevention 
and  reaction  to  any  emergency  situation 
that  may  come  upon  us,”  Mr.  Giordano 
said.  He  has  been  training  administra¬ 
tion  and  staff  in  every  aspect  of  safety 
practices,  including  in-house  training  in 
conjunction  with  the  Boston  Fire  De¬ 
partment,  Boston  Emergency  Medical 
Services  and  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.  “We  must  always,be  prepared  for 
contingencies  that  may  never  actually 
confront  us,”  said  Mr.  Flynn. 
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It  is  surprising  that  something  so  universally  celebrated 
can  generate  so  much  criticism,  and  yet  there  are  always  people 
ranting  against  commercialism  or  parents  complaining  about 
a  Christian  nativity  scene.  Look  around  any  corner  and  find 
disillusioned  people  waving  the  flag  of  political  correctness  and 
insisting  that  we  refer  to  late  December  as  “the  holidays.”  Even 
after  “Merry  Christmas”  was  converted  to  “Happy  Holidays,” 
there  are  still  those  who  insist  that  Christmas  breeds  greed  and 
selfishness  and  that  Santa  is  really  a  fat,  red,  materialistic  Satan 
whose  name,  incidentally,  is  Santa’s  name  rearranged. 

In  this  wave  of  cynicism,  every  aspect  of  Christmas  has 
been  put  under  attack.  Gift  wrap,  some  point  out,  is  wasteful 
and  ends  up  in  landfills.  Gift-giving  is  done  in  anticipation  of 
gifts  received:  no  one  is  really  being  selfless  and  caring.  While 
one  woman  on  TV  receives  a  $40,000  Acura,  complete  with 
giant  bows,  the  homeless  freeze  through  the  night.  These 
naysayers  might  as  well  come  out  and  say  what  they  are  really 
thinking:  Christmas,  or  whatever  you  celebrate,  stinks. 

Sure,  the  holidays  may  be  a  tad  hypocritical — it  is  the 
season  of  giving  that  ignores  those  in  need — but  there  is  no 
need  to  get  rid  of  the  season  altogether.  By  trying  to  do  so, 
those  who  protest  against  Christmas  are  committing  greater 
hypocrisy.  They  claim  that  the  holidays  falsely  offer  peace,  hope 
and  love  while  hiding  gross  commercialism,  but  attacks  on  the 
holidays  do  nothing  to  help. 

Christmas  clearly  began  as  a  Christian  holiday.  (I  guess 
Mohammedmas  did  nbt  have  the  same  ring.)  Its  status  as  a 
national  holiday  strongly  reinforces  our  nation’s  Christian  be¬ 
ginnings.  Everyone,  however,  recognizes  that  we  have  moved 
beyond  our  theocratic  beginnings,  and  any  holiday  that  em¬ 
phasizes  good  cheer  and  generosity  is  bound  to  bring  people 
together.  Unburdened  by  work  for  a  short  amount  of  time, 
all  can  opt  to  take  a  break  from  everyday  life  and  genuinely 
enjoy  themselves. 

So  what  if  you  celebrate  Christmas,  Hanukkah,  Kwan- 
zaa,  Festivus  or  simply  bide  your  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
New  Year?  The  idea  of  a  holiday  when  everyone  can  have  fun, 
light  candles  or  scream  “Serenity  Now!”  cannot  possibly  be 
bad.  Even  though  religious  and  belief  differences  exist,  the  con¬ 
flicts  associated  with  them  can  fade  during  this  season.  Sure, 
everyone  might  see  that  menorah  in  your  window,  but  instead 
of  perceiving  you  as  different,  he  or  she  will  appreciate  your 
holiday  spirit.  Most  who  emphasize  their  own  culture  during 
the  holidays  do  so  not  to  set  themselves  apart  but  to  celebrate 
along  with  others. 

Then  there  is  the  issue  of  the  big-time  corporations  who 
keep  trying  to  win  us  over  with  their  television  commercials 
and  billboard  ads.  I  do  admit  that  sometimes,  the  rampant 
commercialism  is  too  much,  but  no  one  can  say  that  this  is 
Christmas’s  fault.  Think  about  it:  the  influence  of  advertis¬ 
ing  permeates  everywhere,  at  every  given  moment.  The  only 
difference  during  the  holidays  is  that  all  the  ads  are  holiday- 
themed.  Corporations  take  every  opportunity  to  sell  things  all 
year;  their  success  during  the  holidays  is  a  victory  for  marketing, 
but  not  necessarily  a  loss  for  Christmas. 

Personally,  even  if  Satan  Claus  rises  from  the  burning 
fires  of  hell  and  roars  into  my  fireplace  pressuring  me  with 
minute-long  advertisements  to  buy  a  Hess  Truck,  I  will  prob¬ 
ably  refuse  politely.  Then  again,  I  might  just  buy  it,  just  to 
make  him  happy.  If  is  the  holidays.  I  can  afford  to  be  a  little 
generous. 


The  weather  outside  was  frightful  and,  at  seven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  it  was  not  all  that  delightful.  The  slushy  snow 
didn’t  stick  to  the  ground,  and  there  was  no  winter  wonderland. 
Nevertheless,  a  Christmas  carol  promptly  began  blaring  from 
my  radio  the  moment  I  turned  it  on.  Early  morning  tension 
and  sleepiness  were  not  softened  by  someone  telling  me  that  it 
was  “the  most  wonderful  time  of  the  year.”  It  certainly  did  not 
feel  that  way. 

Later,  on  my  way  home,  I  was  temporarily  blinded  by  the 
light  display  on  the  Jamaica  Way.  You  know  the  house  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about,  known  as  “the  castle”  to  many  in  Jamaica  Plain.  The 
infamous  light  display  has  garnered  attention  from  the  local 
Jamaica  Plain  Gazette ,  and  even  the  Boston  Globe.  Every  holiday 
season,  it  seems,  those  unlucky  neighbors  must  shut  off  their  own 
lights  for  months  just  to  keep  their  vision.  This  is  a  very  visible 
example  of  the  annoyances  of  the  holidays.  Furthermore,  this 
ostentatious  display  mocks  those  who  cannot  afford  one. 

I  object  to  the  fact  that  the  holidays  have  highlighted  the 
economic  disparity  in  our  country.  Christmas,  in  particular,  has 
drifted  away  from  its  origin  as  the  Nativity  and  has  become 
synonymous  with  commercialism.  Shopping  has  become  the 
identity  of  the  holidays.  I  do  not  appreciate  the  five  billion 
ads  that  induce  society  into  abiding  by  this  false  image  of  the 
holidays.  While  for  some  this  image  may  be  dandy,  the  majority 
of  those  celebrating  this  holiday  will  not  be  able  to  afford  the 
heavily  advertised,  three-stone  diamond  necklaces  from  Kay 
Jewelers. 

These  days,  America  is  living  up  to  its  reputation  of  mass 
consumerism.  This  is  not  a  good  thing.  By  feeding  into  this 
holiday  frenzy  we  are  condoning  the  sentiments  of  retailers:  how 
much  you  love  a  person  depends  on  how  much  you  are  willing  to 
shell  out.  Should  love  be  equated  with  money?  Is  this  an  idea  that 
we  really  want  to  promote  as  a  country?  Materialism  emphasizes 
the  socioeconomic  segregation  in  our  nation. 

Therefore,  I  believe  that  the  holiday  season  has  become  a 
divider  in  American  society:  an  economic  divider,  a  social  divider, 
a  religious  divider  and  even  a  family  divider. 

This  season  demonstrates  how  neglected  non-Christian 
religions  are  in  this  country.  While  I  can  appreciate  the  oc¬ 
casional  Christmas  carol  once  a  year,  I  feel  that  currently  our 
nation  is  dominated  by  Christmas.  What  happened  to  all  the 
other  holidays? 

While  Christianity  is  by  far  the  major  religion  in  America, 
we  are  civilized  enough  not  to  have  an  official  one.  Because 
of  this  we  have  the  separation  of  church  and  state  and  equal 
representation  for  all  religions.  I  guess  that  advertisers  did  not 
get  this  message.  As  much  as  I  enjoy  the  “holiday”  displays  at 
the  supermarket  that  include  something  for  everyone,  I  do  not 
feel  that  the  country  as  a  whole  has  embraced  the  fact  that  not 
everyone  is  Christian.  While  Hannukah  was  never  intended  to 
be  a  commercial  holiday,  it  has  certainly  morphed  into  that  as 
well.  The  Jewish  community  assimilated  into  American  culture. 
Ironically,  retailers  have  managed  to  unify  religions  along  con¬ 
sumer  lines;  however,  they  have  created  more  economic  divides 
in  the  process. 

I  believe  that  the  holiday  season  has  lost  its  true  nature 
amid  the  hype  of  shopping.  Instead  of  emphasizing  the  true 
meanings  of  these  holidays,  we  have  watered  them  down  to  gift¬ 
giving  and  overeating.  In  my  opinion,  consumerism  has  stifled 
important  tradition  and  divided  consumers.  I  do  hot  need  any 
gifts— just  a  tasty  latke.  *  ' 
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Question 

Do  the  holidays  bring  your  family 
together  or  result  in  family  feud? 


“They  bring  us  together  because 
we  give  each  other  presents  and  have  a 
big  dinner.” 

— Brendan  McCoy,  I 


“We  don't  make  a  big  deal  about 
holidays,  so  we  never  really  get  together, 
but  we  also  don't  have  arguments.” 

— Darlene  Jean ty,  II 


“Neither,  really.  We  are  all  just 
happy  to  have  two  weeks  of  vacation.” 
— Harry  Boone,  III 


“Both.  Families  come  together  but 
then  argue  about  the  things  they  do.” 
— Julianna  Stavros,  IV 


“Yes,  holidays  bring  us  together, 
because  not  a  lot  of  my  family  lives  in 
the  U.S.” 

— Adedolapo  Abioye,  V 


“Usually  they  bring  us  togther.” 
— Stephen  Nie,  VI 


PHOTOS  BY  CHENGUN  YUAN  (III) 
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Unwrapping  the  Gay  Activist  Agenda 


By  Joshua  Li,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


There  are  two  reasons  why  I  wrote 
this  article:  to  challenge  the  open-minded 
individuals  in  our  school  with  a  new 
perspective  on  homosexuality  and  how 
it  is  presented  to  us  in  society  and 
schools,  and  to  offer  consolation 
and  encouragement  to  those  who 
are  struggling  with  their  sexual 
identity. 

The  gay  activist  agenda  needs 
to  be  subjectively  examined  to 
identify  the  goals  of  said  activists. 

I  do  not  condone  the  hatred  of 
homosexuals,  but  seek  to  identify 
the  intentions  of  the  political  move¬ 
ments  that  are  trying  to  change 
society’s  outlook  on  homosexuals. 

One  form  of  the  gay  activist 
agenda  was  the  1972  Gay  Rights 
Platform,  which  was  created  at  the 
national  Coalition  of  Gay  Organiza¬ 
tions  Convention.  It  included  de¬ 
mands  to  change  laws  that  restricted 
the  gay  lifestyle,  as  well  as  “the  repeal 
of  laws  governing  the  age  of  sexual 
consent,”  and  “the  repeal  of  all  legislative 
provisions  that  restrict  the  sex  or  number 
of  persons  entering  into  a  marriage  unit.” 
Although  these  changes  may  have  seemed 
impossible  in  their  time,  the  activists  have 
been  relentless  in  their  fight. 

The  supporters  of  this  agenda  have 
attempted  to  mingle  their  cause  with  that 


of  the  civil  rights  movement  by  presenting 
gays  as  a  victimized  minority  The  1987 
March  on  Washington  exemplified  this 
tactic  with  its  collection  of  demands, 
which  included  granting  gay  couples  equal 
status  under  the  law,  abolishing  laws  that 
classify  sodomy  as  a  crime  and  ending 


should  be  met  with  the  same  sympathy. 

The  question  of  whether  homosexu¬ 
ality  is  an  inherited  trait  has  long  been  a 
scientific  issue,  but  the  1948  survey  con¬ 
ducted  by  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Kinsey  drew  pub¬ 
lic  attention  to  the  biology  behind  sexual 
preference.  His  survey  included  a  scale 

that  went  from 
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South  Africa’s  system  of  apartheid.  The 
movement  associated  the  struggles  of 
homosexuals’  chosen  lifestyle  with  the 
struggle  of  racial  minorities  for  civil 
rights.  The  activist  leadership  created  an 
image  of  homosexuals  that  led  much  of 
the  American  public  to  erroneously  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  were  being  oppressed  in 
the  same  way  as  African-Americans  and 


one  to 

where  one  repre¬ 
sented  someone 
who  had  solely 
heterosexual 
tendencies.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  his 
pool  of  subjects 
included  male 
prisoners  and 
child  molesters, 
and  he  found 
that  a  large  per 
centage  of  this 
pool  reported 
themselves  to 
be  gay.  Kinsey 
became  so  fas- 

_  cinated  that  he 

began  to  visit 
the  gay  bathhouses  and  continue  his 
surveys  there.  The  data  Kinsey  collected 
suggests  that  up  to  47%  of  the  population 
had  homosexual  tendencies  to  some  de¬ 
gree,  making  it  appear  to  be  normal. 

Prior  to  1973,  the  American  Psy¬ 
chological  Association  (APA)  included 
treatment  for  homosexuality  in  its  medi¬ 


cal  manuals.  In  1973,  the  task  force  of  the 
gay  agenda  leadership  began  to  disrupt 
APA  meetings,  and  funded  a  campaign 
to  remove  homosexuality  as  a  disease 
from  medical  manuals.  The  APA  even¬ 
tually  caved.  These  leaders  were  able  to 
change  the  way  an  entire  nation  viewed 
homosexuality  by  a  political  vote  rather 
than  a  modern  scientific  study.  There 
was  no  new  medical  data  that  supported 
their  claims  of  a  “gay  gene,”  and  even 
today  there  still  is  not  any  proof.  The 
victory  was  huge  for  the  agenda  leaders 
because  it  accomplished  two  things:  first, 
the  redefinition  of  homosexuality  as  an 
unchangeable  identity,  and  second,  the 
refocusing  of  discussion  to  homosexual 
identity  rather  than  homosexual  activity. 
For  the  rest  of  this  article  the  definition 
of  a  homosexual  will  be  defined  as  anyone 
who  acts  on  same-sex  attractions. 

In  1989,  two  Harvard  graduates, 
Marshall  Kirk  and  Hunter  Madsen,  orga¬ 
nized  a  conference  to  discuss  the  strate¬ 
gies  they  needed  to  implement  in  order  to 
normalize  homosexuality  They  targeted 
the  media,  the  church,  the  government 
and  the  schools.  According  to  marketing 
professional  Paul  Rondeau,  there  were 
three  main  strategies  that  were  used  to 
normalize  homosexuality  and  antagonize 
the  opposition:  desensitizing,  converting 
and  jamming. 

Gay  Activist  Agenda 
Continued  on  page  7 


The  British  Are  Not  Coming 


By  Gregory  Wong,  I 

Staff  Writer 


We  are  being  deprived  of  good  mu¬ 
sic.  Yes,  good  music,  and  not  the  typical 
manic  tunes  we  catch  on  the  radio,  but 
quality  music  from  overseas.  Realize  that 
it  has  been  over  forty  years  since  the  first 
“British  Invasion”  occurred,  and  now, 
nothing:  no  apparent  invasion  from  any 
country,  not  Sweden,  or  Japan,  or  China. 
No  foreign  artists  of  any  stripe,  in  fact, 
seem  to  even  be  trying  to  break  through 
into  the  American  music  industry,  which 
is  the  world’s  most  profitable.  Last  year’s 
revenue  amounted  to  nearly  $12  billion  in 


the  U.S.  alone  and  $40  billion  worldwide, 
the  most  lucrative  of  any  record  industry 
in  the  world.  Take  notice,  music  fans:  this 
has  taken  a  toll  on  our  ability  to  get  access 
to  imported  music.  Amazon,  for  one,  con¬ 
tinually  pushes  back  its  release  dates  for 
music  imports.  Even  now,  the  Canadian 
Invasion  has  started  to  dwindle.  Remem¬ 
ber  Fefe  Dobson,  Lillix  and  Simple  Plan? 
(Okay,  maybe  not.)  In  a  globalized  world 
where  transferring  media  is  quite  easy, 
why  does  it  have  to  be  so  troublesome  to 
obtain  imported  music? 

Consider  the  iTunes  store,  where 
stacks  of  any  type  of  music  are  available 
to  sample  and  purchase.  There  are  21  dif¬ 


ferent  music  stores,  ranging  from  Austria 
to  Greece,  but  we  cannot  purchase  from 
any  of  these.  We  can  sample  their  music, 
but  we  are  forbidden  to  buy  it.  The  iTunes 
Music  store  promotes  international  mu¬ 
sic,  but  makes  it  impossible  to  actually  get 
the  files?  It’s  just  frustrating. 

American  artists,  on  the  other  hand, 
frantically  travel  overseas  to  promote 
their  music,  and  they  usually  acquire  large 
fan  bases  in  different  countries.  Madonna, 
Beyonce  and  a  plethora  of  other  American 
stars  have  gained  international  recogni¬ 
tion  and  frequently  tour  internationally 
rather  than  only  in  the  United  States. 
The  Scissor  Sisters,  who  come  from  New 


York,  have  achieved  twice  as  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  Europe  than  in  America.  Justin 
Timberlake,  who  has  recently  staged  a 
huge  comeback,  earned  a  top  five  hit  on 
the  Top  of  the  Pops  (TOTP)  UK  Singles 
Chart  in  early  November.  Currently  Akon 
and  Nelly  Furtado  are  at  the  top  of  the 
charts  over  there,  but  over  here,  I  do  not 
see  any  British  or  Swedish  artists,  whose 
music  was  a  huge  part  of  America  during 
the  ‘60s  and  ‘70s,  when  everyone  knew  the 
Beatles  and  ABBA!  Girls  Aloud,  arguably 
the  most  popular  UK  pop  group  whose 
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Don't  Let  This  Happen  to  You! 


By  Veronica  Hernandez,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Have  you  ever  been  stopped  in  the 
hallway  and  asked  to  present  your  student 
ID?  Well,  I  have  not  been  asked  yet,  but 
just  in  case  someone  does,  I  will  always 
have  it  in  my  bag.  I  can  only  imagine  what 
consequences  would  ensue  if  I  forgot  it  or 
refused  to  show  it.  The  following  incident 
at  UCLA  occurred  after  a  student  was 
asked  to  show  his  ID  and  did  not. 

OnTuesday,  November  21  at  11  p.m., 
the  UCLA  Powell  Library  was  filled  with 
students  studying  for  midterm  exams. 
(Does  this  sound  like  a  familiar  scenario, 
Boston  Latin  School  students?)  On  around 
11:30  p.m.,  23-yearold  Mostafa  Tabataba- 
inejad  was  asked  to  leave  because  he  re¬ 
fused  to  present  his  student  ID  during  a 
random  check.  Tabatabainejad  stated  that 
he  would  not  show  it  because  he  believed 
he  was  the  victim  of  racial  profiling.  Taba¬ 
tabainejad  is  of  Iranian  descent,  but  he  is 
a  U.S.  citizen  by  birth  and  also  a  resident 
of  Los  Angeles.  Witnesses  reported  that 
he  was  the  only  person  in  the  library  who 
appeared  ethnically  Middle  Eastern.  Ra¬ 
cial  profiling  has  become  pervasive  in  our 
country,  and  even  police  officers  practice 


it  on  occasions.  I  believe  that  racial  profil¬ 
ing  is  unethical  and  that  racial  prejudices 
should  never  be  used 
to  indict  someone 
for  a  crime. 

After  Tabata¬ 
bainejad  was  told  to 
leave,  he  complied 
and  began  to  walk 
toward  the  door. 

Bystanders  testify 
that  the  two  campus 
officers  grabbed  his 
arm.  Seconds  later, 

Tabatabainejad  fell 
limp  to  the  floor. 

A  quick-thinking 
student  used  a  cell¬ 
phone  to  record 
parts  of  this  incident 
in  which  Tabataba¬ 
inejad  was  tasered 
for  five  minutes.  In 
the  recording,  Ta¬ 
batabainejad  can  be 
heard  screaming  in 
pain. 

>  Taser  shocks 
are  only  supposed 
to~Bc  "usccl  iT a"  person  "poseYa physicST'or 


verbal  threat  to  the  officer  or  is  acting 
combatively.  The  officers  say  they  used 
the  device  in  stun 
mode,  which  only 
impacts  the  part 
of  the  body  that 
the  taser  touch¬ 
es.  The  device, 
however,  also 
has  a  dart  mode, 
which  is  used  to 
incapacitate  the 
person.  The  dart 
mode  fires  tiny 
electrodes  into 
person  and 
passes  a  current 
through  him  or 
her.  In  contrast  to 
the  testimony  of 
the  officers,  many 
have  stated  that 
the  taser  was  used 
in  dart  mode. 

UCLA  Act¬ 
ing  Chancellor 
Norman  Abrams 
’said  he  ordered  an  j 
investigation  into  j 
possible- misconduct  after  the  university* 


received  numerous  calls  and  emails  from 
witnesses  of  the  incident  denouncing 
the  action  of  the  police  officers.  Abrams 
appointed  Merrick  Bobb,  who  has  a 
proven  track  record  of  dealing  with  po¬ 
lice  misconduct,  to  investigate.  Bobb  will 
determine  whether  the  officers  disobeyed 
the  university  police  code  of  conduct  for 
using  tasers.  Regardless  of  the  verdict,  the 
probe  will  be  a  much-needed  analysis  of 
police  brutality  in  the  Los  Angeles  area. 
Hopefully,  it  will  lead  to  a  reduction  in 
incidents  of  police-instigated  violence. 

The  amount  of  force  that  was 
deemed  “necessary”  by  the  officers  was 
obviously  excessive.  Tabatabainejad’s 
attorney  Stephen  Yagman  describes  the 
action  of  the  officers  as  “the  use  of  great 
force  against  somebody  who  posed  no 
threat.”  I  can  understand  the  necessity 
for  campus  police  to  carry  with  them 
some  sort  of  self-defense  device,  but  these 
should  be  used  to  protect  the  students 
within  the  campus — not  to  attack  them.  I 
would  not  feel  comfortable  in  a  school  like 
UCLA,  where  students  walk  the  campus 
in  fear  of  the  “authorities.”  Police  officers 
must  not  abuses  fhe  powef  .entrusted  to 
tfiem.  Police  officers  are  supposed  to  stop 
crime-— not  perpetuate  if. 
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When  the  Elderly  Err 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Jessica  pan,  I 

Staff  Writer 


No,  we  do  not  get  to  show  up  at 
school  late  and  leave  early  just  because  we 
do  not  feel  like  being  in  class.  No,  we  do 
not  get  to  tamper  with  attendance  records 
and  school  transcripts  when  we  volunteer 
in  the  main  office.  No,  senior  sweatshirts 
do  not  automatically  exempt  us  from  haw 
ing  to  serve  detention.  Oh,  and  no,  making 
a  lunch  appointment  with  Ms.  Kelley  is 
not  a  catered  three-course  meal. 

Actually,  being  a  member  of  Class  I 
is  not  unlike  being  a  member  of  any  other 
class — except,  you  know,  we  are  just  a 
little  more  stressed  out,  a  little  more  sleep 
deprived  and  a  lot  more  eager  to  graduate 
than  the  rest  of  the  pack.  Many  “senior 
privileges”  that  other  high  schools  grant 
their  seniors  are  just  not  possible  at  the 
oldest  public  school  in  the  nation;  after 
all,  tradition  is  tradition,  and  leeway  is 
laziness,  which  is  simply  unacceptable. 

Well,  that  is  an  exaggeration.  Still, 
unlike  many  of  our  suburban  counter 
parts,  we  are  not  able  to  leave  the  school 
grounds;  not  for  lunch,  not  between 
classes  and  not  unless  we  have  parental 
permission  because  of  something  more 
imminent  than  our  contemporary,  clas¬ 
sical  education.  This  is  not  to  be  cruel  or 
unusual  on  the  part  of  the  administration; 
it  is  just  that  we  do  not  have  the  luxury  of 
an  open  campus.  I  do  not  blame  them  for 
not  wanting  us  to  wander  around  Avenue 
Louis  Pasteur.  Besides,  with  only  twenty- 
two  minutes  to  eat  lunch,  how  far  can  we 
realistically  expect  to  go? 

Of  course,  there  is  the  “senior  sec¬ 
tion” — the  single  privilege  that  both  fac¬ 
ulty  and  student  body  acknowledge — es¬ 
pecially  reserved  for  seniors  at  lunch,  but 


all  too  often,  our  space  gets  invaded  by 
underclassmen  who  have  nowhere  else  to 
sit.  Again,  I  do  not  think  this  is  an  infringe¬ 
ment  of  our  rights;  our  “dining  hall”  is  just 
not  big  enough  to  properly  accommodate 
a  full  third  of  the  student  body  otherwise. 


It  would  be  really  nice  to  have  a  senior 
only  lunch  line,  though.  After  so  many 
years  of  cramming  food  into  our  mouths 
as  quickly  as  possible,  it  might  actually  be 
nice  to  get  lunch  quickly  enough  to  have 
time  to  chew  before  swallowing. 

In  addition,  to  the  dismay  and 
frustration  of  many,  seniors  are  not  guar 
anteed  parking  in  the  school  parking  lot. 
Actually,  no  one  is.  Any  student — senior 
or  otherwise — who  parks  in  the  school 
parking  lot  during  school  hours  can  expect 
the  vehicle  to  get  towed.  It  is  pretty  harsh, 
but  teachers  here  have  neither  tolerance 


nor  patience  for  students  who  take  up 
precious  parking  spaces.  Maybe  in  future 
years,  we  can  buy  a  chunk  of  the  Simmons 
parking  lot,  since  it  never  comes  close  to 
running  out  of  space. 

If  nothing  else,  I  wish  that  seniors 


could  be  exempt  from  the  no-coffee  policy 
in  school.  The  teachers  already  know  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  Class  I  makes 
locker  runs  between  classes  to  drink  from 
thermoses  filled  with  their  caffeinated 
beverage  of  choice.  Just  imagine  how 
much  money  the  school  would  make  if 
there  were  a  coffee  maker  accessible  to 
students!  If  the  lunch  ladies  were  to  sell 
coffee  in  the  morning,  afternoon  or  even 
between  classes,  the  revenue  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  many  times  greater  than  that  from 
those  Wolfpack  flip-flops. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  many  se- 
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niors  who  do  not  mind  not  having  any 
of  the  privileges  mentioned  above.  After 
all,  none  of  them  are  necessary,  and  not 
having  them  does  not  take  away  from 
our  high  school  experience.  Of  course, 
this  does  not  go  to  say  that  being  a  senior 
means  absolutely  nothing.  There  are  some 
implicit  privileges  that  come  after  six  (or 
four)  long,  hard  years  of  learning  at  Latin. 
Once  we  have  been  successfully  promoted 
to  the  highest  echelon  of  high  school  edu¬ 
cation,  we  earn  a  certain  sense  of  respect 
from  our  teachers,  advisors  and  mentors. 
For  one,  a  lot  of  senior  classes  are  more 
discussion-based  than  lecture-based,  and 
we  are  more  encouraged  to  talk  and  share 
ideas  than  ever  before.  Also,  the  teachers 
who  teach  upperclassmen  tend  to  be  a  bit 
more  flexible  with  their  due  dates;  they 
know  how  chaotic  this  time  of  the  year 
is  for  us,  and  understand  when  we  are  un¬ 
able  to  make  homework  our  first  priority. 
Many  of  the  teachers  exert  heroic  efforts 
to  make  our  last  year  of  high  school  as 
quick  and  painless  as  possible.  If  nothing 
else,  it  is  nice  to  be  able  to  walk  down  the 
hallway  and  no  longer  be  afraid  to  look 
teachers  in  the  eye. 

Granting  a  few  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  privileges  might  actually  improve 
student  conduct.  It  would  seem  that  the 
code  of  discipline  at  Boston  Latin  is  so 
inflexible  that  there  is  no  middle  ground 
between  a  misdemeanor  mark  and  a  cen¬ 
sure,  which  goes  on  a  student’s  permanent 
record.  Teachers  are  unwilling  to  give 
punishments  that  may  affect  a  student’s 
chance  of  getting  into  college,  and  so 
certain  offenses  go  unpunished.  Senior 
privileges  would  serve  as  deterrents;  if 
there  are  perks  that  can  be  taken  away  as 
punishment,  it  might  prevent  students 
from  breaking  school  rules. 


Gay  Activist  Agenda 
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In  the  ‘70s  there  was  very  little,  if 
any,  homosexuality  on  American  televi¬ 
sion.  There  has  been  an  exponential 
increase  in  homosexual  representation 
on  prime-time  TV,  and  networks  have 
aired  shows  such  as  “Will  and  Grace”  and 
“Queer  Eye  for  the  Straight  Guy.”  This 
“desensitizes”  and  normalizes  what  was 
once  a  foreign  idea. 

“Converting”  is  the  psychological 
attack  on  those  who  are  generally  indiffer¬ 
ent.  Messages  like  “If  you  really  love,  you 
won’t  judge”  force  those  on  the  receiving 
end  to  internalize  their  distress.  People 
who  generally  prefer  to  keep  the  peace 
begin  to  feel  uncomfortable  because  they 
do  not  wish  to  be  labeled  as  “homopho¬ 
bic.”  It  is  this  fear  of  society  and  public 
opinion  that  keeps  them  in  line  with  the 
homosexual  agenda. 

“Jamming”  is  the  silencing  of  oppo¬ 
sition  with  the  help  of  media  influences. 
An  example  of  how  the  media  portrays 
the  victimization  of  homosexuals  is  the 
Matthew  Shepard  case  of  1998.  Shepard, 
a  gay  young  man,  was  robbed,  beaten,  tied 
to  a  fence  and  left  for  dead.  The  question 
is,  what  about  the  other  side?  Where  are 
the  stories  of  young  boys  being  raped  by 
homosexual  men?  Why  is  it  that  when 
the  public  finally  hears  about  such  abuse, 


the  culprits  are  priests?  The  crimes  of 
homosexual  sex  offenders  (including 
priests)  do  not  represent  all  homosexuals 
and  their  acts  are  not  a  reflection  of  the 
actions  of  all  homosexuals.  In  the  same 
way,  the  stories  of  the  Matthew  Shepard 
and  other  victims  of  “hate  crimes”  that  are 
seen  so  often  in  the  media  should  also  be 
judged  on  an  individual  basis.  Both  types 
of  stories  are  tragic,  but  if  the  media  is 
going  to  show  one  side  of  the  argument 
and  not  accurately  portray  the  other  side, 
then  the  media  becomes  propaganda  that 
fits  into  the  politics. 

We  see  some  of  these  issues  come 
up  in  our  own  school.  Tony  Kushner’s 
play  ‘Angels  in  America”  is  an  option  for 
the  senior  English  curriculum.  It  centers 
on  the  victimization  of  gays,  the  tragedy 
of  the  AIDS  epidemic  and  political  un¬ 
rest.  It  includes  graphic  descriptions  of 
AIDS  symptoms,  psychologically  troubled 
heterosexuals  and  homosexual  sex.  Sup¬ 
porters  of  this  play  say  that  it  helps  the 
student  body  keep  an  open  mind  when 
dealing  with  real  world  issues.  To  me,  this 
play  is  another  example  of  how  only  see¬ 
ing  one  perspective  skews  our  perception 
of  homosexuality.  We  do  not  see  books 
or  plays  about  homosexuals  who  turn 
heterosexual,  nor  do  we  even  associate 
the  physical  action  of  gay  sex  with  the 
argument  anymore,  so  why  should  we  be 
reading  about  the  troubles  of  men  who 


struggle  with  their  sexual  identity,  or  gay 
sex  in  the  park?  The  question  no  longer 
becomes  a  question  of  censorship,  but  of 
propaganda. 

I  do  not  believe  that  all  gays  have 
same-sex  attractions  because  they  want 
to;  I  believe  that  their  attractions  can 
be  the  result  of  their  lack  of  same-sex 
friendships  or  nonsexual  relationships, 
traumatic  experiences,  need  of  acceptance 
or  environment  of  childhood  and  adoles¬ 
cence.  Much  scientific  evidence  points  to 
homosexuality  being  learned  from  parents 
but  not  inherited.  Case  studies  included 
identical  twin  tests,  which  were  perfect 
in  the  sense  that  twins  are  identical  in 
DNA,  yet  much  more  than  50  percent  of 
the  results  showed  that  the  twins  had  dif¬ 
ferent  sexual  preferences.  Studies  like  this 
are  still  currently  being  continued. 

Ex-gay  activist  Kevin  Peterson  spoke 
about  the  mindset  he  had  when  he  turned 
gay  in  his  teenage'  years.  He  particularly 
described  an  initial  happiness  in  finding 
the  gay  community  group  that  was  just  like 
him  and  accepted  him.  After  he  became 
associated  with  the  gay  community,  he 
became  more  comfortable  with  his  attrac¬ 
tions  as  opposed  to  his  previous  “question¬ 
ing”  status.  He  became  politically  active 
for  the  homosexual  agenda;  he  worked 
hard  to  get  gay  students  and  teachers  to 
infiltrate  high  schools  for  the  purpose  of 
further  recruiting  other  “questioning” 


children.  Many  homosexuals  argue  that 
the  term  “recruiting”  is  inaccurate  and  that 
sexual  orientation  is  unchangeable,  but 
Peterson  said  in  retrospect,  that  “recruit¬ 
ing”  is  the  most  accurate  way  to  describe 
the  process,  though  he  never  would  have 
used  the  term  at  the  time.  Eventually,  his 
perceptions  changed.  He  gives  credit  to 
God  for  this,  and  also  realized  that  much 
of  what  he  believed  about  homosexuality 
was  an  ideology  set  up  by  political  lead¬ 
ers.  He  joined  various  organizations  that 
helped  him  make  strong  nonsexual  same- 
sex  friendships  and  allowed  him  to  settle 
into  a  comfortable  heterosexual  environ¬ 
ment.  He  realized  he  could  change,  and  so 
he  did.  So  I  believe  in  change,  and  various 
groups  all  over  the  country  are  mobilizing 
and  available,  such  as  PFOX  (Parents  and 
Friends  of  Ex-Gays  and  Gays),  Exodus 
International  and  Courage  Trust. 

I  hope  that  this  article  was  able 
to  bring  some  new  insight  to  those  who 
sought  it.  The  whole  point  is  this:  we  have 
not  been  able  to  see  the  true  picture  of 
homosexuality,  largely  due  to  the  media 
and  the  political  influences  that  control 
the  depiction  of  the  gay  lifestyle. 

I  ask  my  readers  to  keep  on  guard 
as  to  what  is  fact  and  what  is  propaganda, 
and  to  try  to  look  at  homosexuality  as 
objectively  as  possible,  while  keeping  in 
mind  that  this  subject  is  bound  to  stir  our 
emotions  and  arouse  our  biases. 


Christmas 
Blessings 
to  ALL 
in  2007 
MC  212 


Merry  Christmas 
to  all  my  sixies 

From  Mr.  Keel 

Happy  Holidays  to  all  my 
current  Sc  former  U.S.  His¬ 
tory  students!  U.S.  History 
is  better  than  European. 

-Ms.  Elliott 

'  '  ■  '2-32.  ,  .v. 
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Death  of  a 
Movie  Store 

By  Queen  Arsem-O'Malley,  III 

Staff  Writer 


When  was  the  last  time  you  rented 
a  movie  at  a  store?  Most  people  would 
probably  respond  “not  recently.”  The 
growing  popularity  of  movie  rental  ser 
vices  such  as  Netflix  and  Comcast’s  On 
Demand,  and  the  growing  availability  of 
TiVo  and  video  iPods,  have  made  video 
rental  stores — from  small  independent 
shops  to  large  chains — nearly  obsolete, 
and  understandably  so. 

When  Netflix  was  introduced, 
it  was  a  cheaper  and  lazier  alternative 
to  driving  to  a  rental  store,  picking 
through  hundreds  of  movies  (yet  hardly 
any  good  ones!)  and  then  paying  $5  per 
movie — more  if  you  forgot  to  return 
it  on  time.  With  Netflix,  you  can  just 
search  for  a  movie  from  a  collection  of 
thousands,  click  on  a  button  and — bam! 
Two  days  later,  the  movie  you  want  ar 
rives  in  your  mailbox.  And  who  cares  if 
you  forget  to  return  it  for  three  months? 
Netflix  certainly  does  not.  And  if  you  re¬ 
ally  savor  reading  the  summary  of  your 
movie  on  the  case,  Netflix  even  includes 
that,  just  for  you.  Six  million  Nextflix 
customers  are  a  testament  to  its  growing 
popularity 

This  system  does  have  a  flaw:  it  can 
be  frustrating  if  you  have  a  hankering  for, 
say,  a  Disney  flick,  and  cannot  wait  those 
aching  two  days  for  it  to  arrive.  Even  this 
dilemma  can  be  easily  remedied  by  On 
Demand  and  similar  services.  These  ser 
vices  have  no  membership  cards  to  keep 
track  of,  no  late  fees  to  worry  about  and 
do  not  require  spending  time  wandering 
around  the  store  trying  to  remember 
whether  H  comes  before  J  before  real¬ 
izing  that  Disney  would  most  likely  be 
found  in  “family”  instead  of  “drama.” 

The  iTunes  music  store  has  also 
recently  added  movies  that  can  be  quickly 
downloaded  to  your  computer  or  video 
iPod.  Though  iTunes’  selection  is  more 
limited  and  is  slightly  more  expensive, 
it  includes  recent  box  office  hits,  such  as 
Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  and  Freaky  Friday , 
and  slightly  older  movies  such  as  Good 
Will  Planting.  (Finally!  I  can  watch  20 
minutes  of  Lindsay  Lohan  on  my  iPod  on 
the  way  to  school!  Could  a  real,  physical 
movie  shop  ever  do  that  for  me?  I  think 
not.) 

Movie  rental  giant  Blockbuster, 
Inc.,  has  tried  to  keep  up  by  offering  on¬ 
line  rentals  similar  to  Netflix.  In  fact,  the 
Netflix  site  and  the  Blockbuster  Online 
site  are  nearly  identical.  Blockbuster  has 
also  tried  to  combat  its  business  loss  by 
offering  more  and  more  incentives  to 
customers.  The  latest  was  introduced  in 
early  November,  and  allows  customers 
to  return  movies  rented  online  at  any 
of  their  stores.  In  addition,  customers 
receive  a  free  in-store  movie  rental  in 
the  bargain. 

So  does  this  mean  the  end  of 
the  movie  rental  store  as  we  know  it? 
Hopefully,  yes.  Blockbuster  is  turning 
themselves  into  another  Netflix.  In  fact, 
Netflix  sued  the  Blockbuster  company 
earlier  this  year  for  copying  their  business 
model.  Blockbuster’s  dwindling  ground 
locations  are  the  only  thing  that  separates 
it  from  Netflix.  As  physical  movie  rental 
stores  become  extinct,  I,  for  one,  will 
not  lament  this  “loss.”  If  after  reading 
this,  you  are  still  uncertain  of  your  movie 
rental  allegiance,  just  go  out  and  buy  the 
DVD — prices  on  DVDs  have  dropped 
significantly  in  recent  years,  and  you  can 
always  buy  them  used  if  you  are  a  real 
cheapskate. 
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Iran's  Growing  Aspirations 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


Since  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans 
200  years  ago,  Iran  has  been  humiliated 
and  losing  territory,  but  today  Iran  has 
decided  to  take  back  its  “rightful”  place 
in  the  Middle  East.  Under  President 
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad,  a  fanatical 
Muslim  and  nationalist,  Iran  has  begun 
a  systematic  campaign  to  reassert  its 
national  pride.  Iran  has  been  expanding 
its  influence  through  clandestine  funding 
of  terrorists  and  by  spreading  its  intel¬ 
ligence  network.  These  are  dangerous 
moves — they  threaten  the  efforts  for 
peace  in  an  already  volatile  region.  The 
United  States,  along  with  our  allies,  must 
contain  Iran’s  aspirations. 

On  November  21,  2006,  Lebanese 
politician  Pierre  Gemayel  was  assas¬ 
sinated  after  his  car  was  ambushed  on 
the  busy  streets  of  Beirut.  Mr.  Gemayel, 
a  cabinet  minister  and  a  member  of  a 
prominent  Maronite  Christian  fam¬ 
ily,  was  a  strong  opponent  of  Syrian 
influence  in  Lebanon.  Hezbollah,  the 
infamous  Islamic  guerilla  organization 
based  in  southern  Lebanon,  is  one  of 
the  major  allies  of  Syria.  Hezbollah,  in 
turn,  is  known  to  receive  most  of  its 
armaments  from  Iran,  who  firmly  denies 
this.  Many,  including  myself,  believe  that 
Gemayel’s  assassination  was  an  attempt 
by  Hezbollah  and  its  backers  to  silence 
dissent  and  regain  control  over  Lebanon, 
as  they  have  done  several  times  in  the 
past.  Ultimately,  the  trail  leads  back  to 
Iran,  which  considers  Lebanon  one  of 
the  many  fronts  in  a  wide-reaching  war 
that  they  are  fighting  even  as  they  denies 
their  participation. 

The  threat  posed  by  Iran  is  not 


just  a  result  of  its  foreign  policy,  but  also 
a  result  of  its  domestic  conduct.  Ever 
since  the  1979  revolution  by  Islamic  fun¬ 
damentalists  under  Ayatollah  Khomeini, 
Iran  has  sought  the  defeat  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  West.  In  1979,  however, 
this  was  just  a  faroff  dream,  since  the 
country’s  armed  forces  were  in  shambles 
and  it  was  limited  by  severe  economic 
sanctions.  In  2006,  with  Ahmadinejad 
in  power,  the  fulfillment  of  this  goal  is 
closer  than  ever.  This  is  demonstrated 
by  his  new  nuclear  program.  Although 
he  and  Ali  Larijani,  Iran’s  chief  nuclear 
negotiator,  insist  that  the  program  is  for 
power  generation  only,  there  is  ample 
reason  for  the  misgivings  of  the  West. 
With  the  prospect  of  Iran  waging  jihad 
against  the  West,  a  nuclear  device  is  a 
perfect  bargaining  chip  to  force  the  West 
to  meet  Iran’s  demands. 

A  military  strike  against  Iran,  how¬ 
ever,  would  be  detrimental.  With  our 
troops  tied  up  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan, 
military  action  is  not  feasible.  More 
funding  must  be  allocated  to  intelligence 
services.  The  United  States  must  gather 
more  information  about  the  current  situ¬ 
ation  in  Iran  and  carry  out  operations  to 
prevent  any  plans  that  will  threaten  U.S. 
interests.  Instead  of  a  massive  war,  the 
U.S.  should  use  precise,  surgical  strikes 
to  derail  the  threat. 

Iran  also  poses  problems  because 
of  its  liberal  funding  of  terrorist  organi¬ 
zations.  Hezbollah  is  literally  Iran’s  pet 
project.  It  was  founded  over  20  years 
ago  with  Iranian  backing  to  aid  Shi’ite 
Muslims  and  to  act  as  a  counterbalance 
to  Israel’s  influence.  Since  then,  the 
group  has  distanced  itself  from  Iranian 
influence.  Although  it  still  needs  Ira¬ 
nian  support  to  acquire  sophisticated 


weapons  such  as  missiles,  Hezbollah  has 
now  built  such  a  large  base  of  support  in 
southern  Lebanon  that  if  Irgn  were  to  tell 
it  to  stop  attacking  Israel  and  disband, 
Hezbollah  would  snub  its  former  backer. 
In  other  words,  Iran  has  lost  control  of 
its  own  progeny.  This  dangerous  cycle  of 
funding  terrorist  organizations  and  sub¬ 
sequently  losing  influence  is  occurring  in 
Iraq  as  well.  There,  not  only  do  Iranian 
agents  work  to  disrupt  international  ef¬ 
forts  at  stopping  sectarian  violence,  but 
they  also  directly  sponsor  Shi’ite  militias, 
thus  fueling  the  cycle  of  retribution  and 
pushing  the  country  toward  a  full-blown 
civil  war.  Iran  knows  the  consequences 
of  its  actions.  Despite  this,  it  tries  to 
strike  at  the  West  in  any  way  possible. 
Ironically,  they  disregard  the  welfare  of 
their  fellow  Muslims. 

It  is  understandable  why  a  coun¬ 
try  with  a  long  history  like  Iran’s  would 
want  to  regain  its  glory.  It  is  shameful, 
however,  that  a  country  with  such  proud 
beginnings  would  use  such  devious 
methods  to  achieve  its  ends.  While  Ah¬ 
madinejad  claims  that  all  its  efforts  are 
directed  towards  defending  Islam,  the 
rest  of  the  world  knows  that  he  wishes 
to  gain  hegemony  over  the  entire  Middle 
East  and  beyond.  Iran  is  a  clear  threat  to 
world  peace  and  human  welfare,  reckr 
lessly  funding  militia  groups  and  terrorist 
organizations.  The  only  goal  it  has  not 
achieved  is  perfecting  its  own  nuclear 
device.  The  West  cannot  allow  this  to 
happen,  since  a  nuclear  Iran  tainted 
with  religious  fanaticism  could  very 
well  spark  a  nuclear  holocaust.  Until  the 
ayatollahs  and  people  like  Ahmadinejad 
are  removed  from  power,  the  nations  of 
the  world  must  work  together  to  contain 
Iran. 


The  British  Are  Not  Coming 

Continued  from  page  6 

achievements  since  2002  include  12  top 
ten  hits  and  four  platinum  albums,  have 
yet  to  even  try  to  crack  the  American 
music  industry  barrier,  which  can  seem 
like  a  huge  bulwark  for  any  foreign  artist 
to  contend  with,  no  matter  how  popular 
he  or  she  is. 

It  may  be  American  culture.  Are 
we  more  inclined  to  accept  homegrown 
artists  than  foreign  artists?  Some  say 
that  music  from  other  countries  is  nearly 
identical  to  ours,  and  thus  not  worth  im¬ 
porting,  but  this  is  completely  false.  Pop 
music,  for  example,  is  quite  different  in 
Europe  than  in  America.  The  European 
sound  is  distinctive,  and  I  prefer  that 
infectious  groove  to  any  insipid  American 
rock  or  pop,  but  there  is  no  gateway  for 
them  to  become  part  of  the  American 


music  scene.  Simply  because  they  are  un¬ 
known,  the  general  public  must  think  they 
cannot  possi¬ 
bly  be  as  good 
as,  oh,  I  don’t 
know.. .the  cast 
of  High  School 
Musical\  People 
need  to  open  up 
their  ears  and 
their  minds  and 
understand  that 
music  from  oth¬ 
er  countries  can 
be  more  than 
brilliant. 

It  can¬ 
not  simply 
be  blamed  on 
Americans’ 
poor  taste  in  music.  Record  companies 
will  not  even  test  acts  in  the  U.S.  In  Aus¬ 


tralia?  Sure.  In  India?  Why  not?  In  East 
Asia?  Definitely.  Breaking  in  here,  howev¬ 
er,  seems  to  be  a  big 
no-no  in  the  global 
music  industry.  We 
should  not  be  the 
aberration.  So,  take 
this  article  to  heart, 
music  fans  of  any 
kind:  we  want  for- 
eign  music.  It  is  to¬ 
tally  good  for  us,  for 
them,  for  everyone. 
And  the  next  time 
§  I  chat  with  some- 
<  one  about  music,  I 
|  want  him  or  her  to 
|  know  about  Marit 
Larsen,  Fedde  Le 
Grand,  Take  That, 
Jamelia,  or  Lily  Allen,  and  not  some  Fer 
galicious-ness. 


JoyeuyfNbef! 

Merry  X-mas 

I’ [[  miss  you  guys  in  Catifomia. 
Vfe  Rad  fun  wRde  it  lasted. 

I  ReCieve  in  you! 

1  LCD  B  YOU! 

<3  Dictator  RED 

I’m  supporting 
the  Argo. 

-dRe  (PRantom 

ME  LLAMO 
MIKE  CHAMO 

Happy  Holidays 

Susan,  Steven,  Ashley, 
Jessenia,  Ashley 

SPAM  RA'BP- 
YOBl’RP  MY 
PpROU! 

-Giselle 

-V.CD. 
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Funny  Man's  Not  So  Funny 


By  Colin  Santangelo,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


On  November  17, 2006,  fans  of  com¬ 
edy  in  West  Hollywood  went  to  the  Laugh 
Factory  to  hear  some  jokes  and  have  a 
good  time.  Instead,  they  were  witnesses 
to  a  shocking  slew  of  racial  epithets  from 
comedian  Michael  Richards,  best  known 
as  Cosmo  Kramer  from  the  sitcom 
Seinfeld.  I  am  sure  most  of  the  read¬ 
ers  of  thi£  newspaper  are  familiar 
with  the  event,  since  it  has  been 
viewed  well  over  a  million  times 
on  YouTube.  Richards  responded 
to  heckling  from  two  black  audi¬ 
ence  members  with  a  three-minute 
tirade  of  references  to  lynching  and 
uses  of  the  “N-word.” 

I  cannot  honestly  say  that 
Michael  Richards  has  always  been 
a  racist  person.  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  this  type  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  anger  can  be  learned 
overnight.  Despite  the  fact  that 
he  may  be  sorry  and  may  not  have 
acted  like  this  before,  there  is  still 
no  excuse  for  what  was  clearly  a 
racist  outburst.  When  asked  by 
CBS  if  he  would  have  said  the 
same  things  if  he  was  not  white, 
he  responded,  “I’m  a  performer. 

I  push  the  envelope.  I  work  in  a 
very  uncontrolled  manner  on  stage. 

I  do  a  lot  of  free  association — it’s 
spontaneous,  I  go  into  character.  I 
don’t  know.  In  view  of  the  situation 
and  the  act  going  the  way  it  was  go¬ 
ing,  I  don’t  know  The  rage  did  go 
all  over  the  place — it  went  to  everybody 
in  the  room.”  While  it  is  true  that  he  is  a 
performer,  and  that  performers  often  push 
the  envelope  to  move  their  art  forward, 
this  is  one  envelope  that  he  was  not  push¬ 
ing  and  had  no  right  to  push  anyway  Najee 
Ali,  a  civil  rights  activist,  says  it  best  in 
an  interview  with  the  New  York  Times,  “It 
wasn’t  so  much  what  he  said.  We’ve  heard 
the  word  used  by  many  comedians.  It  was 
the  rage,  the  hatred,  the  anger.” 

Perhaps  there  will  be  a  time  when  it 
will  be  okay  for  people  of  all  races  to  use 
the  N-word  to  refer  to  their  friends.  Per 
haps  it  will  one  day  replace  “guy”  or 
“homey”  in  everyday  slang.  (I  personally 
doubt  it.)  There  will,  however,  never,  ever 
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be  a  time  when  it  will  be  okay  to  use  the 
N-word  with  such  rage  and  anger  behind 
it.  Many  defenders  of  Michael  Richards 
have  pointed  out  that  the  hecklers  them¬ 
selves  called  Richards  a  “cracker”  (with 
many  swears)  and  “[expletive]  white  boy”; 
one  defender  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that 
the  hecklers  referred  to  Richards  with 
racial  epithets  more  times  than  he  did  to 


them  (not  true). 

A  member  of  an  online  forum  justi¬ 
fied  Richards’s  words,  claiming  that  “say¬ 
ing  [the  N-word]  does  not  automatically 
qualify  someone  as  a  racist.  Coinciden¬ 
tally,  this  is  stereotyping.  [...}  Choosing 
to  use  a  slur  considered  by  a  number  of 
people  to  be  a  racist  slur  does  not  auto¬ 
matically  mean  that  person  holds  some 
racist  ideology.” 

This  person  is  wrong  on  both 
accounts.  In  the  first  place,  the  word 
“cracker”  has  in  no  way  the  same  gravity 
and  meaning  as  the  N-word.  According  to 
Wikipedia,  the  term  “cracker,”  first  used 
to  describe  white  Americans  by  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  in  the  1760s,  refers  to  “a 
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lawless  set  of  rascalls  [sic]  on  the  frontiers 
of  Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia.”  It  is  not  a  nice  thing  to  say  and 
I  am  sure  the  hecklers  did  not  mean  well 
by  it.  Maybe  they  should  apologize  for 
responding  with  such  a  slur,  even  though 
they  were  provoked.  In  the  end,  though, 
the  use  of  the  word  “cracker”  pales  in 
comparison  to  Richards’s  use  of  the  N- 
word. 

The  N-word  was  used  by 
whites  in  America  from  the 
founding  of  America  until  the 
1860s  to  refer  to  their  slaves  in 
a  disparaging  manner,  and  since 
then  has  been  used  mainly  by 
white  supremacy  groups  to  put 
down  African-Americans  and  to 
try  and  separate  them  from  white 
Americans.  It  is  not  a  word  con¬ 
sidered  by  a  “number  of  people” 
to  be  a  racial  slur;  in  fact,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anyone  in  America 
who  would  deny  that  it  is  an  epi¬ 
thet  of  the  worst  kind.  There  are 
few  words  in  the  English  language 
that  have  more  awful  history  and 
more  hatred  behind  them.  Lynch¬ 
ing  and  the  N-word  is  no  empty 
association. 

Michael  Richards  has  al¬ 
ready  been  impaled  upon  the 
spear  of  public  opinion;  he  is  no 
longer  a  popular  comedian  and 
o  will  probably  find  it  extremely 
hard  to  book  shows.  This  is  how 
it  should  be.  The  time  of  forgive- 
and-forget  in  Hollywood  should 
have  ended  long  ago.  Entertain¬ 
ers,  no  matter  what  envelope  they  are 
trying  to  push,  must  be  held  accountable 
when  they  go  too  far,  as  Richards  did. 
Some  say  that  plenty  of  others  have  the 
same  racist  views,  but  they  go  about  their 
daily  lives  without  repercussions.  This  is 
true;  not  every  racist  in  America  has  been 
outed.  In  the  end,  however,  having  these 
views  as  a  public  figure  and  making  them 
known  is  far  worse  than  than  having  them 
as  a  private  citizen.  Public  figures  are  role 
models.  It  is  their  responsibility  to  be 
good  role  models  and  good  citizens.  If 
Michael  Richards  takes  that  responsibility 
so  lightly  that  he  could  say  these  things,  he 
does  not  deserve  to  be  a  public  figure.  His 
fall  from  grace  will  see  to  that. 
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Mugs 

&  Jessica  Alba 

By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Assistant  Layout  Editor 


‘Twas  the  week  of  vacation, 
when  all  through  the  house, 
not  a  creature  was  stirring, 
not  even  a  mouse; 
but  what  have  we  here, 
a  tapping  is  heard, 
now  what  could  it  be? 

But — of  course,  it’s  me. 

He’s  missing  his  sleep, 
running  high  on  caffeine, 
his  essay’s  not  done 
and  his  mood  is  quite  mean. 

Who  else  might  he  be, 
this  poor  little  wretch? 

Aha — a  BLS  student 
approaching  the  last  stretch. 

The  date  clearly  beckoned, 

O,  for  December  22nd, 
vacation’s  first  day, 
when  in  his  bed  he  will  lay. 

Is  it  just  me,  or  have  I  just  given 
Clement  Moore  a  run  for  his  money? 
While  other  people  are  looking  forward 
to  their  generic  winter  holiday,  I  look 
forward  to  sleeping  in  until  whenever 
the  fat  groundhog  looks  and  sees  that 
the  sun  is  directly  overhead  and  he  has 
no  shadow  Can  you  really  blame  me?  I’ve 
been  sleeping  more  in  school  than  I  have 
been  at  home.  For  me  and  many  others, 
the  holidays  have  become  less  of  a  holiday, 
and  more  of  a  well-deserved  rest.  One 
reason  is  that  while  there  is  an  abundance 
of  holidays  at  this  time  ofyear,  there  really 
is  not  one  that  fits  what  I’m  looking  for 
in  a  holiday. 

What  do  I  look  for  in  a  holiday, 
you  ask?  Well,  let’s  start  with  what  I  feel 
is  wrong  with  the  ones  we  already  have. 
First  off,  length:  why  are  they  all  so  short? 
Those  of  you  who  are  old  enough  will 
remember  the  winter  break  of  2002-03 
when  we  had  two  weeks  off.  You  heard  me 
right,  not  one,  but  two  whole  weeks.  This 
was  actually  only  the  result  of  a  quirk  in 
the  calendar,  but  it  was  still  amazing  and 
wonderful.  We  need  a  holiday  that  some¬ 
how  corresponds  to  our  calendar  so  that 
it  begins  on  the  first  day  of  winter  break, 
and  continues  for  the  next  fourteen  days. 
Secondly,  I  personally  think  gifts  are  fine, 
but  really,  who  needs  extra  toaster  covers? 
Bad  gifts  always  come  with  that  awkward 
“I  thought  you’d  like  one.”  There  must 
be  a  holiday  out  there  where  you  send 
people  cards  that  say  “If  I  could,  I’d  give 
you  a  date  with  Jessica  Alba,  but  I  can’t, 
so  here’s  a  $20  bill.”  Now  why  would  that 
be  great?  Like  all  good  gifts,  it  shows  you 
took  the  time  to  think  about  what  the 
person  would  want.  In  addition,  cash  is  a 
gift  that  no  one  refuses.  No  more  obvious 
gifts  (a  mug  will  look  like  a  mug  even  if  its 
wrapped),  no  more  horrid  gifts  (a  mug  is 
a  mug,  and  you  don’t  need  more  than  one 
or  two)  and  no  more  going  to  stores  you 
would  not  ordinarily  enter  under  pain  of 
death  to  redeem  gift  certificates.  (Some  of 
you  probably  have  traumatic  experiences 
as  the  only  possessors  of  a  Y  chromosome 
at  a  Sephora  store.)  If  you  are  tight  on 
money  however,  remember  that  next  year, 
you  can  buy  them  all  ads  in  the  Argo  telling 
them  how  you  feel.  (The  deadline  was  last 
Friday  to  all  you  people  thinking  you  have 
just  gotten  another  gift  idea.) 

So,  1  hope  you  have  not  already 
bought  all  your  friends  mugs  and  toaster 
covers,  but  if  you  have,  maybe  they  will 
still  talk  to  you  in  the  new  year.  If  you  are 
very  lucky.  So  save  those  twenty  dollar 
bills  and  work  on  those  cards! 
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Beatles'  New  Beats 


By  Jacob  Meister,  HI 

Contributing  Writer 


For  the  past  40-odd  years,  The 
Beatles’  music  has  been  both  an  inspira¬ 
tion  and  a  formative  influence  for  millions 
of  individuals  worldwide.  Their  politi¬ 
cally-charged  messages  and  catchy  tunes 
have  unquestionably  set  the  stage  for 
many  of  today's  popular  musicians.  Now, 
in  2006,  42  years  later,  only  two  of  the 
original  “Fab  Four”  are  still  alive — Paul 
McCartney  and  Ringo  Starr.  A  new  compi¬ 
lation  of  their  songs,  entitled  “Love,”  was 
recently  released  on  November  21.  This 
new  album  is  actually  the  soundtrack  for  a 
Cirque  de  Soleil  show  in  Las  Vegas  by  the 
same  name.  Together  with  their  former 
producer,  George  Martin,  McCartney 
and  Starr  went  back  to  the  tapes  of  their 
original  recording  sessions  for  inspiration. 
The  trio  succeeded  in  not  only  “mashing 
up”  their  own  pieces,  but  also  creating  an 
incredibly  moving  and  artistic  rendition  of 
their  best-selling  hits.  I  bought  this  album 
expecting  to  hear  the  songs  that  I  loved; 
what  I  got  instead  was  a  clever  mish  mash 
of  my  favorites.  My  reaction  was  one  of 
disappointment  and  unfamiliarity  upon 
hearing  the  first  song,  “Because,”  which 
was  rather  lackluster,  but  the  album  gains 
momentum  with  each  subsequent  track. 

Overall,  I  was  left  with  a  favor¬ 
able  impression  of  this  album.  Some 
songs  were  dull  in  comparison  with  their 
original  counterpart.  Sometimes  the  mish 
mash  of  pre-existing  songs  seemed  purely 
gratuitous,  with  a  disjointed,  illogical  mix¬ 
ing  of  treasured  melodies.  A  notable  one 
of  these  was  “While  My  Guitar  Gently 
Weeps.”  This  was  not  at  all  like  the  song 
I  came  to  love  on  the  White  Album — its 
tone  was  too  saccharine  and  schmaltzy  for 
my  taste.  Others,  like  the  mix  of  “Drive 
My  Car/The  Word/What  You’re  Doing,” 
were  masterfully  arranged,  and  seemed 
genuinely  in  the  spirit  of  The  Beatles.  As 
a  whole,  one  must  keep  in  mind  that  this 
new  rehashing  of  favorites  is  meant  for  a 
Vegas  show,  and  is  accompanied  with  a 
dazzling  array  of  costumes  and  makeup. 
The  glitz  and  glamor  of  some  of  these 
remixes  seem  perfect  for  such  a  spectacle, 
but,  as  tends  to  be  the  case,  less  captivat¬ 
ing  and  emotional  pieces  can  be  expected. 
The  fact  that  the  two  living  Beatles  were  a 
major  part  of  compiling  this  album  lessens 
the  sense  of  disappointment  which  I  felt 
with  the  less  engrossing  songs.  Still,  many 
of  the  songs,  albeit  quite  different  from 
their  original  counterparts,  were  quite 
uplifting  and  creative.  While  composed 
and  rearranged  with  the  best  of  inten¬ 
tions,  some  songs  are  just  too  familiar  and 
beloved  to  be  messed  with  and  rearranged 
countless  times.  They  should  be  left  alone, 
while  others  seem  ro  benefit  from  digital 
remastering,  and  add  to  rather  than  de¬ 
tract  from  the  emotion  and  vision  of  the 
song.  This  album  satisfactorily  takes  the 
listener  on  an  unfamiliar  voyage  through 
their  favorite  Beatles  works,  and  rarely 
disappoints  even  the  most  hardcore  fan. 
For  the  most  part,  the  mixes  are  tastefully 
arranged  with  the  best  of  intent  by  the 
Beatles  themselves.' 
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Grab  Yourself  a  Wii 


By  Alvin  Phu,  I 

Staff  Writer 


They  are  finally  here,  the  new 
consoles  for  a  new  generation:  the  Play¬ 
station  3  and  the  Nintendo  Wii.  You 
might  have  seen  the  commercials  on  TV 
or  heard  about  them  from  friends,  but 
both  consoles  are  worth  taking  another 
look  at.  They  are  distinct  examples  of 
the  direction  the  gaming  industry  is  now 
taking.  One  is  a  state  of  the  art  graphical 
powerhouse;  the  other,  a  breakthrough  in 
innovation  and  originality 

The  Wii  is  Ninten¬ 
do’s  latest  attempt  at  the 
console  game.  Graphically, 
compared  to  the  Xbox  360 
and  the  Playstation  3,  the 
console  hardly  compares. 

In  fact,  the  graphics  have 
only  slightly  improved  since 
the  Nintendo  Gamecube, 
a  console  from  the  previ¬ 
ous  generation.  When  one 
decides  to  buy  a  Nintendo 
Wii,  however,  they  should 
not  be  looking  for  pretty 
graphics  in  the  first  place. 

What  the  Wii  lacks  in  hard¬ 
ware  power,  it  makes  up  in 
originality.  The  selling  point  of  the  Wii 
is  the  innovative  controller  and  strong 
lineup  of  games.  The  Wii  uses  a  special 
controller  nicknamed  the  Wii-Mote,  a 
special  controller  that  is  shaped  like  a 
combination  of  the  old  1980s  Nintendo 
controller  and  the  remote  you  use  for 
your  TV  screen.  The  Wii-Mote  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  tethered  attachment  called 
a  Nunchuck,  which  is  required  for  many 
games.  The  Wii-Mote  is  held  in  one  hand 
while  the  Nunchuck  is  held  in  the  other. 
Both  of  these  parts  of  the  controller  have 
motion  sensors  that  can  function  on  your 
screen  (just  as  a  mouse  directly  interfaces 
with  the  pointer  on  a  computer  screen) 
or  sense  the  angle  or  speed  with  which 
you  move  it. 

Now  you  may  be  wondering  just 
what  Nintendo  could  have  been  thinking 
when  they  made  such  a  rash  and  radi¬ 


cal  decision  as  this.  The  Wii  controller, 
however,  can  be  used  in  many  different 
applications  and  games,  which  gives  it  a 
strong  edge  against  the  other  consoles. 
For  example,  the  Wii’s  strongest  launch 
title  and  newest  edition  in  Nintendo’s 
long-running  series,  The  Legend  ofZelda: 
Twilight  Princess,  is  an  action/adventure 
title  in  which  you  play  as  a  sword-wielding 
hero  named  Link  who  is  trying  to  save  the 
world  of  Hyrule  from  evil.  In  this  game, 
the  remote  is  used  for  several  different 
applications  such  as  aiming  and  pulling  it 
back  to  shoot  an  arrow  or  making  slashing 


motions  with  the  remote  in  order  to  use 
your  sword.  Another  game  called  Trauma 
Center  puts  you  in  the  role  of  a  surgeon 
as  you  use  the  remote  to  perform  surgery 
with  various  medical  instruments.  Overall, 
the  Wii-Mote  allows  for  a  very  fun  and 
very  different  experience.  The  remote  is 
different,  yet  it  makes  one  feel  completely 
at  home  when  he  or  she  picks  it  up.  Along 
with  all  these  features  and  a  strong  lineup, 
the  Wii  also  has  a  feature  called  a  Virtual 
Console.  The  Virtual  Console  allows  one 
to  download  and  play  old  Nintendo  clas¬ 
sics  from  original  Nintendo  to  Nintendo 
64  (at  a  price,  of  course).  With  strong 
online  functions  planned  in  the  future 
and  a  very  user-friendly  interface,  the 
Nintendo  Wii  is  a  powerful  contender  in 
this  generation’s  console  battle. 

The  Playstation  3  is  the  latest  con¬ 
sole  in  the  Playstation  lineup.  Although 
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Card's  Empire  Doesn't 


By  Roger  Lu,  VI 

Contributing  Writer 


Award-winning  science  fiction 
author  Orson  Scott  Card  has  previously 
explored  the  universe  and  the  politics  of 
interplanetary  colonialism  in  his  Ender’s 
Game  series,  but  his  newest  novel,  Empire 
has  brought  the  setting  down  to  earth. 
Though  the  cover  of  the  book  implies 
that  the  story  will  take  place  in  the  future, 
the  timeframe  is  actually  very  close  to 
the  present  and  the  action  is  centered  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  title  “Empire”  refers  to  the 
American  government:  the  story  starts 
with  the  United  States,  crippled  after 
the  White  House  is  attacked.  America 
splits  into  two  halves,  sparking  a  second 
civil  war.  On  one  side  is  the  so-called 
anti-terrorist  group  called  the  Progres¬ 
sive  Restoration,  and  on  the  other  the 
United  States  military.  The  Progressive 
side  uses  amazing  high-tech  machines  and 
weapons  while  the  United  States  only  has 
the  army’s  standard  weapons  and  soldiers. 
Many  states  begin  to  sympathize  with 
the  Restoration,  and  war  looms  on  the 
horizon.  While  there  have  already  been  a 
few  battles  between  the  military  and  the 
Restoration,  they  were  mere  skirmishes 
in  comparison  to  the  large  civil  war  which 
begins  to  seem  inevitable. 

In  the  story,  two  special  operations 


agents,  Reubich  Malich  and  Bartholomew 
Coleman,  try  to  uncover  the  truth  about 
who  is  masterminding  the  Progressive 
Restoration.  Both  try  to  prevent  the 
attack  on  the  White  House,  but  only 
succeed  in  weakening  it.  Still,  this  act  of 
patriotism  elevates  them  to  the  status 
of  heroes  in  the  United  States;  everyone 
with  a  television  knows  their  faces.  This 
recognition  both  helps  and  hinders  Ma¬ 
lich  and  Coleman.  Throughout  the  book 
they  wonder  about  who  is  leading  the 
Progressives  and  who  spearheaded  the 
attack  on  the  Capitol. 

The  atmosphere  keeps  a  tense  mood 
throughout  the  story,  though  the  plot 
twists  are  unexpected  in  that  there  is  little 
build-up  for  them.  Card’s  other  attempts 
to  make  the  story  more  exciting  are  also 
transparent  and  feeble  at  best.  The  story¬ 
line  resembles  that  of  the  television  show 
24.  The  dialogue  between  characters  is 
often  quickly  paced,  and  sometimes  hard 
to  follow  as  a  result.  While  the  book  lasts 
340  pages,  similar  to  the  size  of  Card’s 
other  books,  it  seemed  to  be  very  long  and 
dragged  out,  a  side-effect  of  the  thriller 
elements.  The  emotions  of  the  characters 
were  realistic  enough,  but  in  some  cases 
they  acted  much  calmer  then  they  would 
have  been  in  real  life.  One  occurrence 
of  this  is  in  a  suspenseful  chase  scene 
where  Coleman  seems  to  take  everything 
lightly. 
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or  a  PS3 

Sony  has  done  a  poor  job  of  advertising 
the  PS3,  you  should  not  allow  them  to 
scare  you  away  from  what  might  be  a  great 
investment.  Hardware-wise,  the  PS3  is 
the  strongest  out  of  all  three  Playstation 
systems.  Sony  has  gone  through  much  ef¬ 
fort  to  make  the  PS3  a  super-powered  (yet 
expensive)  machine  that  can  do  almost 
everything,  and  indeed  it  probably  can. 
The  PS3  has  strong  points  in  media  capa¬ 
bility,  internet  usability  and  graphics.  One 
of  the  unique  aspects  is  the  new‘Blue-Ray 
drive,  which  can  read  the  new  Sony  media 
format  slowly  emerging  onto  the  market. 
Not  only  does  the  PS3  have  all  these 
features,  but  the  familiar  PS2  controller 
also  received  a  makeover.  Each  controller 
now  has  an  oddly  familiar  limited  motion 
sensing  function  as  well  as  being  wireless. 
The  controllers  all  sport  a  much  smaller 
and  lighter  feel,  along  with  the  addition 
of  triggers  for  the  rear  buttons.  Despite 
all  of  these  features,  the  PS3’s  launch  titles 
were  a  little  less  than  average.  A  game  that 
really  stands  out  among  them  all,  however, 
is  Resistance:  Fall  of  Man,  a  sci-fi  based  first- 
person  shooter  that  takes  full  advantage  of 
the  PS3’s  graphical  capabilities.  The  PS3 
also  has  strong  online  capability  which  is 
completely  free  for  all  games,  a  feature 
soon  to  come  to  the  Wii.  Despite  the  lack 
of  really  strong  launch  titles,  the  PS3  has 
plenty  of  room  to  grow,  and  should  im¬ 
prove  as  time  passes  in  the  long  run. 

During  this  holiday  season,  which 
is  not  already  hectic  enough,  some  of 
us  will  have  to  choose  which  system  to 
obtain  and  how  to  invest  our  time.  It  is, 
however,  really  all  up  to  personal  prefer¬ 
ence.  If  you  are  someone  looking  for 
intense  graphics  but  nothing  we  have  not 
seen  before,  check  out  the  Playstation 
3.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  looking 
for  something  innovative  and  different, 
although  somewhat  lacking  in  power 
and  capability,  check  out  the  Nintendo 
Wii — that  is,  if  you  can  find  them.  The 
Nintendo  Wii  is  available  now  for  $250 
(or  $400  on  eBay).  The  Playstation  3  is 
available  now  for  $500  for  a  20gb  version 
and  $600  for  a  6ogb  version  (or  $700  and 
$800  respectively  on  eBay). 

Strike  Back 

Despite  some  of  its  shortcomings, 
this  book  would  be  enjoyed  by  most,  but 
for  a  die-hard  Ender’s  Game  fan,  the  book 
falls  short  of  expectations.  The  book 
advertises  itself  as  “a  disturbing  look  at  a 
possible  future,”  but  the  story  takes  place 
in  what  would  most  accurately  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  2010  or  so.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  any  amazing  technology  of  the  future 
until  halfway  through  the  book,  and  even 
so,  the  piece  of  machinery  described  is 
uncreative  and  cliche.  When  I  first  saw 
the  cover  of  Empire,  I  was  intrigued  by 
the  futuristic  images  of  tanks  firing  and 
helicopters  flying  down  from  the  skies. 
None  of  this,  however,  actually  takes 
place  in  the  book  at  all,  and  I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  by  the  lack  of  physical  fighting, 
which  was  replaced  by  characters  waging 
a  war  of  words. 

Card  repeats  his  main  theme  of  the 
book  continually,  and  seems  to  be  saying 
that  America  is  being  divided  between 
left-  and  right-wing  supporters.  He  also 
states  that  for  America  to  become  as 
grand  as  Rome  had  been  before  it  fell,  it 
must  become  an  empire,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  Card’s  own  personal  opin¬ 
ions  about  politics  as  he  kept  a  profession¬ 
ally  unbiased  tone  throughout  the  story.  In 
short,  if  you  want  to  read  quality  science 
fiction,  stick  to  Card’s  previous  work;  if 
you  want  to  enter  into  his  world  of  politi¬ 
cal  speculation,  join  the  Empire. 
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Ask  Argo:  Holiday  Worries 


By  Silvana  Vivas,  III 
&  Wendy  Papakostandini,  III 

Staff  writer  &  Contributing  Writer 


I’m  tired  of  always  giving  gift  cards. 
What  should  I  get  my  best  friend  of  five 
years? 

-  Sincerely,  A  Puzzled  Pal  (I) 
Dear  Puzzled  Pal, 

Think  about  what  your  friend  likes. 
After  five  years  of  friendship,  you  should 
know  them  pretty  well.  Try  giving  your 
best  friend  tickets  to  a  concert  you  know 
he  or  she  will  enjoy  or  buying  him  or  her 
the  DVD  of  a  favorite  movie.  You  could 
even  try  something  more  meaningful, 
like  putting  something  together  that  has 
sentimental  value  just  between  the  two  of 
you.  Maybe  blow  up  a  picture  of  the  two 
of  you  and  frame  it.  Little  things  like  that 
do  not  cost  much  money,  but  mean  a  lot 
more.  If  you  are  really  good  friends,  it  is 
not  what  you  get  him  or  her  that  matters, 
but  what  it  means  for  your  friendship.  Do 
not  forget  the  card!  As  the  old  cliche  says: 
“Keep  it  short  and  sweet.” 


My  friends  and  I  are  doing  a  “Secret 
Santa”  and  I  don’t  know  what  to  give  to 
the  girl  that  I  chose.  There  is  just  too 
much  to  choose  from.  HELP! 

-  Sincerely,  Secretly  Stressed  (III) 


Dear  Secretly  Stressed, 

Think  of  things  that  you  yourself 
would  like  to  get  from  your  Secret  Santa. 
Since  you  are  both  friends  and  around 
the  same  age,  your  interests  should  not 
be  completely  different.  The  best  Secret 
Santa  gift  for  a  girl:  candy  or  a  stuffed 
animal.  Anything  fluffy  will  be  fine.  If 
you  really  want  to  go  the  extra  mile,  you 
could  make  her  cookies  or  brownies  as 
well.  My  Secret  Santa  did  that  for  me 
two  years  ago  and  I  absolutely  loved  it. 
Just  don’t  forget,  for  Secret  Santa,  giving 
something  people  generally  like  is  a  good 
rule  to  follow.  That  way,  there  is  no  risk. 
As  an  addendum,  any  girl  from  13  years 
old  and  up  likes  to  pamper  herself,  so 
beauty  products  are  your  best  bet. 


I  don’t  know  what  to  give  my  best  friend, 
who  I  also  happen  to  be  in  love  with. 
What  should  I  give  him? 

-  Sincerely,  Lost  in  Love  (II) 

Dear  Lost  in  Love, 

The  best  way  to  get  his  attention 
is  to  do  something  cute  and  creative. 
Take  him  out  to  his  favorite  place,  what¬ 
ever  it  is:  the  movies,  a  sporting  event 
or  just  somewhere  to  eat.  If  all  else  fails, 
small  presents  like  his  favorite  candy  or 
something  that  would  remind  him  of 


you  function  as  good  gifts  because  they 
are  simple  but  thoughtful.  Remember, 
a  gift  from  the  heart  is  always  the  best 
way  to  go.  Give  the  gift  properly.  Most 
importantly,  don’t  apologize  for  what 
you  got  him  or  give  a  big  speech  on  how 
lame  or  stupid  the  gift  is.  Don’t  degrade 
your  gift  by  saying,  “My  mom  thought 
you’d  like  it.” 


I  want  to  take  my  mother  to  a  special 
concert  for  Christmas.  Do  you  have  any 
suggestions  on  an  interesting  show  to 
take  her  to? 

-  Sincerely,  Momma’s  Boy  (V) 

Dear  Momma’s  Boy, 

In  the  Boston  area,  you  can  find  a 
variety  of  classic  and  fun  holiday  shows 
everywhere  you  go.  Some  of  the  most 
common  shows  are  the  Boston  Pops 
Holiday  Concert,  The  Nutcracker  and 
the  Radio  City  Christmas  Spectacular.  All 
of  these  are  timeless  concerts  and  your 
mom  is  sure  enjoy  a  night  of  Christmas 
spirit  with  you  at  reasonable  prices.  If  it 
is  too  expensive,  you  can  always  buy  her 
a  CD  of  her  favorite  singer  or  make  her 
a  mix  CD  yourself  so  she  can  listen  to  it 
in  the  car  (although  this  may  cause  you 
the  embarrassment  of  her  singing  along 
in  front  of  your  friends). 


Quick  Gift  Guide 


By  Denise  Nguyen,  III 
&  Jasmyne  Raneri,  III 

Contributing  Writers 


The  Looking  Glass  Wars  by  Frank  Bed- 
dor  (Fantasy/Action  &  Adventure) 

Recall  sixie  year.  Remember  read¬ 
ing  Alice  and  Wonderland?  When  the  text 
was  introduced,  your  teacher  probably 
told  you  that  Reverend  Charles  Dodgson 
(known  to  you  as  Lewis  Carroll),  created 
an  imaginary  world  called  Wonderland  for 
a  little  girl  named  Alice  Liddell.  What  if 
the  tale  belonged  to  Alice,  and  it  was  she 
who  first  related  the  tale  to  Carroll?  What 
if  Wonderland  wasn’t  so  wonderful  and 
enigmatic  after  all? 

The  Looking  Glass  Wars  starts  off  in 
Wonderland  when  seven  year  old  princess 
Alyss  Heart’s  parents  are  murdered  by 
her  aunt  Queen  Redd  who  then  seizes 
the  throne.  Alyss  escapes  by  jumping 
into  the  Pool  of  Tears  and  finds  herself 
in  Victorian  England.  When  Alyss  meets 
the  Reverend  Charles  Dodgson,  she  tells 
him  this  tale.  He  publishes  her  story  in  a 
book  and  gets  everything  wrong — even 
her  name.  Everyone  believes  that  Alyss’ 
story  is  just  an  imaginary  tale.  While 
Alyss  is  away,  however,  a  rebellious  group 
called  the  Alyssians  are 
plotting  against  the  evil 
Queen  Redd.  All  they 
need  to  do  is  bring  Alyss 
back  to  Wonderland  so 
she  can  take  her  place  as 
the  rightful  queen. 

The  Big  Shuffle  by 
Laura  Pedersen  (Coming 
of  Age  Fiction) 

Hallie  Palmer,  a 
college  sophomore,  has 
never  really  taken  respon¬ 
sibility  for  anything.  That 
is,  not  until  her  dad  dies 
and  her  mom  ends  up  in  a 
mental  hospital  after  haw 
ing  a  nervous  breakdown. 

Even  worse,  she  and  her 
boyfriend  break  up,  her  older  brother  Eric 
has  a  scholarship  and  cannot  leave  school, 
and  her  sister  Louise  runs  away  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Hallie  eventually  drops  out  of 


school  to  raise  her  other  seven  siblings 
with  the  help  of  her  friends  and  com¬ 
munity.  Just  as  things  start  to  feel  normal 
again  their  Uncle  Lenny  arrives  to  liven 
up  the  household.  De¬ 
spite  the  absence  of 
her  parents  and  the 
apparent  chaos  of  her 
life,  Hallie  begins  to 
grow  stronger  and  re¬ 
alizes  that  “life  can  be 
a  dime  and  every  dime 
has  two  sides  plus  an 
edge.” 

Farewell  Summer , 
by  Ray  Bradbury  (Fic¬ 
tion) 

Whether  you’re 
a  Bradbury  buff  or  not, 
most,  if  not  all,  are  fa¬ 
miliar  with  Fahrenheit 
451.  Ray  Bradbury’s 
latest  fictional  narra¬ 
tive  is  a  sequel  to  Dandelion  Wine  entitled 
Farewell  Summer.  This  novel  was  fifty  years 
in  the  making  and  continues  the  story  of 
Doug  Spaulding,  a  thirteen-yearold  boy 
who  doesn’t  want  summer  to  end.  He  and 
his  friends  come  up  with  impossible  ideas 
to  make  time  stand  still  and  even  scheme 
to  stop  the  clock  atop 
the  courthouse  build¬ 
ing  so  summer  will  last 
forever.  The  old  men 
who  witness  their  plot¬ 
ting,  however,  know  that 
time  is  indefatigable. 
The  young  boys  know 
that  they  have  to  grow 
up  sooner  or  later,  but 
they  want  to  enjoy  their 
adolescence  for  as  long 
as  possible.  The  con¬ 
temptuous  old  man  who 
enforces  the  town’s  cur 
few  dislikes  the  boys’ 
carefree  way  of  living 
and  is  bent  on  teaching 
them  a  lesson.  In  the 
end,  however,  it  is  the  boys  who  end  up 
teaching  him  a  lesson,  and  one  he  will  not 
soon  forget:  the  importance  of  not  being 
afraid  to  let  go.  . 


The  Innocent  Man  by  John  Grisham 
(True  Crime) 

John  Grisham  is  known  for  his  legal 
thrillers,  but  his  latest  book  is  his  first 
attempt  at  nonfiction.  It 
describes  the  conviction 
of  Ron  Williamson,  a  man 
who  was  wrongfully  ac¬ 
cused  of  murder.  Grisham 
was  a  lawyer  himself  and 
he  was  outraged  and  in¬ 
trigued  when  he  learned 
of  this  case.  His  interest 
in  this  story  eventually 
led  to  the  publication  of 
this  shocking  thriller  that 
will  draw  you  in  with  the 
first  sentence.  Based  on 
illogical  and  unconvincing 
evidence,  Ron  Williamson 
was  sent  to  death  row  for 
a  crime  he  did  not  com¬ 
mit.  This  chilling  account 
will  pique  your  interest  and  make  you 
question  everything  you  know  about  our 
legal  system.  If  you  believe  that  everyone 
is  innocent  until  proven  guilty,  this  book 
will  astonish  you.  If  you  believe  the  death 
penalty  is  just,  this  book  will  gall  you.  If 
you  believe  America’s  criminal  justice  sys¬ 
tem  is  fair,  this  book  will  certainly  make 
you  think  twice. 

DVD  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean:  Dead 
Man's  Chest 

The  second  installment  of  the 
Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  trilogy  is  now  on 
DVD!  More  mysterious  and  enthralling 
than  the  last,  this  is  sure  to  be  a  great 
stocking-stuffer.  Captain  Jack  Sparrow 
(Depp)  has  been  reinstalled  as  captain  of 
the  Black  Pearl,  but  owes  his  soul  to  the 
dastardly  Davy  Jones  (Bill  Nighy),  ruler 
of  the  ocean  depths  and  captain  of  the 
legendary  ship  The  Flying  Dutchman.  His 
misadventures  interrupt  Will  (Bloom) 
and  Elizabeth  (Knightley)  as  they  are 
about  to  exchange  wedding  vows.  They 
rush  to  the  rescue,  and  the  film  is  full  of 
one  swashbuckling  action  sequence  after 
another.  The  movie,  however,  ends  with 
a  cliffhanger,  giving  nothing  away  and 
leaving  you  wondering  what  will  happen 
next. 


Best  Local  Cocoa 


By  John  McKenna,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Yes,  it  is  that  time  of  the  year  again. 
With  sleigh  bells  jingling  and  tempera¬ 
tures  dropping,  it  is  time  to  break  out  the 
hot  drinks,  and  the  number  one  non-egg 
based  drink  around  the  holidays  is  hot 
chocolate.  Xocoatl  is  one  of  those  things 
that  warms  you  up  when  you  get  home 
from  school.  If,  however,  you  are  not  in 
the  mood  for  the  lackluster  hot  chocolate 
that  comes  in  those  paper  packets,  then 
you  could  go  to  some  of  these  places  for 
some  great  hot  chocolate. 

Likely  the  most  popular  hot  spot 
among  teenagers  is  Starbucks.  Starbucks, 
as  most  of  us  know,  is  a  chain  coffee  shop 
that  normally  includes  large  armchairs 
and  comfy  couches.  For  the  holidays, 
Starbucks  makes  three  types  of  hot 
chocolate:  peppermint,  regular  and  white 
chocolate.  The  peppermint  hot  chocolate 
is  a  pleasantly  minty  drink  with  a  dollop 
of  quick-melting  whipped  cream,  and  the 
regular  hot  chocolate  is  a  harmony  of  milk 
and  chocolate,  making  for  a  rather  sweet 
beverage.  The  white  chocolate  tastes 
slightly  different,  having  just  a  little  more 
milk.  The  cost  is  about  $3.50  for  a  “tall,’I * * * * * 7 
and  roughly  $4.50  for  a  “grande.” 

If  you  are  looking  for  something  a 
little  different,  try  Temper  Chocolate  in 
the  Hotel  Commonwealth,  near  Kenmore 
Square.  It  is  a  small  boutique  on  the  first 
floor  that  is  easy  to  pass  by,  but  worth 
the  search,  because  it  offers  two  differ 
ent  types  of  hot  chocolate:  European 
and  American.  The  European  variety 
has  water  in  it,  while  the  American  is 
made  with  milk.  Also,  you  can  opt  for 
hot  chocolate  spiked  with  cinnamon  and 
chili  powder.  The  spiced  hot  chocolate  is 
highly  recommended,  because  the  drinks, 
no  matter  what  style,  are  as  sweet  as  a 
melted  Godiva  chocolate  bar.  Temper 
Chocolate  is  on  the  pricey  side,  with  hot 
chocolate  costing  between  $3  to  $5,  and 
various  types  of  bonbons  $1  to  $3,  but  it 
is  certainly  worth  it. 

Another  place  that  makes  hot 
chocolate  is  Athan’s  European  Bakery 
and  Cafe  in  Brighton  and  Washington 
Square,  Brookline.  It  is  noted  for  having 
a  modern  European  cafe  atmosphere, 
with  tables  against  the  wall,  along  with 
authentic  pastries  and  fancy  coffee  drinks. 
Caveat  bibitor:  the  hot  chocolate  comes 
so  scathingly  hot  that  it  can  burn  your 
tongue,  so  remember  to  keep  your  cool. 
The  lovely  chocolate  flavor  is  hidden  be¬ 
hind  a  dominant  creamy  texture,  which 
can  be  brought  out  with  a  sprinkle  of 
cocoa  powder  and  cinnamon  from  the 
condiment  table.  For  about  $2.50  for  a 
small  size,  it  is  not  all  that  bad.  It  goes 
well  with  any  of  Athan’s  fine  desserts  like 
the  dense  baklava,  flaky  apple  crisp  or  the 
“Jamaica,”  a  chocolate  mousse  torte  with 
a  cherry  center. 

If  you  are  willing  to  take  a  trip  across 
the  Charles  River,  check  out  the  famous 
L.A.  Burdick  in  Harvard  Square.  Not 
only  does  it  serve  hot  and  cold  chocolate 
drinks,  but  it  has  a  wide  variety  of  gour 
met  chocolate  confections  including  cute 
bite-sized  mice  and  penguins.  This  is  a 
great  place  to  get  food-based  Christmas 
presents  for  friends  and  family  Be  warned 
though,  seating  is  limited,  and  it  gets 
crowded  in  the  evenings.  The  selection 
of  hot  chocolate  includes  white,  milk  and 
dark.  Prices  are  moderate,  though  servings 
are  on  the  small  end.  Drinks  range  from 
$2  for  a  small  to  $4.50  for  a  large. 

These  places  make  some  of  Boston’s 
most  famous  hot  chocolate,  and  are  always 
perfect  locations  to  warm  up  when  the 
weather  gets  cold.  Be  sure  to  go  to  these 
places  over  the  break.  Happy  Holidays! 
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Spotlight 


Chris  Smith 


By  Andrew  Hannon,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Wow...  what  can  I  say  about  Chris 
Smith?  I  almost  feel  as  if  we  were  one  and 
the  same.  I  first  met  Chris  in  Mr.  Stephen 
Harris’s  eighth  grade  art  class.  Chris  and 
I  spent  the  majority  of  the  year  trying 
to  convince  Brendan  Brassil  (I)  that  he 
subconsciously  hated  the  Irish.  Also,  it 
was  (and  still  is)  slightly  funny  that  if  you 
say  Chris  Smith  really  quick,  it  sounds  like 
“Christmas.”  This  just  goes  to  show  what 
is  considered  entertaining  in  the  eighth 
grade.  The  first  time  we  ever  hung  out  was 
the  last  day  of  school,  which  consisted  of 
us  passing  time  by  using  up  the  remain¬ 
ing  time  on  our  bus  passes,  for  no  reason. 
(As  we  discovered.  Oak  Grove  really  isn’t 
that  cool.) 

When  it  comes  to  all  things  digital, 
Chris  is  your  expert.  I  would  need  extra 
hands  to  count  the  number  of  times  a 
conversation  has  started  with,  “Yeah,  I’m 
watching  the  local  news  of ‘Insert  Name  of 
Foreign  Country  Here.’”  One  other  thing 
that  people  don’t  know  about  Chris  is  that 
he  is  a  boneless  buffalo  wing  aficionado. 
I  believe  he  is  writing  a  book,  but  I  may 
be  mistaken. 

Chris  has  been  a  pillar  of  BLSTV 
since  the  very  beginning,  when  it  consisted 
of  a  few  people  in  the  third  floor  confer 
enee  room.  I  bet  you  did  not  know  about 
that.  If  you  check  out  room  009  before 
school,  after  school,  during  school  and 
sometimes  over  vacation,  then  chances  are 
he  will  be  in  there  tinkering  with  some¬ 
thing.  (Always  with  the  tinkering...) 

It  was  not  until  junior  year  that 
Chris  was  finally  convinced  to  come  up 
to  the  Art  wing  and  transfer  some  of  his 
tech  skills  to  the  theater,  and  he  has  not 
looked  back  since.  So  far  he  has  run  lights 
for  “The  Moonlight  Room,”  along  with 
“Now  That’s  Funny!”  and  this  year  he  was 
the  Tech  Manager  for  “Rumors”  and  will 
be  the  same  for  this  year’s  Guild  produc¬ 
tion.  What  can  I  say?  He’s  good  at  what 
he  does.  Despite  all  this,  Chris  still  seems 
to  have  more  free  time  than  anyone  else 
that  I  know.  I  have  pretty  much  single- 
handedly  proven  that  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  number  of  ideas  that  this  young  man 
can  come  up  with  when  he  is  bored.  Just 
ask  him  sometime. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  question 
about  what  Chris  is  going  to  study  in  col¬ 
lege,  but  there  is  more  a  question  of  where 
he  will  go.  As  Chris  himself  said,  “Who 
knows  where  I’ll  end  up?”  Regardless  of 
where  he  goes,  you  are  eventually  going 
to  see  something  that  he  has  produced. 
It  might  be  an  Emmy-winning  drama,  a 
funny  British  comedy  or  just  a  live  report 
from  God-knows-where.  One  thing  is 
certain:  it  will  be  good. 

There  is  not  much  to  say  about  Chris 
that  has  not  been  said  already  So  what  else 
can  I  say  about  someone  who  has  become 
one  of  my  best  friends?  Well,  I  could  say 
that  he  is  a  sharp-dressed,  TV-loving, 
electronics-forthe-TV-studio-at-Savers- 
shopping,  fellovirFriday-night-Route-One- 
walking  techie  with  impeccable  hairstyl¬ 
ing.  He’s  just  an  all-around  great  guy,  who 
does  not  look  like  me  at  all. 


-  A&E 

Yellow  Subs  Are  Even  Tastier 


By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Staff  Writer 


The  Yellow  Submarine  Improv 
Troupe  was  created  with  a  Beatles  song  in 
mind.  It  consists  of  an  elite  few  comedians 
who  have  the  talent  to  go  up  on  stage  and 
make  up  a  whole  scene  in  their  minds  in 
about  1.3845  seconds.  It  is  not  as  easy  as 
it  looks  to  create  a  whole  “long-form” 
scene  (a  series  of  scenes  that  may  or  may 
not  be  connected  to  one  another),  which 
is  plausible  and,  hopefully,  funny.  Oh,  but 
do  not  think  improvisation  is  all  about 
being  funny.  The  key  to  improvisation  is 
being  realistic  and  thinking  on 
your  feet.  Although  previous 
acting  skill  would  be  prefer 
able,  one  really  does  not  need 
prior  experience.  Mr.  Michael 
Guerra  (’03),  now  a  student 
teacher  for  Mr.  Robert  Redd, 
was  one  of  the  original  found¬ 
ers  of  the  Troupe.  He  says,  “I’d 
never  done  improv  before..! 
was  really  excited  about  do¬ 
ing  theater,  and  being  able  to 
make  things  up.”  This  style  of 
acting  is  all  about  thinking  and 
making  a  scene  seem  very  real 
no  matter  how  ridiculous  the 
occasional  audience  sugges¬ 
tions  are.  A  current  co-captain 
of  the  Troupe,  John  Walsh  (I), 
says,  “It  takes  guts  to  stand  up  in  front  of 
an  audience  with  nothing  prepared  and 
just  act.. .There  are  a  lot  of  rules  to  re¬ 
member  and  it  does  take  lots  of  practice.” 
Essentially,  you  have  to  go  with  the  flow, 
blend  in  with  your  fellow  improvisers  and 
continue  as  if  your  life  depended  on  it. 

The  Troupe  was  created  in  1999  by 
Mr.  Guerra  along  with  Josh  Michel  (’02) 
and  Jack  Ferris  (’02)  with  the  help  of  Ms. 
Sarah  Teasdale,  the  former  drama  instruc¬ 
tor.  It  was  and  has  always  been,  however, 
a  student-run  club.  As  of  now,  the  Troupe 
is  an  “open  troupe,”  meaning  people  who 


want  to  improvise  are  able  to  join  freely, 
though  there  is  a  limit  to  those  who  can 
be  in  shows.  Every  Monday  and  Thursday, 
they  meet  in  some  various  areas  in  the 
Music  Wing.  Look  for  a  large  group  of 
funny  people  either  in  Mr.  Christopher 
Charig’s  room  or  the  Black  Box — sorry, 
the  Studio  Theatre — and  you  are  set.  As 
for  their  events,  there  will  be  three  improv 
shows,  including  the  one  that  was  held 
on  December  1  in  the  “Studio  Theatre.” 
There  were  two  performances,  at  3  and 
7,  but  I  shall  get  to  that  later.  Currently, 
there  are  approximately  30  people  in  the 
Troupe  from  eighth  graders  all  the  way 


up  to  seniors. 

I  went  to  the  earlier  of  the  two  most 
recent  improv  shows.  After  I  bought  my 
ticket,  I  was  asked  to  write  a  line  to  de¬ 
liver  and  a  “quirk”  (such  as  “being  schizo¬ 
phrenic”  or  “having  a  squeaky  voice”). 
These  would  be  used  later  in  the  improv 
games  “Whose  Line?”  and  “Newscasters.” 
“Whose  Line?”  consisted  of  two  people 
in  a  rushed  situation  who  have  to  quickly 
read  out  fines  that  the  audience  made  and 
essentially  connect  them  with  the  scene. 
Among  one  of  the  funnier  fines  was,  “Oh 
surprise,  I’m  a  midget.”  Even  this  was 


professionally  played  out  into  the  scene. 
“Newscasters”  was  a  game  that  had  two 
news  anchors,  a  sports  reporter  and  a 
weather  man,  all  with  different  quirks. 
It  was  very  funny.  No  doubt  because  of 
their  training,  the  actors  displayed  profes¬ 
sionalism  and  did  not  laugh  at  themselves 
despite  the  funny  fines.  Among  the  other 
games  were  “The  Good,  The  Bad,  and  The 
Ugly”  (three  advice  panelists),  “Melvin”  (a 
series  of  long-form  scenes),  and  a  “Cookr 
ing  Show.”  During  that  last  scene,  one 
person  acted  as  his  scene  partner’s  arms 
while  cooking  with  ingredients  such  as 
pickles,  peanut  butter,  flour  and  water. 

Quite  yummy.  The  ac¬ 
tor,  Connor  Nee  (IV), 
actually  ate  part  of  this 
mix,  as  did  a  member 
of  the  audience.  At  this 
particular  show,  the  Stu¬ 
dio  Theatre  was  filled 
with  audience  members 
eager  to  participate. 

According  to  the 
co-captains,  they  plan  to 
have  two  more  shows  in 
January  and  March.  Up 
until  now,  the  Troupe 
has  had  sixteen  shows. 
They  will  be  in  the  same 
place  and  will  probably 
cost  the  same  amount 
of  money:  three  bucks. 
It  is  the  self-described  “cheapest  school 
event”  and,  possibly,  the  funniest.  You  may 
have  seen  the  signs  for  the  show,  some  fea¬ 
turing  Whitey  Bulger  and  other  random 
people  who  were,  apparently,  going  to  be 
in  attendance.  Still,  it  was  a  great  time  and 
I  can  only  expect  more  from  the  Troupe  in 
the  future.  Unfortunately,  two  of  the  four 
co-captains  are  graduating  this  year,  and 
thus  changes  will  occur  next  year  with  an 
influx  of  new  captains.  Do  not  miss  out  on 
the  rest  of  this  year’s  shows  or  on  trying 
your  own  hand  at  it!  Improv  is  a  lot  harder 
than  everybody  thinks...  or  is  it? 


Don' 

By  Diana  Kelly,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Brighton  is  full  of  quaint  mom  and 
pop  sandwich  shops  and  pizza  joints,  but 
there  is  no  other  place  that  holds  the  key 
to  as  many  hearts  as  the  Tin  Tin  Buffet. 
The  buffet  is  always,  to  say  the  least,  an  ad¬ 
venture.  Upon  entering  its  double-hinged 
glass  doors  you  are  sure  to  stumble  upon 
a  kid’s  makeshift  fourth  birthday  party  or 
the  American  Geriatrics  Association  tot¬ 
tering  through  the  aisles  of  buffet  trays. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  the  owners 
of  the  Tin  Tin  Buffet  saved  the  money  on 
interior  decorating  in  order  to  prepare 
delicious  food  lavishly,  but  that  could  not 
possibly  be  correct.  The  “restaurant”  is 
poorly  fit,  most  likely  to  hide  dust  and 
other  various  sketchy  splatters,  as  well  as 
the  peeling  wallpaper  and  unwashed  rug. 
The  ears  of  the  buffet-goers  are  assailed  by 
Mix  98.5  blaring  from  the  kitchen  which 
only  serves  to  increase  the  unauthentic 
vibe  that  seems  to  permeate  through  the 
streaked  glass  doors  of  the  restaurant. 

Upon  entering  the  eatery  you  are 

Merry  Christmas  to  all 
friends  of  Pat  Meade. 
Now  I  don't  need  to 
buy  you  anything. 

-Love, 

Vour  best  friend 


t  Touch  the  Jello 


greeted  by  a  temporarily  smiling  host,  who 
will  then  seat  you.  If  you  are  a  teenager, 
he  or  she  watch  you  like  a  hawk  until  you 
pay  at  the  end  of  the  meal,  then  proceed 
to  follow  you  and  your  companions  eerily 
out  the  door.  Before  you  leave,  however, 
visit  the  bathroom  facilities,  which  are 
standard  and,  unlike  the  rest  of  the  restau¬ 
rant,  surprisingly  well  maintained.  Unfor 
tunately,  they  are  commonly  frequented 
by  inebriated  locals. 

But  let’s  talk  about  the  other  end  of 
the  spectrum.  The  Tin  Tin  Buffet  offers  a 
colorful  assortment  of  pastas,  soups  and 
meat-like  products.  Your  safest  bet  (and 
the  least  likely  to  be  crawling  with  E.  coli) 
is  anything  that  is  fried  (think:  chicken 
fingers,  egg  rolls,  French  fries,  etc).  If  you 
are  training  for  Fear  Factor,  however,  you 
might  consider  sampling  the  fried  octo¬ 
pus,  the  ancient  hard-boiled  eggs  or  the 
faux  green  Jello  substance  that  should  have 
been  used  to  reinforce  the  I-93  tunnel. 

Like  most  other  Chinese-Ameri- 
can  restaurants,  there  is  hardly  anything 
authentic  on  the  trays — except  dump¬ 
lings  and  egg  rolls.  For  around  10  bucks, 


however,  you  can  get  a  refillable  fountain 
beverage  and  as  much  food  as  you  can 
bear  to  eat  before  realizing  that  most  of 
it  is  still  alive. 

One  of  the  few  novelties  of  Tin  Tin 
is  the  self-serve  soft  ice  cream  dispenser, 
which,  placed  over  some  hot  “authentic 
Chinese  apple  pie,”  tastes  pretty  mag¬ 
nificent  and  might  even  make  you  forget 
everything  else  you  managed  to  eat. 

While  the  wait  staff  keeps  constant 
watch  of  adolescents  for  fear  that  they 
may  run  off  with  a  fake  bamboo  plant 
and/or  a  table  set  with  broken  metal 
chairs,  they  are  by  no  means  inattentive. 
Plates  are  removed  frequently  before  you 
are  finished,  and  drinks  are  refilled  upon 
request. 

The  Tin  Tin  Buffet  is  by  no  means 
gourmet  greatness,  but  it  has  been  the 
source  of  laughter  and  memories  for  many. 
So  if  think  you  have  a  stomach  of  steel, 
you  can  check  it  out  at:  200  North  Beacon 
Street,  Brighton,  MA.  Parking  is  available. 
It  is  accessible  by  the  MBTA  (the  86  bus 
from  Harvard  Square  and  Sullivan  Sta¬ 
tion).  Take  out  is  also  available. 


To  my  star-studded  homeroom  201 
Have  a  Blessed  Holiday 
and  a  great  vacation! 

-Ms.  O’Malley 
rm  201 


Page  13 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


- -  A&E  — - 

Diamonds  Are  a  War's  Best  Friend 


By  Elizabeth  Jager,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Set  against  the  backdrop  of  the 
chaos  and  civil  war  that  enveloped  Africa’s 
Sierra  Leone  in  the  1990s,  Blood  Diamond 
is  an  outstanding  story  of  the  real  trials 
and  conflict  surrounding  the  diamond 
industry.  The  movie  follows  the 
story  of  Danny  Archer  (Leonardo 
DiCaprio),  an  ex-mercenary  from 
Zimbabwe.  Along  with  Archer  is 
Solomon  Vandy  (Djimon  Houn- 
sou),  who  is  a  Mende  fisherman. 

Both  men  are  African,  but  their 
histories  and  their  circumstances 
are  vastly  different  until  their 
fates  become  entwined  in  a 
common  quest  to  recover  a  rare 
diamond,  which  was  discovered 
by  Vandy.  This  is  no  common 
diamond;  it  is  so  rare  and  valuable 
that  it  has  the  power  both  to  transform  a 
life  and  to  get  one  destroyed. 

Vandy,  who  has  been  taken  from  his 
family  and  forced  to  work  in  the  diamond 
fields,  finds  this  extraordinary  gem  and 
hides  it,  knowing  that  if  he  is  discovered, 
he  will  be  killed  instantly  by  the  slaughter 
ers  who  run  the  illegal  diamond  mine.  He 
understands  that  he  needs  the  diamond  to 


save  his  son  Dia  from  the  horrific  fate  of 
becoming  a  child  soldier. 

Archer,  a  man  who  has  made  his 
living  by  trading  diamonds  for  weapons, 
learns  ofVandy’s  hidden  stone.  He  knows 
that  a  diamond  like  this  is  a  once-in-a- 
lifetime  find.  It  is  valuable  enough  to  be 
his  ticket  out  of  Africa  and  away  from  the 

0,  JH 


cycle  of  violence  and  corruption  in  which 
he  has  had  to  live  for  his  entire  life. 

During  his  search  for  Vandy,  Archer 
meets  American  reporter  Maddy  Bowen, 
played  by  Jennifer  Connelly.  She  is  an 
idealistic  American  journalist  in  Sierra 
Leone,  sent  to  uncover  the  truth  behind 
conflict  diamonds.  Her  goal  is  to  expose 
the  complexity  of  the  diamond  industry 


DICAPRIO  AND  HOUNSON 
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leaders,  who  have  chosen  huge  profits 
over  basic  principles  and  morals.  Bowen 
attempts  to  convince  Archer  to  be  her 
source  of  information,  but  after  a  while, 
it  is  Archer  who  needs  her  help. 

With  Bowen’s  help,  Archer  and 
Vandy  embark  on  a  dangerous  trek 
through  rebel  territory,  fearing  for  their 
lives  the  entire  way  and 
coming  close  to  losing 
them.  Within  this  story 
of  greed  and  power  lies 
a  more  powerful  theme. 
Archer  longs  to  find  his 
ticket  out  of  Africa  at  any 
cost.  Vandy  cares  only 
£  for  his  son  and  his  abil- 

4UJ  _ 

£ity  to  protect  him  from 
the  mental  and  physical 
|  danger  of  the  life  of  a 
5  child  soldier  during  this 
- -  warring  time. 

Blood  Diamond  allows  us  to  get  a 
glimpse  of  what  life  was  like  for  people  in 
Africa  during  this  time  of  terror.  A  moving 
story  of  a  son’s  emergence  into  manhood 
and  a  father’s  search  makes  this  movie  all 
the  more  emotionally  trying  and  teaches 
a  valuable  lesson:  the  importance  of  fam¬ 
ily  and  love  is  much  greater  than  that  of 
anything  material. 


# 


Apocalypse  Then 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


No  matter  what  your  opinion  of  Mel 
Gibson’s  political  views  is,  or  who  was 
actually  responsible  for  the  last  couple 
of  wars,  there  is  no  denying  that  he  can 
direct  a  strong  movie.  His  latest  film, 
Apocalypto,  opens  with  the  charming  slay¬ 
ing  of  a  tapir,  and  as  all  the 
men  gather  around  to  eat 
its  warm  organs,  we  bear 
witness  to  some  humor; 
savor  it.  For  one  of  the 
goriest  movies  I’ve  seen  in 
a  long  while,  it  sure  has  a 
lot  of  cheap  practical  jokes, 
which  one  would  expect 
from  Van  Wilder  4,  not  a 
period  piece  in  an  obscure 
Mayan  dialect. 

But  the  jokes  end 
pretty  quickly.  Our  hero, 

Jaguar  Paw,  and  everyone 


ate  to  rescue  his  family,  and  his  looming 
sacrifice  might  put  a  damper  on  it. 

The  displaced  tribe  seems  unaware 
of  the  fact  that  the  continent’s  greatest 
empire  exists  only  a  day’s  walk  away.  We 
have  to  overlook  that,  however,  as  another 
story  unfurls  itself.  The  Mayan  civilization 
is  struggling  to  survive:  disease  and  famine 
have  killed  many  and  the  people  turn  to 
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GIBSON  WITH  NO  NAME^TORS 


else  are  dragged  off  by  Mayan  warriors 
who,  in  short  order,  murder  some  people, 
rape  some  women,  tie  up  the  men  and 
leave  the  children  behind.  Jaguar  (or  is 
it  Mr.  Paw?)  has  hidden  his  pregnant 
wife  and  child  in  an  empty  well,  and  as 
we  watch  him  being  led  away,  the  plot 
becomes  evident.  Let’s  face  it,  the  story 
itself  is  far  from  being  the  most  original 
thing.  The  setting,  however,  is  both  mag¬ 
nificent  and  terrifying,  and  this  is  where 
Gibson  wins  us  over.  Jaguar  Paw  is  desper 


the  continual  sacrifice  of  human  beings 
in  order  to  appease  the  gods.  We  now  lay 
witness  to  some  very  graphic  mutilations. 
A  man’s  heart  is  cut  out,  and  he  watches 
it  beat  in  a  priest’s  hand.  That  is,  right 
before  his  head  is  lopped  off  and  thrown 
to  the  adoring  crowd.  His  stump  of  a  body 
is  then  sent  after  it.  Rinse  and  repeat. 

I’m  not  going  to  give  away  much 
more,  but  the  second  half  of  the  film  is 
a  chase  through  the  jungle.  Apparently, 
they  invented  a  new  way  to  carry  a  camera 


for  these  scenes,  and  the  wild,  furious 
sequences  through  the  jungle  surpass  the 
action  in  any  Mission  Impossible ,  or  even 
James  Bond.  The  adrenaline  rush  is  very 
nice,  and  for  the  most  part  unending, 
but  you  have  to  sacrifice  just  about  any 
skepticism  to  get  it.  How  one  might  out¬ 
run  a  jaguar  with  the  extra  disadvantage 
of  having  a  couple  holes  in  himself  is 
■  31  mystifying.  Further,  how  a  woman, 
on  the  brink  of  death  and  living 
in  a  hole,  can  look  so  fabulous  is 
beyond  me. 

The  movie  was  shot  on  high 
definition  video,  something  that 
looks  incredibly  crisp  and  at  times 
as  green  as  a  PBS  special.  Besides 
this,  Mel  Gibson  has  created  the 
0  ancient  world,  which  is  for  the 
|  most  part  devoid  of  any  noticeable 
|  digital  add-ins.  The  characters  are 
S  genuine  too,  and  from  a  cast  of 
^unknowns,  who  were  discovered 
by  Gibson  and  chosen  for  their 


lack  of  fame;  there  is  no  overacting. 

Let’s  be  honest;  this  is  not  a  film  for 
the  -squeamish.  The  violence,  although 
executed  with  a  little  less  devilish  enthu¬ 
siasm  than,  say,  Hostel ,  is  omnipresent. 
This  is  an  action  adventure  flick  that 
delivers  in  spades,  with  few  twists  but 
limitless  energy.  Don’t  like  Mel  because 
he  is  an  angry  drunk,  or  because  he  isn’t 
fond  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  but  rather 
for  his  movies,  because  Apacalypto  is  good. 
Violently  good. 


Explore  the  Art  of  DISSENT! 


By  Geri  Medina,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Dissent:  an  omnipresent  course  of 
action  entwined  in  the  fabric  of  this  na¬ 
tion.  Dissent  has  been  a  catalyst  of  politi¬ 
cal  and  social  revolutions  throughout  the 
world  and  has  never  failed  to  present  itself 
in  words,  music  or  art.  It  led  to  liberty  and 
the  eradication  of  oppression,  on  which 
this  country  was  founded.  It  is  the  potent 
combination  of  opposition  and  action  for 
the  purpose  of  achieving  righteousness. 
In  the  past,  it  was  sometimes  ignored. 

•  On  occasion,  it  was- intentionally  hidden.- 


Harvard  University’s  Fogg  Museum  ex¬ 
hibits  the  history  of  dissent  in  art.  A  small 
exhibit,  filled  with  a  vast  collection  of 
talent,  ingenuity  and  audacity,  “Dissent!” 
reminds  us  of  the  struggles  and  efforts  of 
artists  throughout  the  world.  It  reminds 
us  of  the  power  vested  in  us  and  that  we 
must  continue  to  strive  for  justice  and  a 
better  world. 

Upon  entering  this  exhibit,  visitors 
notice  a  large  figure,  painted  black  and 
centered  at  the  front  of  the  hall — perhaps 
.  familiar,  but  in  an  unsettling  way.  The  cap¬ 
tion  indicates  that  this  figure  is  an  inmate 
-of  the  Abu  Ghraib  prison  in  Iraq,  which 


was  known  for  years  as  Hussein’s  center 
of  torture  against  dissidents  and  most 
recently  as  the  United  States’s  prison  for 
Iraq  detainees.  “Stop  BS”  is  written  above 
the  prisoner.  Most  recently  designed  by 
Richard  Serra,  the  original  print  of  this 
image  reads  “Stop  Bush.”  By  removing 
the  “u”  and  “h”  from  the  name  Bush,  Serra 
created  an  iconic  phrase,  deemed  extreme 
but  relevant  enough  to  understand.  Serra’s 
depiction  speaks  loudly,  clearly  addressing 
his  views  of  the  Bush  administration 
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Spotlight 

Theresa  Cleary 


By  Maya  Stroshane,  I 

Copy  Editor 


Her  address  is  The  Strings  Room, 
Music  Wing,  78  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur. 
Maestro  is  her  homeboy.  She  has  her  own 
gang  of  freshmen — the  illustrious  Ninth 
Grade  Octet.  She  owns  violin  and  viola. 
She  is  Theresa  Cleary,  Strings  Extraordi¬ 
naire  and  Most  Amazing  Diva  Ever. 

If  we  flash  back  nine  years,  when 
Theresa  was  but  a  third  grader,  we  would 
witness  the  day  her  life  changed,  when 
she  first  coveted  the  skills  of  a  girl  who 
played  violin  well  enough  to  perform  in 
church.  Even  then,  Theresa  would  not 
be  left  behind;  having  gained  the  will,  the 
parental  permission,  the  teacher  and  the 
physical  instrument,  she  began  her  career 
as  a  violinist.  By  the  sixth  grade,  she  was 
playing  duets  with  that  same  girl,  but  her 
strings  career  really  took  off  when  she 
entered  seventh  grade  at  BLS. 

With  such  experience  tucked  under 
her  studded  belt,  she  began  Junior  Strings 
in  seventh  grade  and  progressed  to  Senior 
Strings  in  ninth  grade,  where  she  has  been 
ever  since.  She  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  Honors  Orchestra  since  her  sixie  year. 
This  was  just  not  enough  for  her,  however; 
remember,  she  had  the  will  to  get  ahead 
since  third  grade.  In  the  summer  before 
ninth  grade,  she  started  along  a  new  path: 
the  viola.  This  was  the  start  of  what  would 
become  a  long-lasting  and  very  profitable 
romance.  Theresa  started  played  viola 
for  the  Wolfgang  String  Quartet  in  ninth 
grade  and  continues  doing  so  today.  She 
has  since  greatly  improved  her  viola  skills, 
and  is  currently  a  viola  section  leader 
for  both  Honors  Orchestra  and  Senior 
Strings. 

Still,  all  the  music  BLS  has  to  offer 
is  not  enough  for  Theresa  and  her  blazing 
hot  strings.  Since  the  summer  she  has 
played  in  four  different  orchestras  outside 
of  school.  One  of  these  orchestras  played 
at  the  Hatch  Shell,  which  made  Theresa, 
in  her  own  words,  “as  excited  as  a  panda.” 
Her  dream  is  to  someday  play  for  the 
Boston  Symphony  Orchestra. 

Theresa  is  amazing,  but  she  is  self¬ 
less  enough  to  share  the  wealth.  In  10th 
grade  she  coached  and  conducted  the 
Sixie  Quartet,  and  further  expanded  her 
horizons  by  working  with  the  same  group 
of  students  as  a  coach  for  the  Eighth 
Grade  Octet  the  next  year.  Over  the 
summer,  she  was  hired  to  teach  violin  and 
viola  at  MJ’s  Music  School  in  Waltham. 
She  admits  that  she  would  enjoy  being  a 
music  teacher,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
she  could  rival  the  Maestro  himself  in 
coolness  and  ability. 

I  have  had  the  distinct  pleasure  of 
knowing  this  musically  talented  barrel  of 
laughs  since  the  eighth  grade.  Whether 
we’re  attending  a  Boston  Lyric  Opera 
concert  or  hanging  out  in  a  friend’s  bath¬ 
room,  Theresa  always  makes  it  a  grand  old 
time.  She  rocks  at  violin  and  viola.  She 
helps  others  rock  at  strings.  She  rocks, 
in  general.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you,  the 
reader,  will  get:  a  chance  to  experience 
her  wonderfulness,  whether  in  concert 
or  in  person. 
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Smith  in  Pursuit 


New  Years  Fashion 


By  Emily  Cirillo,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


“The  Pursuit  of  Happyness  is  the  inspi¬ 
rational  true  story  of...”  We  have  all  seen 
those  “based  on  a  true  story”  Hollywood 
jobs  before.  I  am  not  going  to  lie;  I  hon¬ 
estly  did  not  want  to  see  this  movie  in 
theaters,  especially  with  the  end  of  term 
so  near.  Despite  my  initial  reservations, 
this  film  left  me  pleasantly  surprised.  A 
mixture  of  great  act¬ 
ing,  a  moving  story,  % 
beautiful  directing  W& 
and  perfect  father  ■ 
son  chemistry  really 
made  this  film  stand 
out. 

Will  Smith 
plays  Chris  Garden¬ 
er,  a  man  who  has 
to  raise  his  son  after 
his  wife  leaves  him. 

He  competes  in  a 
high-pressure  unpaid 
stockbroker  trainee 
program.  Ironically, 
he  is  completely  broke...  so  much  so  that 
he  is  kicked  out  of  his  apartment,  spends 
a  night  in  jail  for  not  paying  his  numer 
ous  parking  tickets,  and  gets  kicked  out 
of  another  new  apartment,  forcing  him 
to  hit  rock  bottom  and  sleep  in  a  public 
restroom  in  a  subway  station  and  various 
homeless  shelters. 

Smith  gives  a  powerful  and  authen¬ 
tic  performance  which  is  sure  to  create 
some  Oscar  buzz.  Over  the  years,  with 
the  exception  of  his  role  in  Ali,  Smith 
has  played  action  heroes  or  comic  char 
acters.  In  this  most  recent  film,  Smith 
utilizes  his  charm  and  the  natural  genuine 
presence  that  he  seems  to  have  in  all  his 
performances.  He  makes  the  character 
of  Chris  Gardener  his  own,  but  still  does 
justice  to  the  real  life  Chris  Gardener. 
Smith  adds  his  own  comedic  flair,  but 
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and  the  treatment  of  prisoners.  A  humor 
ous  comic  strip  by  David  Rees  parallels 
Serra’s  work  in  content.  The  piece,  titled 
“Get  Your  War  On,”  was  also  a  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  Bush  administration  and  the 
Iraq  War.  It  incorporated  a  conversation 
between  two  men  working  in  an  office 
that  features  heavy  exaggeration  about 
certain  measures  taken  during  the  war. 
The  proceeds  from  sales  of  this  comic 
were  given  to  the  artist’s  foundation, 
Adopt-A-Minefield,  which  seeks  to 
clean  unexploded  landmines  around  the 
world. 

Past  the  collection  of  art  created 
in  the  past  are  two  paintings,  the  first  of 
which  is  divided  into  a  foursquare  court 
and  reads  “AIDS,”  while  the  Coca-Cola 
slogan  and  emblem  is  mocked  by  “Enjoy 
AZT.”  A  radical  shift  in  content,  these 
prints  try  to  reveal  how  corporations 
handled,  or  in  this  case  did  not  handle,  the 
AIDS  epidemic  in  the  early  1980s.  The 
AZT  print  is  a  more  direct  representation 
of  the  artists’  sentiments  and  disdain  with 
a  resonating  message  of  “Is  This  Health 
Care  or  Wealth  Care?”  The  AIDS  print 


with  an  older  and  more  serious  tone  than 
his  days  on  The  Fresh  Prince  of  Bel-Air.  Out 
of  all  of  his  performances,  this  is  one  of 
my  favorites. 

The  real  highlight  of  this  film,  how¬ 
ever,  comes  from  the  supporting  role  of 
Jaden  Smith,  Will  Smith’s  actual  son.  The 
younger  Smith  plays  Chris’s  confused  son, 
Christopher,  who  has  complete  trust  in 
his  father.  The  chemistry  between  the 
two  is  undeniable;  their  interaction  on 
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By  Cat  Coyne,  I 

Staff  Writer 


WILL  SMITH  IS  READY  TO  DECLAIM 


Happy  holidays 
From 
Skip 
£• 

My  boy 
Mike  Pudrick 


screen  is  genuine  and  could  only  have 
come  from  their  off-screen  experiences 
together. 

The  only  disappointment  is  Thand- 
ie  Newton,  who  plays  Chris’s  wife  Linda. 
All  she  does  is  cry,  whine  and  yell  at 
Will  Smith’s  character.  She  overacts  her 
small  role,  but,  understandably,  it  must 
be  pretty  hard  to  continuously  yell  at  a 
charmer  like  Will  Smith. 

Italian  director  Gabriele  Muccino, 
who  makes  his  American  debut  with  this 
film,  paces  it  well.  The  scenes  are  short 
and  to  the  point,  but  still  add  some  fluff 
and  charm  to  the  story.  I  highly  recom¬ 
mend  this  film  to  everyone.  Anybody 
who  has  had  a  bad  day  will  be  uplifted 
by  this  movie,  and  perhaps  realize  the 
importance  of  the  relationship  between 
parents  and  children. 

was  purposely  depicted  as  so  in  order  to 
burst  the  euphemistic  bubble  and  allow 
the  word  itself 
to  be  its  reality 
Other  artwork 
displayed  also 
blatantly  speaks 
out  against 
dastardly  cor¬ 
porations  and 
their  unethical 
activities,  such 
as  a  picture 
featured  in  The 
New  York  Times 
called  “Guilty” 
by  Fred  Toma- 
selli,  which  uses 
a  psychedelic 
background 
within  a  picture 
of  a  fraudulent 
business  man 
and  wife. 

The  ex¬ 
hibit  features 
some  work 
from  the  civil 
rights  move¬ 
ment;  from  a 


Hoot  a  luLfppy  Iroilday. 
Best  wishes  to  you 
Mid yovw jimuiy. 


With  perhaps  the  most  fabulous 
of  holidays  just  around  the  corner,  the 
question  on  most  budding  fashionistas’ 
minds  is  “What  ever  shall  I  wear  for  New 
Year’s  Eve?”  Cut  the  holiday  expenses  by 
cutting  up  some  fabric  and  creating  your 
own  remarkable  New  Years  party  outfit. 
The  basic  theme  for  New  Years  fashion 
is  classic.  Trying  to  be  overtly  trendy  on 
New  Year’s  Eve  can  leave  you  with  one  big 
resolution:  to  get  some  style.  Whenever  I 
think  of  New  Years  my  mind  immediately 
travels  to  the  era  of  Jay  Gatsby  The  Flap¬ 
per  Era  had  classic  style,  with  a  tinge  of 
risque  attitude.  Now  I  am  not  saying  to 
let  loose,  but  New  Years  is  one  of  the  few 
times  that  you  can  add  a  little  more  glitz  to 
your  classic  party  dress.  People  of  Gatsby’s 
time  understood  color  and  were  not  al¬ 
ways  entirely  WASP  appropriate,  but  they 
certainly  knew  how  to  stand  out. 

You  can  create  a  Gatsby  inspired 
mini-dress  easily.  Your  father’s  oversized 
shirt  and  your  bubbe’s  thick,  bold  pashmi- 
na  scarf  are  the  only  things  you  need.  Wrap 
the  shirt  around  your  frame  and  secure  it 
by  wrapping  the  pashmina  around  your 
midriff.  Now  you  have  definitely  created  a 
classic  cummerbund,  channeling  not  only 
Gatsby  but  a  little  Yamamoto  menswear  as 
well.  Dress  up  your  shirt-dress  with  layers 
of  thin  gold  chains.  A  trip  to  the  hardware 
store  can  save  you  some  money  on  bling 
too.  Buy  yourself  a  few  gold  trinkets  such 
as  a  key,  pad  lock  or  maybe  even  a  copper 
t-joint  and  string  them  along  a  chain.  Most 
hardware  stores  sell  chains  by  the  foot  or 
yard  in  every  size  at  an  affordable  price. 
Add  a  little  more  of  that  1920s  feel  to  your 
dress  by  adding  not  just  one  feather,  but 
a  whole  peacock  to  your  hair.  Don’t  leave 
your  legs  bare;  pair  your  dress  with  some 
thick  leggings  to  stay  warm.  The  last  thing 
you’d  want  to  catch  on  your  big  night  is  a 

picture  by  Andy  Warhol,  which  zooms  into 
the  infamous  picture  of  the  Kent  State 

shootings, 
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to  paint¬ 
ings  featur- 
ing  words 
by  Sister 
Corita  call¬ 
ing  for  the 
Church  to 
be  more  lib¬ 
eral  towards 
people  of  all 
races,  back¬ 
grounds  and 
sexualities. 
Scenes  of  po¬ 
lice  brutality, 
to  the  words 
of  “Black  is 
Beautiful”  or 
“I  am  a  Man” 
in  various 
colors  and 
^sizes,  invoke 
gthe  spirit 
|of  the  civil 
g rights  move- 
Iment  and  its 
large  mani- 
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case  of  pneumonia. 

If  you  don’t  want  to  look  that  fabu¬ 
lous,  put  on  your  Little  Black  Dress.  The 
LBD  is  classic  and  comes  in  a  variety  of 
shapes.  With  the  revival  of  the  bell-shaped 
hem  this  season,  the  little  black  dress  is 
better  than  ever.  If  you  don’t  have  one, 
places  like  Target  and  H&M  always  have 
a  very  good  selection  for  great  prices.  If 
you  are  actually  searching  for  that  vintage 
vibe,  there  are  plenty  of  places  around  the 
city  that  carry  a  variety  of  authentic  dress¬ 
es  from  the  ’20s  and  ’30s.  Honeyspot  in 
Jamaica  Plain  is  a  good  place  to  start,  but 
don’t  overlook  thrift  stores  like  Boomer 
angs  in  JP  and  Urban  Renewal  in  Brighton. 
Make  sure  to  spice  up  your  dress  just  a  tad 
with  some  brightly  colored  tights. 

In  the  event  that  the  dress  idea 
doesn’t  tickle  your  fancy,  here  is  how  you 
can  create  some  spectacular  pants  in  just 
a  few  minutes:  take  an  old  pair  of  flared 
jeans  or  pants  and  turn  them  inside  out. 
Pin  the  flare  in  along  both  sides  of  your 
calf.  Now  sew  the  line  which  you  have 
pinned  either  by  hand  or  with  a  machine, 
turn  them  right  side  up  and  now  you’ve 
got  yourself  a  fantastic  pair  of  skinny  fit 
pants.  If  you  want  to  save  even  more  pull 
out  a  pair  of  last  season’s  cuffed  shorts. 
When  paired  with  tights,  they  are  a 
fabulous  way  to  take  on  a  New  ''fear’s  Eve 
party  in  style. 

Now  if  the  clock  is  ticking  and 
it’s  almost  midnight,  there  is  only  one 
thing  that  can  save  you.  Search  your 
grandmother’s  closet — even  better,  your 
grandpa’s — to  find  a  truly  vintage  piece. 
Grandparents’  closets  are  chock  full  of 
hidden  gems,  but  it  requires  a  little  dig¬ 
ging.  Don’t  worry  about  seeming  over 
sized;  not  only  is  baggy  in  this  season,  but 
an  oversized  dress  is  a  true  throwback  to 
Gatsby’s  era.  Stick  a  belt  on  top  of  that 
dress  for  an  incredible  look.  Now  go  out 
and  paint  the  town  red! 

festation  within  the  arts. 

Harvard  also  shares  within  the 
exhibit  a  few  selections  from  its  own 
history  with  Life  covers  featuring  school 
strikes  by  teachers  and  students  and 
original  T-shirt  mantras  fighting  for  the 
eighrhour  work  day.  Harvard  takes  pride 
in  also  contributing  to  the  world  of  radi¬ 
cal  art,  and  so  the  exhibit  ends  with  that 
contribution. 

The  original,  unique  and  bold 
statements  from  these  pieces  give  a  bet¬ 
ter  insight  into  the  unsung  significance 
of  their  values.  Though  a  small  exhibit, 
the  experience  of  viewing  cool  and  pro¬ 
vocative  art  is  enlightening.  If  you  are 
interested  in  taking  a  microscopic  look 
at  particularly  leftist  events  and  issues 
throughout  our  history  and  art  that 
utilizes  every  square  inch  of  its  frame  to 
powerfully  reflect  on  social  conditions, 
then  this  makes  for  a  radical  outing. 

High  school  students  can  enter  any 
Harvard  Art  Museum  for  free,  and  free 
pamphlets  are  available.  Directions  and 
location  can  be  found  on  the  museum’s 
website  at:  http://www.artmuseums. 
harvard.edu/informatio  n. 

Dissent!  (Novemeber  11,  2006 
-  February  25,  2007) 
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Latin  Beats  English;  Ends  on  Positive  Note 


By  Brendan  McCoy,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Dari  an  Walker  (II),  Connor  Finnerty 
(III)  and  even  Stephen  McMahon  (I)  pound¬ 
ed  the  English  defense  by  breaking  big  runs 
In  the  116th  annual  Latin-English  downfield.  Despite  the  best  efforts  by  the 
game,  the  Wolfpack  hoped  to  continue  its  running  backs,  none  were  able  to  cash  it  into 

recent  dominance  and  once  again  “Bomb  the  end  zone,  as  it  took  Maneikis’s  quick 
the  Blue.”  This  year’s  edition  of  the  game  quarterback  sneaks  behind  a  dominant  oft 
was  played  out  on  a  cold,  wet  Thursday,  but  fensive  line  to  score  points.  Maneikis,  who 

the  weather  was  not  a  factor  for  the  mem-  scored  both  of  the  'Packs’  touchdowns  on 
bers  of  the  Wolipack,  who  have  become  scrambles,  explained  what  it  was  really  like 

used  to  such  conditions  by  practicing  in  to  the  Argo  after  being  misquoted  in  The 

the  same  elements  every  day  for  the  past  Boston  Herald.  “Touchdown!  The  O-line 
three  months.  As  Erik  Blomquist  (I)  simply  made  a  great  hole  and  we  hadn’t  scored 
explained,  “It’s  football  weather.”  Boston  many  touchdowns  this  year  so  it  felt  good 
Latin  School  won  the  toss  to  start  the  game  to  get  in,”  said  Maneikis,  who  felt  proud  to 

but  chose  to  de¬ 
fer  and  kick  off 
to  English,  forc¬ 
ing  them  to  play 
into  the  howling 
wind.  English 
had  a  strong  first 
drive,  working  all 
the  way  down  to 
the  8-yard  line  be¬ 
fore  coughing  up 
a  clumsy  fumble. 

Due  to  the  poor 
weather,  neither 

side  passed  much  wolfpack  defence  lines  up  against  the  blue 

while  interceptions  of  Captain  Greg  Manei-  finally  get  the  record  straight.  These  two 
Ids'  (I)  early  passes  forced  Latin  to  resort  touchdowns  combined  with  a  two-point 

more  to  the  ground  game,  an  aspect  that  conversion  from  Walker  put  the  Wolipack 
Latin  soon  took  control  of.  up  by  14,  and  they  never  looked  back.  The 


defense,  centered  by  Connor  “Diesel”  Dug-  despite  this  year’s  less-than-perfect  DCL 
van  (I)  never  gave  _ _ _ record.  A 

s.1*.,^,  ■  ^  ~  ^ 

just  too  much  for  team  huddling  together  for  the  final  game  to  ^  hard* 
them  to  handle,  play  smart 

because  we  just  tightened  up  and  go  to  the  pole.  So  anyone  can  become 
and  made  crucial  stops.”  Thus,  one.”  Though  Iannaccone  makes  it  sound 
the  oldest  continuing  high  simple,  becoming  an  All-Star  takes  hard 
school  rivalry  in  the  country,  work  and  dedication,  so  congratulations  to 
which  Fittingly  took  place  at  Speicher  and  Iannaccone  on  their  special 
the  historic  Harvard  Stadium  achievements. 

once  again  this  year,  ended  in  a  While  this  year’s  players  did  not 

bittersweet  14-0  Latin  shutout  “vanquish  all  their  foes”  as  Dan  Duggan  (II) 
victory  “It  wasn’t  always  pretty,  predicted  they  would,  they  definitely  played 
but  the  point  is  that  we  were  hard  and  “brought  the  pain”  to  other  teams, 
able  to  come  away  with  the  win  The  two  games  that  the  ‘Pack  did  win  were 
and  keep  the  tradition  alive,”  also  the  most  significant  ones  of  the  year 
said  Captain  Ben  Speicher  (I).  against  cross-town  rivals  Catholic  Memorial 
At  the  rally  the  day  before  and  Boston  English.  Captain  Garo  Yessayan 

_  the  game,  it  was  announced  that  (I)  neatly  summed  up  the  season  by  saying, 

two  Latin  seniors,  Andrew  Iannaccone  and  “We  practiced  a  lot  and  everyone  played 
Captain  Speicher  were  honored  as  Dual  hard  no  matter  what  the  score.  We  did  some 
County  League  All-Stars.  This  recogni-  things  good  and  some  bad,  but  overall  it  was 
tion  brings  pride  to  everyone  on  the  team,  a  good  season.” 


Boys'  Swimming:  Back  and  Better 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Every  day  during  winter,  you  see  a 
throng  of  boys  congregating  near 
the  main  door  of  the  school  at  2:15 
p.m.,  waiting  for  a  bus  to  arrive 
that  will  take  the  group  either  to 
its  practice  or  a  meet.  This  group 
is  Boston  Latin  School’s  boys’ 
swimming  team,  which  consists 
of  31  individuals  who  all  make  the 
commitment  to  both  practice 
every  day  and  to  try  their  best  in 
raking  in  wins  for  the  school  in 
the  tough  and  competitive  Dual 
County  League. 

Last  season,  led  by  Coach 
Curley  Peterson,  the  team  finished 
with  a  record  of  7-5  overall.  The 
swimmers  considered  last  year’s 
campaign  to  be  successful,  as  the 
Wolfpack  was  competing  with  very  good 
teams  in  every  meet  they  attended.  The 
team  actually  had  a  few  individual  swim¬ 
mers  who  were  able  to  compete  in  the 
State  Finals,  including  Stephen  Lo  (I), 


Chris  Coombs  (I),  Vinh  Truong  (II),  Luka 
Grujic  (III),  David  Yazbeck  (III)  and 
Edwin  Angieli  (V). 

Heading  into  this  season,  the  WolF 


CAPTAINS  DON'T  CHARGE  ADMISSION  FOR  THIS  GUN  SHOW 


pack  is  led  again  by  Coach  Peterson  and 
a  Dynamic  Trio  of  captains:  Coombs, 
Lo,  and  Ian  Kapuza  (I).  These  three  boys 
are  a  group  of  experienced  swimmers,  as 
they  have  all  participated  on  the  team  to¬ 
gether  for  the  past  two  seasons.  Coombs 


and  Kapuza  were  also  captains  last  year, 
while  Lo  has  been  promoted  this  season 
because  of  his  leadership  qualities  and 
commitment  to  the  team.  Overall,  this 
is  shaping  up  to  be  one  of  the 
more  interesting  years  in  boys 
swimming.  On  the  status  of 
the  upcoming  season,  Captain 
Kapuza  says,  “I  am  confident 
of  our  team  this  year.  We  have 
some  returning  veterans  as  well 
as  some  very  promising  recruits. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  is  going 
to  be  a  successful  season.  The 
Boston  Latin  Swim  Team  is  back 
and  it’s  better  than  ever,  just  like 
the  Hess  Truck!” 

The  team  looks  solid  this 
year,  with  a  strong,  thorough 
g  roster.  In  fact,  many  on  the 


‘  team  feel  that  this  year’s  group 
has  the  potential  and  the  talent 
to  be  the  strongest  swim  team  in  Boston 
Latin’s  history  They  lost  only  two  seniors 
last  year,  James  Mealey  and  Wyatt  Crane, 
so  the  main  core  of  last  year’s  team  is  still 
in  place.  Jonathon  Wang  (I)  is  looking 


Girls'  Hockey  Has  Potential  for 


By  Delia  Klim,  II 
&  Greer  McCormick,  II 

Contributing  Writers 


The  Boston  Latin  School  girls’ 
hockey  team  is  already  off  to  a  great 
pre-season  start  as  their  regular  season 
has  been  fast  approaching.  With  four 
experienced  captains,  Diana  Kelly  (I), 
Colleen  Doogan  (I),  Ann-Marie  Elvin  (II) 
and  Kathleen  Roche  (II)  leading  the  team, 
they  will  be  sure  to  overcome  the  loss  of 
the  2006  seniors.  Tiana  Tassinari  (II),  a 
starting  defender,  said,  “The  captains  are 
awesome.  They’re  doing  a  really  great  job 
being  supportive  and  helping  everyone 
out.  Personally,  Colleen  Doogan  helped 
me  improve  my  shot  and  I’m  very  grate- 
fill  fbrthat.”  Captain  Roche,  who  led  the  j 
st^SQP.in  scoring  last  .year,.  i_s_desc;nbed_  as.  J 


having  a  “nose  for  the  net”  and  is  sure  to 
continue  her  dominance  this  season. 

There  is  definitely  a  lot  of  hard 
competition  that  the  girls  are  going  to 
have  to  face.  “Like  always  the  Fontbonne 
game  is  going  to  be  one  of  the  most 
crucial  because  of  our  rivalry,”  forward 
Kathryn  Pavone  (II)  elaborated.  Last 
year,  the  Wolfpack  went  head-to-head 
with  Fontbonne,  and  unfortunately  was 
defeated  in  the  state  playoffs.  Teams  from 
Westford  Academy  and  Lincoln-Sudbury 
are  also  predicted  to  be  strong  competi¬ 
tors  because  of  their  large  number  of  re¬ 
turning  players.  On  the  second  weekend 
of  December,  the  Wolfpack  attended  a 
tournament  that  got  them  excited  about 
the  upcoming  games,  as  they  had  the 
chance  to  play  many  teams  they  do  not  I 
usually  face  hut  hope,  to  see  .agaiainjjieJ 


playoffs. 

The  Latin  girls  have  plenty  of  tal¬ 
ented  players  as  well,  including  Stefani 
McGrath  (III),  Olivia  Collins  (III),  Alex 
Devlin  (II)  and  Jayme  Deflurin  (II),  who 
are  all  returning  players  and  are  expected 
to  make  a  significant  impact  this  season. 
Newcomers  Julia  Caldwell  (VI)  and 
Bridget  Nee  (VI)  are  both  showing  a  lot 
of  potential.  Last,  but  certainly  not  least, 
is  Siobhan  Elvin  (III),  a  huge  piece  from 
last  year’s  team,  who  has  been  a  starting 
goalie  since  her  sixie  year  and  led  the 
league  in  saves  last  year. 

In  early  December,  the  girls  won 
their  scrimmage  against  Wellesley,  the  de¬ 
fending  Division  II  Champions.  Wellesley 
has  a  strong  front  line  and  represents  a 
formidable  c h al  1  eng c  f or1 1 h e  Latin  School  | 
girls, jwho_  recently  pjayed.them  in_the  J 


than  Ever 

strong  and  in  position  to  dominate  the 
100-meter  freestyle  after  a  year  of  absence 
from  the  team,  while  Robert  Quinn  (II) 
excels  at  the  backstroke  races.  Travis  “T- 
Money”  Connolly  (III)  does  the  diving, 
Grujic  and  Dan  Lynch  (III)  compete  in 
distance  and  Truong  hopes  to  continue 
his  success  at  the  sprint  and  butterfly 
competitions.  Also,  returning  veterans 
from  last  year  include  Chris  Nguyen  (IV), 
Tom  DiNardo  (III)  and  Jonathan  “Chico” 
Silva  (II),  provide  the  team  experience  and 
stability.  Meanwhile,  swimmers  “Phenom” 
Angieli  and  An  Truong  (VI)  provide  an 
exceptional  youthful  balance,  as  they  are 
the  future  of  the  team. 

Though  the  team  lost  its  first  meet 
against  a  tough  Wayland  opponent,  they 
are  neither  discouraged  nor  dismayed. 
Captain  Lo  commented  on  the  team’s  loss, 
saying,  “We  may  have  lost  our  first  meet 
against  Wayland,  but  our  team  got  mad 
swim  skills  and  we  won’t  let  this  loss  get 
to  us.”  It  is  this  kind  of  neversaynever  at¬ 
titude  that  will  hopefully  make  the  2006- 
2007  boys’  swimming  team  the  best  one 
ever  to  grace  the  halls  of  the  school. 

Success 

season  opener. 

The  girls  are  working  well  together 
so  far,  but  they  are  aware  of  the  many 
challenges  they  could  face  this  season  with 
a  younger  team.  Excited  for  the  season 
ahead,  they  are  putting  in  great  amounts 
of  effort  to  get  ready.  It  is  never  all  about 
winning;  rather,  the  girls  play  because 
they  love  the  game  and  the  family-like 
atmosphere  of  the  hockey  rink.  “Perfec¬ 
tion  is  a  hard  goal  to  accomplish,  but  if  we 
don’t  smile  or  laugh  once  this  season,  we 
will  achieve  it — guaranteed.  We  start  our 
practices  off  with  800  pushups  along  with 
60  suicides,  so  who  wouldn’t  be  afraid  of 
us?”  Roche  joked.  The  whole  team  has  a 
passion  for  the  ice,  a  determined  attitude 
and  a  great  mixture  of  players  with  the 
capabilities  to  make  this  season  special 
and  rewarding. _ 
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Spotlight 

Eamonn  Burke 


By  Ted  Barry,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


The  prehistoric  creature  marches 
through  the  school  with  a  look  of  com¬ 
plete  confidence  on  his  face.  His  massive 
body  blocks  the  hall  and  he  roars  with 
rage  as  frightened  sixies  scramble  to  avoid 
being  trampled.  Strangely,  however,  this 
ferocious  beast  is  most  feared  by  opposing 
goalies  and  pitchers.  This  is  obviously  is 
no  ordinary  dinosaur  -  this  is  the  legend¬ 
ary  Burkasaurus  Rex. 

Eamonn  Burke's  athletic  career 
started  off  modestly  in  the  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  youth  leagues  for  hockey  and 
baseball.  His  name  grew  more  notable 
with  each  feat  he  accomplished,  like  be¬ 
coming  the  first  Parkway  Little  Leaguer  to 
hit  four  balls  out  of  the  park  in  one  game. 
His  talent  really  surfaced  at  Boston  Latin 
School  around  ninth  and  tenth  grade.  He 
made  the  Varsity  Hockey  team  as  a  sopho¬ 
more  and  immediately  made  an  impact  on 
the  team  with  his  youthful  energy  and  raw 
talent.  He  also  contributed  to  the  team’s 
great  success  when  the  team  won  the  Di¬ 
vision  II  State  Championship  in  just  his 
first  year.  He  dedicated  much  of  his  time 
to  weightlifting  and  eventually  grew  into 
a  bruising  hitter  who  has  been  known  to 
knock  opponents  into  comas.  His  hard 
work  paid  oft’  when  he  was  named  Cap¬ 
tain  this  year,  and  he  immediately  took 
initiative  by  scheduling  several  Captains’ 
practices  a  week  this  fall,  using  money  out 
of  his  own  pocket  to  rent  the  rink  in  order 
to  get  his  team  in  shape. 

Eamonn  is  also  a  standout  on  the 
Diamond.  He  joined  the  Varsity  team  as  a 
sophomore  and  soon  became  the  starting 
catcher.  He  became  a  plate-blocking  men¬ 
ace  due  to  his  enormous  frame,  and  I  pity 
the  fool  who  tries  to  steal  second  base  on 
him.  Halfway  through  his  junior  season, 
he  had  a  separated  and  broken  shoulder. 
Even  after  missing  the  remainder  of  the 
season,  he  was  still  named  Captain  this 
year  and  he  looks  forward  to  leading  his 
talented  team  to  the  DCL  Championship 
in  the  spring. 

Eamonn  has  tried  other  sports  as 
well,  and  excelled  at  all  of  them.  In  ninth 
grade  he  played  freshman  football,  where 
he  played  quarterback,  running  back, 
kicker  and  tight  end.  He  was  such  a  force 
on  the  field  that  he  injured  several  players 
in  games  during  the  year.  To  give  the  rest 
of  the  DCL  a  chance,  however,  Eamonn 
dropped  out  in  tenth  grade.  This  year 
he  also  joined  the  golf  team,  where,  like 
his  idol  Happy  Gilmore,  his  ferocious 
slapshot  translated  into  a  450-yard  drive 
on  the  fairway.  As  the  only  senior  on  the 
team,  he  gives  a  sense  of  maturity  to  the 
youthful  and  inexperienced  team  and 
keeps  the  youngsters  in  check.  Eamonn 
also  coaches  Parkway  Little  League  and 
plays  hockey  for  the  Junior  Terriers  of  the 
Eastern  Hockey  Federation. 

You  can  count  on  Eamonn  to  come 
through  in  the  clutch  if  you  need  him  to. 
His  twin  brother  Marty  Burke  (I)  says, 
“He  might  leave  his  underwear  all  over  the 
floor,  but  he’s  always  there  for  everybody 
and  you  can  always  rely  on  him.” 


-  Sports 

Indoor  Track  Hopes  to  Impress 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Most  student-athletes  usually  take 
a  week  off  before  starting  their  winter 
sport,  but  for  some  on  the  track  team, 
that  isn’t  the  case.  Many  who  participate 
in  fall  sports,  including  the  cross  country 
team,  go  straight  into  running  for  indoor 
track.  This  year,  over  150  people  tried  out 
for  the  indoor  track  team,  a  huge  turnout, 
more  than  all  the  other  winter  sports 
teams  combined. 

Looking  back  at  last  season,  the 
team  had  a  record  that  was  better  than  it 
had  been  in  past  years.  Both  the  distance 
runners  and  the  sprinters  did  fairly  well 
in  their  meets.  “We  had  a  few  qualifiers 
for  the  Division  I  State  Championship,” 
mentioned  Coach  Dacia  Taylor.  The 
indoor  track  team  had  more  qualifiers 
than  in  the  prior  season,  and  most  of  the 


athletes  were  able  to  run  their  personal 
best.  With  the  success  of  last  season,  there 
is  definitely  more  to  look  forward  to  this 
year. 

The  goal  for  the  Wolfpack  every 
year  is  “to  get  as  many  students  on  the 
track  as  possible,”  said  Head  Coach  Mi¬ 
chael  Meagher.  With  that  in  mind,  indoor 
track  is  showing  a  lot  of  promise  with  the 
returning  runners,  including  Caroline 
O’Laughlin  (I)  and  Matt  Manning  (I),  and 
with  the  new  runners,  including  Domi¬ 
nique  Hall  (II)  and  Demetrios  Kechris  (I). 
In  addition,  last  year’s  graduating  seniors 
left  a  big  void  in  the  team.  This  season,  the 
coaches  are  dealing  with  a  much  younger 
squad.  “Our  goals  are  to  give  them  as  much 
experience  as  possible  to  qualify  in  all  the 
events  for  states  and  to  improve  on  our 
placing  in  our  league  championship,”  said 
Coach  Taylor.  With  the  season  only  a  few 
weeks  old,  the  coaches  are  expecting  some 


good  performances,  even  though  the  team 
is  inexperienced.  All  the  runners  have  the 
potential  to  perform  well;  all  the  young 
athletes  are  showing  good  signs  for  the 
future  of  the  team. 

As  for  upcoming  meets  against  the 
Dual  County  League,  the  whole  team  feels 
that  it  would  be  a  great  achievement  to  be 
the  top  team  in  the  league,  yet  they  are 
taking  things  just  one  step  at  a  time.  All 
are  working  as  one  to  move  up  the  ranks  to 
become  league  champion.  As  Coach  Mea¬ 
gher  puts  it,  “Success  is  not  measured  in 
wins  and  losses.  Just  work  hard  at  practice 
and  do  the  best  you  can  at  meets.” 

The  Boston  Latin  School  track 
team  is  all  about  dedication  and  having  a 
winning  attitude.  The  athletes  enjoy  what 
they  are  doing  and  are  very  proud  to  wear 
the  uniform.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
attitude  will  translate  into  another  suc¬ 
cessful  season  for  the  Wolfpack. 


Boys'  B-Ball  With  New  Attitude 


By  Sanchay  Jain,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Looking  at  the  boys’  basketball 
team  this  year,  it  is  considerably  different 
from  last  year’s,  which  placed  decently 
in  the  Dual  County  League  and  lost  in 
the  first  round  of  the  State  Tournament. 
For  starters,  there  has  been  a  change 
in  the  coaching  staff.  Longtime  Coach 
Bob  McNamara  re¬ 
tired  after  last  year, 
and  his  replacement 
is  Coach  Brendan 
Smith.  Coach  Smith 
has  some  knowledge 
of  Boston  Latin 
School  basketball, 
having  been  the  as¬ 
sistant  coach  and 
junior  varsity  coach 
last  year.  When 
asked  what  he  wish¬ 
es  to  change  this 
year,  his  reply  was 
at  first,  “Nothing.” 

He,  however,  wants 
the  team  to  run  the 
floor  more. 

The  change 
in  coaching  staff  is 
not  the  only  differ 
ence  from  last  year’s 


do  in  running  more  and  becoming  a  fast- 
break  team.  Four  to  five  players  have  been 
added  to  the  team  this  year,  including 
defensive  specialist  Chris  Fennel  (I I),  Jake 
Graham-Felsen  (I)  and  big  man  Andre 
McDonald  (III).  Most  of  the  newcomers, 
however,  do  have  a  previous  connection 
with  Coach  Smith,  having  played  for  him 
at  the  junior  varsity  level. 

With  the  new  personnel  and  coach, 


TEAM  HUDDLE  READY  TO  BREAK 


team.  Key  players,  such  as  Captains  Matt 
Stone  and  Pat  Poulin  have  graduated, 
leaving  holes  mainly  in  the  front-court. 
Thus,  the  current  roster  is  much  shorter 
than  last  year’s.  Coach  Smith,  however, 
does  not  feel  that  this  would  make  the 
team  worse;  in  fact,  it  should  help  out 
considerably  with  what  the  team  wants  to 


several  important  players  will  come  back 
this  year,  including  co-captain  and  star 
point  guard  Greg  Maneikis  (I);  guards 
Dylan  Considine  (II)  and  DCL  slam  dunk 
champion  MacCalvin  Romain-Laguerre 
(I);  forwards  Robbie  Walton  (II)  and 
Chidoze  Ibeabuchi  (II);  and  center  Chris¬ 
tian  Onouha  (III).  When  asked  who  the 


standout  players  were  on  this  year’s  team, 
the  coach  replied,  “Everyone;  everyone 
will  be  playing  well.” 

Coach  Smith  has  the  team  playing 
hard.  According  to  its  co-captain  Ro¬ 
main-Laguerre,  “Practice  is  a  lot  tougher 
[this  year}.”  He  also  adds,  “[This  year’s 
team]  feels  like  a  team.  We’re  meshing 
well.” 

The  Wolfpack  will  employ  a  strat¬ 
egy  which  almost  seems 
fitting  for  a  team  with 
such  a  name.  Coach 
Smith  wants  the  team 
to  focus  on  defense,  ger 
ting  turnovers  against 
other  teams,  and  to  cash 
in  on  these  by  getting 
points  off  turnovers.  In 
essence,  he  envisions 
this  year’s  team  to  be  a 
fast-break  team,  a  good 
strategy  considering 
that  they  are  at  a  dis¬ 
advantage  size-wise,  so 
they  cannot  really  play 
in  a  half-court  offense 
against  other  teams  and 
expect  a  lot  of  wins  at 
the  same  time. 

The  Wolfpack 
opened  its  season  look- 
ing  for  revenge  at  the 


unfriendly  confines  of  rival  Newton 
South,  looking  to  vanquish  the  Lions 
who  came  to  Boston  Latin  and  won  in 
a  thrilling  double  overtime  classic  last 
year’s  opening  game.  The  outcome  of  this 
year’s  match  was  successful,  and  the  team 
hopes  to  continue  this  trend  for  the  rest 
of  the  season. 


HAPPY  HOLIDAYS 
TO  STUDENTS  AND 
STAFF  MEMBERS 

-MR.  Ml KALAITIS 


To  all  my  #1  gunslingers 
and  AP  Art  class, 
we  got  this. 

Keep  on  keepin’  on. 

I  love  you  all, 
Siobhan 


(^^Mai  McKenna 

Paid  for  by  John  Walsh 
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Boys'  Hockey  Pumped  n’  Ready 


Bv  Ben  Speicher,  I 

Staff  Writkr 


As  I  tiredly  finished  scaling  the  alti- 
tudinous  steps  of  Harvard  Stadium  with 
this  year’s  edition  of  the  Wolfpack  hockey 
team,  I  came  to  many  realizations.  First, 
I  was  with  the  wrong  team,  for,  despite 
my  striking  resemblance  to  a  hockey 
player — shaggy  hair  and’lack  of  teeth — I 
am  actually  a  member  of  the  more  grap- 
pling-oriented  sport  of  wrestling.  More 
importantly,  however,  I  realized  how  well- 
conditioned  and  committed  the  hockey 
team  is  this  year.  They  may  be  relatively 
young  (only  four  seniors),  but  what  they 
lack  in  experience,  they  more  than  make 
up  in  skill,  toughness,  team  chemistry  and 
raw  talent. 

Senior  leadership  will  be  key  this 
year;  the  team  hopes  to  mentor  the 
younger  players  as  they  gain 
experience  while  still  re¬ 
maining  competitive.  This 
added  responsibility  should 
not  be  too  much  for  Captain 
Eamonn  Burke,  the  heavy- 
hitting  team  enforcer.  Burke, 
who  dons  the  traditional 
Captain’s  C  on  his  jersey  and 
his  heart,  explained,  “We’re 
gonna  try  to  do  a  lot  of  new 
things  this  year,  and  shake 
up  the  league  a  little.  It’s 
all  about  the  SHAKE  and 
BAKE.”  They  will  surely  do 
that  if  Burke  can  perfect  the 
knucklepuck  he  has  been 
learning  fromjill  “Goldberg” 

Greenberg  (II),  an  avid  hock¬ 
ey  fan  and  knuckle  expert. 

In  fact,  the  team's  of- 
fense  is  expected  to  do  very 


For  the  girls.”  Cotrone  later  revealed 
his  more  serious  ambitions  of  winning 
another  state  championship  and  impress¬ 
ing  not  only  the  girls,  but  college  scouts 
as  well.  Cotrone  will  be  assisted  up  front 
by  one  of  the  more  experienced  juniors, 
Ryan  “Dangles  Bojangles”  Foley  (II),  a  guy 
that  opposing  defenses  would  be  smart  to 
avoid.  Watching  his  puckrhandling  skills 
is  like  watching  a  rodeo  on  ice;  his  skills 
are  unparalleled  on  any  level  of  hockey.  He 
has  been  known  in  the  past  to  triple  deak 
his  way  out  of  any  obstacles  thrown  at 
him.  According  to  Foley,  “I  put  the  ‘pack’ 
back  in  Wolfpack,  and  I  will  absolutely 
dangle  anyone  who  says  otherwise  and 
tries  to  get  in  my  way.” 

On  the  other  side  of  the  ice,  Cap¬ 
tain  Burke’s  twin  and  fellow  bash  brother, 
Marty  Burke  (I),  packs  quite  a  punch  with 
his  literally  back-breaking  hits.  He  melts 


BOYS  SKATE  OUT  FOR  THE  FACEOFF  DURING  A  LINE  CHANGE 


well  this  year.  Cake  eater  and  Assistant 
Captain  Brian  “Banksy”  Cotrone  (II)  is 
pretty  much  money  in  the  bank  when  it 
comes  to  scoring.  He  will  surely  rack  up 
the  points  this  year  as  he  is  known  for 
having  an  eye  for  the  back  of  the  net. 
When  asked  why  he  plays  hockey,  Co¬ 
trone  slyly  responded,  “Isn’t  it  obvious? 


his  opponents’  hearts  with  his  hot-head 
and  fiery  personality  Together,  the  twins 
will  cook  and  eat  you  up.  Also  on  the  de¬ 
fensive  side  of  the  puck,  hairy-man  Mike 
Slade  (I),  an  absolute  animal  on  skates, 
will  be  picking  up  the  trash  around  the 
net,  which  is  now  minded  by  the  new  and 
improved  Chris  Houlihan  (I)  in  his  second 


full  year  of  shot-stopping.  The  team  has 
high  expectations  for  Houlihan  who  has 
been  bulking  up  this  offseason  to  be  more 
of  a  brick  wall  at  the  position.  Hopefully, 
the  added  bulk  will  not  detract  from  his 
speed  in  protecting  the  net. 

The  team  also  has  high  expecta¬ 
tions  for  sophomore  stud,  Mike  “Mac” 
McLaughlin  (III).  His  vicious  slap  shots 
cause  defenders  to  dive  out  of  the  way  as 
he  punishes  any  goalie  who  tries  to  catch 
them.  Puck  imprints  on  the  hands  are 
common  reminders  to  any  goalie  who  gets 
in  the  way  of  McLaughlin  and  one  of  his 
potential  goals. 

Although  the  team  lost  a  few  key 
players  from  last  year,  due  either  to  gradu¬ 
ation  or  school  transfers,  this  year’s  squad 
has  a  promising  future.  New  Assistant 
Coach  Hubbard  will  be  helping  out  the 
“Miracle  Man”  Coach  Frank  Woods,  now 
in  his  third  year  as  head 
coach.  Also,  Jake  Erso  (V), 
a  promising  young  player, 
will  be  sure  to  make  an 
impact  this  year. 

This  team  has  surely 
trained  hard  this  offsea¬ 
son,  be  it  running  the 
steps  of  Harvard  Stadium, 
playing  in  the  Europa 
Cub  League,  fine-tuning 
their  skills  in  pond  hockey 
or  just  toughening  up 
and  having  fun  in  pickrup 
games  of  roller  hockey 
against  inner  city  kids. 
_  The  chemistry  of  this  unit 
|  is  amazing  as  they  truly 
§  are  the  embodiment  of  a 
3  team.  All  their  hard  work 
5  this  offseason  will,  with 
some  luck,  pay  off  as  they 
aim  to  have  a  successful  season,  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  which  will  ideally  result  in  yet 
another  state  championship.  Hopefully 
there  will  be  another  banner  raised  in  the 
gym  just  as  there  was  that  sweet  season  of 
two  years  ago,  appropriately  followed  by  a 
rendition  of  “We  are  the  Champions”  by 
Queen,  happily  sung  around  a  campfire. 


Girls'  B-Ball  Works  Over  DCL 


By  Kaitlin  Jackson,  I  & 
Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Contributing  Writer  &  Sports  Editor 


It  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  for 
the  girls’  basketball  team  this  season.  No 
longer  will  you  see  the  well-known  face 
of  Coach  Bennie  Myers  as  head  coach 
for  the  program.  There  is  a  new  but 
familiar  face  on  board  this  year  and  her 
name  is  Coach  Averill  Roberts.  Coach 
Roberts,  an  alumna  of  the  school,  was 
considered  a  formidable  force  when  she 
played  the  game  back  in  the  day.  While 
attending  Boston  Latin  School,  she  was 
a  member  of  the  girls’  basketball  team 
for  five  years.  While  on  the  team,  Coach 
Roberts  had  the  extraordinary  ability  to 
play  every  position  and  holds  the  record 
for  both  the  girls’  and  boys’  teams  with 
1,914  cumulative  total  points,  34.6  average 
points  per  game  and  a  record  average  of 
14  rebounds  per  game.  Armed  with  a  full 
scholarship,  she  eventually  moved  on  to 
play  at  Ohio  State,  where  she  became  an 
All-American  athlete.  Now  she  is  back 
at  her  alma  mater,  bringing  some  bigger 
and  better  changes  to  the  team,  includ¬ 
ing  teaching  her  new  squad  the  things 
her  experience  taught  her  along  with 
some  lessons  she  learned  on  the  college 
basketball  circuit. 

Looking  back  at  the  2005-2006 
season  under  Coach  Myers,  it  was  a  less- 
than-impressive  -one  for -the  girls, -going- 


2-18  in  the  Dual  County  League.  Despite 
the  tremendous  efforts  from  the  squad, 
they  were  unable  to  keep  up  with  the 
fierce  competition.  Their  determination 
and  spirit,  however,  were  at  an  all-time 
high,  with  the  girls  playing  their  heart  out 
for  the  retiring  Coach  Myers.  Their  im¬ 
mense  optimism  and  winning  mentality 
will  continue  to  roll  over  into  the  2006- 
2007  season, 
even  with  a 
new  coach. 

The  girls  are 
excited  to 
learn,  adapt 
to  changes 
and  see  what 
it  will  bring 
them  along 
the  way  in 
the  future. 

This 
year’s  team 
has  a  whole 
new  look. 

Many  players  on  the  varsity  roster  are 
young,  considering  there  are  only  two 
seniors  on  the  team:  Sarah  Ronayne  and 
Meghan  Walsh.  Coach  Roberts  says  she 
“hopes  to  fuse  together  experience  and 
become  successful  each  time  the  team 
steps  on  the  court.”  Roberts  remembers 
the  sense  of  family  that  she  felt  whilg 
playing  on  the  team  during  her  year^ 
-here.  She  -hopes  that  it  -can-  be- repeated 


MEGHAN  WALSH  (I)  HITS  NOTHING  BUT  NET 


this  year  and,  most  importantly,  in  the 
years  to  come,  and  that  by  working  hard 
to  improve  the  girls’  basic  skills,  they  will 
be  able  to  develop  an  intense  competi¬ 
tive  sixth  sense  each  time  they  play  in  a 
game. 

In  their  first  game  against  Newton 
South,  the  girls  started  out  determined 
and  aggressive.  Despite  the  valiant  effort, 
Newton  South 
downed  the  Wolf¬ 
pack  with  a  score 
j  of  33-27,  though 
there  were  signs 
&  of  promise  to  build 
upon.  Although 
the  game  itself  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  loss, 
the  squad  opened 
n  a  strong  note 
with  their  passion 
land  drive  for  the 
ame.  The  group 
is  learning  from 
their  mistakes  and 
improving  their  offensive  and  defensive 
skills  on  the  court  each  and  every  day  at 
practice.  The  Lady  Wolfpack  is  showing 
their  DCL  opponents  that  they  are  no 
longer  the  same  team  they  have  been  in 
the  past,  where  competitors  could  eas¬ 
ily  pencil  in  a  win.  The  DCL  must  now 
realize  that  Latin  is  coming  back  with  ;a 
vengeance  and  showing  that  they  will  be 
a-team-with  which- to  contend: . 
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Spotlight 

Colleen  Doogan 


By  Ann  Marie  Elvin,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


ANIMAL.  The  word  itself  reso¬ 
nates  as  it  leaps  off  your  tongue.  When 
Mrs.  Ellen  Maneikis  defined  an  animal 
as  a  “carnivore  who  likes  raw  meat,”  she 
was  completely  misled.  It  took  a  long  time 
and  many  inquiries,  but  finally  Officer 
Manny  accurately  portrayed  an  animal  as 
“someone  who  displays  self-confidence 
and  aggressiveness.”  In  this  sense  of  the 
word,  Colleen  Doogan  epitomizes  exactly 
what  it  means  to  be  an  animal. 

I  have  always  looked  up  to  Colleen 
for  two  reasons.  First,  because  she  has  a 
positive  attitude  and  friendly  disposition; 
and  second,  because  she  pretty  much 
towers  over  me.  I  met  her  when  we  began 
playing  on  the  Parkway  Girls’  Hockey 
Team.  Even  at  the  mere  age  of  eight,  she 
was  destined  for  greatness.  As  we  grew 
older,  Colleen  progressed  into  the  mold 
of  an  amazing  hockey  player  becoming 
a  member  of  the  school  varsity  team  in 
seventh  grade.  She  terrorizes  opponents 
throughout  the  state  with  her  booming 
slapshot  that  seemingly  stops  time.  A  true 
leader,  she  is  now  captain  of  the  team. 
Co-Captain  Kathleen  Roche  (II)  says, 
“Doogan  is  really  a  fun  person  who  knows 
how  to  be  serious  and  focused  when  nec¬ 
essary.  She  is  an  excellent  captain  and  has 
always  been  a  great  friend.” 

Colleen  is  a  beast  the  minute  she 
laces  up  her  skates  and  jumps  onto  the 
ice,  inciting  fear  in  the  opposition  and  in¬ 
spiring  awe  in  her  teammates.  Now,  she  is 
appropriately  known  by  teammate  Tiana 
Tassinari  (II)  as  “the  Wall.”  She  definitely 
fits  this  description,  as  she  effortlessly 
goes  into  the  comer  and  seems  to  always 
emerge  with  the  puck  on  her  stick. 

So,  what  is  Colleen’s  best  attri¬ 
bute?  Her  brute  strength?  Her  laser  of  a 
slapshot?  Her  personality?  Her  hilarious 
comments?  Nope.  What  makes  Colleen 
stand  out  from  all  others  is  her  humility. 
She  is  an  excellent  hockey  player,  but  you 
would  never  hear  it  from  her.  She  never 
fails  to  come  through  in  the  clutch,  but 
doesn’t  boast  of  her  heroics.  In  all  of  her 
endeavors,  Colleen’s  dedication  shines 
through  and  allows  her  to  overcome  any 
obstacles  impeding  her  success.  Whether 
on  the  rinks,  or  in  Westie  with  her  friends, 
Colleen’s  presence  is  always  felt  due  to  her 
beaming  smile  and  vibrant  personality  On 
the  ice,  she  always  helps  her  teammates 
with  their  individual  skills  and  never  fails 
to  motivate  everyone  to  do  their  best.  A 
true  champion,  she’s  never  content  with 
her  abilities,  but  always  seeks  to  improve 
upon  them. 

Close  friend  Lidia  "Lidski"  Konomi 
(I)  sums  Colleen  up  best  by  saying, “I  guess 
she’s  okay.”  She  continues  to  explain  that 
“as  dedicated  as  Colleen  is  to  hockey, 
she’s  always  there  whenever  you  need  her. 
She  is  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  caring 
people  I  have  come  across  and  she  always 
makes  you  feel  better.”  Besides  being  a 
sick  hockey  player,  Colleen  Doogan  is 
an  invaluable  friend,  and  that  is  why  she 
inspires  me  and  will  fcontinue  to  brighten 
the  lives  Of  others  for  years  to  come  ’ •  ■  * 
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Sports 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Struggling  Patriots  Hope  to  Bounce  Back 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


The  National  Football  League  sea¬ 
son  is  nearly  complete,  and  our  hometown 
New  England  Patriots  find  themselves  in 
a  familiar  position:  atop  the  American 
Football  Conference  East,  while  also  in 
position  to  make  another  run  through 
the  playoffs  to  the  Super  Bowl  early  next 
year  in  Miami.  Despite  crushing  first-half 
losses  to  the  Denver  Broncos  and  the 
Indianapolis  Colts,  a  rampant  injury  bug 
that  has  ravaged  the  defensive  secondary 
and  a  relentless  turnover  problem  that 
has  plagued  an  inconsistent  offense,  the 
Patriots  have  rebounded.  Yet  as  the  Patri¬ 
ots  conclude  their  season,  fighting  for  a 
first-round  bye  and  home-field  advantage 
throughout  the  post-season,  there  are  still 
gaping  holes  to  plug  and  glaring  inefficien¬ 
cies  to  address  in  order  for  the  Pats  to 
hang  their  fourth  championship  banner 
in  six  years. 

The  Patriots  offense  has  shown 
flashes  of  boundless  potential  throughout 
the  year,  but  at  times  can  become  incoher¬ 
ent,  commit  senseless  penalties  and  turn 
the  football  over  far  more  frequently  than 
past  successful  Pats  units  have.  Despite 
these  problems,  the  Pats  have  displayed 
gradual  improvement,  especially  since 
fairly  recent  debacles  at  home  against 
Indy  and  New  York  Jets,  while  showing 
that  they  can  drive  the  ball  and  move  the 
first  down  chains  against  the  best  defen¬ 
sive  units  the  NFL  has  to  offer  (Chicago 
among  them).  The  one  Achilles  heel  of  this 
offense  has  been  the  streaky  performance 
of  the  offensive  line,  starring  the  likes  of 
Matt  Light  and  Logan  Mankins,  which 
has  prevented  Tom  Brady  from  stepping 
up  in  the  pocket  and  adequately  finding 
his  receivers.  Never  was  this  shortcoming 


the  d-line,  along  with  rising  star  Ty  Warren 
and  rock  solid  Vince  Wilfork.  Warren  has 
established  himself  this  year  as  an  upper 
echelon  defensive  end,  capable  of  relieving 
the  pressure  and  double  coverage  away 
from  Seymour’s  direction. 

After  an  unfortunate  season-ending 
injury  to  Junior  Seau,  the  Pats  have  been 
left  thin  at  inside  linebacker.  In  order  to 
fill  the  void  left  by  Seau,  the  Pats  have 
moved  the  always-willing  Mike  Vrabel  to 
the  inside  pairing  with  Tedy  Bruschi,  while 
Rosevelt  Colvin  remained  on  the  outside 
with  new  starter  Tully  Banta-Cain.  Vrabel 


more  evident  than  in  a  recent  21-0  loss 
to  the  Miami  Dolphins,  in  which  Tom 
NorSo  Terrific  was  held  to  a  season-low 
78  passing  yards. 

Brady,  despite  a  start  that  was  slow 
for  his  lofty  standards,  has  developed  a 
connection  with  his  receiver  corps,  among 
them  new  No.  1  target  Reche  Caldwell  and 
old  reliable  Troy  Brown.  The  Pats  have 
arguably  the  best  1-2  tightrend  combo  in 
all  of  football  with  the  recent  playmaking 
emergence  of  Benjamin  Watson  and  the 
always-superb  pass-blocking  abilities  of 
new  team  captain  Daniel  Graham.  Brady 
can  also  rely  on  the  explosive 
capabilities  of  his  running- 
back  duo,  Corey  Dillon  and 
Laurence  Maroney,  along  with 
those  of  third  down  back  Kevin 
Faulk,  who  can  also  be  utilized 
as  a  viable  option  for  Brady  on 
passing  screens  and  play  ac¬ 
tions.  Overall,  this  offense  may 
be  the  most  versatile  since  the 
start  of  the  Belichick-Brady  era. 

Only  if  the  players  and  person¬ 
nel  can  harness  and  possibly 
mold  the  available  raw  abilities 
into  a  more  consistent,  efficient 
offense  will  they  be  considered 
a  serious  contender  in  the  ultra¬ 
tough  AFC.  RECHE  CALDWELL  FALLS  SHORT  AS  HAVE  THE  PATRIOTS 


Meanwhile,  on  the  defensive  side 
of  the  football,  the  Patriots  possess  one 
of  the  most  devastating  front  sevens 
(number  of  starting  defensive  linemen 
and  linebackers)  in  the  entire  league.  They 
have  limited  opponents  to  82.7  rushing 
yards/game,  third  best  in  the  NFL.  The 
Pats  play  primarily  within  a  3-4  defensive 
scheme  (three  on  the  d-line  with  four 
linebackers),  though  they  do  switch  mid¬ 
game  on  occasion  to  a  4-3.  Fourtime  Pro 
Bowler  Richard  Seymour  has  anchored 


should  be  somewhat  familiar  with  the 
position,  as  he  played  half  of  last  season 
there.  Banta-Cain  has  plenty  of  prior  in¬ 
game  experience  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  the  primary  third-down  linebacker 
before  Seau’s  injury  The  lack  of  depth  has 
led  the  Pats  to  switch  and  rely  more  often 
on  the  4-3  during  in-game  situations.  They 
have  not  yet  fully  switched  to  the  scheme, 
even  though  the  d-line  would  welcome  the 
move,  for  it  would  make  the  highly-effec- 
tive  Jarvis  Green  a  starter. 


The  defensive  secondary  also  suf¬ 
fered  the  loss  of  one  of  their  veteran  lead¬ 
ers  after  Rodney  Harrison  went  down  in 
the  ninth  week  against  Indy.  Harrison  has 
vowed  to  return  before  the  end  of  the  sea¬ 
son.  The  same,  however,  cannot  be  said  of 
Eugene  Wilson,  who  was  placed  on  injured 
-reserve  after  starting  only  four  games, 
cutting  short  a  personally  disappoint¬ 
ing  year  for  the  fourth-year  free  safety. 
Artrell  Hawkins  and  James  Sanders  have 
since  replaced  the  pair.  Ellis  Hobbs  and 
Asante  Samuel  have  performed  admirably 
as  the  starting  corners;  Samuel  is  having 
a  career  year,  currently  tied  for  the 
league  lead  in  interceptions,  while 
Hobbs  has  heartily  played  through 
most  matches — he  has  missed  two 
games — with  a  cast  on  his  injured 
left  wrist. 

Overall,  it  is  hard  to  scope 
out  and  say  with  authority  what 
the  identity  of  this  current  Pa¬ 
triots  team  may  be.  They  have 
looked  polished  and  playoff-ready 
in  games  against  Cincinnati,  Min¬ 
nesota  and  Green  Bay,  all  of  which 
they  have  won  in  a  dominating 
fashion.  Yet  they  have  played 
downright  dreadfully  in  contests 
with  Denver,  Indianapolis  and 
Miami.  For  a  fan,  it  is  frustrat¬ 
ing  to  watch,  especially  given  the 
overwhelming  success  of  past  years.  With 
two  remaining  games  against  Tennessee 
and  Jacksonville,  and  the  playoffs  looming 
large,  we  will  all  see  whether  this  team  can 
overcome  real  adversity.  As  the  legendary 
coach  Vince  Lombardi  once  remarked, 
“The  greatest  accomplishment  is  not  in 
never  falling,  but  in  rising  again  after  you 
fall.”  This  is  what  the  lasting  legacy  of 
these  2006  New  England  Patriots  will  be 
if  they  can  accomplish  just  that. 


Ali  Sparked  Sports  Trash  Talking  Revolution 


By  Ryan  Banci,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Muhammad  Ali’s  impressive  boxing 
career  included  three  Heavyweight  Divi¬ 
sion  Championships,  56  wins,  37  knockouts 
and  just  five  losses  with  an  Olympic  gold 
medal.  What  was  even  more  impressive 
than  his  gaudy  stats,  however,  was  the  way 
he  held  himself,  excited  his  fans  and  in¬ 
timidated  his  opponents.  The  proclaimed 
Poet  Laureate  of  sports  recycled  words 
of  trash  into  memorable  quotes  which 
kept  a  generation 
entertained.  As 
mighty  as  his  left 
jab  was  his  voice, 
and  as  swift  as  his 
lightning-quick 
movements  was 
his  wit. 

By  using 
language  to  boost 
himself,  to  catch 
attention  and  to 
generate  excite¬ 
ment,  Ali  was  his 
own  best  pro¬ 
moter.  His  aura 
and  articulation 
transformed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  critics, 
supposed  verbal 
rubbish  into  Pi¬ 
casso-like  master 
pieces.  Sadly,  nobody  today  in  the  world 
of  sports  can  compare.  If  you  combined 
Chris  Rock  and  Kanye  West  and  then 
mixed  in  an  unreal  dose  of  athleticism  you 
could  come  up  with  someone  close,  but  Ah 
Was  unique.  It  is  not  fair  comparing  Ali  to 
ajnyone  because  he  is  a  world  figure.  People 


would  watch  his  fights  around  the  globe 
because  Ali  never  failed  to  play  to  his  fans. 
As  a  showman  in  the  ring  he  brilliantly 
showcased  his  footwork  and  zest.  Outside 
of  the  ring  his  interviews  became  instant 
TV  classics  as  he  verbalized  like  no  other, 
turning  the  practice  of  boasting  and  insulr 
ing  into  a  tool  at  the  behest  of  his  com¬ 
mand.  Ali  once  said,  “I  am  the  astronaut  of 
boxing.  Joe  Louis  and  Dempsey  were  just 
jet  pilots.  I’m  in  my  own  world.” 

No  one  stands  out  today  in  the  field 
of  trash  talk  because  it  has  progressed  to 

the  point  where 
it  is  discouraged 
because  of  the 
association  it  has 
with  bad  behav¬ 
ior,  malice  and 
negativity.  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Bengals 
wideout  Chad 
Johnson  has 
come  close  with 
his  vivid  persona 
and  overbearing 
ego  as  he  re¬ 
cently  changed 
his  name  to 
“Ocho  Cinco,” 
but  he  doesn't 
command  the  re¬ 
spect  and  atten¬ 
tion  that  Ali  had 
and  still  has.  In 
the  era  of  Michael  Jordan,  the  basketball 
legend  was  a  world  figure  but  was  more 
tamed;  he  was  great  to  watch  in-game  like 
Ali  in  the  ring,  but  he  did  not  carry  Ali’s 
lyrical  talent.  Shaquille  O’Neal  may  be 
the  closest  in  comparison  armed  with  his 
domination  in  basketball  tyid  entertain-  • 


ing  interviews  which  have  led  to  his  small 
rapping  and  acting  careers,  along  with  his 
future  aspirations  to  become  a  full-time 
police  sheriff.  Though  Ali’s  fearlessness  and 
freeness  in  ver 
balization  has 
let  him  stand 
out,  he  turned 
seriousness 
within  compe¬ 
tition  into  hu¬ 
mor  and  even 
endeavored 
to  talk  about 
serious  topics 
such  as  politics 
and  race  rela¬ 
tions  during 
the  civil  rights 
and  Vietnam 
War  era  of  the 
1960s.  As  Ali  once  said,  “Better  to  be  in  jail 
fed,  than  be  in  Vietnam  dead.” 

Ali’s  talk  and  banter  also  influenced 
society  on  a  wider  scale.  He  introduced 
to  the  masses  the  possibility  that  enter 
taining  rhymes  had  to  convey  a  critical 
point.  He  stood  up  against  the  war  and 
encouraged  anti-war  liberals  along  with 
the  mass  movements  against  the  Vietnam 
War.  He  was  most  outspoken,  however,  on 
the  controversial,  hotbed  subject  of  civil 
rights,  especially  after  he  became  an  offi¬ 
cial  member  of  the  Nation  of  Islam.  The 
way  in  which  he  worded  sentences  using 
rhymes  and  added  a  bit  of  flavor  and  ar 
titude  inspired  generations  of  rappers  that 
would  begin  in  the  late  1970s  and  continue 
on  to  the  present  day.  Ali  has  continued 
to  “shock  the  world,”  even  while  battling 
Parkinson’s  disease,  as  he  spoke  out  after 
September  11  to  defend  his  religion. 


Many  critics  have  pointed  to  the 
decline  of  sportsmanship  and  loss  of  ci¬ 
vility  as  cultural  scientists  say  people  are 
exposed  more  than  ever  to  deceit  while 

listening  and 
trying  in  vain 
to  interpret 
modern  day 
sound  clips. 
Leagues  are 
discouraging 
such  clips 
coming  from 
the  mouths  of 
players  with 
the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  strict 
taunting  rules. 
Meanwhile, 
the  NBA  has 
begun  clean¬ 
ing  up  its  image  with  last  year’s  dress  code, 
which  could  lead  to  further  regulations. 
Proprietors  of  trash  talk  contend  that 
it  does  serve  a  good  purpose.  While  the 
language  has  changed  to  a  more  vulgar  and 
simplistic  prototype,  trash  talk  has  his¬ 
torically  given  players  a  mental  edge  over 
opponents.  The  history  of  trash  talk  goes 
as  far  back  as  competition  between  men. 
As  language  and  competition  evolved,  it 
has  evolved.  From  talk  to  insults  to  rap, 
they  are  all  just  words;  do  they  really 
hold  any  power?  Masters  of  psychological 
warfare  can  affect  those  weak  in  mental 
toughness,  and  competitors  will  seek  any 
advantage  that  they  can  find.  Thus,  the 
art  of  the  verbal  attack  will  always  have  a 
place  in  sports,  but  from  what  I  can  see, 
no  one  will  duplicate  the  type  of  talk  that 
Muhammad  Ali  so  proudly  and  defiantly 
represented. 
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Red  Sox  Sign  Dice-K  in  Drive  for  '07  Pennant 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  I 

Assistant  SroRTS  Editor 

While  many  of  us  Boston  Red  Sox 
fans  have  started  to  get  used  to  the  frigid 
temperatures  of  Northeast  winters,  Theo 
Epstein  and  company  have  been  warming 
up  in  California,  wheelin’  and  dealin’  to 
better  our  hometown  team  for  the  2007 
baseball  season.  That’s  right,  it’s  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  the  Fenway  gates  don't  open  up 
until  early  April,  but  this  is  Boston,  so  let’s 
get  in  the  kitchen  and  talk  some  Red  Sox 
Hot  Stove. 

After  coming  off  of  a  very  disap¬ 
pointing  season,  in  which  the  Sox  failed 
to  make  the  playoffs  and  performed  hor 
rendously  against  the  New  York  Yankees 
down  the  stretch,  Epstein,  armed  with 
the  bank  account  of  John  Henry,  needed 
to  go  back  to  work.  So  far,  they  have 
definitely  fulfilled  this  goal,  somewhat 
questionably  in  a  free  agent  market  that 
lacks  that  one  defining  marquee  player  or 
pitcher.  Nevertheless,  I  believe  Epstein 
has  done  the  best  job  possible  with  what 
was  available.  Now  let  us  take  a  look  at  the 
new  faces  that  will  be  coming  to  Fenway, 


all  thanks  to  the  Sox  management  staff, 
including  Epstein,  Larry  Lucchino  and 
Tom  Werner. 

The  Red  Sox  main  marquee  signing 
is  that  ofjapanese 
pitcher  Daisuke 
Matsuzaka.  After 
a  heated  battle 
with  the  Evil  Em¬ 
pire  for  the  ex¬ 
clusive  contract 
rights  to  speak  to 
this  Japanese  phe- 
nom,  the  Sox  end¬ 
ed  up  forking  over 
$51.1  million  to  his 
former  club,  the 
Seibu  Lions.  After 
nearly  a  month 
of  intense  discus¬ 
sions,  Epstein  and 
the  gritty  Scott 
Boras  came  to  an 
agreement  of  $52 
million  spread 


mitsuzaka  launches  his  $100,000,000  PITCH 


over  six  years,  with  incentives  built  in  that 
could  push  it  to  $60  million.  That  totals 
in  excess  of  $103.1  million,  a  great  deal 


of  money  for  an  unproven  Major  League 
Baseball  talent.  I,  however,  would  also  take 
this  risk  and  commend  Epstein  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  fortitude  to  do  so.  The  Sox  again 
dipped  overseas 
by  signing  Japa¬ 
nese  southpaw  re¬ 
lief  pitcher  Hideki 
Okajima,  who  has 
the  potential  to  fill 
the  role  of  prime 
lefty  specialist  out 
of  the  bullpen. 

The  next 
biggest  signing 
this  off-season 
was  of  journey¬ 
man  outfielder  J.D. 
Drew.  Originally,  I 
understand- 
critical  after 
signed  the 
and 

gularly-play- 
ing  Drew  for  five 
years  at  $70  million.  With  Drew’s  career 
on-base  percentage  (OBP)  of  .393,  howev¬ 
er,  I  could  understand  Epstein’s  attraction, 


viewing  Drew  rather  as  a  bat  to  protect 
Manny  Ramirez  in  the  lineup.  Although  I 
still  believe  that  the  amount  of  money  is 
ridiculous,  I  will  gladly  take  Drew  over  a 
Trot  Nixon  in  right  field  any  day. 

With  a  hole  at  short  due  to  Alex 
Gonzalez’s  departure,  the  Sox  desperately 
needed  a  shortstop.  So  Epstein  signed 
a  familiar  former  division  rival  from  his 
Tampa  Bay  Devil  Rays’  days:  Julio  Lugo  for 
four  years  at  $36  million.  Although  Lugo 
is  a  definite  downgrade  defensively,  his 
offense  is  a  welcomed  commodity.  Lugo’s 
career  OBP  is  .340,  and  he  is  also  a  great 
base-stealing  threat.  Lugo  will  make  David 
Ortiz  a  very  happy  man  and  will  definitely 
help  on  improving  the  Sox’s  run-produc¬ 
tion  woes  of  last  season. 

Epstein  and  management  have  done 
a  commendable  job  this  off-season,  and 
I  will  always  be  appreciative  and  happy 
when  my  hometown  team  piques  my 
interest  with  big  splash  signings.  I  am  re¬ 
ally  excited  for  this  upcoming  season,  and 
hopefully  it  will  pan  out  well,  especially  for 
our  two  new  pitchers  who  have  traveled 
halfway  across  the  globe  to  take  the  hill 
for  our  beloved  Red  Sox. 


BCS  Drama  and  Controversy  Erupt  Again 


By  Paul  Brideau,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Following  last  year’s  ideal  situation, 
in  which  the  only  two  undefeated  teams 
(number  one,  University  of  Southern 
California  and  number  two,  University 
of  Texas)  played  for  the  national  title, 
we  return  once  again  to  the  utter  annual 
bewilderment  of  the  Bowl  Championship 
Series  standings.  This  season  became  the 
first  in  the  eight-year  history  of  the  BCS 
to  leave  the  public  wondering  who  the 
title  game’s  participants  would  be  until 
Selection  Sunday  Ohio  State  waited  in 
anticipation  to  know  which  team  they 
would  face  for  the  title;  it  fell  between 
Michigan  and  Florida  after  unranked 
UCLA  crippled  USC’s  hopes  for  playing 
in  the  title  game  for  the  third  consecutive 
year.  In  the  end,  the  controversial  BCS 
scoring  system  favored  the  Southeastern 
Conference  champion  Florida  Gators 
over  the  Big  Ten  runnerup  Michigan. 

The  decision,  which  the  BCS 
computers  have  called  a  virtual  tie,  was 
left  to  the  division  coaches  poll  employed 
by  USA  Today  and  the  Harris  Interactive 
Poll,  which  is  composed  of  114  panelists. 
The  coaches  and  these  panelists  have 
made  a  decision  that  speaks  directly  to 
the  unfairness  of  this  system.  Michigan 
stood  at  number  two  in  the  nation  for 


the  majority  of  the  season  and  went 
undefeated  until  their  final  game.  Keep 
in  mind,  however,  that  this  loss  came  to 
the  number  one  team  in  the  nation,  Ohio 
State  and  by  three  points,  a  very  forgivable 
blunder. 

As  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  examine 
Michigan’s  case,  we 
find  that  many  of  the 
coaches  have  voted 
in  favor  of  the  Gators 
due  to  the  fact  that 
Michigan  has  already 
fallen  to  Ohio  State, 
which  means  that 
they  did  not  deserve 
another  chance.  Did 
anybody  see  this  type 
of  problem  coming? 

When  one  is  choos¬ 
ing  the  top  two  teams 
in  the  nation  to  play 
for  the  title,  one  is 
bound  to  find  that 
they  may  come  from 
the  same  conference,  meaning  that  they 
must  have  met  once  in  the  regular  season. 
Please  show  me  where  it  is  outlined  that 
in  order  to  play  for  the  title  you  must  win 
your  conference.  This  gives  the  coaches 
no  excuse  to  vote  with  this  in  mind.  The 
fact  that  one  may  be  bored  with  the  po¬ 


tential  match-up  does  not  give  the  right 
to  the  voter  to  choose  the  lesser  team, 
because  Florida  is  undoubtedly  the  lesser 
team  in  this  equation. 

Some  may  point  to  the  fact  that 
Florida  played  a  more 
difficult  schedule  this 
year,  but  perhaps  the 
better  word  for  their 
season  is  ‘survived.’ 
This  season  Florida 
squeaked  out  two 
very  unimpressive 
wins  by  one  point, 
including  one  against 
unranked  South  Car 
olina,  and  recorded 
seven  of  its  twelve 
wins  by  ten  points  or 
less.  Though  it  may 
not  be  fair  to  judge  a 
team  by  style  points, 
meaning  their  margin 
of  victory,  to  think 
that  a  team  that  near 
ly  lost  to  a  squad  that 
finished  second  to  last  in  the  SEC  East  will 
be  playing  the  Buckeyes  for  the  national 
title  is  very  strange  to  say  the  least.  This 
game  becomes  even  more  questionable 
when  you  witness  Michigan,  who  traveled 
to  Notre  Dame  (at  the  time  second  in  the 
nation)  and  won  by  a  margin  of  26  and  has 


won  nine  of  their  last  11  victories  by  two 
or  more  touchdowns,  playing  for  second 
best  in  the  Rose  Bowl. 

This  season,  however,  has  not 
been  completely  marred  with  controversy; 
this  bowl  series  will  prove  to  be  a  very 
thrilling  one.  Seeing  as  the  BCS  title  game 
will  not  be  as  entertaining  as  it  could  be, 
barring  an  unlikely  complete  collapse  by 
the  powerhouse  Buckeyes,  I  suggest  turn¬ 
ing  your  attention  to  USC  vs.  Michigan  or 
Louisville  vs.  Wake  Forest.  Both  of  these 
match-ups  could  come  down  to  the  wire, 
even  with  USC’s  heartbreaking  loss  to 
UCLA  three  weeks  ago.  Also,  many  would 
expect  that  Louisville  is  sure  to  win,  but 
given  the  manner  in  which  Wake  Forest 
has  surprised  the  competition  in  the  up- 
and-coming  Atlantic  Coast  Conference; 
do  not  be  surprised  to  see  an  upset  in  the 
Orange  Bowl.  The  pressure  is  entirely  on 
Wake  Forest’s  defense  and  I  believe  that 
they  are  entirely  capable  of  taking  on  the 
challenge. 

Whichever  way  you  look  at  it, 
this  season  has  been  a  prime  example  of 
another  BCS  blunder  proving  that  this 
system  does  not  work  and  never  will.  It 
will  be  continually  expressed  over  the 
next  few  years,  but  the  truth  remains 
that  if  this  is  not  changed,  teams  will  be 
stripped  of  opportunities  of  which  they 
undoubtedly  deserve. 


1  love  the  ladies 
almost  as  much  as 

Become 

An 

Hero 

DEAR  MS.  SYLVESTER, 

YOU  ROCK  OUR  WORLDS. 
YOU  DA  BOMB,  DIGGITY. 

Nick  Fountain, Liz 
O’Brien  &  Andrew 
Klein  are  the  best 

-Muhammad  Ali 

the  ladies  love  me 
-Gerry  Li 

-GERRY,  JENNIFER,  KITTY 
&  THE  TWINS 

MERRYNESS  HOLIDAY! 

Stay  in  da  cool, 
Mr.  Barry! 

Love, 

Your  Students 

Swordfish-Tony  C, 
you  know 
what  to  do. 

Jiappy  TCoCidaysW 

S kout  out  to  Ting , 
rT dan,  Jy,  Tfii,  Jut, 
and Met. 

Tram  ~ 

Happy  Birthday 
Miles  Groverl 

I  love  you  with  a  passion! 
Love  Jessie 
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Who  owns 

Across 

2.  Spongebob’s  pet. 

4.  Peter  Pan’s  archnemesis. 

6.  New  Sox  pitcher’s  nickname. 

8.  Captain  Jack  Sparrow. 

9.  Illegal  automotive  maneuver  on 
Avenue  Louis  Pasteur. 

10.  Santa’s  helper. 

13.  New  girls’  basketball  coach. 

14.  Our  neighborhood  chocolate 
shop. 

15.  Mimi  the  Singer. 

17.  Forrest  Gump. 

19.  Type  of  cheap  pen. 

20.  Type  of  ketchup. 

22.  Fergalicious. 

25.  Let’s  get  the _ started. 

26.  Chicago’s  basketball  team. 

28.  Japan-imported  pitcher. 

30.  Show  Christmaka  is  celebrated 
on. 

31.  Type  of  salad. 

33.  “I’m  the  king  of  the  world!” 

34.  Do  the  chicken  have  large 
_ ? 

35.  Force  over  a  distance. 

36.  It’s  A  Wonderful  Life  main 
character. 

38.  Her  hips  don’t  lie. 

40.  “We’re  a  big  fam-ma-lee”  art¬ 
ist. 

41.  Double-nominated  in  a  single 
Globe  category. 


Down 

1.  Global  warming  activist. 

2.  “It’s  not  easy  being _ ” 

3.  Preppy  clothing  chain. 

5.  Owner  of  Red  Sox. 

6.  Capital  of  Ireland. 

7.  Angels  in  America  playwright. 


11.  Ricky  Bobby 

12.  Boston  newspaper. 

16.  Location  of  hall  of  mirrors. 

18.  New  lock  color. 

21.  Setting  of  The  Office. 

23.  Home  Alone  star. 

24.  Repped  the  205  on  American 


Idol. 

27. 14-line  verse  poem. 

29.  Ex-Red  Sox  “19.” 

32.  “Just  do  it.” 

37.  I  want  it  that _ 

39.  Original  king  of  trash-talking 
in  sports. 


Sudoku:  Back  by  Popular  Demand 

This  time  we  decided  not  to  risk  your  wrath. 

New  to  Sudoku?  The  first  one  was  practice. 

Perfect  time  to  start!  This  one  is  for  real. 

Fill  in  the  grid  so  that  every  row, 

PpiCYr  EVERY  COLUMN,  AND  EVERY  3x3  BOX  j  P|V>n1 1  CZ\  1 

-LjCloy  CONTAINS  THE  DIGITS  1  THROUGH  9.  i  F^lCl  L/L/ll  CCll 
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Debate  Continues  Over  Teacher  Contract 


By  Sarah  Stutman,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


On  January  19,  Boston  Latin  School 
teachers  spent  time  before  homeroom 
picketing  for  a  fair  contract  in  front  of 
the  school  building.  Numerous  teachers, 
armed  with  bright  blue  signs  reading 
“Contract  Fairness,”  marched  in  the 
bitter  cold  morning  air  as  a  way  of  pub¬ 
licizing  and  asserting  their  stance  on 
the  ongoing  negotiations  between  the 
Boston  Teachers  Union  (BTU)  and  the 
school  department.  The  picketing  took 
place  not  only  at  BLS  but  at  all  Boston 
Public  Schools  around  the  city. 

The  8,000  teachers  and  para- 
professionals  of  the  BTU  and  the 
school  department  have  been  in 
contract  negotiations  for  over  a  year. 
According  to  Mr.  Jonathon  Bonds,  an 
economics  teacher  and  BLS  building 
union  representative,  Latin  School 
administrators  received  a  contract  in 
July,  which  consisted  of  an  n  percent 
salary  increase.  Boston  Public  School 
teachers,  however,  have  been  without 
a  contract  since  August.  Why  is  it  tak¬ 
ing  so  long?  The  union  and  the  school 
department  have  trouble  seeing  eye- 
to-eye  on  certain  issues,  such  as  class 
size  limits,  teacher  reassignment  from 
underperforming  schools  and  health 
insurance  pay.  _ 

Class  size  is  a  major  issue  over 
which  the  school  department  and  BTU 
have  constantly  knocked  heads.  At  BLS, 
the  typical  class  size  is  about  28  students; 
the  maximum  class  size  allowed  is  31 
students  in  grades  9-12  and  28  in  grades 
7-8.  The  school  department  wants  to  be 
able  to  relax  the  limit  and  add  two  more 


students  in  each  classroom  throughout 
the  city.  According  to  the  BTU’s  vice 
president,  Patrick  Connolly,  “the  school 
department  wants  the  ability  to  change 
[class  size]  when  it  suits  them.”  Jonathan 
Palumbo,  spokesperson  for  the  School 
Department,  refuted  this  claim.  “We  are 


jor  impact  on  the  salaries  of  the  teachers. 
The  percent  increase  in  health  insurance 
is  expected  to  double  within  the  next  four 
years,  from  10  percent  to  20  percent.  For 
the  younger  teachers  and  the  paraprofes- 
sionals,  it  poses  a  significant  problem,  as  it 
puts  a  large  dent  in  their  paychecks. 


teachers  gather  to  demonstrate. 


absolutely  not  proposing  an  increase  in 
class  size,”  he  asserted. 

Another  problem  that  has  caused 
disagreement  between  the  two  groups 
is  the  cost  of  health  insurance.  Although 
health  insurance  is  more  of  a  national 
issue  than  simply  a  city-wide  issue,  the 
proposed  increase  in  cost  may  have  a  ma- 


The  most  recent  issue  is  teacher 
reassignment  from  underperforming 
schools.  The  school  department  believes 
it  is  appropriate  to  reassign  a  teacher  to 
another  school  or  even  fire  that  teacher 
if  the  principal  expresses  dissatisfaction. 
“They  want  to  be  able  to  remove  any 
teacher  from  an  underperforming  school 


because  of  bad  attitude. ..It  eliminates  any 
job  security  a  teacher  could  have,”  Mr. 
Connolly  said,  when  asked  about  school 
reassignment. 

Although  the  BTU  and  the  school 
department  do  not  appear  to  be  on  the 
best  of  terms,  recently  they  reached  an 
agreement  on  three  impor¬ 
tant  issues,  according  to  Mr. 
Palumbo.  Both  groups  have 
agreed  to  give  pilot  schools 
free  reign,  and  to  support 
New  Teacher  Developers,  a 
new  mentoring  model  that 
costs  around  $1.8  million.  In 
addition,  teacher  leadership 
opportunities,  totaling  nearly 
one  million  dollars  in  fund¬ 
ing,  will  provide  new  “career 
[ladders]”  for  BPS  educators 
over  the  next  three  years. 

The  disagreements 
that  remain,  however,  have 
resulted  in  talk  of  a  possible 
strike  in  mid-February.  On 
February  14,  2007,  there  is 
going  to  be  a  BTU  meeting, 
where  the  members  will  vote 
on  a  motion  on  “whether 

ID 

o  there  should  be  a  one-day 

^  strike  on  February  15,  2007 

1  or  on  such  other  dates.”  Al- 
0_ 

k  though  students  may  support 

_ having  a  strike,  teachers  are 

more  reluctant  to  hold  one. 
During  a  strike,  “no  one  wins,”  said  Mr. 
Bonds.  Another  BPS  teacher  and  union 
negotiator,  Mr.  Erik  Berg,  commented, 
“Certainly,  [a  strike  is]  something  no  one 
wants  to  do.  Ultimately,  getting  a  contract 
good  for  teachers  and  students  is  what  is 
important.” 


System  Down 


By  Xiaoli  Mi,  II 

Assistant  News  Editor 


Recently,  Boston  Latin  School  and 
the  rest  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools  sys¬ 
tem  experienced  an  incursion  of  computer 
viruses  due  to  the 
network’s  vulnerable 
protection  software. 

As  a  result,  all  com¬ 
puters  in  administra¬ 
tive  offices,  science 
labs,  classrooms  and 
the  library  were  shut 
down  for  more  than  a 
week.  With  the  help 
of  the  technological 


BPS  NETWORK  SHUT  DOWN. 


resources  of  the  BPS,  however,  the  school 
is  currently  recovering  from  this  serious 
technical  issue. 

The  protection  software  used  by 
the  entire  BPS  system  is  the  Symantec 
Antivirus  Corporate  Edition.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Ms.  Catherine  Meany,  director  of 


technology  at  BLS,  this  vulnerable  soft¬ 
ware  allowed  “many  viruses,  Trojan  horse 
programs  and  worms  to  infect  computer 
systems  in  all  Boston  Public  Schools.  This 
was  a  problem  that  affected  businesses 
and  schools  all  over  the  country.”  One 
specific  threat  is  a  net¬ 
work  worm  named  W32. 
Spybot.ANDM,  which, 
according  to  the  official 
website  for  Symantec, 
“[captures]  keystrokes, 
<[downloads]  files  and 
\  [stops]  various  security 
I  services.”  Consequently, 
o  Symantec  software  and 
the  virus  protection  soft¬ 


ware  on  every  computer  and  server  within 
the  BPS  system  must  be  upgraded.  At 
BLS,  600  Windows  PCs  and  six  servers 
required  repair.  Ms.  Meany  added,  “The 
upgrade  was  not  a  simple  process  either. 

System  Down 
Continued  on  page  4 


This  Valentine’s  Day, 

Make  your  friends  feel  ft 

send  them 


$1  /  FLOWER 

BUY  5  GET  1  ‘FREE 

WATCH  OUT  FOR  SELLERS  COMING  TO  YOUR 
HOMEROOM/LUNCHTABLE... 

OR  GET  THEM  FROM: 

WENDY  WANG,  CLAUDIA  TENEN,  LINDA  ZHENG,  KATIE  HARRISON, 
ANDREW  KLEIN,  ARI  KLICKSTEIN,  KIERAN  KELLY,  OWYN  STEPHENS,  MAYA 
STROSHANE,  BEN  DEISSLER,  VY  NGUYEN,  ALEX  ZHU,  JASON  HUANG, 

LIZ  O'BRIEN,  YUNHAN  CHEN,  YING  WANG,  XIAOLI  Ml,  EVA  CHEUNG, 
RICHARD  PENG,  PATRICK  LI,  KRISTINE  XUE,  REBECCA  BILODEAU,  JONATHAN 
LARA,  JULIA  ARNOUS,  ANDY  VO,  TONY  HUANG,  MIKE  CHAMO. 


Global  News  Tidbits 


»  Starting  this  February,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Sioux  Falls  will  be  giving  stu¬ 
dents  a  unique  education  in  the  lessons 
of  love.  The  college  plans  on  offering  a 
oner  credit  course  called  “Finding  Dates 
Worth  Keeping,”  which  it  claims  will  help 


students  make  better  decisions 
when  it  comes  to  their  relation¬ 
ships.  CAP) 

»  Snakes  on  a  plane?  No,  actually, 
scorpions  on  a  plane.  A  United  Airlines 
flight  from  Chicago  to  Vermont  is 
under  questioning  after  a  passenger 
was  unexpectedly  stung  in  the  leg  by 


a  scorpion.  Airline  officials  are  still 
investigating  the  matter.  CAP) 

»  eBay  sells  just  about  anything — even 
snow.  Jim  and  Mary  Walker  of  Loveland, 
CO  began  selling  the  snow  they  shoveled 
along  the  Front  Range  with  a  starting  bid 
at  $0.99.  Shipping  and  handling  might 
prove  a  little  difficult  as  well.  CAP) 


»  On  January  2,  2007,  over  three 
hundred  guests  celebrated  the 
publication  of  Latin's  School  alumna  and 
former  English  instructor  Ms.  Rachel 
Skerritt’s  new  novel,  No  More  Lies.  The 
book  explores  the  choice  that  young,  hot 
Desiree  Thomas  must  make  between  two 
very  desirable  men.  Congratulations,  Ms. 
Skerritt! 
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News 
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February  vacation  is  almost 
here...  but  not  yet.  Luckily,  you’ve  got 
this  issue  of  the  Argo  to  help  you  sur¬ 
vive  from  now  until  2:15  on  Friday.  Just 
don’t  blame  us  if  you  get  in  trouble  for 
doing  the  crossword  or  sudoku  in  class. 
(Perhaps  one  of  the  pickup  lines  we’ve 
provided  might  get  you  off  the  hook.) 

Those  of  you  making  sacrifices 
to  the  gods  of  academia  for  a  day  off 
on  Thursday  should  turn  to  our  front 
page  to  read  Sarah  Stutman’s  (V)  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  teacher  contract  debate. 
Xiaoli  Mi’s  (II)  article  explains  why 
for  several  days  no  one  was  allowed 
within  50  feet  of  a  BLS  computer,  and 
if  you  read  Lily  Burger’s  (V)  article  on 


page  3,  you’ll  learn  why  the  eighth  graders 
have  suddenly  begun  marching  around  the 
dining  hall  wearing  signs  that  are  bigger 
than  they  are.  Those  who  think  Brown  v. 
Board  is  limited  to  the  AP  U.S.  History 
curriculum  might  also  be  surprised  by 
Olena  Savytska’s  article  on  page  4. 

Impressed  by  Time’s  shiny  front 
cover  declaring  “you”  the  2006  Person 
of  the  Year?  Turn  to  the  versus  on  page  5 
for  two  different  opinions  on  the  future  of 
media.  Interested  in  student  and  teacher 
response  to  last  issue’s  Forum  article  “Gay 
Activist  Agenda”?  Letters  to  the  Editor 
can  be  found  on  page  6. 

This  issue,  A&E  features  reviews  of 
the  final  installment  of  Ann  Brashares’s 
popular  Sisterhood  series  (page  10),  indie 
bands  The  Shins,  Of  Montreal  and  Mew 
(page  11),  and  the  thrilling  new  season  of 
the  hit  TV  show  24  (page  14). 

Sports  has  its  very  own  BCS  Playoff 
versus  on  page  17,  and  on  page  19,  An¬ 


drew  DeStefano  (II)  shares  his  thoughts 
on  the  influence  of  the  recent  blogging 
revolution. 

The  fun  page  includes  another  sup¬ 
posedly  “unsolvable”  sudoku.  Hint:  try  the 
limitation  rule. 

Finally,  thank  you  to  everyone  who 
bought  Argo  carnations!  Proceeds  from 
the  sales  go  to  printing  the  Argo,  includ¬ 
ing  graduation  issue  (twice  the  length  and 
partly  in  color).  Carnations  will  be  deliv¬ 
ered  to  homerooms  on  Valentine’s  Day 

Make  sure  to  turn  in  your 
carnation  slips  to  Mr.  Fly¬ 
nn  or  anArgo  staff  member 
if  you  haven’t  already. 

Enjoy  the  vacation! 

Julia  Arnous 
Editorin-Chief 


Couple's  Spotlight:  Barbie  &  Ken 


By  Nick  Fountain,  I 
&  Jo  Wkrba,  I 

Contributing  Writer  &  Staff  Writer 


Barbie  and  Ken  have  been  together 
for  a  long  time,  especially  by  high 
school  standards.  Barbie  is  renowned 
worldwide  for  her  fabulous  fashion  and 
limitless  talent.  She  definitely  wears 
the  pants  in  the  relationship,  despite 
the  large  assortment  of  short  skirts  in 
her  wardrobe,  but  she  does  bring  in  the 
cash  as  both  a  doctor  and  a  lawyer.  Still, 
Ken  is  not  without  charm;  to  all  who 
know  him,  Ken  is  fun,  entertaining  and 
incredibly  rich,  as  anyone  can  discern 
from  his  stylish  and  extensive  wardrobe. 
His  financial  security  is  convenient  for 
Barbie,  who  is  quite  fond  of  the  expen¬ 
sive  gifts  that  come  her  way. 

This  perfect  couple’s  past,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  always  so  smooth.  Soon 


for  having  too  much  plastic  surgery.  After 
she  finished  her  second  knee  job,  Ken 
protested,  “That’s  enough!”  Ignoring  him, 
Barbie  went  on  to  become  spokeswomen 
for  the  National  White  Anglo-Saxon  As- 


THH  PAIR  STAYS  UPRIGHT  FOR  A  PHOTO  SHOOT. 


after  getting  together,  Ken  dumped  her  sociation  For  Disproportionate  Models 


Lines 


Trying  to  connect  with  your  one 
true  love,  but  just  don’t  know  how?  Argo 
to  the  rescue!  It  takes  courage  and  skill  to 
use  these  guaranteed*  success  phrases,  but 
add  some  flowers  (preferably  carnations) 
and  a  little  practice — we  recommend  try¬ 
ing  them  on  old  Abe’s  statue  on  the  third 
floor,  he  doesn’t  mind  and  won’t  bite — and 
you’ll  have  a  bloom  of  love  in  no  time. 

Either  that  or  a  slap,  bur  hardship 
builds  character,  and  we  know  Boston 
Latin  School  is  all  about  character. 

*Heod  Master  Kelley  may  not  approve. 

Classics 

Credo  fatum  nos  coegisse. 


Mathematics 

If  I  were  a  function,  you  would  be  my 
asymptote — I  always  tend  towards  you. 

Music  and  Arts 

I’m  a  fermata;  hold  me. 

Science 

Your  eyes  are  like  limpid  pools  of  primeval 
ooze — and  I’m  the  amoeba  who  longs  to 
swim  in  their  depths. 

English 

Today  we  are  going  to  do  the  present 
perfect  continuous.  I’m  present.  "Vbu’re 
perfect.  Shall  we  continue? 


History 

Prohibition — “Can  I  buy  you  a...uh... 
ginger  ale?” 

Modern  Languages 

Las  estrellas  se  apartarian  al  ver  tus  ojos. 

Mi  corazon  esentus  manos. 

And  some  for  the  students... 

Is  your  name  Gillette? ...  ’cause  you’re  the 
best  a  man  can  get. 

Are  you  from  Tennessee?  ’cause  you’re  the 
only  ten  I  see. 

Be  unique,  be  different!  Say  yes. 
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(NAWA-SFDM).  She  was  soon  rubbing 
elbows  with  the  hottest  stars  and  the  only 
thoughts  of  Ken  to  remain  in  her  vacant 
mind  were,  “like,  Ken,  like,  whatever”. 
Nevertheless,  the  loyal  Ken  had  not  for 
gotten  about  her.  Last  year  on  Valentine’s 
Day,  Ken  showed  up  at  her  Hollywood 
mansion  with  her  theme  song  playing  in 
his  motionless  red  Ferrari.  “It  was,  like, 
the  most,  like,  romantic  thing,  like,  ever,” 
Barbie  boasted.  “He  told  me  I  looked 
like  I  did  in  1959,  that  I  haven’t  changed 
since  the  day  I  was  born.  Of  course  he 
didn’t,  like,  mention  the  plastic  surgery.” 
The  couple  was  engaged  soon  after.  The 
proposal  was  also  a  romantic  affair.  “I 
tried  to  push  back  her  hair  to  go  for  a 
kiss  as  I’d  seen  on  One  Tree  Hill,  but  my 
“fingers  wouldn’t  separate,”  he  said.  “I 
gwould  have  cried  but  I’m  too  manly  to 
fhave  tear  ducts.” 

The  couple  will  hold  their  honey¬ 
moon  in  Legoland. 
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Mission  Statement 
Petere  Veritatem 


The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards 
ot  journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among  all 
members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 
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Rivera  Rejects  Super  intendency 


By  Claudia  Tenen,  I 

News  Editor 


opportunity  to  impact  the  lives  of  three 
million  children  across  the  state  of  New 
York.” 


Manuel  J.  Rivera’s  recent  rejection 
of  his  post  as  superintendent  for  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  Schools  in  favor  of  another  po¬ 
sition  in  New  York  has  left  Mayor  Thomas 
M.  Menino  in  disappointed  shock.  His 
sudden  change  of  mind  has  also  left  a 
slew  of  rumors  considering  his  mo¬ 
tivation  for  rejecting  his  contract, 
which  was  nearly  completed  when 
he  decided  not  to  take  the  offer. 

Despite  his  claims  throughout  the 
search  for  candidates  that  he  was 
not  one  for  Boston,  he  had  pub¬ 
licly  accepted  the  offer  before,  and 
there  were  no  obvious  warnings  of 
his  retraction. 

After  seeking  a  new  superin¬ 
tendent  for  almost  a  year,  school 
officials  chose  Rivera  in  September. 

In  his  January  23  letter  to  School 
Committee  chairwoman  Elizabeth 
Reilinger,  however,  he  broke  off 
negotiations  and  announced  his 
decision  to  “work  in  a  different 
educational  context  where  there 
is  significantly  greater  need”  as 
head  of  the  new  Commission  on 
Public  Higher  Education  under 
Governor  Eliot  Spitzer  of  New 
York.  He  clarified  the  reasoning 
behind  his  decision  over  a  phone 
interview  with  The  Boston  Globe-. 

“the  main  reason  I  made  the  decision  not  lowing  a  more  desirable  contract  than  the 
to  continue  with  contract  negotiations  one  arranged  via  internet  and  telephone 
is  because  of  this  unique,  unexpected  between  lawyers  representing  Rivera  and 


Not  everyone,  however,  is  con¬ 
vinced  his  decision  is  “not  a  dollars-and- 
cents  decision,”  as  he  wrote.  According  to 
the  Globe ,  Rivera,  who  in  2006  received 
the  title  of  National  Superintendent  of 
the  Year,  has  been  accused  by  some  of  fol- 


the  School  Committee.  Two  problem  ar 
eas  that  arose  during  negotiations  involved 
buyout  terms,  traditionally  included  to 
ensure  superintendents  are  able  to  leave 
a  position  if  it  is  not  a  suitable  match  and 
clauses  concerning  vacation  and  sick  leave. 
Still,  the  five-year  contract  the  School 
Committee  created  for  Rivera  would  have 
included  a  salary  of  almost  $300,000  that 
would  rise  annually,  as  well  as  a  pension 
of  over  $50,000  per  year,  making  this 
contract  the  most  attractive  ever  offered 
to  a  Boston  superintendent. 

Others  say  Rivera  decided  not  to 
become  Boston’s  superintendent  because 
of  conflicts  with  a  School  Committee 
chairwoman,  Elizabeth  Reilinger.  While 
Rivera  stated  that  “Liz  Reilinger  should 
not  be  blamed  for  a  decision  that  I  made,” 
CouncilorarLarge  and  former  Council 
President  Michael  F.  Flaherty  recently 
blamed  Reilinger  for  Rivera’s  choice, 
claiming  she  was  too  controlling;  he  wrote 
a  letter  ordering  her  resignation  two  days 
after  Rivera’s  surprising  change  of  mind. 
Some  criticize  Reilinger  for  her  tendency 
to  work  for  the  school  system  covertly 
over  her  nine-year  tenure,  as  reflected 
in  the  style  in  which  Rivera  was  chosen: 
instead  of  the  more  open  procedure  used 
when  Thomas  Payzant  was  chosen  in  1995, 
secret  interviews  have  made  the  recent 
search  for  a  superintendent  a  private  one. 
While  Reilinger  is  not  alone  in  supporting 
this  process,  Richard  Stutman,  the  Boston 
Teachers  Union’s  president,  also  criticized 
her  controlling  style,  and  Flaherty’s  de¬ 
mand  for  her  resignation  is  also  backed  by 


City  Councilor  Chuck  Turner.  Amidst  the 
criticism,  Reilinger  still  has  the  support 
of  many,  with  both  Menino  and  Acting 
Superintendent  Michael  G.  Contompasis 
refuting  claims  that  Reilinger  was  the 
cause  of  Rivera’s  estrangement. 

Whatever  the  cause  of  Rivera’s 
switch,  it  is  a  great  disappointment  to 
Bostonians.  Highly  qualified  as  a  super 
intendent,  Rivera,  who  would  have  been 
the  first  Hispanic  leader  of  Boston  Public 
Schools,  had  been  expected  to  work  on 
closing  the  racial  achievement  gap.  With 
his  withdrawal,  Community  Partners 
for  a  New  Superintendent  arranged  a 
meeting  that  drew  over  250  people  who 
confronted  Menino  about  Rivera’s  deci¬ 
sion.  As  a  group  that  has  tried  for  over  a 
year  to  target  candidates  who  would  work 
on  the  achievement  gap,  Community 
Partners  wants  to  develop  a  more  open 
and  publicized  process  for  choosing  a  su¬ 
perintendent  so  future  candidates  for  the 
position  cannot  “play  behind-the-scene 
games,”  as  expressed  by  Theresa  Perry, 
a  member  of  the  1995  search  committee 
that  selected  Payzant. 

Menino  told  those  at  the  gather 
ing  that  the  method  for  selecting  a  new 
superintendent  has  yet  to  be  determined. 
Some  fear  that  it  will  involve  the  commu¬ 
nity  even  less  than  the  one  used  to  select 
Rivera,  pointing  to  its  failure  in  retaining 
his  commitment.  Until  “a  suitable  replace¬ 
ment  is  found,”  however,  hopefully  before 
his  retirement  in  July,  Michael  Contom¬ 
pasis  stated  that  he  will  continue  serving 
as  superintendent. 


Students  Respond  to  Global  Warming 


By  Lily  Burger,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


With  almost  100  members,  the 
new  global  warming  club,  Youth  Cli¬ 
mate  Action  Network  (YouthCAN),  has 
attracted  considerable  attention  and 
generated  much  enthusiasm  from  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community.  The 
club,  which  held  its  first  meeting  on 
January  23,  was  co-founded  by  Ms.  Cate 
Arnold  and  Ms.  Kathleen  Bateman  at 
the  demand  of  students,  who  came  up 
with  the  idea.  The  group  is  dedicated  to 
educating  the  school  about  global  warm¬ 
ing  and  its  increasingly  serious  effects  on 
the  environment. 

The  idea  of  forming  a  club  began 
when  Ms.  Arnold  showed  A1  Gore’s 
movie  An  Inconvenient  Truth  to  her  history 
class.  “I’ve  been  aware  of  the  issues  of 
global  warming,  but  I  don’t  think  I  was 
as  clear  about  the  imminence  of  it  all,” 
said  Ms.  Arnold.  The  movie  profoundly 
affected  her  students,  most  of  whom 
were  shocked  when  they  realized  that 
the  general  media  does  not  portray  global 
warming  as  the  pressing  threat  it  actually 
is.  Ms.  Arnold  recalled,  “They  grabbed 
me  by  the  throat  and  asked,  ‘what  can 
we  do?m  The  discussion  resulted  in  a  two- 
page  list  ofiactions  they  should  take  and, 
eventually,  the  new  club. 

Jake  Goldklang  (V)  emailed  the 
senior  class  president,  Michael  Baskin, 
asking  about  ways  to  help  out  the  planet. 
Baskin  suggested  encouraging  students  to 
recycle  their  lunch  trays;  consequently, 
on  January  xo,  BLS  YouthCAN  initi¬ 
ated  a  recycling  movement  during  third 
lunch.  The  phenomenon  attracted  much 
attention  from  their  peers.  “I’ve  defi¬ 
nitely  noticed  that  far  more  students  are 
recycling  their  trays,”  remarked  Maya 
Nojechowie^fl^.jftThie- J>ins  are  always 
overflowing  now.”  YouthCAN  members 


also  monitor  the  dining  hall’s  trash  cans 
and  plan  on  making  more  signs  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  pause. 

“I’m  overwhelmed  with  my  stu¬ 
dents’  enthusiasm.  I’m  just  astonished,” 
says  Ms.  Arnold.  “Kids  aren’t  letting  their 
parents  buy  that  car.  They’re  making 
their  siblings  watch  the  movie.  They’re 
encouraging  their  families  to  switch  to 
fluorescent  light  bulbs.  All  my  kids  are 
talking  about  this.” 

According  to  Ms.  Arnold,  the 
younger  generation  often  knows  more 
about  global  warming  than  adults  do, 
“and  that’s  not  necessarily  a  bad  thing.” 
Students  are  more  convincing  as  ad¬ 
vocates  of  the  issue  than  politicians  or 
adults  in  general.  To  students,  interest 
in  global  warming  is  not  about  elections 
or  making  money;  it’s  about  the  future. 
As  Ishmael  Saib  (Y)  said,  “I  think  that 
we  seriously  need  kids  involved  in  this 
project,  because  we’re  not  looking  out  for 
our  future  enough.”  Young  people,  whose 
futures  are  at  stake,  can  deliver  the  mes¬ 
sage  better  than  anyone  else,  a  lesson  the 
club  has  set  out  to  demonstrate. 

Despite  its  focus  on  younger  peo¬ 
ple,  YouthCAN  is  also  receiving  support 
from  adults.  Four  parents  have  agreed 
to  come  to  the  meetings,  and  the  club  is 
developing  a  partnership  with  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technology  through 
one  of  the  parents  who  works  there. 

Another  of  the  students’  efforts 
was  prompting  an  international  day  for 
turning  the  lights  out,  an  idea  which 
originated  in  France.  On  February  1  at 
7:55  p.m.  GMT,  there  was  to  be.  a  five 
minute  interval  during  which  everyone  , 
across  the  globe  shut  off  their  lights. 
The  students  made  numerous  posters 
to  display  in  school  asking  others  to 
participate,  although  they  accidentally 
promoted  it  as  occurring  at  7:55  p.m. 
instead  of  the  correctly  converted  time, 


1:55  p.m. 

In  order  to  explore  the  countless 
ideas  that  they  want  to  pursue,  club  mem¬ 
bers  are  organized  into  six  different  com¬ 
mittees,  each  of  which  focuses  on  specific 


ships  will  create  BLSTV  announcements 
to  be  broadcasted  on  Thursday  and  will 
organize  “Fridays  with  Al,”  the  weekly 
movie  showings  of  An  Inconvenient  Truth, 
where  popcorn  and.  other  parentrcon- 


areas;of  interest, The  recycling  group  will  tributed  snacks  are  provided.  Finally,  the 
concentrate  on  including  first  and  second  public  service  announcement  committee 
lunch  in  the  movement  and  on  ways  to  will  create  a  two  minute  film  to  show 

recycle  cans  and  bottle's.  An  energy  com-  at  the  youth  summit  and  to  put  on  the 

YouthCAN  website,  which 
two  of  Ms.  Arnold’s  eighth 
grade  students  are  creating. 
The  committee  will  hold  a 
,)ff  school-wide  competition 

■*,  4  11,1  3  scr*Pt  l"1  tb<  film. 

f  .  and  the  winner  will  receive 

•  JiPUv.  Sioo;  interested  students 

are  to  leave  entries  for 
.  .  YouthCAN  in  room  025. 

§§L  ''  Other  plans  include 

inviting  Al  Core  ro  Boston 

Jy  M  Latin  School  and  partici- 

pating  in  Step  It;  Up  2007, 
m  ^  a  nationwide  day  of  dem- 

iM  I  .  onstrations  aimed  at  raising 

,sL£^*JpO^  mk  Bar*  public  awareness  of  global 

warming  that  will  take  place 
on" April  14,  2007.  They 

'--evenYeceived  an  invitation 

.  •*  - 

Isto  create  a- “Youth  Speakr 
|ers  Bureau”  with  a  group 
.  5  of  Dorchester  students.  So 

v  s  far,  the  club's  only  obstacle 

YOUTHCAN  POSTERS  CAN  BE  SEEN  THROUGHOUT  THE  SCHOOL  is  space:  with  80  Students 
mittee  will  start  a  light  bulb  drive  and  help  at  the  first  meeting  and  75  at  the  second, 
families-  switch  to  compact  fluorescent  they  will  only  be  able  to  have  full  club 
bulbs.  In  addition,  they  hope  to  have  Bos-  meetings  on  a  bimonthly  basis.  Individual 
ton  Latin  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  three  committees,  however,  plan  to  meet  more 
other  schools  which  currently  have  solar  often . 

cells  on  their  rooftops.  The  activism  com-  An  Inconvenient  Truth  will  be  show- 

mittee  is  responsible  for  sending  petitions  ing  after  school  every  Friday  in  room  025. 


to  automakers  and  letters  to  politicians, 
and  a  parent  working  at  MIT  is  helping 
fo  plan  a  youth  summit  under  another 
committee.  In  addition,  a  committee  in 
charge  of  communications  and  partner 


All  enthusiasts  are  welcome  to  attend 
club  meetings,  which  are  held  every  other 
Tuesday  after  school  starting  February 
6.  Meeting  locations  have  yet  to  be  de¬ 
termined. 
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Patrick  Announces  Stand  on  Education 


By  MlCHFI  I  F  Howard  V  was  t^ie  Assistant  Attorney  General  for 

Contributing  Writrr  Civil  Rights  under  President  Bill  Clinton. 

While  his  past  is  clear,  his  plans  for  Mas- 
On  January  4,  2007,  several  Bos-  sachusetts  are  still  being  formed, 
ton  Latin  School  teachers  brought  their  In  his  inaugural  address,  Patrick 

classes  to  a  halt  for  their  students  to  wit-  declared,  “I  know  that  we  can  have  more 
ness  an  historic  event:  the  inauguration  and  better  jobs  and  a  stronger  economy 
of  the  first  African-American  Governor  But  we  will  need  the  best  prepared  work- 
of  Massachusetts,  Deval  Patrick.  force  on  the  planet...  I  know  we  can  have 

Patrick  grew  up  in  the  south  side  better  schools  to  support  that  emerging 
of  Chicago  with  his  mother,  sister  and  economy,  and  to  prepare  today’s  and 
grandparents,  who  all  lived  on  welfare,  tomorrow’s  citizens.  But  we  will  need 
He  is  a  I  larvard  Law  School  graduate  and  high  expectations  for  our  kids  at  home 

as  well  as  at  schools,  more  flexibility 
in  the  classrooms  and  even  in  what 
we  consider  to  be  a  ‘classroom,’  early 
education  and  afterschool  programs, 
and  public  colleges  and  universities 
every  bit  as  well-supported  and  hon¬ 
ored  as  their  private  counterparts. 
Let’s  reach  for  that.” 

A  graduate  of  public  school, 
Patrick  believes  in  more  realistic 
funding  for  public  schools.  Cur 
rently,  the  price  of  public  education 
is  increasing,  but  support  from  the 
state  is  not.  Consequently,  cities  are 
being  forced  to  compensate  by  rais¬ 
ing  property  taxes  (9.2  percent  in 
the  last  year  in  Boston  alone).  In  his 
position  paper  ‘Assuring  Excellence 
g  in  Public  Education,”  Patrick  advo- 
|  cates  a  funding  mechanism  “where 

S  the  funds  for  education  reflect  the 

< 

1  actual  cost  of  education  and  which 
|  relieves  the  extreme  pressure  on  the 
Patrick  will  make  education  a  priority.  _  property  tax.”  He  also  sees  the  state 


“moving  towards  a  two-year  education 
budgeting  cycle,  so  that  schools  can  plan 
better  and  with  greater  confidence.” 

Governor  Patrick  has  promised  to 
reduce  class  sizes  and  lengthen  the  school 
day.  On  the  topic  of 
a  longer  school  day, 
he  says,  “I  will  fund 
extended  day  ini¬ 
tiatives,  including 
additional  compen¬ 
sation  to  teachers 
and  other  profes¬ 
sionals,  to  enable 
more  learning  time 
for  our  kids.” 

Public  higher 
education  is  also  a 
priority  for  Patrick 
because  “85  percent 
of  our  public  college 
and  university  grad¬ 
uates  live  and  work 
in  Massachusetts 
after  graduation.” 

He  declares  that 
“higher  education 
opportunities  in 
Massachusetts  will  be  second  to  none.” 

In  his  inaugural  address,  Patrick  said, 
“As  an  American,  I  am  an  optimist.  But  not 
a  foolish  one.  I  see  clearly  the  challenges 
before  us.”  He  went  on  to  list  some  of  the 
challenges  Massachusetts  faces,  including 
violence,  the  high  cost  of  public  colleges, 
soaring  health  care  costs  and  broken  roads 
and  bridges.  He  nevertheless  believes  that 


“the  imagination,  the  compassion  and  the 
energy  of  our  people”  is  lacking  and  asks 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  to  help  him 
improve  the  state.  While  he  admits  that  he 
has  a  “broad  responsibility”  to  improve  the 

state  and  “far 
less  authority” 
than  he  needs, 
he  calls  on 
people  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  to 
“stay  engaged.” 
He  has  set  up 
a  transition 
website,  where 
anyone  can  sub¬ 
mit  problems  or 
concerns,  and 
also  encourages 
citizens  to  put 
forth  ideas  for 
0the  betterment 
°of  the  com- 

C/5 

|  m  o  n  we  a  1th. 
I  The  purpose  of 
|  the  website  sup- 
I  ports  his  theme 
of  us  “having  a 
stake”  in  each  other’s  futures. 

The  people  in  this  state  decided 
how  they  want  Massachusetts  to  be  run 
when  they  voted  Patrick  into  office.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Patrick  has  big  plans  for  the  state 
and  calls  on  Massachusetts  as  a  whole  to 
make  its  future  brighter.  As  his  campaign 
slogan  boldly  promises,  “Together  We 
Can.” 


Brown  v.  Board  Resurfaces  Over  Integration 


By  Olena  Savytska,  I 

Staff  Writf.r 


The  1954  Brown  v.  Board  of  Education 
case,  a  court  ruling  that  outlawed  segrega¬ 
tion  in  public  schools,  is  resurfacing  this 
year.  It  sought  to  achieve  integration  in 
schools  during  the  racially  tense  Jim  Crow 
years,  arguing  that  under  the  14th  amend¬ 
ment’s  Equal  Protection  Clause,  students 
should  be  forced  to  attend  a  certain  school 
based  on  their  race.  Today,  Americans 
wonder  whether  segregation  by  race  is 
equivalent  to  integration  by  race. 

Recently,  the  cities  of  Louisville  and 
Seattle  have  launched  school-integration 
plans  based  on  race.  The  Supreme  Court 
is  currently  debating  the  constitutional¬ 
ity  of  such  programs.  Chief  Justice  John 
G.  Roberts,  Jr.  sees  a  parallel  between 
conscious  segregation  and  conscious  in¬ 
tegration  because  in  both  cases,  children 
are  “assigned  on  the  basis  of  race.” 

Alternatively,  the  Brown  v.  Board 
case  sought  to  eliminate  the  use  of  race 
as  a  way  to  assign  students  to  schools 


in  order  to  avoid  mistreatment  of  and 
discrimination  against  colored  children. 
If  race  is  used  as  a  basis  of  assignment 
today,  the  main  purpose  of  this  use  is 
to  create  lifelike  communities  within 
schools  that  allow  students  of  different 
races  to  become  accustomed  to  real-world 
diversity. 

In  the  past  two  decades,  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  not  been  very  receptive 
of  affirmative  action  in  the  workplace 
and  at  universities,  giving  preference  to 
merit-based  selection.  This  precedent 
shows  that  the  court  will  not  be  likely 
to  approve  of  conscious  integration  in 
public  schools.  As  Chief  Justice  Warren 
Burger  said  in  his  1971  ruling,  however, 
the  use  of  race  in  school  assignments  is 
not  unconstitutional,  and  it  is  reasonable 
for  schools  to  have  set  ratios  of  black  and 
white  children  that  “[reflect]  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  district  as  a  whole.”  In  2003, 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  University 
of  Michigan’s  affirmative  action  policy 
constitutional. 

Wardell  Connerly,  a  wealthy  Afri¬ 


can  American,  is  an 
active  opponent  of 
affirmative  action, 
contending  that  “seg¬ 
regation  need  not  be 
racist.”  Connerly’s 
supporters  advocate 
“colorblindness.”  He 
helped  gather  sup¬ 
port  for  the  “Michi¬ 
gan  Civil  Rights  Ini¬ 
tiative,”  known  as 
Proposal  2  on  the 
ballot,  which  was 
ratified  by  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  voters.  Pro¬ 
posal  2  concerned 
the  banning  of  affir 
mative  action  in  the 
workplace  and  in  education,  but  it  was  not 
worded  clearly,  and  many  voters  felt  that 
they  had  been  mistaken  in  approving  it. 
Connerly  was  also  successful  in  helping 
ban  affirmative  action  in  California,  al¬ 
though  he  did  not  succeed  in  Colorado. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  which 


policy-colorblindness  or  conscious  in- 
tegration-is  more  just  in  a  social  sense. 
The  resurgence  of  the  Brown  vs  Board  of 
Education  case  today  may  have  less  to  do 
with  its  nature  as  a  legal  precedent  than 
with  the  continuing  presence  of  racial 
tensions  today. 


System  Down 
Continued  from  page  1 

Some  machines  were  repaired  in  ten 
minutes.  Others  took  two  hours.  Some 
could  not  be  repaired  and  will  need  to  be 
re-imaged.” 

BLS  first  became  aware  of  the  tech¬ 
nical  issue  on  Monday,  January  8.  When 
asked  about  how  BLS  dealt  with  the 
problem,  Ms.  Meany  said,  “We  notified 
OUT,  the  BPS  Office  of  Instructional 
and  Information  Technology.”  Members 
of  the  OUT,  however,  had  already  begun 
researching  the  problem  by  then.  On 
Friday,  January  12,  BLS  started  upgrad¬ 
ing  the  computers’  spfiwafe  while,  QJJT 
began  testing  a  repair  script.  “We  lpp/e,: 
been  working  on  it  ever  since,”  said  Ms. 
Meany. 


As  expected,  the  computer  viruses 
caused  great  inconvenience  for  teachers 
and  students.  Since  all  of  the  computers 
were  down  for  more  than  a  week,  certain 
teachers  had  to  delay  class  activity  or 
homework  that  required  computer  access. 
Mr.  Scott  Balicki’s  AP  Chemistry  classes, 
for  example,  were  affected  by  problems 
with  the  lab  computers,  [insert  quote] 
Several  students  who  had  saved  experi¬ 
mental  data  were  unable  to  retrieve  them 
by  the  date  the  assignment  was  due. 

According  to  Ms.  Meany,  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  repairing  the  computers  at  BLS 
was  divided  by  floor.  Mr.  Joel  Ramos 
managed  the  ground  floor,  while  Ms. 
Meany  was  in  charge  of  the  first  floor.  Mr. 
Stephan  Rubin,  a  new  technology  intern, 
oversaw  the  second  floor.  The  third  floor 
was  handled  by  Mr.  Jesse  Southwick  and 


Mr.  Aaron  Osowiecki,  with  help  from 
Ms.  Lynne  Mooney-Teta  and  Mr.  Gerald 
Bilodeau.  The  computers  in  the  admin¬ 
istrative  offices  of  the  Registrar,  Head 
Master,  Assistant  Headmasters,  Guid¬ 
ance  and  secretaries  were  recovered  first, 
while  the  lab  and  library  computers  were 
repaired  afterwards. 

By  Friday,  January  26,  BLS  had 
achieved  significant  progress  in  resolving 
the  issue.  The  only  rooms  with  unrepaired 
computers  were  labs  206  and  014.  As  Ms. 
Meany  said,  “Mr.  Ramos,  myself  and  Mr. 
Rubin  worked  on  this  full-time,  while  the 
teachers  helped  out  as  much  as  they  could 
between  classes.” 

Unlike  many  other  schools,  techno- 
logical^upportJsgvailaLfc  Latin  School  ' 
on  a  full’- time  basis,  wnicji  allows  far  tfie 
resolving  of  such  issues  without  deploy 


ing  outside  technicians.  In  addition,  BLS 
has  three  Technology  Support  Teachers 
(TST),  Mr.  Ramos,  Mr.  Southwick  and 
Mr.  Osowiecki,  who  are  able  to  offer  ad¬ 
ditional  help  when  technical  emergencies 
arise. 

Computer  viruses  have  become 
increasingly  common  in  recent  years.  “It’s 
gotten  to  the  point  that  we  cannot  be  on 
the  internet  without  protection,”  said 
Mr.  Ramos.  Although  the  issue  stemmed 
from  the  vulnerability  of  the  protection 
software,  Latin  School  does  not  have  the 
authority  to  replace  it,  as  Symantec  is  a 
network  system  provided  by  BPS  for  all 
schools  within  the  region.  Ms.  Meany 
reassures,  however,  that  “the  school  de- 
^pftftjnent  has  upgraded  all  security 
r  syst,ep^s  an^l  is  workjfii  qn  a  corfmrelitfiv'  tlfc 
sive  plan  to  move  forward.”  ’ 
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Can  Websites  Replace 
traditional  Media? 


By  Gregory  Wong,  I 

Staff  Writer 


By  Ari  Klickstein,  II 

A&E  Editor 


The  phenomenon  that  is  YouTube  can  be  most  charmingly 
described  by  a  line  from  the  Bangles  in  their  80s  hit  “Hero  Takes 
a  Fall”:  “Suddenly  your  sycophants  are  chanting  slogans  at  your 
door.”  Isn’t  that  what  YouTube  is  full  of — a  bunch  of  wannabe- 
celebrities  and  servile  fanatics  singing  mantras  on  the  Internet? 
Of  course  not,  but  there  is  definitely  an  entire  “nation”  of  people 
who  randomly  post  videos  in  hopes  of  becoming  famous  via  the 
net,  where  millions  of  even  more  random  people  are  potentially 
able  to  watch  them.  If  they  have  any  persuasion  in  opinion  or 
personality,  there’s  no  harm  or  foul  in  trying.  YouTube  arguably 
contains  credible  ideas,  but  by  no  means  do  they  insure  its 
longevity. 

So,  Time  Magazine  “wowed”  everyone  by  selecting  “You” 
as  its  person  of  the  year  for  2006.  Is  this  merited?  Yes.  Who 
hasn’t  heard  excessive  scandalous  details  from  friends,  TV  or  the 
Metro  about  YouTube  content?  This  past  fall,  Michael  Richards 
once  more  became  a  momentary  star — a  transitory  member 
of  the  YouTube  Hess  Express — when  he  was  caught  uttering 
racial  slurs  by  a  cell-phone  camera  during  one  of  his  stand  up 
performances.  More  recently,  footage  of  Saddam  Hussein’s  death 
was  placed  on  the  site,  which  was  then  awkwardly  shown  by 
every  news  station  in  the  world.  Talk  about  inappropriate,  but 
this  is  the  type  of  stuff  that  the  news  would  ordinarily  hesitate 
to  display. 

Yet  it  is  precisely  this  unnatural  haul  of  information, 
seeping  into  the  lives  of  regular  Americans,  that  succeeds  in 
creating  more  democratic  media.  In  what  other  lifetime  and 
by  what  other  means  could  you  or  I  have  posted  a  retort  on 
capital  punishment  or  an  appraisal  of  Bush’s  amazing  speeches 
or  a  tirade  on  Pepsi  vs.  Coke  and... actually  be  heard?  And  in 
what  other  network  does  the  content  range  from  President 
Bush  scaring  the  German  Chancellor  to  Lily  Allen’s  “LDN”  to 
a  slideshow  of  androgyny?  We  are  both  seeing  and  hearing  ideas 
that  come  from  the  average  spectator.  Furthermore,  if  it  weren’t 
for  this  darling  website,  a  whole  bunch  of  late  night  workers 
might  have  seriously  missed  their  Grey’s  Anatomy. 

There  is  no  arguing  that  YouTube  acts  as  a  major  platform 
for  viewing  anything  one  ever  wanted  to  see.  The  components 
and  responsibilities  of  viewership  and  membership,  however, 
contrast  entirely.  As  a  viewer,  I  should  be  aware  of  inaccurate 
content.  The  contributors  who  upload  their  videos  and  type 
their  entries  have  the  personal  decision  to  allow  the  world  to 
see  it  in  the  first  placdf  As  such,  YouTube  can  be  a  divisive  hot 
seat.  Isn’t  this  why  in  certain  countries,  such  access  is  banned 
to  the  public? 

Besides  that,  YouTube  is  dynamic  and  great.  We,  meaning 
from  regular  Johnny  to  the  most  trusted  and  most  conventional 
of  news  sources,  can  look  forward  to  more  productive  discussion 
of  topics  that  are  actually  deemed  important  for  us  thanks  to  the 
influence  of  this  great  equalizer.  YouTube  should  be  praised  for 
its  levity,  openness  and  its  sublime  use  of  the  word  “you.”  Despite 
the  love  I  have  for  YouTube,  however,  I  am  almost  positive  that, 
before  long,  all  of  us  will  be  sick  of  looking  at  those  videos  online. 
I  expect  YouTube  to  be  just  another  A-class  fad,  when  in  three 
years'  time,  it  suddenly  disappears.  How  much  insipidness  can 
you  or  I  contend  with  while  sifting  through  for  the  good  stuff? 
Then  again,  the  world  is  full  of  a  lot  of  crazy  bloggers;  it  is  very 
possible  that  these  people  will  continue  YouTube’s  reign  of 
glory.  For  me,  as  the  Bangles,  sing,  “and  I  wqqk  feel  bad  af  ^1{,  if 
the  hpj-Q  takqs  a'frill.’.foh  pq,”  I  antitiffete  tn^t;  ip  'this  instance, 
YouTubq  is  the  iilrflighty  that  may  indeed  fall. 


Congratulations.  Time  Magazine  picked  you  as  the  Person  of 
the  Year.  Where’s  your  phone  call,  your  photo-shoot,  your  interview 
on  Letterman?  Oh,  sorry  not  you,  that  other  you.  Time  may  say  that  it 
is  recognizing  an  important  element  of  our  lives,  but  in  reality  Time’s 
approval  only  extends  to  a  small  part  of  this  vast  space:  Youtube, 
Myspace,  Wikipedia,  blogs  and  all  other  sites  of  a  generation  of 
websites  known  as  Web2.o. 

While  the  Time  article  highlights  interesting  individuals,  such 
as  the  Mark  Foley  whistle-blower  and  an  Iraq  military  blogger,  most  of 
these  people  would  not  receive  as  much  attention  without  the  aid  of 
conventional  media  because  they  are  too  specialized  But  conventional 
media  only  latches  onto  web  bits  if  they  are  relevant  to  news  and 
already  have  received  significant  attention.  Others,  such  as  highly 
popular  videoblogger,  lonelygirli5,  who  ended  up  being  a  professional 
New  Zealand  actress  playing  a  part,  illustrate  the  undemocratic  nature 
of  the  service.  If  this  scripted  reality  attracts  more  viewers  than  most 
users’,  what  kind  of  a  democracy  are  we  fostering  here? 

Other  recent  events  such  as  Saddam’s  execution,  or  Michael 
Richard’s  stand-up  rant,  would  not  have  received  so  much  buzz  without 
the  presence  of  clips  that  people  could  watch  online  anytime.  These 
news-related  clips  are  largely  the  result  of  everpresent  cameraphones, 
which  are  also  responsible  for  the  photos  that  inundated  network 
television  in  the  wake  of  last  summer’s  London  train  bombings. 

On  the  other  hand,  these  services  store  electronic  resources 
the  same  way  that  your  attic  collects  boxes  of  forgotten  junk — some 
are  much-beloved,  but  others  just  take  up  space.  While  writing  a 
paper  recently,  I  was  able  to  jump  from  a  clip  of  a  Nazi  Party  rally  to 
a  Monty  Python  sketch  involving  “Mr.  Hiker”  in  London,  much  the 
same  way  I  can  look  up  Mark  Twain  on  Wikipedia  and  end  up  reading 
an  entry  on  Steampunk  fiction.  Such  casual  browsing  can  lead  to  what 
is  known  as  a  Four  Hour  Wikipedia  Party 

While  Ybulube  is  home  to  an  endless  amount  of  copyrighted 
material,  such  as  TV  shows  and  music  videos,  a  huge  chunk  of  its 
content  is  useless.  Most  viewers  spend  their  time  watching  video 
fads,  lascivious  web-cam  dances,  or  sophomoric  stunts — check  out 
Google  Video’s  Top  100  Most  Viewed.  Some  videos  rise  and  stay 
at  the  top.  The  world-famous  Numa  Numa  Dance  clip  initially 
garnered  widespread  attention  via  word  of  mouth.  Weeks  later,  it 
was  publicized  in  the  New  York  Times,  perhaps  in  an  attempt  by 
the  paper  to  be  perceived  as  “hip.”  Internet  fame  can  be  difficult  to 
harness,  however;  when  Gary  Brolsma,  the  star  of  the  video,  came 
out  of  hiding,  he  released  the  professionally-produced  “New  Numa,” 
complete  with  a  selection  of  T-shirts  to  purchase.  Needless  to  say,  it 
hasn’t  gotten  much  buzz. 

The  real  value  of  Web2.o  services,  however,  is  the  ease  of 
uploading  one’s  own  content.  Try  to  count  how  many  blogs  exist 
documenting  the  eating  habits  of  people’s  cats,  cats  that  look  like 
Adolf  Hitler  and  one-eyed  kittens — they’re  limitless.  Sites  with  such 
specialized  content  are  difficult  to  maintain  without  a  steady  audience 
and  a  flow  of  revenue.  Traditional  network  media  have  these  assets,  but 
such  conventional  sources  must  present  information  that  satisfies  the 
broadest  audience  possible  and  cannot  delve  into  specialized  fields  as 
individual  bloggers  can.  Democratic  media  has  the  potential  to  satisfy 
these  specific  communities  of  passionate  writers  and  readers,  about 
such  fluffy  subjects  such  as  kittens  but  also  weightier  matters  such  as 
advocating  for  workers’  rights  and  exposing  political  scandal. 

These  new  internet  services  are  well  established  and  here  to 
stay,  whether  they’re  providing  clips  with  shock  value,  support  for 
major  news  story  or  just  document  the  lives  of  regular  people.  Again, 
don’t  feel  too  proud  about  Time’s  choice— Stalin  was  Man  of  The 
Year  too. 
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Question 


Is  YouTube  here  to  stay? 


“No,  because  it  is  easy  to  be 
misrepresented  in  such  ways  as  to  reflect 
poorly  on  your  own  image  without  your 
consent.  There  is  not  accountability..” 

— Ryan  Tompkins,  I 


“No,  because  not  everything  is 
documented  on  YouTube.  YouTube  only 
has  what  the  uploaders  watch,  which  is  a 
wide  variety  but  not  wide  enough.” 

Li,  II 


“Yes  YouTube  is  a  sufficient  source 
of  information  because  people  know 
things  and  the  media  is  usually  wrong 
anyways.” 

— Daniel  Lewis,  III 


“YouTube  is  a  great  source  of 
media.  Other  up-and-coming  internet 
sources  provide  quicker  and  more 
updateable  media,  even  though  it’s  not 
totally  reliable.” 


—Song  Wen  Chen,  IV 


“Yes,  because  everyone  watches 
videos  on  YouTube  and  YouTube  can 
show  you  the  video  instead  of  reading 
it  or  learning  it  on  the  radio.” 


— Shantel  Shepard,  V 


“Yes,  I  go  on  YouTube  and  they 
have  everything.  It’s  a  great  source  of 
media!” 

— Talia  Sanchez,  V I 
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Letters  to  the  Editor:  "Gay  Activist  Agenda 


// 


In  response  to  all  the  feedback  we 
have  received  on  the  subject  of  Joshua 
Li’s  article,  “Unwrapping  the  Gay  Activist 
Agenda”  (December  2006),  the  Forum 
editors  would  like  to  acknowledge  our 
errors  in  the  handling  of  this  article.  The 
Argo  supports  free  speech,  and  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  other  sensitive  issues  are 
by  no  means  off-limits  in  this  publica¬ 
tion.  Articles  addressing  these  issues, 
however,  must  be  written  and  edited  with 
the  utmost  discretion,  and  such  discre¬ 
tion  was  lacking  in  the  editing  process 
for  this  article — the  published  version 


contained  factual  errors  that  should  have 
been  remedied. 

Factual  corrections  to  the  article 
are  as  follows: 

1.  The  article  makes  an  unclear  reference 

to  the  research  of  Alfred  Kinsey.  Kin¬ 
sey  did  not  find  that  47  percent  of  men 
are  gay,  as  the  article  stated;  rather, 
he  said  that  37  percent  of  his  subjects 
reported  at  least  one  sexual  encounter 
with  the  same  sex. 

2.  Implications  that  gays  are  more  likely 
to  be  child  molesters  are  emphatically 
not  borne  out  by  scientific  studies;  see 


“Adult  Sexual  Orientation  and  Attrac¬ 
tion  to  Underage  Persons,”  (Groth 
and  Birnbaum,  1978)  for  a  definitive 
study. 

3.  The  statement  that  the  American 
Psychological  Association  changed  its 
definitions  “by  a  political  vote  rather 
than  [by]  a  modern  scientific  study”  is 
incorrect.  The  original  research  that 
supported  the  decision  was  done  in 
1957  by  Dr.  Evelyn  Hooker  and  was 
continued  in  later  years. 

4.  The  presentation  of  beliefs  regarding 
the  origins  of  a  person’s  sexual  orienta¬ 


tion  did  not  accurately  reflect  current 
scientific  thinking.  When  the  article 
references  tests  on  the  sexual  prefer 
ences  of  identical  twins  (twins  with 
matching  DNA),  it  claims  that  because 
there  have  been  cases  in  which  iden¬ 
tical  twins  have  had  different  sexual 
preferences,  homosexuality  is  purely  a 
result  of  the  environment  of  one’s  life. 
The  article  fails,  however,  to  mention 
other  tests  suggesting  that  where  and 
how  the  child  rests  in  the  womb  are 
factors  in  determining  personality  and 
sexual  preference. 


This  article  was  extremely  offensive 
to  all  of  the  gay  community  and 
everyone  who  supports  efforts 
for  gay  rights.  This  article  insinuates  that 
all  gays  are  immoral  and  godless  by  statr 
ing  that  the  “ex-gay”  turned  heterosexual 
by  finding  God.  This  is  offensive  to  the 
countless  people  of  religious  faith  who 
also  happen  to  be  gay  The  opinion  in  the 
article  that  homosexuality  is  a  choice, 
and  can  therefore  be  “un-chosen,”  is  just 
an  opinion,  and  I  strongly  believe  the 
opposite.  The  “ex-gay”  story  is  not  proof 
of  anything.  Joshua  Li  (I)  seems  to  worry 
that  homosexuals  are  trying  to  turn  het¬ 
erosexuals  toward  homosexuality.  But  he 
also  wants  homosexuals  to  turn  hetero¬ 
sexual,  to  become  “ex-gay”  I  think  no  one 
should  try  to  change  another’s  sexuality.  Li 
considers  television  shows  such  as  Will  and 
Grace  and  £>ueer  Eye  for  the  Straight  Guy  as 
propaganda  for  the  “gay  agenda.”  I  think 
these  shows  are  for  entertainment  and  not 
designed  to  change  opinions.  The  real  pro¬ 
paganda,  I  think,  is  in  Li’s  article.  There 
are  impressionable  minds  reading  this 
article;  hurtful  opinions,  like  considering 
homosexuality  as  a  disease,  can  do  real 
damage  to  our  community  This  article  was 
a  setback  to  the  work  of  tolerance.  I  think 
the  decision  to  put  this  article  in  ink  was 
not  looked  at  closely  enough. 


Janee  Ronca,  VI 


On  October  7,  1998,  a  21-year  old 
homosexual  male  by  the  name 
of  Matthew  Shepard  was  brutally 
beaten,  tied  to  a  fence  and  left  for  dead  in 
the  cold  night  air  of  Laramie,  Wyoming. 
Due  to  the  lack  of  legislation  that  would 
protect  sexual  orientation  from  being  the 
target  of  such  an  act,  Shepard’s  death  was 
not  considered  a  hate  crime.  Though  de¬ 
fense  attorneys  tried  to  convince  the  jury 
that  the  defendants,  Russell  Henderson 
and  Aaron  McKinney,  had  performed  a 
“drug-induced  act  of  violence,”  the  pros¬ 
ecutors  retaliated  with  the  testimony  of 
the  attackers’  girlfriends.  Both  women 
testified  that  Henderson  and  McKinney 
had  planned  to  rob  a  gay  man  for  weeks 
before  they  committed  the  crime;  the 
mefi  had  singled  Matthew  out,  gained  his 
trust  and  murdered  him  out  of  hate  and 
ignorance. 

It  is  most  demeaning  and  absolutely 
disrespectful  to  assume  that  the  attackers 
in  this  case  were  innocent  and  that  their 
actions  were  not  fueled  by  Shepard’s 
sexual  orientation.  Henderson  and  McK¬ 
inney  specifically  sought  out  a  well-known 
’  gay  bar  and.  pinpointed  Shepard  as  their 
victim.  Ih  their  trial,  both  men  were  found 
guilty  because  it  had  been  proven  that 
they  had  killed  Shepard  out  of  disgust  of 
his  sexuality,  and  not  because  they  were 
having  a  “methamphetamine-induced 
rage.”  Both  are  now  serving  life  sentences 
without  a  chance  of  parole. 


For  many  years,  I  have  been  de¬ 
graded  and  persecuted  for  simply  want¬ 
ing  to  love  someone  without  inhibitions. 
When  my  partner  and  I  began  dating, 
we  received  many  homophobic  slurs  as 
we  walked  down  the  hallways  and  were 
singled  out  by  some  of  the  faculty  as  being 
“too  affectionate”  when  we  were  barely 
holding  hands.  Furthermore,  during  the 
first  couple  months  of  our  relationship,  we 
endured  many  physical  attacks  including 
having  salad  dressing  hurled  at  us  by  our 
own  peers.  It  has  come  to  the  point  where 
I  do  not  even  feel  like  I  should  bring  my 
girlfriend  of  now  10  months  to  my  junior 
prom  for  fear  that  my  own  class  will  dis¬ 
respect  and  be  ignorant  of  us. 

I  am  disheartened  that  Boston  Latin 
School  published  Joshua  Li’s  article.  As  a 
human  being  and  a  student  at  this  school, 
I  expect  to  be  respected  and  protected 
when  I  am  here.  I  am  a  proud  BLS  student 
but  I  am  also  a  proud  girlfriend,  friend 
and  homosexual.  Given  all  the  pain  it  has 
caused,  I  hope  that,  in  the  future,  the 
Boston  Latin  School  Argo  will  think  twice 
before  publishing  something  as  invidious 
and  unrepresentative  as  Li’s  article. 


Rhea  Kroutil,  II 


D 


ear  Editors, 


I  believe  that  the  Argo  editors 
should  never  have  printed  Joshua  Li’s 
article,  “Unwrapping  the  Gay  Activist 
Agenda.”  The  article  violates  the  non-dis¬ 
crimination  statement  in  the  BLS  Student 
Handbook:  “The  Boston  Public  Schools... 
does  not  discriminate  in  its  programs...  on 
the  basis  of  race,  color,  age,  disability,  sex, 
religion,  national  origin  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  and  does  not  tolerate  any  form  or 
coercion  or  harassment  that  insults  the 
dignity  of  others...” 

Li’s  attacks  on  the  gay  and  question¬ 
ing  community  are  rarely  explicit,  yet  he 
implies  many  hateful  things.  For  example, 
instead  of  saying  that  homosexuality  is 
not  normal,  Li  says  that  activists  and 
TV  shows  that  portray  homosexuality 
have  tried  to  “normalize  what  was  once 
a  foreign  idea.”  Instead  of  saying  that 
homosexuality  is  a  disease,  Li  says  that 
the  American  Psychological  Association 
(APA)  “eventually  caved”  when  it  took 
homosexuality  off  its  list  of  diseases.  The 
use  of  the  word  “caved”  implies  that  they 
should  not  have  done  so.  An  even  stronger 
example  is  when  he  says,  “I  do  not  believe 
that  all  gays  have  same-sex  attractions 
because  they  want  to;  I  believe  that  their 
attractions  can  be  the  result  of  their  lack 
of  same-sex  friendships  or  nonsexual  re¬ 
lationships,  traumatic  experiences,  need 
of  acceptance  or  environmental  of  child¬ 
hood  and  adolescence.”  By  saying  this,  Li 
implies  that  traumatic  experience  causes 
homosexuality  and  that  it  cannot  possibly 


be  natural. 

If  all  this  does  not  “insult  the  dignity, 
of  others,”  I  do  not  know  what  does.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  if  the  editors  looked  at  the  many 
hurtful  things  Li  implied  in  his  article 
and  considered  the  non-discrimination 
statement,  they  should  have  reached  the 
decision  not  to  print  it. 


Sylvie  Rosenkalt,  V 


When  “coming  out”  is  hard, 
even  in  this  day  and  age,  when 
the  confusion  is  already  hard 
enough  to  deal  with  and  when  you  are 
young  and  trying  to  find  answers  as  well 
as  solace  within  yourself,  words  such  as 
those  in  the  article  “Unwrapping  the  Gay 
Activist  Agenda”  of  the  December  2006 
Argo  can  scare  those  who  are  hurt  and 
questioning  back  inside  their  shells. 

Yes,  my  response  is  rather  personal, 
but  not  just  because  I  myself  am  a  homo¬ 
sexual,  but  because  the  people  I  sit  with  at 
lunch  are  (mostly)  straight  and  the  family 
members  I  go  home  to  are  heterosexuals 
and  some  of  my  best  friends  are  straight, 
but  that  article  stratified  me  (and  my  fel¬ 
low  homosexuals)  from  all  those  hetero¬ 
sexual  people  we  love:  That  article  made 
me  different,  when  all  I  have  ever  deemed 
myself  was  another  human  being. 

I  and  my  fellow  members  of  the 
queer  community  were  thrown  into  this 
group  of  termed  chauvinistic,  paraphiliac, 
subhuman  animals!  (Yes,  it  was  expressed 
in  kinder  terms,  but  the  implications 
stick).  I  was  debased.  My  friends,  my  past 
and  future  lovers,  my  brothers,  my  sisters, 
all  of  us  in  the  GLBTQ  community  have 
been  degraded  and  figuratively  defecated 
on  by  ages  of  bigotry  I  just  did  not  expect 
to  feel  so  debased  by  words  written  in  a 
paper  representing  what  might  as  well  be 
my  second  home.  If  I — if  we  are  not  safe 
here,  then  where  will  we  go? 


Dianna  C.  Willard,  III 


D 


ear  Argo : 


I  was  disturbed  and  disappointed 
that  the  Argo  editors  published  Joshua 
Li’s  very  problematic  article,  “Unwrapping 
the  Gay  Activist  Agenda.”  The  article  in¬ 
cluded  opinions  and  insinuations  that  are 
extremely  offensive  to  many  members  of 
the  Latin  School  community;  it  is  unac¬ 
ceptable  for  our  paper. 

Many  at  Boston  Latin  may  not 
know  that  in  1993,  under  Governor  Wil¬ 
liam  Weld,  Massachusetts  led  the  nation 
in  recognizing  that  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual 
and  transgendef  (GLBT^'/ybUth’ was  # 
population  at  great  risk  for  violence  Arid 
harassment  in  schools.  Through  years  of 


hard  work,  school  policies  were  changed 
to  help  make  schools  the  safe  learning 
environment  they  should  be  for  all  stu¬ 
dents,  families  and  staff.  As  a  part  of  this 
effort,  gay/straight  alliances  were  formed, 
and  the  GSA  at  BLS  was  one  of  the  first 
in  the  country,  founded  in  the  spring  of 
1994.  This  work  for  school  safety  and  civil 
rights  is  very  important,  and  is  far  from 
finished;  GLBT  students,  families  and  staff 
continue  to  face  discrimination  and  ha¬ 
rassment  in  and  out  of  school  everyday.  As 
someone  who  has  been  a  part  of  this  work 
for  nine  years,  I  take  offense  to  the  insinu¬ 
ation  that  this  work  is  somehow  a  part  of 
a  “gay  agenda,”  as  opposed  to  important 
civil  rights  work,  which  is  required  to  make 
schools  the  safe  place  they  absolutely  wart 
be  for  all  students  and  teachers. 

As  an  educator,  I  feel  strongly  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  try  to  make  my  school  a 
safer,  more  respectful  and  more  comfort¬ 
able  place  to  learn  for  all  students.  The 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Non- 
Discrimination  policies  of  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  agree  with  me.  There  is  no 
place  in  schools  for  speech  that  degrades 
others,  that  insults  their  dignity  or  makes 
them  feel  “less  than”  in  anyway.  I  feel  that 
Li’s  article  does  all  of  these  things,  and  I 
was  disheartened  to  see  it  in  print.  Gay 
and  lesbian  students,  parents  and  teach¬ 
ers  should  not  have  to  read  these  hurtful 
opinions  in  our  school’s  newspaper. 

We  clearly  have  a  long  way  to  go 
before  all  GLBT  people  feel  completely 
safe  and  free  from  harassment  in  our  so¬ 
ciety.  We  should  work  everyday  to  make 
(at  least)  our  school  that  way.  Publishing  of 
this  article  was  a  violation  of  that  safety,  a 
grave  mistake  and  a  step  backwards  from 
our  goals. 


Jesse  Southwick  ’94 
Teacher  and  Gay/Straight  Alliance  Advisor 


rpo  the  Editors  of  the  Argo: 

I  was  extremely  disappointed  and 
upset  after  reading  Joshua  Li’s  recent 
Forum  article.  Rafher  than  “offering  a 
new  perspective  on  homosexuality,”  his 
accusations  and  innuendo  were  very  hurt¬ 
ful  to  many  members  of  the ‘Boston  Latin 
School  community. 

In  a  diverse  community  such  as 
ours,  it  is  important  to  recognize  our 
responsibility  to  respect  individual  differ 
ences.  There  is  much  we  can  learn  from 
one  another  even  when  we  disagree.  The 
foundation  of  such  discourse,  however, 
must  include  respect  and  kindness,  both 
of  which  seemed  to  be  absent  from  this 
article. 

I  question  the  Argo’s  decision  to 
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Food  for  Thought 


By  Pauline  Chong,  II 

Staff  Writer 


With  the  recent  deaths  of  runway 
models  Ana  Carolina  Reston  and  Luisel 
Ramos,  the  fashion  industry  and  the  public 
are  finally  beginning  to  realize  the  dangers 
of  eating  disorders.  Although  celebrities 
like  Mary-Kate  Olsen  and  Tracey  Gold 
have  been  diagnosed  with  eating  disorders, 
people  usually  are  not  too  concerned  and 
think  of  it  as  just  another  publicity  stunt. 
After  model  Reston  died  of  a  heart  attack 
as  a  result  of  anorexia,  Madrid  Fashion 
Week  decided  to  ban  underweight  models. 
This  means  that  top  models,  such  as 
Britain’s  Kate  Moss  and  Spain’s  Esther 
Canadas,  probably  will  not  be  able  to 
walk  on  Madrid’s  runways  until  they 
regain  their  normal  weights.  Of  course, 
this  action  has  sparked  many  different 
opinions  regarding  the  issue. 

Some  people,  like  Cathy  Gould  of 
the  modeling  agency  Elite,  believe  that 
the  ban  was  “outrageous  and  discrimi¬ 
natory”  to  models  who  are  naturally 
slender.  Others,  like  designer  Michael 
Kors,  support  the  decision.  Kors  said 
at  a  press  conference  that  “thin  is  fine 
but  it  has  to  be  healthy.  When  I  see  a 
model  come  in  and  I  can  tell  this  is  not 
naturally  how  they’re  supposed  to  look, 
we  won’t  book  them.”  According  to  the 
Association  of  Model  Agents  (AMA), 
female  models’  measurements  must  be 
at  least  34-24-34  inches  and  at  least  five 
feet  eight  inches  tall.  The  height  require¬ 
ment  for  models,  however,  was  recently 
increased.  As  a  result  of  these  regula¬ 
tions,  many  models  starve  themselves  to 
continue  their  jobs,  and  some  die  after 
depriving  their  bodies  of  nutrients  for  long 
periods  of  time. 

Many  others,  besides  fashion  mod¬ 
els,  suffer  from  the  eating  disorders 
anorexia  and  bulimia.  While  anorexic 
people  eat  little  or  nothing,  bulimic  people 
constantly  overeat  and  then  throw  it  up 


later.  In  this  situation,  appearances  can 
range  widely,  but  in  many  cases  bones  stick 
out  from  under  the  skin,  and  still  suffer 
ers  refuse  food.  In  addition  to  the  people 
battling  against  undereating,  many  oth¬ 
ers  are  fighting  obesity.  You  would  think 
that  our  nation  would  not  have  too  many 
underweight  people,  since  64  percent  of 
American  adults  are  overweight.  These 
extremes  are  unsurprising  considering  the 
media’s  emphasis  on  attaining  the  “per 
feet”  weight.  Very  few  people  are  as  skinny 
as  the  models  or  actresses  on  TV  and  in 
magazines.  Somehow,  being  skinny  to  the 
point  of  starvation  has  become  part  of  the 


Western  ideal  of  beauty.  Extra  ounces  of 
fat  have  become  hideous  deformities.  It  is 
necessary  for  us  to  draw  the  line  between 
slenderness  and  the  appearance  of  not 
having  eaten  for  a  while. 

In  other  places  such  as  Jamaica,  be¬ 
ing  fat  is  considered  beautiful.  A  fat  person 
is  considered  not  only  attractive,  but  also 
likely  to  be  rich.  There  are  even  pills  that 
are  designed  to  help  a  person  gain  weight, 
which  can  be  dangerous  as  well.  As  we 
all  probably  learned  at  some  point  in  our 


lives,  being  underweight  or  overweight  can 
result  in  fatal  health  problems. 

There  are  pro-anorexic  sites  that 
encourage  anorexics  to  be  strong  in  their 
choice  of  trying  to  be  thin  and  to  resist 
being  convinced  to  eat  again  by  so-called 
concerned  friends  and  family,  who  are  re¬ 
ally  jealous  that  the  person  chooses  to  be 
thin.  From  their  perspective,  self-starva¬ 
tion  is  a  lifestyle  choice.  One  of  these  “pro- 
ana”  sites,  westfrom.com,  states:  “Eating 
disorder  websites  are  highly  important  to 
the  Community  because  they  provide  a 
shelter,  a  sense  of  unity  and  strength  for 
men  and  women  of  all  ages.”  Sites  like 
these  were  at  their  peak  from  2000  to 
2003,  and  are  harder  to  find  now,  partly 
because  Google  and  Yahoo  deleted  them 
from  their  archives  after  public  criticism. 

These  sites  are  truly  dangerous  to 
those  with  eating  disorders,  because  they 
change  the  perception  of  the  struggle  to 
lose  excessive  amounts  of  weight  into  a 
noble  struggle  for  the  mind  to  rule  the 
body.  Anorexics  say  they  need  the  sites’ 
support  to  “stay  strong”  in  their  quest  for 
beauty 

Both  of  these  extremes  are  serious 
problems  in  our  society,  especially  among 
teenagers.  Statistically  speaking,  you  are 
likely  to  see  more  obese  people  in  the  US 
than  superskinny  people.  Healthy  people 
are  supposed  to  have  some  layer  of  fat  on 
them  so  they  will  not  freeze,  but  trying 
to  attain  a  single  “perfect”  weight  is  a 
dangerous  road. 

The  point  I  am  trying  to  get  across 
is  that  people  are  different  and  should 
not  be  so  obessesed  with  how  much  they 
weigh.  Height  and  other  genetic  factors 
contribute  to  your  healthy  weight.  A  doc¬ 
tor  is  best  qualified  to  determine  whether 
you  have  any  weight  problems.  There  are 
far  too  many  other  important  issues  to 
worry  about  apart  from  how  much  body 
mass  you  have.  Really,  the  only  time  you 
should  worry  about  these  numbers  is  in 
physics  class. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Continued  from  page  6 

publish  this  commentary  when  there 
could  be  little  doubt  that  members  of  our 
community  would  be  offended  and  hurt. 
I  have  spoken  with  many  students  and 
staff  members  who,  like  me,  were  both. 
I  hope  that  the  editorial  board  will  see  fit 
to  print  an  apology. 

In  his  opening  paragraph,  Li  stated 
that  he  also  intended  “to  offer  consola¬ 
tion  and  encouragement  to  those  who 
are  struggling  with  their  sexual  identity.” 
For  the  past  35  years,  I  have  worked  with 
adolescents  who  were  struggling  with 
their  identities.  I  cannot  think  of  a  single 
individual  who  could  have  foundeither  in 
this  article. 

Fortunately,  BLS  has  an  active  and 
effective  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  providing 
support  and  assistance.  I  am  proud  to  say 
that  our  community  is  much  stronger  and 
healthier  because  the  GSA  provides  real 
“consolation  and  encouragement”  to  a 
number  of  our  students. 


Jim  Montague 
Program  Director 
Guidance  and  Support  Services 
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ear  Argo  editors: 


How  startling  to  read  an  entire  page 
article  that  es¬ 
sentially  argues  that  to  be  respectful  of  dif¬ 


ference  is  to  be  a  victim  of  propaganda. 

That  is,  at  its  heart,  what  Joshua  Li 
argues  in  his  article  on  the  alleged  “Gay 
Activist  Agenda.”  One  has  to  wonder 
why  it  was  that  the  Argo  agreed  to  pub¬ 
lish  this.  If  we  take  out  the  words  “gay” 
or  “homosexual”  and  replace  them  with 
“African-American”  or  “Asian-American,” 
or  “Jewish,”  “Catholic”  or  “Muslim,”  ref 
erencing  any  other  group  that  has  been 
marginalized  in  history,  would  the  same 
article  have  been  published?  Is  there  a 
double  standard?  Do  we  tolerate  bashing 
homosexuals  in  ways  that  we  would  not 
tolerate  bashing  another  group? 

I  had  dinner  the  other  night  with  Ms. 
Teasdale,  our  former  drama  teacher,  who 
several  years  ago  directed  a  remarkable 
production  here  of  The  Laramie  Project,  the 
award-winning  play  about  Matthew  Shepa¬ 
rd’s  death.  It  was  a  pioneering,  celebrated 
effort  at  this  school.  It  was  disheartening 
for  the  two  of  us  to  ponder  whether  anyone 
at  BLS  had  learned  anything  from  that 
tragic  story.  %  .  .  § 

Each  year,  as  part  of  the  BLS  Fac¬ 
ing  History  course,  we  look  at  ongoing 
forms  of  discrimination,  prejudice  and 
marginalization  in  society.  Without  fail,  I 
have  the  annual  misfortune  to  share  ample 
evidence  of  ongoing  discrimination  here 
at  Boston  Latin.  I  have  an  astounding  and 
voluminous  collection  of  anti-GLBT  graf¬ 
fiti,  from  snapshots  of  the  sad  state  of  our 
restroom  walls  tp  campaign  posters,  tables, 
seats,  cafeteria  walls,  rulers  from  the  art 
classroom.  You  name  the  surface;  chances 
<;  e  '3*^1  flh  this  |Sfiho°k  it  has  been  defaced  at 
one  time  or  another  by  graffiti  that  lashes 
out  at  others  with  the  most  juvenile  of  slurs 


or  epithets  simply  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation. 

My  students  every  year  listen  for 
anti-gay  epithets — ’’that’s  so  gay,”  “that 
teacher  is  so  gay,”  “he  is  such  a  fag” — and 
find  that  they  are  in  wide  use  throughout 
the  building.  In  this  language,  “gay”  and 
“fag”  equal  “bad”  or  “undesirable.”  (Stu¬ 
dents  are  often  completely  unaware  that 
the  term  “fag”  is  the  shortened  form  of 
the  term  “faggot,”  the  pieces  of  wood  that 
were  placed  at  the  base  of  a  stake  used 
when  accused  homosexuals  were  burned  to 
death  in  the  Middle  Ages.  Is  that  really  an 
image  that  they  would  like  to  conjure?)  We 
can  shrug  off — and,  sadly,  we  do — scrawled 
graffiti  or  thoughtless  expression,  but  the 
aggregate  effect  is  to  create  a  climate  in 
which  anyone  who  is  homosexual,  lesbian, 
bisexual  or  transgendered  is  subjected, 
regularly  to  a  hostile  environment  at  this- 
school. 

Mr.  Li  asserts  that  to  speak  positively 
of  homosexuals  or  homosexuality  is  solely 
the  influence  of  propaganda  or  political 
correctness.  Why  can’t  we  acknowledge 
that  as  a  society,  we  are  making  progress 
toward  tolerance  and  acceptance  of  people 
of  all  manner  of  beliefs,  orientations  and 
backgrounds?  Surely  that  is  a  good  thing, 
a  sign  of  progress  in  society  We  have  a 
long  way  to  go  to  be;  truly  tolerant  and 
,  respectful— that  is  particularly  evident  at 
our  school— but  to  have  an,  article  assail 
one  group  of  people  is  surely  unbecoming 
of  the  Argo. 


Judi  Freeman 
History  Teacher 
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Procrastinator's 

Creed 

By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Assistant  Layout  Editor 

It  is.  now  Tuesday  of  production 
week,  one  week  after  Argo  articles  were 
due,  but  it’s  not  my  fault  that  I  just  started 
typing  this.  I  will  now  insert  my  generic 
late  excuse  here:  “stuff  happened  and  I 
was  unable  to  complete  my  article  four 
hours  before  I  had  to  go  to  school  on  the 
day  articles  were  due.  Why  didn’t  I  do  it  in 
advance?  Well,  stuff  also  happened  then.” 
You  may  be  wondering,  what  does  a  poor 
defenseless  writer  do  when  he’s  being 
hunted  down  by  merciless  Forum  editors 
who  are  searching  for  an  article?  The  best 
way  for  the  writer  to  avoid  bodily  harm, 
in  such  a  scenario,  is  to  hide  in  a  corner 
and  pray  he  isn’t  found  while  he  tries  to 
think  up  possible  article  topics.  But  wait! 
Eureka!  A  light  shines,  and  the  angels 
descend.  This  writer,  as  is  the  case  with 
all  writers,  transforms  his  misfortune,  and 
laziness,  into  inspiration. 

If  you  don’t  buy  the  “stuff”  excuse, 
then  you  have  probably  deduced  by  now 
that  he  didn’t  finish  his  article  because  he 
procrastinated.  Procrastination  has  long 
been  the  bane  of  all  Boston  Latin  School 
students.  Among  HIV,  drugs  and  auto 
accidents,  procrastination  is  perhaps  the 
most  detrimental  to  potential- Ivy-League 
students  at  BLS.  WTiat  is  the  administra¬ 
tion  doing  in  response  to  this  frightening 
school-wide  epidemic?  Absolutely  noth¬ 
ing.  For  some  reason,  they  think  issues 
such  as  underage  drinking  and  cheating 
are  more  important.  Either  that  or,  like 
Bush’s  250+  vacation  days  during  his  first 
term  as  president,  it  is  a  subject  that  the 
administration  chooses  to  conveniently 
forget  ever  existed. 

What  should  Head  Master  Kelley 
and  the  rest  of  the  BLS  faculty  do  to  help 
those  affected  by  procrastination?  First, 
they  must  understand  how  it  works.  Like 
alcohol  abuse  and  violence,  it  is  a  cyclical 
disease.  For  example,  John  Sixie,  a  student 
at  BLS,  may  have  a  major  assignment  due 
Monday  By  starting  it  the  Sunday  night 
before,  he  will  not  have  a  chance  to  begin 
any  of  his  assignments  that  are  due  a  week 
later.  In  the  blink  of  an  eye,  it  is  Sunday 
night  again,  and  Mr.  Sixie  has  not  begun 
his  poster  project  on  roily  bags. 

The  obvious  solution  would  be  to 
cut  down  on  the  number  of  projects  and / 
or  tests  that  John  Sixie  has  to  complete. 
Since  it  is  the  school’s  goal  to  prepare 
students  “for  successful  college  studies,” 
wouldn’t  it  be  fitting  for  it  to  try  to  mirror 
a  college  curriculum?  BLS  teachers  should 
drop  the  daily  assignments  and  the  point¬ 
less  quizzes  and  should  exchange  them  for 
two  tests  a  term. 

There  are  certain  teachers,  however, 
who  cannot  live  without  assigning  piles  of 
pointless  homework  to  fill  that  oh-so-in- 
viting  suitcase  of  a  bag  that  John  Sixie  has. 
Other  opponents  to  my  plan  claim  that 
cutting  down  the  number  of  due  dates  and 
assignments  does  not  solve  the  problem 
and  that;  students  wiH  still  procrastinate. 

I  respond  that  although  procrastination 
may  still  exist,  with  only  pyq  assignments 
and  twq  due  dafesper  term,  the.  cycle  is 
i  broken.  JEvgn  if  a  student  procrastinates 
for  the,first  test  of  the  term,,  he  still  has 
twp  weeks  unimpeded  busy .  work  to 
Study  for  the  next  one.  Procrastination  is 
;  like  the  Au:  though  we  cannot  completely 
avoid  it,  we;  can  make  it  bearable.  If  this 
:  system  is.  adopted,  not  only  will  students 
be  happy,  less  stressed  and  less  sleep-de¬ 
prived,  but  at  least  a  certain  writer  will 
no  longer  have  to  hide  from  those  Forum 
editors.  ,  . 
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Mass.  Departure  of  Residents 


By  Andrew  Klein,  II 

Assistant  Editor 

Why  is  Massachusetts  losing  resi¬ 
dents,  while  nearly  every  other  state 
is  seeing  a  spike  in  population?  When 
The  Boston  Globe  columnist  Jeff  Jacoby 
reflected  on  this  question  in  a  January 
15,  2006  editorial,  he  blamed  our  oddball 
state  where  “Ted  Kennedy  keeps  getting 
reelected.”  I  disagree  with  this  simplistic 
analysis.  When  I  ponder  this  question, 
my  explanation  relies  more  on  simple 
socioeconomic  facts  than  on  assumptions 
about  our  political  climate.  For  example,  I 
believe  that  minimum  wage-earners  who 
flee  Massachusetts  arc  much  more  swayed 
by  our  lack  of  housing  opportunities  than 
by  the  prospect  of  finding  a  more  vibrant 
political  culture  elsewhere.  1  doubt  that 
the  “outlandish”  politics  of  our  state  re¬ 
ally  convince  masses  of  Massachusetts 
residents  to  leave  each  year.  Pricey  real 
estate,  the  lack  of  job  opportunities  and 
the  recent  fare  hike  on  public  transporta¬ 
tion  are  far  more  important  factors  in  the 
population  decrease. 

One  of  the  major  culprits  creating 
this  exodus  is  undoubtedly  gentrification, 
a  process  that  transforms  neighborhoods 
that  are  considered  poor  and  undesirable 


into  cleanedup,  wealthy  ones.  These 
neighborhoods  often  encourage  an  influx 
of  wealthier  residents  by  establishing 
stores  and  amenities  that  cater  to  them. 
As  neighborhoods 
become  more  at¬ 
tractive,  the  cost  of 
property  also  tends 
to  rise,  which  forces 
the  displacement  of 
former  residents  by 
the  affluent.  They 
are  forced  to  seek 
new  homes  and  of¬ 
ten  must  leave  the 
area  to  find  more 
affordable  housing. 

For  years,  Bos¬ 
ton  has  been  subtly 
facilitating,  perhaps 
inadvertently,  the 
conditions  that  cre¬ 
ate  gentrification. 

The  city  has  refused 
to  establish  any 
form  of  rent  control. 

Needless  to  say,  this  has  not  aided  those 
searching  for  reasonably-priced  housing 
in  a  high-priced  market.  The  South  End 
is  a  visible  example  of  how  gentrification 
contributes  to  the  departure  of  residents. 


Once  mainly  an  area  of  mainly  poor  and 
working  class  people,  the  South  End  is 
now  dominated  by  the  upperclass  and 
contains  some  of  the  most  expensive  real 

estate  in  the 
city. 

As  a  Bos¬ 
ton  resident,  I 
have  continu¬ 
ally  observed 
families  forced 
to  leave  the  city 
for  more  afford¬ 
able  housing,  ei¬ 
ther  outside  of 
Boston  or  out 
**  gof  state,  and  it 
Sis  a  fact  that 

LU 

1  the  high  cost  of 
<  day-to-day  life 
|  is  unmanage- 
-  able  for  many 
1  non-wealthy 
I  residents.  The 
nearby  city  of 
Brockton  has  al¬ 
ready  become  a  haven  for  many  families 
who  cannot  afford  to  live  in  Boston. 

The  just-implemented  MBTA  fare 
hike  will  force  even  more  residents  to 
leave.  The  fare  hike  is  indicative  of  our 


current,  and  unfortunate,  direction.  In¬ 
stead  of  taking  steps  to  block  gentrifica¬ 
tion,  our  state  is  embracing  it.  Instead  of 
helping  the  poor  find  stability  in  Boston, 
our  state  is  tacitly  encouraging  them  to 
leave. 

Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid 
price  increases  forever.  I  find  it  disturb¬ 
ing,  however,  that  our  government  let  the 
MBTAhike  the  price  on  a  service  utilized 
mainly  by  poor  and  working-class  people. 
There  are  other  ways  to  make  the  same 
revenue  that  do  not  put  strain  on  these 
customers.  A  fairer  approach  to  balanc¬ 
ing  the  budget  would  be  to  seek  revenue 
from  the  more  affluent  in  a  gradual  form 
of  taxation,  but  thus  far  politicians  have 
been  too  afraid  to  take  this  step. 

Although  the  impact  of  the  T  fare 
hike  is  not  nearly  as  crippling  as  that  of 
unregulated  housing  costs,  it  nevertheless 
reflects  the  state’s  refusal  to  give  serious 
consideration  to  the  problems  of  the  poor 
and  working  class.  Though  small,  the 
MBTA  fare  increase  will  press  harder  on 
those  who  are  struggling  to  get  by  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Undoubtedly,  Massachusetts’s 
lack  of  concern  for  its  poorer  residents, 
epitomized  by  the  fare  hike,  has  been 
and  will  be  responsible  for  a  portion  of 
the  exodus. 


Down  With  the  Draft 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


The  bill  known  as  “HR  393”  was  first 
created  and  introduced  by  Representative 
Charles  Rangel  (D-NY)  in  2002.  It  states 
that  “during  wartime,  all  legal  residents 
of  the  U.S.  between  the  ages  of  18  and 
42  would  be  subject  to  a  military  draft, 
excluding  high  school  students  up  to  age 
20,  conscientious  objectors  and  those  who 
are  too  unhealthy  to  serve.”  For  younger 
readers,  the  meaning  of  those  two  all-in¬ 
clusive  and  comprehensive  words — ’’mili¬ 
tary  draft” — may  not  mean  so  much,  due 
to  our  existing  all-volunteer  force,  but  the 
times  have  undeniably  changed. 

Without  a  doubt,  this  is  a  scary 
world  we  live  in.  President  George  W. 
Bush  recently  called  for  increased  troop 
levels  in  Iraq  by  21,500,  despite  sugges¬ 
tions  from  a  large  number  of  Democrats 
and  an  increasing  faction  of  Republicans 
to  initiate  a  gradual  withdrawal  of  Ameri¬ 
can  soldiers  from  the  wartorn  nation. 
Our  campaign  in  Afghanistan  has  been 
neglected,  while  potential  conflicts  with 
Iran,  North  Korea  and  Syria  all  loom  on 
the  horizon.  All  this,  combined  with  the 
recent  American  air  strikes  on  southern 
Somalia,  has  stretched  American  military 
personnel  dangerously  thin. 

That  said,  Rangel  has  established  a 
set  of  entirely  different  reasons  for  insti¬ 
tuting  this  radical  idea.  According  to  Ran¬ 
gel,  the  current  volunteer  system  places  an 
unfair  burden  on  the  nation’s  lower  and 


underprivileged  classes.  Rangel  elaborated 
by  saying,  “I’m  serious  about  the  draft 
because  ...  it  should  be  everyone  who  has 
to  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  be  liable 
to  serve.”  Addi¬ 
tionally,  Rangel 
believes  a  draft 
would  prevent 
future  leaders 
from  taking  this 
nation  to  war 
before  seriously 
considering  the 
potential  conse¬ 
quences. 

Yet  there 
are  serious  flaws 
with  this  simplis¬ 
tic  argument.  As 
Rick  Jahnkow, 
a  former  Viet¬ 
nam  War  college 
draft  counselor, 
pointed  out 
recently,  “it  ig¬ 
nores  important 
historical  facts 
and  fails  to  consider  an  entirely  different 
set  of  social  and  political  consequences.” 
One  cannot  simply  say  with  full  assurance 
that  the  implementation  of  a  draft  would 
relieve  the  pressure  on  the  lower  classes, 
when  in  fact  the  last  draft  (repealed 
in  1973)  enlisted  a  larger  percentage  of 
underprivileged  troops  than  the  current 
volunte(*r  force.  After  all  is  said  and  done, 


conscription  might  actually  increase  the 
class  burden  on  a  much  broader  level 
rather  than  reduce  it. 


A  permanent  mark  would  also  be 
forcefully  imprinted  on  American  soci¬ 
ety.  If  drafted,  men  would  have  to  serve 
clipped  two-year  intervals,  leading  to 
constant  upheaval  and  incessant  military 
training.  Civilian  identities  would  be 
stripped,  and  the  values  of  strict  militaris¬ 
tic  culture  therefore  instilled  within  each 
individual.  Considering  the  government's 
current  circumstances,  which  includes 


waging  unauthorized  and  preemptive 
war,  threatening  a  nation  that  has  done 
nothing  to  endanger  our  national  security 
and  assuming  authoritative  power  that 
clearly  oversteps  the  boundaries  of  our 
Constitution,  the  choice  to  further  mili¬ 
tarize  society  by  instituting  a  draft  would 
be  a  step  closer  to  becoming  a  totalitarian 
state,  rather  than  embracing  our  “Ameri¬ 
can  democracy.” 

1  do  not  stand  entirely  against  the 
idea  of  a  military  draft.  In  extreme  cases 
of  national  emergency,  the  draft  is  an 
indispensable  tool  that  must  be  utilized 
in  order  to  defend  our  soil  from  foreign 
enemies  who  seek  to  undermine  the  very 
foundations  of  this  country.  World  War 
II  was  one  such  example.  Yet,  throughout 
our  history,  the  draft  has  also  produced  di¬ 
sastrous  results,  including  the  Korean  War 
and,  most  recently,  the  Vietnam  War — two 
cases  where  a  draft  could  and  should  have 
been  avoided. 

I  Iistory  should  serve  as  a  reminder 
to  many,  because  although  Congressman 
Rangel  may  want  to  ignite  discussion,  it 
is  the  implementation  of  military  drafts 
through  the  20th  century  have  rarely  ever 
produced  positive  and  successful  results. 
We  need  to  learn  from  our  past  mistakes 
as  a  nation  rather  than  spurn  the  knowl¬ 
edge  they  could  give  us.  The  inability  to 
do  so  would  result  in  a  disaster  that  we  as 
a  people  would  regret  for  years  to  come. 
Let  us  all  hope  that  it  does  not  come  to 
this,  because  a  draft  is  just  not  a  “sacrifice” 
that  this  people  can  afford  to  make. 


Bring  Hip  Hop  Back  to  Its  Roots 


By  Andrew  Klein,  II 

Assistant  Editor 

“Hip  hop  is  dead,”  or  so  says  New 
York  rapper  Nas.  I  would  say  that  hip 
hop  still  has  a  pulse,  but  it  certainly  has 
morphed  from  its  roots.  To  some,  it  seems 
there  is  no  place  for  Public  Enemy’s  “Fight 
the  Power”  in  today’s  superficial  world  of 
corporate  hip  hop.  It  is  a  rarity  today  to 
hear  rap  lyrics  on  the  radio  that  promote 
positive  messages  or  elucidate  the  struggles 
of  society.  I  bp  hop  is  no  longer  fueled  by 
angst  or  a  desire  to  improve  dire  conditions. 


The  oppression  of  African  Americans,  hip 
hop’s  largest,  most  visible  demographic, 
once  inspired  many  verses.  Now  most 
rappers  boast  of  the  women  they’ve  slept 
with,  their  ostentatious  lifestyles,  and  give 
gratuitous  (usually  fictitious)  descriptions 
of  violence.  Don’t  be  fooled— this  article  is 
no  conservative  hip-hop-hashing  rant  from 
Tipper  Gore.  Rather,  it  is  a  call  to  action 
for  hip  hop’s  sake;  we  must  bring  hip  hop 
back  to  its  roots— more  2pac  less  Yungjoc—' 
and  bring  the  honest  lyric’s  of  underground 
rappers  into  the  mainstream. 

It  is  an  unspoken  rule  in  the  MTV 


world  of  hip  hop  that  any  rap  song  that 
discusses  controversial  political  ideas  or 
that  promotes  radical  reform— or  simply 
doesn’t  denigrate  women— will  not  be  given 
air  time.  Radio  stations  would  rather  play 
songs  that  go  into  great  detail  about  deal¬ 
ing  crack  than  songs  that  criticize  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush.  Many  don’t  realize  that  there 
are  plenty  of  rappers  who  release  songs 
encouraging  change  in  society  or  ques- 
,tJon  the  current  system.  Eminem’s  “Mosh” 
criticizes  the  Geoige  Bush  arid  the  Iraq 
war.  Nas’s  “I  Want  to  Talk  to  You”  calls  on 
the  CIA  and  the  government  to  answer  for 


the  grave  disparity  and  struggles  in  black 
neighborhoods.  Hip  hop  singer  Akon  sheds 
light  on  the  hardships  of  poverty  in  “Once 
in  a  While.”There  are  many  other  positive 
hip  hop  songs  in  circulation,  even  from 
mainstream  rappers,  but  these  songs  are 
never  considered  singles,  are  never  played 
on  MTV  or  the  radio,  hut  these  songs  are 
never  popular.  Radio  stations,  instead,  play 
Eminem’s  “Superman”  and  Akon’s  “Smack 
’That”,  bdrii  bfvfhfcft.detWean'  Vojtfien. 
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Page  9 


By  Benjamin  Colb,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


It  was  several  weeks  ago  that,  seem¬ 
ingly  out  of  nowhere,  the  Bush  adminis¬ 
tration  launched  an  airraid  on  a  suspected 
al-Qaeda  base  in  a  town  in  southern  Soma¬ 
lia.  This  is  yet  another  unprovoked  mili¬ 
tary  advance  carried  out  by  the  current 
administration.  Supposedly,  the  primary 
objective  of  this  attack  was  to  eliminate  an 
al-Qaeda  operative,  suspected  in  attacks 
on  U.S.  embassies  in  several  countries  in 
Africa.  In  the  short  amount  of  time  since, 
the  African  and  European  Unions,  as  well 
as  the  United  Nations,  have  expressed 
concern  over  our  actions.  According  to 
the  non-profit  organization  Oxfam  Inter 
national,  roughly  70  nomadic  Somalis  lost 
their  lives  during  our  air  strike  on  Monday, 
January  8.  The  next  day,  an  estimated  31 
people  were  killed  in  a  raid,  believed  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  Ethiopian  military, 
on  more  suspected  al-Qaeda  fighters  in 
southern  Somalia.  Ethiopia  was  backed 
by  the  United  States. 

With  recent  U.S.  assistance,  Ethio¬ 
pia  has  been  able  to  take  military  action 
against  its  adversary,  the  Somalian  rebel 
faction  called  the  Islamic  Courts  Union 
(ICU).  This  particular  conflict,  like  previ¬ 
ous  ones  during  the  Cold  War,  has  been 
exploited  for  the  benefit  of  U.S.  policy¬ 
makers. 

U.S.  presence  in  Somalian  affairs 
has  been  longstanding.  The  U.S.  provided 


ample  military  aid  to  the  iron-fisted  ruler 
of  Somalia,  Siad  Barre,  who  used  arms 
not  just  against  the  Ethiopians,  but  also 
against  rebel  factions  in  his  own  country. 
Barre  also  persecuted  various  ethnic 
groups,  which  exacerbated  sectarian  hos¬ 
tility  during  his  overthrow.  Our  assistance 
was  directly  responsible  for  Barre’s  20  bru¬ 
tal  years  in  power.  Whenever  America’s 


aid  results  in  bloodshed,  the  U.S.  invents 
excuses  to  justify  its  actions,  as  it  did 
under  Barre’s  rule. 

Years  later,  in  2006,  a  group  of 
warlords  and  businessmen  known  as  the 


Alliance  for  the  Restoration  of  Peace 
and  Counter-Terrorism  (ARPCT)  found 
themselves  in  total  control  of  Mogadishu, 
Somalia’s  capital,  with  U.S.  approval.  After 
taking  up  arms  against  the  ARPCT  war 
lords,  who  were  tacitly  supported  by  the 
United  States,  the  Islamic  Courts  Union 
became  enemies  of  the  Bush  administra¬ 
tion.  The  current  transitional  govern¬ 


ment,  which  has  been  in  power  for  six 
years,  has  been  ineffective  in  controlling 
the  gang  violence  in  the  country.  Despite 
the  continuing  bloodshed,  however,  U.S. 
interests  have  been  preserved  as  the  So¬ 


mali  government  has  been  quite  success¬ 
ful  in  weakening  the  ICU.  Perhaps  forces 
inside  Somalia  will  continue  the  job  with 
U.S.  military  aid. 

Supporting  and  green-lighting  hu¬ 
man  rights  abuses  in  the  Third  World — if 
not  perpetrating  them  ourselves — is 
clearly  a  part  of  our  nation’s  history.  The 
Somalia  situation  is  simply  another  in  a 
long  line  of  America-exacerbated  inter 
national  conflicts.  Hopefully,  one  day  our 
government  can  keep  out  of  the  affairs  of 
other  countries,  but  until  it  does,  we  can 
never  trust  its  motives.  Is  our  intervention 
in  Somalia  really  ensuring  the  safety  of 
either  Somalia  or  the  United  States?  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bush  administration,  the 
ICU  harbors  ties  to  al-Qaeda  in  the  Horn 
of  Africa.  This  has  been  denied  by  its  lead¬ 
ers,  however.  An  occupation  of  Somalia 
by  a  Christian  nation  such  as  Ethiopia  is 
sure  to  fuel  anti-West  sentiments  among 
African  Muslims.  This,  of  course,  is  the 
opposite  of  what  our  government  seeks. 
At  this  time,  to  protect  our  own  country, 
we  should  instead  be  winning  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  people  in  North  Africa.  As 
it  stands  now,  we  are  serving  the  interests 
5  of  demagogues  and  propagandists  in  the 
o  Muslim  world  that  aim  to  recruit  young 
men  to  make  jihad.  Hopefully,  U.S.  allega¬ 
tions  of  al-Qaedadinked  terrorist  activity 
in  Somalia  will  not  provide  a  basis  for 
Washington  to  expand  its  War  on  Ter 
ror.  We  have  already  seen  its  disastrous 
results. 


Humanity,  the  Fast-Ticking  Time  Bomb 


By  Jo  Werba,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Taking  both  Facing  History  and  AP 
Environmental  Science  has  presented  me 
with  a  challenge,  one  that  I  think  I  will 
face  throughout  my  life  as  an  avid  envi¬ 
ronmentalist  with  a  great  concern  for  the 
well-being  of  individuals. 

Environmental  problems  are  intrin¬ 
sically  linked  to  political  problems,  and 
yet  many  people  see  them  as  incompatible 
disciplines.  Whether  we  wish  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  it  or  not,  the  undamaged  wilderness 
and  the  resources  we  take  so  freely  are 
rapidly  disappearing.  In  one  way  or  an¬ 
other,  everything  we  have  comes  from  the 
environment:  the  food  we  eat,  the  water 
we  drink,  the  air  we  breath  and  the  fuels 
we  use.  In  taking  these  things  we  leave 
nothing  unaffected. 

It  is  obvious  to  you,  if  you  have  ever 
read  a  newspaper,  that  the  population 
of  the  world  at  large  does  not  have  the 
standard  of  living  that  most  middle  class 
Americans  take  for  granted.  Why  do  I 
have  all  the  water  I  want,  even  heated 
water  for  a  shower,  when  millions  do  not 
have  enough  to  drink?  How  can  I  have 
the  luxury  of  choosing  to  be  a  vegetar 
ian,  when  other  people  do  not  even  have 
bread?  What  has  rendered  us  so  fortunate? 
These  are  not  easy  questions  that  do  not 


have  finite  answers,  but  they  are  important 
nonetheless. 

The  amount  of  food  that  the  world 
can  produce  is  limited.  After  a  while, 
soil  becomes  unproductive  regardless  of 
fertilizer  and  water  used  on  the  area.  Cur 
rently,  not  everyone  has  enough  to  eat  even 
though  there  is  more  than  enough  food 
for  all.  It  is  not  being  distributed  equally, 
nor  can  we  expect  that  it  ever  will  be.  The 


amount  of  food 
we  can  harvest 
is  reaching  its 
limit,  while 
the  number  of 
mouths  to  be 
fed  is  continu¬ 
ally  growing. 
The  world’s 
population 
cannot  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow 
at  its  present 
rate  if  every¬ 
one  is  to  have 
decent  living 
conditions; 
the  more  peo¬ 
ple  there  are, 
the  more  the 
earth  needs  to 
I  supply. 

This  is 
also  a  human 
rights  concern.  Is  it  better  to  allow  the 
population  to  grow  unhindered  because 
we  do  not  want  to  limit  personal  freedom, 
even  though  doing  so  condemns  future 
generations  to  starvation  and  increased 
war  over  resources?  Or  is  it  better  to  start 
establishing  controls  to  limit  population 
growth  and  thus  help  limit  the  depletion 
of  resources? 


I  do  not  think  this  is  hard  question 
to  answer  in  the  abstract.  As  Einstein 
once  said,  “Intellectuals  solve  problems; 
geniuses  prevent  them.”No  one  wants 
his  or  her  children  and  grandchildren  to 
starve,  or  to  not  have  enough  water.  When 
it  comes  down  to  actually  implementing 
any  regulations  that  would  help  control 
population  growth,  however,  no  country 
(with  the  exception  of  China)  wants  to 
bite  the  bullet.  This  is  understandable.  It 
seems  intrusive  to  tell  families  to  only  have 
two  children.  I,  however,  think  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

Population  growth  can  be  controlled 
without  abortion,  and  without  totalitarian 
rules  such  as  those  implemented  in  China. 
It  has  been  shown  that  birth  rates  fall  when 
women  are  educated,  and  women  tend  to 
become  more  involved  in  politics  and  busi¬ 
ness  when  birth  control  is  available.  This, 
however,  is  not  enough.  Whether  it  means 
tax  breaks  or  pay  raises,  the  government 
must  also  be  involved.  There  must  be  a  bal¬ 
ance.  At  what  point  is  the  government  do¬ 
ing  too  much?  When  is  it  violating  human 
rights?  These  are  also  important  questions, 
but  unless  something  drastic  happens, 
our  grandchildren’s  living  conditions  will 
not  meet  our  standards.  In  fact,  they  can 
hope  to  live  in  a  much  more  divided,  poor 
and  polluted  world,  free  from  many  of  the 
luxuries  we  take  for  granted. 


Bring  Hip  Hop  Back 

Continued  from  page  8 

Hip  Hop,  more  so  than  Rock  and 
Roll,  has  a  history  of  challenging  existing 
political  and  economic  conditions.  Fur 
thermore,  Hip  Hop  originated  as  an  outlet 
to  address  and  deal  with  the  hardships  of 
society.  This  is  not  to  say  that  Rock  is  any 
less  of  a  form  of  expression  than  Hip  Hop. 
It  is  to  say  that  Hip  Hop  has  a  rooted  con¬ 
nection  in  exposing  the  ills  of  society  and 
that  in  the  past  it  has  advocated  reform. 
This  is  why  that  although  I  don’t  neces¬ 
sarily  hear  an  abundance  of  political  rock 


songs  on  the  radio,  I  find  the  dearth  of 
Hip  Hop  songs  on  the  radio  of  this  nature 
particularly  troubling.  In  recent,  rap  music 
has  drifted  away  from  its  roots. 

Underground  hip  hop  is  famous  for 
being  unafraid  of  controversy.  For  one, 
these  rappers  are  not  constrained  by  the 
demands  of  corporations.  They  can  freely 
talk  about  the  evils  of  conglomerates  be¬ 
cause,  as  rapper  Immortal  Technique  puts 
it,  they  “don’t  got  no  ...  deal  with  Pepsi,” 
or  with  any  other  corporation  for  that 
matter.  These  rappers  can  talk  about  their 
opinions  in  their  rhymes  because  they 
are  not  constrained  by  the  stipulations 


of  the  consumer  market  and/or  a  corpo¬ 
rate  sponsor.  Polemical  rapper  Immortal 
Technique  exposes  corruption  in  the  U.S. 
government,  the  evils  of  capitalism,  and 
the  bias  in  the  media.  Rap  duo  The  Coup 
evokes  Black  Pantheresque  sentiments 
of  revolution  in  songs  such  as  “Get  Up.” 
These  artists  allude  to  controversial  ideas 
without  limit.  It  says  something  about 
this  culture  that  the  only  time  when  hip 
hop  can  be  honest  is  when  the  material 
will  not  be  widely  available  to  the  public. 
This  is  troubling  for  . artists  who  try  to 
make  a  difference  with  their  lyrics. 

Hip  hop  is  a  great  art  form  and 


source  of  entertainment.  However,  rap 
should  be  more  than  a  sequence  of  mind- 
numbing,  incoherent  rhymes.  Good  hip 
hop,  like  good  journalism,  should  expose 
the  problems  of  society  and,  just  as  im¬ 
portantly,  should  suggest  ways  to  reform 
or  mend  them.  Rap  should  at  least  try  not 
to  promote  themes  of  violence,  misogyny, 
and  boastful  examples  of  wealth.  Hip  hop 
can  only  change  with  the  consumer.  Call 
radio  stations,  request  songs  of  under¬ 
ground  rappers,  and  positive  songs  from 
mainstream  rappers.  MTV  and  radio 
stations  cater  to  customers.  Therefore, 
customers  can  initiate  change. 


Page  io 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


- — — —  A&E  - — — ~ 

Aces  Aces  Violent  Fun  Factor 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


With  the  Oscar  season  in  full  swing, 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  opportunity 
to  have  fun  at  the  movies.  But  do  not  worry, 
there  is  still  hope.  Smokin’ Aces,  directed 
by  Joe  Carnahan  (Narc),  is  nonstop  and 
filled  to  the  brim  with  violent  fun.  The 
film  straddles  the  distinction  between  an 
action  movie  and  dark  comedy  It  features 
a  cast  of  characters  and  fluid  dialogue  that 
rival  Oceans  n.  Among  the  menagerie  is 
a  group  of  bail  bondsmen,  led  by  a  mus- 
tached  Ben  Affleck  (who  thankfully  dies 
pretty  quickly),  two  FBI  agents,  a  pair  of 
lascivious  lesbian  hit-women  straight  outta 
the  ‘hood,  a  handful  of  foreign  hitrmen,  a 
trio  of  neo-Nazi  brothers  and,  of  course, 
the  glue  that  barely  holds  this  plot  to¬ 
gether,  Buddy  Israel.  The  casino  magician 
is  played  by  Jeremy  Piven,  the  crazy  agent 
from  Entourage,  and  spends  the  entirety 
of  the  film  coked  out,  ratting  on  the  mob 
and  wandering  from  scene  to  scene  in  a 
manic  daze.  Israel’s  own  “entourage”  of 


bodyguards,  led  by  Sir  Ivy  (played  by  the 
rapper  “Common”),  also  dukes  it  out  with 
the  various  hitrmen,  as  well  as  hotel  staff, 
some  ladies  of  ill  repute — and  even  Israel 
himself. 

To  explain  the  wild  twists 
that  this  film’s  plot  takes  would 
be  an  exercise  in  futility  Instead, 

I  will  explain  what  worked  and 
what  didn’t  quite  do  it  for  me. 

Israel  has  plans  to  rat  on  the 
mob,  so  with  a  million-dollar  hit 
on  his  head,  every  psycho  in  the 
world  shows  up  to  kill  him  and 
cut  out  his  heart.  The  FBI  is  dis¬ 
patched  to  protect  its  informant, 
who  is  holed  up  in  a  Lake  Tahoe 
hotel.  The  violence  is  unrelent¬ 
ing.  While  most  cameras  would 
artfully  turn  away,  Smokin’ Aces 
locks  on  to  the  carnage  and 
does  not  move  until  the  image 
is  burned  into  the  audience’s  minds.  It  is 
stylized  enough  so  that  new  elements  con¬ 
stantly  pop  up,  but  it  is  not  experimental 
enough  to  be  off-putting.  Sure,  there  are 


jump-cuts  and  odd  transitions,  but  they 
make  Smokin’  Aces  stand  out.  The  reason 
this  film  is  worth  your  money  lies  in  the 
characters.  They  are  so  original,  so  varied 


LAKE  TAHOE:  BEWARE  PICKPOCKETS  AND  LOOSE  HITWOMEN 


and  so  plentiful  that  the  plot-lines  keep 
your  interest  until  the  end  credits.  Along 
with  the  violence,  this  film  knows  just 
the  right  moment  to  make  you  laugh.  In 


Smokin’ Aces  everyone  adds  levity,  including 
Jason  Bateman  {Arrested Development),  who 
has  a  brief  but  hilarious  cameo. 

The  few  complaints  I  do  have  will 
only  really  matter  to  you  if  you  are 
going  to  take  this  Film  seriously. 
First  of  all,  Affleck  has  no  business 
being  in  any  movie,  let  alone  this 
one — with  a  handlebar  mustache. 
Secondly,  the  final  twists  are  un¬ 
necessary  and  too  complicated.  The 
final  scenes  force  you  to  figure  out 
quickly  a  back-story  totally  based 
on  lies.  Ultimately,  this  is  not  a  film 
that  should  be  analyzed.  There  is 
g  so  much  gory  violence  that  no  one 
“has  any  right  to  put  it  up  against 
|  any  serious  criticism.  Carnahan 
|  found  a  way  to  put  a  dozen  or  so  of 
|  the  most  insane  bad  guys  in  a  single 
x  hotel  and  have  them  kill  each  other 
over  a  conceivable  plot.  So  while 
everyone  goes  off  to  pine  over  the  latest, 
greatest  Oscar-winning  performance,  go 
ahead  and  indulge  in  an  action  movie  that 
is  an  achievement  in  its  own  right. 


Uburger:  Worth  the  U-turn 


By  John  McKenna,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


Kenmore  Square  is  home  to  many 
attractions,  from  the  upscale  Hotel  Com¬ 
monwealth  to  hometown  Fenway  Park, 
and  the  stilFunderconstructionT  station. 
If  you  are  still  waiting  for  your  bus  you 
could  get  something  to  eat  at  McDonald’s: 
a  Big  Mac,  Quarter  Pounder  with  Cheese 
or  even  fries  with  that.  But  if  the  Golden 
Arches  seem  boring  or  not  filling  enough 
for  you,  then  walk  one  block  from  the  bus 
stops  at  Kenmore  Square  to  find  yourself 
at  a  new  burger  place  called  Uburger. 

Uburger,  which  opened  last  October, 
prides  itself  in  making  all  its  foods  from 
scratch  and  with  no  trans-fat.  At  Uburger, 
you  can  craft  your  own  burger  from  the 
many  toppings  and  sauces  available.  First, 
you  start  out  with  a  quarterpound  patty 
and  buns  for  around  $3.75,  then  add  the 
fixings.  You  can  choose  from  toppings  like 
lettuce,  tomato  and  ketchup  if  you  are  a 
traditionalist,  but  if  you  want  to  really 
vamp  it  up,  order  caramelized  onions, 


fried  jalapenos  or  even  chipotle  sauce,  just 
to  name  a  few  choices.  Each  topping  is 
roughly  between  $0.25  and  $0.50,  but  the 
classic  toppings  (lettuce,  tomato,  onion, 
barbecue  sauce) 
are  complementa¬ 
ry.  They  also  have 
over  five  types 
of  cheese,  from 
American  to  spicy 
jack.  The  possibili¬ 
ties  are  endless. 

If  your  hun¬ 
ger  eats  into  your 
creativity,  there 
are  plenty  of  house 
specialties  to 
choose  from.  The 
Boom  Burger  is  a  juicy  patty  smothered 
in  chipotle  sauce  and  fried  jalapenos  that 
can  quickly  set  your  mouth  on  fire,  and 
the  Cowboy  Burger  is  an  interesting  con¬ 
glomeration  of  barbecue  sauce,  cheese, 
mushrooms  and  bacon. 

But  if  you  really  want  a  mouth-burn¬ 
ing  experience,  then  try  the  Stunt  Double 
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Cheeseburger.  It  is  a  tongue-tickling  as¬ 
sortment  of  spicy  jack  cheese,  jalapeno 
peppers  and  banana  pepper  rings  between 
two  quarterpound  patties. 

Should  you 
be  watching  your 
weight,  but  still 
would  like  to  scarf 
down  a  burger, 
then  this  place  is 
good  for  you.  All 
beef  patties  are 
smade  in-house 
5  and  prepared  to 
|  order.  Also,  for 
|no  additional 
^  charge,  you  could 
get  your  burger 
with  whole-wheat  buns  or  even  bunless  for 
fewer  carbohydrates.  Either  way  though, 
there  are  still  no  trans-fats. 

If  burgers  are  not  your  suit,  Uburger 
also  offers  a  variety  of  chicken  sandwiches, 
salads  and  hot  dogs.  Whatever  you  order, 
be  sure  to  include  an  order  of  Uburger’s 
fries.  The  French  fries  are  hand-cut  and 


cooked  to  a  golden-brown;  some  fries 
even  have  the  skins  still  on  them,  so  you 
know  they  are  hand-cut.  They  are  then 
sprinkled  with  salt  and  are  served  up 
hot  and  greasy.  In  fact,  these  fries  are  so 
moist  that  ketchup  is  almost  unnecessary. 
Besides,  what’s  a  burger  without  fries? 
Finally,  a  frappe  rounds  out  the  meal, 
serving  as  both  dessert  and  refreshment. 
Uburger  makes  homemade  frappes  that 
are  the  right  mixture  of  ice  cream,  milk 
and  syrup.  They  come  in  an  assortment  of 
flavors,  such  as  chocolate,  vanilla,  straw¬ 
berry  and  even  Reese’s,  and  each  one  is  as 
good  as  the  next. 

This  place  may  be  better  than  Mc¬ 
Donald’s,  but  caveat  camivor-.  it  is  pricier. 
Burgers  range  from  $3  to  $6,  fries  are  $1.25, 
frappes  are  around  S3.50  and  sandwiches 
and  salads  cost  between  $4  and  $7,  but 
they  are  all  worth  every  penny  extra  for 
far  superior  food.  Uburger’s  goods  are 
definitely  “above  all  burgers.” 

Uburger  is  located  on  Beacon  Street 
in  Kenmore  Square,  steps  from  the  Ken¬ 
more  T  station. 


An  Uncomfortable  Fit  tor  Traveling  Pants 


By  Megan  Boylan,  III 
&  Jasmyne  Ranieri,  III 

Contributing  Writers 


Now  that  the  excitement  of  that 
first  year  of  college  has  died  down,  the 
long-awaited  final  installment  of  Ann 
Brashares’s  Sisterhood  of  the  Traveling  Pants 
has  finally  made  its  debut.  The  girls  are 
ready  for  vacation:  Lena,  Bridget,  Car 
men  and  Tibby  have  been  best  friends 
since  they  were  born,  but  they  are  forced 
to  go  their  ways  one  fateful  summer  and 
to  be  separate  people.  Days  before  this 
parting,  the  foursome  finds  a  pair  of 
pants  at  a  local  thrift  store  that  fit  each 
of  their  very  different  body  shapes.  The 
jeans  are  dubbed  “the  Traveling  Pants,” 
marking  the  beginning  of  the  sisterhood 
and  bestselling  series.  These  Levi’s  act 
as  a  postcard  of  sorts:  the  pants  are  sent 
from  girl  to  girl  as  they  spend  their  sum¬ 
mer  apart  from  each  other.  If  you  have 
not  read  the  books,  you  might  remember 
the  movie  that  came  out  in  summer  2005, 
featuring  America  Ferrera  and  Amber 
Tamblyn. 

This  year,  the  girls  are  back  and 
once  again  share  their  one-size-fits-all 
magic  pants,  though  sometimes  the  read¬ 


er  forgets  about  the  pants  as  the  pages 
pass  without  ever  talking  about  the  oh- 
so-important  jeans. 

Lena  goes  off  to  art 
school,  trying  to  for 
get  her  past  Greek 
lover,  Kostos.  There 
she  meets  a  student 
named  Leo  who  is 
just  as  artistic.  Tibby, 
still  with  Brian,  goes 
to  a  summerlong 
screenwriting  class, 
though  the  reader 
would  not  know  this 
because  she  never  ac¬ 
tually  attends  class. 

But  when  something 
happens  between 
the  two,  Tibby  is 
faced  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  they 
should  maintain  the 
relationship  or  not. 

Bridget  ends  up  in 
Turkey  at  an  archae¬ 
ological  site,  working  very  closely  with 
long-forgotten  skeletons  and  a  certain 
professor.  Carmen,  however  decides 
to  go  to  a  theater  camp  with  her  new 
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friend,  Julia,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Sisterhood. 

This  book 
is  the  epitome  of 
young-adult  easy 
reading,  but  it 
contains  complex 
underlying  themes 
about  teenagers 
maturing.  It  is  a 
perfect  example 
of  a  bildungsroman 
(ask  your  English 
teacher).  The  read¬ 
er,  however,  often 
wonders  where  the 
girls  from  the  past 
novels  have  gone. 
The  old  characters 
|were  wonderfully 
zwritten,  yet  all  of 
gthem  seem  lost  and 


^confused  in  this 

C/3 

|book.  For  example, 
^Carmen,  once  a 
Istrong,  confident 
young  woman,  is  now  an  insecure, 
overweight  girl;  she  meekly  listens  to  her 
new  false  friend  Julia,  who  is  clearly  thriv¬ 
ing  on  her  low  self-esteem.  In  addition, 


soft-spoken  Lena  is  now  an  accomplished 
exhibitionist.  These  are  extremely  drastic 
character  alterations. 

As  the  four  girls  mature,  so  do  the 
themes  Brashares  explores.  The  topic  of 
sex  comes  up  quite  often,  now  that  they 
are  in  college.  Readers  might  be  surprised 
both  by  how  the  characters’  sexual  en¬ 
counters  diverge  from  their  expectations 
and  by  how  often  the  author  brings  up 
the  subject. 

The  insecurities  these  characters 
exude  are  drawn  out  over  all  400  pages. 
The  four  girls  constantly  ask  themselves 
questions  about  their  past,  present  and  fu¬ 
ture.  Sometimes  these  are  deep,  unrealis¬ 
tic  questions  for  teenagers.  After  reading 
so  many  consecutive  inquiries,  the  reader 
just  wants  Brashares  to  answer  one! 

There  are  definitely  some  gasp-wor¬ 
thy  moments  in  this  final  volume — think 
revenge-seeking  siblings — but  the  ending 
is  incredibly  dissatisfying  and  will  leave 
almost  all  the  reader’s  questions  unan¬ 
swered.  Despite  this,  if  you  have  read 
the  other  three  books,  you  simply  have 
to  read  the  last  one.  Take  what  you  want 
from  Forever  in  Blue,  but  it  tells  a  pretty 
good  modern-day  fairytale  about  growing 
up  and  growing  apart. 
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Guild  Play  is  No  Simple  Production 


By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Staff  Writer 


If  a  tree  falls  in  the  middle  of  a  for 
est,  and  nobody  is  around,  can  you  hear 
it?  With  a  new  invention,  the  Third  Ear, 
anybody  can  hear  sounds  that  could  not 
originally  be  heard.  For  the  few  of  you  who 
have  gone  to  the  music  wing  and  read  the 
bulletin  boards  or  for  those  of  you  who 
actually  watch  the  morning  news,  you 
may  have  noticed  the  Guild  production 
Kid  Simple.  This  play  has  been  chosen  by 
Ms.  Christa  Crewdson  to  be  presented  for 
the  Massachusetts  High  School  Drama 
Guild.  Starting  on  March  3,  numerous 
high  schools  from  Massachusetts  come  to 
present  a  play  (no  longer  than  40  minutes) 
and  compete  in  preliminary,  semi-final  and 
state  rounds.  As  to  why  Ms.  Crewdson 
chose  this  certain  play  for  the  statewide 
competition,  she  says,  “I  saw  it  two  years 
ago  in  Providence. ..it  was  original,  and  nev¬ 
er  Ihas  been}  done  before  in  the  festival.” 
Auditions  were  limited  to  students  in  the 
eighth  grade  and  above,  and  those  selected 
had  to  rush  and  learn  their  lines  over  the 
break  so  that  the  actors  could  be  off-script 
relatively  quickly  This  Guild  production 
is  much  more  hectic  then  it  seems — the 


actors  have  rehearsals  almost  every  day 
of  the  week.  Kathleen  Pierre  (III),  who 
plays  the  character 
One,  says,  “Although 
Guild  is  a  serious 
time  commitment 
that  may  sometimes 
feel  overwhelming, 
it’s  not  overly  so  to 
the  point  where  I 
can’t  balance  both 
the  play  and  my  oth¬ 
er  responsibilities.” 

So,  what  is  this 
play  really  all  about? 

It  is  an  experimental 
comedy  in  which  a 
girl  named  Moll  in¬ 
vents  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  “Third  Ear” 
device.  Originally, 

Moll  only  creates  it 
for  a  science  fair,  but 
its  importance  be¬ 
comes  greater  than 
just  that.  Another  character,  Garth,  a.k.a. 
“the  Mercenary,”  seduces  Moll  with  his 
shape-shifting  powers  and  manipulative 
ways.  He  eventually  steals  her  machine, 
and  Moll  must  “raft  the  river,  cross  the 


chasm  and  mount  the  mountain”  to 
get  the  Third  Ear  back,  with  her  friend 


Oliver  as  her  companion.  The  play  will  be 
performed  for  students  in  the  Black  Box 
on  March  x  and  2.  The  day  after  that,  the 
preliminaries  for  the  Guild  competition 
will  be  held.  Megan  Gianniny  (IV)  says, 


“Last  year  and  the  year  before  that,  we  did 
not  get  past  prelims.  The  two  years  before 
that,  however,  we  made  it  to  finals.”  The 
competition  is  very  important,  especially 
to  the  graduating  seniors  of  the  cast. 

The  play  is  a  rather  difficult  one  to 
act  and  set  up.  In  the  center  of  the  stage, 
in  plain  sight,  sits  Saul  Slezas  (1 1 1)  who  has 
approximately  twelve  random  objects  with 
which  he  has  to  make  noises,  including 
a  triangle,  telephone  and  sometimes  his 
own  voice.  Behind  him  is  a  large  projector 
which  displays  the  name  of  the  sound  that 
he  is  making  such  as  “sound  of  a  broken 
heart”  or  “sound  of  sandpaper.”  There  are 
over  100  sound  cues,  meaning  there  are 
more  than  100  slides.  Slezas  says,  “Hon¬ 
estly,  there  is  more  tech  in  this  play  than 
acting.”  The  actors  agree  that  it  is  differ 
ent  and  challenging  to  incorporate  these 
sounds  and  technical  applications  into 
their  acting.  Brittany  Halls  (I),  who  plays 
Moll,  says,  “It  combines  sound  with  light, 
and  acting,  and  movement,  so  it’s  forced 
me  to  step  out  of  my  comfort  zone  and 
take  risks — which  is  always  really  exciting 
[and}  challenging.”  Despite  the  fact  that 
the  play  might  be  somewhat  difficult  to 
understand,  don’t  worry  about  it.  As  Moll 
says,  “It’s  kid  simple.” 


Heaven  to  Read,  Hell  to  Pay 


By  Aurora  Baker,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Demons  and  angels  walk  the  streets. 
Monsters  of  all  sorts  frequent  the  bars  and 
clubs.  People  willing  to  sell  their  soul  or 
someone  else’s  are  out  to  find  entertain¬ 
ment  that  would  make  the  most  iron- 
willed  person  run  crying  for  his  mother. 

No,  Stephen  King  is  not  the  au¬ 
thor. 

Hell  to  Pay ,  by  Simon  R.  Green,  is 
the  seventh  and  latest  book  in  his  popular 
series  that  began  with  Something  from  the 
Nightside.  Our  protagonist  is  private  in¬ 
vestigator  John  Taylor  who  lives  and  works 
in  the  horrorladen,  neon-lit  streets  of  the 
Nightside:  London’s  secret,  dark  heart 
where  it  is  always  three  in  the  morning. 
Taylor  does  not  investigate  fraud  or  cheat¬ 
ing  spouses,  but  instead  is  very,  very  good 
at  finding  things. 

The  latest  installment  in  the  Night¬ 
side  series  brings  back  the  original  mystery¬ 
solving  element  of  the  first  few  volumes, 
as  the  last  two  or  three  books  have  rather 
dealt  with  the  origins  of  the  Nightside  and 
a  war  over  its  future.  Now,  Taylor  has  been 
hired  to  find  the  granddaughter  and  desig¬ 
nated  heir  of  the  ruthless  Jeremiah  Grif¬ 
fin,  one  of  the  most  powerful  men  in  the 
Nightside.  At  first  it  appears  to  have  been 


a  kidnapping,  but  Taylor  suspects  an  inside 
job.  What’s  more,  Taylor’s  gift  for  finding 
things  is  being  blocked  by  an  incred¬ 
ibly  powerful 
outside  force. 

With  only  a 
couple  of 
days  remain¬ 
ing  to  locate 
the  missing 
girl,  our  hero 
is  going  to 
have  to  rely 
fully  on  old- 
fas  hi  oned 
investigating 
and  a  lot  of 
luck. 

Green 
does  a  won¬ 
derful  job 
with  the  mys¬ 
tery  aspects 
of  his  latest 
book;  plot 
twists  abound 
and  even  longtime  fans  of  the  author  will 
have  a  hard  time  figuring  out  what  will 
happen  or  who  will  show  up  next.  The 
readers  may  be  able  to  guess  the  culprit 
before  the  end,  but  they  certainly  will  not 
be  expecting  the  outcome.  In  a  book  that  is 


only  a  little  shorter  than  300  pages,  Green 
manages  to  incorporate  a  ton  of  action, 
description  and  twisted  imagination,  with 

smooth  tran\ 
sitions  be¬ 
tween  scenes. 
He  has  Taylor 
engaging  in  a 
witty  war  of 
words  with 
stubborn  sus¬ 
pects  to  the 
horror  of  the 
DNA-steal- 
ing  Charnel 
Chimera. 
Wry  humor 
can  also  be 
found  in  little 
helpings,  al¬ 
leviating  the 
8  bleakness  of 
osuch  a  dark 
i  and  terrifying 
|  world. 

Despite 

these  positive  elements,  there  are  some 
issues  with  the  writing  itself.  Green  some¬ 
times  uses  a  little  too  much  description 
and  can  go  on  for  a  few  pages  about  one 
particular  topic,  be  it  a  description  of  a 
character  or  the  setting.  While  this  might 


not  pose  much  of  a  problem  in  a  longer 
novel,  it  is  very  jarring  in  a  book  that  is 
typically  fast-paced;  eventually  the  con¬ 
tinuous  repetition  of  the  Griffin  family’s 
fearsome  reputation  becomes  tiring.  It  is 
also  very  disappointing  not  to  see  other 
familiar  faces  from  the  previous  books; 
the  absence  of  such  varied  characters  such 
as  Shotgun  Suzie  (a  triggerhappy  bounty 
hunter)  and  Razor  Eddie  (Punk  God  of 
the  Straight  Razor)  is  very  noticeable  after 
their  prominent  roles  in  the  earlier  series. 
Old  favorites,  including  Alex  Morrisey 
(the  cranky  owner  of  Strangefellows,  the 
world’s  oldest  bar),  do  make  appearances, 
so  it  is  not  entirely  a  loss. 

Overall,  Hell  to  Pay  is  a  pretty  good  af¬ 
ternoon  read,  although  it  contains  spoilers 
from  the  previous  books  in  the  series.  For 
those  who  do  not  mind  that,  it  is  perfectly 
fine  to  read  this  book  as  a  stand-alone 
novel,  as  enough  information  is  provided 
to  give  a  good  sense  of  the  world.  For  those 
who  do  not  like  to  be  spoiled,  however, 
you  might  be  interested  in  picking  up  the 
first  book  in  the  series,  Something  from 
the  Nightside,  in  which  Taylor  returns  to 
“regular”  London  after  five  years  to  track 
a  runaway  girl  from  London  proper. 

A  word  of  warning,  though:  do  not 
read  these  books  before  going  to  bed. 

You  will  have  nightmares. 


New  Indie  Beats  Hit  the  Street 


By  Emily  Zhang,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Ah... February.  The  second  month 
of  the  new  year  brings  along  with  it  cold 
weather  and  no  snow,  not  to  mention  the 
fact  that  only  a  handful  of  CDs  have  come 
out  so  far  in  2007.  A  nice  way  to  start  off 
the  year,  no?  The  last  week  of  January, 
however,  marked  an  eventful  day  for  fans 
of  indie  music  everywhere. 

Probably  the  most  well  known  re¬ 
lease  to  date  is  The  Shins’  third  full  length 
album,  Wincing  The  Night  Away  It  was 
not  too  long  ago  that  these  indie  darlings 
were  thrown  into  the  mainstream  media 
(thanks,  Zack  and  Natalie)  and  their  week 
old  release  has  since  then  reached  the  No. 
2  slot  on  the  Billboard  charts.  There  have 
been  a  lot  of  mixed  reviews  concerning 


this  quartet  from  New 
Mexico;  quite  frankly, 
word  around  the  music 
scene  is  that  The  Shins 
have  stepped  into  new 
territory  and  it  might 
not  be  for  the  best.  Even 
the  band’s  record  label 
calls  the  album  “surpris¬ 
ing.. .the  sound  of  a  band 
growing  up  and  out.” 
If  you  are  looking  for 
the  mellow  pop  sound 
that  Oh,  Inverted  World 
and  Chutes  Too  Narrow 
gave  you,  don’t  expect 
it.  In  the  first  half  of 
the  album,  The  Shins 
venture  into  experimen¬ 
tation  with  two  thumbs 
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up,  but  it  comes  to 
an  awkward  halt  on 
“Sea  Legs.”  Here  the 
band  dabbles  with 
what  they,  along 
with  other  music 
critics,  have  called 
“hip  hop  beats” 
which,  in  truth,  is 
a  lame  excuse  for  a 
musical  experiment 
gone  awry.  After  this 
misstep,  the  quality 
Hof  the  second  part 
Rof  the  album  fluc¬ 
tuates,  depending 
loon  your  listening 
°mood.  “Red  Rab- 
|bits”  seems  like  the 
reassuring  song  after 


the  flop  of  “Sea  Legs,”  but  “Black  Wave,” 
“Split  Needles”  and  “A  Comet  Appears” 
give  you  second  thoughts.  James  Mercer 
sounds  strained  and  seems  as  though  he 
is  striving  for  something  other  than  what 
his  band  has  already  perfected.  After 
waiting  four  long  years,  The  Shins  have 
produced  a  mediocre  album,  something 
both  expected  and  unexpected  after  they 
recorded  albums  that  skyrocketed  them  to 
the  mainstream  media.  Given  that  there 
are  11  songs  and  only  six  of  the  songs  were 
agreeable  with  me,  I’ll  give  Wincing  The 
Night  Away  a  rating  of  50  percent.  Of 
course,  if  you  are  a  die-hard  Shins  fan  and 
the  percentage  hurts  your  sensitive  little 
heart,  I’ll  convert  to  stars  and  give  it  2.75 
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Spotlight 


By  Nghi  Tran,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Walking  through  the  crowded 
hallways  of  Boston  Latin  School,  I  find 
it  hard  to  see  my  locker,  let  alone  any  of 
my  friends.  Amidst  the  herd  of  backpacks 
and  underclassmen,  however,  I  can  always 
spot  Jamilyah.  It  is  really  hard  to  miss  her 
5’n”  frame  and  her  gorgeous  complexion, 
which  is  almost  always  complemented 
by  a  smile  that  takes  over  half  her  face. 
I  will  remember  her  smile  until  the  day 
I  die,  because  it  has  been  her  smile  that 
has  consoled  me  in  my  darkest  hours. 
It  is  her  smile  that  I  recognize  as  I  rush 
through  the  hallways.  It  is  her  smile  that 
puts  just  the  right  amount  of  sunshine  in 
everyone’s  life.  If  you  have  not  seen  her, 
then  you  have  certainly  seen  the  clutter  of 
fallen  objects  that  she  leaves  behind,  due 
to  her  clumsiness.  To  anyone  who  has  not 
met  her,  you  have  been  dearly  deprived  of 
God’s  most  magnificent  gift  to  mankind, 
Jamilyah  Richardson. 

It  is  hard  not  to  fall  in  love  with 
this  gentle  giant.  Her  good  nature  and 
ability  to  love  all  types  of  people  has 
made  her  an  endless  number  of  friends. 
Everyone  who  has  met  her  remembers 
her  for  her  childlike  sense  of  humor  and 
her  everbeautiful  personality.  In  our  years 
of  friendship,  Jamilyah  has  never  failed  to 
put  a  smile  on  my  face.  Her  own  brighten¬ 
ing  smile  and  shining  personality  always 
put  me  in  the  best  of  moods.  There  is  a 
whimsical  essence  about  her  that  makes 
it  very  difficult  to  be  upset  with  her  for 
too  long.  She  reminds  me  not  to  take  life 
too  seriously  Jamilyah’s  unique  charm  and 
love  for  life  have  captivated  me  so  much 
that  I  can  proudly  say  that  I  have  become 
her  number  one  fan. 

Aside  from  being  a  wonderful 
friend,  Jamilyah  has  grown  to  be  a  spec¬ 
tacular  artist.  She  started  working  at  Art¬ 
ists  for  Humanity,  where  her  interest  in  art 
flourished  into  a  passion.  There,  Jamilyah 
was  able  to  develop  and  polish  her  skills 
under  the  guidance  of  talented  mentors. 
Her  artwork  can  be  seen  on  the  walls  at 
AFH  and  in  our  own  art  wing. 

In  her  free  time,  Jamilyah  likes  to  do 
anything  that  is  related  to  art.  For  two  and 
a  half  hours,  she  teaches  young  children 
the  basics  and  foundations  of  art  at  Satur¬ 
day  Blast,  a  mentoring  program  at  AFH. 
This  job  gives  Jamilyah  the  opportunity 
not  only  to  teach  the  one  thing  that  she 
enjoys  the  most,  but  also  to  learn  from  the 
children  whom  she  mentors.  Due  to  her 
experiences  at  AFH  and  in  Mr.  Stephen 
Harris’s  Honors  Art  class,  Jamilyah  hopes 
to  become  an  art  teacher  so  she  can  help 
and  influence  others  too. 

Although  much  of  Jamilyah's  life 
is  dominated  by  work,  it  is  anything  but 
boring.  From  wrestling  with  her  best  guy 
friends  on  the  concrete  floor  to  playing 
in  the  Boston  Common  to  eating  Fridays 
mystery  meat  mixed  with  apple  sauce 
and  chocolate  milk,  Jamilyah  is  always 
enjoying  life  to  the  fullest  and  willing  to 
try  new  things. 

For  as  long  as  I  have  known  her, 
Jamilyah  has  persevered  and  overcome 
the  most  demanding  obstacles.  I  have 
seen  her  fight  the  most  difficult  battles 
and  win  each  and  every  one  of  them.  She 
has  beep  through  so  much,  yet  her  smile 
never  ceases. 


- .  A&E 

Law  and  Order  in  Your  Pocket 


By  Alvin  Phu,  I 

Staff  Writer 


You  might  have  passed  by  it  in  the 
game  aisles  in  the  store  while  looking  for 
the  next  Need for  Speed  ora  copy  of  Gears  of 
War.  It  is  probably  a  game  unlike  anything 
you  have  ever  played  or  maybe  even  heard 
of  before.  What  game  can 
I  possibly  be  talking  about? 

Phoenix  Wright:  Ace  Attorney 
for  the  Nintendo  DS.  That’s 
right;  you  read  it  correctly 
the  first  time.  Phoenix  Wright 
is,  in  fact,  a  game  which  puts 
you  in  the  shoes  of  an  up  and 
coming  defense  lawyer  of  the 
same  name.  The  player  follows 
his  journey  from  case  to  case, 
as  he  defends  his  clients  and 
solves  the  underlying  mystery 
behind  all  of  them.  By  now,  you 
might  have  a  skeptical  look 
on  your  face  as  to  how  such  a 
game  can  be  of  any  fun.  PW: 

AA,  however,  has  a  sense  of 
style  and  originality  that  it  is 
in  a  class  of  its  own. 

Without  spoiling  too 
much  of  the  story,  the  game’s 
chapters  usually  start  off  with 
someone  getting  murdered,  of 
course,  and  Wright  somehow 
landing  the  job  of  defending 
the  accused.  Before  each  trial, 
the  player  controls  Wright 
as  he  travels  around  the  city, 
playing  detective.  This  part 
of  the  game  takes  on  a  first 
person  perspective,  as  Wright 
investigates  the  scenes  of  the 
crime,  talks  to  witnesses  and  looks  for 
clues.  During  this  time,  the  player  learns 
information  and  gains  evidence  that  be¬ 
come  essential  resources  later  in  court. 
This  brings  us  to  the  second  and  most 


of  court.  The  game  also  makes  use  of  the 
Nintendo  DS’s  microphone  and  touch 
screen  capabilities,  especially  in  first  per 
son  investigation  mode,  and  later  when 
the  player  must  yell  “OBJECTION!”  dur 
ing  a  trial.  PWAA  is  really  an  experience 
that  must  be  tried  firsthand  by  all.  What 
really  makes  the  game  fun  is  the  great 
blend  of  memorable  characters,  style 
and  humor,  especially  when  you  yell 
into  the  microphone  to  point  out 
contradictions. 

The  only  caveat  I  should 
identify  is  how  very  linear  and  very 
text-ridden  the  game  is.  Generally, 
there  is  only  one  correct  path  that 
the  player  can  take  to  proceed  to 
the  next  level.  Phoenix  Wright  actu¬ 
ally  might  be  considered  more  of 
an  interactive  visual  novel  than  a 
game.  Despite  this,  PWAA  is  most 
certainly  worth  a  try  for  someone 
who  wants  something  fresh  and 
new — that  is,  if  you  can  find  it.  The 
gameplay  might  sound  like  hard 
work,  but  PW:  AA  will  definitely 
keep  you  captivated  and  interested, 
all  the  while  offering  a  very  satisfying 
experience.  Think  of  it  as  an  interac¬ 
tive  episode  of  Law  and  Order  with 
a  cartoon-like  flair.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  only  a  limited  quantity  of 
the  game  available  due  to  a  low 
expectation  of  sales  in  the  U.S. — it 
is,  after  all,  a  lawyer  simulation. 
Despite  this,  the  game  was  met  with 
an  unexpectedly  high  demand  which 
forced  Capcom  to  import  many 
more  batches  of  the  game.  Even  if 
you  cannot  to  find  it,  the  sequel, 
Phoenix  Wright:  Justice  for  All,  was 
recently  released  in  stores.  Phoenix  Wright: 
Ace  Attoumey  and  Phoenix  Wright:  Justice 
for  All  is  out  now  for  the  Nintendo  DS. 
For  more  info  visit  http://www.capcom. 
com/aceattorney. 


enjoyable  part  of  the  game:  the  court 
battle.  In  court,  the  player  goes  through 
several  stages  of  listening  to  prosecutor 
and  witness  testimonies,  cross  examining 
the  witnesses  and  making  relevant  objec¬ 
tions.  The  player  can  view  the  relevant 
evidence  and  court  record  during  this 
time.  Just  as  in  a  real  case,  the  player  must 


break  down  a  witness’s  testimony  through 
deep  probing  of  the  facts  and  thorough 
examination  of  contradictions.  Make  a 
mistake  or  rub  the  judge  the  wrong  way, 
however,  and  you  can  end  up  in  contempt 


Epic  Film  Lands  Epic  Failure 


By  Emily  Cirillo,  IV 

Contributing  Writf.r 


If  you  want  to  go  to  the  movies  and 
see  a  quality  comedy  that  will  make  you 
laugh,  Epic  Movie  is  not  the  best  choice. 
But  if  you  are  going  to  see  a  film  that  you 
suspect  will  be  stupid  and  have  the  same 
trite  jokes,  then  there  is  a  slight  chance 
that  you  might  tolerate  it. 

Epic  Movie  is  about  four  adult 
orphans:  a  dumb  girl  raised  by  a  cura¬ 
tor  at  the  Louvre, 
a  not-so-tough 
chicken  boy  from 
the  mutant  com¬ 
munity,  a  man 
who  just  escaped 
from  a  Mexican 
monastery  and  a 
woman  who  is  a 
victim  of  snakes 
on  her  plane.  Any 
of  these  sound 
familiar?  They  all 
receive  the  golden 
ticket  and  meet 
at  Willy’s  Choco¬ 
late  Factory.  When 
they  discover  that 
Willy  is  not  such  a 
nice  guy,  however,  they  try  to  hide  from 
him.  One  at  a  time  they  each  find  a  magi¬ 
cal  wardrobe,  which  leads  them  on  a  quest 
to  fight  an  evil  queen  in  the  land  of  Gnar 
nia.  While  on  their  journey  they  get  help 
from  numerous  characters  like  Captain 
Jack  Swallows,  “the  X-Men,”  Aslo  and  a 
Jiglf-  goat-half-man  named  Mr.  Tumnus. 
Thfc  movie  is  full  of  the  same  old 


stupid  jokes  that  we  have  seen  and  heard 
before.  Apparently  the  “two  of  the  six 
writers  of  Scary  Movie"  who  penned  this 
flick  do  not  seem  to  understand  that  they 
are  not  funny.  Most  of  the  audience  only 
laughed  once  or  twice  except  for  the  ten- 
yearolds  seeing  their  first  PG-13  movie 
without  their  parents,  who  laughed  a  lot 
but  did  not  really  get  the  parody  The  only 
time  everyone  in  the  audience  laughed 
was  not  in  response  to  the  movie;  in  the 
middle  of  the  screening,  a  kid  ran  down 


the  center  aisle  screaming  his  head  off  and 
then  tripped  and  fell  on  his  face  once  he 
reached  the  bottom. 

The  actors  obeyed  a  simple  condi¬ 
tion:  if  onscreen,  then  overact.  They  tried 
really  hard  to  be  funny,  but  sadly  for  them, 
they  did  not  succeed.  Instead,  this  made 
the  movie  Worse  than  it  already  was.  It 
appears  that  a  lot  of  the  people  involved 


actually  thought  this  movie  was  good  and 
tried  to  make  it  as  funny  as  possible.  It 
was  especially  annoying  when  the  actors 
all  laughed  at  their  own  jokes.  Profes¬ 
sional  comedians  ought  not  to  laugh  at 
themselves;  just  because  they  think  they 
are  funny  does  not  mean  we  do.  These 
were  all  definitely  C-list  actors  and  DTist 
comedians. 

Moreover,  the  film  was  pretty  short: 
its  running  time  was  only  86  minutes. 
The  pace  was  pretty  fast  and  kept  cutting 
from  one  gag  to  the  next.  If 
they  played  out  the  “jokes” 
further,  the  movie  prob¬ 
ably  would  have  been  more 
satisfying. 

While  this  movie  is 
not  supposed  to  be  taken 
seriously,  it  is  just  some  con¬ 
glomeration  of  many  dif¬ 
ferent  movies.  I  can  never 
understand  why  studios 
would  purposely  waste  their 
time  and  money  on  projects 
like  these,  when  they  know 
it  will  turn  out  mediocre 
at  best  and  a  total  flop  at 
1  worst.  The  studio,  20th  Cen- 
tury  Fox,  did  not  even  give 
an  advanced  screening  to 
critics,  perhaps  anticipating  poor  reviews, 
not  unlike  this  one. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  if  you  are 
going  to  the  movie  expecting  it  to  be 
amazing,  you  will  be  disappointed;  if  you 
go  to  the  movie  expecting  it  to  be  okay, 
you  will  be  disappointed;  and  if  you  go 
and  expect  barely  entertaining  stupidity, 
you  will  like  it. 
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More  Matisyahu:  More  Spirit 


By  Abigail  Brown,  I 

Staff  Writer 

In  a  musical  world  of  gangstas  and 
hos,  pouty  lip-glossed  poptarts,  screech¬ 
ing  emo  whines  and  discordant  heavy 
metal  shredding,  Matisyahu  is  a  breath 
of  (holy)  fresh  air.  Born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Matisyahu  (the  Hebrew 
version  of  “Matthew”)  grew 
up  in  New  York,  but  traveled 
extensively  as  a  teenager  in  his 
quest  for  spiritual  and  personal 
fulfillment.  From  Colorado  to 
New  York  to  Israel,  he  incor 
porated  the  hip-hop  and  reggae 
influences  from  his  childhood 
into  his  new,  more  observant  Ju¬ 
daism.  The  newly  reborn  singer 
realized  that  the  way  to  reach  a 
wider  audience  with  his  revela¬ 
tions  was  through  the  universal 
language  of  music. 

Matisyahu’s  music  is  a 
unique  blend  of  Chasidic  reg¬ 
gae,  sprinkled  with  traditional 
Jewish  blessings,  Hebrew  words 
and  very  modern-day  references, 
for  an  infectious  and  liberat¬ 
ing  religious  fusion.  In  fact,  it 
is  almost  Jewish  gospel  music, 
except  think  less  clapping  and  more 
beatbox.  His  new  CD/DVD,  “No  Place 
to  Be,”  is  a  two-disc  set,  which  includes 
a  CD  with  several  rerecordings  of  older 
songs,  a  phenomenal  cover  of  “Message 


in  a  Bottle”  (originally  by  the  Police)  and 
a  few  remixes  (which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
not  very  good).  The  second  disc,  a  DVD, 
contains  a  live  concert,  filmed  in  Israel, 
interspersed  with  interviews  and  other 
videos.  One  such  clip  features  Matisyahu 
singing,  seated  in  a  stone  enclave,  to  only 


acoustic  accompaniment,  where  through 
a  gap  in  the  rock,  green  rolling  hills  are 
seen  blanketed  with  tombstones  (presum¬ 
ably  somewhere  in  Israel).  A  crowd  gath¬ 
ers,  and  they  simply  listen.  Sure,  some 


take  pictures  with  their  cell  phones  and 
whisper  to  each  other,  but  through  it  all, 
Matisyahu  is  so  absorbed  in  his  music,  in 
the  notes  and  the  words. 

Since  “No  Place  to  Be”  consists 
mainly  of  re-recordings,  some  remixes 
and  a  live  concert,  I  prefer  “Youth”  (2006) 
or  “Live  at  Stubb’s”  (2005) 
for  recommended  listening. 
Matisyahu  has  become  one 
of  my  favorite  artists,  prob¬ 
ably  because  he’s  so  unlike 
other  music  available  right 
now.  Whatever  your  opin¬ 
ions  are  on  the  state  of  Israel 
or  whether  you’re  Jewish  or 
not,  you  can  tell  Matisyahu 
loves  what  he  is  doing.  You 
know  he  loves  Judaism.  You 
can  hear  it  in  his  voice.  You 
can  feel  it  in  the  very  vibra¬ 
tions  of  his  vocal  chords.  He 
loves  God,  whoever/whatever 
s/he/it/that  is,  and  he  wants 
people  to  love  and  be  good 
to  each  other.  Seriously,  how 
can  you  not  love  the  guy? 
With  every  pulsing  beat, 
harmony,  chanted  syllable 
and  lovingly  crafted  lyric,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  feel  like 
belting  notes  from  the  mountaintops. 
From  the  top  of  his  kippah  to  the  very 
tips  of  his  tzit-tzit  and  back  to  his  curly 
peyos,  Matisyahu  is  something  special. 
Enjoy,  ECHAYIM! 


' 


New  Indie  Beats  Hit  the  Street 
Continued  from  page  11   

out  of  5.  No  hard  feelings?  Okay.  Good. 
Moving  on. 

I  have  been  trying  to  avoid 
reviewing  the  next  CD  for  a  long 
time.  Released  the  same  day  as 
Wincing  The  Night  Away,  the 
two  just  seem  to  go  together. 
Seriously.  Everywhere  I  look 
the  reviews  are  side  by  side  so 
I  couldn’t  just  drop  one  and 
review  the  other.  Why?  Simply 
because  I  did  not  receive  the  CD 
well  upon  first  listen.  I  did  not 
understand  how  it  achieved  bet¬ 
ter  reviews  than  The  Shins,  so  I 
gave  it  a  second  shot.  I  think  you 
can  draw  your  own  conclusion  of 
what  happened  next.  Some  of 
you  might  recognize  them  from 
their  song  “Wraith  Pinned  to  the 
Mist  (And  Other  Games)”  from 
their  last  album  The  Sunlandic 
Twins,  or  better  yet,  as  the  band 
that  sings  the  pop-esque,  altered 
tune  for  the  Outback  Steak- 
house  commercial.  Ring  a  bell 
anyone?  Of 
Montreal’s 
eighth  re¬ 
lease  Hiss¬ 
ing  Fauna, 

Are  You  The 
Destroyer? 
is  unlike  any 
album  which 
will  be  re¬ 
leased  for 
the  remain¬ 
der  of  2007 
and  should 
be  placed 
under  its 
own  catego¬ 
ry.  The  band 
combines 
every  ele¬ 
ment  of  the 
members’ 


“many  schizophrenic  impulses”  which  is 
utterly  true  and  used  to  their  advantage. 
The  CD  starts  off  full  speed  with  ener 
getic  upbeat  sounds  such  as  “Suffer  for 
Fashion”  and  “Heimdalsgate  Like  a  Pro- 


THE 
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methean 
Curse” 
and,  a  la 
The  Shins, 
the  first 
half  of 
the  album 
comes  to 
an  end 
by  the 
intense 
and  dark 
12  minute 
intermis- 
s i o  n  of 
Kevin 


«,  Sion  over 
3  a  girl  to 
3  the  point 


of  complete  hysteria.  From  there,  the 
only  way  to  describe  the  tone  would  be 
psychedelic  60s,  helium-filled  voices  and 
every  instrument  clumped  together.  By¬ 
rnes’  falsetto  voice  and  the  band’s  bouncy 
melodies  shield  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  lyrics  deal  with 
depression  and  drug  abuse. 
Hissing  Fauna,  Are  You 
The  Destroyer?  is  the  best 
a  psych  pop  group  can  offer. 
What  other  band  manages 
to  incorporate  vocabulary 
and  allusions  to  pop  culture 
at  the  same  time? 

And  now:  the  best 
for  last.  This  review  may  be 
shorter  than  the  previous 
ones  but  this  band  is  just 
too  remarkable  for  words. 
Their  music  is  something 
you  want  to  share  with  your 
friends,  but  at  the  same 
time,  you  want  to  keep 
s  it  your  own.  Has  anyone 
Seise  ever  had  that  senti- 
Sment?  Mew  may  well  be 
1  Denmark’s  best  kept  secret 
|  and  the  lack  of  recognition 
in  the  U.S.  clearly  supports 
that.  Mew  is  a  band  with  three  blond, 
long  greasy-haired  guys  making  euphoric 
music  since  1995.  Their  music  is  difficult 
to  describe,  combining  gentle  vocals  with 
a  powerful  and  mysterious  sound,  not 
unlike  the  similarly  named  pokemon. 
Their  latest  CD  And  The  Glass  Handed 
Kites  was  released  in  the  U.S.  last  July, 
but  it  is  their  2003  breakthrough  album, 
Frengers,  that  should  be  listened  to  first. 
It  was  just  released  last  month.  After  four 
years  of  building  their  fanbase  in  Europe, 
Mew  can  now  do  the  same  in  America; 
they  have  a  completely  different  sound 
than  anything  else  available.  Instead  of 
imagining  Mew’s  sound  from  this  review, 
indulge  yourself  with  their  music  by  pick¬ 
ing  up  their  album  at  .your,  local  music, 
store.  Erehgers.  from  beginning  .to  end,' 
is  nothing  but  48  minutes  and  43  seconds 
of  sheer  perfection. 


Spotlight 

Shuang  Wu 


By  Shawn  Le,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


One  of  the  first  things  that  you  no¬ 
tice  about  Shuang,  besides  his  freakishly 
tall  stature,  is  the  wide  smile  that  is  a 
constant  fixture  on  his  face.  Many  wonder 
about  Shuang’s  excessive  smiling,  but  I  ask 
you:  if  you  were  a  musical  prodigy  and  a 
genius  in  both  math  and  science,  possessed 
an  IQ  of  199  and  were  6’3”,  light  and  hand¬ 
some,  how  could  you  ever  stop  smiling? 

As  many  of  us  have  witnessed  at  this 
year’s  holiday  concert,  one  component  of 
Shuang’s  arsenal  of  talents  is  his  mastery  of 
the  violin.  A  violinist  since  the  tender  age 
of  five,  he  has  contributed  a  tremendous 
amount  of  time  and  effort  to  his  craft.  For 
personal  reasons,  Shuang  did  not  begin 
playing  violin  for  Boston  Latin  until  his . 
sophomore  year.  Nevertheless,  he  wasted 
no  time  making  his  name  known.  Shuang 
immediately  entered  the  Senior  String  Or 
chestra  and  became  a  standout  musician. 
During  the  past  three  years,  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  District  and  All-State 
Orchestras  all  three  times.  This  year,  he 
was  accepted  into  the  All-East  Orchestra, 
which  includes  top  musicians  from  schools 
in  different  states.  In  addition,  Shuang 
has  earned  the  title  of  concertmaster  of 
Senior  Strings  at  Boston  Latin.  Shuang’s 
many  orchestral  honors  are  no  small  feat; 
they  stand  as  a  testament  of  his  hard  work, 
success  and  ability. 

In  addition  to  his  musical  talents, 
Shuang  may  actually  posses  almost  every 
skill  that  a  kid  could  ever  want.  Shuang, 
a  profound  math  and  science  whiz,  is  a 
regular  recipient  at  each  yearend’s  Math 
Awards  Night  as  well  as  the  co-captain 
of  Latin’s  Math  Team.  Moreover,  he  has 
earned  Approbation  with  Distinction 
almost  every  term  during  his  high  school 
career.  His  dominance  over  the  SAT  has 
earned  him  the  nickname  “Mr.  Twenty- 
Three-Ninety” 

Shuang’s  attitude  is  certainly  not  all 
work  and  no  play.  Since  his  sophomore 
year,  he  has  been  a  varsity  member  of  the 
indoor  track  team,  where  he  has  shown 
his  versatility  as  a  hurdler,  long-jumper, 
and  a  sprinter.  In  addition,  Shuang  plays  a 
mean  game  of  ultimate  frisbee,  a  skill  that 
few  can  boast.  He  also  enjoys  basketball, 
a  sport  in  which  his  6’3”  frame  comes  to 
good  use. 

Despite  all  this  success,  Shuang  has 
maintained  a  much  respected  sense  of  hu¬ 
mility,  always  exuding  confidence,  not  ar 
rogance.  You  will  never  see  or  hear  Shuang 
bragging  about  his  accomplishments.  In 
fact,  you  will  only  hear  of  his  newest  feat 
from  a  fellow  student  or  from  the  Daily 
Bulletin.  He  is  so  always  willing  to  share 
his  knowledge  and  expertise.  There  are 
perhaps  too  many  students  who  can  claim 
Shuang  as  their  “personal  tutor”  through 
their  years  at  Latin. 

One  may  scoff  and  think  these 
various  accomplishments  are  greatly 
exaggerated,  but  truly  they  are  not.  One 
also  cannot  realize  the  scope  of  Mr.  Wu’s 
greatness  without  knowing  him  on  a  day- 
by-day  basis.  There’s  no  doubt  that  Shuang 
has  a  very  bright  future  ahead  of  him. 
-.Whatever  he  decides  to  pursue,  success 
will  surely  follow  him.  Good  luck,  Shuarig.' 
Cancer  has  not  yet  been  cured,  nor  has 
man  walked  on  Mars.  Get  on  that. 
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24  Returns  with  a  Ka-Boom! 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Staff  Writer 


With  an  explosive  premiere  span¬ 
ning  four  hours  over  two  nights  on  FOX, 
the  Emmy  award-winning  series 
24  returned  for  its  sixth  season. 

The  show  follows  one  day  in  the 
life  of  a  Los  Angeles  counterter 
rorist  agent  named  Jack  Bauer, 
played  by  Kiefer  Sutherland.  Each 
episode  represents  one  hour  in 
the  show’s  time,  and  so  each  full 
season  consists  of  24  episodes 
that  span  one  day  in  the  show. 

The  seasons  now  start  every  year 
in  January  so  that  all  24  episodes 
can  be  played  in  a  row  without 
any  reruns. 

To  catch  everyone  up,  at 
the  end  of  last  season  we  saw 
Bauer  kidnapped  by  Chinese 
agents  and  brought  back  to  be 
held  in  a  prison  as  retribution 
for  leading  a  secret  mission  into 
the  country’s  embassy  This  led 
to  Chinese  guards  firing  at  Bauer 
and  accidentally  killing  one  em¬ 
bassy  employee. 

This  new  season  starts  off 
with  America  under  attack:  sev¬ 
eral  terrorist  strikes  in  many 


wants  Bauer  so  he  can  exact  his  revenge 
upon  him  because  Bauer  accidentally 
killed  Fayed’s  brother  during  an  interro¬ 
gation  a  few  years  prior.  This  season  will 
also  feature  a  Jack  Bauer  unlike  any  other. 


relief  and  tech  guru  Chloe  O’Brian  is 
back,  as  well  as  CTU  Director  Bill  Bu¬ 
chanan  and  CTU  agent  Curtis  Manning. 
Wayne  Palmer,  the  brother  of  late  presi¬ 
dent  David  Palmer,  is  now  the  President 


PENSIVE  JACK  HAS  A  SANDLOT  MOMENT 


different  cities  have  caused  nearly  1,000 
deaths.  The  terrorists  are  Muslim  extrem¬ 
ists,  led  by  a  man  named  Hamri  APAssad. 
Jack  Bauer  is  brought  back  from  China 
by  the  U.S.  government  to  essentially  be 
traded  to  a  terrorist  named  Abu  Fayed, 
who  will  in  turn  reveal  Assad’s  location  to 
LA  CTU  (Counter  Terrorist  Unit).  Fayed 


After  all,  he  has  been  tortured  for  almost 
two  years  in  a  Chinese  prison.  Bauer  may 
be  a  more  complex  character  than  the 
past  seasons’  “badass”  that  most  fans  have 
come  to  recognize,  leading  the  show  to  be 
called  the  “Jack  Bauer  Power  Hour.” 

The  cast  this  year  still  has  some 
familiar  faces.  Jack’s  CTU  sidekick,  comic 


of  the  U.S. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  controversy 
surrounding  the  new  season.  The  premise 
is  that  attacks,  which  caused  1,000  deaths 
in  the  show,  are  seen  by  some  critics  as 
too  close  to  the  violence  that  occurred 
on  9/11.  Also,  since  the  terrorists  in  the 
show  this  season  are  Muslim  extremists, 


many  Muslim  organizations  have  been 
protesting  the  portrayal.  This  was  also 
the  case  in  season  four,  when  Muslims 
were  the  primary  antagonists  as  well. 
Also,  during  the  first  episode,  the  presi¬ 
dent  is  confronted  with  the  choice 
of  establishing  detention  camps  that 
would  house  all  Americans  of  Middle 
Eastern  descent  (akin  to  the  inter 
ment  camps  made  for  the  Japanese 
during  World  War  II)  for  the  purpose 
of  detaining  any  possible  terrorists. 
Viewers  should  remember  that  24 
is  a  fictional  piece  of  drama  that  is 
created  to  please  an  audience  and 
make  money.  More  importantly,  the 
show  has  had  many  villains  of  dif¬ 
ferent  backgrounds,  including  Arab, 
Serbian,  Mexican,  British,  Russian 
and  American.  Also,  the  show  has 
had  many  Middle  Eastern  characters 
that  help  the  protagonists,  and  24  has 
been  a  show  of  social  importance;  it 
was  one  of  the  first  drama  series  to 
depict  an  African-American  man  as 
the  President  of  the  U.S.  (the  former 
president  David  Palmer), 
g  Overall,  the  new  season  of  24 
|  is  playing  out  to  be  the  most  exciting 
2  and  controversial  yet.  The  nature  of 
*  the  show,  a  periodical  drama,  rules 

-  many  people’s  lives,  since  a  viewer 

cannot  simply  miss  an  episode.  It  has  a 
great  storyline,  full  of  surprising  twists 
and  great  acting  by  all  members  of  the 
cast,  though  Sutherland’s  portrayal  of 
Bauer  is  the  strongest  and  the  most  enjoy¬ 
able  to  watch.  As  this  season  continues 
on,  24  fans  must  continue  to,  as  the  com¬ 
mercials  say,  “hail  the  power  of  Bauer.” 


from  left:  Katherine  Zhao,  Theresa  Cleary,  Julia  Ryan,  Shuang  Wu,  Joe  Higgins,  Sherry  Wu,  Annie  Osborn,  Albano  Berberi,  Gabriel  la  Coloyan,  Norman  Yu,  Eva  Cheung,  and  Gloria  Ojimba 

BLS  Music  Full  of  District  Stars 


By  Julia  Gallogly,  II 
&  Lynn  Gallogly,  II 

Contributing  Writers 

The  Boston  Latin  School  Music 
Department  is  well  on  its  way  into  a 
successful  year.  Twenty-one  of  the  many 
students  who  auditioned  for  the  South¬ 
east  Senior  District  Music  Festival  in 
November  went  to  the  festival  rehearsal 
and  concert  in  Duxbury  on  January  5  and 
6.  The  District  Festival  is  a  competitive 
audition  process  where  students  are 
selected  to  play  in  a  high-level  band, 
orchestra,  chorus  or  jazz  band.  Students 
begin  preparing  months  in  advance  to 
learn  scales  and  a  solo  piece,  and  compete 
against  other  young  musicians  from  all 
over  the  South  Shore.  The  music  teach¬ 
ers  expressed  happiness  at  the  record 
n  u  mb  er'  6  F  SI  tii  d  er\i  s'  >U'h  A 1  j>a  fi t  i  H  jb-U  dd 
in  the  process  and  were  accepted?  ■’Ad¬ 


ditionally,  a  number  of  underclassmen 
auditioned  for  Junior  Southeast  District 
in  December,  and  22  will  participate  in 
the  Festival  in  March. 

Students  have  also  had  new  op¬ 
portunities  for  musical  inspiration.  Some 
members  of  the  BLS  Big  Band  traveled 
to  New  York  City  for  the  34th  annual 
International  Association  for  Jazz  Edu¬ 
cation  (IAJE)  conference  from  January 
n  through  13.  Students  spent  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  at  the  conference, 
where  they  attended  numerous  jazz  per 
formances,  workshops  and  lectures.  The 
vast  array  of  events  included  everything 
from  a  lecture  on  the  origins  of  scat  sing¬ 
ing  to  a  performance  of  a  Kazakhstani 
youth  jazz  band.  Particularly  engaging 
were  the  fiery  Miami  Saxophone  Quartet, 
the  well-polished  Air  Force  Big  Band, 
■Rartdy  Brecket  and  Bill  Evans  Soul  Bop 
TJ&mfand  the  Dizz v  Gillespie  AILS  tat  Big 


Band.  Amber  Cranston  (III)  commented 
on  the  passion  of  the  musicians,  “All  the 
soloists  were  so  into  their  instruments 
and  you  could  tell  they  really  loved  what 
they  did.”  Two  music  teachers  and  a  few 
students  were  also  fortunate  enough  to 
be  introduced  to  Nat  Hentoff,  renowned 
jazz  critic  and  BLS  alumnus,  class  of  1941. 
“I  think  the  students  learned  a  lot,  and 
hopefully,  it  was  inspirational,”  Mr.  Paul 
Pitts  commented. 

Currently,  Senior  Concert  Band, 
Concert  Choir  and  Concert  String  Or 
chestra  are  preparing  to  participate  in  the 
Massachusetts  Instrumental  and  Choral 
Conductors’  Association  (MICCA)  Fes¬ 
tival,  which  will  take  place  in  early  April. 
This  performance  is  an  opportunity  to 
showcase  the  work  of  school  ensembles. 
Last  year  the  Senior  String  Orchestra 
received  a  gold  rtre'dal  and  performed  in 
The  finals  concert.  The  Big  Band  rCcently 


recorded  three  pieces  to  send  to  the  Es¬ 
sentially  Ellington  Competition  for  Jazz 
at  Lincoln  Center.  They  are  also  prepar 
ing  for  various  regional  competitions 
including  the  Berklee  Jazz  Festival. 

In  the  most  recent  news  from  the 
music  wing,  a  number  of  Senior  District 
participants  who  had  received  recom¬ 
mendations  auditioned  for  the  All-State 
Festival  on  January  27.  This  second  tier 
of  the  audition  process  draws  from 
students  all  over  the  state  of  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Mr.  Pitts  expressed  his  delight  at 
the  record  number  of  students  accepted 
to  Districts,  and  especially  the  number 
accepted  to  All-State.  “This  speaks  well 
for  the  whole  music  department  and  the 
continuing  improvement  of  students’ 
musicianship,”  he  said.  You  can  hear 
twelve  of  the  best  musicians  perform  at 
Symphony'  Hall  'irttHe'AJFStat^  Festival 
dri  Mkrc  h r2V & 24.' -n'S.r. .*>  uriv  .*  I .  *  v»\ 1 
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Boys'  Wrestling  Looks  to  Future 


By  Mike  Mclaughlin,  III 
&  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER  &  ASSISTANT  S IDRIS  EDITOR 


opponents  look  like  dead  bison.  I’m  just 
going  to  try  my  best  and  hopefully  lead 
the  squad  to  some  W’s.” 

Wrestling  is  a  team  sport,  which 
The  wrestling  team  had  high  hopes  means  guys  who  have  been  on  the  team 
heading  into  the  season,  but  after  a  3-22  before,  such  as  Desmond  McHugh  (III), 
final  mark,  these  lofty  aspirations  fell  Brendan  McCoy  (I)  and  Greg  McQuaid 
short.  Seniors  like  Captain  Ben  “Spi-  (HI),  needed  to  step  up  and  make  up 
der”  Speicher,  Garo  Yes- 
sayan,  Tom  Luo  and  Ryan 
Tompkins  provided  leader 
ship  to  one  of  Boston  Latin 
School’s  more  inexperienced 
in  recent  years.  Since  the 
team  had  so  many  young 
members  (double  digits  in 
freshmen  and  many  return¬ 
ing  sophomores),  its  overall 
regular  season  performance 
suffered. 

There  were  a  few 
bright  spots  on  the  team 
this  year.  The  very  high  ex¬ 
pectations  for  Speicher  the 
Spider  were  fulfilled  as  he  finished  with  a 
spectacular  24-3  record.  Before  the  season, 

The  Spider  recalled  last  year’s  state  tour¬ 
nament:  “I  was  able  to  make  some  of  my 


BLS  WRESTLING  STILL  COMPETES  DESPITE  RECORD. 


for  the  team’s  lack  of  experience.  All  the 
members  stepped  up  in  their  win  against 
Oliver  Ames  High  School.  In  the  meet, 
the  Wolfpack  was  down  by  five  points 


and  needed  only  a  pin  to  take  the  victory. 
Tompkins  accomplished  this  by  pulling 
through  within  the  last  seconds  of  the  third 
period.  With  this,  Latin  won  the  meet  with 
a  razorclose  score  of  39-38.  Overall  it  was 
a  great  result  for  the  team  with  pins  in  five- 
other  individual  matches. 

Inexperience  does  not  necessarily 
translate  into  a  rough  season.  There 
were  a  number  of  first-year  guys  with 
tremendous  upside.  Shaughn  Dargin 
(II),  a  first-year  player,  looked  to  make 
the  transition  from  the  dojo  to  the 
gym  as  he  abandoned  his  aspirations 
~  for  a  black  belt  in  karate  to  join  the 
§  wrestling  program.  “It  is  not  all  that 
different,”  Dargin  says,  “The  guys 
|  kid  around  calling  me  twinkle  toes 
o  because  I  am  light  on  my  feet.  Karate 
S  doesn’t  demand  the  stability  on  your 
5  feet  like  wrestling  does.”  Rookie  wres¬ 
tler  Olajide  "Junior”  Ogundipe  (IV) 
|  tried  to  take  care  of  business  for  the 
first  time  in  the  103-lb.  weight  class. 
“He’s  a  little  kid  but  he’s  got  heart,  and 
you’ve  got  to  have  heart  in  this  sport,”  says 
Sam  Brenner  (III). 

With  the  end  of  the  regular  season, 


the  team  looked  forward  to  the  Dual 
County  League  tournament.  Speicher  was 
ranked  the  No.  1  contender  to  beat,  and 
McCoy  and  Tompkins  were  also  compet¬ 
ing.  Speicher  also  looked  to  defend  his 
title  as  the  Division  I  North  Sectional 
Champion  on  February  3. 

The  team  took  a  huge  hit  with  the 
long-term  loss  of  Yessayan,  still  recover 
ing  from  a  football-related  injury  He  was 
still  around  for  moral  support  along  with 
Assistant  Coach  Jay  O’Brien  (‘05)  and 
Coach  Jeff  Gibbons.  Also  absent  from  the 
squad  this  year  was  Jemimah  Dorilas,  who 
transferred  earlier  this  year.  Despite  all  the 
losses,  the  team  practiced  hard  every  day 
and  did  its  best  in  competition.  The  Pack 
made  improvements  with  many  younger 
kids  gaining  varsity  experience  they  would 
not  have  gotten  normally  if  the  team  had 
older  kids.  “There  were  many  first-years 
who  started  out  on  the  team  but  now  it 
seems  like  everyone  is  a  veteran.  Everyone 
learned  from  their  own  mistakes  early  on 
in  the  year,”  reflects  Speicher.  The  team 
can  look  forward  to  a  more  experienced 
squad  of  wrestlers  next  year  and  hope  to 
improve  its  record  in  the  DCL. 


Boys'  Swimming  Burns  Up  the  Lanes 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Staff  Writf.r 


As  we  enter  February,  many  have 
noticed  that  the  weather  has  not  exactly 
been  very  “winterlike,”  with  temperatures 
recently  reaching  as  warm  as  60  degrees. 
Perhaps  this  heat  wave  can  be  attributed 
to  the  red-hot  Boston  Latin  School  boys’ 
swimming  team,  which  has  been  burning 
up  the  swimming  lanes  with  their  solid  and 
consistent  swimming.  As  of  press  time, 
the  team  has  a  record  of  9-2,  and  their 
determination  and  drive  to  succeed  radi¬ 
ates  throughout  the  entire  roster.  Coach 
Curley  Peterson  is  the  leader  of  this  tal¬ 
ented  group,  and  he  certainly  has  benefited 
from  a  strong  trio  of  senior  captains  in 
Ian  Kapuza,  Chris  Coombs,  and  Steve 
Lo.  These  guys  are  all  strong  swimmers 
and  maintain  great  leadership  over  their 
team.  Not  only  have  the  captains  done 
well  this  season,  but  according  to  possible 
future  captain  Bob  Quinn  (II),  “guys  have 
been  stepping  it  up  all  season  long  in  key 
situations,  and  this  is  why  I  think  we’re  a 
great  team.” 

In  the  last  issue  of  Argo,  many  on 


the  team’s  roster  were  predicting  that  this 
group  of  individuals  had  the  talent  and 
the  dedication  to  be  one  of  the  best  boys 
swimming  teams  in  the  history  of  Latin 
School.  It  appears  they  were  right,  as  the 
team  has  not  only  managed  a  spectacular 
9-2  record,  but  a 
respectable  4-2 
showing  in  the 
ultra-tough  Dual 
County  League. 

Their  hard  work 
has  earned  them 
fourth  place  in 
the  division,  as 
the  only  teams 
above  them  are 
the  swimming 
powerhouses  of 
Weston  (5-0),  Ac- 
ton-Boxboro  (f-i),  _ 
and  Lincoln-Sud- 

bury  (5-1).  All  on  the  team  are  ecstatic 
about  how  the  season  has  gone  so  far,  and 
their  bold  statements  that  this  year’s  team 
would  far  exceed  expectations  is  coming 
true.  Captain  Kapuza,  wise  sage  that  he  is, 
commented  on  the  season  up  to  this  point 


and  laid  out  a  scenario  for  the  rest  of  the 
swim  meets.  “The  season  has  gone  exactly 
as  we  planned  it,  although  we  had  a  few 
close  calls.  If  everything  goes  as  it  should, 
and  we  beat  Westford  later  this  year,  we  will 
end  the  season  n-4,  and  5-4  in  the  DCL, 


BI.S  BOYS’  SWIMMING  HITS  THE  LANES  WITH  A  VENGEANCE. 

which  would  be  the  best  record  that  our 
team  has  had  in  a  long  time.” 

This  year’s  squad  is  full  of  many  great 
swimmers  who  have  stepped  up  their  game 
and  contributed  to  the  team’s  overall  suc¬ 
cess.  An  example  would  be  the  January  12 
meet  against  Brookline.  During  the  races, 


many  of  the  swimmers  on  the  team  es¬ 
tablished  personal  records  for  themselves 
individually,  and  they  ended  up  beating  a 
competitive  Brookline  team  by  less  than 
ten  points.  To  give  credit  where  it  is  due, 
ten  swimmers  have  made  the  sectionals, 
which  will  be  held  on  February  18:  Kapuza, 
Coombs,  Lo,  Quinn,  Vinh  Truong  (II),  Da¬ 
vid  Yazbeck  (III),  Luka  Grujic  (III),  Dan 
Lynch  (III),  Edwin  “Phenom”  Angieli  (V) 
and  An  Truong  (VI). 

With  the  way  this  swimming  team’s 
season  has  proceeded  so  far,  they  hope  to 
do  well  in  the  DCL  Championship,  and 
expect  to  make  a  statement  showing  in 
the  races.  The  many  swimmers  who  will  be 
traveling  to  sectionals  also  hope  to  make  a 
splash  (no  pun  intended)  in  their  own  races. 
With  so  many  swimmers  selected  for  sec¬ 
tionals,  it  is  a  testament  of  just  how  good 
this  year’s  swimming  team  has  been. 

The  team  predicted  that  they  could 
possibly  become  one  of  the  best  boys 
swimming  teams  to  ever  represent  the 
school.  With  their  admirable  work  ethic 
and  excellent  attitudes,  they  certainly 
looking  like  champions  to  me — win  or 
lose. 


Girls'  Basketball  Rebuilds  Under  New  Coach 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Staff  Writf.r 


This  is  a  year  of  new  beginnings 
for  the  Lady  Wolfpack.  They  have  a  new 
coach,  new  system  and  new  players.  Be¬ 
cause  of  all  these  factors, 
it  has  been  a  season  of 
many  ups  and  downs.  Do 
not  fret,  however,  bas¬ 
ketball  fans.  The  future 
looks  bright.  I  attended 
an  early  season  matchup 
against  Lincoln-Sudbury 
and  although  the  game 
itself  was  not  close,  the 
girls  played  with  a  burn¬ 
ing  passion  (they  were 
competing  against  a  top- 
20  statewide  team,  headlined  by  a  6’j” 
future  Boston  College  star  and  still  were 
playing  tenacious  defense  at  the  end  of  the 
game... you  have  to  respect  that).  If  there 
was  one  player  who  really  stood  out  from 
i^hg^ft.iLWas^wifbdWt^flpubf,  Caitlin 
Losi  (II),  who  entered  tb^game  wjth  five 
minutes  to  play  and  proceeded  to  light  it 


up  from  beyond  the  three  point  arc.  She 
gave  the  fans  lots  to  cheer  about  (which 
basically  consisted  of  the  boys’  basketball 
team,  Ms.  Powell  and  I)  and  injected  some 
excitement  into  the  game. 

Another  positive  I  witnessed  dur 
ing  this 
game  was 
the  evident 
leadership 
displayed  by 
the  team’s 
lone  senior, 
Captain 
Meghan 
|  Walsh.  She 
had  the  ar 
duous  task 
of  defending 
the  All-Scholastic  center  from  the  War 
riors  while  she  relentlessly  drove  to  the 
basket  on  the  offensive  side  of  the  ball, 
attempting  to  display  a  sense  of  aggres¬ 
siveness,  not  allowing  her  team  to  quit. 
r  Although,  she,  has  beep  .presented,  with 
t  by  TPggh.  .^ipuatipniof  pUya.Bg  oi)La-yppOg 
team  with  no  one  else  in  her  grade  to 


shoulder  leadership  responsibilities,  she 
has  still  done  an  excellent  job  in  setting 
an  example  for  the  younger  players  and 
playing  her  best  when  it  counts  near  the 
end  of  the  season. 

After  a  win  against  Boston  English 
School,  the  Lady  Wolfpack  have  been 
unable  to  capture  another  victory,  but 
improvement  is  evident.  Jenny  Stone  (II) 
explains,  “We  definitely  have  been  playing 
our  best  basketball  as  of  late.  We  have 
been  playing  closer  games  against  some 
really  good  teams.”  She  also  goes  on  to 
admit  that  “even  though  the  team  has 
had  troubles  adapting  from  Coach  My¬ 
ers  to  Coach  Roberts,  we  have  definitely 
bought  in  to  her  game  plan  and  know  we 
will  succeed  if  we  keep  playing  hard  for 
her.”  It  is  true  that  this  has  been  a  less 
than  adequate  season  for  the  head  coach 
Averill  Roberts,  but  she  is  determined  to 
turn  this  program  around.  A  former  Ohio 
State  standout  (she  was  third  on  the  Ohio 
State  womens’  basketball  all-time  scoring 
,list  ufitjjjessigf  Daf'«/M?,ort4urp$sst?d  Ltfr 
qwnftt,  TOf.abin^Sriy  -DsK^mbeQl(.Coarih 
Roberts  is  in  her  first  year  coaching  ati’ 


Boston  Latin  School,  replacing  the  illus¬ 
trious  Coach  Benny  Myers.  Both  Coach 
Roberts  and  new  boys’  basketball  coach 
Brendan  Smith  are  determined  to  add 
some  championship  banners  to  the  BLS 
gymnasium  in  the  very  near  future. 

One  good  thing  about  having  such 
a  young  team  is  the  potential  for  future 
success.  Next  year’s  team  will  be  stacked 
with  exciting  players  such  as  junior  cap¬ 
tain  Kasey  Preskenis,  Alexis  Crittenden 
(II)  andjillian  Galofaro  (IV).  Along  with 
the  aforementioned  Losi  and  Stone,  these 
girls  have  the  arsenal  and  potential  to 
produce  winning  basketball  in  the  years 
to  come.  During  the  off-season,  Coach 
Roberts  plans  to  place  some  of  her  play¬ 
ers  on  an  Amateur  Athletic  Union  team  in 
order  to  give  her  girls  an  edge  on  the  com¬ 
petition  next  year  and  prepare  her  players 
for  the  strenuous  Dual  County  League 
competition.  So  I  say  again,  basketball 
fans:  the  future  is  bright!  Let’s  show  these 
girls  that  we  believe  in  their  abilities  and 
!  Is VW:  f  r  ty.  increa.;  ing  the 

attendance  at  home1  f>ames.  Ms.  Powell 
can  only  cheer  so  loud! 
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Spotlight 

Giancarlo  Graziani 


0 

By  Matt  Manning,  I 

Contributing  Wki  i  f:r 


Giancarlo  and  I  met  somewhere 
between  the  diaper  stage  and  preschool, 
although  I  must  admit  that  the  details  are 
somewhat  foggy.  From  there,  our  friend¬ 
ship  continued  through  minor  league 
baseball  in  our  beloved  hometown  of  East 
Boston.  Although  I  don’t  like  to  brag,  the 
infield  of  the  1999  East  Boston  Champion 
Rockies  was  quite  solid,  featuring  the  dy¬ 
namic  duo  of  Giancarlo  at  first  and  me  at 
second.  We  were  often  compared  to  the 
likes  of  Ted  Williams  and  Joe  DiMaggio, 
■  but  we  never  let  it  get  to  our  heads.  I’ll 
never  forget  how  whenever  he  got  up  to 
bat,  we  would  sing,  “Here  we  go  J-carlo, 
here  we  go!”  as  we  assumed  his  name  was 
spelled  “Johncarlo.” 

Dominating  the  highly  competitive 
East  Boston  minor  league  baseball  circuit 
was  not  enough  for  Giancarlo,  however. 
Upon  our  entrance  as  sixies  into  the  Latin 
School,  he  joined  the  tennis  team.  He 
often  took  me  down  to  the  tennis  courts 
of  the  nearby  Constitution  Beach,  but 
1  was  never  all  that  good — though  1  did 
smoke  him  in  Mario  Tennis  for  Nintendo 
64.  His  father,  a  native  Italian  and  ten¬ 
nis  enthusiast,  instilled  a  passion  for  the 
sport  at  a  young  age.  His  skills  on  the 
court  earned  him  the  position  of  captain 
as  a  mere  sophomore,  a  title  that  he  has 
proudly  held  ever  since.  In  that  same 
year,  he  won  the  Mayor’s  Cup  in  tennis 
for  the  under-15  boys  group.  He  hopes  to 
continue  his  adventures  on  the  court  as 
he  sets  his  sight  on  to  college.  It  should 
also  be  mentioned  that  Giancarlo’s  skills 
at  tennis  have  extended  into  his  ability  in 
handball.  Together,  Giancarlo  and  I  make 
a  mean  handball  tandem,  and  we  welcome 
any  potential  victims  who  happen  to 
stray  to  the  handball  wall  on  Constitu¬ 
tion  Beach. 

Giancarlo’s  athletic  prowess  extends 
beyond  the  net  and  racket  and  onto  the 
soccer  field.  As  a  child,  Giancarlo  partici¬ 
pated  in  youth  leagues  around  East  Bos¬ 
ton,  where  he  met  his  future  Latin  School 
teammate,  Rafael  Santos  (I).  lie  joined  the 
boys’  varsity  team  during  sophomore  year 
and  has  maintained  a  starting  position 
throughout  his  career  on  the  team.  This 
past  year,  he  was  elected  captain.  Ufider 
his  leadership,  this  year’s  team  became 
the  first  Boston  Latin  soccer  team  to  win 
a  I)CL  game.  The  team  concluded  the 
season  with  tWo  wins:  one  against  Newton 
South  and  the  other  against  Weston. 

Unfortunately,  most  of  the  colleges 
that  Giancarlo  has  applied  to  are  out  of 
state.  He  plans  to  major  in  physics  or 
engineering  in  pursuit  of  a  possible  career 
in  architecture.  I  must  admit  though, 
he  does  sound  frighteningly  similar  to 
Seinfeld s  George  Costanza  when  he  tells 
people  that  he  wants  to  be  an  architect, 
but  that’s  beside  the  point.  Giancarlo’s 
leadership  on  the  tennis  court  and  on  the 
soccer  fitjej  assures  ^hat  he  will  be,  with¬ 
out  a  doubt,  a  valu.tbjc, as§et  to  whatever 
college  he  attends.  “'tt 
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Boys'  Hockey  Remains  Confident 


By  Brendan  McCoy,  I 

Staff  Writer 

This  has  been  a  largely  disappointing 
season  for  the  boys’  hockey  team  at  Boston 
Latin  School.  After  winning  the  state  title 
just  two  years  ago,  this  years  squad  has  man¬ 
aged  only  a  2-8-3  record  as  of  press  time. 
There  is  no  sense  of  despair  on  the  team, 
however,  as  everyone  is  still  playing  hard 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  year.  The  team  packs  a  small  but 
dedicated  core  of  seniors  with  Mike  Slade, 
Chris  “Muscles”  Houlihan,  and  Eamonn 
and  Marty  Burke.  The  aforementioned  up¬ 
perclassmen,  along  with  Brian  Cotrone  (I  I), 
have  led  the  team  through  tough  games  and 
practices,  keeping  the  players  motivated  to 
always  push  themselves  and  do  their  part 
in  working  for  the  next  win.  The  team’s 
record  definitely  does  not  reflect  how  hard 
everyone  works  as  nearly  every  matchup 
has  been  a  close  one.  While  every  opponent 
feels  the  crushing  blows  from  each  game, 
opponents  Bedford  and  Nausct  have  also 
been  dealt  the  emotional  blows  as  they 


both  have  lost  to  the  feisty  Wolfjpack.  Co¬ 
trone  and  Ryan  Byrne  (III)  have  emerged 
as  the  team’s  leading  scorers,  as  they  have 
consistently  dangled  goalies  into  confusion 
and  tapped  the  puck  in  with  the  slickness 
of  an  oil  patch. 

The  defense  certainly  absorbed  a  blow 
when  starter  Justin  Evangelista  was  forced 
to  miss  the  rest  of  the  season  after  a  freak 
accident  involving  skates  and  his  forearm. 
This  has  translated  into  more  playing  time 
for  the  other  defensemen,  and  they  have 
certainly  stepped  up  to  the  plate.  While 
Byrne  has  recently  emerged  on  the  offensive 
side  of  the  ice,  Slade  has  been  sliming  on  the 
defensive  side  of  things,  snatching  away  the 
puck  and  dishing  out  the  big  hits;  he  even 
slammed  into  one  opponent  so  hard  that 
he  gave  himself  a  concussion. 

Many  people  may  not  have  known 
of  the  recent  goalie  switch.  After  notching 
their  two  wins  and  two  of  their  ties  with 
Houlihan  in  the  net,  a  coaching  decision 
was  made  to  instead  insert  Dave  Pollard 
(II)  between  the  pipes.  Houlihan  is  not 
bitter,  however,  and  is  instead  fust  focused 


on  helping  out  the  team  in  any  way  he  can; 
whether  it  is  working  hard  in  practice  or 
intimidating  his  opponents  from  the  bench 
with  his  thunderous  chants  and  massive 
guns,  he  is  still  a  big  part  of  the  team.  Marty 
Burke  was  so  impressed  with  the  recent 
play  of  both  goalies  that  he  said  “they  both 
have  been  playing  better  than  Patrick  Roy,” 
comparing  them  to  the  legendary  former 
Colorado  Avalanche  goalie. 

While  the  team  has  not  had  such  a 
successful  year  in  terms  of  wins  and  losses, 
there  is  still  widespread  confidence  and 
enthusiasm.  When  someone  made  a  com¬ 
ment  about  the  team’s  record,  Ryan  “The 
Social  Dipper”  Foley  (II)  was  quick  to 
retailiate,  “Whaddya  Mean?  We  got  insane 
forwards  who  would  score  even  if  they  were 
against  three  goalies  and  a  beast  defense 
thats  gonna  lay  out  anyone  who  comes  near 
the  net.  We  do  this  all  day,  every  day.  We’re 
ballin’,  except  we  use  a  puck.”  The  team  can 
always  use  a  good  home  crowd  and  encour 
age  all  come  on  down  to  see  the  Wolfpack 
play  their  remaining  home  games  as  they 
“ball  up  with  a  puck.” 


Indoor  Track  Toughs  It  Out 


By  Ben  Speicher,  I 

Staff  Writer 


What  makes  a  team  or  a  group  of 
athletes  tough?  Some  say  it  is  training  to 
the  point  of  exhaustion  and  constantly 
pushing  the  envelope.  Others  say  that  it 
is  purposely  placing  oijeself  in  the  face  of 
adversity  These  are  just  some  of  the  aspects 
that  make  the  indoor  track  team  so  tough. 
Their  label  may  not  inspire  many,  yet  they 
are  the  only  winter  sports  team  who  accom¬ 
plish  the  majority  of  their  training  outdoors. 
The  numerous  boys  and  girls  that  consist 
of  the  track  team  must  brave  the  elements 
while  conditioning  themselves  to  elite  ath¬ 
lete  status.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  see  the 
notrso-pretty  sight  of  a  young  track  runner 
puking  after  a  tough  practice  or  even  during 
a  race.  It  may  not  be  a  contact  sport,  but  the 
track  team  sacrifices  their  bodies  as  much  as 
any  other  team  here  in  the  school. 

Like  many  of  the  school  sports  teams 
this  year,  the  track  team  is  relatively  young 
and  inexperienced.  It  may  be  a  rebuilding 


year,  but  the  numbers  are  solid  and  the  po¬ 
tential  is  even  greater.  So  far,  according  to 
Casey  Yuen  (II),  the  season  has  gone  much 
better  than  expected.  The  team  is  much 
improved  from  last  year,  with  more  talented 
kids,  and  although  they  haven’t  completely 
broken  out  yet,  “you  can  definitely  see  that 
it’s  there,”  explained  a  confident  Yuen. 

The  highlights  of  the  season  have  con¬ 
sisted  of  many  outstanding  performances: 
Peter  Rice  (II)  in  the  long  jump  and  the 
300m  dash,  Shawn  Le  (I)  in  the  room,  Jane 
Cui  (II)  in  the  55  dash  and  the  long  jump 
and  girls’  4X800  relay  team,  consisting  of 
Erin  Scanell  (II),  Claire  Ruff  (III),  Isara 
Krieger  (II)  and  Caroline  O’Loughlin  (I). 
O’Loughlin,  the  “track  of  all  trades,”  has 
also  dominated  in  a  number  of  other  events. 
All  of  these  athletes  qualified  for  the  States 
and  are  expected  to  continue  their  success 
at  the  next  level. 

The  team  also  expects  to  have  a 
strong  showing  at  the  upcoming  DCL 
meet,  where  Yuen  will  be  competing  in  the 
shot  put,  and  Demetrios  Kechris  (I)  will  be 


battling  Rice  for  the  title  in  the  300.  “A  lot 
of  people  think  that  track  is  a  joke.  It  may 
be  for  some  people,  but  the  majority  of  the 
team  takes  it  very  seriously  and  it  shows  in 
our  performances  at  meets,”  declared  an 
inspired  Yuen.  Again,  the  team  has  not  had 
as  much  success  as  they  would  like  to  as  a 
team,  but  they  have  had  lots  of  individual 
success.  Strong  performances  are  typical  for 
some  of  the  upperclassmen  leaders  of  the 
team,  but  a  strong  core  of  underclassmen 
has  everyone  convinced  that  the  best  is  yet 
to  come.  At  the  very  least,  the  Wolfpack 
are  the  best  looking  team  in  the  DCL  with 
their  new,  snazzy,  matching  jumpsuits.  Per 
haps  you  have  spotted  them  with  envious 
eyes  and  wanted  to  immediately  steal  it 
from  them,  but  they  were  just  too  fast  for 
you — I  know  I  have.  Hopefully  they  will 
have  their  opponents  chasing  them  as  well, 
on  the  track  and  in  the  standings  in  the  near 
future.  Regardless,  with  a  new  look,  a  new 
attitude  and  some  new  talent,  they  will  be 
sure  to  turn  heads  during  the  final  weeks  of 
the  season  and  in  the  years  to  come. 


Girls'  Hockey  Rolls  Into  Playoffs 


By  Greer  McCormick,  II 

CoNTRIM  TINC  WRITER 


As  the  season  progresses,  the  girls’ 
hockey  team  keeps  improving.  Captain 
Kathleen  Roche  (II)  admits,  “We  have 
improved  this  season,  but  we  would  like 
to  get  faster  and  be  better  conditioned 
before  the  playoffs  start.”  At  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  the  team  was  worried  about 
having  such  a  young  team,  due  to  injuries 
to  many  of  the  older  players,  but  the  girls 
have  stepped  up.  Katherine  Pavone  (II) 
adds,  “Whenjayme  DeFlurin  (II)  got  hurt, 
Brena  Walsh  (1 1 1)  moved  up  to  help  out,  and 
Bridget  Nee  (VI)  moved  to  take  my  place 
while  I  was  out.” 

The  girls’  record  is  10-0-1  with  the 
sole  tie  against  Westford  Academy  The  girls 
got  to  face  Westford  again  afterwards  at 
Northeastern,  and  this  time  they  defeated 
the  Gregos  6-2.  In  that  game  Roche,  Col¬ 
leen  Doogan  (I)  and  Stefani  McGrath  (III) 
all  had  two  goals  each,  and  Pavone  contrib¬ 
uted  with  four  assists. 

“One  of  the  biggest  games  thus  far 
was  against  Concord-Carlisle,  because  we 
got  to  play  Shannon  Mahoney,  and  we  won 
9-3.  Bridget  Nee  took  Shannon  on  one  on 
onf  v  and  came  out  of  the  collision  with  a 
c.oncussibtt,”  said  Ann-Marie  Elvin  (II). 


Mahoney  currently  leads  the  league  in  total 
points  scored  (goals  and  assists  combined), 
while  Roche  is  second,  and  Elvin  tied  for 
fourth.  Olivia  Collins  (IV)  started  the 
Concord-Carlisle 
game  with  a  goal 
while  both  Elvin 
and  Roche  had 
three  goals  and 
three  assists  each. 

Julia  Caldwell  (VI) 
also  added  a  goal 
and  two  assists. 

The  team’s 
success  is  prob¬ 
ably  due  to  the 
good  chemistry 
between  the  girls. 

As  the  captain, 

Elvin  elaborated, 

“I  think  we  have 
a  good  blend  of  offense  and  defense,  and  I 
leel  we  mesh  well  on  and  off  the  ice.”  liana 
Tassinari  (II)  added,  “We  are  like  family.  We 
have  our  ups  and  downs,  but  in  the  end  we 
are  always  helping  each  other  out.” 

I  -atin  continued  their  rivalry  with  the 
Fontbonne  Academy  Ducks  and  triumphed 
in  a  hard-fought  contest  to  maintain  their 
unblemished  record.  Before  the  game, 
Stefani  McGrath  (III)  said  “The  Fontbonne 


KATHLEEN  ROCHE  (II):  JT2  IN  SCORING 


game  is  going  to  be  huge,  because  they  our 
are  rivals  and  are  very  good,  so  the  games 
are  always  very  competitive.”  Siobhan 
Elvin  (IV)  joked,  “We  plan  on  annihilating 
the  entire  pond  full  of  Ducks. 
Fontbonne  Academy  is  the 
reason  for  every  tear  I  have 
shed,  so  we’d  better  win.” 

The  team  has  been  try¬ 
ing  to  promote  their  games  so 
that  they  can  have  an  actual 
fan  base  that  will  consistently 
show  up  at  the  games.  'ITiey 
feel  that  they  are  more  suc¬ 
cessful  when  they  can  hear 
g  family  and  friends  cheering 
S  them  on  in  the  stands.  “The 

O 

|  games  are  fun  and  exciting. 
m  I  knew  the  girls  were  good; 
s  I  just  didn’t  know  they  were 
this  good,”  said  hardcore  fan 
Alex  Pryse  (II). 

Elvin,  the  team’s  starting  goaltender, 
said,  “We  win  because  we  believe  we  can  and 
even  though  we  are  not  the  best  team  in  the 
state,  we  are  the  right  one.  We  want  it  the 
most  and  work  the  hardest.”  With  a  10-0-1 
placing  them  first  in  the  DCL,  and  third  in 
the  state  behind  St.  Mary’s  and  Reading, 
the  team  looks  to  be  a  definite  force  in  the 
playoffs. 
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By  Amahd  McDonald,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


There  are  several  reasons  why  there  should  be  a  playoff  and 
the  Bowl  Championship  Series  should  be  eliminated.  Personally, 
seeing  two  teams  going  head-to-head  would  be  quite  exciting 
and  would  provide  every  team  at  least  a  chance  for  a  potential 
upset  win.  A  playoff  would  eliminate  any  doubt  and  controversy 
about  who  the  real,  authentic  champion  is.  Finally,  this  system 
is  the  only  fair  way  to  decide  which  team  is  ultimately  superior. 
I  am  not  the  only  one  who  wants  a  playoff  implemented  into 
NCAA  football;  the  majority  of  college  sports  fans  want  to  see 
this  system  put  into  play  as  well. 

The  BCS  is  both  unfair  and  controversial.  It  makes  no 
sense  that  the  best  teams  are  determined  by  computers  and  a 
bunch  of  sportswriters.  The  only  true  way  to  determine  which 
team  is  best  is  by  playing  on  the  field  and  having  a  cleat-cut  win¬ 
ner.  Teams  should  have  to  play  for  the  right  to  be  the  best  and 
the  only  way  to  be  the  best  is  to  earn  it  by  winning.  Personally, 
I  believe  that  there  should  be  some  type  of  playoff  where  the 
top  eight  teams  play  until  there  is  one  national  champion  left 
standing.  There  shouldn't  ever  be  any  question  whether  the 
“national  champion”  was  indeed  the  best  team. 

This  past  season  provided  fans  with  a  clear  example  of  why 
there  should  be  a  playoff.  The  unbeaten  but  highly  underrated 
Boise  State  Broncos  played  the  red-hot  Oklahoma  Sooners  in 
the  Fiesta  Bowl.  Adrian  Peterson,  perhaps  the  best  running  back 
in  all  of  college  football,  and  the  Sooners’  strong  defensive  line 
made  them  heavy  favorites  over  the  Broncos.  Although  Boise 
State  was  an  undefeated  13-0,  many  labeled  them  pushovers  who 
benefitted  from  playing  in  a  weak  conference.  A  hook-and*lateral 
touchdown  with  time  winding  down  and  "Statue  of  Liberty” 
do-ordie  two  point  conversion  later,  Sooner  fans  and  America 
were  in  for  a  shocking  surprise.  In  what  was  labeled  one  of  the 
best  games  in  college  football  history,  BCS  sportswriters  and 
fans  alike  were  stunned  as  the  Broncos  defeated  the  powerful 
and  star  studded  Oklahoma  Sooners  43-42. 

Nevertheless,  this  year  the  Fiesta  Bowl  is  not  officially  the 
“national  championship”  game.  Now,  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong, 
but  I  always  thought  that  the  best  teams  deserve  a  chance  to  play 
against  the  best.  In  the  NFL,  the  best  teams  are  given  at  least 
an  opportunity  to  become  World  Champs.  Shouldn’t  the  best 
teams  in  college  football  be  given  the  same  opportunity  as  teams 
from  other  sports,  including  those  collegiate  teams  in  basketball, 
baseball  and  ice  hockey?  The  BCS,  however,  does  not  allow  for 
such  opportunities  and  hope.  It  does  not  always  allow  for  a  true 
champion  to  rise  above  the  rest.  Rather,  opinions,  computers 
and  the  skewed  thought  of  some  sportswriters  unfairly  decide 
the  fate  of  teams.  I  am  a  firm  believer  that  these  opinions  and 
calculated  ideas  do  not  mean  any  thing  when  it  comes  to  sports 
and  winning.  Boise  State  will  become  just  another  team  who  did 
everything  they  could  and  didn't  get  anything  in  return,  courtesy 
of  the  BCS.  America,  NCAA  and  the  sports  world  will  never 
know  what  could  have  been  if  they  had  played  the  “national 
champ”  Florida  Gators. 

I  am  convinced  that  this  format  is  unfair  and  biased. 
Therefore,  why  not  have  an  eight  team  playoff  (the  “Elite  Eight” 
of  college  football)  to  determine  who  is  really  number  one?  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  BCS  has  a  contract  with  college  football  through 
the  year  2010,  which  means  that  fans  and  players  are  stuck  with 
this  format  for  at  least  another  three  years.  Until  then,  we  as 
a  sports  nation  must  wait  for  this  Biased  Controversy  System 
(BCS)  to  slowly  run  its  course.  Yet,  enough  is  enough:  in  with 
the  playoffs  and  out  with  the  BCS. 


By  Jamal  Ahmed,  II 

Staff  Writer 


The  Bowl  Championship  Series  (BCS)  was  instituted 
before  the  1998  college  football  season  in  order  to  select 
teams  worthy  enough  to  play  in  bowl  games.  There  have 
been  many  changes  made  to  the  system  in  the  last  nine 
years,  but  it  is  still  not  perfect  and  has  been  the  center  of 
many  controversies.  The  BCS,  however,  lias  produced  some 
of  the  finest  moments  in  all  of  sports  and  should  continue 
to  be  implemented.  Introducing  a  playoff  into  the  equation 
would  only  exacerbate  the  problems  and  would  lead  to  more 
debates  and  disunity. 

Many  critics  say  that  a  playoff  system  would  provide 
underdogs  a  better  chance  to  win  bowl  games,  but  they  are 
wrong.  Instead  of  just  winning  one  game  against  a  top  ranked 
team,  an  underdog  would  have  to  defeat  three  of  the  nation’s 
best  teams.  This  is  a  very  unlikely  and  almost  impossible 
feat.  Also,  a  potential  playoff  would  detract  from  the  value 
of  regular  season  games.  Currently,  a  loss  during  the  regular 
season  for  a  top  team  translates  into  a  missed  opportunity  at 
playing  in  the  national  title  game,  but  with  a  playoff  it  would 
only  result  in  dropping  down  a  few  rankings.  This  would  lead 
to  teams  putting  forth  less  effort  in  their  games  and  coaches 
sitting  their  starters  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  each  season  from  2000  to  2005  there  has  been 
debate  over  which  teams  should  be  ranked  No.  1  and  No.  2 
respectively.  The  teams  in  contention  that  were  not  picked 
for  the  game  felt  cheated,  but  there  is  no  way  of  avoiding 
the  problem  because  it  is  impossible  for  every  team  to  be 
chosen.  Overall,  the  BCS  did  a  very  good  job  at  selecting 
the  opponents  because  the  average  margin  of  victory  in  this 
time  frame  was  12  points.  The  method  for  ranking  teams  in 
NCAA  football  is  not  just  by  record  as  it  is  in  the  National 
Football  League.  It  factors  in  strength  of  schedule,  margin 
of  victory  and  news  polls  along  with  the  overall  record  into 
the  rankings. 

Even  though  there  is  doubt  surrounding  the  method  for 
deciding  opponents,  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  many 
memorable  games  have  been  the  product  of  BCS  produced 
match-ups.  Last  year’s  National  Championship  Game  fea¬ 
tured  the  No.  1  ranked  USC  Trojans  facing  off  against  the  No. 

2  ranked  Texas  Longhorns.  It  included  Heisman  Trophy  win¬ 
ner,  running  back  Reggie  Bush,  and  Heisman  runner-up,  quar 
terback  Vince  Young.  This  game  came  down  to  the  wire,  with 
the  Longhorns  pulling  it  out,  41-38  on  a  short  fourth  down 
touchdown  scramble  by  the  elusive  Young.  Most  recently  this 
year,  the  BCS  matched  the  No.  8  Oklahoma  Sooners  and  the 
No.  9  Boise  State  Broncos  in  the  Tostitos  Fiesta  Bowl.  Many 
analysts  thought  that  the  red  hot  Sooners  would  trounce  the 
Broncos,  but  the  game  transformed  into  an  instant  classic. 
The  game  went  to  overtime,  and  the  Broncos  won  43-42  after 
risking  their  entire  season  on  a  daring  two-point  conversion. 
These  are  just  two  of  the  many  great  games  that  have  been 
played  because  of  the  current  BCS  system.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  these  games  would  not  have  been  played  or  would  not 
have  had  the  same  value  if  there  had  been  a  playoff  instead. 

With  one  game  deciding  the  end  of  a  team’s  season, 
fans  and  players  are  able  to  invest  all  of  their  emotions  into 
the  game.  Coaches  use  all  of  their  strategies  and  plays  and 
leave  nothing  off  the  field.  Finally,  with  BCS  bowl  games, 
five  teams  end  their  year  on  a  positive  note  with  a  victory, 
while  in  a  playoff  format,  only  one  team  concludes  its  seas^^c 
positively. 
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By  Liz  O'Brien,  I 

Photo  Editor 


Diana  and  I  first  bonded  over  our 
love  for  the  Dixie  Chicks’  hit  “Goodbye 
Earl.”  Who  knew  that  such  a  beautiful 
friendship  could  develop  from  a  catchy 
tune  about  domestic  violence? 

During  the  last  few  weeks  of  August 
over  the  past  three  years,  Diana  has  made 
her  way  back  to  78  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur 
to  prepare  for  a  fall  full  of  Friday  night 
football  games.  This  does  not  insinuate 
that  she  is  actually  on  the  football  team, 
but  rather  a  valued  and  talented  member 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School  Football  Band. 
Diana  began  playing  the  flute  sixie  year, 
and,  in  order  to  unleash  her  musical  talent, 
she  joined  Football  Band  sophomore  year. 
Since  then,  Diana  has  been  a  dedicated 
member  and  was  named  president  this 
past  year.  The  pep  Diana  helps  create 
throughout  the  crowd  during  games  is 
only  a  fraction  compared  to  the  pep  she 
creates  with  everyone  whose  life  she  has 
touched. 

Once  the  Thanksgiving  Football 
•game  concludes,  Diana  takes  to  the  ice. 
She  played  for  Charlestown  Youth  Hockey, 
which  eventually  prepared  Diana  for  her 
debut  with  the  BLS  varsity  girls’  hockey 
team.  Diana  joined  the  squad  as  a  lowly 
seventh  grader  and  has  made  a  lasting 
impression  on  the  team  ever  since.  As  left 
wing,  her  skills,  along  with  her  team  spirit, 
helped  contribute  to  the  team’s  hard- 
fought-for  title  as  State  Champions  in  2001 
and  overall  success  in  following  years. 

When  spring  comes  around  and  she 
hangs  up  her  skates,  Diana  hits  the  seas. 
Her  impeccable  sailing  skills  have  been  a 
large  part  of  the  varsity  sailing  team  and 
definitely  played  a  major  role  in  the  squad’s 
winning  the  2006  Massachusetts  Bay 
League  Division  Championship.  Diana’s 
sailing  career  began  when  she  was  nine  on 
Lake  Ossipee  in  New  Hampshire.  Diana 
has  been  a  member  of  the  sailing  team 
since  freshman  year  and  has  become  a 
flawless  sailor.  Whether  it  be  a  stunning 
roll  tack  while  crewing  or  her  unique  cup¬ 
ping  of  the  chin,  Diana  is,  needless  to  say,  a 
leading  part  of  the  unity  of  the  team. 

There  is  much  more  to  Diana  than 
being  a  band  geek  and  jock,  however.  Her 
personality  and  wit  are  one  of  a  kind,  and 
the  number  of  times  she  has  made  me 
smile  is  incalculable.  Also,  the  generosity 
of  her  heart  is  something  that  cannot  go 
unacknowledged.  This  past  summer,  Diana 
worked  in  former  City  Council  President 
Michael  Flaherty’s  office,  where  she  not 
only  graced  her  co-workers  with  her  pres¬ 
ence  but  also  provided  her  services  all 
summer  as  a  dedicated  volunteer. 

Her  English  teacher,  Mr.  Dian  Ka- 
missa  Barry,  even  predicts  that,  “Diligent 
Diana  will  succeed  by  virtue  of  her  fun¬ 
damental  values!”  Whether  she  ends  up 
selling  Tennessee  ham  and  strawberry  jam 
out  on  Highway  109,  continuing  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Bridget  Joqes’,  Diary  qr,becommg ,  ( , 
the  n^xti' 1  eamn a s^cx’Kefl (e)y,”  I  have'no. v 
■’doubt  that  EHana  will  continue  to  make  all 
of  her  fans  and  admirers  proud. 
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Boys'  Basketball  Shoots  for  First  Place 


By  Colin  Santangelo,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


When  interviewed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  the  boys’  varsity  basketball 
coach,  Brendan  Smith,  mentioned  that  one 
thing  he  wanted  his  team  to  focus  on  in  the 
upcoming  season  was  running  the  floor  and 
becoming  a  fast-break  team.  Half  a  season 
later,  the  boys  in  purple  find  themselves  No. 
2  in  the  Dual  County  League  with  a  record 
of  9-3;  Coach  Smith’s  strategy  has  worked 
wonders  against  teams  big  and  small,  fast 
and  slow 

In  a  recent  home  game  against  West- 
ford,  the  team  staged  an  impressive  display 
to  prove  that  they  are  truly  a  presence  to  be 
reckoned  with  this  year.  After  keeping  the 
game  close,  Andre  McDonald  (III)  nailed 
the  game-winning  jumpshot  with  one-tenth 
of  a  second  remaining  on  a  nifty  pass  from 
Greg  Maneikis  (I)  to  cap  off  a  satisfying  and 
confidence-building  effort.  As  any  number 
of  the  Wolfpack  ‘’Superfans”  who  then 
stormed  the  court  would  tell  you,  it  was 
certainly  a  thrilling  victory. 

The  next  game,  against  Concord- 
Carlisle,  truly  challenged  the  ‘Pack.  The 
height  comparisons  between  the  two  sig¬ 
nificantly  favored  Concord.  The  Wolfpack 
lost  ground  after  jumping  out  to  an  early 
lead  and  eventually  fell  71-59.  In  the  end, 


the  tall  and  lanky  Concord  team  used  their 
height  to  out-rebound  Latin,  dominate  the 
paint  and  wear  them  down;  the  Wolfpack 
also  suffered  when  Christian  Onouha  (III), 
their  primary  rebounder  and  “big  man,”  was 
unable  to  play  in  the  game. 


Following  the  Concord  game,  the 
‘Pack  faced  off  with  Bedford,  who  was 
just  as  fast-paced  as  Concord  was  slow. 
Both  teams  used  full-court  defenses  and 
surprisingly  similar  strategies.  After  falling 
behind  by  14  at  the  half  BLS  stormed  back, 
cheered  on  by  the  ‘’Superfan”  contingent, 
to  knot  the  game  with  six  minutes  left. 


Unfortunately,  their  efforts  just  fell  short, 
with  a  final  score  of  65-61  in  a  close,  hard- 
fought  game. 

Coming  back  off  two  difficult  losses, 
the  Wolfpack  beat  Wayland  77-56  and 
crushed  Newton  South  68-43,  both  wins  at 
home.  In  both,  Latin  returned  to  their  usual 
style  of  fast  play  and  tight  defense.  Latin 
also  displayed  more  of  an  inside  presence 
against  Wayland  and  Newton  South.  Robbie 
Walton  (II)  and  Maneikis  also  stepped  up 
their  game,  with  Walton  completing  some 
amazing  no-look  assists  against  both  teams 
and  Maneikis  sinking  four  consecutive 
threes  in  the  Newton  South  game.  Manei¬ 
kis  elaborated  further  following  his  team’s 
winning  efforts:  “We’re  back  to  our  original 
style  of  play,  fast-paced.  That’s  how  you  win: 
play  fast.”  Maneikis  also  added  that  the 
great  fan  turnout  really  helped  their  play: 
“You  got  to  have  fan  support  to  win.” 

While  observing  the  Latin  team  over 
the  more  recent  weeks,  I  have  realized  a 
few  things.  First,  they  are  a  deep  and  well- 
rounded  team.  All  five  Latin  starters  have 
been  averaging  double  figures  since  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  Latin  not  only  has 
depth  inside,  from  big  men  Onouha  and 
McDonald,  but  also  possess  formidable 
accuracy  from  beyond  the  three-point 
arc  thanks  to  an  almost  neverending  list 
of  players,  including  Jake  Graham-Felsen 


(I),  Dylan  Considine  (II),  Maneikis,  Mac~ 
Calvin  Romain-Laguerre  (I),  Walton  and 
Pat  Bannon  (II).  A  little  flair  is  added  by 
Walton’s  Steve  Nash-like  no-look  passes, 
the  cross-ups  from  Maneikis  that  would  put 
Allen  Iverson  to  shame  and  MacCalvin  “Air 
Jordan”  Romain-Laguerre’s  NBA  All-Star 
Game-worthy  dunks. 

On  the  defensive  end,  Coach  Smith’s 
hard  practices  have  churned  out  a  team  of 
players  who  are  athletic  enough  to  run  full- 
court  defense  all  game  and  skilled  enough 
to  take  on  the  quickest  offenses.  Stephen 
O’Connell  (II)  and  Taylor  Simpson  (I)  also 
keep  opposing  teams  out  of  the  paint  with 
skill  and  ferocity  that  masks  Latin’s  lack  of 
height.  Finally,  beyond  being  physically  fit, 
Coach  Smith  notes  that  they  are  “mentally 
tough.”  This  is  true;  the  Wolfpack  never 
gives  up,  even  when  down  late  in  games. 

One  thing  both  Coach  Smith  and  the 
team  would  like  to  see  is  more  fans  at  their 
games.  The  dedicated  Wolfpack  "Super 
fans”  who  go  to  the  games  certainly  have 
the  same  opinion:  “I  love  going  to  the  games 
because  of  the  exciting  atmosphere  and 
the  fly  basketball  players,”  says  "Superfan” 
Nicole  Poulos  (I).  Although  it  is  too  soon 
to  focus  on  the  playoffs  and  state  champi¬ 
onships,  the  Latin  team  has  by  far  enough 
talent  and  drive  to  win  the  DCL  and  make 
a  run  in  the  upcoming  playoffs. 


BC  Hoops  Move  On  Without  Williams 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


Boston  College  finally  seemed  to 
have  formed  an  identity  of  its  own.  After 
early  losses  to  Vermont,  Providence  and 
Duquesne,  the  Eagles  ripped  off  six  games 
in  a  row  and  cruised  to  an  unblemished  5-0 
Atlantic  Coast  Conference  (ACC)  mark. 
After  their  resounding  victory  over  Miami 
to  nudge  them  to  13-4,  bad  news  followed. 
Sean  Williams,  who,  along  with  counter 
part  Jared  Dudley,  formed  the  backbone 
of  the  squad,  was  permanently  banished 
from  the  team  due  to  undisclosed  rea¬ 
sons,  as  was  reserve  Akida  McLain.  It  has 
proven  to  be  a  costly  loss  for  Head  Coach 
A1  Skinner  and  his  players,  as  he  has  been 
forced  into  playing  a  seven-man  rotation 
equipped  with  little  depth.  Skinner  made 
a  courageous  stand  to  confront  Williams 
and  his  reportedly  selfish  and  arrogant 
attitude,  along  with  his  recurring  drug 
habits,  despite  whatever  effects — however 
large— the  expulsion  will  have  in  the  win 
column  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Without  Williams,  freshman  Shamari 
Spears  and  sophomore  Tyrelle  Blair  have 
been  prematurely  shoved  into  the  spotlight 


and  have  responded  with  mixed  results. 
Spears  is  inconsistent  and  unreliable  on 
both  ends  of  the  floor,  yet  has  displayed  oc¬ 
casional  flashes  of  the  enormous  potential, 
which  likens  him  to  Craig  Smith,  former 
team  captain  and  standout.  Blair  is  a  de¬ 
fensive  stud,  the  team’s  only  shot-blocking 
threat  after  William’s  departure,  yet  needs 
to  become  more  confident  handling  the 
ball  down  low  in  the  blocks.  His  teammates 
have  displayed  an  occasional  reluctance  to 
go  to  Blair  in  the  paint  during  key  offen¬ 
sive  situations,  which  has  therefore  led  to 
upperechelon  defenses  focusing  more  on 
BC’s  streaky  perimeter  game. 

Heading  into  a  key  showdown  with 
ACC  rival  Duke  at  the  famed  Cameroon 
Indoor  Stadium,  fouryear  starter  Sean 
Marshall  did  not  look  at  ,the  match  as 
just  a  hyped  interleague  clash,  but  also  a 
“payback  game”  of  sorts.  Duke  had  won 
both  games  against  the  Eagles  last  year, 
one  in  dubious  fashion  at  the  Heights  after 
numerous  disputed  referee  calls  fell  against 
BC,  and  the  other  in  the  ACC  Champi¬ 
onship  Game  thanks  to  a  fourth  quarter 
shooting  spree  levied  by  senior  captain 
J.J.  Redick.  Against  Duke,  Marshall  had 
averaged  a  paltry  eight  points  per  game, 


so  this  year  he  looked  to  maintain  his  re¬ 
cent  resurgence,  fresh  off  a  buzzer  beating 
game  winner  against  Florida  State,  in  order 
to  compensate  for  his  previous  lackluster 
showings. 

After  hanging  with  the  Blue  Devils 
for  most  of  the  first  half,  BC  trailed  by  eight 
going  into  the  locker  room,  and  could  not 
recover  the  rest  of  the  way,  losing  75-61 
after  being  worn  down  by  Duke’s  relenr 
less  defense.  Marshall  bricked  his  way  to 
another  putrid  2-1 1  outing,  while  Dudley 
and  Tyrese  Rice  struggled  in  shouldering 
the  heavy  scoring  load  down  the  stretch. 
The  loss  dropped  BC  back  to  third,  behind 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  Tech,  in  the 
ACC  league  standings,  with  a  tough  sched¬ 
ule  still  remaining.  In  upcoming  games 
against  Duke,  UNC,  Clemson,  Virginia 
Tech  and  a  revenge-driven  Florida  State, 
the  Eagles  will  have  to  play  far  above  the 
quality  of  basketball  displayed  against  the 
Blue  Devils. 

In  order  for  this  to  happen,  the  gold¬ 
en  trio  of  Marshall,  Rice  and  Dudley  must 
not  fold  when  it  matters  most.  Dudley  is 
by  far  the  team’s  best  player,  not  only  due 
to  his  innate  ability  to  score  from  all  areas 
of  the  court,  but  also  because  of  his  valued 


leadership  and  boundless  energy.  Rice  has 
developed  significantly  as  a  point  guard 
since  his  freshman  year.  The  sophomore 
out  of  Virginia  cannot  only  knock  down 
threes  with  regularity,  but  he  has  polished 
off  the  passing  aspect  of  his  game,  as  he  has 
surpassed  previous  career  highs  in  assists 
three  times  in  a  stretch  of  just  eight  games. 
Though  his  shot  selection  may  sometimes 
be  questioned,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
has  carried  the  flame  on  admirably  from 
the  graduated  Louis  Hinnant.  Marshall, 
meanwhile,  is  the  most  prone  of  the  three 
to  extended  shooting  slumps,  and  in  short, 
needs  to  rein  in  his  emotions  in  order  to 
become  most  efficient.  When  Marshall 
scores  over  his  season  average  of  15  points 
per  game,  BC  is  9-1,  but  when  he  finishes 
with  under  15,  the  team  is  just  6-5.  Without 
consistent  offensive  production  coming 
from  Marshall,  the  Eagles  are  a  badly  ex¬ 
ploited  offensive  unit. 

If  the  Eagles  are  to  soar  into  the 
NCAAs,  they  need  contributions  from 
everybody,  on  both  ends  of  the  floor  and 
in  the  biggest,  most  important  games.  The 
next  month  will  determine  their  fate,  and 
prove  to  us  which  is  the  real  identity  of  the 
2006-07  Boston  College  Eagles. 


C's  Among  League's  Worst;  Preach  Patience 

By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  I 

Stake  Writer 


It  was  once  again  a  lazy  Sunday 
for  me.  I  was  going  to  lounge  around  my 
house,  do  some  homework  and  watch  way 
too  much  television.  This  typical  Sunday 
however,  contained  an  unusual  twist.  My 
friend  called  and  asked  if  I  would  join  him 
in  going  to  watch  the  team  that  was  once 
the  pride  of  Boston:  the  now  dreaded 
Celtics.  In  my  early  years,  I  would  have 
jumped  all  over  this  opportunity  to  watch 
the  Celtics  play.  That  day  however,  I  was 
seriously  contemplating  staying  home  and 
watching  the  historically  good  Phoenix 
Suns  on  television,  rather  than  going  out  to 
the  “Garden” — I  still  have  trouble  calling  it 
that— to  see  the  pathetic  C’s.  Why  would 
1  venture  out  into  fhd  freezing1 'cbtd  and 
cheer  on  a  team  that  has  lost  ten  straight 


games,  and  fifteen  of  seventeen,  when  I 
could  stay  in  my  heated  home  and  happily 
watch  a  team  that  actually  piques  my  inter 
est?  Even  with  a  slew  of  reasons  telling  me 
not  to  go,  such  as  the  prospects  of  making 
that  annoying  Orange  Line  trip  to  South 
Station  and  coughing  up  twenty  bucks  for 
a  ticket,  1  could  not  resist  the  opportunity 
to  watch  my  hometown  team,  and  at  least 
try  to  support  them.  So  here  I  was,  writing 
this  article  before  I  traveled  to  watch  the 
Green  dash  with  the  the  cream  of  the  crop 
in  the  Eastern  Conference,  the  Washington 
Wizards  led  by  Gilbert  Arenas. 

Although  it  may  seem  that  I  am  a 
pessimist  when  talking  about  the  C’s  and 
one  of  those  hoping  for  Ohio  State  phe- 
nom  Greg  Oden  in  the  upcoming  draft,  I 
am  not.  I  admit,  Oden’s  seven-foot  frame 
indlrripressiVe  double-double  average  as  a 
freshman  in  the  competitive  Big  Ten  are 


very  appealing.  Whenever  we  become  ac¬ 
customed  to  losing,  however,  we  create  an 
environment  that  becomes  detrimental  to 
the  individual  players’  psyches  and  the  entire 
team  in  general.  Another  reason  I  am  not 
completely  down  on  this  squad  is  that  these 
guys  are  playing  their  hearts  out  and  stand¬ 
ing  tall  to  all  teams,  whatever  their  records 
may  be.  They  have  competitively  played 
the  San  Antonio  Spurs,  Cleveland  Cavaliers 
and  Wzards  to  very  close  games.  Also — not 
to  give  this  team  an  excuse  for  playing  so 
poorly— they  have  struggled  through  a  bulk 
of  the  season  without  their  two  best  players, 
Paul  Pierce  and  Wally  Szczerbiak.  Looking 
on  the  bright  side  of  things,  however,  the 
injury  bug  provides  players  like  A1  Jefferson, 
Allan  Ray,  Gerald  Green  and  Rajon  Rondo 
the  opportunity  to  receive  a  significant 
intreasd  in  hiirtutes  and  6xperiehce,  which 
will  pay  off  in  upcoming  years.  These  play¬ 


ers  have  not  disappointed,  especially  in  the 
case  of  Jefferson,  who  has  averaged  roughly 
14  points  and  11  boards  heading  into  the 
All-Star  Break.  Wth  these  young  players 
receiving  valuable  playing  time,  it's  a  major 
positive  not  only  for  the  team,  but  for  the 
fans,  who  now  get  a  chance  to  watch  the 
fast,  energetic  and  very  talented  “baby  Celt¬ 
ics. "These  are  the  few  positives  of  a  season 
that  has  now  spiraled  out  of  control. 

I  am  finishing  up  this  article  in  envy, 
•  as  I  watch  the  Suns  wrap  up  their  17th 
consecutive  victory.  I  think  of  what  it  will 
take  for  the  Celtics  to  ascend  to  this  high 
level  of  play  that  the  Suns  pride  themselves 
on.  I  think  of  what  the  Celtics  are  now  and 
what  they  could  be  in  the  future.  My  only 
words  to  all  my  other  fellow  frustrated  and 
disappointed  Celtics  fans  is  to  enjoy  the 
effort  and  talent  of  our  young  players  and 
preach  patience. 
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Patriots  Drop  Tough  38-34  Decision  to  Colts 


By  Sanchay  Jain,  IV 

Staff  Writkr 


As  everyone  reading  this  article 
knows,  the  New  England  Patriots  blew  an 
18-point  lead  in  the  AFC  Championship 
Game  to  the 
Indianapolis 
Colts,  losing  in 
the  playoffs  for 
only  the  second 
time  in  the  last 
five  postseason 
appearances. 

They  lost  in  an 
ugly  fashion, 
as  the  defense 
was  torched  in 
the  second  half 
for  32  points, 
and  the  offense 
sputtered  after  a  hot  start.  By  the  end  of 
the  game,  several  things  became  clear  to 
the  Pats  Nation,  and  the  organization  will 
have  to  address  several  of  these  issues  if 
they  hope  to  travel  to  the  Super  Bowl  in 
2008. 

The  most  important  offseason  issue 
will  be  trying  to  re-sign  Asante  Samuel, 
an  unrestricted  free  agent.  Samuel,  the 
Patriots’  No.  i  cornerback,  was  tied  with 
Denver  Broncos  corner  Champ  Bailey  for 
the  league  lead  in  interceptions  with  io 
and  returned  two  picks  for  touchdowns 
in  the  playoffs  against  the  Colts  and  New 
York  Jets.  The  situation  he  finds  himself  in 
will  be  similar  to  the  one  former  Patriot  Ty 
Law  faced  when  he  left  the  team  in  2005. 
Already,  Samuel  has  rejected  the  Pats’ 
first  contract  offer,  similar  to  what  Law 
did  during  the  2004  season.  Both  were 
considered  among  the  league’s  best  defen¬ 
sive  backs  when  they  entered  free  agency, 
but  there  is  a  major  difference:  Samuel 
will  enter  free  agency  five  years  younger 


than  Law — at  age  26  instead  of  31 — and 
is  coming  off  a  career  season,  while  Law 
was  physically  unable  to  play  in  nine 
games,  totaling  a  career  low  one  intercep¬ 
tion,  during  his  free  agency  year.  Teams 
just  cannot  lose  players  like  this  consis¬ 
tently  and 
hope  to 
survive  in 
the  NFL. 
Though 
the  Patri¬ 
ots  have 
survived 
major  loss- 

ses  in  the 

o 

^secondary 
«  be  fore,  los- 
ging  Samuel 
swill  lead 
to  a  major, 
decrease  in  production  and  undoubtedly 
leave  a  gaping  hole  that  will  be  difficult 
to  plug.  Even  if  it  means  spending  more 
money  than  the  team  wants  to,  it  will  be 
well  worth  it. 

Failure  to  re-sign  players  consider 
ably  hampered  the  team  this  year.  The 
loss  of  David  Givens  and  Deion  Branch 
hurt  the  wide  receiver  corps  and  forced 
Tom  Brady  to  adjust  on  the  fly  with  Re- 
che  Caldwell,  Troy  Brown  and  later  Jabar 
Gaffney  as  his  primary  weapons.  For  those 
who  say  that  Branch  and  Givens’s  wors¬ 
ened  stats  this  year  made  the  dumping  of 
both  players  justifiable  (though.  Givens 
missed  n  games  due  to  injury)  think 
of  it  this  way:  had  the  Patriots  kept  at 
least  one,  that  person’s  production  most 
likely  would  have  been  more  with  Brady 
as  quarterback  than  both  had  gotten  with 
their  current  teams.  It  would  have  also 
helped  Brady  in  maintaining  a  comfort¬ 
able  rhythm  with  his  receivers,  leading 
to  increased  levels  of  offensive  efficiency. 


Don’t  tell  me  you  weren’t  wishing  for  a 
go-to  guy  like  Branch  during  the  second 
half  of  that  Colts  game — and  most  defi¬ 
nitely  after  Brady  threw  that  pick  on  the 
last  play.  That  is  why  the  Patriots  must 
also  make  it  a  priority  to  re-sign  Daniel 
Graham,  one  of  the  better  blocking  tight 
ends  in  the  league. 

Amazingly,  the  Patriots  continue  to 
make  the  playoffs  and  stay  competitive  de¬ 
spite  losing  keystone  players  such  as  Giv¬ 
ens,  Branch,  Willie  McGinest  and  Adam 
Vinatieri.  What  ends  up  happening — and 
will  continue  to  happen — is  that  the  Patri¬ 
ots  lose  games  that  they  really  should  win 
and  could  have  won  had  their  personnel 
been  better,  such  as  those  against  the  Jets 
and  Miami  Dolphins.  These  few  losses 
ultimately  cost  the  Patriots  home  field  ad¬ 


vantage  in  the  AFC  Championship  Game. 
It  is  in  New  England  during  the  months  of 
December  and  January  where  the  Patriots 
are  most  deadly,  so  the  playoff  home  edge 
is  extremely  important.  Unfortunately  the 
Patriots  were  one  regular  season  win  away 
from  hosting  that  Championship  Game, 
and  chances  are,  had  it  been  played  at  Gil¬ 


lette  Stadium,  they  would  have  won. 

There  were  four  primary  reasons 
the  Patriots  lost  to  the  Colts.  First  of  all, 
the  Colts  had  overall  superior  personnel. 
Secondly,  Indianapolis  is  a  totally  different 
team  in  the  sheltered  RCA  Dome  than 
at  Gillette  Stadium.  Thirdly,  the  Patriots 
lack  the  young,  quick  linebackers  and  cor 
nerbacks  that  were  required  to  stop  tight 
end  Dallas  Clark  and  wideouts  Reggie 
Wayne  and  Marvin  Harrison.  Lastly,  the 
Pats  scaled  back  on  their  aggressive  play¬ 
calling  in  the  second  half,  as  in  the  daring 
4th-and-8  pass  call  in  the  second  quarter 
along  with  the  successful  third-down  draw 
play  on  the  very  first  drive,  compared  to 
the  predictable  three  and  outs  that  oc¬ 
curred  later  in  the  game.  The  drive  on 
which  the  Pats  scored  their  last  points 
with  the  Stephen  Gosf 
kowski  field  goal  sticks 
out;  instead  of  passing 
on  third  down,  the  Pats 
decided  to  run  and  gain 
three  yards  in  order  to 
make  it  closer  for  the 
rookie  kicker,  instead  of 
going  for  in  for  the  kill 
and  touchdown. 

This  marks  a  sec¬ 
ond  straight  fairly  disap¬ 
pointing  postseason  for 
! New  England.  What  the 
|  team  now  needs  to  do 
:is  pony  up  some  cash 
to  re-sign  players  like 
Graham  and  Samuel. 
Also,  they  should  look  to  make  a  deal  or 
two  during  the  draft  and  take  a  linebacker 
with  their  first  round  pick  instead  of  an¬ 
other  tight  end.  Hopefully,  the  hometown 
crew  can  come  up  with  the  right  moves, 
and  we  find  ourselves  here  the  same  time 
next  year  celebrating  our  fourth  Super 
Bowl  in  seven  years. 


Sports  Blogging  Revolution  Takes  Hold 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Sports  “blogging”  has  become 
increasingly  popular  within  the  last  few 
years.  A  weblog  gives  the  writer  a  chance 
to  express  more  of  his  personal  opinion  on 
sports  rather  than  in  a  column  where  some 
sense  of  neutrality  is  required.  This  online 
phenomenon  was  not  taken  very  seriously 
at  first  by  the  sports  community  because 
of  the  lack  of  credibility  of  these  upstart 
“amateur”  writers.  Recently,  however, 
blogging  has  become  much  more  popular 
on  the  local  and  national  circuit.  If  local 
area  bloggers  are  able  to  accumulate  a 
fanbase  large  enough,  they  may  be  able  to 
spur  the  passions  of  a  few  fans — similar 
to  that  of  talk  radio.  In  Boston,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  the  influence  of  blogging  is  evident 
through  some  specific  websites  such  as 
SonsofSamHorn.com,  made  famous  by 
Curt  Schilling’s  visits  before  to  agreeing 
to  a  trade  to  the  Red  Sox  in  2002.  These 
bloggers  were  somehow  able  to  help  sway 
the  opinion  of  a  top-class  athlete  in  his-  , 
decision  of  whether  to  come  to  an  actual 
professional  team.  Therein  lies  the  most 
significant  purpose  and  goal  of  the  blog¬ 
ging  website:  the  fact  that  the  passion  and 
love  that  fans  have  for  their  respective 
teams  can  be  conveyed  in  a  public  forum 
in  which  they  might  express  themselves 
in  a  more  beneficial  and.  noteworthy 
manner. 

The  steady  rise  of  the  established 
“blog  column”  writers  has  factored  in 
the  everincreasing  amounts  of  influence 
that  blogging  exerts  within  the  sporting 
world.  Local  writers  such  as  Eric  Wilbur 
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and  Shawn  Peters  both  utilize  The  Bos¬ 
ton  Globe's  blog  section  to  express  their 
personal  opinions  about  the  local  sports 
teams.  The  difference  between  this  and 
the  newspaper  columns  is  that  they  do 
not  have  to  run  their  posts  by  an  editor 
or  cater  to  a  certain  audience  that  the 
paper  aims  to  please.  This  gives  them  a 
chance  to  unleash  every  bit  of  knowledge 
and  opinion  they  have  on  sports,  from 
whether  the  Celtics  should  trade  for  Al- 


this  is  the  national  attention  given  to 
bloggers  on  websites  such  as  FOXSports. 
com  and  ESPN.com.  FOX  Sports  has 
a  plethora  of  topics  which  its  sports 
writers  explore  and  on  which  they  com¬ 
ment,  but  the  site  is  most  famous  for 
its  input  on  fantasy  sports.  Writers  such 
as  the  “NFL_Czar”  offer  great  advice 
each  week  on  fantasy  football;  even  I,  a 
three-time  fantasy  league  champion,  have 
utilized  this  site.  Considering  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  fantasy  sports, 
they  attract  quite  a  few 
readers.  ESPN.com  has 
recently  started  to  em¬ 
bed  blogging  in  the 
form  of  a  new  sepa¬ 
rate  section,  “Page  2," 
into  its  website,  also 
attracting  attention 
from  site  surfers  and 
3  readers.  Writers  such 
as  Peter  Gammons  and 
|  Buster  Olney  have  used 
-  this  space  to  update 
the  irreader  s  oft  the 

BILL  SIMMONS  IS  GETTING  TO  ISIAH  THOMAS'  HEAD.  ,  latest  rumors  regarding 


ten  Iverson  to  the  outrageous  beer  prices 
at  Fenway  Park.  Fans  react  positively, 
because  the  writers  are  like  them  in  that 
they  are  fans  as  well — speaking  with 
their  hearts  instead  of  their  minds.  So  if 
a  blogger  has  an  audience  large  enough 
and  an  idea  which  they  can  all  get  behind, 
then  this  may  start  to  afiect  the  athletes 
themselves.  Whether  it  is  the  booing  of 
a  head  coach  during  a  game  or  a  group  of 
fans  taunting  a  player  they  do  not  like,  the 
effect  is  apparent. 


trades  and  free -agency 
signings,  while  also  including  their  own 
input  on  the  effectiveness  of  a  proposed 
trade. 

Other  writers  like  Bill. Simmons, 
a  Boston  native  and  long-time  blogger, 
have  caused  much  more  controversy  As 
any  avid  reader  of  Simmons  would  know, 
he  despises  New  York  Knicks  Coach  Isiah 
Thomas,  showing  no  remorse  in  ridiculing 
his  actions  in  his  blog  column,  Simmons 
garners  so  much  attention,  thanks  to  his 


An  even  more  blatant  example  of  loyal  fanbase  on  ESPN.com,  that  his  name 
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was  actually  mentioned  to  Thomas  in  an 
interview.  Thomas  responded  by  labeling 
him  as  “just  another  blogger.”  When  Sim¬ 
mons  pitched  the  idea  to  fire  the  Celtics’ 
current  coach,  Doc  Rivers,  in  a  recent 
column — the  second  of  2006  that  slams 
Rivers — the  fans  of  Boston  definitely 
picked  up  on  it.  At  a  game  in  early  No¬ 
vember  in  which  the  Celtics  lost  another 
close  yet  poorly-coached  game,  the  lin¬ 
gering  fans  began  to  chant  “Fire  Doc!” 
repeatedly.  Once  again  when  Simmon’s 
name  was  mentioned.  Doc  began  to  ex¬ 
plain  how  the  opinion  of  these  bloggers 
did  not  have  an  impact  on  their  team  and 
that  he  would  continue  to  coach  the  way 
he  wanted  to,  regardless  of  what  Simmons 
had  to  say  Legendary  Globe  columnist  Bob 
Ryan  further  backed  Rivers’s  argument; 
he  lambasted  Simmons  for  criticizing  the 
embattled  Celtics  head  coach  from  all 
the  way  in  Los  Angeles,  Simmons’s  home 
for  the  past  four  years.  Since  he  was  far 
removed  from  the  daily  goings-on  of  the 
team,’  his  derogatory  remarks  were  not 
fair  to  Rivers  or  to  the  Celtics. 

L  "  ft-seems  that  coaches  and  players 
throughout  the  entire  sports  world  can 
no  longer  totally  ignore  the  presence  of 
this  online  phenomenon.  Hopefully  it 
will  not  begin  to  affect  the  actual  play 
of  the  game,  but  it  will  definitely  begin 
to  introduce  another  exciting  aspect  to 
the  sports  writing  landscape.  I  was  going 
to  write  an  article  for  the  next  issue  to 
express  my  feelings  on  one  of  our  illustri¬ 
ous  hometown  teams,  but  to  the  dismay 
of  my  editors  and  readers,  maybe  I  will 
just  create  a  blog,  because  you  never  know 
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Know  Your  Ra 


Across 

4.  Spanish  conquistador. 

7.  Type  of  blood  cell  that  produces 
antibodies  to  fight  infection. 

9.  The  holiest  of  ancient  Greek 
sites. 

11.  Common  tree  found  in  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

12.  Island  with  the  tallest  building 
in  the  world. 

13.  Head  coach  of  New  York  Gi¬ 
ants. 

14.  Adam  and _ 

15.  48th  mayor  of  Oakland. 

17.  Smooth  criminal. 

21.  Schindler’s  first  name. 

22.  Capital  of  Iraq. 

23.  Apple’s  latest  gizmo. 

25.  Popular  video  sharing  website. 
27.  Walk  the  Line  musician. 

29.  Superman’s  weakness. 

31.  Horror  book  series  by  R.L. 
Stine. 

32.  “It’s  raining _ ,  hallelujah!” 

33.  Cory  Matthew’s  love  interest. 

38.  European  currency 

39.  2006  Miss  America. 

42.  Male  woodcutter. 

43.  Noah  Calhoun. 

44.  Type  of  chocolate. 

45.  Celtics  point  guard. 

Down 

1.  Chinese  rapper. 

2.  Deena  Jones  in  Dreamgirls. 


The  Fun  Page 

Romans  and  R.L.  Stine? 


3.  King  of  the  dead  in  Roman  my¬ 
thology. 

5.  Evolved  form  of  Pikachu. 

6.  “I’ve  got _ on  a  cloudy  day.” 

7.  Actress  who  plays  Hermione. 

8.  Hercules’s  horse. 

10.  Location  of  first  modern  cir- 
cus. 

16.  Prince  William’s  longtime  girl¬ 


friend. 

18.  Luke  Skywalker’s  father. 

19.  “Yo,  I’ll  tell  you  what  I  want, 
what  I  really,  really  want.” 

20.  CEO  of  Apple  Inc. 

24.  “You’re  so _ ,  I  bet  you  think 

this  song  is  about  you.” 

26.  Largest  penguin  species. 

28.  Male  chicken. 


30.  SI  unit. 

32.  Spring  month. 

34.  Pretty  in _ . 

35.  President  of  Microsoft  Co. 

36.  Indiana  Jones. 

37.  Famous  Elmer’s  product. 

40.  Game  in  which  one  yells 
“You’re  It!”. 

41.  John  Lennon’s  widow. 


* 
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Suuji  Wa  Dokushin  Ni  Kagiru! 


Not  yet  a  grand  master? 
Here's  one  for  the  novice! 


Think  you've  got  what  it  takes? 

PROVE  IT. 


Mild 


Fill  in  the  grid  so  that  every  row, 
EVERY  COLUMN,  AND  EVERY  3x3  BOX 
CONTAINS  THE  DIGITS  1  THROUGH  9. 
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Head  Master  Kelley  Announces  Retirement 


By  Olena  Savytska,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Boston  Latin  School’s  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  were  shocked  when,  at  an  early-morn¬ 
ing  meeting  on  February  16,  Head  Master 
Cornelia  Kelley  announced  her  decision  to 
retire  at  the  end  of  this  school  year.  Shortly 
afterwards,  she  revealed  the  news  to  Latin 
School  students  via  BLSTV,  and  informed 
parents  and  alumni  through  email.  The 
surprising  news  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  a  standing 
ovation  in  appreciation 
of  her  outstanding  work 
as  Latin  School’s  Head 
Master  for  the  past  nine 
years. 

Ms.  Kelley,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School’s  first  L 
female  Head  Master, 
has  preserved  Boston 
Latin  School  traditions 
throughout  her  career 
and  worked  to  uphold  its 
reputation  as  a  source  of 
future  leaders.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  honoring  long- 
held  customs,  Ms.  Kelley 
firmly  believes  in  leaving 
a  mark  on  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  individual  lives; 
as  she  often  says,  “begin 
as  you  mean  to  go.” 

Following  Head  Master  Emeritus 
Michael  Contompasis’s  advice,  Ms.  Kelley 
has  done  her  best  to  “leave  {the  school] 
better  than  [she]  found  it.”  Mr.  Contom- 
pasis,  her  predecessor  and  current  super 
intendent  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools,  is 
a  close  friend  and  colleague  of  hers.  Prior 
to  her  promotion,  Ms.  Kelley  worked  as  a 


Latin  teacher  and  an  Assistant  I  lead  Mas¬ 
ter  at  Boston  Latin  for  over  a  decade.  In 
all,  she  has  served  Latin  School  for  a  total 
of  27  years. 

Working  with  students  intellectually 
stimulates  Ms.  Kelley.  Her  experience  at 
Boston  Latin  has  benefited  her  person¬ 
ally  and,  as  she  believes,  helped  keep 
her  young.  She  has  learned  much  from 
students  through  individual  meetings  and 
has  also  enjoyed  her  position,  enjoying  “a 


good  laugh  every  day.”  The  student  body 
certainly  appreciates  Ms.Kelley,  having 
learned  many  valuable  lessons  from  her; 
above  all,  it  has  learned  to  respect  the  rich 
heritage  of  Boston  Latin  School  and  to 
contribute  to  it. 

The  Class  of  2008,  faced  with  the 
prospect  of  parting  with  their  beloved 
Head  Master  shortly  before  graduation, 


showed  their  appreciation  of  her  work 
when  they  circulated  a  petition  in  hopes 
of  persuading  Ms.  Kelley  to  change  her 
mind.  The  members  of  the  Class  of  1944, 
her  honorary  class,  have  told  her  that  she 
is  too  young  to  retire;  the  superintendent, 
too,  claims  that  she  has  “at  least  15  years  to 
go.”  Nevertheless,  Ms.  Kelley  feels  that  “it 
is  time  for  the  next  generation.” 

The  Head  Master  does,  however, 
take  care  to  point  out  that  she  is  not 
retiring;  she  is  simply 
handing  over  the  posi¬ 
tion  and  the  “role  of 
stewardship”  which  it 
embodies.  It  is  not  yet 
known  who  will  be¬ 
come  the  next  Head 
Master. 

“The  superinten¬ 
dent  will  appoint  a  spe¬ 
cial  selection  commit¬ 
tee  [to  rind  a  new  Head 
Master],”  comments 
Mr.  Jim  Montague.  “We 
won’t  know  [who  Ms. 
Kelley’s  successor  will 
be]  until  June.” 

As  Head  Master 
jot  Latin  School,  Ms. 
I  Kelley  must  attend  to 
onumerous  duties,  and 
the  next  Head  Master 
must  have  an  array  of  skills  to  fill  her  shoes. 
In  her  opinion,  the  most  important  quality 
for  a  Head  Master  is  loyalty — loyalty  to  the 
rich  tradition  of  Boston  Latin  School. 

Ms.  Kelley,  as  she  herself  admits, 
often  receives  strange  questions  from 
students.  All  these  questions  probably  boil 
down  to  “how  do  you  do  what  you  do?”  As 
Head  Master,  Ms.  Kelley  often  appears 


very  formal  and  stern.  Most  students,  how¬ 
ever,  are  well  aware  of  her  good  intentions 
and  are  familiar  with  her  kindness.  As  Ms. 
Kelley  remarked  in  her  announcement  on 
February  16,  “The  position  of  Head  Master 
of  the  Latin  School  is  one  of  stewardship 
and  it  has  brought  me  great  joy”  She  has 
been  passionate  about  her  position  as 
Head  Master,  for  it  is,  in  essence,  that  of 
guarding  and  protecting  the  success  of  the 
Latin  School.  She  enjoys  watching  new 
students  enter  the  school  and,  eventually, 
cross  the  stage  in  June  of  their  senior  year. 
Latin  School’s  pride  is  her  personal  pride, 
the  school’s  spirit  her  own. 

The  Head  Master’s  career  has  been 
very  active  and,  at  times,  extremely  stress- 
fill.  She  has  managed  to  change  80  percent 
of  the  faculty  makeup.  As  a  result,  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  current  faculty  is  composed  of 
former  BLS  graduates.  Ms.  Kelley  has  also 
been  thoroughly  involved  in  the  alumni  as¬ 
sociation,  attending  alumni  events  all  over 
the  country  She  hopes  to  be  active  in  the 
planning  of  the  school’s  375th  anniversary 
in  2010. 

For  Ms.  Kelley,  the  most  challenging 
aspects  of  her  job  involve  often  unpleasant 
decisions  concerning  student  discipline 
and  the  school  budget.  As  she  herself  ad¬ 
mits,  hers  is  “a  lonely  position.” 

The  students  and  the  faculty  of 
Boston  Latin  School  will  undoubtedly  miss 
Ms.  Kelley.  Yet  Ms.  Kelley’s  spirit  will  be 
forever  present  at  Boston  Latin  School. 
She  reminds  the  students,  “Boston  Latin 
School  is  a  special  place  and  it  is  so  because 
of  all  of  you.  I  want  you  to  realize  how  lucky' 
you  are  to  be  here,  work  hard  and  achieve 
greatness  and  return  in  glory  to  enhance 
the  institution  for  following  generations.” 
She  adds,  “1  shall  miss  all  of  you.” 


Art  History  Offered  as  New  Course 


By  Gregory  Wong,  I 

Staff  Writer 


f  or  lovers  of  Monet,  Manet,  Degas 
or  Titian,  the  History  department  has 
decided  to  add  a  new  art  history  course 
as  an  elective  choice  for  students  in  Class 
II  and  I  in  the  2007-2008  school  year.  As 
described  by  Ms.  Judi  Freeman,  Facing 
History  and  Ourselves  instructor  who  will 
also  be  teaching  the  new  course  next  year, 
art  history  will  be  an  intensely  integrated 
look  at  the  analysis  of  art  “through  the 
lens  of  the  history  of  culture.”  In  it,  she 
explained,  students  will  learn  how  to  “see 
the  expression  of  virtually  every  era  [in] 
contemporary  society.”  Art  History,  how¬ 
ever,  is  a  rather  different  course  largely 
because  students  will  have  to  pick  up  new 
and  complex  terminology  in  the  realm  of 
aesthetics — contrapposto,  tint  and  nega¬ 


tive  space,  to  name  just  a  few — in  addition 
to  learning  to  approach  art  in  ways  they 
may  never  before  have  considered. 

The  goal  of  this  course,  as  Ms.  Free¬ 
man  puts  it,  is  for 
her  students  to 
“recognize  major 
works  of  art,  to 
talk  about  them  in 
an  articulate  fash¬ 
ion  and  to  place 
them  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  world  cul¬ 
ture  and  history.” 

The  course  will 
be  taught  chrono¬ 
logically,  starting 
with  ancient  art 
and  ending  with 
contemporary,  or 
modern,  art.  The  class  will  be  more  con¬ 


centrated  on  19th  and  20th  century  art  in 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  since  that 
is  Ms.  Freeman’s  specialty,  but  she  insists 
that  they  will  be  studying  everythi  ng. 

Some  of  the 
topics  stu¬ 
dents  should 
expect  will 
be  Egyptian 
art  (King  Tut 
to  Neferti- 
ti),  Japanese 
prints  (Fliro- 
shige,  Utama¬ 
ro),  Da  Vinci, 
Michelangelo 
and  the  Sis- 
gtine  Chapel, 
“Raphael  and 
Dutch  17th 
century  painting,  including  Vermeer,  Pi¬ 


COURSE  COVERS  ANCIENT  TO  COMTEMPORARY  ART 


casso,  Jackson  Pollock,  Andy  Warhol  and 
Mark  Rothko. 

Her  students  will  participate  in  a 
plethora  of  activities  in  the  course:  Ms. 
Freeman  is  preparing  to  take  her  students 
to  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  the  Isabella 
Stewart  Gardner  Museum,  the  Fogg  Art 
Museum  at  Harvard  University  and  the 
Institute  of  Contemporary  Art  on  a 
regular  basis.  In  addition  to  exploring  lo¬ 
cal  art,  she  plans  to  tour  New  York  with 
her  students  to  see  some  of  the  best  art 
galleries  in  the  country,  ranging  from  the 
Metropolitan  to  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art  and  the  Frick  Art  Museum.  They  will 
also  be  reading  heavily  detailed  thousand- 
page  textbooks  and  examining  BLS  alum¬ 
nus  Ray  Nasher’s  sculpture  collection,  one 
of  the  world’s  greatest  according  to 

Art  History  Offered 
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Global  News  Tidbits 


the  cremation  till  she  tied  the  knot 
with  him,”  Kapadia  said.  (Reuters) 


»  An  Indian  woman  married  her  lover’s 
corpse  after  he  died  by  falling  down  a  well. 
“The  girl  was  dressed  as  a  bride  and  then  as 
a  widow,”  said  K.M.  Kapadia,  a  police  officer. 
Hie  despairing  woman,  after  obtaining  her 
parents’  approval,  decided  to  marry  the  corpse 
a  few  minutes  before  the  cremation.  “Thegid 
refused  to  give  away  the  body  of  her  lover  for 


»  Ramona  Williams,  42,  mistakenly  called 
the  cops  when  she  was  looking  for  a  cocaine 
dealer  this  month.  She  used  a  number  on  her 
son’s  cell  phone  but  discovered  that  she  had 
actually  phoned  the  police.  Afterwards,  Wil¬ 
liams  was  arrested  for  possession  of  the  drugs 
with  intent  to  distribute,  according  to  Lt.  Mike 
Woodruff  of  Durant,  OK.  (AP) 


»  Dozens  of  chickens  from  a  village  in  West 
Bengal  were  recently  consumed  by  a  meat- 
loving  domestic  cow.  When  48  chickens 
disappeared  in  a  month,  Ajit  Ghosh,  owner  of 
the  chickens,  stood  guard  at  night  and  caught 
his  calf  gobbling  up  the  chickens  alive,  to  his 
immense  shock.  “We  watched  in  horror  as  the 
calf,  whom  wc  had  fondly  named  Iul,  [snuck] 
to  the  coop  and  [grabbed]  the  little  ones  with 
the  precision  of  a  junglecat,”  said  Gour  ( Ihosh, 
Ajit  s  brother.  (Reuters) 


»  Mayan  priests  purified  an  archaeological 
site  in  Guatemala  to  rid  it  of  “bad  spirits” 
after  President  George  W.  Bush  visited  last 
week.  “That  a  person  like  [Bush],  with  the 
persecution  of  our  migrant  brothers  in  the 
United  States,  with  the  wars  he  has  provoked, 
[walked]  in  our  sacred  lands,  is  an  offense  for 
the  Mayan  people  and  their  culture,”  said 
JuanTiney,  the  director  of  a  nongovernmental 
organization  affiliated  with  Mayan  religious 
and  political  leaders.  (AP) 
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A  Message  from  Mr.  Keitt: 

In  this  time  of  loss,  it  is  a  great  help  to  belong  to  a  community  as  caring  and 
supportive  as  Boston  Latin.  Many  of  you,  both  faculty  and  students,  have  sent 
cards  of  condolence  and  expressed  sympathy  in  so  many  ways.  I  am  truly  fortunate 
to  have  such  friends  and  I  thank  you  for  all  that  you  have  done. 

Sincerely, 
Sylvester  Keitt 


BTU  Agrees  to  New 


By  Morgon  Banks,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


On  March  14,  2007,  after  13  months 
of  deliberation,  the  Boston  Teachers’ 
Union  (BTU)  reached  a  settlement  with 
the  Boston  Public  Schools  Committee  on 
its  new  fouryear  contract.  News  of  the 
resolution  came  as  a  relief  for  many  after 
negotiations  had  been  prolonged.  The 
delays  were  caused  by  a  number  of  dis¬ 
putes  between  the  two  parties,  primarily 
concerning  salaries,  health  insurance  and 
class  size. 

Since  both 
sides  initially 
seemed  unwilling 
to  compromise 
on  these  key  is¬ 
sues  prior  to  the 
agreement,  the 
BTU  had  dis¬ 
cussed  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  one-day 
strike  to  put  pres¬ 
sure  on  manage¬ 
ment  and  demon¬ 
strate  its  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the 
state  of  affairs. 

As  February  14, 
the  date  set  for 
BTU  members  to 
vote  either  for  or 
against  a  strike, 
approached,  the 
BPS  Committee 
appeared  to  be  resolute  on  its  position  and 
a  strike  seemed  imminent.  Yet,  surpris¬ 
ingly  to  some,  the  strike  was  averted  when 
the  Committee  expressed  a  willingness  to 
compromise  at  the  last  minute.  Instead, 
an  estimated  2,000  BTU  members  voted 
to  reconvene  at  a  later  date,  at  which 


time  they  were  to  discuss  a  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  and,  if  need  be,  revisit  the  idea  of  a 
strike. 

These  measures  proved  unnecessary, 
however.  On  February  28,  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  BTU  approved  the  contract 
set  forth  by  the  Boston  Public  Schools, 
and  on  March  14,  the  contract  was  ratified 
by  the  rest  of  the  BTU.  While  the  BTU 
avoided  resorting  to  a  strike,  the  threat 
of  using  such  tactics,  according  to  Mr. 
Malcolm  Flynn,  “...helps  negotiations  pro¬ 
ceed  more  expeditiously”  This  approach, 

largely  backed 
by  the  massive 
support  of  the 
BTU,  did  seem 
to  be  effective 
in  persuading 
the  BPS  Com¬ 
mittee  to  com¬ 
ply  with  some 
of  the  BTU’s 
demands.  Had 
the  union  vot¬ 
ed  to  strike, 
the  city  would 
have  been 
obliged  to  pass 
a  $60,000  con¬ 
tingency  plan 
in  order  to 

cn 

3  provide  for  the 
2  approximately 
§57,000  stu- 
odents  forced 
to  stay  home. 
In  order  to  prevent  this  ordeal,  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  Commission  opted  for 
compromise  instead. 

The  contract  offered  amendments 
on  many  of  the  major  points  of  conten¬ 
tion  between  the  two  groups.  It  resolved 
that  class  size  would  not  be  increased,  due 


Contract 

to  teachers’  concern  about  the  quality  of 
education  they  could  feasibly  provide; 
the  increase  would  have  exacerbated 
the  already-problematic  overcrowding 
situation.  Under  the  contract,  class  sizes 
will  actually  decrease  by  two  students  at 
certain  schools.  In  addition,  teachers’ 
current  salaries  will  be  raised  gradually 
13-14  percent  by  August  2010.  Teachers, 
however,  will  be  expected  to  contribute 
an  additional  10-15  percent  of  the  cost  of 
health  insurance. 

Regarding  negotiations,  Mayor 
Thomas  Menino  stated,  “We  are  proud  of 
the  agreement  that  has  been  reached  with 
the  Boston  Teachers  Union  and  appreci¬ 
ate  their  support.”  This  sentiment  was 
universal,  as  both  parties  seemed  content 
with  the  developments. 

Still,  certain  issues  are  not  com¬ 
pletely  resolved.  One  remaining  problem 
for  the  BTU  is  the  $120,000  fine  issued 
by  the  State  Labor  Relations  Commission, 
which  the  union  incurred  when  it  ignored 
the  court  injunction  to  cease  planning  the 
strike.  Richard  Stutman,  the  president 
of  the  BTU,  hopes  to  have  this  offense 
repealed.  “The  Union’s  next  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  will  be  appealing  the  fine,  the  Labor 
Commission’s  actions  and  the  attempt  to 
squash  free  speech  and  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,”  he  stated. 

Others,  such  as  BTU  member  Marc 
Seiden,  also  feel  this  punishment  is  unjust. 
“‘Illegal’  is  not  synonymous  with  ‘wrong,’” 
he  argued,  “In  fact  it  is  the  civil  disobedi¬ 
ence  of  organized  people  who  break  the 
law  for  what  they  know  is  just  who  help  us 
come  to  terms  with  what  is  actually  right.” 
While  this  issue  has  been  overshadowed 
by  the  more  pressing  matter  of  finalizing 
the  contract,  the  BTU  plans  to  turn  its  full 
attention  on  repealing  the  fine  when  the 
negotiations  are  officially  completed. 
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New  BLS  Visits  Its  Roots 


By  Michelle  Howard,  V 
&  Sarah  Stutman,  V 

Contributing  Writers 


On  February  6,  Michelle  Principi 
(V)  took  to  the  stage  to  perform  her  piece 
for  public  declamation.  Clearly  notice¬ 
able  in  the  audience  were  around  60 
students  clad  in  “regal  purple 
ties”,  purple  sweatshirts  and 
other  white-and-purple  themed 
paraphernalia. 

“They  had  to  wear  uni¬ 
forms,”  said  Principi,  “actu¬ 
ally,  they  looked  like  sixies.” 

These  students  belong  to  a 
group  of  sixty-three  who  make 
up  the  first  freshmen  class  of 
the  Brooklyn  Latin  School,  a 
recently  established  institu¬ 
tion  that  gives  “BLS”  a  second 
meaning.  The  New  Yorkrbased 
exam  school  is  modeled  upon 
its  namesake,  the  Boston  Latin 
School.  In  early  November  of 
2006,  the  new  BLS  opened  its 
doors  to  the  selected  students 
who  excelled  on  the  SHSEE 
(Specialized  High  School  En¬ 
trance  Exam),  the  equivalent  of 
the  ISEE  (Independent  School 
Entrance  Exam). 

There  are  actually  no  “six¬ 
ies,”  or  seventh  graders,  at  the  Brooklyn 
Latin  School,  and  will  never  be  any.  Their 
lowest  grade  (and  currently  the  only  grade) 
at  their  school  is  ninth  grade;  though 
administrators  plan  on  adding  one  grade 
every  year  until  they  reach  the  twelfth,  the 
school  will  not  be  adding  lower  grades. 

Even  before  the  school  opened,  Ms. 
Kelley  discussed  the  possibility  of  a  visit 
with  the  Head  Master  of  the  new  school, 
Jason  Griffiths.  She  “suggested  they  come 
when  we  do  declamation,”  said  Mr.  Flynn, 
to  “get  an  idea  of  the  tradition  they’re 
continuing.”  As  a  result,  Brooklyn  Latin 
students,  accompanied  by  six  teachers 
and  their  Head  Master,  Jason  Griffiths, 


decided  to  spend  a  day  at  Boston  Latin. 
While  the  visit  was  planned  to  be  earlier 
than  the  third  public  declamation,  “it 
worked  out  because  it  was  the  one  when 
our  Class  IV  went  to  watch.”  Scheduled 
activities  included  attendance  at  public 
declamation  as  Ms.  Kelley  had  suggested, 
as  well  as  a  general  meeting  in  the  Seevak 


conference  room  and  tours  of  the  school 
conducted  by  Boston  Latin. 

Zareen  Hossain  (I), .one  of  the 
students  in  charge  of  the  tours,  reflected 
positively  on  the  visit,  commenting 
that  “both  teachers  and  students  were 
very  impressed.  The  tours  of  the  school 
helped  them  realize  what  kind  of  a  place 
they  wanted  Brooklyn  Latin  to  be,”  she 
explained.  “They  saw  what  a  great  com¬ 
munity  this  school  is  because  of  how 
supportive  the  faculty  is  and  how  hard 
working  the  students  are.” 

Mr.  Flynn  also  related  the  success 
of  the  trip,  saying  there  was  “no  distur 
bance  created.  The  students  blended  in, 


and  showed  a  great  interest  in  being  here 
and  seeing  what  it  is  like.  They  were  very 
happy  with  the  visit,  and  had  good  hosts 
and  hostesses.” 

Though  Brooklyn  Latin  is  similar  to 
Boston  Latin  in  some  aspects,  it  differenti¬ 
ates  itself  in  others.  Besides  the  school  col¬ 
ors,  the  initials  of  the  school,  the  fact  that 
the  lunch  room  is  referred 
to  as  a  “dining  hall”  and  the 
principle  the  “headmaster,” 
the  only  similarities  are 
the  courses  required,  such 
as  four  years  of  Latin.  The 
students  at  Brooklyn  Latin 
are  not  only  required  to 
wear  uniforms  to  classes, 
as  they  did  on  their  visit 
to  Boston  Latin,  they  must 
also  wear  gym  uniforms.  In 
addition,  they  have  to  refer 
to  their  male  teachers  as 
Magister  and  their  female 
teachers  as  Magistra.  They 
call  the  restroom  the  Latri- 
na  and  study  hall  Conclave 
Congnitionibus. 

2  The  idea  to  create 

O 

<the  Brooklyn  Latin  School 
^originated  with  Republics 
|  Inc.,  a  program  that  finds 
| highly  performing  public 
schools  in  the  U.S.  and 
replicates  them.  Boston  Latin  is  famous 
for  its  history,  and  was  instantly  conceived 
by  Replications  Inc.  as  the  ideal  model 
for  what  Brooklyn  Latin  School  could 
become.  The  main  goal  in  founding  Brook¬ 
lyn  Latin  was  to  cultivate  students  who 
otherwise  would  be  educated  in  poorly 
performing  schools. 

Replications  Inc.  intended  “to  start 
a  school  that  concentrated  on  the  clas¬ 
sics  and  that  would  provide  all  students, 
especially  minority  students,  with  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  take  challenging  courses  that 
would  prepare  them  for  college  and  be¬ 
yond,"  explained  Joseph  Colletti,  a  special 
representative  for  educational  programs 


at  the  United  Federation  of  Teachers  in 
New  York  City.  This  method  of  creating 
schools  has  proven  particularly  effective  in 
Republican,  Inc.'s  past  projects,  because 
it  eliminates  the  “trial  and  error”  factor 
that  so  often  plagues  those  who  set  out  to 
create  new  schools  from  scratch. 

With  only  sixty-three  students 
enrolled  as  of  now,  the  school  boasts  an 
impressive  studenuteacher  ratio  of  10:1. 
When  asked  about  why  the  school  has 
such  a  small  populationl,  Mr.  Colletti 
explained,  “They  did  have  some  problems 
getting  word  out  to  parents  about  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  philosophy  of  the  school  so  the 
number  of  students  who  applied  was  low. 
They  were  also  not  sure  where  they  would 
be  located  until  the  summer  before  they 
opened,  so  that  didn't  help.”  He  added, 
however,  that  he  “believe[s]  they  have 
overcome  those  problems."  The  school 
will  remain  relatively  small  in  population 
in  the  future,  though  the  campus  will  be 
expanded  with  the  addition  of  new  facili¬ 
ties  like  a  library. 

Though  many  plans  are  still  in  the 
works,  Brooklyn  Latin  faculty  and  stu¬ 
dents  have  already  established  important 
aspects  of  their  school,  such  as  extracur¬ 
ricular  activities.  Students  are  able  to 
participate  in  clubs  such  as  Robotics  Club, 
Engineering  Club,  Dance  Club,  Drama 
Club,  Sports  Committee,  Brooklyn  Latin 
Culture  Club,  Student  Government,  Re¬ 
cruiting  Club  and  the  Service  Club.  They 
also  have  athletics  after  school  including 
basketball,  softball,  yoga  and  even  speed 
walking. 

While  another  visit  is  not  currently 
being  planned,  it  “could  very  well  happen," 
said  Mr.  Flynn.  "This  one  was  unique, 
because  there  was  only  [Brooklyn  Latin's 
ninth  grade];  the  whole  school  could 
participate."  Although  there  will  be  too 
many  students  for  the  entire  school  to 
visit  in  three  years,  it  will  also  have  a  full 
high  school,  as  well  as  the  unique  task  of 
continuing  Boston  Latin's  tradition  while 
creating  their  own. 
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Art  History  Offered 

Continued  from  page  1  _ _ 

Ms.  Freeman.  Many  films  directly  relevant 
to  subject  content  are  also  included  in  the 
planned  course  syllabus. 

Ms.  Freeman  admitted  that  she  has 
“always  wanted  to  teach  an  art  history 
course  at  BLS,’1  since  all  of  her  undergrad¬ 
uate  and  graduate 
work  has  been  in 
the  History  of  Art; 
she  has  earned  de¬ 
grees  from  Vassar, 

Johns  Hopkins, 

Yale  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Lon¬ 
don:  Courtauld 
Institute  of  Art. 

Many  of  her  stu¬ 
dents  know  that 
before  becoming 
a  Facing  History 
teacher,  Ms.  Free¬ 
man  worked  as  a 
museum  curator 
for  fifteen  years 

at  nationally  renowned  art  galleries  and 
museums  in  New  York,  Washington  D.C., 
Portland  and  Los  Angeles.  She  said  that 
her  experiences  have  been  “fascinating, 
because  the  museum  world  is  its  own 
universe.”  Ms.  Freeman  has  already  taught 
art  history  at  the  university  level  to  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  University  of  Los  Angeles,  the 
University  of  Southern  California,  and  at 
her  graduate  alma  mater,  Yale  University. 
Her  eight  published  books  on  art  history 
range  from  Fauvism  to  Dada,  surrealist 
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NUMEROUS  TEXTS  WILL  BE  UTILIZED 


word-images  to  Picasso.  In  addition  to 
those  accomplishments,  she  was  also  a 
Fulbright  scholar  in  the  History  of  Art 
in  France  from  1982  to  1983. 

•  Ms.  Freeman  will  be  relinquishing 
control  of  one  of  the  five  Facing  History 
courses  she  already  teaches  in  order  to 
make  room  in  her  schedule  for  her  Art 
History  class;  she  is  currently  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  trying  to  find  a  suitable 
candidate  to  take  over  for  her. 
Although  some  students  fear 
“it  won’t  be  the  same  without 
her,”  Ms.  Freeman  asserts,  “I 
am  not  worried,  because  I  am 
too  passionate  about  {Facing 
History}  to  let  anything  bad 
happen  to  it.” 

Because  the  new  course  is 
so  different  in  its  style  of  teach¬ 
ing — Art  History  is  mainly 
taught  in  the  dark,  involves 
|many  activities  outside  of  the 
Iclassroom  and  coalesces  lec¬ 
tures  with  Socratic  Seminars — 
there  is  the  expectation  that  it 
will  not  be  received  with  much 
interest  in  its  first  year.  Nonetheless, 
as  there  will  only  be  one  section  of  Art 
History,  spots  for  the  class  may  have  to 
be  chosen  by  lottery.  Ms.  Freeman  seri¬ 
ously  doubts  that  “more  than  31  people 
will  want  to  take  the  course,”  but  added, 
“it  could  come  to  that.”  In  that  case,  a 
lottery  would  be  “the  only  fair  thing,” 
she  expressed.  The  information  session 
for  the  new  course  will  be  on  Monday, 
March  26  from  2:20  to  3:00  in  the  Seeyak 
Seminar  Room. 


Upcoming  Events 

The  Wolfpack  Volunteers  will  be 

HOLDING  A  FOOD  FESTIVAL  ON  APRIL 

10th.  funds  raised  will  go  to 
support  “invisible  Children”,  an 

ORGANIZATION  TO  RAISE  AWARENESS 
FOR  AND  PREVENT  CHILDREN  IN 

Africa  from  being  kidnapped  and 

CONDITIONED  INTO  CHILD  SOLDIERS. 

A.S.I.A.  WILL  BE  HOSTING  ITS  ANNUAL 
ASIAN  NIGHT  SHOW  ON  MAY  4TH. 
TICKETS  SELL  FOR  $5  FOR  THE  SHOW 
ALONE,  OR  $7  FOR  BOTH  THE  SHOW 
AND  DINNER.  DOORS  OPEN  AT  5:30, 
AND  THE  SHOW  WILL  BEGIN  AT  6:00. 

Come  and  see  your  friends  perform 

A  VARIETY  SKITS,  DANCES,  SONGS,  AND 
MORE.  CONTACT  RAYMOND  YU  IN 
HOMEROOM  215  FOR  TICKETS  OR  MORE 

INFORMATION. 
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Criminal  Control  Iraqi  Injustice  System 


By  Theresa  Cleary,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


We  have  been  hearing  more  and 
more  about  environmental  issues  in  the 
media  recently:  global  warming,  depletion 
of  natural  resources  and  pollution,  to  name 
a  few.  Many  believe  that  “overpopulation” 
is  largely  to  blame  for  these  environmen¬ 
tal  crises.  In  the  last  issue  of  the  Argo,  Jo 
Werba  (I)  argued  that  birth  control  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  used  to  thwart  the  grow¬ 
ing  popu 
lation  and 
therefore 
prevent  a 
future  en¬ 
vironmen¬ 
tal  crisis  in 
her  article, 

“Human¬ 
ity,  The 
Fast-Tick¬ 
ing  Time 
Bomb.” 

Such  co- 
ercive 
methods 
of  birth 
control,. 


There  are  environmental  problems 

WHICH  NEED  SOLVING,  BUT  THEY  ARE  NOT 
CAUSED  BY  OVERPOPULATION  AND  CANNOT  BE 
SOLVED  BY  POPULATION  CONTROL.  WASTEFUL 
USE  OF  PROSPERITY,  AND  NOT  POPULATION,  IS 
DEPLETING  OUR  RESOURCES. 


population  at  “replacement”  level.  Many 
European  countries,  like  Germany,  Eng¬ 
land  and  Italy,  as  well  as  some  Asian  coun¬ 
tries,  like  Japan  and  South  Korea,  have  low 
birth  rates.  The  average  is  1.64  in  England, 
1.39  in  Japan,  and,  frighteningly,  as  low  as 
1.2  in  South  Korea.  If  this  trend  continues, 
the  number  of  dependent  elderly  people 
will  outnumber  the  young  people  work¬ 
ing  to  support  them.  Philip  Longman,  a 
frequent  writer  on  demographic  issues, 
argues  that  if  birth  rates  continue  to  de- 

cline,  “soon 
enough 
there  are 
fewer  pro- 
d  u  c  t  i  v  e 
workers  as 
well,  while 
there  are 
also  more 
and  more 
dependent 
elderly,  each 
of  whom 
consumes 
far  more 
resources 
than  a  child 
.does.”  As 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


It  has  now  been  several  months 
since  the  marred  execution  of  Saddam 
Hussein.  The  former  dictator’s  hanging 
was  recorded  on  a  camera  phone  and 
subsequently  released  to  the  press  and 
on  the  internet.  Whoever  released  this 
footage  had  no  regard  for  propriety,  and 
the  guards  at  the  execution  were  not 
exactly  polite  either,  as  exposed  by  the 
video,  which  shows  them  taunting  Sad¬ 


however,  do  not  solve  any- environmental 
problems,  and  they  even  cause  serious 
economic  and  demographic  issues.  On  a 
more  basic  human  level,  no  government 
has  the  right  to  tell  a  woman  how  many 
children  she  should  or  should  not  have: 
this  is  tyrannical  and  in  severe  violation 
of  human  rights.  True,  there  are  environ¬ 
mental  problems  which  need  solving,  but 
they  are  not  caused  by  overpopulation 
and  cannot  be  solved  by  population  con¬ 
trol.  Wasteful  use  of  prosperity,  and  not 
population,  is  depleting  our  resources. 
Change  must  happen  on  a  smaller  level: 
simply  put,  the  prosperous  must  avoid 
being  wasteful. 

Despite  what  is  often  heard,  aver 
age  birth  rates  of  many  countries  have 
dropped  to  dangerous  levels,  and  if  this 
continues,  it  could  mean  serious  problems 
for  these  nations.  Demographers  have 
calculated  that,  on  average,  a  woman  must 
have  2.1  children  in  order  to  maintain  the 


reported  by  American  journalist  Michael 
Specter,  “by  2050,  according  to  data  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  European  Union,  there  will  be 
nearly  twice  as  many  old  people  as  young 
people.”  This  problem  has  already  hit  Ja¬ 
pan:  in  2005,  the  “number  of  people  aged . 
70  exceeded  the  number  of  io-yearolds.” 
Future  population  growth  in  our  world 
will  not  be  a  result  of  higher  birth  rates, 
but  a  result  of  longer  lifespans. 

Population  control  measures  have 
not  only  contributed  to  an  unnatural  im¬ 
balance  in  age  groups,  but  also  have  led  to 
even  more  serious  concerns  in  countries 
like  China  and  India:  namely,  female  in¬ 
fanticide.  In  these  traditional  societies, 
male  children  are  preferred  over  female 
children,  and  when  a  family  is  legally 
forbidden  to  have  more  than  one  child, 
many  families  voluntarily  kill  or  abandon 

Criminal  Control 

Continued  on  page  6 


A  CROWD  PROTESTS  THE  EXECUTION  OF  SADDAM  HUSSEIN 


dam.  This  snippet  has  inflamed  the  Sunni 
community,  adding  fuel  to  the  smoldering 
fire  of  Iraq.  Weeks  later,  two  codefendants 
in  Hussein’s  trial  were  executed  in  the 
same  building  as  Saddam  had  been.  This 
time,  although  no  camera  documented 
the  execution,  witnesses  reported  that 
the  hangman  conducted  the  execution 
improperly  and  decapitated  one  of  them. 
These  executions  raise  more  unnerving 
questions  about  the  qualifications  and  the 
impartiality  of  those  involved  in  the  Iraqi 
justice  system;  this  is  especially  worrisome 
when  such  sensitive  cases  are  tried. 

During  his  rule,  Saddam  used  the 
justice  system  as  a  tool  of  terror  and 
intimidation,  condemning  anyone  who 
dared  to  oppose  him.  After  the  U.S.  inva¬ 
sion  in  2003,  the  entire  system  was  rebuilt 
with  the  intention  of  providing  fair  trials 
for  all  accused.  This  idealistic  vision  has 
not  yet  been  achieved,  and  biased  courts 
prevail.  Ever  since  the  reinstatement  of 


the  death  penalty  in  2005,  which  was 
brought  to  the  public’s  attention  with 
the  three  aforementioned  executions, 
this  notion  of  “justice”  seems  to  be  only 
a  dream. 

Since  the  invasion,  the  Coalition 
Forces  abolished  the  Revolutionary,  Spe¬ 
cial  and  National  Security  Courts,  which 
had  been  strictly  controlled  by  Hussein. 
The  coalition  forces  established  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Criminal  Court  of  Iraq  in  its  place. 
This  new  court,  however,  has  so  far  proved 
itself  to  be  little  better  than  its  prede¬ 
cessor,  and  its  actions 
have  more  in  common 
with  a  witch  hunt  than 
with  the  proceedings 
of  a  legitimate  court 
of  law.  This  unsound 
judicial  system  has  led 
to  the  unlawful  arrests 
of  Iraqis  who  protest 
against  the  occupation 
and  the  government. 
These  prisoners  are 
^usually  transported 
| to  remote  detention 
jS  centers,  where  they 
ghave  almost  no  hope 
of  receiving  a  fair  trial. 
The  Iraqi  judicial  sys¬ 
tem,  which  is  supposed  to  be  protecting 
its  citizens  from  such  abuses  of  power, 
does  nothing  about  this.  In  addition,  the 
court  cannot  try  members  of  the  coali¬ 
tion  forces  if  they  violate  laws  in  Iraq. 
This  loophole  represents  a  slippery  slope 
that  could  lead  to  abuses  of  power  by  our 
soldiers.  Although  their  mandate  is  the 
protection  of  Iraqis,  without  the  over¬ 
sight  of  the  law,  in  this  chaotic  situation 
they  could  easily  become  the  source  of 
oppression. 

After  the  reinstatement  of  capital 
punishment  in  May  2005,  over  60  people 
have  been  executed,  most  for  carrying 
out  acts  of  terrorism.  Although  there  are 
certain  restrictions  on  the  death  penalty, 
such  as  a  rule  against  executing  people 


Iraqi  Injustice  System 
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Help  Offe(red)  by  Product  Red 


By  Ying  Wang,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Can  a  T-shirt  really  change  the 
world?  The  Gap’s  new  awareness  campaign 
to  combat  AIDS  in  Africa,  Product  Red, 
is  doing  just  that — making  a  difference. 
There  are  plenty  of  critics  out  there  who 
would  be  quick  to  dispute  such  a  claim, 
but  Product  Red  is  without  a  doubt  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  Never  before  has 
the  Western  world  engaged  in  such  a  vis¬ 
ible  effort  to  combat  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
It  is  a  good  indicator  that  we  are  slowly 
byt  surely-  gaining  greater  awareness  of 
glolwl  issues. 

For  every  item  that  is  sold  from,  the 
Product  Red  line,  half  of  the  profit  fed# 
that  sale  goes  to  jhe  company  that  PMilu-) 
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money  from  the  Product  Red  campaign 
as  long  as  charities  still 
benefit  from  more  fund¬ 
ing  and  advertising?  It 
really  should  not  make  a  £ 
difference  either  way. 

Campaign  found¬ 
ers,  Bobby  Shriver  and 
Bono  of  U2  launched 
the  Product  Red  cam¬ 
paign  with  the  intent  to 
help  the  HIV-positive 
women  and  children 
of  Africa,  and  in  the 
process  made  it  “cool” 
to  show  concern  for 
global  affairs.  The  elon- 
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is  donated  to  the  Global  Fund,  a  char-  tributed  roughly  $18  million — an  amount 

that  many  claim  to  be  too  minuscule 
to  make  any  sort  of  a  difference  in  the 
fight  against  the  virus.  Even  those  crit¬ 
ics,  however,  cannot  deny  the  powerful 
message  the  Red  campaign  sends  to  the 
general  public.  Whether  contributions 
from  Product  Red  amount  to  $18  million 
or  $100  million,  the  campaign’s  concept 
of  raising  awareness  is  golden.  Blending 
social  networking  and  a  global  crisis, 
retailers  and  charities  both  benefit  from 
the  campaign.  Product  Red  reinforces  the 
idea  that  we,  the  civilians  and  consumers, 
can  make  a  difference.  By  choosing  to 
purchase  their  items,  we  are  promoting 
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Food  Fight! 


Should  fast  food  restaurants  be  allowed  to  sell 
their  food  in  the  Dining  Hall? 


By  Queen  Arsem-O'Malley,  III 

Staff  Writer 


After  a  hard  day  at  school,  what  could  be  better  than 
settling  in  for  a  long  lunch  period  (20  minutes,  15  if  you  walk 
slow)  with  some  friends  (except  the  ones  who  got  stuck  with 
the  lunch  rotation  no  one’s  in)  and  good  food  (fruity,  super 
swCet  Snapple  juice  and  greasy  pizza — on  a  good  day).  Sounds 
like  fun,  doesn’t  it? 

If  food  producers  beyond  the  companies  approved  by  the 
state  government  were  to  sell  their  products  in  the  Dining  Hall, 
lunch  could  be  much  more  enjoyable.  First  of  all,  you  could  have 
delicious  food.  Second  of  all,  from  a  strictly  logistical  point  of 
view,  the  ratio  of  lunch  lines  to  students  is  what,  1:100?  If  there 
were  outside  food  sources,  fewer  people  would  be  in  each  line, 
meaning  that  students  would  get  their  lunches  faster.  I  do  not 
know  how  many  times  I  have  seen  students  wait  in  line  for  10 
minutes,  and  then  have  to  eat  at  warp  speed. 

We  are  not  begging  for  a  “Supersize  Me”  dining  hall 
here,  but  compared  to  many  other  high  schools’  open-campus 
lunch  option,  we  have  got  nothing.  At  our  “college  preparatory 
school,”  we  are  expected  to  be  able  to  get  ourselves  to  school  on 
time,  be  prepared  for  class,  succeed  in  six  academic  classes  and 
manage  the  workload  so  that  there  is  time  for  extracurricular 
activities.  But  we  are  not  able  to  decide  what  kinds  of  food  we 
can  eat  at  lunch. 

Speaking  of  college,  the  “Freshman  15”  is  right  around 
the  corner.  The  dreaded  weight  put  on  by  freshmen  in  college 
is  not  just  a  result  of  overeating,  but  also  because  of  stress  and 
irregular  schedules.  A  major  factor  is  that  for  the  first  time,  stu¬ 
dents  have  the  freedom  to  eat  whatever  they  want  at  school.  If 
students  were  given  this  freedom  in  high  school,  while  there  are 
still  rigid  schedules  and  the  supervision  of  guardians  at  home, 
kids  could  learn  to  choose  healthy  food,  even  when  faced  with 
tempting  options. 

I  know  what  you’re  thinking:  we  don’t  need  unhealthy 
burgers  and  greasy  fries  clogging  up  our  arteries/Dining  Hall.  But 
who  says  that  other  food  options  need  to  be  unhealthy?  Many 
schools  have  salad  bars,  juice  bars  and  even  fresh  sushi  offered  in 
their  dining  halls  as  alternatives  to  chips  and  pizza.  One  or  more 
of  these  options  would  be  helpful  to  students  who  are  vegetar 
ians  or  have  other  strict  dietary  restrictions.  Some  students  who 
currently  end  up  snacking  instead  of  eating  a  full  meal  because 
there’s  nothing  appetizing  would  eat  bigger  lunches.  This  could 
also  cut  down  on  the  amount  of  covert  in-class  nibbling  because 
students  would  have  eaten  enough  for  lunch. 

We  do  go  to  a  public  school,  however:  how  could  we  afford 
this?  Chances  are  that  students  would  be  willing  to  pay  more  for 
the  food  that’s  being  brought  in.  They’re  willing  to  spend  money 
before  school  at  the  truck  in  the  parking  lot,  and  after  school 
at  the  Longwood  Galleria’s  food  court,  so  why  wouldn’t  they  be 
willing  to  pay  during  school  instead?  Boston  Latin  School  could 
earn  a  percent  of  what  ever  food  is  sold  by  outside  sources,  so 
it  would  be  cost  effective  for  the  school. 

We  lead  the  state  with  math  scores;  now  let’s  lead  it  with 
meatballs! 


By  Colin  Santangelo,  I 

Staff  Writer 


“Hmmmm...that  looks  tasty,”  says  one  lion. 

“What,  the  guy  or  the  taquito?”  asks  the  other. 

At  least  once  a  day,  we  get  to  watch  lions  admire  delectable 
Taco  Bell  food  on  TV.  Why  aren’t  we  allowed  the  same  opportu¬ 
nity,  once  a  day,  at  lunch?  It  seems  quite  simple  really;  the  school 
could  allow  one  of  any  number  of  fast  food  joints  to  sell  food  in 
the  cafeteria,  and  the  number  of  school  lunches  bought  would 
increase.  Everyone  is  happy.  Or  are  they? 

Unfortunately,  there  are  a  number  of  issues  with  bring¬ 
ing  outside  food  into  the  school  Dining  Hall.  The  school  can 
only  afford  to  have  one  restaurant  chain  serve  the  school.  This 
would  mean  that  the  food  each  day  would  be  the  same.  As  it  is 
now,  there  is  a  different  entree  every  day,  be  it  tacos  or  pizza 
or  chicken  or  subs.  Could  you  honestly  eat  the  same  burgers  or 
pizza  every  single  day  for  a  year? 

Secondly,  whether  you  like  it  or  not,  outside  food  is  not 
very  healthy.  A  double  Whopper  with  cheese  has  a  lot  of  pro¬ 
tein — 52  grams — and  as  we  all  know,  protein  builds  muscle.  That 
seems  like  it  would  be  good  for  growing  students.  That  same 
double  Whopper,  however,  also  has  64  grams  of  fat  and  a  truly 
whopping  990  calories.  With  medium  fries,  a  medium  Coca-Cola 
and  a  nice  apple  pie  for  dessert,  one  lunchtime  meal  leaves  its 
devourer  with  1,550  calories — three  quarters  of  the  calories  a 
person  is  supposed  to  have  in  an  entire  day.  The  same  pattern 
is  repeated  for  any  fast  food  chain. 

Fast  food  emporiums  are  also  notorious  for  questionable 
food  integrity.  Many  have  had  problems  with  food  poisoning, 
such  as  E.  Colt  and  salmonella  (potentially  deadly),  unwanted 
animal  body  parts  in  food  (think  chicken  heads)  and  poor  sani¬ 
tation  (one  word:  rats).  The  health  of  the  students  of  Boston 
Latin  School  is  much  too  important  to  risk  substandard  food 
just  because  the  students  might  think  it  tastes  better. 

In  fact,  these  problems  would  be  amplified  by  the  fact  that 
the  school,  like  most  parts  of  state  government,  would  have  to 
offer  the  responsibility  for  the  Dining  Hall  to  all  restaurants  in 
the  area  and  accept  the  lowest  bid.  Thus,  whoever  could  serve  the 
food  cheapest,  would.  These  places  already  have  problems  with 
skimping  on  quality  and  health  value  to  save  more  money — do 
we  really  want  them  competing  with  each  other  to  find  even 
more  ways  to  cut  corners? 

Which  brings  up  a  final  point — cost.  Fast  food  might  be 
inexpensive,  but  it  is  still  a  lot  more  than  the  $2.10  lunch  now 
costs.  For  $2.10,  at  a  place  like  McDonald’s,  you  could  get  small 
fries  and  a  hamburger.  Compare  that  to  a  hearty  serving  of  fries, 
tacos,  a  small  salad  and  milk  for  $2.10  at  the  cafeteria  now.  A  slice 
of  pizza  at  many  local  pizza  joints  would  cost  almost  as  much  as 
the  full  lunch  offered  to  students! 

The  idea  of  bringing  outside  food  to  the  cafeteria  seems 
like  a  good  one.  But  if  the  lionlike  appetites  of  Latin  School 
students  are  to  be  satisfied  inexpensively  and  healthily,  we 
cannot  rely  on  Taco  Bell.  For  that  luxury,  we  must  rely  on  the 
tried-and-true  cafeteria  workers  who  have  been  serving  Latin 
School  students  for  years. 
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Forum 

Question 

Is  the  quality  of  school  lunch  a  prob¬ 
lem?  If  so,  what  should  we  do  about 


it? 


“I  find  it  distasteful  to  my 
gastronomic  palate  and  we  should 
introduce  a  finer  cuisine  to  our  ex¬ 
quisite  Dining  Hall.” 

-  Stephen  Lo,  I 


“I  think  it’s  adequate.  It  is 
school  lunch,  so  I’m  not  expectifig 
anything  too  fancy.” 

-  Korey  Mclssac,  II 


“It  is  a  problem.  Better  atten¬ 
tion  should  be  paid  while  cooking 
the  lunch,  because  it’s  often  greasy 
and  overcooked.” 

-  Shawn  Walsh,  III 


“The  pizza  is  horrible,  and  we 
need  to  find  a  better  replacement  or 
better  pizza.” 

-  Christopher  Carreiro,  IV 


“Yes,  we  should  have  food 
that  looks  edible  and  tastes  good.” 

-  Khadeejah  Clemons,  V 


“They  should  have  more  of 
a  selection  and  a  really  good  lunch 
option  at  least  once  a  week.” 

-  Hugh  McLaughlin,  VI 
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Feel  the  Cash  in  Your  Hands 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


By  Christy  Li,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Open  up  your  wallet  and  close  your 
eyes.  Do  you  know  what  bill  you  are  hold¬ 
ing?  A  $i?  A  $5?  A  Sio?  Imagine  that  you 
are  purchasing  something  at  a  store.  How 
does  it  feel  being  forced  to  rely  on  the 
honesty  of  the  clerk?  Melanie  Brunson 
of  the  American  Council 
of  the  Blind  remembers 
an  incident  at  a  gift  shop: 

“I  put  down  my  purchase, 
handed  the  clerk  what  I 
thought  was  a  $20  bill  and 
said,  ‘Here’s  $20.’  When 
the  teller  at  my  bank  had 
handed  me  the  bill  shortly 
before  I  left  for  the  air 
port,  he  had  assured  me  it 
was  a  S20  bill...  Therefore, 

I  was  surprised  when  the 
clerk  said,  ‘No,  that’s  a  $5. 

Here’s  your  change.’...  I 
explained  that  I  had  been 
told  at  the  bank  that  it 
was  $20,  but  she  didn’t 
care.  Since  my  purchase 
cost  only  $1.50,  I  cared 
how  this  question  was  an¬ 
swered.  In  this  particular 
case,  it  happened  that  a 
colleague  who  could  see 
was  behind  me  in  line  and  witnessed  the 
transaction.  She  spoke  up  and  said,  ‘I  saw 
her  hand  you  a  $20  bill,  Ma’am.’  At  that 
point,  the  clerk  opened  the  drawer  of  the 
cash  register,  took  out  some  additional 
bills  and  slapped  them  on  the  counter  in 
front  of  me.” 

This  whole  scene  could  have  been 
avoided  if  only  there  was  a  way  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  the  different  dollar  bills 


without  looking  at  them,  and  it  looks 
like  there  soon  will  be.  In  2006,  Judge 
James  Robertson  ruled  that  by  failing  to 
produce  paper  currency  that  is  readily 
distinguishable  to  the  blind  and  visually 
impaired,  the  government  is  violating 
the  1973  Rehabilitation  Act,  which  states 
that  no  disabled  individuals  may  be 
denied  the  benefits  of  federal  programs 


solely  because  of  their  disabilities.  The 
judge  stated  the  obvious:  blind  people 
in  America  have  no  meaningful  access  to 
currency  as  it  exists  today 

As  a  result,  the  government  must 
now  implement  changes  allowing  the 
blind  and  visually  impaired  greater  access 
to  American  currency.  Currently,  the  only 
way  the  blind  can  identify  bills  is  by  using 
portable  note-tellers.  These  machines, 


however,  are  expensive,  inconvenient 
to  use  in  busy  stores  and  do  not  work 
well  with  bills  that  have  been  folded  or 
crumpled.  The  U.S.  is  the  only  country 
worldwide  that  issues  paper  bills  without 
differences  in  size  or  color.  It  is  clear  that 
the  United  States  is  an  anomaly  in  the 
world  with  regards  to  money.  If  the  U.S. 
wants  to  keep  up  with  the  rest  of  the 
world  and  take  care 
of  its  citizens,  it  is 
important  that  the 
government  take 
action  to  extend  ac¬ 
cess  to  currency  to 
the  blind  and  visu¬ 
ally  impaired. 

The  Ameri¬ 
can  Council  of  the 
Blind  offers  several 
suggestions  for  ways 
to  modify  paper 
currency  to  make 
it  more  accessible 
to  the  blind,  such 
as  printing  each 
denomination  in  a 
different  size,  em¬ 
bossing  or  punching 
holes  in  the  paper 
to  allow  for  tactile 
identification.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  replac¬ 
ing  the  printing  presses  to  make  differ 
enrsized  bills  would  be  astronomically 
expensive,  and  many  might  object  to  the 
sudden  change.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
addition  of  embossed  marks  or  Braille  to 
parts  of  our  money  would  be  much  less 
noticeable  and  more  acceptable  to  the 
masses,  as  well  as  cheaper  than  changing 
the  bill  size. 

This  minor  modification  would  also 


offer  benefits  to  the  large  population  of 
people  with  mild  visual  impairments, 
especially  the  growing  elderly  popula¬ 
tion.  Even  for  those  with  normal  vision, 
embossing  can  help  in  situations  with  low 
light  and  speed  up  transactions. 

The  Bush  administration  refuses 
to  reform  currency  because  “changing 
denominations  would  be  too  costly.”  The 
government  would  need  to  construct 
costly  new  machines  in  every  mint  in 
order  to  produce  the  new  denominations. 
The  American  dollar,  however,  periodi¬ 
cally  goes  through  extensive  anti-coun¬ 
terfeiting  revisions  anyway.  In  the  last 
five  years  alone,  we  have  modified  our 
nickel,  $10  bill,  $20  bill  and  $50  bill.  Other 
denominations  will  be  following  suit  in 
the  next  few  years  and  there  is  no  reason 
that  the  government  cannot  incorporate 
currency  reforms  to  aid  the  blind  at  the 
same  time. 

Every  American  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  share  in  life’s  pleasures 
and  a  minor  change  in  our  money  would 
bring  this  goal  closer  for  millions  of  blind 
and  visually  impaired  Americans.  As  Judge 
Robertson  explains,  these  reforms  are 
long  overdue,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  carry 
them  out.  “There  was  a  time  when  dis¬ 
abled  people  had  no  choice  but  to  ask  for 
help  to  rely  on  the  ‘kindness  of  strangers.’ 
It  was  thought  to  be  their  lot.  Blind  peo¬ 
ple  had  to  ask  strangers  to  push  elevator 
buttons  for  them.  People  in  wheelchairs 
needed  Boy  Scouts  to  help  them  over 
curbs  and  up  stairs.  We  have  evolved, 
however.”  We  can  only  hope  that  the  Bush 
administration  and  the  Congress  will  see 
fit  to  evolve  as  well.  We  are  in  the  midst 

m 

of  a  new  era,  and  only  by  addressing  these 
issues  will  the  United  States  live  up  to  its 
reputation  as  a  land  of  opportunity 


Lost  in  Translation 


By  Herissa  Lamothe,  III  other  mode  of  communication  available 

Staff  Writer  to  us  that  does  not  seem  to  be  working 

to  optimum  capacity:  the  poster.  One  of 
While  scurrying  through  the  nar  our  peers  was  kind  enough  to  sum  up  the 
row,  crowded  hallways  of  Boston  Latin  situation:  “In  regards  to  the  advertise- 
School,  you  may  have  paused  a  second  ment  around  the  halls  and  stairs,  they 
in  your  frantic  dash  to  class  and  noticed  really  don’t  attract  much  attention.  I 
the  81/2x11  sheet  of  paper  plastered  to  barely  stop  to  read  them.”  Now  here  is 
the  wall  which  announced  in  bold,  black  the  heart  of  the  problem:  “I  barely  stop 
ink:  “BLAH  BLAH  BLAH  EVENT!”  But  to  read  them.”  No  one  stops  to  look  at 
you  probably  did  not.  And  even  if  you  had  posters,  and  who  can  blame  them?  They 
stopped  to  read  the  fine  print,  you  would  are  very  small,  placed  in  the  most  obscure 
have  found  that  the  event  advertised  on  places,  and  worst  of  all,  there  are  too 
the  sheet  of  paper  took  place  at  4:30,  few  of  them!  One  poster  per  floor  is  just 
Yesterday.  You  shrug — “too  bad,  since  de-  not  going  to  cut  it.  Although  it  would  be 
spite  the  fact  that  the  person  in  charge  of  unfair  to  say  that  this  applies  to  all  post- 
advertisement  was  artistically  challenged,  ers  hung  in  the  halls,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  event  sounded  like  something  fun  to  that  many  of  them  are  not  doing  their 
try.. .oh  well.”  job.  A  poster  is  supposed  to  be  big  and 

But  how  do  students  learn  about  colorful  and  to  have  as  few  words  as  pos- 
school  events?  When  asked,  the  over  sible.  Ms.  Barbara  McLean  suggests  that 
whelming  majority  of  Latin  School  placing  posters  in  a  popular  designated 
students  answered  “gossip.”  A  few  said  area  will  allow  students  to  find  out  where 
“BLSTV,”  and  even  fewer  answered  “posr  to  go  for  fundraisers,  duels  in  the  pool, 
ers.”  Since  it  is  well  known  that  gossip  memorials  for  dearly  loved  teachers  and 
might  not  be  the  best  possible  source  comedy  shows. 

for  accurate  information,  if  most  of  the  To  rectify  the  communication 

student  body  is  relying  on  it  to  get  the  411,  problem  that  clearly  exists,  we  need 

something  has  got  to  be  wrong  about  the  to  realize  that  pasting  a  piece  of  paper 

way  news  is  getting  around.  Doesn’t  the  on  the  school  wall  is  not  exactly  “corn- 
bulletin  or  BLSTV  work?  Apparently  they  municating.”  Perfect  communication  is 
do  not,  or  at  least  not  very  well;  “some  obviously  impossible,  unless,  as  Ms.  Paula 
teachers  don’t  turn  on  the  TV.. .{they!  DeMore  says,  everyone  had  a  transmit- 
don’t  try  to  get  your  attention  so  you  ter  implanted  in  their  brain  that  would 
don’t  know  they’re  announcing,”  reported  send  all  the  information  that  needs  to 
a  student.  Of  course,  not  everyone  can  be  be  communicated  to  the  student  body 
expected  to  drop  everything  to  pay  atten-  throughout  the  course  of  the  day.  One 

tion  to  the  morning  news,  but  those  who  sure  way  to  come  up  with  a  solution  to 

Ava'n't  to  'shohld'have  the'bpportunity  to,  ,  this  problem  is  tp.^omrpunic^e  in  a, way 
leartv about  ScWdulerf 'events.1  '  •  that  grabs,  the, students’, attention  and 

BLSTV  •asideflet  uV  look  at1 'the  makes  them  remember.-.  ,,,,,,,  , 


criminal  control  who  live  in  urban  areas,  the  more  energy 

_ Continued  from  page  4 _ will  be  used,  and  unlike  in  rural  areas, 

the  energy  consumed  in  cities  is  likely 
their  female  children  so  that  a  male  to  be  from  polluting  energy  sources.  In 
child  can  be  raised  instead.  A  report  her  Argo  article,  Werba  suggested  that 
from  Bombay  in  1984  on  abortions  after  an  increase  in  the  number  of  women 
prenatal  sex  determination  stated  that  involved  in  politics  and  business,  as  well 
7,999  out  of  8,000  of  the  aborted  fetuses  as  increased  access  to  birth  control, 
were  females — a  horrifying  statistic.  The  could  help  the  global  energy  crisis.  If 
situation  in  China  is  just  as  appalling,  more  people — not  just  women,  but  men 
While  filming  the  documentary  Dying  as  well — live  and  work  in  cities,  however, 
Rooms ,  British  producer  Brian  Woods  more  and  more  nonrenewable  energy  will 
discovered  that  95  percent  of  Chinese  be  consumed. 

children  in  orphanages  are  not  orphans  In  addition,  modern  birth  control 

at  all,  but  girls  abandoned  by  their  par  methods,  especially  the  contraceptive 
ents.  Female  infanticide  due  to  coercive,  pill,  have  had  unforeseen  negative  ef- 
government  regulated  population  control  fects  on  the  environment  as  well.  Female 
has  lead  to  staggering  male-to-female  hormones  contained  in  this  pill  which 
ratios  in  these  countries.  Journalist  Peter  have  not  been  broken  down  are  flushed 
Stockland  writes  that  “years  of  population  out  with  waste  into  the  ocean.  Scientists 

engineering,  including  virtual  extermina-  have  recently  discovered  that,  as  a  result 

tion  of  ‘surplus’  baby  girls,  has  created  a  of  these  hormones,  fish  with  both  male 
nightmarish  imbalance  in  China’s  male  and  female  sex  organs  have  been  found, 
and  female  populations.”  The  decline  in  the  number  of  fish  is  not 

In  any  case,  the  world’s  growing  solely  due  to  overfishing,  but  also  to  an 
population  is  not  solely  responsible  for  increase  in  number  of  hermaphrodite  fish 
the  energy  crisis;  the  impact  of  humanity  unable  to  reproduce, 
on  the  environment  is  also  determined  I  do  believe  that  our  global  envi- 

by  the  way  people  behave — particularly,  ronment  is  in  need  of  protection  and 

rich  people.  A  Stanford  professor,  Paul  preservation,  but  overpopulation  is  not 
Ehrlich,  calculates  in  his  editorial,  “Too  the  problem.  Forced  population  regula- 
Many  Rich  People,”  that  in  1990,  the  av-  tion  has  crippled  society  and  cheapened 
erage  citizen  in  a  wealthy  nation  like  the  the  value  of  human  life.  Ultimately, 
U.S.  used  7.4  kilowatts  of  energy,  while  government  population  laws  sacrifice 
the  average  citizen  in  a  poorer  nation  fundamental  human  rights  in  the  name  of 
used  1  kilowatt.  Since  that  study,  this  dubious  science.  It  is  the  excess  of  pros- 
ratio  has  probably  increased  significantly,  perity  and  wealth  that  has  brought  about 
Ehrlich  concludes  that  “the  relatively  a  wastefulness  and  loss  of  self-control  in 
small  population  of  rich  people  therefore  the  modern  developed  world.  The  only 
accounts  for  roughly  two-thirds  of  global  way  to  resolve  the  current  situation  is  for 
environment  destruction,  as  measured  by  .  individuals,  especially  those  in  wealthy 
energy  use.”  ,  ,  .nations,, tp .stop,  wqsteful,  habits  and  to 

■  ~  ,  Ibday,  about  l^ffheglob^  popula-  .  learry  to  respect,  not  onlyjaur,  erwicon- 
tiqn  Rve3Ljin'urbaRlareas.,The  more  people  ment,  but  also- human  life_s  ( ,  , 
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Suggested  Bargaining  Tactics 


By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Assistant  Layout  Editor 


A  few  weeks  ago,  I  feared  that  the 
city  of  Boston  had  failed  its  teachers,  and 
that  those  of  the  chalk-encrusted  hands 
would  shake  their  united  fist  against  the 
powers  that  be  (and  that  I  would  have  an 
extra  day  to  sleep  in  and  do  homework). 

Compromises  were  struck,  however, 
and  innocent  little  children  across  Boston 
were  very,  very  disappointed.  I,  personally, 
am  neither  little  nor  disappointed.  In  the 
spirit  of  Henry  Clay,  I  am  pro-compro¬ 
mise  (and  obviously  I  do  at  least  some  of 
my  homework)!  I  support  working  out 
our  differences,  and  perhaps  by  chance,  I 
also  have  faith  that  through  the  magic  of 
compromise,  those  tests  I  have  tomorrow 
can  be  put  off  until  a  later  date. 

But  when  it  comes  to  the  non¬ 
strike,  what  I  find  disappointing  is  that 
the  spirit  of  compromise  held  by  the 
BTU  has  not  trickled  down  to  my  subject 
teachers,  who  insist  on  absolute  power 
in  the  classroom.  For  some  reason,  they 
refuse  to  compromise  with  me.  Compro¬ 
mise  between  teachers  and  their  pupils 
would  make  students  very  happy.  Imagine 
it:  they  want  a  completed  assignment,  I 
want  no  assignment;  we  compromise,  and 
I  turn  in  half  of  an  assignment.  Much  like 
the  flip-flopping  of  John  Kerry  during  the 
last  presidential  election,  the  disparity 
between  the  approaches  of  the  BTU  and 
the  people  it  represents  has  puzzled  me. 


If  teachers  are  unwilling  to  compromise 
and  accept  late  homework,  delay  tests  and 
change  my  third  term  grade,  why  would 
the  BTU  be  willing  to  compromise  with 
the  city?  Either  the  BTU  should  represent 


IF  THERE  IS  A  DEADLOCK,  THE 
BTU  SHOULD  THREATEN  TO 
UNLEASH  HUNDREDS  OF  SUGAR- 
HIGH  KINDERGARTNERS  ON 
CITY  HALL,  OR  A  PACK  OF  SLEEP- 
DEPRIVED  BLS  STUDENTS  ON  A 

Mattress  Giant. 


the  ideals  of  the  teachers  or  the  teachers 
should  act  the  same  way  the  BTU  does; 
if  the  teachers  want  to  rule  with  an  iron 
fist  in  their  classrooms,  they  should  hold 
out  until  they  are  granted  everything  they 
want  in  their  contract.  As  it  happened, 
the  much-anticipated  strike  was  averted 
in  favor  of  Henry-Clay  like  compromises. 
Now  all  I  need  is  for  my  French  teacher 
to  adopt  this  ideology  and  reconsider  my 
grade  (if  you  read  that  grade  backwards, 
it’s  a  97...). 

Clearly,  the  BTU’s  choice  to  com¬ 
promise  was  rooted  in  its  unwillingness 


to  deprive  students  of  the  education  they 
deserve.  It’s  also  true  that  if  they  had  gone 
on  strike,  perhaps  the  city  would  have  felt 
guilty  about  the  thousands  of  students 
sitting  at  home  watching  mind-numbing 
episodes  of  Dr.  Phil,  and  the  relevant  au¬ 
thorities  would  have  had  no  choice  but  to 
give  in  to  the  teachers’  demands.  I  think 
we  can  all  agree  that  learning  where  to 
find  Iraq  on  a  map  is  far  more  important 
than  finding  out  who  her  baby’s  daddy 
is.  I  completely  agree  (see?  it’s  all  about 
compromise).  Thus,  I  propose  a  solution 
that,  when  it  comes  time  to  renew  the 
teachers’  contract,  should  make  both  the 
BTU  and  the  students  happy.  Instead  of 
the  teachers  going  on  strike,  all  students 
should  go  on  a  field  trip.  If  there  is  a  dead¬ 
lock,  the  BTU  should  threaten  to  unleash 
hundreds  of  sugarhigh  kindergartners 
on  city  hall,  or  a  pack  of  sleep-deprived 
BLS  students  on  a  Mattress  Giant.  I’m 
sure  a  contract  would  write  itself  in  no 
time  if  the  city  were  faced  with  such  an 
imminent  threat. 

As  of  today,  the  BTU’s  contract 
has  been  set  in  stone.  There  is,  however, 
always  the  possibility  of  future  strikes.  If 
negotiations  reach  an  impasse,  I  believe 
that  there  is  only  one  person  left  who 
could  save  the  day:  Jessica  Alba.  If  she 
were  a  teacher,  I’m  sure  she  could  get  a 
class  of  a  million  students  to  pay  atten¬ 
tion.  We  can  all  learn  from  Jessica  Alba; 
I  bet  she  could  even  make  French  seem 
interesting. 


Iraqi  Injustice  System 
Continued  from  page  4 

who  are  over  the  age  of  70,  international 
organizations  such  as  Human  Rights 
Watch  and  Amnesty  International  de¬ 
nounce  it  for  its  barbarity.  They  are 
especially  critical  of  the  practice  of  hang¬ 
ing — currently  the  accepted  method  of 
execution  in  Iraq — which  is  considered 
cruel  and  inhumane  by  human  rights 
organizations. 

An  even  more  urgent  problem  is  the 
pervasive  sectarianism  and  lack  of  impar¬ 
tiality  that  plagues  these  legal  proceed¬ 
ings.  The  trial  of  Shihab  Ahmad  Khalaf, 
a  former  officer  in  Hussein’s  army,  epito¬ 
mizes  the  corrupt  nature  of  the  current 
Iraqi  judicial  system.  Khalaf  was  arrested 
on  January  30,  2005  for  involvement  in 
“terrorist  acts.”  While  in  prison,  officials 
beat  him  in  order  to  obtain  a  videotaped 
confession — a  method  of  interrogation 
considered  highly  unreliable  in  reaching 
accurate  conclusions  about  a  case.  Later, 
his  case  was  brought  before  a  judge,  who 
at  first  refused  to  grant  Khalaf  his  right  to 
an  attorney  and  then  forced  him  to  sign  a 
confession.  He  was  not  allowed  to  present 


documents  in  his  defense  when  charged 
with  attending  a  terrorist  training  camp  in 
Pakistan,  nor  were  his  attorneys  allowed 


“The  actions  of  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  of  Ira ^ 

HAVE  MORE  IN  COMMON  WITH 
A  WITCH  HUNT  THAN  WITH  THE 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  LEGITIMATE 
COURT  OF  LAW.” 


to  consult  with  the  Foreign  Ministry  to 
confirm  his  alibi. 

Khalaf  was  convicted  at  his  first 
hearing  in  November  2005  after  less  than 
an  hour  and  sentenced  to  death  by  hanging. 
His  subsequent  appeal  was  unsuccessful, 
and  his  sentence  has  been  passed  on  to  the 
Presidential  Council  for  confirmation,  as  is 
required  in  order  to  carry  out  executions. 
According  to  Amnesty  International,  as  of 


March  2007,  his  location  is  unknown,  and 
he  is  most  likely  living  under  the  threat  of 
imminent  execution.  His  case  is  just  one 
example  of  the  widespread  injustice  that  is 
knowingly  tolerated  by  both  the  coalition 
forces  and  the  government. 

Under  Hussein,  the  courts  were 
controlled  by  a  dictator,  but  today  they 
are  controlled  by  shadowy  interests  in 
the  Iraqi  power  structure.  Neither  is  ac¬ 
ceptable.  The  flaws  in  the  current  system 
are  perpetuated  by  the  hands-off  policy 
of  the  coalition  forces  toward  the  Iraqi 
judicial  system.  This  policy  is  an  effort 
to  preserve  its  fragile  alliance  with  the 
majority  Shi’ite  government  in  a  hostile 
Iraq.  This  government  opposes  any  U.S. 
or  other  international  involvement  in  its 
courts  because  it  needs  to  maintain  its 
fa£ade  of  power  and  authority  and  fears 
that  the  people  would  make  an  uproar 
over  foreigners  meddling  in  Iraqi  affairs. 
As  a  result,  there  is  hardly  any  regulation 
of  the  conduct  of  Iraqi  security  forces  or 
of  the  criminal  justice  system.  In  order 
to  garner  public  support,  scapegoats  like 
Khalaf  are  punished,  while  real  terrorists 
and  malicious  masterminds  can  escape 
without  repercussions. 


Pretty  Woman  for  Prez 


By  Katie  Harrison,  I 

Forum  Editor 


We  have  got  women  coming  out  of 
the  political  woodwork  this  year.  Who 
knew  there  were  so  many?  Nancy  Pelosi  is 
wielding  the  Speaker’s  gavel  in  Congress, 
Hilary  Clinton  is  a  serious  presidential 
candidate  and  the  French,  too,  are  thinking 
about  electing  Segolene  Royal  as  their  first 
female  president. 

What  really  grabbed  my  attention 
about  Royal  was  the  Curious  Incident  of 
Segolene  in  the  Turquoise  Bikini.  It  went  as 
follows:  some  paparazzi  snapped  swimsuit 
pictures  of  the  perhaps-president-to-be, 
which  were  printed  in  a  celebrity  magazine. 
As  the  photos  revealed,  Royal  is  remarkably 
fit  for  a  woman  in  her  fifties. 


Now,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
that.  Beautiful  women — and  men — should 
have  as  much  of  a  chance  at  elected  office 
as  their  less-photogenic  neighbors,  without 
anyone  thinking  they  are  featherweights 
just  because  they  look  cute.  Indeed,  the 
lovelies  of  both  sexes  usually  outperform 
their  rivals  by  a  good  few  points. 

The  interesting  differences  to  look 
at,  though,  are  between  the  man  who  gets 
elected  and  the  woman  who  gets  elected. 
Look  at  the  portraits  of  the  U.S.  Senate.  The 
women  are  a  well-groomed  bunch  who  look 
much  younger  than  their  years.  The  men 
look,  on  average,  20  years  older.  But  they 
aren’t.  And  apparently  they  do  not  have  to 
appear  youthful  to  get  elected.  They  sport 
really  awkward  comb-overs.  They  have  age  * 
spots.  1  am  all  for  senatorial  age  spots,  bqt 


I  strongly  believe  they  should  be  equally 
distributed  across  both  genders.  The  60- 
year-old  women  of  the  Senate  should  not 
have  to  look  30. 

This  discrepancy  is  just  one  part  of 
their  bizarre  balancing  act  in  search  of 
an  image  that  is  just  right:  they  must  not 
seem  too  manly,  a  la  Grace  Ross,  nor  too 
feminine,  a  la  Royal,  who  was  widely  criti¬ 
cized  for  wearing  high  heels  when  taking  a 
political  visit  to  Chile. 

This  is  ridiculous.  Her  shoes  can¬ 
not  be  that  important  in  her  capacity  as 
the  possible  president  of  France.  These 
women  do  not  deserve  votes  just  by  virtue 
of  being  women — I  can’t  see  myself  voting 
for  Clihtori — biit  we  should  be  respectful 
enough  to  drop  the  red-carpet  talk  when 
they  run  for  office. 
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C  is  for...  Cucumber? 


By  Cole  Hermida,  VI 

Contributing  Writer 


A  little  boy  walks  up  to  the  cookie 
jar  in  the  hope  that  there  is  a  big  chocolate 
chip  cookie  waiting  inside  it.  Filled  with 
anticipation,  he  climbs  up  on  a  little  stool 
to  open  the  jar  and  find  the  tasty  treat. 
As  he  opens  it,  however,  he  finds...  a  car 
rot.  What  could  be  more  horrendous  to 
preschoolers?  What  preschooler  wouldn’t 
want  to  munch  on  a  delicious  cookie,  like 
their  big,  blue  monster  friend? 

On  November  10,  1969,  a  street 
full  of  monsters  and  laughing  children 
was  broadcasted  to  the  public  for  the 
first  time.  The  street  was  inhabited  by  a 
laughing  red  monster  and  grouchy  green 
one  who  were  both  friends  with  a  tall 
yellow  bird.  Elmo,  Oscar  and  Big  Bird  are 
one  of  the  many  monsters  of  Sesame  Street , 
yet  it  is  Cookie  Monster  who  has  recently 
caused  quite  a  stir. 

If  you  have  watched  Sesame  Street, 
then  you  must  remember  how  Cookie 
Monster  would  wolf  down  chocolate 
cookies  and  then  would  move  on  to  the 
plate.  Cookie  Monster’s  eating  habits  have 
caused  alarm  among  the  show’s  producers, 
who  fear  that  it  represents  an  “unhealthy” 
addiction  and  promotes  poor  eating  hab¬ 
its  among  children. 

In  America  today  obesity  is  a  seri¬ 
ous  problem  for  127  million  adults  and 
is  known  to  start  during  childhood  for 
15  percent  of  the  children  and  teenagers 
who  are  known  to  be  overweight.  Sesame 
Street  wishes  to  continue  to  promote 
good  habits  and  says  that  Cookie  Mon¬ 
ster  has  recently  been  teaching  children 
about  the  importance  of  a  balanced  diet. 
“And  Cookie  doesn’t  mind  a  bit.  Sure 
he  loves  cookies,  but  he  likes  the  act  of 
eating  in  general.  As  long  as  his  mouth 
is  full,  his  heart  is  happy,”  according  to 
the  Sesame  Street  Newsletter.  A  program 
started  in  2005  called  Healthy  Habit  for 
Life  changed  Cookie  Monster  to  a  more 
“cookie  is  a  sometimes  food”  character. 

There  is  a  chance,  however,  that 
Cookie  Monster’s  identity  might  be 
altered  even  further;  recently,  news  of  a 
change  of  name  for  the  Cookie  Monster 
spread  through  the  Internet.  The  name 
would  be  changed  to  the  Veggie  Monster, 
and  he  might  only  consume  vegetables! 
Newspapers  stated  that  Cookie  Monster 
is  going  on  a  diet.  Worried  children  and 
adults  fear  that  Cookie  Monster  might 
eat  his  last  cookie,  or  worse,  sing  his  last 
cookie  song.  “C  is  for  Cookie,”  he  chants. 
“C  is  for  cookie,  that’s  good  enough  for 
me,  /  Oh  cookie,  cookie,  cookie  starts 
with  C.”  How  would  the  whole  world  feel 
if  the  song  is  transformed  into  “V  is  for 
veggie  that’s  good  enough  for  me,  /  Oh 
veggie,  veggie,  veggie  starts  with  V.”  Quite 
frankly,  I  would  be  rather  disturbed  and 
saddened  to  see  even  the  simplest  of  songs 
be  morphed  to  a  song  about  carrots. 

We  need  a  Cookie  Monster!  We 
need  a  creature  who  appeals  to  the 
cookie-lover  in  each  of  us.  “Why  can’t 
they  create  a  new  monster  destined  for 
vegetables,  like  a  cousin  or  twin?”  Anna 
Spack  (VI)  remarked.  If  you  take  away  the 
Cookie  Monster’s  cookies,  then  children 
will  frown  upon  Sesame  Street,  and  new 
generations  will  never  know  about  this 
magnificent  magical  blue  fellow. 
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Drink  Not  the  Water:  Korea's  Own  Godzilla 


By  Hunter  Baum,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Host  is  a  mixture  of  monster 
horror,  comedy,  drama  and  a  little  bit  of 
tragedy.  You  may  be  asking,  “Is  it  even 
possible  to  fit  all  of  that  in  one  movie?” 
The  answer  is  yes,  it 
is  possible,  and  direc¬ 
tor  Bong Joon-ho  has 
accomplished  that. 

He  has  found  that 
sacred  middle  ground 
where  the  movie  can 
draw  from  all  of  those 
genres,  but  not  rely 
too  heavily  on  one. 

Do  not  go  into  this 
movie  thinking  it  will 
be  like  Scary  Movie-,  it 
has  some  comedy,  but 
the  laughs  are  not  the 
highlight.  The  horror 
is  not  as  grotesque  as 
Saw.  The  best  part  of 
this  movie  is  actually 
the  plot.  The  story¬ 
line’s  tension  comes 
from  the  drama  of  a 
father  trying  to  save  his  daughter  from  a 
giant  pollution  monster  and  the  lengths 
he  will  go  to  in  order  to  save  her. 

The  story  starts  out  like  this.  A 
United  States  military  facility  in  South 
Korea  has  been  polluting  the  Han  River 
in  Seoul.  A  mysterious  mutant-monster 
fish-thing  is  born  out  of  the  dumped 


formaldehyde.  Here,  the  plot  remains 
non-fiction  (barring  the  monster).  In 
2000,  a  U.S.  military  employee  ordered 
his  Korean  assistant  to  pour  formal¬ 
dehyde  down  the  drain.  Not  only  is  it 
incredibly  bad  for  the  environment, 
but  it  is  also  highly  illegal.  He  still 


has  not  served  a  sentence,  though  he 
was  found  guilty  in  2005.  It  is  under 
standable  that  this  movie  has  some 
anti-American  themes  in  it,  especially 
America’s  response  to  the  eco-terrorist 
of  a  monster. 

When  the  gargantuan  beast  ap¬ 
pears  several  years  after  the  pollution 


is  dumped,  it  goes  on  a  killing  rampage 
through  a  park  and  in  the  process 
steals  the  daughter  of  local  lazy  man, 
Park  Gang-Du,  who  is  known  for  be¬ 
ing  clumsy  and  pretty  slow.  His  great 
love  for  his  daughter.  Park  Hyun-seo, 
however,  is  apparent  and  this  makes  him 


endearing.  After  the  attack,  the  Korean 
government  puts  the  all  the  survivors  in 
quarantine.  Hyun-seo’s  family  grieves, 
but  a  surprising  phone  call  gives  the 
family  hope.  Gang-Du  and  his  eccentric 
family  go  into  rescue  mode  and  nothing 
is  going  to  stop  them  in  their  attempt 
at  saving  a  loved  one. 


This  movie  has  some  jaw-drop¬ 
ping  special  effects.  The  monster  has  a 
gruesome  and  very  original  appearance. 
These  brilliant  animations  are  courtesy 
of  veteran  Sin  City  crew  The  Orphanage 
and  New  Zealand’s  own  Weta  Workshop 
which  worked  on  Lord  of  the  Rings. 

One  poten¬ 
tial  turn-off  to  young 
American  audiences, 
however,  is  the  sub¬ 
titles.  Yes,  I  know  you 
have  to  read  to  watch 
this  movie  (unless,  of 
course,  you  are  flu¬ 
ent  in  Korean),  but  it 
thankfully  does  not 
take  away  from  it.  The 
movie  takes  off  at  a 
fast  clip,  and  it  does 
not  take  long  for  the 
monster  to  appear,  but 
then  it  slows  down  to 
tell  the  tale  of  the  res¬ 
cue.  While  it  seemed 
slow  at  some  points, 
it  was  kept  alive  with 
stints  of  hilarity  and 
gruesome  scenes.  All 
in  all,  this  movie  was  highly  enjoyable. 
Between  the  political  statements  and 
the  cool  monster  battles,  The  Host  is 
certainly  one  of  the  best  monster  flicks 
screened  in  recent  years.  Just  be  care¬ 
ful  around  the  Muddy  River.  You  never 
know  what  the  AP  Chemistry  students 
might  be  up  to. 


PARK  NAM-JOO  HAD  BETTER  WATCH  OUT  FOR  THE  HAN  RIVER'S  MUCK. 


Fashion  Designers  Prep  for  Upcoming  Show 


By  Cat  Coyne,  I 

Staff  Writer 


As  Dior,  Valentino  and  other  major 
fashion  houses  prepare  to  unveil  their 
Fall  2007  lines,  it  is  only  right  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  student  designers  within  our 
own  school  community.  Their 
collections  might  be  smaller  than 
those  of  Chanel,  Haute  Couture 
or  Rochas,  but  they  are  certainly 
no  less  impressive.  These  de¬ 
signers  will  be  displaying  their 
products  at  the  March  Fashion 
Talent  Show,  a  variety  show 
which  fuses  dance  numbers,  skits 
and  live  musical  performances 
with  fashion,  of  course.  While 
most  of  the  clothes  seen  in 
the  Fashion  Talent  Show  come 
straight  from  the  closets  of  the 
models  who  wear  them,  select 
scenes  feature  the  work  of  these 
burgeoning  designers  not  only 
from  the  senior  class,  but  also 
from  underclassmen. 

Aaron  Dykes,  voted 
“Best  Dressed”  male  of  the  se¬ 
nior  class,  creates  designs  that 
are  not  all  that  unfamiliar  to  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin;  he  can  often  be  found 
wearing  an  original  ensemble.  He 
defines  his  typical  wearer  as  an 
urban  male,  but  his  designs  are 
really  ineffable.  Trust  me,  you 
cannot  be  afraid  of  color  to 
jump  into  one  of  Aaron’s  signa¬ 
ture  Dickies  suits.  While  these  Dickies 
may  appear  to  exude  comfort,  they  are 
more  complex  than  meet  the  eye.  Aaron 
uses  airbrush  to  create  unique  patterns 
throughout  his  clothing.  For  example, 
he  may  adorn  a  basic  black  shirt  with 
numerous  bright  yellow  As  or  festoon 
an  ordinary  pair  of  blue  jeans  with  a 
bandana  pattern.  His  designs  are  true 


high  fashion  with  more  than  a  dash  of 
hip-hop  influence.  He  even  customizes 
both  shoes  and  hats  to  coordinate  with 
his  outfits.  The  Fashion  Talent  Show  is 
definitely  not  the  last  stop  for  Aaron, 
who  plans  to  pursue  fashion  design  as  a 
career.  He  brings  a  unique  palette,  and 


and  dresses.  Since  then,  she  has  founded 
AMP,  her  own  line  of  clothing,  and  hopes 
to  turn  this  label  into  a  full  blown  enter¬ 
prise  someday.  She  describes  her  line  as 
monochromatic  with  touches  of  gold  or 
silver.  Still,  her  designs  are  far  from  bor- 
ing;  she  admitted  to  have  created  wrap 


m 


AARON  SKETCHES  HIS  NEXT  DESIGN.  NOTE  THE  COPIOUS  NUMBER  OF  AS  ADORNING  HIS  SHIRT. 


his  eye  for  color  is  unmatched. 

Amity  Paye  is  also  a  senior  and 
seasoned  fashion  professional.  Through¬ 
out  her  childhood,  Amity  always  kept 
sketchbooks,  but  did  not  begin  creat¬ 
ing  her  own  patterns  until  she  worked 
at  Artists  for  Humanity  two  summers 
ago.  Amity  began  using  silk-screen  but 
soon  began  creating  her  own  patterns 


dresses  that  typically  “don’t  make  sense 
until  they  are  actually  on.”  Although 
always  in  taste,  Amity  has  been  known 
to  design  dresses  through  which  hints 
of  skin  and  curves  are  accentuated.  This 
quality  to  her  designs  is  rather  demure 
and  certainly  original,  always  elegant 
and  extremely  fashionable.  Amity  finds 
herself  influenced  by  all  things,  but 


most  recently  the  clothing  found  in 
the  archives  of  Latin  School.  When  a 
vintage  letterman’s  jacket  caught  her 
eye,  Amity  began  formulating  her  line 
for  the  Fashion-Talent  Show,  which  will 
feature  purple,  black  and  white  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  hopefully  even  a  corset-like 
dress,  inspired  by  19th  century 
fashion. 

Seijah  Vu  (VI)  has  a  third 
line  which  will  be  debuted  at 
the  Fashion  Talent  Show.  Cur¬ 
rently  an  underclassman,  Seijah 
has  been  designing  since  she 
could  pick  up  a  pen.  The  first 
time  that  her  designs  will  be 
showcased  outside  the  pages 
of  her  sketchbook  will  be  at 
the  Fashion  Talent  Show.  The 
style  of  Seijah’s  clothes  is  urban, 
but  with  a  subtle  preppy  twist. 
When  flipping  through  one  of 
her  sketchbook,  one  cannot 
help  but  notice  the  array  of 
bright  colors,  most  especially 
pinks.  She  has  created  many 
casual  designs  suitable  for  ev¬ 
eryday  wear,  featuring  patched 
jeans,  cropped  tops,  mini  skirts 
and  more.  Often  embellishing 
on  already-made'pieces,  she 
Sadds  her  own  twist.  Although 
§it  is  still  early  in  her  career, 
|Seijah’s  designs  demonstrate 
I  her  skill  and  an  eye  for  fashion 
and  color. 

While  these  three  de¬ 
signers  will  not  be  the  only  to  present 
their  work  at  the  Fashion  Talent  show, 
their  original  creations  will  certainly 
be  something  to  look  forward  to.  Join 
them  and  the  Fashion  Talent  Club  on 
March  30  to  celebrate  the  creativity  of 
not  only  these  student  designers,  but 
also  that  of  faculty  members  and  other 
students  as  well. 
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By  Roger  Lu,  VI 

Contributing  Writer 


I 


The  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art 
(ICA)  is  a  stylish  fourstory  museum,  lo¬ 
cated  snugly  near  the  waterfront.  The  ob¬ 
jective  of  this  institute  is  to  display,  as  you 
may  have  guessed,  contemporary  art. 

There  are  numerous  galleries 
throughout  the  new  ICA  building,  but 
one  caught  my  attention,  so  I  decided  to 
check  it  out.  The  exhibit,  Super  Vision, 
was  a  collection  of  artwork  based  on  how 
manipulative  technology  can  affect  what 
we  see  with  our  own  eyes.  The  exhibit 
had  artwork  from  over  27  artists,  and,  as 
is  often  commonly  found  in  modern  art 
museums,  nearly  all  of  the  pieces  used 
varied  media  to  convey  their  meaning.  Su¬ 
per  Vision  was  divided  into  four  sections: 
Activated  Vision,  Disembodied  Vision, 
Global  Positioning  and  Pleasure/Threat. 

Activated  Vision  is  the  first  exhibit 
that  we  see.  Its  point  is  to  show  how  our 
vision  can  be  manipulated.  The  artwork 
in  this  section  was  simple  but  creative. 
One  of  the  more  memorable  pieces  was 
a  group  of  chrome  pottery  pieces  placed 
between  a  normal  mirror  and  a  one-way 
mirror.  When  looking  through  the  one¬ 
way  mirror,  one  sees  endless  rows  of  pot¬ 
tery  I  thought  this  captured  the  theme 
of  “activated  vision”  particularly  well,  as 
the  optical  illusion  definitely  impacted  my 
vision  in  a  new  way.  Another  optical  illu¬ 
sion  was  located  in  a  dark  room.  This  work 
appeared  to  be  a  red  square  projected  onto 
a  wall,  but  when  I  put  a  hand  up  I  realized 
that  it  was  actually  a  hollow  cube  that  was 
so  well  defined  that  it  gave  the  appearance 
of  a  projected  square  on  a  wall.  The  art  in 
Activated  Vision  was  a  good  way  to  start 
the  exhibit  and  give  viewers  a  taste  of  what 
was  to  come. 


The  second  section,  Disembodied 
Vision,  was  a  very  disturbing  part  of  the 
exhibit.  It  was  also  one  of  the  small¬ 
est.  All  of  the  artwork  was  by  only  two 
artists,  and  they  followed  a  similar 
theme,  the  eye.  The  first  artist,  Harun 
Farocki,  created  plaster  orbs,  onto 
which  images  of  eyes  were  projected, 
while  video  clips  were  playing  in  the 
background.  This  work  was  titled 
“Eye/Machine.”  The  images  suggest 
that  mechanical  vision  is  beginning 
to  occupy  our  lives.  The  second  piece 
of  artwork,  by  Mona  Hatoum,  was 
a  slightly  unsettling  close-up  of  the 
inner  organs  of  the  artist’s  body.  The 
corporeal  images  sent  a  strong  mes¬ 
sage  about  the  human  body  today  and 
how  it  has  changed.  This  was  a  short 
section,  and  I  thought  that  it  could 
have  been  expanded  to  incorporate 
more  examples  of  Disembodied  Vi¬ 
sion.  Personally,  I  was  put  off  by  the 
visceral  images  of  Mona  Hatoum’s 
work  and  the  haunting  eyes.  It  is  not 
for  the  squeamish. 

The  third  theme,  Global  Posi¬ 
tioning,  concentrated  on  how  technol¬ 
ogy  affects  our  view  of  nature.  One  of 
my  favorite  works  in  this  section  was  a 
painting  of  two  lightning  bolts  striking 
at  exactly  the  same  time,  a  very  rare 
phenomenon.  The  detail  and  color 
tones  are  perfect.  Another  profound 
work  was  a  painting  of  a  mountain 
on  which  Los  Angeles  road  names  — 
were  superimposed.  The  image  channels 
Google  Earth  and  mixes  together  a  natural 
vista  with  a  Global  Positioning-esque  road 
map.  This  section  was  another  one  of  my 
favorites,  as  the  subject  was  clear,  and  the 
images  all  fit  into  the  category  well. 

Finally,  the  fourth  section,  Plea¬ 
sure/Threat,  features  a  duality  that  at  first 


seems  to  please,  as  its  name  might  suggest, 
until  the  viewer  realizes  that  the  items  can 


SUPER  VISION  SPORTS,  SUPER  VISION  OF  SUPERHEROES 

be  viewed  as  threats.  An  example  would  be 
the  centerpiece  of  the  section,  a  bunny.  To 
be  more  specific,  it  was  a  chrome  bunny 
sculpture  with  few  detailed  features,  so  it 
resembled  something  from  a  sci-fi  movie. 

When  I  first  saw  it  I  assumed  that  it  was 
almost  like  a  teddy  bear  in  its  conformity. 

After  mulling  the  title  of  the  section  over, 


however,  I  found  that  the  chrome  color 
and  the  standing  position  of  the  bunny 
did  in  fact  seem 
menacing.  An¬ 
other  image  that 
caught  my  eye  was 
one  that  featured 
composite  images 
of  items  from  pop 
culture,  such  as 
comic  book  su¬ 
perheroes.  There 
were  a  few  other 
images  from  this 
section  but  they 
seemed  dull  and 
grey  compared  to 
the  artwork  in  the 
other  sections. 
Pleasure/Threat 
does  have  a  few 
gems  in  it,  but  de¬ 
spite  its  interest¬ 
ing  name,  most  of 
the  artwork  in  it  is 
somewhat  dull. 

Overall,  I 
recommend  both 
the  exhibit  and 
the  museum  as 
a  whole.  The  In¬ 
stitute  of  Con- 
o  temporary  Art  is 
°a  great  museum 
^that  has  amazing 

-  works  of  modern 

art.  I  myself  am  a  fan  of  classical  artwork, 
but  this  experience  has  opened  my  eyes  to 
the  world  of  modern  art.  I  would  suggest 
this  exhibit  for  any  one  who  appreciates 
modern  art,  both  veterans  or  those  whose 
interest  has  been  piqued  by  the  ICA. 

Super  Vision  runs  until  April  29  at 
the  ICA’s  new  waterfront  location. 


And  Let  Loose  the  Gods  of  War,  Part  II 


By  Alvin  Piu  ,  I 

Staff  Writer 


You  may  have  thought  that  the  an¬ 
cient  mythology  you  study  in  Latin  class 
is  about  old  and  crusty  guys  in  sheets.  You 
were  wrong.  Two  years  ago,  God  of  War, 
the  GreeLmythoIogy-in- 
spired  action-adventure 
game  came  out  on  Play¬ 
station  2.  In  essence,  this 
game  had  it  all:  a  great 
story  line,  memorable 
soundtrack  and  most  im¬ 
portantly,  just  overall  fun 
gameplay  that  anyone 
could  really  pick  up.  God 
of  War  tells  the  story  of 
Kratos,  a  tragic  warrior 
who  slays  his  wife  and 
daughter  after  pledging 
himself  to  Ares,  the  god 
of  war.  Kratos  is  then  sent 
on  a  mission  by  the  other 
gods  to  destroy  Ares  and 
also  avenge  his  family. 

Along  the  way,  of  course, 
he  gets  help  from  other 
gods,  such  as  Artemis, 

Poseidon,  Aphrodite  and 
many  more.  In  a  final 
showdown  with  Ares, 

Kratos  overcomes  his  in¬ 
ner  demons  and  destroys 
Ares  once  and  for  all  (or 
so  the  story  went).  Kratos 
then  becomes  the  new 
god  of  war,  which  leads  us 
•  to  our  next  story.  In  God 
ofWarll,  Kratos  starts  to 
abuse  his  powers  and  begins  to  go  against 
the  will  of  the  gods.  (I  guess  he  did  not 


take  Myth  Tradition  class.)  Of  course,  they 
do  not  take  too  kindly  to  such  actions  and 
a  la  Metroid  and  Megaman,  they  strip  him 
of  all  of  his  godly  powers  and  abilities. 
Kratos  then  sets  off  on  a  journey  to  find 
the  Sisters  of  Fate. 

The  graphics  shine  brighter  than 


ever,  as  Sony  has  polished  what  was  already 
a  great  game.  The  art  and  background  are 


so  much  more  stunning.  The  overall  dark 
atmosphere  helps  create  an  experience 
that  is  unparalleled  in  any  other  game.  The 
hackrand-siash  combat  is  pretty  much  the 
same  as  in  the  last  game,  which  might  be 
a  very  good  thing.  Generally,  the  combat 
comes  down  to  straight  button  mashing, 


with  a  strong  attack,  weak  attack  and  vari¬ 
ous  special  moves  and  magic  that  Kratos 


can  perform.  Although  this  might  seem 
like  your  run-of-the-mill  description  of 
an  action-adventure  game,  God  of  War 
always  has  had  a  knack  for  keeping  the 
players  interested.  Just  seeing  Kratos  wield 
those  Double  Blades  of  Chaos  against  a 
monstrous  horde  of  enemies  is  instant 
gratification  unto  itself.  I  will  just  say  that 
for  anyone  who  has  played  the  last  game 
and  just  loved  the  myriad  ways  to  kill  a 
single  enemy,  I  can  guarantee  that  you  will 
not  be  disappointed.  Many  of  the  game’s 
mechanics  have  also  been  tuned  for  a  much 
easier  and  smoother  play  Of  course,  with 
any  action  game,  one  might  believe  that 
there  is  always  a  catch:  the  puzzles.  God  of 
War  II,  however,  has  drastically  improved 
upon  many  of  the  brain-twisters  one  often 
finds  in  the  action-adventure  genre.  Most 
of  these  improvements  are  little  changes, 
but  they  all  make  a  huge  difference  when 
one  wants  to  keep  the  beat  of  combat  and 
puzzle  streamlined.  Several  modes  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  levels  also  add  to  the  replay  value 
of  the  game.  Again,  for  anyone  who  has 
played  the  original  game,  a  difficulty  other 
than  “normal”  makes  GodofWar  one  of  the 
hardest  game  experiences  one  will  ever 
have,  and  God  of  War  II  is  no  different. 

God  of  War  II  can  be  considered  a 
paragon  of  what  a  great  action  game  should 
be  like  since  the  graphics,  music  and  just 
plain  fun  gameplay  make  it  a  must-have  for 
anyone  who  owns  a  Playstation  2.  Even  if 
you  have  not  played  the  first  one  (buy  it;  it 
is  now  less  than  $20),  God  ofWar  II  is  worth 
taking  a  look  at,  no  matter  what.  Although 
the  game  does  not  change  much  from  its 
predecessor,  it  really  did  not  need  to.  God 
of  War  II  may  be  the  perfect  example  of 
a  blissful  video  gaming  experience.  Just 
watch  out  for  Greeks  bearing  gifts. 
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Kyle  Miles 


By  Jason  Miller,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Most  likely  to  succeed...  I  do  not 
know  what  happened  to  that  superla¬ 
tive  category  this  year,  but  everyone 
undoubtedly  knows  who  would  have 
won  it:  Mr.  Kyle  “K-Smooth”  Miles. 
Don’t  know  this  5’n”  hunk  of  a  man? 
You  must’ve  been  living  under  a  rock 
or  have  no  musical  talent  or  interest 
whatsoever. 

Kyle  is  well  known  for  his  musical 
skills,  particularly  in  playing  the  bass. 
Over  his  past  six  years  at  Boston  Latin 
School,  Kyle  has  been  a  part  of  many  of 
the  instrumental  bands  such  as  the  BLS 
Big  Band,  Jazz  Combo  and  even  Gospel 
Choir.  Besides  being  a  jazz  musician, 
he  also  plays  a  little  classical  music.  He 
has  been  in  the  string  program  all  six 
years,  but  over  the  past  three,  he’s  been 
in  the  highly  regarded  Senior  String 
Orchestra.  He  even  sat  in  the  Honors 
Orchestra  for  a  year.  Among  other 
awards,  Kyle  was  named  All-State  Jazz 
Bassist  this  past  February.  He  is  also 
the  leader  of  the  Kyle  Miles  Quartet, 
which  performs  at  all  types  of  outings. 
But  never  one  to  be  satisfied,  Kyle 
continues  to  “work  on  his  chops”  night 
and  day.  He  is  currently  learning  how  to 
play  the  piano  and  drums.  For  the  last 
two  summers,  Kyle  has  participated  in 
the  Five-Week  Program  at  Berklee  Col¬ 
lege  of  Music.  This  is  a  very  expensive 
program,  but  Berklee,  recognizing  his 
talent,  has  given  him  full  scholarships 
each  summer. 

Berklee  is  also  where  Kyle  has 
decided  to  call  his  home  for  the  next 
four  years.  He  will  major  in  music  busi¬ 
ness,  as  one  day  he  hopes  to  be  both  a 
successful  businessman  and  musician. 
Berklee,  which  only  accepts  approxi¬ 
mately  32  percent  of  its  applicants,  will 
give  him  a  full  tuition  scholarship  in 
August  because  of  his  copious  musical 
talents. 

But  Kyle  is  not  only  a  bass  player. 
In  2006,  he  started  Sounds  of  Mass 
Destruction  (S.M.D.)  along  with  Sean 
Ajewole  (Class  of ’06).  The  DJ  crew  is 
doing  very  well  to  say  the  least,  as  it 
has  a  big  gig  at  Boston  College  in  late 
March.  Kyle  is  also  a  lifeguard  during 
the  summer  for  the  Department  of 
Conservation  and  Recreation  (DCR) 
and  is  certified  in  CPR.  Kyle  is  current¬ 
ly  working  as  a  lifeguard  and  swimming 
instructor  at  the  Roxbury  YMCA. 

As  my  graduating  and  partying 
partner,  I  have  seen  Kyle  mature  more 
than  anyone  else.  His  incredible  facial 
hair  only  reflects  the  person  whom  he 
has  become:  a  man.  His  responsible 
attitude  during  times  when  peers  act 
immaturely  displays  strong  leadership 
qualities  not  often  seen  today.  His 
incredible  talent  and  determination 
to  accomplish  his  goals  in  the  face  of 
obstacles  make  him  who  he  is.  I  would 
npt  be  surprised  if  yoq  he^r  Mr.  Kyle 
Miles  in  the  near  future  regarded  as  the 
Quincy  Jones  of  our  time.,  .  , 


-  A&E 
No  Genius  in  a  Bottle 


By  Meg  Lowney,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


The  gene  pool  of  the  human  race 
is  steadily  decreasing  in  caliber,  or  so 
some  believe.  Massive  breeding  by  lazy, 
unintelligent  people  has  supposedly 
caused  the  start  of  the  decline  of 
mankind.  Some  scientists,  wanting 
to  change  this  alleged  decline  in  the 
overall  intelligence  of  humans,  tried 
to  determine  for  a  fact  that  different 
ethnic  groups  and  classes  of  people 
were  a  drag  on  the  general  popula¬ 
tion  and  could  become  even  more 
of  a  burden  as  time  went  on,  and  so 
the  concept  of  the  untermensch  was 
born.  Robert  Graham,  the  inven¬ 
tor  of  shatterproof  eyeglass  lenses, 
decided  to  try  to  tip  the  scales  in 
the  opposite  direction  by  intention¬ 
ally  increasing  the  number  of  smart 
people  in  a  generation  via  eugenicist 
artificial  insemination.  By  his  ac¬ 
counts,  10  smart  people  could  do 
just  as  much  work  as  1,000  idiots, 
therefore  bettering  the  collective 
IQ  of  a  society  as  a  whole,  even  in 
small  numbers. 

In  1980,  after  many  years  of 
off-and-on  work  on  the  subject, 
Graham  opened  the  “Repository  for 
Germinal  Choice,”  more  commonly 
known  as  the  “Nobel  Prize  sperm 
bank.”  This  storehouse  took  the 
gametes  of  Nobel  prize  winners,  self- 
made  men  and  politicians,  among 
others.  In  short,  they  only  accepted  the 
cream  of  the  crop.  In  this  way  Graham 
intended  to  breed  “genius”  children  who 
would,  theoretically,  make  major  discover¬ 
ies.  These  discoveries  would  be  expected 
in  fields  that  would,  in  Graham’s  mind, 
improve  the  world  more  than  just  books 
or  works  of  art,  thereby  greatly  advancing 


our  “declining”  society. 

Ideas  about  humanity’s  decline  had 
influenced  such  men  as  Adolf  Hitler  and 
Graham  to  the  point  where  they  decided 
to  take  steps  to  try  to  rectify  society.  The 
two,  though  motivated  by  the  same  prem¬ 
ises,  used  different  methods  to  achieve 


their  goals.  One  killed  off  all  of  those  he 
deemed  unfit  for  life  in  an  attempt  to 
cleanse  the  world  and  the  other  manipu¬ 
lated  the  natural  process  of  reproduction 
to  tweak  the  population,  claiming  that  the 
results  would  be  evident  later.  Hitler  is 
infamous  as  a  lunatic  tyrant  of  history  for 
all  of  the  deaths  he  called  for,  but  Graham 


is  not  even  remembered,  except  maybe  by 
those  whose  lives  he  directly  affected. 

The  Genius  Factory  delves  not  only 
into  the  advanced  scientific  methods  that 
men  like  Graham  and  his  colleagues  put 
into  practice,  but  also  into  the  lives  of 
those  whom  his  twisted  dream  affected. 
Children  born  from  these  special 
sperm  had  a  roughly  50-50  chance 
of  ending  up  with  either  an  above- 
average  intelligence  or  one  that 
was  simply  average  at  best.  One 
son  of  a  Nobel  winner  ended  up 
aimless  and  stupid,  but  others,  cre¬ 
ated  from  seed  of  a  similar  origin 
ended  up  doing  fairly  well  at  their 
respective  schools  and  hobbies. 
The  mothers  of  such  children  were 
proud  and  boastful,  and  with  good 
reason,  because  their  children  were 
going  places  in  life.  The  donors 
who  contributed  to  such  children 
were  a  bit  more  shadowy,  staying  as 
far  away  from  the  whole  situation 
as  possible,  not  as  proud  of  their 
progeny.  This  increased  brainpow¬ 
er  that  most  of  the  Nobel  children 
possessed,  however,  did  not  make 
them  above  errors;  one  ended  up 
getting  his  illegal  immigrant  girl¬ 
friend  pregnant,  making  him  the 
first  child  of  the  Nobel  sperm  bank 
to  father  a  child  himself. 

1  The  details  pertaining  to  the 
'  individuals  involved  and  whose 
I  lives  have  been  changed  irrevoca- 
c  bly  by  Graham’s  strange  outlook 
made  The  Genius  Factory  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  book  to  read.  Thoroughly  researched 
and  excellently  written,  The  Genius  Fac¬ 
tory  gives  the  reader  an  inside  look  into 
an  event  perhaps  stranger  than  science 
fiction,  balancing  light  skepticism  with 
serious  narration  of  a  strange  period  in 
modern  history. 


THE  GENIUS  FACTORY 
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DAVID  PLOTZ 


Strokes'  Star  Goes  Solo 


By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Editorial  Board  Assistant 


Tours  To  Keep,  Albert  Hammond,  Jr.’s 
debut  album,  seems  to  be  the  start  of  an 
up-and-coming  career.  It  is  only  a  side 
project,  however, 
and  he  does  not  in¬ 
tend  to  leave  The 
Strokes,  the  band 
with  which  he 
found  fame.  Ham¬ 
mond  is  one  of  two 
guitarists  in  the 
New  York  band, 
renowned  for  his 
solos  in  such  songs 
as  “Last  Nite”  and 
“Take  It  or  Leave 
It.”  The  band 
seems  to  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  Ham¬ 
mond’s  personal 
undertaking — lead 
singer  Julian  Casa- 
blancas  has  lent 
his  expertise  on 
bass  and  provided 
backrup  vocals  for 
Hammond  in  one 
song  from  Tours  To 
Keep.  He  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  play  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
alongside  Bloc  Party  on  March  28. 

Hammond’s  song-writing  diverges 
significantly  from  the  style  The  Strokes 
are  famous  for;  his  is  more  relaxed  and 
mellow.  The  album  cover  itself  shows  the 
sun  on  a  grassy  landscape:  the  prelude,  of 
a  tranquility  one  would  not  expect  from 


the  post-punk,  garage  rock  Strokes.  His 
first  single,  “Everyone  Gets  A  Star,5’  has  in¬ 
strumentals  merely  backing  up  the  vocals 
rather  than  leading  the  melody. 

The  CD  itself  begins  with  “Cartoon 
Music  for  Superheroes,”  a  sort  of  lullaby 


that  is  a  bit  of  an  odd  way  to  kick  off  an 
album.  The  last  song,  and  perhaps  my  fa¬ 
vorite,  “Hard  to  Live  in  the  City,”  relates 
the  speaker’s  longing  for  a  simpler  way  of 
life  with  the  person  addressed  in  the  lyr¬ 
ics.  When  Hammond  sings,  “So  just  lay 
.your  head  down  low  /  don’t  let  anybody 
know  /  that  it’s  hard  to  live,  so  hard  to  live 


in  the  city,”  he  brings  out  a  sense  of  a  deep 
craving  for  nostalgia  and  peace.  It  was  a 
great  choice  to  have  those  songs  bookend 
the  album  in  order  to  keep  a  general  view 
of  how  Hammond’s  music  flows.  The  last 
two  songs  on  his  CD  are  bonus  tracks  and 
covers  of  the  band  Guided 
by  Voices  and  artist  Eric 
Clapton,  respectively. 

With  every  favorite 
song,  however,  comes  a 
least  favorite  song.  I  was 
disappointed  with  “Scared” 
because  of  its  repetitive 
chorus.  Though  the  lyrics 
are  well  written,  I  do  not 
especially  want  to  hear  the 
same  chorus  for  the  majority 
of  the  song.  That  said,  “Back 
to  the  101”  is  the  certainly 
the  catchiest  song  on  the 
CD,  and  I  would  stick  it  on 
repeat  until  my  ears  bleed. 
In  it,  Hammond  admits  that 
he  has  “lost  his  way”  and  is 
unsure  of  past  relationship 
mistakes.  I  suppose  the 
-  'g  video  for  the  single  seems 
.  z  to  disagree  with  me,  because 
.  it  consists  of  Hammond  dy- 
- Q  ^  ,  s  ing  and  coming  back  to  life.. 

*  This  is  perhaps  a  metaphor 
for  needing  to  take  reachback  for  Love 
101. 

The  future  holds  many  possibilities 
for  Hammond,  but  to  be  honest,  there  is 
not  much  buzz  for  the  release  of  Tours  to 
Keep.  Perhaps  it  is  better  that  he  retain  his 
indie  status,  at  least  for  now.  Go  out  and 
buy  it.  It  is  definitely  a  keeper. 
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By  Amy  Walsh,  II 
&  Ying  Wang.  II 

Contributing  Writer  &  EBA 


With  a  “Best  of  Boston  2003” 
festooned  on  the  front  window,  Tanjore 
proudly  displays  its  stamp  of  approval. 
While  Tanjore’s  location,  nestled  in  the 
heart  of  eclectic  Harvard  Square,  and 
price,  relatively  cheap,  make  it  quite  ac¬ 
cessible,  we  did  find  some  flaws  in  the 
overexcited  service  and  taste  of  some 
dishes.  People  from  all 
walks  of  life  enjoy  the 
traditional  Indian  food 
at  Tanjore — college  stu¬ 
dents  fill  the  tables  next  to 
workers  in  business  suits. 

The  moderate  noise  level 
in  the  restaurant  makes 
it  a  great  place  to  just  sit 
down  for  a  drink  with  a 
friend  or  a  meal  on  the 
weekends. 

Walking  into  the 
Tanjore  the  first  thing 
one  notices  are  the  yellow, 
orange  and  clay  red  walls, 
accented  with  Indian-style 
windows,  which  provide  a 
mellow  atmosphere  desir 
able  at  any  restaurant.  The 
laid  back  ambience,  how¬ 
ever,  seems  to  be  offset 
by  modern  lights  hanging 


regions  of  India:  north,  south  and  coastal 
India.  The  order  by  which  they  organize 
their  menu  only  made  ordering  that  much 
easier  and  efficient..  If  one  finds  the  tastes 
of  South  India  delectable,  all  one  would 
have  to  do  is  to  look  under  “  South  India.” 
It’s  as  simple  as  that. 

If  one  is  still  undecided  about 
what  to  get,  the  wait  staff  is  more  than 
happy  to  recommend  something.  Their 
friendliness  can  be  a  bit  overbearing  at 
times,  while  we  were  dining,  the  waiters 


TANJORE'S  UNIQUE  INTERIOR  IS  AS  AUTHENTIC  AS  THE  FOOD 


from  the  ceiling,  some  of  which  flicker 
sporadically  or  have  completely  gone 
out  altogether.  If  you  do  decide  to  try 
out  Tanjore,  it  is  worth  taking  a  look  at 
the  giant  painting  of  traditional  Indian 
women  dressed  in  a  diamond-studded  sari 
that  adorns  one  of  the  walls. 

After  ogling  the  scenery,  it  comes 
time  to  make  a  decision  on  what  to  order. 
The  menu  was  conveniently  separated 
into  sections  geographically,  based  on  the 


kept  coming  back  to  talk  to  us  when  all 
we  wanted  to  do  was  just  sit  there  and 
enjoy  our  meal.  Others  may  appreciate 
the  conversational  nature  in  their  waiter 
that  this  type  of  service  offers. 

Popular  dishes  at  Tanjore  include 
the  Chicken  Dosa  and  the  Chicken 
Masala.  The  Chicken  Dosa  consists  of 
chicken,  rice,  lentils,  potatoes  and  herbs 
and  is  served  with  a  side  of  coconut  chut¬ 
ney  and  sambhar,  a  lentil  stew.  At  first,  not 


Home  for  Indie  Zine  Wanderers 


By  Geri  Medina,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Among  the  unique  and  wide-rang¬ 
ing  assortment  of  shops,  dining  and  en¬ 
tertainment  in  Harvard  Square,  one  tiny 
location  stands  out.  The  Papercut 
Zine  Library  is  an  unconventional 
institution  boasting  roughly  6,000 
zines  and  books.  Zines,  which  are 
similar  to  magazines,  differ  in  that 
they  are  usually  self-made  and  inde¬ 
pendently  published,  and  they  show¬ 
case  any  views,  thoughts  or  opinions, 
no  matter  how  niche  their  audience 
may  be. 

The  full  library  is  within  a  small 
room  of  a  house-turned-community- 
center,  known  as  The  Democracy 
Center,  which  functions  as  a  free  space 
for  community  meetings,  events,  and 
most  particularly,  the  library  itself. 

The  organizer  of  the  library,  who  had 
previously  accumulated  mounds  of 
various  zines,  decided  to  recycle  the 
collection  by  creating  a  library  for  them. 
Papercut  is  host  to  such  publications  and 
more,  some  of  which  come  from  people 
who  have  produced  them  single-handedly 
and  sent  them  in  by  mail.  The  library  also 
serves  as  a  hub  for  flyers  and  notices  about 
community  events  and  music  venues. 
Noteworthy  newspaper  clippings,  stick¬ 
ers  and  messages  decorate  the  walls  of 
the  library.  The  PZL  was  furnished  with 
an  initial  collection  of  around  600  zines 
in  May  2005. 


has  changed  as  well.  A  collective  of  people 
who  help  run  the  library  meet  monthly 
to  discuss  improvements  and  necessary 
duties.  The  group  itself  is  what  keeps  the 
library  functioning;  no  singular  person  is 
in  charge  of  administration  and  owner 


1 

library 


BANNER  BOASTING  HARVARD  SQUARE  ZINE  LIBRARY 


ship.  Instead,  each  person  within  the 
party  has  the  same  amount  of  input  and 
expectations  as  the  other  members.  This 
democratically  run  library  also  completely 
relies  on  the  roughly  20  individuals,  rang¬ 
ing  from  students  to  adults,  who  all  donate 
their  time  during  the  week.  The  site  is 
open  every  day,  though  the  volunteers’ 
schedules  are  sporadic  and  fluctuate 
weekly.  Community  musicians  and  artists 
also  make  regular  appearances,  hosting 
shows,  readings  or  potlucks  for  members 
“1  v.vSinte  itv creation,  the1  library  not  or  anyone  who'  wishes  to  'participate, 
only  has  grown  in  members  and  catalog,  Membership  is  entirely  free,  and  the  ex-  ‘ 
but  its  objective  and  nianageihent  stVle  •  peered  terms  ofmembership  are  loose  and 


friendly,  with  a  system  of  fines  not  unlike 
that  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  People 
are  free  to  take  out  almost  any  zine,  and 
there  is  ample  space  for  those  who  wish 
to  sit  and  read.  The  available  selection 
ranges  from  politics,  cookbooks,  the  envi¬ 
ronment,  feminism  and  even  publications 
made  solely  by  individuals. 

Convenient,  down-to-earth  and 
with  a  friendly  and  open  atmosphere, 
Papercut  is  a  place  that  more  people 
should  consider  visiting  and  joining.  A 
bin  dedicated  to  all  donated  zines  is  al¬ 
ways  filled  with  works  that  people  have 
gathered  and  ones  that  they  have  printed 
themselves.  Papercut  is  always  looking  to 
expand  its  collection  and  to  bring  in  more 
high  school  students  as  members  and  also 
as  contributors  and  creators  of  zines.  Any 
and  all  work  submitted  is  guaranteed  to 
be  accepted  and  showcased,  which  is  an 
awesome  and  inviting  opportunity  that 
few  libraries  have  to  offer. 

With  its  grassroots  success,  dedicat¬ 
ed  collective  of  volunteers,  commitment 
to  its  mission  and  accepting  atmosphere, 
Papercut  is  sure  to  expand  and  to  continue 
to  uphold  its  unique  place  on  45  Mt. 
Auburn  St.  Next  time  you  visit  Harvard 
Square,  take  some  time  to  check  out  this 
cool  place  and  see  what  it  is  all  about 
for  yourself,  and  consider  becoming  a 
member  or  volunteering.  Also,  be  sure  to 
look  them  up  at  the  “Speak  for  Yourself” 
Boston  Zine  Fair  on  March  24  and  25 
from  10-6  p.m.,  a  free  event  at  the  Pozen 
CenterNorth  Building  on  621  Huntington 
Ave.  (Mass  Art1),  which’Papercut  will'be 
participating  m.  More  information  can- be 
■  fouhd  4t  wwW  bo's  ton  zine  fair.org, 


Spotlight 

Amity  Paye 


knowing  how  to  go  about  approaching  the 
crepe-like  bread  that  extended  far  off  the 
plate  on  both  sides,  the  friendly  waiter 
offered  to  cut  it  into  more  manageable 
pieces.  Provided  that  the  crepe  fell  apart 
at  every  cut  of  the  knife,  we  were  sure 
the  struggle  would  be  worth  the  wait; 
however,  the  bland  taste  proved  to  be 
rather  disappointing.  There  was  no  zest  to 
the  flavor,  and  the  potatoes  and  chicken 
tasted  rather  dry.  Even  the  delicious 
lentil  stew  could  not  redeem  the  over¬ 
all  bland  taste  of 
the  meal.  On  the 
other  hand,  Aloo 
Chole  is  one  of 
the  restaurant’s 
best  dishes, 
blending  chick¬ 
peas  and  potatoes 
together  in  a  de¬ 
lightfully  savory 
sauce.  The  taste 
packed  a  power 
ful  punch  while 
at  the  same  time 
not  too  overbear 
ing. 

For  drinks, 
iwe  recommend 

ID 

| the  Mango  Las- 
|si,  a  delightfully 
Jsweet,  smooth- 
||ie-type  beverage 
.  that  provides  a 


perfect  precursor  for  any  meal.  Tradi¬ 
tional  clay  oven-baked  naan  bread  is  also 
a  good  appetizer  and  a  must  for  ordering 
at  Tanjore.  Served  nice  and  warm,  it’s 
crunchy  on  the  outside  and  chewy  on 
the  inside. 

We  certainly  reccomend  Tanjore — 
if  you  are  ever  strolling  the  streets  of 
Harvard  Square,  be  sure  to  stop  in  for  a 
variety  of  traditional  and  modern  Indian 
cuisine. 


By  Monique  Symes,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Not  only  is  she  a  student,  but  she 
is  also  a  designer  and  even  an  ambas¬ 
sador.  These  descriptions  are  just  the 
tip  of  the  iceberg  when  you  are  talking 
about  Amity  Paye.  Amity  is  a  friend  and 
confidante  who  has  immense  drive  and 
has  already  started  building  her  resume. 
She  has  proven  to  be  an  impressive 
scholar  and  an  individual  whom  I  know 
will  succeed.  I,  along  with  many  others, 
will  forever  be  in  her  corner. 

Amity  is  an  original  fashion  arti¬ 
san.  She  started  her  clothing  line  while 
working  for  Artists  for  Humanity.  She 
is  currently  designing  prom  dresses  for 
a  few  lucky  ladies  of  the  classes  of  2007 
and  2008,  and  is  even  crafting  clothing 
inspired  by  18th  century  styles. 

Ms.  Amity  Paye  is  also  an  ambas¬ 
sador.  This  energetic  and  hopeful  young 
woman  never  ceases  to  amaze  me.  She 
has  been  recognized  by  Teen  Voices,  a 
Massachusetts  magazine,  with  a  Teen 
Activist  award.  Her  leadership  role  at 
Teen  Voices  was  one  of  the  opportunities 
that  proved  to  be  a  crucial  stepping- 
stone  on  her  life’s  path.  She  has  also 
volunteered  with  the  Mayor’s  Youth 
Council  to  host  its  past  two  Youth  Sum¬ 
mits,  and  her  work  with  the  Mayor’s 
Youthline  is  unceasing. 

Amity  is  a  student  who  works  tire¬ 
lessly  at  honing  her  incredible  artistic 
skill  and  expressing  her  passion  in  her 
artwork.  Many  of  her  sketches  are 
inspired  by  images  that  have  touched 
her  in  some  way.  Other  drawings  are 
of  objects  that  have  been  captured 
by  her  expert  eye  and  transformed 
from  three-dimensional  figures  into 
two-dimensional  wonders.  Amity  has 
dedicated  her  AP  Art  Concentration  of 
12  pieces  entirely  to  her  experiences  in 
New  Orleans  this  past  summer. 

Amity  spent  10  days  with  a  group 
of  student  and  adult  volunteers.  Their 
mission  was  initially  to  help  rebuild 
houses,  but  Amity  soon  found  that  this 
experience  helped  to  build  her  own  pas¬ 
sion.  This  experience  “opened  up  {her] 
eyes  to  the  extent  of  racial  and  political 
problems  in  our  country.” 

There  are  many  people  who  talk 
of  those  who  are  less  fortunate  and  who 
need  help,  but  Amity  actually  puts  her 
money  where  her  mouth  is.  She  cashed 
the  biggest  check  I  could  ever  imagine: 
that  check  was  for  hope,  support  and 
love,  and  she  made  sure  the  people  of 
New  Orleans  received  her  offer.  They 
did,  and  with  open  arms. 

In  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  Amity  saw  distress,  homeless¬ 
ness,  danger  and  the  struggle  to  survive. 
She  left  New  Orleans  with  images  in 
her  mind  that  she  continues  to  exude 
through  her  artwork.  This  young  woman 
was  exposed  to  a  life  she  had  never  be¬ 
fore  known.  Amity  still  talks  about  her 
experience  in  New  Orleans.  Yes,  she 
talks  about  the  bug  bites  and  the  heat, 
but  she  feels  so  driven  to  make  a  differ 
efice  and  tt>  help  those  who  are  in  need 
that  she  is -already  making  plans  to  go 
back.  This  fihi£,T’14  bt  with' her.'  *' 
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Garo  Yessayan 


By  Ted  Barry,  I 

Staff  Writer 


At  first  glance,  Garo  Yessayan  may 
look  like  a  slightly  less  hairy  gorilla  or  a 
small  boulder,  but  anybody  who  has  ever 
said  this  to  his  face  is  probably  no  longer 
alive.  Likewise,  some  people  may  have  tried 
to  tell  him  that  Garo  is  not  a  real  name, 
but  those  same  people  would  have  found 
themselves  saying  “I  immediately  regret 
this  decision”  as  200  pounds  of  solid  muscle 
descended  upon  them  in  fury  Of  course, 
Garo  is  one  of  the  kindest  and  gentlest 
people  I  know,  but  if  you  somehow  make 
him  angry,  you  may  find  yourself  lifted 
bodily  from  the  floor,  followed  by  an  ex¬ 
tremely  painful  wrestling  move. 

He  began  his  soccer  career  at  Latin  in 
the  eighth  grade,  and  his  tremendous  po¬ 
tential  was  soon  recognized;  he  was  named 
captain  of  the  JV  team  in  only  the  ninth 
grade.  Unfortunately  for  the  team,  Garo 
left  as  a  sophomore  when  he  realized  his 
true  calling  was  football,  but  he  still  plays 
soccer  for  a  local  travel  team,  terrorizing 
opponents  with  his  size  and  speed. 

Garo  joined  the  Wolfpack  football 
team  as  a  sophomore  and  became  an  im¬ 
mediate  hit.  Thanks  to  his  intense  soccer 
training,  his  cannon  of  a  right  foot  fre¬ 
quently  made  80-yard  kickoffs  and  60-yard 
punts,  but  after  an  offseason  of  hard  work 
and  rigorous  workouts,  he  was  hailed  as  a 
phenomenon,  as  he  became  the  starting 
fullback  and  linebacker  at  the  beginning  of 
junior  year.  He  put  up  staggering  numbers 
in  his  first  real  season,  and  there  was  no 
question  that  he  would  be  named  captain 
as  a  senior.  His  experience  with  the  defense 
led  to  his  flawless  play-calling  throughout 
the  year,  and  his  offensive  production 
wasn’t  too  bad  either:  he  scored  four 
touchdowns  in  one  of  the  greatest  games 
in  Latin  history — a  double  overtime  win 
against  bitter  archrival  Catholic  Memo¬ 
rial — and  certainly  would  have  led  the 
team  in  scoring  if  he  hadn’t  fallen  victim  to 
a  devastating  injury  a  few  weeks  into  the 
season.  The  injury,  a  tom  ACL,  caused  him 
to  miss  the  rest  of  the  season,  but  he  was 
still  at  practice  every  day,  cracking  down  on 
foolish  sophomores  who  dared  to  challenge 
his  authority. 

Realizing  that  his  size  and  muscle 
could  be  put  to  good  use  in  another  physical 
sport,  Garo  joined  the  wrestling  team  as  a 
sophomore.  He  quickly  picked  up  the  new 
sport,  using  his  considerable  strength  to  his 
advantage,  and  placed  third  in  the  DCL  as 
a  junior  (fifth  in  his  division).  He  looked  to 
have  a  strong  final  season,  but  due  to  his 
knee  surgery,  he  missed  most  of  the  year, 
coming  back  only  by  mid-February  In  true 
Yessayan  style,  however,  he  still  managed 
to  grab  four  wins  as  he  donned  the  purple 
spandex  and  hit  the  mats  one  last  time. 

During  his  injury  recovery  and  now 
during  the  offseason,  Garo  does  anything 
but  relax.  He  is  a  member  of  the  elite 
Wolfpack  Superfans,  one  of  the  most 
demanding  teams  in  the  school,  and  he 
also  helps  run  sporting  events  at  school, 
often  manning  the  shot  clock  or  timer  at 
basketball  games.  He  also  referees  soccer 
games  in  his  hometown  of  Jamaica  Plain 
and  teaches  young  children  his  own  form 
of  self-defense,  “Garo  Kwan  Do.”  Garo  is 
one  of  the  hardest-working  people  I  know, 
and  inspires  everybody  around  him  to  do 
better. 
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Sailing  Looks  for  Title  Repeat 


By  Liz  O’Brien,  I 
&  Alex  Pryse,  II 

Photo  Editor  &  Contributing  Writer 


With  a  2-9  standing  during  the 
2004-2005  season,  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Sailing  Team  knew  that  there  was 
a  great  amount  of  room  for  improve¬ 
ment.  In  the  following  season,  under  the 
leadership  of  captains  Theresa  O’Connell 
(’06)  and  Keith  Webber  (’06),  the  tides 
changed. 

Last  season,  with  the  exception 
of  one  loss,  the  squad  went  undefeated. 
They  miraculously  developed  a  team 
unity  which  enabled  them  to  overcome 
the  odds.  Each  boat  was  manned  by  two 
people;  however,  the  team  was  manned  by 
all.  Brother  of  a  team  member,  Stephen 
O’Connell  (II)  attended  a  race  and  was 
amazed  at  “the  ill  skills  the  team  pre¬ 
sented.”  He  states  that  “[his]  heart  was 
racing  as  the  battle  on  the  harbor  ensued. 
However,  the  team  remained  composed 
and  determined,  leading  to  victory.” 


Throughout  the  years,  the  team  has 
grown  from  the  different  hardships  they 
have  faced.  Whether  it  is  being  the  only 
inner  city  team  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
League, or  strug¬ 
gling  to  develop 
a  name  for  them-  — 
selves,  the  team  I 
has  continued  to 
triumph  through 
all  situations. 

Dedicated  team 
member,  Andrew 
Lawrence  (II), 
says,  “Last  year 
we  made  great 
improvement  and 
I  feel  that  we  can 
continue  to  hold  • 
the  division  title 
this  year,  through 
hard  work.” 

Among  the  GREGORY  nakashian  <n 


team’s  the  tribulations,  they  have  endured 
three  different  coaches  during  the  past 


three  years,  each  coach  having  different 
rules  and  expectations  for  squad.  This 
year,  under  the  guidance  of  new  and 
extremely  qualified  sailing  coach,  Bill 
Schoenberg,  the 
team  hopes  to  ful¬ 
fill  each  dream  they 
have  ever  had. 

This  season 
the  team  has  high 
hopes  for  gaining 
the  division  title 
and  ending  the 
season  completely 
undefeated.  As  a 
sailing  superfan, 
Daniel  Attridge 
(I)  says,  “I  have  no 
_doubt  in  my  mind 
gthat  the  team’s 
oconsistency  and 
determination  will 
HAILS  FROM  his  boat.  certainiy  help  them 


come  out  number  one  this  season.  I  know 
my  money’s  on  them!” 


Crew  Warms  Up 


By  Greer  McCormick,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Crew  is  not  your  typical  sport:  there 
is  no  ball  involved,  you  do  not  compete  on 
a  court,  rink  or  field  and  you  basically  give 
your  whole  life  up  for  this  one  sport.  Aside 
from  G-ROW,  which  is  a  team  made  up 
of  Boston  Public  School 
students  from  around 
the  city,  Boston  Latin 
School  is  the  only  public 
school  with  a  crew  team 
in  Boston. 

For  nearly  six  years 
and  counting,  Coach 
Gillian  Curran  has  con¬ 
tinually  led  the  girls’  crew 
program  to  greatness 
including  a  2005  State 
Championship.  Curran 
devotes  a  lot  of  her  time 
to  the  team  and  it  clearly 
shows.  In  2006,  the  team 
unanimously  decided  to  name  their  new 
boat  “The  Curran”  in  honor  of  her  hard 
work  and  dedication  to  the  crew  program. 
For  those  of  you  who  are  not  aware  of  the 
crew  team’s  regiment,  it  is  very  similar 
to  boot  camp,  as  one  rower  described 
it.  Beginning  in  January,  the  varsity  girls 
begin  with  preseason  training,  going  five 


days  a  week  for  practices.  The  training 
lasts  about  two  hours  and  various  exer¬ 
cises  are  done,  including  yoga,  pilates, 
running  and  stretching.  One  of  the  most 
challenging  aspects  of  the  preseason  are 
ergs,  which  are  machines  that  simulate  the 
rowing  motion  in  a  boat.  Throughout  the 
season,  many  2000  meter  and  4000  me¬ 
ter  pieces  are 
conducted  to 
determine 
the  individ¬ 
ual’s  place¬ 
ment  on  the 
boats.  Erg 
scores  are 
not  the  only 
factors  that 
determine  an 
individual’s 
placement 
on  a  boat, 
as  a  person’s 
skill  and  ca¬ 
pacity  are  also  considered.  As  a  former 
rower  at  BLS,  I  have  experienced  many 
4ks  where  girls  cry  and  vomit  afterwards. 
Not  only  is  there  pain  during  the  erging, 
but  some  girls  are  left  with  calluses  to 
remind  them  of  their  experience  weeks 
after  the  fact.  All  in  all,  beating  your  time 
is  more  satisfying  than  anything  else. 


Through  all  the  pain  and  agony,  surpassing 
your  previous  time  brings  a  giant  smile 
to  your  face  after  the  faint  feeling  rushes 
over  you. 

Last  year,  some  members  of  the 
team  went  to  Indian  Harbour  Beach, 
Florida  to  train  on  water  during  the  cold 
Boston  winter.  There  they  trained  twice 
a  day,  similar  to  MTV’s  Two-a-Days,  only 
rowing  a  boat.  Florida  was  quite  a  bonding 
experience  for  all  the  girls,  who  ate,  slept 
and  breathed  the  sport — figuratively  and 
literally.  This  year  the  girls  went  to  Florida 
again  but  this  time  to  Jacksonville,  where 
they  were  hosted  by  the  Jacksonville 
Rowing  Club.  The  rowers  got  to  spend 
some  time  with  JRC  and  also  spent  a  day 
hanging  out  with  Head  Master  Cornelia 
Kelley’s  brotherin-law. 

This  season  the  girls  have  a  lot  to 
overcome.  Many  of  the  prominent  2006 
seniors  have  moved  on  to  college  where 
they  are  rowing  and  coxing.  Heading  the 
team  this  year  are  senior  Co-captains  Zoe 
Calish,  Molly  Johnson  and  Kaitlin  Jack- 
son.  There  are  numerous  rowers  including 
more  than  ten  seniors  looking  to  fill  in 
the  void  left  by  last  year’s  graduates.  This 
season  looks  to  be  a  successful  one  with  all 
the  rowers  giving  more  than  100  percent, 
building  strength  to  try  and  dispose  of 
their  opponents  in  the  upcoming  races. 


Girls'  Tennis  Anticipates  Success 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


Already  hard  at  work  in  the  early 
days  of  spring  season  is  the  Boston  Latin 
girls’  tennis  team.  If  you  drive  by  the 
Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Club  in  Dorchester, 
you  will  see  the  girls  practicing  every  day, 
armed  with  their  intensity  and  passion  for 
the  sport. 

Looking  back  at  last  season,  the 
girls  had  a  very  successful  one.  They  had 
a  record  of  22-5,  eventually  advancing  to 
the  Division  I  North  sectional  play-offs. 
It  should  be  known  that  the  team  has 
made  it  to  the  play-offs  ever  since  2000. 
Once  there,  the  team  did  well,  but  lost  to 
Westford,  that  year’s  Dual  County  League 
Champions. 

This  year’s  team  is  determined  in 
maintaining  the  same  level  of  success 
they  have  had  in  previous  years.  When 
asked  who  the  captains  are  for  this  season, 


Kara  Richie  (I)  replied,  “Me,  myself,  and 
I.”  With  this,  no  longer  will  you  see  the 
triumvirate  of  the  “-ara’s”:  Richie,  Lara 
Hamad  (’06)  and  Tara  Banani  (’06).  Hamad 
and  Banani  were  considered  as  two  of  the 
best  on  the  team  and  so  the  players  on  this 
year’s  varsity  roster  have  some  big  shoes 
to  fill.  Don’t  be  disheartened,  however,  by 
the  losses  because  the  team  will  be  pick¬ 
ing  up  where  they  left  off.  The  squad  has 
some  amazing  assets,  including  returning 
players  Megan  Mulroney  (IV)  and  Caterina 
Goncalves  (IV).  Alongside  them,  there  are 
numerous  varsity  spots  open,  and  so  far, 
tryouts  are  going  well.  It  will  take  some 
time  before  Coach  Paulanne  Kennedy- 
Wilson,  who  has  coached  for  nearly  20 
years,  finalizes  the  roster.  Coach  Kennedy- 
Wilson  is  taking  her  time  in  deciding  who 
will  be  best  suited  for  varsity  in  order  to 
mold  a  group  that  will  mesh  well  and  at 
the  same  time  be  very  successful  against 
its  opponents. 


As  always,  the  main  goal  for  this 
year  is  to  advance  to  the  postseason  and 
become  DCL  champions.  Nevertheless, 
the  girls  are  not  quite  focusing  on  that  yet. 
“We  hope  to  be  one  of  the  stronger  teams 
in  our  league,”  said  Richie.  The  girls  want 
to  be  dominant  and  a  force  that  their  op¬ 
ponents  are  forced  to  contend  with.  As  of 
right  now,  since  the  squad  has  many  young 
and  new  players,  each  individual  must  first 
adjust  to  her  role.  These  young  players  are 
showing  promise  for  the  team.  In  addition, 
“we  also  have  a  lot  of  young  players  who 
have  improved  tremendously  since  last 
year,”  commented  Richie.  Team  chemistry 
also  plays  a  key  role  in  this  season  with  all 
the  girls  bonding  on  and  off  the  court  with 
their  love  for  tennis.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
this  year’s  team  will  again  be  successful. 
Hopefully  they  will  be  advancing  into  the 
play-offs  where  they  will  face  last  year’s 
DCL  champs  Westford  and  try  to  take  the 
title  that  has  eluded  them  for  some  time. 


schedule,  iti 


hini  into  an 
t^fcKy’sthe 
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CONTRIBUTING  WRITER 
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Who  would  be  a  better  fit  for  the  lottery- 

bound  Boston  Celtics? 
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Kathryn  Johnson 


Greg  Oden 


By  Ryan  Banci,  I 

Staff  Writer 


A  strong  base  keeps  all  structures  stable  and  upright.  Like¬ 
wise  the  center  position  in  the  NBA  can  make  or  break  a  team. 
Centers,  usually  the  tallest  players  on  the  court,  grab  rebounds, 
protect  the  paint  and  score  consistently.  The  greatest  ones — from 
Bill  Russell  and  Wilt  the  Stilt  to  Kareem  Abdul-Jabbar  to  Hakeem 
Olajuwon  to  Tim  Duncan  and  Shaquille  O’Neal — have  proven 
time  and  time  again  that  they  can  win  championships.  There  is 
no  question  that  it  is  the  most  important  position  in  the  NBA. 

Greg  Oden,  a  seven-foot-tall  center  who  currently  plays  for 
Ohio  State  has  been  projected  to  be  one  of  those  great  centers 
who  come  along  just  once  or  twice  every  decade.  Since  2005, 
Oden  has  been  labeled  a  future  No.  1  pick.  “Why?”  you  may  ask. 
There  are  a  number  of  reasons,  including  his  impressive  resume, 
defensive  skillset,  athleticism  and,  of  course,  his  intimidating 
physique.  As  a  high  school  player,  Oden  once  classified  himself  as 
“tall  and  goofy,”  but  through  practice  and  experience,  he  was  able 
to  develop  and  to  lead  his  team  as  a  junior  and  senior  to  back-to- 
back  state  titles  in  Indiana,  a  very  competitive  basketball  state. 
What  impressed  college  and  NBA  scouts  the  most  about  Oden 
was  his  polished  defensive  skills.  He  seemed  to  possess  great 
timing  and  athleticism  as  an  elite  shot  blocker,  as  well  as  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  take  charges  and  pro-like  patience  not  to  bite  on  fakes.  In 
last  year’s  McDonalds’  All-American  game,  Oden  displayed  his 
defense  against  the  best  top  high  school  players  the  nation  had 
to  offer,  including  Kevin  Durant,  now  the  Big  12  player  of  the 
year.  He  blocked  four  shots  before  the  half  including  one  from 
Durant  and  displayed  his  athleticism  with  some  monster  dunks. 
Coaches  say  Oden  has  a  humble  demeanor,  which  he  uses  to  lead 
by  example  on  the  court  instead  of  using  words.  He  is,  in  fact, 
quite  like  the  aforementioned  Duncan,  who  led  the  San  Antonio 
Spurs  from  cellar  dwellers  to  three-time  NBA  Champions  with 
his  quiet  approach,  great  execution  and  ability. 

Oden  is  a  prodigious  defender  and  rebounder  who  can 
lead  a  team,  but  his  offensive  skills  do  not  quite  match  up  to  his 
defense.  He  does  have  tremendous  potential  due  to  great  quickr 
ness  and  explosiveness,  especially  for  a  seven-footer.  His  post-up 
skills  are  very  limited,  and  he  needs  more  experience  against  taller 
players.  He  has  also  shown  weakness  against  aggressive  players,  as 
he  tends  to  get  into  foul  trouble  with  those  who  can  effectively 
challenge  him.  He  has  a  very  soft  touch  for  a  big  man,  but  he  still 
has  to  work  to  do  on  his  jump  shots  and  free-throws.  There  is  a 
lot  of  potential  for  Oden  to  develop  an  offensive  game,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  scouts  that  he  will  be  able  to  do  so 
because  of  his  hard  work  ethic  on  the  court,  where  he  transforms 
himself  from  “tall  and  goofy”  to  “big  and  dominant."  Oden  is  also 
smart  and  savvy,  traits  apparent  through  his  performance  in  the 
Classroom)  where  he  maintained  honors  grades  throughout  high 
school.  He  has  great  moral  character;  he  is  always  humWe  and 
never  displays.ovfer-confid$nce,  shows  that  be  will  continue  to 
it  (o i  imjpto#meht  and  will  always  st|fvt;  for  more. 
isMdam4mitutOd< 


Kevin  Durant 


By  Marshall  Caldera,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


The  question  of  whether  or  not  there  will  be  any  silver 
lining  to  the  Boston  Celtics’  regular  season  will  have  to  wait 
until  June  28.  That’s  when  they  will  be  hoping  to  have  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  opportunity  to  choose  between  two  great  college 
players.  Their  names  are  Greg  Oden,  the  freshman  center  for 
Ohio  State,  and  Kevin  Durant,  a  talented  freshman  forward 
for  Texas.  While  some  might  prefer  Oden  to  Durant,  the 
Celtics,  if  armed  with  the  No.  1  overall  pick,  would  have  to 
take  Durant. 

Durant  comes  in  at  6’ 9”  and  190  lbs.  On  top  of  that 
Durant  is  drawing  comparisons  to  some  great  players  that 
are  in  the  NBA  today.  He  has  an  amazing  wingspan  of  7*2”, 
can  handle  the  ball  like  a  point-guard,  and  is  a  great  athlete, 
with  great  leaping  ability.  Not  only  that,  but  he  has  an  amaz¬ 
ing  outside-inside  game  with  a  great  touch  outside,  and  good 
post-game  inside.  He  also  finishes  with  authority,  can  shoot 
off  the  dribble,  and  slash  through  multiple  defenders.  He  has 
great  hands  and  is  already  a  polished  scorer.  Furthermore  he 
isn’t  even  fully  developed  physically  or  talent-wise. 

Let  me  tell  you,  not  many  players  like  Durant  come 
around  often.  How  many  players  have  been  talked  about  this 
much  at  such  a  young  age?  Can  anyone  remember  any  other 
player  like  this  besides  LeBron  James?  Kevin  graduated  high 
school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  (a  year  early)  and  is  still  having 
loads  of  success  at  the  college  level.  That’s  not  to  mention  his 
upside  is  through  the  roof  while  he  hasn’t  even  scratched  the 
surface  of  his  potential.  That  alone  is  the  biggest  reason  we 
need  to  pick  Durant.  Picking  the  Longhorns’  forward  would 
allow  him  to  join  Paul  Pierce,  Gerald  Green,  and  A1  Jefferson 
in  what  possibly  could  lead  to  one  of  the  more  talented  and 
youthful  lineups  in  the  NBA. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  might  want  to  take  Oden  because 
of  the  position  he  plays  and  how  he  plays  it  so  dominantly.  But 
that  actually  might  work  against  him,  as  centers  take  consid¬ 
erably  longer  to  develop.  Durant  may  be  getting  30+  a  game 
while  Oden  still  might  be  learning  the  game  and  adjusting  to 
the  quicker,  up-tempo  style  of  the  NBA.  Durant  is  also  a  pure 
scorer  who  can  attack  you  outside  the  arc  or  inside  the  paint 
without  too  many  negatives  attached  to  his  game. 

Oden  may  be  better  in  the  NBA,  but  Durant  will  be  the 
more  versatile,  dynamic,  and  athletic  player.  Imagine  Tracy 
McGrady  and  Kevin  Garnett  combined  as  one  player.  That 
is  essentially  what  you  will  get  if  you  draft  Kevin  Durant.  If 
you  look  at  him  now,  just  take  that  and  give  it  three  more 
years  Of  experience  and  a  stronger  frame.  If  you  think  he’s 
great  now,  just  give  him  time  and  you  might  be  looking  at 
the  ne*fc  Michael  Jordan.  Yes,  I  said  it,  Michael  Jordan,  the 
highest?,  cbmphraent  and  comparison  any  player  can  receive. 
But  at  t^advjailcied  stagp  he  playing,  and  it  this  early  in 
his  careie^  putting  together  the  talent  rtiight  not  be  ?s  much 


Kathryn  Johnson,  fondly  referred 
to  as  “Molly”  by  her  friends  and  teach¬ 
ers,  whom  her  mother  has  managed  to 
thoroughly  confuse  during  parent  open 
houses,  has  flaming  red  hair  which  makes 
her  stand  out  anywhere.  Add  that  to  her 
sunny  personality  and  her  bright  wardrobe 
and  she  simply  cannot  be  missed  while 
walking  through  the  hallways  of  Boston 
Latin  School. 

I  met  Molly  long  before  becoming 
a  student  at  Boston  Latin.  We  go  way 
back  to  first  grade  at  the  Rafael  Hernan¬ 
dez  School.  We  have  basically  been  best 
friends  ever  since. 

Molly  has  been  involved  with  sports 
practically  from  the  time  she  could  walk. 
As  a  child  she  played  soccer  and  T-ball 
and  then  picked  up  gymnastics  at  the 
Ohrenberger  Community  Center  before 
even  entering  first  grade.  She  stuck  with 
gymnastics  until  eighth  grade,  when  she 
found  a  new  sport  to  dedicate  her  time 
to:  crew.  She  got  hooked  on  crew  after 
participating  in  a  week-long  summer  pro¬ 
gram  called  G-ROW.  This  is  now  Molly’s 
fifth  season  on  the  crew  team,  and  she  is 
one  of  the  three  captains  of  the  team.  If 
you  get  Molly  started  talking  about  crew, 
you  better  be  ready  to  see  her  face  light 
up  and  hear  her  talk  for  hours,  because 
crew  has  really  become  a  part  of  her  life. 
Her  teammates  proudly  refer  to  her  as  “a 
beast,”  since  she  is  one  of  the  strongest 
rowers  on  the  team.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
she  is  so  strong;  Molly  jumps  to  row  at 
every  chance  she  gets.  She  spent  all  of  last 
summer  rowing  for  Community  Rowing 
Inc.,  getting  the  opportunity  to  race  in 
the  Royal  Canadian  Henley  Regatta.  She 
hopes  to  continue  rowing  wherever  she 
decides  to  go  to  school  next  year.  On  top 
of  crew,  Molly  also  swims  for  the  Gators 
swim  team  at  the  West  Roxbury  YMCA, 
which  she  has  been  doing  since  eighth 
grade,  participating  there  in  swimming 
lessons  even  before  that. 

Not  only  is  Molly  one  heck  of  an 
athlete,  but  she  is  also  a  musician.  She 
started  playing  the  piano  in  first  grade, 
taking  lessons  until  the  end  of  her  junior 
year  when  her  piano. teacher  retired.  She 
currently  plays  alto  clarinet  in  the  Senior 
Band  at  Boston 
member  ofFootb 
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Softball  Moves  on  Without  Seniors 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Staff  Writer 


As  the  temperature  begins  to  rise 
and  the  trees  at  Daisy  Field  in  Jamaica 
Plain  renew  their  verdant  shroud  of 
leaves,  the  Lady  Wolfpack  softball  team 
prepares  for  yet  another  season.  Last  year 
brought  much  excitement  and  more  suc¬ 
cess  than  recent  years,  but  it  also  brought 
the  end  to  the  high  school  careers  of 
seven  starters  due  to  graduation.  With  a 
young  squad,  it  will  be  tough  for  Coach 
Tim  Holland  to  maintain  a  level  of  excel¬ 
lence  while  also  rebuilding  for  the  future. 
As  Holland  enters  his  seventh  season  as 
the  head  coach,  however,  no  one  else 
seems  more  qualified  to  handle  the  situ¬ 
ation'.  Last  year’s  team  MVP,  Christine 
Kelly  (II),  admits,  “In  the  last  few  years, 
one  of  our  biggest  problems  has  been 
speed.  With  a  lot  of  young  girls  that  will 
be  on  the  team  this  year,  I  hope  that 
they  can  bring  some  agility  and  hopefully 
some  skill  on  the  base  paths.” 

Kelly,  a  three-sport  athlete,  will  be 
forced  to  duplicate — if  not  surpass — her 


MVP  season  of  a  year  ago.  The  Wolfpack 
will  have  to  fill  at  least  seven  spots  in  the 
starting  lineup,  which  means  that  this 
year  will  mainly  focus  on  rebuilding  the 
team  for  the  future  and  teaching 
some  of  the  younger  players  how 
to  compete  at  the  varsity  level. 

Still,  Kelly  believes  that  the  team 
can  find  success  this  season.  She 
says,  “Although  this  is  definitely 
a  rebuilding  year,  I  believe  new 
players  and  new  chemistry  will 
translate  to  some  victories  this 
year.” 

If  Kelly’s  assessment  is  prov¬ 
en  correct,  it  is  going  to  take  a  lot 
of  hard  work  and  discipline  from 
each  and  every  player.  Senior  cap¬ 
tains,  Patricia  Foley  and  Lorraine- 
McElligott,  must  provide  the  team 
with  leadership  and  guidance  if 
they  wish  to  compete  in  the  fierce  DCL 
this  season  actively.  The  fun-loving  atmo-  , 
sphere  that  this  team  has  displayed  over 
the  last  few  years  also  cannot  be  lost. 
Throughout  many  tough  times  and  many 
victories,  this  team  has  always  carried 


itself  with  the  right  attitude  and  a  sense 
of  professionalism  which  is  an  absolute 
testament  to  Coach  Holland.  While 
asking  the  girls  about  their  coach,  the 


GIRLS'  SOFTBALL  TEAM,  2005-2006 


same  words  kept  appearing:  “laid  back,” 
“knowledgeable”  and  “loyal.”  While 
Boston  Latin  is  blessed  with  many  good 
coaches  in  the  athletic  department,  few 
can  say  that  their  players  respect  them 
and  genuinely  believe  in  their  system  as 


much  as  Coach  Holland. 

The  good  coaching  and  good 
leadership  also  must  go  along  with 
disciplined  play  on  the  field.  Rebecca 
Farley  (II)  hopes  to  emerge  as 
a  top  pitcher  this  season,  while 
seniors  Judy  Norton  and  Nicole 
Poulis  look  to  provide  stellar 
defense.  These  players  need  to 
contribute  in  these  aforemen¬ 
tioned  facets  of  the  game  if 
the  Wolfpack  can  expect  any 
success  this  season.  Pitching 
^and  defense  are  definitely  the 
Stwo  most  valuable  sections  of 

CO 

^the  game  that  no  winning  team 
lean  be  without.  While  many 
|people  may  point  to  hitting  as 
| the  key  to  the  game,  pitching 
gand  defense  are  also  integral 
in  setting  that  tone  of  focus 
and  discipline  that  will  make  opponents 
aware  that  they  are  in  for  a  hard-fought 
game  every  time  out.  So  if  you  are  walk¬ 
ing  along  the  Jamaica  Way  on  a  beautiful 
spring  day,  stop  by  Daisy  Field  and  watch 
the  Lady  Wolfpack  in  action. 


Boys'  Tennis  Will  Be  DCL  Threat 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Spring  has  arrived  and  it  brings  with 
it  warmer  weather,  chirping  birds  and  that 
distinctive  thwack  sound,  which  can  only 
be  made  by  the  hitting  of  a  tennis  ball  on  a 
racket.  Yes,  the  Boston  Latin  School  boys’ 
tennis  team  is  back  for  another  season,  and 
if  the  positive  buzz  for  this  squad  is  cor 
rect,  this  season  could  be  one  of  the  best 
ever  for  the  Latin  boys’  tennis  team. 

Returning  for  his  second  season  as 
coach  of  the  Latin  School  boys  is  Coach 
Herbert  Chenell.  Last  season,  the  new 
Boston  Latin  manager  led  the  team  to  a 
respectable  8-10  record,  which  was  a  great 
improvement  for  the  team  overall.  In  the 
years  before,  boys’  tennis  had  not  been 
very  good  at  winning  or  even  keeping  up 
with  the  very  tough  Dual  County  League 
competition.  Coach  Chenell,  however, 


has  coached  for  many  years,  and  now  he 
brings  over  30  years  of  tennis  experience 
to  Boston  Latin.  Certainly,  if  there  is  a 
man  to  turn  around  the  boys’  team,  it  is 
Coach  Chenell. 

The  two  captains  this  year  are  se¬ 
niors  Giancarlo  Graziani  and  Joshua  Li, 
the  dynamic  duo  who  demonstrate  their 
leadership  by  their  great  commitment 
to  the  tennis  team  over  the  years.  Both 
captains  have  high  expectations  for  the 
season.  Captain  Li,  when  asked  about  the 
status  of  the  coming  season,  answered, 
“Our  players  are  all  returning,  three  of 
which  are  much  better,  while  many  other 
schools  have  lost  many  of  their  best  play¬ 
ers.  Overall,  the  team  is  very  excited  for 
the  season!”  Because  the  team  did  not 
lose  any  players  from  last  year,  it  will 
have  a  squad  full  of  experience  and  great 
chemistry.  Captain  Graziani  was  quick  to 
add,  “This  will  be  our  second  year  play¬ 


ing  under  Coach  Chenell,  so  we  are  now 
familiar  with  the  ways  he  coaches,  and 
our  team  will  be  able  to  adapt  quickly  to 
the  season.”  It  can  also  be  said  that  the 
captains  have  earned  their  leader  positions 
because  they  are  great  players.  Graziani  is 
the  first  singles  player  on  the  team,  while 
Li  mans  the  first  doubles  position. 

The  other  set  members  of  this  year’s 
varsity  squad  include  second  singles  player 
Sam  Strassman  (II),  third  singles  player 
David  Qin  (II)  and  first  doubles  player 
Kevin  Chu  (III).  The  rest  of  the  play¬ 
ers’  positions  on  the  team  have  not  been 
figured  out  yet,  but  there  are  a  number 
of  exceptional  players  including  Patrick 
Gibbons  (IV),  Tony  Xing  (I),  Tony  Huang 
(II)  and  Jeremy  Nguyen  (II).  These  boys 
practice  hard  every  day  for  two  hours 
after  school  in  order  to  improve  their 
personal  gameplay  The  team  practices  at 
the  Sportsmen’s  Tennis  Club  in  Dorches¬ 


ter,  the  same  location  where  they  play 
their  home  games  during  the  season.  The 
guys  would  welcome  some  BLS  support 
as  they  prepare  to  kick  some  tail  in  the 
DCL — maybe  they  could  even  get  some 
help  from  the  Wolfpack  SUPERFANS  if 
they  go  on  a  tear. 

As  for  the  season’s  outlook,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  Latin  will  have  to  play  hard  in 
order  to  beat  DCL  tennis  powerhouses 
Concord-Carlisle,  Acton-Boxboro  and 
Newton  South.  Captain  Li  predicts  that 
the  team  can  definitely  come  in  at  either 
third  or  fourth,  and  possibly  even  better  if 
they  can  beat  the  dominant  teams  in  the 
DCL.  Meanwhile,  Captain  Graziani  ex¬ 
uded  the  utmost  confidence  when  he  said, 
“Fourth?  Not  ever,  guy.  We’re  going  to  win 
the  DCL  and  the  State  Championships 
outright.”  Let  us  hope  this  confidence 
translates  into  a  successful  season  for  the 
Boston  Latin  boys’  tennis  team. 


- 
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Red 

By  Paul  Brideau,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Marlon  Jackson  is  an  unusual  name 
to  begin  a  Red  Sox  article  with,  but  it  is 
nonetheless  important.  This  man  single- 
handedly  ripped  out  the  hearts  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  New  Englanders  after  intercept¬ 
ing  Tom  Brady  with  54  seconds  remaining 
in  the  AFC  Championship  back  in  January 
to  end  the  Pats’  hopes  of  yet  another  Super 
Bowl  championship.  From  that  moment 
on,  the  countdown  began  for  Boston  fans, 
including  myself,  for  the  arrival  of  spring 
training,  the  official  wake-up  call  for  Red 
Sox  Nation.  I  can  now  accept  the  fact 
that  we  do  not  have  four  Super  Bowls  in 
six  years,  that  Peyton  Manning’s  face  will 
be  televised  more  than  ever  and  that  Tom 
Brady  could  have  five  children  by  next  fall, 
because  now  it’s  time  for  some  baseball. 

As  I  watched  Curt  Schilling  throw 
the  first  pitch  of  Spring  Training,  I  real¬ 
ized  that  I  had  forgotten  he  existed.  The 
team  name  has  apparently  become  the 
“Matsuzaka  Maniacs,”  seeing  as  how  Dice- 
K  has  made  countless  appearances  in  the 
media.  Many  interviews  even  last  longer 
than  an  entire  game  due  to  the  language 
barrier.  Daisuke  has  had  an  impressive 
spring  (and  keep  in  mind  that  the  first 
game  was  against  our  own  Boston  Col¬ 
lege),  but  until  he  makes  several  starts 
in  the  regular  season,  it  is  impossible  to 
predict  his  success.  To  be  honest,  I  would 
rather  not.  Matsuzaka  could  be  astound¬ 
ing  for  the  Red  Sox  this  season.  I,  however, 
have  already  grown  tired  of  this  wave  of 


-  Sports  - 

Sox  Hope  New  Faces  Help 


mystery  sweeping  over  us  in  regards  to  the 
prized  Japanese  import,  which  has  taken 
away  from  the  publicity  of  the  talent  (i.e., 
Schilling,  Josh  Beckett,  Manny  Ramirez, 
etc.)  already  in  place  from  last  year. 

From  our  first  World  Series  cham- 
pionship  team 
in  86  years,  the 
current  Red  Sox 
have  eight  players 
remaining.  Eighty 
percent  of  the 
2004  roster  has 
either  been  cut 
or  traded  to  make 
room  for  new 
acquisitions.  Some 
have  been  foolish 
(Edgar  l’Rent- 
awreck”  Renteria) 
and  others  still 
have  great  poten¬ 
tial  (Coco  Crisp), 
but  they  have  all 
given  the  media  a 
chance  to  be  criti¬ 
cal  of  the  moves 
made  by  the  front 
office,  while  over 
looking  the  team 
already  here.  This 
year  has  been  no 
different;  the  Red 


main  from  last  year  and  beyond,  however, 
will  determine  the  fate  of  this  team. 

If  the  adage  “pitching  wins  cham¬ 
pionships”  holds  true,  this  2007  Red  Sox 
team  has  quite  a  good  shot.  Curt  Schilling 
and  Tim  Wakefield  have  a  combined  32 

years  of  MLB 
experience,  358 
wins,  751  starts 
and  5542  innings 
pitched,  mak¬ 
ing  them  the 
very  epitome 
of  veteran  lead¬ 
ers.  With  both 
turning  the  big 
fouroh  this  up¬ 
coming  season, 
age  will  inevi¬ 
tably  become 
a  factor.  If  you 
were  to  make  a 
list  of  the  most 
durable  pitch¬ 
ers  in  baseball, 
however,  the  list 
would  have  to 
include  the  Big 
Schill  and  Wake. 
With  Schilling 
just  two  years 
removed  from  a 
. x  21-win  and  203- 


-  S  strikeout  season, 


Sox  committed 

$158  million  over  julio  lugo,  one  of  the  new  additions  to  the  sox*  he  has  the  ability 

to  break  out,  but 


the  next  six  years 

to  the  three  major  signings  of  J.D.  Drew, 
Julio  Lugo  and  Matsuzaka;  those  who  re¬ 


showing  up  in  spring  training  looking 
like  a  slightly-deflated  David  Wells  does 


not  help  his  cause.  As  for  ol’  reliable  Mr. 
Wakefield,  we  can  expect  double-digit 
wins,  translating  to  somewhere  along  the 
lines  of  a  15-10  record  with  a  4.20  ERA,  a 
very  respectable  year  of  work. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  spec¬ 
trum,  we  have  our  young  stud  pitchers 
Jonathan  Papelbon  and  Josh  Beckett. 
While  the  young  fireballing  duo  does 
not  have  quite  the  numbers  of  Wakefield 
and  Schilling,  compiling  only  a  combined 
eight  years  in  the  MLB  and  64  wins,  they 
easily  have  enough  raw  talent  to  make 
up  for  this  lack  in  experience.  Both  of 
these  pitchers  have  electrifying  fastballs, 
reaching  the  mid  to  upper  90s,  as  well  as 
excellent  complement  pitches:  Beckett 
with  a  knee-buckling  curve  and  Papelbon 
with  a  devastating  splitter. 

Beckett  could  rack  up  a  20-win 
season  at  any  point  and  there  is  no  better 
time  than  now.  Coming  off  a  career  high 
5.01  ERA  and  an  absurd  36  home  runs  al¬ 
lowed,  he  was  still  able  to  produce  16  wins, 
and  there  is  nowhere  to  go  but  up.  The 
pitcher  with  the  most  upside  is,  how¬ 
ever,  by  far  Papelbon.  Compiling  a  rookie 
season  with  35  saves,  a  0.92  ERA  and  75 
strikeouts  in  68  and  1/3  innings  is  excep¬ 
tional  to  say  the  least.  In  a  perfect  world, 
by  extrapolating  his  numbers,  we  would 
see  a  220  strikeout  season,  but  starting  is  ■ 
an  entirely  different  business.  Papelbon 
will  need  to  hold  back  and  pitch  in  the 
low  90s,  but  I  see  nothing  but  tremendous 
success  for  him  this  year.  The  sky  is  the 
limit  for  this  26  year  old  and  for  the  2007 
Red  Sox  rotation. 


2007  Fantasy  Baseball  Preview 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 


With  the  return  of  warmer  tem¬ 
peratures,  along  with  the  crack  of  the 
bat,  smack  of  the  glove  and  roar  of  the 
crowds,  baseball  must  finally  be  back. 
The  highly  anticipated  2007  season  is  just 
about  underway  while  off  the  field  and 
away  from  the  ballpark,  fantasy  baseball 
leagues  are  back  as  well.  There  are  many 
different  formats  to  choose  from  (mixed, 
AL-only,  NL-only,  rotisserie,  head-to- 
head,  etc.),  along  with  assorted  carriers 
(ESPN  and  Yahoo!  among  them),  and  a 
varying  amount  of  teams  (10  to  12  are 
common  choices).  Yet  there  are  many 
still  left  in  the  dark  over  what  personnel 
to  opt  for  and  strategies  to  employ  in 
a  draft  because  without  a  strong  draft 
performance,  one  can  forget  about  the 
chances  of  winning  his  respective  leagues. 
So  without  further  ado,  here  are  three 
central  keys  to  fantasy  baseball  success 
and  domination: 

1. Rank  and  rate  your  players  beforehand 

Heading  into  a  draft,  you  must  have 
an  idea  of  which  players  you  favor  as  op¬ 
posed  to  others,  supported  by  previous 
research  and  statistical  analysis.  If  you 
end  up  with  the  third  overall  pick  and 


Albert  Pujols  along  with  Alfonso  Soriano 
are  taken  with  the  first  two  selections, 
then  you  must  know  ahead  of  time  of 
whom  your  third-rated  player  will  be. 
One  must  project  ahead  and  be  prepared 
for  any  and  all  potential  situations.  My 
own  personal  top  10  follows  in  order, 
beginning  with  the  best:  Pujols,  Reyes, 
Santana,  Carl  Crawford,  Soriano,  David 
Ortiz,  Alex  Rodriguez,  Ryan  Howard, 
Miguel  Cabrera  and  Carlos  Beltran. 
Pujols,  Reyes,  Santana,  Soriano  and 
Crawford  are  automatic  no-brainers. 
Ortiz  is  not  only  durable  (150+  games 
the  last  three  seasons),  but  arguably  also 
the  most  consistent  and  clutch  slugger  in 
baseball  since  his  full-time  arrival  in  mid- 
2003.  Rodriguez  would  be  an  absolute 
bargain  if  available  in  the  second  round, 
while  reigning  NL  MVP  Howard  could 
easily  reach  40-45  home  runs  in  just  his 
second  full  season.  Cabrera  is  a  slightly 
better  option  at  third  than  David  Wright, 
but  Wright’s  battery  mate,  Beltran,  is 
a  legitimate  40-40  threat,  a  la  Soriano, 
when  healthy. 

2.  Become  familiar  with  the  concept  of  saber- 
metrics  and  SECA 

Sabermetrics,  a  term  coined  by  cur 
rent  Red  Sox  advisor  Bill  James,  uses  facts 
and  not  opinions  to  achieve  its  results. 


James  defined  it  simply  as  "the  search 
for  objective  knowledge  about  baseball.” 
Secondary  average  (or  SECA)  is  a  basic 
and  useful  sabermetrics  tool  that  gauges 
a  player’s  ability  to  produce  extra  bases 
independent  of  batting  average  (BA).  In 
essence,  this  metric  basically  covers  the 
three  primary  factors  of  an  offensive  con¬ 
tribution  outside  of  BA:  power  (bases), 
eye  (walks)  and  speed  (stolen  bases).  Why 
is  this  important  you  ask?  Well,  because 
BA  is  a  misnomer,  a  meaningless  stat 
that  is  misrepresentative  of  the  complete 
“package”  of  an  individual  player. 

In  order  to  solve  SECA,  take  a 
player’s  total  bases,  subtract  hits,  add 
walks  and  stolen  bases,  then  subtract 
the  amount  of  times  caught  stealing  and 
divide  that  number  by  the  total  number 
of  at-bats  ((TB  -  H  +  BB  +  SB  -  CS)  /  AB). 
The  2006  major  league  average  SECA 
was  .274  while  in  contrast,  the  average 
BA  was  .269.  A  great  season  would  be 
anything  above  a  .500  SECA  mark,  while 
a  relatively  poor  showing  would  be  .240 
and  below.  The  top  eight  SECA  perform¬ 
ers  (with  a  minimum  of  502  plate  appear 
ances)  were  as  follows:  Travis  Hafner, 
Ortiz,  Jason  Giambi,  Beltran,  Howard, 
Jim  Thome,  Pujols  and  Manny  Ramirez. 
So  next  time,  when  doing  your  annual  re¬ 


search  and  preparation  for  the  upcoming 
draft,  remember  that  the  more  accurate 
reflection  of  a  players’  overall  abilities 
and  potential  contributions  to  your  team 
may  not  measured  by  simply  looking  at 
the  three  traditional  stats  of  BA,  home 
runs  and  RBIs,  but  rather  SECA,  OBP 
(on-base  percentage)  and  SLG  (slugging 
percentage). 

3.  Draft  hitters  early,  pitchers  late 

Consistency  is  key  in  many  leagues 
(especially  in  head-to-head),  which  means 
that  top-flight  hitters  must  be  taken  in 
the  earlier  rounds  (only  four  pitchers  are 
worthy  of  early  round  picks:  Santana, 
Chris  Carpenter,  Roy  Oswalt  and  Jake 
Peavy).  The  thought  process  here  is 
simple:  top  hitters  play  nearly  every  day 
while  ace  pitchers  pitch  every  fifth  day. 
While  it  is  still  essential  to  have  a  few 
studs  on  your  staff,  they  do  not  always 
have  to  come  via  an  early  round  pick. 
For  example,  Aaron  Harang,  Bronson 
Arroyo  and  Francisco  Liriano  (side-note: 
The  Liriano  Reign  begins  again  in  2008) 
among  others  were  all  top  20  pitchers  in 
2006  that  could  have  been  easily  nabbed 
in  the  late  rounds.  In  the  end,  it  is  never  a 
wise  decision  to  place  too  much  emphasis 
on  a  pitcher  (especially  a  closer)  in  a  spot 
where  premier  hitters  are  still  available. 


Hockey  Makes  Tourney  Run 


Girls' 

By  Sanchay  Jain,  IV 

Staff  Writer 

In  a  disappointing  end  to  a  promis¬ 
ing  season,  the  Boston  Latin  School  girls’ 
hockey  team  was  defeated  by  Arlington 
Christian  Academy  on  Saturday,  March  3. 
The  Wolfpack  did  manage  to  come  back 
from  a  4-2  deficit  and  tie  the  game  at  four 
apiece  to  send  it  into,  oyertime,  but.  in  the 
extra  session,  the  tough, adversaries  man-- 
aged  to  net  the  game  winning  goal.  Despite 


this  setback,  there  is  plenty  to  look  forward 
to  for  next  season. 

The  Wolfpack  ended  the  regular 
season  with  a  record  of  14-0-2.  It  had 
maintained  a  solid  level  of  play  throughout 
the  season,  leading  to  a  high  seeding  in  the 
State  Tournament.  It  soon  began  its  brief 
journey  into  the  Tourney,  beginning  with  a 
first  round  victory  over  Fontbonne  Acad¬ 


next  game,  however,  ended  up  being  their 
last  of  the  season. 

According  to  star  goalkeeper  Siobhan 
Elvin  (IV),  team  chemistry  played  a  crucial 
role  in  the  team’s  stellar  performance. 
Through  the  entire  season,  and  continuing 
into  the  off-season,  the  team  has  continued 
to  meet  with  each  other  and  hang  out  on 
the  weekends.  The  friendship  off  the  ice 


ending  to  the  season,  there  is  much  opti¬ 
mism  for  the  future.  Only  one  player  from 
the  team  will  be  leaving  after  this  year. 
With  so  many  players  back  next  season,  the 
team  will  only  grow  closer  and  the  chemis¬ 
try  will  become  better.  The  team  will  also 
improve  and  will  have  gained  valuable  ex¬ 
perience  that  will  help  in  crunch  time  and 
close  games.  With  so  much  riding  in  the 
favor  of  the  Woltjpack,  it  seems  likely  that 
next  year's  team  will  be  strong  and  a  fierce 
competitor  for  the  State  Championship. 


emy.  The  Latin  Schqpl  Orels  won  3-1,  with, 
goals  fropi  Julia  CaldwellJVI),,  Ann^-Marip 
Elvin  (II)  and  Kathleen  Roche  (II).  Their 


has  led  to  trust  on  the.  ic.e,  which.  is._a  key. 
catalyst, of  victor):  ,  ,  . 

Despite  the  surprising  and  abrupt 
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Cuckoo  for  Crossword  Puffs! 


Across 

5.  Set  In  From  Margin. 

7.  “The  Hub  of  the  Uni¬ 
verse”. 

9.  “Who  Let  The  Dogs 
Out?”. 

11.  World’s  Premiere 
Performing  Arts  Con¬ 
servatory 

12.  Large  Yellow  Flow¬ 
er. 

14.  Dutch  Cheese. 

16.  “867-5309”. 

17.  The  “Boot  Of  A 
Car”. 

18.  Alias  Name  For 
North  Star. 

20.  Largest  City  in  Be¬ 
larus. 

22.  Robert  Zimmer¬ 
man. 

23.  McDonald’s  Pan¬ 
cakes. 

25.  Slang  For  “Someone 
With  A  Good  Build”. 

26.  Founding  President 
of  Indonesia. 

27.  Prolific  Indian  Writer  In  The 
Punjabi  Language. 

31.  Official  Language  Of  Cana¬ 
da. 

33.  Life  Cereal  Spokesperson. 

35.  Largest  Crop  In  Terms  Of 
Fresh  Produce. 

36.  Part  Of  The  Brain  That  Con¬ 
trols  Personality 

37.  Friendly  ghost. 


38.  Chinese  Counting  Device. 

39.  Opposite  Of  Boxers. 

Down 

1.  Dwight  on  “The  Office”. 

2.  Famous  leader  of  the  Mongo¬ 
lian  Empire. 

3.  Thick  Sauce  Made  From  Veg¬ 
etable  Oil  and  Egg  Yilks. 

4.  Beast  with  one  or  two  humps. 
6.  Character  Brad  Pitt  Plays  In 


Fight  Club. 

8.  Frankie  Muniz’s  Onscreen 
Dog. 

10.  Name  Of  Disney  Elephant. 

13.  Name  of  Santa  Claus’  Broth¬ 
er. 

15.  World  War  II  Sunken  British 
Ship. 

17.  2000  Leonardo  DiCaprio 
Film. 

19.  “Sultan  of  Swat”. 


21.  The  Study  Of  Plants. 

24.  Capital  of  Australia. 

26.  Type  Of  Facial  Expression. 

28.  Building  Block  Puzzle 
Game. 

29.  Lead  singer  of  Aerosmith. 

30.  Common  Noble  Gas  Used  To 
Fill  Light  Bulbs. 

32.  Species  Of  Bear  That  Prefers 
Cold  Weather. 

34.  Choose. 


We're  Going  Easy  On  You  This  Time... 
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Patrick  Rallies  Support  at  Latin 


By  Morgon  Banks,  II 

Contributing  Writfr 


On  Saturday,  March  24,  Governor 
Deval  Patrick,  accompanied  by  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Governor  Tim  Murray  and  Mayor 
Thomas  M.  Menino,  visited  Boston  Latin 
School  to  speak  before  a  crowd 
of  over  500  constituents.  This 
visit  will  begin  the  first  of  eight 
town  hall-style  forums  across 
the  state.  With  these  meetings, 

Governor  Patrick  will  urge  the 
voters  who  helped  him  gain  of¬ 
fice  to  support  key  aspects  of 
his  agenda  in  order  to  override 
opposition  in  the  legislature. 

After  a  brief  introduction 
by  Boston  Latin  School  As¬ 
sistant  Head  Master  Malcolm 
Flynn  and  speeches  by  students 
Michael  Baskin  (I)  and  Amity 
Paye  (I),  as  well  as  Mayor  Me¬ 
nino,  Governor  Patrick  took 
to  the  podium.  As  he  has  done 
in  the  past,  Patrick  appealed  to 
the  masses  to  take  the  initiative 
in  instigating  change:  “I  need 
you  to  govern,”  he  stated.  “Just 
as  I’ve  told  you  before,  passive 
citizenship  wouldn’t  work  to  get 
me  elected,  passive  citizenship 
is  not  going  to  work  and  not  going  to  be 
enough  to  make  our  vision  real.” 

In  order  to  provide  a  means  for  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  to  pitch  their 


ideas,  the  governor’s  campaign  staff  re¬ 
vamped  the  official  website  (DevalPatrick. 
com),  which  was  officially  launched  the 
same  day  as  Patrick’s  address  at  Latin 
School.  According  to  Patrick,  this  site  aims 
“to  give  any  Massachusetts  citizen  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  engage  directly  with  me  or  my 


GOVERNOR  PATRICK  AND  MAYOR  MENINO  WITH  BLS  STUDENT  SPEAKERS 
administration  and  more  importantly  for 
me  to  engage  directly  with  you.”  By  involv¬ 
ing  the  masses  in  politics,  Patrick  predicts 
that  DevalPatrick.com  will  “change  the 
way  we  govern.” 


Popular  support  is  especially  crucial 
at  this  time  to  Patrick,  as  he  is  encountering 
resistance  in  the  House  and  Senate  concern¬ 
ing  his  budget  plan  that  will  save  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars  through  the  closing 
of  corporate  tax  “loopholes.”  In  doing  this, 
the  government  would  be  able  to  decrease 
the  $1.3  billion  spend¬ 
ing  gap  and  thus  use 
this  money  to  subsidize 
some  of  Patrick’s  most 
important  proposals. 
In  order  to  accomplish 
this,  Patrick  needs  the 
assistance  of  the  peo¬ 
ple;  he  urged  the  audi¬ 
ence  to  lobby  senators 
in  an  effort  to  “make 
your  voice  heard.” 

Patrick  also  ad¬ 
dressed  the  issue  of 
property  tax  reductions, 
enthusiastically  promis- 
ing  “direct  property 
tax  reductions  to  over 
100,000  households.” 
Although  critics  ini¬ 
tially  wondered  how 
Patrick  would  be  able 
to  offset  the  loss  of 
revenue  generated  by 
this  measure,  the  gov¬ 
ernor  assuaged  many  people’s  fears  with  his 
proposal  of  the  Municipal  Partnership  Bill. 
Supposedly,  this  bill  will  provide  districts 
with  “the  tools  necessary  to  cut  costs  to 


raise  new  revenues  so  that  they  do  not  rely 
on  property  taxes.”  More  broadly,  the  Mu¬ 
nicipal  Partnership  Bill  addresses  many  of 
Patrick’s  goals,  from  closing  corporate  tax 
loopholes  to  providing  health  care  coverage 
for  employees  in  need. 

During  his  speech.  Governor  Patrick 
also  took  the  opportunity  to  remind  the 
people  of  his  accomplishments  since  as¬ 
suming  office,  which  include  the  signing  of 
a  regional  greenhouse  gas  initiative  as  well 
as  a  commitment  to  restructure  permitting 
processes  for  businesses. 

In  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  citizen 
involvement,  Patrick  opened  the  floor  to 
questions  following  his  lecture.  Some,  such 
as  Linda  Jason  of  Brookline,  demanded 
more  clear-cut  channels  for  ordinary  citi¬ 
zens  to  voice  their  opinions.  ‘Abu  need  to 
tell  us  who  to  lobby”  Jason  expressed.  “The 
corporations  know  who  to  call. . .  If  you  don’t 
put  that  on  your  website,  we  can’t  be  of  any 
help.”  In  response,  Patrick  emphatically 
agreed,  promising  to  post  this  information 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Patrick’s  most  popular  statement  by 
far,  however,  was  an  answer  given  to  a  young 
girl,  who  simply  asked  why  Patrick  wished 
to  be  governor.  To  this  he  responded,  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  immense  criticism  he  received 
for  his  personal  spending:  “I  can  tell  you,  it’s 
not  for  the  money  or  the  drapes,  or  the  car.” 
As  the  gymnasium  erupted  in  applause,  the 
audience  seemed  ready  to  forget  Patrick’s 
initial  rocky  start  and  instead  concentrate 
on  his  plans  for  the  future. 


Students  Take  On  Anti-War  Activists 

Urban  Planning  Demand  Withdrawal 


By  Gregory  Wong,  I 

Staff  Writer 

Since  late  March,  students  in  Ms. 
Wendy  Holm’s  economics  classes  have 
been  participating  in  UrbanPlan,  an  excit¬ 
ing  economic  simulation  funded  by  the 
Urban  Land  Institute  (ULI)  in  partnership 
with  the  Fischer  Center  for  Real  Estate 
and  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley. 
UrbanPlan  creates  realistic  situations  in 
urban  architectural  planning  where  stu¬ 
dents  work  with  one  another  to  develop 
functional  site  plans  for  the  fictional  area 
of  Elmwood  District.  For  three  weeks, 
participants  experience  first-hand  the 
difficulty  and  complexity  of  city  planning 
and  marketing  and  learn  the  importance 
of  in-depth  and  careful  analysis  in  crafting 
the  most  successful  and  accessible  plans. 

Boston  Latin  School  is  only  the 
second  school  to  participate  in  UrbanPlan 
in  Massachusetts;  Brookline  High  School 
was  the  first.  Ms.  Holm  was  able  to  get 
contact  information  for  the  Urban  Land 
Institute  in  Boston  and,  after  discussing 


the  concept  with  the  director,  she  im¬ 
mediately  knew  that  “it  was  exactly  the 
kind  of  thing  that  could  really  cap  off  the 
year’s  learning.”  In  order  to  participate, 
Ms.  Holm  had  to  attend  a  training  ses¬ 
sion  on  UrbanPlan  in  January.  There, 
she  and  other  economics  teachers  from 
around  the  country  had  to  develop  their 
entire  projects  in  a  matter  of  hours.  She 
commented  that  although  the  teachers 
found  planning  the  project  under  such 
time  constraints  to  be  challenging,  she 
knew  that  longer  project  had  immense 
potential  for  students. 

Each  of  Ms.  Holm’s  three  senior 
economics  classes  has  been  divided  into 
six  groups  of  five,  and  each  person  is  as¬ 
signed  a  specific  role  in  completing  the 
project  and  a  presentation.  These  roles  are 
Director  of  Marketing,  Site  Planner,  City 
Liaison,  Neighborhood  Liaison  and  Fi¬ 
nancial  Analyst.  Essentially,  in  these  jobs, 
students  simulate  the  demands  of  the 

Urban  Planning 

Continued  on  page  2 


By  Maria  Weissman,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


On  Saturday,  March  24,  anyone  in 
the  downtown  Boston  area  would  have 
noticed  a  large  number  of  people  with  a 
common  message:  “Stop  the  War,  Troops 
Home  Now!”  In  fact,  the  number  of 
people  reached  nearly  5,000,  and  this 
eclectic  group  was  staging  Boston’s  largest 
anti-Iraq  War  rally  since  the  initial  one 
in  March  2003.  The  fourth  anniversary 
protest  “brought  out  a  good  number  of 
people  who  hadn’t  been  at  rallies  before,” 
according  to  one  protester,  Michael 
Schwartz  (II).  This  reflects  the  number 
of  Americans  supporting  the  war,  which 
has  dipped  from  72  to  32  percent  since 
2003.  Organized  by  the  March  24th  Coali¬ 
tion,  the  rally  was  endorsed  by  nearly  70 
different  cultural,  religious,  political  and 
grassroots  groups,  ranging  from  Boston 
Bolivarianos  to  the  Anti-War  League. 
Though  these  endorsers  had  varying  mis¬ 
sion  statements,  all  agree  that  the  United 
States  needs  to  end  its  occupation  of  Iraq 


immediately  and  withdraw  all  troops.  The 
March  24th  Coalition  also  wished  to  initi¬ 
ate  a  regional  objection  to  using  National 
Guard  troops  from  Massachusetts  in  the 
Iraq  War  effort. 

The  rally  began  at  Boston  Common, 
where  musicians,  spoken-word  perform¬ 
ers  and  speakers  such  as  Howard  Zinn 
captivated  the  crowd.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  group  marched  through  Beacon  Hill, 
Government  Center,  Faneuil  Hall,  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  and  Downtown  Crossing, 
ultimately  returning  to  the  Common  for 
more  entertainment  and  information 
on  the  various  causes  being  supported. 
The  range  of  endorsements  at  what  was 
supposed  to  be  an  anti-Iraq  War  protest 
caused  various  participants  to  question 
what,  exactly,  they  were  protesting.  Some 
felt  that  the  broad  assortment  of  cam¬ 
paigners — including  Christian' peace  ad¬ 
vocates,  9/11-conspiracy  theorists,  socialist 
groups,  families  of  military  personnel, 

Activists  Demand  Withdrawal 
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Global  News  Tidbits 


»  Rolling  Stones  guitarist  Keith  Richards 
attracted  global  attention  when  he  stated  in 
an  interview  that  the  “strangest  thing  {he’s] 
tried  to  snort”  is  his  dead  father’s  ashes.  “He 
was  cremated  and  I  couldn’t  resist  grind¬ 
ing  him  up  with  a  little  bit  of  blow,”  said 
Richards,  as  quoted  in  the  newspaper  New 
Musical  Express.  Richards  promptly  denied 


having  snorted  his  father’s  ashes 
with  cocaine  the  following  day, 
calling  the  comment  a  joke.  (Reuters) 

»  When  Mayor  Tom  C.lauder  of  Fitchburg, 
Wisconsin,  saw  a  woman  remove  one  of 
his  campaign  signs  from  a  site  near  City 
Hall  on  election  day,  he  chased  down  the 
woman’s  car  in  his  pickup  truck  in  a  fit  of 
rage.  It  turned  out  that  the  woman  was 
his  dppDnent’S  wife.  Upon  learning  this, 


Clauder  remarked,  “This  is  really,  really 
low.”  (AP) 

»  A  Swedish  couple  recently  decided  to 
name  their  baby  daughter  “Metallica,” 
much  to  the  dismay  of  Swedish  authorities. 
Michael  and  Karolina  Tomaro  struggled  to 
convince  court  officials,  who  rejected  their 
application  to  name  the  child.  “It  suits  her,” 
explained  Karolina  Tomaro.  “She’s  decisive 
and  she  knows  what  she  wants.”  (AP) 


»  “Nine  out  of  ten  people  say  they  love 
chocolate.  The  tenth  is  lying,”  remarked 
Guildo  Gobino  of  Turin,  Italy,  who  is  cur 
rently  conducting  laboratory  experiments 
on  creating  chocolates  that  will  indulge 
gourmet  chocolate  fans  around  the  globe. 
The  chocolates  are  “made  only  with  cocoa, 
sugar,  vanilla  and  hazelnuts  {and]  melt  on 
the  tongue,  releasing  a  bouquet  of  choco- 
<”Iate  velvet,”  he  says.  (Reuters) 
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and  financial  models  in  order  to  achieve  a 
final  plan.  Students  also  meet  with  various 
groups  of  professional  architects,  urban 
developers,  lawyers  and  contractors  in 
the  local  area,  and  these  consultants  offer 
advice  on  each  group’s  UrbanPlan  designs. 
In  these  interactive  meetings,  consul¬ 
tants  have  given  both  trenchant  critique 
to  the  neighborhood  plans  and  gener- 
ous  praise  to  well-designed 
ones.  Alost  consultants 
remarked  that  UrbanPlan 
is  exactly  “what  [they]  do” 
in  the  real  world. 

The  last  part  of  this 
project  is  the  presentation 
to  the  City  Council,  the 
body  that  will  decide  which 
team  in  each  class  has  con¬ 
structed  the  best  plan. 
These  students  will  each 
win  gift  cards  to  Barnes 
and  Noble  Booksellers. 
Presentations  last  three 
sdays  and  will  span  the  week 
|of  April  9. 

|  Although  Ms.  Holm’s 
“students  have  participat- 

-  ed  in  many  smaller  scale 

simulations  throughout  the  year  in  class, 
“[UrbanPlan]  is  much  more  complex,” 
she  noted.  At  the  end  of  UrbanPlan,  Ms. 
Holm  hopes  that  “students  feel  a  sense  of 
accomplishment,  both  personally  and  as 
a  team,  in  taking  on  a  complicated  task 
that  asks  them  to  apply  what  we’ve  already 
learned  and  go  beyond  it.” 


complete  that  requires  both  critical  and 
creative  thinking  and  that  uses  many  of 
the  concepts  we  have  learned  throughout 
the  year.” 

Three  principal  concepts  which 
ULl  hopes  to  convey,  Ms.  Holm  added, 
are  that  the  “built  environment  does  not 
happen  by  accident  or  by  mandate,  good 
development  must  accommodate  market 


ONE  OF  MS.  HOLM'S  THREE  SENIOR  ECONOMICS  CLASSES,  HARD  AT  WORK 


realities  as  well  as  public  needs  and  desires 
and  our  actions  as  citizens  and  consumers 
influence  what  is  built,  when  it’s  built  and 
where  it’s  built.” 

During  the  three  weeks,  students 
decide  upon  their  site  models  and  finan¬ 
cial  goals.  Using  legos  and  laptops  provid¬ 
ed  by  ULI,  they  entertain  different  spatial 


complicated  nature  of  these  roles  and 
their  interaction,  students  quickly  learn 
that  the  simulation  reflects  everyday 
problems  developers  and  contractors 
face  when  proposing  development  ideas 
to  cities.  When  asked  about  the  benefits 
of  UrbanPlan,  Ms.  Holm  commented, 
“Students  have  an  authentic  task  to 


Urban  Planning 

Continued  from  page  1 _ 

city  and  the  community,  the  financial- 
problems  and  capacities  in  urban  devel¬ 
opment,  the  need  for  balance  between 
functionality  and  physical  beauty  and  the 
management  of  attracting  new  residents 
to  any  town  or  city  In  recognizing  the 


Activists  Demand  Withdrawal  . 

Continued  from  page  1 

veterans  and  animal  rights  activists — 
weakened  the  overall  message  of  “Get  Out 
Now.”  As  David  Corn  stated,  “If  you’re 
trying  to  maximize  your  potential  to  get 
good  coverage  and  to  attract  other  people, 
the  better  your  message  is,  the  better  your 
chances  are.” 

Nevertheless,  others  felt  that  the 
fundamental  belief  behind  activism  is  the 
all-encompassing  aspect  that  strengthens 
the  main  cause.  As  Schwartz,  who  en¬ 
dorsed  the  International  Socialist  Orga¬ 
nization  at  the  March  24  rally,  explained, 
‘All  groups  with  political  ideas  that  are 
genuinely  working  against  the  war  should 
feel  free  to  be  there  and  not  be  told  that 
they’re  detracting  from  the  movement 
with  their  ideas.”  Zinn  agreed:  “That’s 
characteristic  of  radical  movements  in 
general.  Part  of  any  movement  is  always 
further  to  the  left,  and  bringing  in  larger, 
broader,  different  issues  [...]  usually  the 


major  part  of  the  movement  {...]  is  con¬ 
centrated  on  one  issue  and  [...]  able  to 
unite  more  people.” 

As  unifying  as  this  rally  may  have 
been,  many  believe  it  is  only  a  building 
block  for  the  U.S.  withdrawal  from  Iraq. 
Schwartz  reflects  that  “the  protest  is 
effective  but  only  as  a  part  of  a  growing 
movement  that  gives  people  the  confi¬ 
dence  to  be  activists,  representing  clear 
arguments  against  what  our  government 
says.”  He  was  disappointed  that  “there 
was  no  broad  ‘out  now  coalition’  to  plug 
people  into  grassroots  activity.”  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  disliked  the  number  of  people 
who  focused  on  lobbying  the  Democrats 
to  end  the  war.  According  to  Schwartz, 
ultimately  “the  question  is  whether  there 
is  a  movement  that  looks  to  grassroots 
organizing  and  resistance  to  the  war  and 
not  to  Washington.”  Nevertheless,  the 
protest  was  successful  in  bringing  together 
a  motley  crew  of  veterans,  Christian  peace 
activists,  immigrants,  socialists  and  many 
more  anti-war  activists  all  hoping  for  a 


common  goal:  an  immediate  end  to  the 
war  and  the  return  of  the  troops. 
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Mission  Statement 
Pet  ere  Veritatem 


1996  Third  Place 
Suffolk  University 
High  School 
Journalism 
Competition 


1997  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Superior  Achievement 
Award 


1998  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Superior 

Achievement  Award 


2004  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Highest  Achievement 
Award 


The  Argo  strives,  in  accordance  with  the  highest  standards 
of  journalism,  to  inform  and  inspire  its  readers,  to  provide  a  forum 
for  constructive  debate,  and  to  foster  understanding  among  all 
members  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  community. 


1994  First  Place 
New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Competition 


1996  New  England 
Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Superior 

Achievement  Award 


2007  First  Place 
Greater  Boston  High  School 
Newspaper  Competition 
Excellence  in  Sports  Writing 

2007  Honorable  Mention 
Greater  Boston  High  School 
Newspaper  Competition 
Excellence  in  News  Writing 
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"Summer  Stuff"  for  Everyone 


By  Lisa  Wang,  IV  &  PIC  Office 

Contributing  Writers 


As  final  exams  loom  closer,  many 
students  find  themselves  facing  an  even 
bigger  dilemma:  what  to  do  over  summer 
break.  Fortunately  for  them,  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  (BPS)  system  and  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  Industry  Council  (PIC)  release 
information  annually  concerning  a  diverse 
array  of  summer  opportunities.  Students 
can  consult  Summer  Stuff  2007 ,  a  newsier 
ter  published  by  the  BPS,  or  visit  Latin 
School’s  own  PIC  office  to  explore  their 
options.  From  Boston  Ballet  to  Artists  for 
Humanity  to  ASA  Nike  Clinic  to  Boston 
Theater,  this  summer  is  chock  full  of  many 
rewarding  programs  and  jobs,  fitting  just 
about  every  interest. 

The  PIC  is  a  company  that  sends 
career  specialists  into  the  Boston  Public 
Schools  to  connect  BPS  students  to  our 
side  work  and  volunteer  opportunities. 
Ms.  Roselys  Esteve  (’02)  is  the  new  PIC 
Career  Specialist  at  Boston  Latin  School. 
Ms.  Esteve  is  in  the  process  of  collecting  all 
summer  job  applications.  She  encourages 
students  to  meet  with  her  to  discuss  viable 
plans  for  summer  employment.  Students 
who  would  like  to  apply  directly  to  jobs 
with  Ms.  Esteve  are  expected  to  have  an 
electronic  copy  of  their  resume,  conduct 
a  mock  interview  and  go  through  a  “Job 
Etiquette”  workshop  on  showing  proper 
behavior  on  the  job.  “Try  to  schedule  an 
appointment,”  she  recommends.  “The 
best  time  is  after  school.”  Registration 


forms  are  available  outside  of  the  door  of 
the  PIC  office,  which  students  should  fill 
out  to  initiate  their  job  search  process.  In 
addition,  there  will  be  a  large  bulletin  set 
up  outside  the  PIC  Office  with  fliers  for 
various  programs.  Though  she  does  not 
have  all  the  applications  as  of  yet,  many 
arc  already  available.  Ms.  Esteve  will  be 
happy  to  answer  any  questions  and  also 
help  students  with  applications  and  resu¬ 
mes.  In  general,  “if  [students]  want  to  work 
through  PIC,  or  are  looking  for  guidance 
or  leads,  come  see  me,”  said  Ms.  Esteve. 

The  most  important  advice  Ms. 
Esteve  has  for  students  who  are  looking 
for  summer  employment  or  activities  is 
to  start  looking  early  on  in  the  year.  “Do 
not  procrastinate.  Looking  for  a  sum¬ 
mer  job  in  June  is  very  late,  and  you’re 
limiting  yourself.”  In  addition,  it  is  wise 
to  keep  in  mind  that  some  programs  and 
jobs  require  recommendations,  and  both 
former  employers  and  teachers  need  time 
to  write  them.  “In  the  spring,  as  deadlines 
approach,  students  come  pouring  in  asking 
for  recommendations,”  said  Dr.  Elizabeth 
Forman.  “[I]  wish  they  would  think  about 
it  sooner.” 

While  she  does  not  yet  have  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  all  summer  jobs,  Ms.  Esteve 
was  able  to  highlight  for  the  Argo  a  few 
of  the  opportunities  that  have  come  up 
so  far. 

Summer  Internships  at  the  For¬ 
syth  Institute:  Students  are  paired  with 
Forsyth  researchers,  actively  participate  in 
lab  research  and  present  their  research  at 


the  end  of  the  summer.  Interested  students 
should  plan  on  attending  the  after  school 
workshop  at  Forsyth  on  Wednesday,  April 
11.  See  Ms.  Esteve  ASAP  for  this  oppor 
tunity. 

Youth  Design  Boston:  Internships 
are  available  for  students  interested  in 
graphic  design  and  art. 

Artists  for  Humanity:  This  is 
a  great  job  for  students  interested  in  art 
(including  photography,  fashion  design  and 
painting). 

Boston  Bar  Association:  Work  at 
a  law  office  for  most  of  the  week  and  attend 
weekly  workshops  with  other  high  school 
students  one  morning  per  week  (including 
guest  speakers,  workshops  on  financial 
planning  and  other  great  opportunities). 

The  Tech  Apprentice  Program: 
A  paid  summer  internship  is  available  for 
students  who  are  interested  in  information 
technology  and  have  done  well  in  computer 
classes.  Applications  are  available  outside 
the  PIC  Office.  Deadline  is  Friday,  April 
13- 

Judicial  Youth  Corps:  This  affords 
juniors  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  the 
Massachusetts  court  system  and  the  legal 
values  and  principles  on  which  our  judicial 
branch  of  government  is  based.  The  pro¬ 
gram  consists  of  weekly  educational  orien¬ 
tation  sessions  taught  by  volunteer  judges, 
lawyers  and  court  employees  and  working 
in  courthouses  throughout  Suffolk  County 
Deadline  is  Friday,  April  13. 

State  Street:  State  Street  offers  jobs 
to  85  students.  They  must  apply  directly 


through  Ms.  Esteve. 

Chinese  Youth  Initiative:  This 
is  a  seven-week  paid  summer  internship 
that  gives  students  the  opportunity  to  get 
involved  in  the  Chinatown  community. 
Application  deadline  is  May  1. 

State  House:  Students  ages  14-18 
can  volunteer  to  be  a  tour  guide. 

Writers’  Workshop  at  UMass 
Boston:  Students  entering  grades  7-12 
who  love  to  write  and  want  to  improve  their 
writing  skills  can  participate  free  of  charge 
from  July  2-26.  One  student  accepted 
by  this  program  in  the  summer  after  her 
freshman  year  found  it  to  be  an  excellent 
“writing  experience  because...  you  practice 
so  much  [and  it]  makes  you  better.”  Send 
a  piece  of  your  best  work  to  Ms.  Nancy 
O’Malley  (201).  For  more  information  email 
her  at  nomalley@boston.k12.ma.us. 

Tenacity:  For  those  who  want  to 
fine-tune  their  tennis  abilities,  Tenacity 
has  just  the  program  to  help:  “Tenacity  is 
a  great  opportunity  for  teens  to  learn  how 
to  play  tennis  and  improve  their  ability  by 
teaching,”  saysjosh  Li  (I),  “especially  for  in¬ 
ner  city  kids  who  [cannot]  afford  it.  We  also 
spend  some  time  reading,  so  there’s  educa¬ 
tional  value.”  Visit  their  website  at  tenacity 
org  for  more  details  on  registration. 

One  final  word  of  advice  from  Ms. 
Esteve:  “Please  try  to  read  the  bulletin  as 
often  as  possible.  Many  opportunities  are 
posted  in  the  bulletin  and  it  is  up  to  the 
students  to  be  proactive  and  seek  out  the 
information  they  are  looking  for.  Be  proac¬ 
tive  and  have  a  great  summer!” 


Physics  Enrollment  Raises  Gender  Questions 


By  Talia  Clark,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


When  students  turned  in  applica¬ 
tions  for  Advanced  Placement  Physics 
for  the  2007-08  school  year,  a  noticeable 
trend  was  revealed:  out  of  30  applicants 
for  the  class,  only  two  were  girls.  Over  the 
past  years,  nationwide  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  lack  of  women  in  the  field  of 
science.  At  Boston  Latin  School,  however, 
the  presence  of  this  issue  was  not  always  as 
obvious  in  previous  years  as  it  is  now. 

While  any  con¬ 
cern  about  female  par 
ticipation  in  the  sci¬ 
ences  at  Boston  Latin 
can  be  countered  with 
the  percentage  of  girls 
taking  AP  Chemistry 
next  yeai — over  50  per 
cent — there  is  a  clear 
drop  in  the  number  of 
girls  enrolling  in  physics. 

One  possible  explana¬ 
tion  for  the  lack  of  girls 
interested  in  pursuing  a 
higher  level  of  physics 
next  year  could  simply 
be  the  yearly  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  students’  tastes. 

Mr.  Jesse  Southwick, 
the  AP  Physics  teacher, 
hopes  that  diminishing 
enrollment  of  girls  in  the  class  is  part  of 
normal  ebbs  and  flows  that  occur  among 
student  interests  over  the  years  and  that 
“we’re  not  seeing  a  long-term  trend.”  In 
the  past,  such  fluctuations  have  occurred, 
as  female  enrollment  in  the  class  during 
the  2005-06  school  year  was  down  at  3  out 
of  21;  this  year’s  enrollment  is  up  with  10 
girls  out  of  35  students. 

While  it  is  reasonable  to  see  the 
projected  figures  for  next  year  as  merely 
temporary,  the  broader  picture  suggests  a 
persisting  condition.  Female  enrollment 
in  all  physics  classes,  including  Physics  I,  is 
lower  than  it  has  been  for  a  while,  raising 


the  question  of  why  chemistry  seems  to 
be  more  appealing  to  girls  than  physics. 
Realizing  that  the  choice  between  the 
sciences  begins  as  early  as  in  the  ninth 
grade,  a  few  female  AP  Physics  students 
traveled  door  to  door  during  the  home¬ 
room  period  to  convince  more  freshmen, 
especially  female  freshmen,  to  consider 
physics  for  their  tenth  grade  science 
requirement. 

Although  girls  seem  to  be  less  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  sciences  in  general,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  why,  when  forced 
to  choose  between  two  sciences,  girls  are 


more  inclined  to  choose  chemistry.  In  Mr. 
Southwick’s  opinion,  “girls  can  do  very 
well  in  physics  and  so  I’m  disappointed 
to  see  so  few  choose  it.” 

When  discussing  their  decisions 
to  take  physics  or  chemistry,  ninth  grade 
girls  have  named  several  reasons.  For  Ol¬ 
ivia  Grant  (IV),  who  had  already  sampled 
both  chemistry  and  physics  as  part  of  a 
science-intensive  summer  program  at  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
chemistry  seemed  like  a  more  interesting 
course.  “I  did  better  in  physics  than  in 
chemistry,”  she  explained,  “but  I  enjoyed 
chemistry  more.”  She  also  added  that 


there  seemed  to  be  greater  flexibility  in 
course  selection  for  sophomores  who 
take  chemistry  since  they  can  move  on 
to  either  upperlevel  biology  or  chemistry 
classes  instead  of  only  physics  in  their 
junior  year. 

Darry  Ma,  another  freshman  who 
has  chosen  chemistry  over  physics,  agreed 
with  Grant’s  reasoning.  “I  like  having  more 
options,”  she  said.  In  addition,  Ma  elabo¬ 
rated  that  the  ability  to  take  an  advanced 
placement  course  as  a  junior — either  AP 
Chemistry  or  AP  Biology — made  taking 
Chemis-  try  I  more  attractive  in  the 
long  run.  Still,  taking  Chemis¬ 
try  I  sophomore  year  can  also 
be  limiting,  since  students  are 
generally  expected  to  take  both 
Physics  I  and  II  before  AP 
Physics.  While  it  is  possible  to 
take  AP  Physics  without  having 
taken  both  Physics  I  and  II,  it 
is  difficult  to  obtain  permission 
to  do  so. 

Many  students,  however, 
expressed  an  aversion  to  taking 
AP  Physics  separate  from  this 
issue;  in  the  opinion  of  students 
such  as  Victoria  Mak  (II),  “AP 
Physics  is  one  of  the  hardest 
J|APs,  if  not  the  hardest,  in  our 
^school.”  Despite  this,  Mak 
^^plans  on  enrolling  in  the  class 
next  year  as  a  senior.  Though 
she  is  not  uncomfortable  with  being  pos¬ 
sibly  the  only  girl  in  the  class,  she  admits 
that  she  wishes  more  girls  were  interested 
in  what  is  stigmatized  as  “such  a  guy  sub¬ 
ject.”  Mak  made  sure  to  explain,  though, 
that  “a  lot  of  people  who  want  to  be  doc¬ 
tors  take  chemistry  [instead  of  physics], 
not  just  because  they’re  girls.”  What  many 
students  do  not  realize  is  that  physics  is 
also  a  prerequisite  for  medical  school. 

While  these  and  other  reasons  were 
cited,  a  considerable  number  of  freshmen 
acknowledged  one  important  factor  in 
their  choice:  the  idea  that  physics  involves 
more  math  than  chemistry.  “I  know  that 


some  girls  don’t  want  to  [take  physics] 
because  they  don’t  want  to  do  math,” 
said  Ala.  She  noted  that  the  sources  for 
this  information  are  “not  teachers,  [but] 
older  kids.”  Grant,  too,  heard  of  such  a 
differentiation  between  the  two  sciences 
from  current  sophomores  and  other  up¬ 
perclassmen,  and  perused  two  textbooks, 
Modern  Physics  and  Modern  Chemistry , 
before  making  her  decision.  “I  saw  a  lot 
more  math  in  the  physics  book  than  in 
the  chemistry  one,”  she  said.  Physics  I 
classes,  however,  actually  do  not  use  the 
Modern  Physics  textbook;  Latin  School 
teachers  use  a  “homemade”  textbook  they 
themselves  have  compiled. 

Seniors  who  have  been  traveling 
through  freshman  homerooms  for  the 
past  few  weeks  have  gotten  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  girls  are  afraid  of  the  amount 
of  math  supposedly  applied  in  physics. 
Stephanie  Chan  (I)  credits  this  fear  at  least 
partially  to  the  fact  that  “the  math  and 
science  fields  are  dominated  by  men  right 
now,  and  Larry  Summers’  comment — ste¬ 
reotypes  like  that”  could  make  some  girls 
shy  away  from  those  subjects;  Summers, 
former  president  of  Harvard  University, 
had  suggested  that  women  were  naturally 
not  as  competent  as  men  in  math  and 
science.  In  reality,  however,  Physics  I 
and  Chemistry  I  are  “comparable  in  the 
amount  of  math  involved,”  according  to 
Mr.  Scott  Balicki. 

In  addition  to  the  trend  shown  by 
those  enrolled  in  first  year  physics,  an¬ 
other  occurs  in  those  taking  Physics  II. 
Out  of  51  students  signed  up  to  take  the 
class  next  year,  only  eight  are  girls.  This 
decrease,  from  the  14  out  of  65  in  this 
year’s  classes,  leads  the  science  depart¬ 
ment  to  predict  that  enrollment  in  AP 
Physics  will  not  recover  as  quickly  as  they 
were  hoping. 

Some  girls,  though,  have  expressed 
their  intention  to  take  physics  eventually, 
if  not  in  their  sophomore  year.  As  Grant 
said,  “I  want  to  take  all  three  sciences” 
before  leaving  Latin  School. 
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Water  You  Doing 
with  Those  Bottles? 


By  Ashley  Miranda,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Americans  have  been  labeled  as 
some  of  the  most  overconsuming  and 
unhealthy  people  in  the  world.  Now  it 
seems  that  we  want  to  shatter  this  im¬ 
age,  and  there  is  pressure  to  be  in  good 
health  across  the  country.  Many  people 
have  begun  trying  to  eliminate  unhealthy 
habits  and  to  develop  good  ones.  The  best 
choice  that  one  can  make  is  to  drink  good, 
old-fashioned  water. 

These  days,  the  sight  of  water 
bottles  in  people’s  hands  is  as  common 
as  that  of  cell  phones  and  iPods  on  their 
hips.  Drinking  water  daily  can  improve 
physical  health,  and  it  is  inspiring  to  see 
that  so  many  people  care  about  their 
own  physical  well-being  enough  to  do  so. 
Poland  Spring,  Dasani,  Aquafina — we  see 
these  names  all  around  the  city,  in  the 
school  and  at  home  on  the  TV.  There  is 
one  place,  however,  where  water  bottles 
are  appearing  all  too  frequently,  a  place 
where  they  do  not  belong:  trash  cans. 

This  bottled  water  craze  has  created 
a  new  dilemma  concerning  the  health  of 
Mother  Nature.  Issues  of  environmental 
degradation  are  becoming  more  and  more 
prevalent  in  our  daily  lives.  Whether  we 
are  being  informed  about  global  warm¬ 
ing  or  being  pushed  to  recycle  anything 
stamped  with  that  familiar  triangle,  envi¬ 
ronmental  protection  is  being  promoted 
everywhere,  and  with  good  reason.  Recy¬ 
cling  plastic  water  bottles  properly  would 
minimize  the  consumption  and  burning  of 
petroleum,  which  releases  gases  such  as 
carbon  dioxide  into  the  air,  harming  natu¬ 
ral  ecosystems  and  is  also  the  major  culprit 
in  global  warming.  Recycling  plastic  not 
only  supplies  us  with  products  that  are  as 
good  as  new,  but  also  increases  cleanliness 
of  our  city  streets. 

Yes,  it  is  remarkable  to  see  so  many 
people  beginning  to  pay  attention  to 
their  health,  but  it  is  disappointing  that 
the  very  water  bottles  from  which  we  are 
drinking  are  harming  the  environment  in 
which  we  live.  In  the  long  run,  this  could 
have  a  negative  impact  on  our  health, 
and  this  would  put  us  back  to  square 
one.  What  is  more  disappointing  is  that 
this  harm  and  damage  could  be  avoided 
if  we  take  responsibility  for,  protect  and 
preserve  the  world  that  we  live  in.  Much 
effort  and  time  have  been  invested  by  plas¬ 
tic  manufacturers  and  scientists  to  resolve 
the  issue  by  making  biodegradable  water 
bottles.  The  bottles  made  of  this  type  of 
plastic  disintegrate  faster  than  traditional 
plastic  water  bottles.  We  cannot,  however, 
rely  on  these  manufacturers  and  scientists 
to  single-handedly  patch  up  our  damaged 
environment.  Each  person  has  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  part  in  this  clean-up.  Every 
bottle  that  is  recycled  makes  a  difference. 
It  seems  that  in  the  Boston  Latin  School 
community,  we  have  made  a  prodigious 
effort  at  recycling  paper  and  styrofoam 
trays,  so  why  not  direct  that  same  effort 
and  energy  to  recycling  plastic  water 
bottles?  Let’s  keep  these  water  bottles  off 
the  floors,  out  of  the  trash  and  in  those 
big  blue  bins  instead. 
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Beat  the  Traffic,  Fight  the  Power 


By  Ben  Morris,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Living  my  whole  life  in  Boston,  I 
have  always  been  surrounded  by  flashy 
sports  cars  with  loud  engines,  big  trucks 
that  can  pull  more  weight  than  the  world 
has  to  offer  and  family  SUVs  that  make 
for  fabulous  carpools.  These  are  incred¬ 
ible.  The  fact  that  we  have  vehicles 
that  can  transport 
us  from  point  A  to 
point  B  at  speeds 
over  ioo  mph  is 
surreal.  Yet,  at  the 
same  time,  as  I  have 
grown  up  in  Boston, 

I  have  also  realized 
just  how  unneces¬ 
sary  these  vehicles 
are  in  city  life. 

When  com¬ 
muting  to  work  or 
to  school  in  the  city, 
it  is  practically  im¬ 
possible  to  make  the 
trip  in  a  car  with¬ 
out  experiencing  at 
least  one  traffic  jam 
that  does  nothing 


utes  by  biking  to  school.  To  anyone  who 
does  not  believe  that  a  human-powered 
vehicle  could  possibly  beat  an  engine,  I 
gladly  challenge  you  to  a  race  to  school. 
Come  find  me  and  we’ll  talk. 

It  saddens  me  to  ride  by  mile-long 
lines  of  cars  and  trucks  parked  on  the 
street,  doing  nothing  but  polluting  the 
environment.  Then  again,  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  more  satisfying  than  riding  past  a  lane 


BIKERS  FLOOD  MASS  AVE  AND  HOPE  THE  BRIDGE  DOESN'T  COLLAPSE 


but  effectively  drain  the  fun  from  the 
day.  There  is,  however,  a  solution:  the 
bicycle. 

The  benefits  of  biking  in  the  city 
are  countless.  You  eliminate  all  anger  and 
frustration  associated  with  sitting  in  traf¬ 
fic — and  then,  upon  reaching  your  des¬ 
tination,  you  don’t  have  to  worry  about 
parking!  I  have  overheard  more  than  one 
story  this  year  from  students  who  drive 
to  school  especially  early  just  to  find  a 
parking  spot,  and  still  arrive  late.  Biking 
in  the  city  often  is  much  quicker  than 
driving  and  will  probably  save  you  time 
on  your  commute;  I  save  about  io  miq- 


of  backed-up  cars  and  knowing  that  you 
will  reach  your  destination  faster  and  by 
using  only  your  own  power.  Pollution 
emissions  of  a  bicycle?  Zero. 

Of  course,  the  fitness  benefits  are 
quite  obvious.  When  you  add  bike  com¬ 
muting  to  your  everyday  routine,  you’ll 
be  in  better  shape  than  ever  before. 

The  best  part  of  commuting  by 
bike  is  your  complete  independence 
from  others  to  get  you  places.  You  never 
have  to  wait  for  a  bus,  a  train  or  a  ride 
from  a  parent.  When  you  feel  like  get¬ 
ting  somewhere,  you  never  have  to  worry 
about  calling  your  friend  for  a  ride,  and 


you  never  have  to  worrv  about  making 
the  next  train.  It  can  take  over  an  hour 
to  drive  from  Westie  to  downtown  if  the 
timing  isn’t  right.  If  it’s  late  at  night  and 
you  are  relying  on  public  transit  to  get 
you  places,  you’re  out  of  luck.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  you  have  your  bicycle  with 
you,  no  worries! 

Biking  means  you  never  have  to 
pay  for  the  T,  never  have  to  pay  for  gas, 
can  get  places  in  the  city 
faster  than  you  ever  have, 
get  great  exercise  and  are 
wide  awake  for  that  early 
morning  class.  If  you’re 
stressed  about  the  day’s 
big  test  or  deadline,  bik¬ 
ing  really  helps  to  clear 
your  mind  and  reduce 
>some  of  that  stress.  You 

LU 

Iwill  know  that  you’re 
|  helping  the  environment. 
“You  get  to  smile  at  angry 
g  drivers  who  are  stuck  in 
2 traffic  and  wish  them  a 

LU  .  . 

|  nice  day,  you  can  come 
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5  and  go  whenever  you  feel 
£  like  it,  instead  of  when 
x  the  MBTA  schedule  tells 
you  to.  You  never  have 
to  worry  about  parking,  you’ll  be  full 
of  energy  the  whole  day  and,  of  course, 
you’ll  meet  exciting  people  while  com¬ 
muting. 

It  would  be  great  to  see  more  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  bike  to  school  now 
that  the  weather  is  improving.  There  are 
a  few  sincere  bike-commuting  teachers 
at  our  school,  although  I  don’t  know  if 
any  ride  to  school  all  year.  If  you  want 
to  pick  up  your  day  with  a  nice  bike  ride 
in  the  morning,  come  say  hello!  You’ll 
have  the  most  refreshing  school  day  of 
the  year.  There’s  nothing  more  fulfilling 
than  commuting  by  bike. 


Mass.  Can  Aid  Students  (Sort  Of) 


By  Erica  Moise,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Massachusetts  Comprehensive 
Assessment  System  (MCAS)  was  admin¬ 
istered  to  sophomores  for  the  first  time 
in  1998,  and  has  since  become  not  only 
a  graduation  requirement,  but  also  a  cri¬ 
terion  for  a  financial  reward.  Every  fall, 
juniors  across  Massachusetts  hold  their 
breath  in  hopes  that  they  performed  well 
enough  on  the  MCAS  in  order  to  receive 
the  highly-esteemed  John  and  Abigail 
Adams  Scholarship.  What  most  students 
do  not  know  is  that  out  of  the  $66,366 
cost  of  attending  UMass  Amherst  for 
four  years,  the  Adams  Scholarship  cov¬ 
ers  $6,856 — only  about  10  percent.  As 
students  progress  through  the  grades  of 
high  school,  they  begin  to  think  more 
and  more  about  college,  and  consequently 
about  the  costs  of  their  potential  col¬ 
leges.  Students  at  Boston  Latin  School 
often  think  of  UMass  Amherst  as  an 
academic  safety  school.  Because  of  the 
misconception  regarding  the  true  value 
of  the  Adams  Scholarship,  however,  many 
also  consider  it  a  financial  safety  school 
when  perhaps  they  should  not.  The  harsh 
reality  begins  to  set  in  at  the  beginning 
of  senior  year  when  the  scholarship  let¬ 
ters  are  mailed  to  the  homes  of  qualified 
students. 

I  am  writing  this  just  to  raise  aware¬ 
ness.  This  article  is  not  meant  to  discredit 
anyone  who  has  thought  or  is  thinking 
about  accepting  this  scholarship.  In  the 
end,  a  scholarship  is  still  a  scholarship, 
and  that  is  $6,856  less  coming  out  of  your 
pocket,  but  be  aware  that  the  Adams 


$cholarship  is  not  a  “full”  scholarship  in 
the  traditional  sense — rather,  it  is  a  full- 
tuition  scholarship  that  does  not  cover 
most  of  the  costs  of  schooling. 

Nevertheless,  Boston  Latin  stu¬ 
dents  should  do  well  on  the  MCAS 
regardless  of  the  financial  “prize”  at  the 
end  of  the  test.  A  Latin  School  student 
receiving  a  failing  mark  on  the  MCAS  is 
unheard  of,  and  passing  the  MCAS  is  a 
graduation  requirement. 


BE  AWARE  THAT  THE  ADAMS 

Scholarship  is  not  a 
“full”  scholarship  in  the 

TRADITIONAL  SENSE. 


Still,  a  large  number  of  students 
who  plan  to  pay  for  a  UMass  education 
with  this  scholarship  fail  to  notice  the 
misleading  use  of  the  key  word  “full.” 
These  students  may  be  forced  to  scrap 
for  other  financial  resources  to  make 
ends  meet. 

In  my  opinion,  the  coordinators  of 
this  scholarship  should  not  be  ambiguous 
about  the  amount  of  money  rewarded  or 
make  confusing  statements  about  full- 
tuition  scholarships  that  may  be  mistaken 
for  a  full  ride.  I  hope  that  students  find 
out  before  it  is  too  late. 

There  arc  legitimate  and  generous 
scholarships  out  there,  and  students 


should  try  their  best  to  find  them;  but 
when  a  scholarship  finds  a  student,  like 
the  Adams  Scholarship  finds  every  suc¬ 
cessful  MCAS-taking  Massachusetts 
student,  a  red  flag  should  come  up.  If  it 
were  an  all-expenses-paid  offer,  as  many 
students  perceive  it  to  be,  would  it  not 
be  better  known?  This  scholarship  is  only 
mentioned  twice  a  year:  in  March  when 
the  MCAS  is  administered  and  October 
when  the  results  are  released. 

Currently,  for  a  student  to  be  eli¬ 
gible  for  the  scholarship,  he  or  she  must 
receive  at  least  one  score  of  “Proficient” 
and  one  of ‘Advanced”  on  either  the  math 
or  English  section  of  the  MCAS  and/or  be 
in  the  top  25  percent  of  his  or  her  school 
district.  Another  fact  that  the  proponents 
of  the  scholarship  failed  to  mention  in 
their  announcements  is  that  a  student 
must  maintain  a  GPA  of  3.0  in  order  to 
renew  the  scholarship. 

As  Massachusetts  residents,  we 
should  feel  fortunate  to  have  the  Adams 
Scholarship  offered  to  us — not  all  states 
have  such  a  beneficial  program  in  place. 
Free  money,  when  it  comes  to  paying  for 
college,  is  always  a  good  thing.  The  savvy 
student,  however,  is  the  one  who  asks 
“How  much?”  It  is  important  to  read  the 
scholarship’s  fine  print.  This  article  would 
not  be  necessary  had  the  scholarship  co¬ 
ordinators  put  all  their  cards  on  the  table 
and  let  students  know  the  real  deal  about 
the  amount  of  money  being  offered.  It  is 
not  impossible  to  find  other  scholarships 
and  grants  to  supplement  the  Adams 
$cholarship,  but  in  order  for  students  to 
begin  this  search,  its  limitations  mvst  be 
acknowledged  in  advance. 
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I  May  Be  Spartacus 


IS  HISTORICAL  ACCURACY  IMPORTANT  IN  MOVIES? 


By  Rachel  Prime,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


We  live  in  a  society  that  loves  to  be  entertained.  When  we 
sit  down  in  a  movie  theater  armed  with  large  overpriced  buckets 
of  popcorn  and  blue-raspberry  Icees,  we  expect  to  see  as  much 
action,  gore  and  romantic  intrigue  as  possible  to  make  the  ticket 
worth  its  $9.25  price.  Sometimes  the  audiences  of  America  may 
even  be  satisfied  with  a  plotless  movie,  as  long  as  limbs  are  flying 
fast  and  furious  across  the  screen  and  the  two  lovers  are  united 
at  the  end. 

While  I  agree  that  movies  should  be  entertaining,  those 
based  on  historical  events  should  also  be  informative  and  accurate 
to  prevent  audiences  from  remaining  ignorant  of  the  events  in 
question.  The  recent  hit  300  is  about  the  Battle  ofThermopylae, 
a  real  battle  which  occurred  in  480  B.C.  The  movie’s  portrayal  of 
Sparta  is  largely  accurate;  Spartan  boys  did  go  through  rigorous 
training  to  become  warriors  and  were  taught  to  fear  nothing,  a 
fact  that  the  movie  correctly  emphasizes. 

300,  however,  incorrectly  portrays  their- opponents,  the 
Persians,  by  presenting  them  in  an  extremely  negative  light.  The 
Persians  are  literally  portrayed  as  monsters.  I  will  admit  that  it 
was  thrilling  to  watch  the  Spartan  King  Leonidas  finally  kill  that 
big  Persian  thing,  but  this  particular  negative  representation  was 
bound  to  anger  those  who  might  describe  themselves  as  Persian, 
namely  people  of  Iranian  descent — and  it  did.  A  website  called 
“Project  300”  was  launched  by  Pendar  Yousefi,  an  Iranian-born 
Canadian,  shortly  after  the  release  of  the  film.  It  contains  facts 
about  the  Persian  Empire  and  pictures  of  Persian  soldiers.  It’s 
clear  that  the  website’s  intention  is  to  educate  the  public  about 
what  the  Persians  were  really  like,  not  the  barbaric  io-foot  tall 
monster  men  featured  in  the  movie. 

Warner  Brothers’  response  to  this  protest  claimed  that  “the 
studio  developed  this  film  purely  as  a  fictional  work  with  the  sole 
purpose  of  entertaining  audiences;  it  is  not  meant  to  disparage 
an  ethnicity  or  culture  or  make  any  sort  of  political  statement.” 
But  if  the  movie  is  about  the  Battle  ofThermopylae,  which  ac¬ 
tually  happened,  and  the  Spartans  are  portrayed  accurately,  why 
couldn’t  the  producers  just  get  all  of  the  facts  straight?  Would  a 
more  accurate  portrayal  of  the  Persians  have  made  the  movie  less 
entertaining?  Fun  scenes  are  fine,  but  we  should  not  be  walking 
away  from  historically-based  movies  with  erroneous  judgments 
about  any  cultures,  races  or  religions.  Offending  a  culture  should 
not  be  part  of  the  recipe  for  good  entertainment. 

Troy,  another  recent  sword-and-sandals  flick,  fails  to  follow 
the  Uiad  accurately,  contrary  to  what  the  filmmakers  claim.  The 
film  definitely  does  not  stick  to  the  facts  presented  in  Homer’s 
epic  poem  about  the  10-year  war;  instead,  in  the  screenwriters’ 
version,  it  turns  into  a  war  that  lasts  a  couple  weeks.  In  addition 
to  a  shortened  war,  many  of  the  main  characters’  deaths  are  dras¬ 
tically  misplaced,  and  the  fate  of  Helen  of  Troy  is  also  changed. 
Although  the  Iliad  is  a  literary  source,  not  a  historical  one,  it  is 
so  ingrained  in  our  culture  that  we  should  not  allow  people  to 
mislearn  the  story.  The  movie  distorts  the  events  surrounding  the 
Trojan  War  beyond  recognition  and  then  claims  that  the  movie 
is  based  upon  some  sort  of  literary  or  historical  basis,  which  is 
absurd.  Filmmakers  cannot  assume  that  viewers  know  everything 
or  even  anything  about  the  Trojan  war;  they  have  to  expect  some 
people  to  walk  away  from  the  movie  thinking  that  they  actually 
learned  something  about  this  mythical  event,  other  than  “Wow, 
Brad  Pitt  is  really  hot  in  his  loin-cloth.” 

History  is  history,  and  fiction  is  fiction.  If  a  movie  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  based  on  a  historical  event,  then  it  should  be  100 
percent  accurate;  history  is  interesting  enough  to  make  good 
movies  out  of  real  facts.  Why  does  everything  have  to  be  embel¬ 
lished?  What  does  it  say  about  society  if  we  cannot  be  entertained 
by  the  truth? 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


About  two  weeks  ago  I  went  to  see  300.  I  waited  in 
line  with  a  hundred  other  moviegoers,  spent  about  $20  on 
refreshments  and  sat  through  one  of  the  most  poorly  written 
films  I  have  seen  all  year.  Once  I  exited  the  theater,  threw 
away  my  half-eaten  popcorn  and  returned  to  my  life,  I  was 
confronted  by  a  hailstorm  of  news  about  people  angry  because 
300  was  not  historically  accurate.  This  significant  response 
certainly  raises  the  question:  are  filmmakers  obligated  to 
keep  historical  dramas  accurate?  Honestly,  the  answer  is 
simple.  No  way. 

There  are  a  few  straightforward  reasons  why.  The  big¬ 
gest  one  is  that  a  great  deal  of  what  we  deem  to  be  “fact”  is 
hearsay.  Look  at  Troy,  a  Film  that  glorifies  the  hand-to-hand 
combat  of  a  war  immortalized  by  Homer  thousands  of  years 
ago.  To  argue  over  whether  we  are  representing  the  facts  ap¬ 
propriately  is  a  joke — our  main  source  of  information  is  an 
epic  poem  that  features  gods  who  intervene  on  behalf  of  their 
favorite  warriors.  According  to  many  scientists,  the  Trojan 
War  was  a  minor  trade  conflict  and  is  only  notable  because 
of  its  prominence  in  literature.  When  there  is  no  way  to  sift 
fact  from  fiction,  a  director’s  job  is  to  continue  to  do  what 
the  original  storyteller  started.  He  adds  to  the  story,  making 
it  interesting  and  exciting  to  his  audience. 

It  also  borders  on  the  absurd  to  be  upset  if  a  film  omits 
characters  or  events.  A  film  must  change  and  exclude  events 
because  of  time  constraints.  The  idea  that  you  can  fit  an 
event  that  takes  place  over  many  days,  weeks,  months  or  years 
into  a  two-hour  movie  is  impossible.  Furthermore,  a  film’s 
first  job  is  to  be  entertaining.  This  is  a  certainty.  A  historical 
drama  is  an  opportunity  for  entertainment,  and  that  is  why 
people  go  to  theaters.  They  go  to  historical  dramas  to  be 
transported  to  another  country,  another  time  and  another 
world;  the  instances  when  people  actually  learn  something 
are  simply  a  side  effect  of  a  good  story  told  well.  To  make 
a  story  entertaining  and  to  make  it  work,  things  need  to  be 
changed.  Often,  many  characters  are  condensed  into  one  that 
is  representative  of  their  combined  traits.  Many  more  events 
are  changed  or  added  to  give  the  hero  motivations  which  are 
historically  unknown.  In  order  to  get  people  involved  in  an 
issue  and  to  make  a  positive  change,  the  story  must  first  be 
accessible,  and  in  order  to  draw  t-he  audience  in,  the  history 
must  be  emended  into  a  coherent  script.  The  restrictions 
that  the  medium  presents  forces  a  filmmaker  to  modify  his¬ 
tory,  and  this  is  definitely  for  the  better.  It  distills  the  most 
interesting  and  influential  parts,  which  makes  for  an  enjoyable 
experience.  Plus,  no  one  wants  to  sit  through  a  two-week  long 
movie.  Popcorn  just  isn’t  that  nourishing. 

When  films  make  these  stories  accessible  to  the  public 
by  changing  and  simplifying  often  daunting  and  convoluted 
events,  they  encourage  awareness  of  an  issue.  After  Hotel 
Rwanda  was  released,  a  vast  number  of  people  became  inter 
ested  in  what  had  gone  on  in  the  country  and  how  to  prevent 
genocide  in  the  future.  Also,  I  have  seen  countless  specials 
on  TV  and  read  many  books  and  articles  that  are  themselves 
historically  accurate.  People  are  reading,  watching  and  learn¬ 
ing!  Some  would  never  have  considered  paying  attention  to 
that  piece  of  history  if 300  hadn’t  sparked  their  interest.  That 
is  why  historical  dramas  are  so  effective.  They  are  interesting, 
and  as  a  result  of  their  cinematic  power,  people  are  educated, 
often  against  their  will.  A  lot  of  good  has  been  done  as  a  result 
of  movies  that  have  a  historical  base,  but  they  are  moving 
because  certain  aspects  were  altered  or  emphasized.  Would 
you  really  want  to  tamper  with  such  a  positive  influence,  or 
would  you  just  like  to  enjoy  the  movie? 


Forum 

Question 

Do  you  think  the  movie  300  is  racist? 


“No,  I  think  it  was  overly 
artistic,  but  not  racist.” 

—John  Walsh,  I 


“Yes,  it  was  because  it  made 
Xerxes  look  flamboyant  but  King 
Leonidas  was  very  masculine.” 

— Brian  Luu,  II 


“No,  I  didn’t  see  it  as  racist.” 

—^Jessica  Lui,  III 


“It’s  about  people  running 
about  killing  people  in  Speedos,  it’s 
not  a  metaphor  for  racism.” 

— Olivia  Schwob,  IV 


“Yeah,  I  suppose,  because 
they’re  trying  to  make  {the  Persians] 
the  bad  guys,  so  they  have  to  be 
gritty  and  savage.  But  personally  I 
didn’t  think  it  was  offensive.” 

— Jesse  Michel,  V 


“A  little,  the  Persians  did  in¬ 
vade  Greece  though.  I  don’t  think 
it  was  meant  to  be  racist,  but  some 
take  it  that  way.” 

— Kamil  Moroz,  VI 
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World  Conquest 
for  Dummies 

By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Assistant  Layout  Editor 


Even  if  you  live  in  a  bubble,  you 
could  nor  have  missed  the  news  from 
the  Middle  East:  Iran  had  successfully 
stunned  the  Western  world  by  kidnap¬ 
ping,  or  capturing  (depending  on  your 
perspective),  15  British  sailors,  refusing  to 
give  them  back,  and  then  letting  its  leader 
set  them  free  as  a  “present  to  the  British 
people.”  But  I  would  not  want  to  wake  up 
on  Christmas  morning  and  unwrap  a  Brit¬ 
ish  sailor,  unless  Jessica  Alba  was  British 
and  had  joined  the  navy 

I  suppose  that  when  you  are  a  dip¬ 
lomatically  challenged,  anti-American, 
anti-democratic  nation  that  many  other 
nations  don’t  like,  there  are  certain  actions 
you  are  forced  to  take. 

Let  us  suppose  there  was  a  kin¬ 
dergarten  somewhere  where  all  the  cool 
kids  decided  there  was  one  little  boy  they 
did  not  like.  So  they  give  him  the  silent 
treatment,  they  ignore  him,  they  don’t 
play  with  him,  they  don’t  share  their 
chocolate  chip  cookies  with  him.  Now, 
this  little  kindergartener  would  probably 
want  attention,  and  to  get  some,  he  might 
just  steal  someone’s  GI  Joe  and  threaten 
to  break  it.  Why  would  he  do  that?  Well, 
1  mean,  the  other  kids  wouldn’t  want  to 
beat  him  up  because  then  he’d  just  break 
the  GI  Joe,  so  hopefully  they’d  talk  to 
him  instead. 

Now  let  us  suppose  I  was  the  ruler 
of  a  Muslim  theocracy  in  control  of  a  vast 
quantity  of  a  substance  as  precious  as 
liquid  gold  that  foreign  nations  will  kill 
to  get.  Now,  let’s  suppose  those  foreign 
nations  hate  me,  decide  I  am  the  source 
of  all  evil  and  choose  to  ignore  me.  Of 
course,  I’d  be  mad. 

So  I’ve  consulted  my  five-year-old 
son,  stolen  someone  else’s  GI  Joe  and  now 
have  the  world’s  attention  on  me  and  my 
dusty  oil  rich  nation.  What  do  I  do  now? 
Well,  I  could  reconsider  and  decide  that 
I  want  to  play  nice.  Or  I  could  change 
my  course.  So  listen  up,  you  members  of 
the  defunct  Axis  of  Evil!  For  the  low;  low 
price  of  free  gas  for  the  rest  of  my  life  (and 
one  of  those  exotic  Italian  sports  cars, 
preferably  starting  with  “F”  and  ending 
with  “erarri”),  I  will  teach  you  how  to  take 
over  the  world,  or  at  least  to  get  the  rest 
of  the  little  kids  to  play  with  you. 

First,  you  cut  off  supplies  of  your  all- 
powerful  liquid  fuel  to  the  countries  that 
don’t  like  you  and  watch  them  slowly  die 
off  as  their  economies  falter  and  plunge 
into  an  oil-less  dark  age.  Also,  since  you 
have  stopped  sending  off  your  oil,  maybe 
you  could  use  it  to  improve  your  own 
economy  (hulking,  oil-chugging  SUVs  are 
not  a  problem  when  you  can  dig  a  well 
in  your  backyard  and  get  a  year’s  worth 
of  fuel). 

Of  course,  the  one  flaw  in  this  plan 
is  the  citizens  of  your  enemy  nations  may 
decide  they  don’t  need  your  oil  anymore. 
Perhaps,  as  we  speak,  they’re  developing 
alternative  fuels,  deciding  to  jog  or  bike 
to  work  and  choosing  canvas  shopping 
bags  over  plastic.  They  might  become  a 
nation  of  slim  people  with  seriously  scary 
six  packs.  This  would  leave  you  with  a  lot 
of  desert  oil  that  now  would  be  worth  as 
much  as  your  desert  sand  and  an  enemy 
that  has  just  cured  itself  of  its  worst  dis¬ 
ease  and  created  a  population  of  super 
humans  ready  to  stomp  your  nation  flat. 
I  suppose  that  possibility  was  one  of  the 
factors  Ahmadinejad  considered  when  he 
made  his  decision  to  give  the  Brits  an  early 
Christmas  present  Cor  because  none  of  the 
sailors  resembled  Ms.  Alba). 
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Not  Enamo(red)  of  Product  Red 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  I 

Forum  Editor 

Can  a  T-shirt  really  change  the 
world?  Perhaps,  if  it  is  made  of  organic 
cotton  and  was  produced  by  American 
laborers  who  were  paid  fairly  and  treated 
well.  When  it  comes  to  The  Gap’s  Product 
Red  campaign,  however,  I  am  skeptical. 

The  Gap’s  line  of  Product  Red 
merchandise  has  gotten  a  lot  of  good 
press,  with  public  attention  stirred  up 
especially  by  being  associated  with 
well-known  celebrity  activists  such 
as  Bono  and  Don  Cheadle.  Sadly, 
questions  have  been  raised  about  the 
transparency  of  the  retail  giant’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  humanitarian  aid.  While 
Motorola  pledges  to  give  S17  to  the 
Global  Fund  for  every  “Red”  Razr 
phone  sold  and  Apple  donates  $10  from 
the  sale  of  each  “Red”  iPod,  The  Gap 
has  been  reluctant  to  reveal  exactly 
how  much  it  gives  to  the  charity  for 
every  item  sold.  It  claims  to  give  50 
percent  of  the  profit  from  the  sale, 
but  for  a  crackerjack  accountant,  it’s 
child’s  play — and  perfectly  legal — to 
manipulate  the  numbers  so  that  profit 
is  technically  zero.  Unfortunately,  50 
percent  of  zero  is  still  zero. 

A  consultant  at  a  communica¬ 
tions  firm  in  San  Francisco  recently 
claimed  that  the  company  has  invested 
hundreds  of  times  more  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  marketing  of  the  “Red”  prod¬ 
ucts  than  has  yet  been  donated,  which 
has  been  denied  by  The  Gap.  If  this  is 
true,  is  it  possible  that  it  is  only  seeking 


to  profit  from  its  supposed  interest  in 
global  issues?  Why  could  it  not  just  have 
written  a  check? 

If  consumers  believe  in  their  sup¬ 
posedly  altruistic  motive,  it  could  pay 
even  higher  dividends  for  The  Gap  than 
for  other  corporations.  Over  the  years, 
“The  Gap”  has  become  synonymous  with 
“sweatshops”  to  many  consumers,  even 


though  it  has  supposedly  made  recent  im¬ 
provements  in  its  policy  regarding  foreign 
labor.  Involvement  in  Product  Red  gives 
the  company  a  reprieve  from  such  criti¬ 
cism.  It  gets  the  invaluable  chance  to  say 


“Look  at  this;  we’re  good  guys.” 

In  the  last  issue,  the  author  of  an 
article  praising  Product  Red  described  the 
idea  as  “golden.”  The  campaign  is  sure  to 
attract  customers  with  some  sort  of  global 
consciousness,  especially  those  who  will 
say,  “I  like  the  product  and  it  seems  like  a 
good  cause,  so  let  me  shell  out  30  bucks.” 
But  is  “Buy  more  stuff!”  really  a  good  mes¬ 
sage  to  send  when  there  are  people  suf¬ 
fering?  This  campaign,  while  it  may  seem 
noble,  is  encouraging  behavior  that,  in 
the  future,  will  work  against  any  real  at¬ 
tempt  to  change  things.  You  buy  another 
shirt,  another  phone,  another  pair  of 
shoes,  and  hey,  look  at  that!  Someone 
might  get  treated  forAIDS.  In  this  case, 
having  a  positive  impact  on  the  world 
and  its  people  is  secondary  to  obtaining 
something  new.  Action  beyond  taking  a 
trip  to  the  mall  should  be  emphasized 
in  our  society 

Will  fueling  the  commercial 
machine  really  solve  problems  that 
were,  to  a  certain  extent,  caused  by 
that  same  machine?  Many  African 
nations  suffer  from  extreme  poverty 
0and  a  lack  of  adequate  education  or 
£  health  care.  Western  influences  have 
Splayed  no  small  part  in  this,  and  the 

■  !§ globalization  of  recent  decades  will  do 
[  S  nothing  to  solve  this  problem.  The  Gap 

■  |  is  emblematic  of  this,  with  factories  all 

over  the  world  that  contribute  little  to 
their  surrounding  communities.  And 
the  company  will  continue  to  thrive. 

The  Gap  would  do  well  by  tak¬ 
ing  its  T-shirts  and  leaving  the  world 
alone. 


Inti.  Courts  Criminally  Deficient 


By  Ari  Klickstein,  II 

A&E  Editor 


Last  month,  46  students  in  Boston 
Latin  School’s  Facing  History  program 
traveled  to  Europe  to  visit  some  of  the 
sites  connected  with  the  region’s  history  of 
genocide,  as  well  as  those  representative  of 
its  worrisome  future.  After  walking  on  the 
grounds  of  Auschwitz  in  Poland  and  past 
the  SS  Buildings  in  Berlin,  we  finally  ar 
rived  in  Amsterdam,  where  we  found  our¬ 
selves  sitting  in  a  L'nited  Nations  building 
watching  the  trial  of  a  war  criminal  at  the 
International  Tribunal 
for  the  former  Yugosla¬ 
via  (ICTY),  one  of  the 
few  courts  prosecuting 
crimes  that  took  place 
during  that  country’s 
conflict  in  the  1990s. 

This  court  is  re¬ 
stricted  to  dealing  with 
the  crimes  of  the  past 
genocide  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia,  while  its 
sister  body,  the  ICTR, 
focuses  on  Rwanda. 

Just  a  few  blocks  away 
is  the  home  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Criminal 
Court  (ICC).  The  ICC 
was  established  in  2002 
to  prosecute  crimes  of 
genocide,  war  crimes, 


Bill  Clinton  signed  onto  the  ICC’s  Rome 
Statute,  which  allowed  the  U.S.  to  negoti¬ 
ate  the  rules  of  the  court.  Two  years  later, 
however,  President  George  W.  Bush  did 
not  ratify  it  and  went  as  far  as  to  “unsign” 
the  U.S.  from  the  Statute,  the  primary 
concern  being  that  U.S.  servicemen  could 
be  unfairly  targeted  for  crimes  by  the 
jury-less  and  potentially  politicized  court. 
These  concerns  were  still  prevalent  even 
after  attempts  by  the  court  to  appease 
this  make-or-break  country  and  grant  it 
immunity.  In  today’s  world  of  Abu  Ghraib 
and  anti-Americanism  rampant  on  every 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  CRIMINAL  COURT  IN  THE  HAGUE  LACKS  LEGITIMACY. 


Court — but  these,  too,  pale  in  comparison. 
The  support  of  the  United  States  would 
undoubtedly  give  the  ICC  some  teeth, 
especially  since  the  U.S.  would  be  able 
to  help  it  track  down  and  hand  over  the 
criminals  it  seeks  to  prosecute,  as  one  of 
its  weaknesses  is  that  it  lacks  a  mechanism 
to  catch  and  try  defendants.  Right  now,  it 
relies  on  member  states  to  hand  over  any 
individuals  who  it  hopes  to  try  in  Holland 
at  the  Hague. 

What  remains  the  larger  issue,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  general  inability  of  the  ICC, 
and  the  UN.  as  a  whole,  to  use  decisive 
force  when  faced  with  acts  of 
genocide.  The  ICC  is  slow  and 
methodical  in  its  prosecutions; 
only  this  past  February  did  the 
office  of  the  prosecutor  present 
evidence  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
judges  regarding  the  prosecution 
of  individuals  in  charge  of  the 
genocide  in  Darfur,  where  a  con¬ 
flict  has  led  to  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  deaths  over  the  past  five 
years.  Those  individuals  still  have 
yet  to  be  handed  over  by  Sudan, 
D  which  claims  that  the  ICC  has  no 

CO 

^jurisdiction  in  the  conflict. 

The  U.N.  itself  seems  unable 
5  to  commit  to  sending  pcacckecp- 
|  ers  when  they  are  most  needed, 

•  especially  to  regions  of  rampant 


crimes  against  humanity  and  the  crime 
of  aggression  committed  by  individuals 
of  member  states,  of  which  there  are  over 
100,  but  not  including  Syria,  The  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  and,  oh  yes,  the  United 
States. 

Though  our  country  is  supposed 
to  be  a  bastion  of  justice  in  the  world, 
it  is  unfortunately  staunchly  opposed  to 
the  ICG.  This  position,  however;  is  not 
.Entirely' unwarranted.  In  2000,  President 


continent,  however,  membership  in  the 
ICC  might  be  just  what  the  LIS.  needs 
to  regain  international  respect.  Since  it 
is  unlikely  that  U.S.  soldiers  would  be 
tried  by  the  court,  which  only  prosecutes 
individuals  if  the  member  country  does 
not  move  to  do  so  itself,  the  argument  of 
the  current  administration  is  unjustifiable. 
Critics  cite  other  faults — including  the 
exclusion  of  tough-to-define  terrorism  as 
a  crirhe  and  the  fact  that  the  court  would 
function  as  a  court  above  the  Supreme 


violence,  like  Darfur.  The  power 
of  the  U.N.  becomes  mired  in 
bureaucracy  and  the  conflicting  interests 
of  powerful  member  states.  It  seems  un¬ 
able  to  do  much  more  than  to  chide  and 
place  sanctions  on  naughty  countries.  On 
the  other  hand,  NATO  and  the  African 
Union  have  mobilized  troops,  some  of 
whom  are  Rwandan,  to  Darfur.  Is  the  state 
of  the  world  now  really  such  that  the  only 
people  willing  to  stop  and  protect  against 
genocide  are  those  who  have  experienced 
horrors  themselves?  Hopcfullynot,  • .  ‘ 
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The  Ripple  Effect  in  Newfoundland 


By  Ying  Wang,  II 
&  Katie  Harrison,  I 

Editorial  Board  Associate  &  Forum  Editor 


April  2,  2007  marked  the  first  day 
of  the  annual  Canadian  seal  hunt  in  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  off  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  This  500- 
yearold  tradition  is  a  senseless  hunt  of 
defenseless  young  harp  seals  which  cannot 
yet  swim,  and  despite  the  claims  by  the 
Canadian  government  that  all  these  seals 
are  “killed  off  humanely,”  the  evidence  is 
sufficient  to  prove  otherwise.  At  least  42 
percent  of  the  victims  are  actually  still 
alive  and  conscious,  though  wounded  by 
clubbing,  when  fishermen  tear  off  their 
skin.  Clubs  are  the  weapons  of  choice, 
as  firearms  leave  bullet  holes  in  the  skin, 
which  result  in  a  loss  of  profit  as  the  seal 
skin  would  be  far  less  appealing  aestheti¬ 
cally. 

The  seal  skins  are  then  transported 
to  fashion  houses  such  as  Prada  and  Gu¬ 
cci.  The  profits  from  the  hunt  comprise  a 
measly  five  percent  of  the  overall  income 
of  these  fishermen.  Meanwhile,  the  fash¬ 
ion  industry  gains  far  more  from  the  fresh 
supply  of  fur  pelts  imported  every  year 
from  Canada. 

On  some  level,  the  participation  of 


fishermen  in  these  heinous  acts  is  under 
standable.  Their  ability  to  make  a  living 
has  been  greatly  compromised  over  the 
past  decades,  and  selling  seal  pelts  can 
supplement  their  marginal  incomes.  Due 
to  the  daily  presence  of  journalists  and 
animal  rights  activists,  they  are  aware  that 
outsiders  are  vehemently  against  the  hunt, 
but  their  options  are  extremely  limited 
and  many  have  developed  a  disdain  for 
bleeding-heart  onlookers. 

Another  favorite  argu¬ 
ment  by  those  in  the  fishing 
industry  is  that  harp  seals  are 
eating  the  schools  of  cod,  a 
fish  which  had  historically 
been  a  far  more  important 
source  of  income  than  seals, 
but  it  is  now  illegal  to  harvest 
from  these  severely  depleted 
fisheries.  Blaming  the  catastrophic  col¬ 
lapse  in  cod  populations  on  seals,  how¬ 
ever,  is  absurd.  This  dramatic  decline 
is  undoubtedly  a  result  of  the  decades 
of  overfishing. 

This  still  does  not  excuse  the  kill¬ 
ings  of  these  animals.  It  is  all  senseless. 
Are  those  extravagant  fur-trimmed  coats 
really  worth  the  barbaric  killings  of 
300,000  baby  harp  seals  each  year?  These 
seals  are  not  being  used  for  any  practical 
purpose,  but  only  serve  as  fashion  state¬ 


ments  for  models  to  wear  while  strutting 
on  the  catwalk.  In  reality,  that  is  the  only 
reason  why  so  many  seals  are  targeted 
during  these  hunts. 

The  seal  carcasses  are  usually  thrown 
off  the  side  of  fishing  boats  after  the  skin 
is  removed.  The  seal  meat  is  not  sold  on 
meat  markets  and  the  blubber  is  not  put 
to  good  use. 

Global  warming  is  causing  popula¬ 


tions  of  harp  seals  to  disappear  at  alarming 
rates.  The  glaciers  on  which  these  pups  de¬ 
pend  are  actually  evaporating  from  right 
under  them,  causing  the  seals  to  drown. 
The  fishermen  are  also  feeling  a  pinch 
from  this  reduction  in  seal  population. 

2006  marked  the  fourth  consecutive 
year  that  the  government  allowed  fisher 
men  to  exceed  the  supposedly  sustainable 
quota  of  seals  permitted  to  be  hunted.  The 
quota  was  set  in  order  to  slow  the  decline 
of  seal  populations.  The  maximum  harvest 


in  2006  was  supposed  to  be  335,000  seals, 
but  based  on  government  figures,  more 
than  354,000  seals  were  killed.  Twenty 
thousand  seals  is  a  big  difference! 

This  hunt  can  be  stopped,  and  the 
power  to  end  it  lies  in  the  hands  of  the 
government.  The  killing  of  seals  is  only 
profitable  because  taxpayer  dollars  are 
used  to  subsidize  the  hunt,  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  goods  from  the  seal  fur  and  the 
marketing  of  the  furs  to 
foreign  buyers.  Without 
these  subsidies,  seal  hunt¬ 
ing  would  grind  to  a  halt. 
Fishermen  are  clinging  to 
their  traditional  lifestyle 
largely  because  of  they  lack 
alternatives.  The  govern¬ 
ment  is  only  exacerbating 
the  problems  they  face. 
A  more  responsible  choice  would  be  to 
support  the  development  of  other,  more 
sustainable  sources  of  income.  While 
Canada’s  government  has  made  attempts 
to  provide  alternatives,  it  must  take  action 
now  if  it  wants  to  preserve  the  livelihoods 
of  fishermen.  At  this  rate,  it  will  not  mat¬ 
ter  if  the  cod  ever  come  back.  The  people 
who  once  depended  on  them  as  a  source 
of  income  will  be  long  gone.  The  cod  have 
run  out,  and  the  seals  will  go  next  if  the 
government  does  not  stop  the  hunt. 


Are  glamorous  fur  coats  really  worth  the 

BARBARIC  KILLINGS  OF  300,000  SEALS? 


Objection  Sustained,  Mr.  President 


By  Yunhan  Chen,  II 

Editorial  Board  Associate 


In  the  U.S.,  there  are  93  attorneys 
who  represent  the  government  in  legal 
cases.  They  serve  fouryear  terms,  but  can 
be  dismissed  by  the  president  at  any  time. 
Whenever  a  new  president  takes  office, 
U.S.  attorneys  from  the  previous  ad¬ 
ministration  are  expected  to  hand  in 
their  resignations  so  that  they  can  be 
replaced  by  new  ones  loyal  to  the  new 
president. 

When  eight  U.S.  attorneys  were 
fired  recently,  however,  the  circum¬ 
stances  were  far  from  normal.  This 
sudden  act  reveals  once  again  the  Bush 
administration’s  unwarranted  demand 
for  total  loyalty  to  the  White  House. 
The  Senate  Judiciary  Committee, 
which  investigates  such  incidents, 
wants  to  summon  White  House  of¬ 
ficials,  such  as  Karl  Rove,  to  testify 
under  oath  about  this  emerging  scandal. 
President  Bush,  however,  would  prefer 
an  informal  testimony  without  any 
oath  or  recording,  for  unstated  reasons. 
This  is  unacceptable  because  it  violates 
the  checks  and  balances  established 
between  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  and  is  an  attempt  by  Bush 
and  his  staff  to  cover  up  cronyism  in  his 
administration. 

Before  all  this  happened,  the 
president  had  attempted  to  work 
around  the  rules  for  appointing  U.S. 

attorneys.  Traditionally,  the  attorney  _ 

general  must  submit  names  of  potential 
attorneys  to  the  Senate  for  approval.  This 
confirmation  process  takes  time  and  every 
district  needs  a  sitting  attorney  to  manage 
its  legal  affairs.  The  attorney  general  may 
therefore  appoint  an  interim  attorney  for 
120  days  when  an  attorney  leaves  office, 
without  receiving  approval  from  the  Sen¬ 
ate.  Bush’s  2006  revision  of  the  infamous 
USA  Patriot  Act  made  it  possible  for  inter 
im  attorneys  to  serve  indefinitely,  without 
ever  being  approved.  The  existence  of  this 
loophole  allows  the  president  to  bypass 
an  important  check  of  executive  power 
by.  the  legislature.  Although  the  Congress 
repealed  this  provision. in  late  March,  this 


action  by  the  Bush  administration  serves  as 
a  testimony  to  the  length  they  are  willing 
to  go  to  maintain  their  already  tenuous  grip 
on  the  White  House. 

Finding  a  replacement  is  often  a 
long  process  that  requires  much  attention 
from  both  the  president  and  the  Congress. 
When  an  attorney  is  fired  by  the  same 
president  who  appointed  him  or  her,  it 


New  Mexico,  further  expose  the  politicized 
nature  of  the  firings.  Iglesias  fell  out  of 
favor  with  the  administration  when  he  was 
slow  to  indict  certain  Democrats  in  a  voter 
fraud  investigation.  When  two  Republican 
lawmakers  pressured  him  to  “speed  up”  the 
process  in  order  to  submit  the  indictments 
before  the  Congressional  elections,  he  re¬ 
sponded  that  evidence  sufficient  to  file  the 


THE  PRESIDENT  WITH  ALBERTO  GONZALEZ  WHOSE  HEAD  MAY  BE  SOON  ON  THE  CHOPPING  BLOCK 


should  be  the  result  of  serious  miscon¬ 
duct  or  incompetence  on  the  attorney’s 
part.  Although  Attorney  General  Alberto 
Gonzales  stated  that  these  eight  attorneys 
were  forced  to  resign  due  to  “performance 
issues,”  further  examination  demonstrates 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  For  example,  Carol 
Lam,  one  of  the  aforementioned  attorneys, 
was  investigating  a  corruption  case  con¬ 
cerning  major  Republican  Party  members 
and  high-ranking  CIA  officials  who  have 
close  ties  with  the  Bush  administration.  Up 
to  the  day  of  her  dismissal,  she  continued  to 
urge  her  aides  to  file  their  indictments. 

■  The  circumstances  surrounding  the 
case  of  David  .  Iglesias,  U.S.  attorney  for 


indictments  would  not  be  ready  until  De¬ 
cember.  Soon  after,  he  was  forced  to  resign. 
In  a  show  of  cronyism,  the  replacements 
for  both  attorneys  were  loyal  Bush  sup¬ 
porters,  but  not  particularly  distinguished 
attorneys.  The  administration  is  desperate 
to  continue  its  political  agenda,  even  if  it  is 
accomplished  by  firing  perfectly  competent 
attorneys  and  replacing  them  with  lawyers 
who  have  little  experience  in  prosecuting 
cases.  Such  narrow-minded  acts  erode  the 
'  credibility  of  the  U.S.  justice  system. 

Now,  Bush  and  Gonzales  are  desper¬ 
ate  to  cover  their  tracks  in  this  evergrow 
ing  scandal.  Although  Gonzales  initially 
denied  his  involvement  in  the  firings,  his 


former  aide  Kyle  Sampson  claimed  other 
wise,  saying  that  Gonzales  discussed  these 
resignations  at  an  hourlong  meeting.  Later, 
Gonzales  changed  his  story  and  claimed 
that  he  was  only  minimally  involved.  This 
clearly  shows  the  duplicity  of  the  attorney 
general  and  his  incompetence  in  manag¬ 
ing  the  justice  system.  When  the  Senate 
authorized  subpoenas  to  force  members  of 
the  administration  to  testify,  Sampson 
resigned,  knowing  that  as  the  architect 
of  the  firings,  his  head  would  soon  be 
on  the  block.  Others  also  attempted  to 
avoid  public  scrutiny  Harriet  Miers, 
another  player  in  the  scandal,  left 
the  White  House  in  January  before 
the  public  knew  about  the  incident. 
Monica  Goodling,  Director  of  Public 
Affairs  for  the  Department  ofjustice, 
invoked  the  Fifth  Amendment  against 
self-incrimination  in  order  to  avoid 
testifying. 

President  Bush  is  conspicu¬ 
ously  hostile  to  the  Senate’s  efforts 
to  obtain  testimony  on  this  matter. 
Only  Gonzales  will  testify  on  April 
17.  The  Republican  Department  of 
Justice  is  doing  its  best  to  obscure 
the  truth  behind  the  dismissals,  in 
another  instance  of  blatant  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  a  Congressional  investigation. 
The  president  is  attempting  to  gather 
8  power  in  his  own  hands  by  obviating 
g  the  checks  and  balances  designed  to 
S  protect  the  structure  of  our  govern- 
ijment. 

The  potential  resignation  of 
Gonzales  should  strike  fear  into  the 
president’s  heart.  If  he  succumbs  to  the 
loud  calls  for  his  resignation,  he  may  choose 
to  testify  about  the  many  other  wrong-do¬ 
ings  of  the  Bush  administration,  in  addition 
to  the  difficulty  in  finding  a  qualified  at¬ 
torney  general  to  replace  him  at  a  moment 
when  the  position  reeks  with  the  stench  of 
the  recent  scandal.  In  the  few  tense  weeks 
until  his  April  17th  testimony,  Gonzales  will 
only  have  a  few  last  chances  to  regain  the 
grace  of  his  fellow  politicians  on  Capitol 
Hill.  Bush  needs  to  realize,  however,  that 
time  is  running  out.  With  the  Democrats 
controlling  Congress,  escaping  this  self-laid 
trap  will  be  no  mean  feat. 
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Modest  Mouse:  Less  than  Modest 


By  Nelson  Arnous,  V 

Staff  Writer 


In  a  dark,  dangerous  world  of 
money-grubbing,  scantily  clad,  vulgarity- 
screaming  musicians,  there  lies  an  oasis 
of  true  musicality  and  individuality — a 
bunch  of  guys  in  their  late  forties  armed 
with  guitars  and  microphones  from  small 
town  America.  These  unlikely  heroes  are 
none  other  than  the  members  of  Modest 
Mouse,  champions  of  indie  rock.  The 
group,  formed  in  1993,  has  recently  re¬ 
leased  its  fifth  album,  We  Were  Dead  Before 
the  Ship  Even  Sank. 

The  album  features  the  guitarist  of 
The  Smiths, Johnny  Marr,  who  performed 
the  music  and  wrote  some  of  the  songs. 
His  influence  is  evident  in  the  album’s 
overall  mood,  exemplified  in  the  song 
“Fly  Trapped  in  a  Jar.”  Despite  the  high 
number  of  songs  on  the  album,  14,  each 
is  solid  and  distinctive,  as  most  of  Mod¬ 
est  Mouse’s  music  selection  is.  “We  Were 
Dead”  debuted  as  number  one  on  the 
U.S.  Billboard  Chart,  and  number  one  on 
iTunes  and  Amazon  charts. 

The  group’s  mellow  rock  roots  are 
still  evident  in  its  new  work,  though  there 
is  stark  contrast  between  the  slower, 
smoother  songs  of  previous  albums,  such 
as  The  World  at  Large  and  Float  On  and 


the  songs  in  We  Were  Dead ,  like  the  single 
“Dashboard.”  “Dashboard”  features  a 
fast  pace  and  an  almost  disco  feel,  as  well 
as  segments  of  trumpet  blasts  through¬ 
out,  sounds  previously  unfamiliar  to  the 
band. 

The  album  in¬ 
cludes  incredible  va¬ 
riety,  such  as  barking, 
scratchy  vocals  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  smooth 
and  melodic  ones  of 
the  chorus  in  “Flor 
ida.”  This  contrast 
was  achieved  with 
the  help  of  the  vocal¬ 
ist  of  the  Shins,  James 
Mercer,  who  filled  in 
where  Isaac  Brock, 

Modest  Mouse’s 
front  man,  could  not 
sing  as  sweetly  as 
the  song  demanded. 

The  combination  of 
Mercer’s  vocals  and 
Marr’s  guitar  soften 
the  album,  adding  a 


previous  releases,  such  as  “Bukowski.” 
The  songwriting  is  consistent,  as  vague, 
dreamy  and  poetic  as  always,  with  lines 
like  “Well,  you  told  me  about  nowhere, 
well  it  sounds  like  someplace  I’d  like  to 
go.”  Brock’s  growl  is  as  distinctive  as  ever 


LOOKING  SO  INDIE,  IT  HURTS 


softer  side  to  Brock’s  coarse  voice. 

The  album  is  solid,  packed  with 
decent  songs,  though  nothing  is  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  nothing  on  the  album  reaches 
the  excellence  of  some  of  Modest  Mouse’s 


and  truly  defines  many  of  the  songs,  along 
with  the  ideas  expressed  in  them.  You 
can  hear  the  sarcasm,  pain  and  passion  in 
his  voice.  The  darkness  of  Brock’s  vocals 
is  balanced  with  Marr’s  warm  melodies. 


giving  the  album  a  light  feeling. 

One  of  the  only  songs  on  the  album 
that  was  not  up  to  the  standards  set  by 
previous  tracks  was  “Steam  Engenius.” 
Brock’s  voice  does  not  blend  with  the 
guitar  line  and  the  extra  coarse  vocals  are 
punctuated  by  the  sound-of-out- 
of-place  “woo-hoos.”  The  differ 
ent  segments  of  the  song  seem  to 
have  no  connections  and  it  almost 
feels  as  if  another  song  has  been 
inserted  at  certain  points. 

Many  Modest  Mouse  fans 
are  appalled  by  the  move  toward 
mainstream  pop  that  the  group 
has  made,  with  the  album  Float 
On  appearing  on  the  very  pop- 
oriented  American  Idol  and  gracing 
the  cover  of  KidzBop,  and  Modest 
Mouse  songs  being  tossed  in  with 
artists  such  as  Panic!  at  the  Disco 
and  Fall  Out  Boy.  The  band  has 
certainly  drifted  from  its  indie 
o  roots,  or  perhaps  Floated  On  past 
dthe  days  of  obscurity 

The  album  is  well  worth 
your  $13,  or  the  $5  you  pay  for 


an  eyepatch  and  cutlass,  if  you  insist  on 
pirating  the  music.  If  you  were  to  buy 
individual  songs  on  iTunes,  “Fire  It  Up,” 
“Dashboard”  and  “Spitting  Venom”  would 
be  good  choices. 


Televison  Only  Enhances  This  American  Life 


By  Roisfn  Foley,  II 

Staff  Writer 


In  the  first  episode  of  This  American 
Life,  the  televised  version  of  the  much- 
lauded  Chicago  Public  Radio  show,  a 
Texas  farmer  clones  his  prize  bull  to  dull 
the  pain  of  losing  the  beloved  animal.  In¬ 
stead  of  getting  the  gentle  Chance  back, 
however,  the  cloned  bull  keeps  attacking 
him.  Through  broken  arms  and  spine 
injuries  and  gored  crotches,  the  farmer 
insists  that  someday  Second  Chance  will 
become  the  gentle,  tame  animal  that  his 
genetic  predecessor  once  was. 

The  theme  of  the  week  (and  the  title 
of  the  episode)  is  “Reality  Check,”  and  it 
features  stories  that  have  all  been  used 
on  the  radio  show.  In  the  future,  all  the 
segments  on  the  video  broadcast  of  TAL 
will  be  neverbefore-seen  and  exclusive  to 
TV.  The  format  is  modeled  on  the  radio 
show;  a  prologue  sets  up  the  theme,  and 
two  or  three  acts  with  major  stories  rein¬ 
force  the  narrative  structure.  It  seems  as 
if  the  production  team  has  done  its  best 
to  duplicate  the  radio  show  on  film.  To 
a  great  degree,  it  has  succeeded,  but  the 
experience  is  still  quite  different.  Host  Ira 
Glass,  looking 
like  a  hipster 
Edward  R. 

Murrow  in  a 
suit  and  tie, 
appears  at  a 
desk  on  which 
there  rests 
an  old-fash¬ 
ioned  radio 
microphone. 

In  each  epi¬ 
sode,  his  desk 
is  placed  in 
some  strange 
outdoor  loca¬ 
tion,  some¬ 
times  a  busy 
highway  or  an 
oil  refinery, 
sometimes  a 
placid  river  in 

the  Rockies.  These  visuals  allow  Glass 
to  be  the  all-present  Voice  he  is  on  the 
radio  show,  without  making  him  into 


Letterman.  The  Voice  we  all  know  and 
love  is  there,  the  reedy,  thin  phrasing  and 
subtle  pathos  and  irony  that  make  Glass 
the  best  kind  of  radio 
voice,  recognizable  and 
interesting,  but  not  so 
distinct  as  to  be  annoy¬ 
ing.  It  is  jarring  at  first 
to  see  Glass  on  screen, 
kind  of  like  meeting 
the  Mr.  Moviefone  in 
person.  Yet  the  Desk 
in  a  Field  conceit  al¬ 
lows  Glass  to  exist  in  a 
kind  of  media  twilight 
zone,  giving  the  effect 
that  perhaps  he  even 
lives  there,  that  this 
is  where  he  beams  in 
from  when  we  hear 
him  on  the  radio.  That 
is  really  cool. 

The  essential  dif¬ 
ference  is  in  the  me¬ 
dium  itself,  not  in  the  program.  I  have 
listened  to  This  American  Life  in  the  car, 
in  my  kitchen,  on  my  bed,  while  washing 
dishes,  while  sorting  laundry,  while  do¬ 
ing  homework,  with  the  stories  buzzing 


else’s  bizarre,  normal  American  lives  as  you 
go  about  your  own.  The  television  show 
asks  you  to  sit  down,  to  watch  and  to  be 


FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD  JOE  (RIGHT)  HAS  GIVEN  UP  HIS  QUEST  FOR  LOVE— HIS  FRIENDS  THINK  HE  IS  CRAZY. 


around  me.  The  way  the  radio  show  fits 
into  your  everyday  life  perhaps  even  adds 
to  its  relevance,  like  listening  to  everyone 


SEDUCTIVELY  NERDY  MR.  IRA  GLASS  NOW  REVEALS  HIS  VISAGE  IN  ADDITION  TO  HIS  VOICE. 


commanded,  not  only  by  hearing  but  also 
with  visuals.  . It  is  harder  for  this  medium 
to  fit  seamlessly  into  your  life.  If  you  are 
into  the  kind  of  French  films  where  people 
wander  through  wheat  fields  running  their 

hands  along 
the  tops  of 
stalks  and 
saying  things 
that  are  kind 
of  dumb,  yet 
very  pro¬ 
found,  This 
American  Life 
is  for  you.  If 
you  are  into 
documentary 
work  that  is 
not  neces¬ 
sarily  about 
the  most  mo¬ 
mentous  of 
gworld  events, 
^but  instead 
fabout  indi¬ 
vidual  people 
and  feelings, 

This  American  Life  is  for  you.  If  you  are  into 
people,  TAL  is  for  you.  The  television  show 
combines  traditional  documentary  work 


(minus,  thank  goodness,  the  shaky  camera 
work)  with  more  stylistic  ideas,  gorgeous 
and  colorful  cinematography,  anima¬ 
tion  mixed  with 
live  action  for  an 
adult’s  memory  of 
childhood,  shots 
of  the  sky  and  of 
the  world  around 
the  subjects  and 
atmospheric  mu¬ 
sic  lending  itself 
to  a  score  feeling 
instead  of  just 
a  segue  for  the 
breaks  in  narra¬ 
tion.  This  is  a  Ac¬ 
tive  reality,  real 
people  existing 
°in  a  dream  world 

CC 

’where  Ira  Glass 
sits  at  a  desk  in  a 
field  of  sunflow¬ 
ers,  farmers  rein¬ 
carnate  prize  bulls  and  fourteen-year-olds 
refuse  to  believe  in  love — or  sex.  But  it  is 
not  just  a  surreal  picture  on  a  screen,  it  is 
horribly  real.  In  the  last  act  of  the  second 
episode  (“My  Way,”  on  “the  benefits  and 
costs  of  stubbornness”),  a  photojournal¬ 
ist  grapples  with  a  situation  in  which  he 
stood  around  and  took  pictures  while  a 
woman  was  pulled  out  to  sea  by  a  storm. 
The  segment  is  structured  in  close-ups 
of  his  face,  the  pictures  he  took  and  slow, 
smooth  shots  of  a  large  rostrum  camera. 
This  is  the  kind  of  segment  done  best  on 
television,  where  the  simple  fact  of  the 
pictures  is  evident.  We  see  the  woman 
washed  out  by  a  wave  and  the  wrinkles 
on  the  photographer’s  face.  The  simple 
quandary  of  this  situation  is  as  universal 
as  it  is  specific.  Flow  does  one  watch 
someone  else’s  suffering  and  not  suffer 
themselves?  How  does  one  perceive  his  or 
her  own  reality?  In  the  midst  of  the  sillier 
questions,  the  stories  about  bands  duped 
by  fake  crowds  and  politicians  who  never 
lie.  This  American  Life  catches  you  in  the 
gut.  The  move  from  Marconi  to  Nielsen 
never  looked,  or  hurt,  so  good. 

This  American  Life  is  aired  Thursdays 
at  10:30  p.m.  on  Showtime.  You  can  watch 
the  first  episode  online  at  thislife.org. 
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Prom:  The  Sequel.  Now  with  More  Pearls. 


By  Elise  Cevetello,  II 

CONTRIBUTING  Writer 

As  spring  lies  just  around  the  corner, 
one  event  looms  large  over  the  minds 
of  Boston  Latin  School  upperclassmen: 
prom.  With  a  little  over  a  month  to  go 
before  this  special  occasion,  the  panic 
is  setting  in  as  students  rush  to  find  the 
perfect  dress,  never  mind  finding  shoes,  a 
bag,  accessories,  a  hair  style  and,  of  course, 
a  date.  Although  I  cannot  help  you  find 
that  special  someone,  I  can  help  you  find 
that  special  something  to  wear. 

According  to  today’s  most  respected 
designers  and  fashion  critics,  metallic 
is  popular  on  the  color  palette  for  most 
collections  this  spring.  A  shade  of  gold  or 
silver  will  definitely  bring  out  your  inner 
goddess.  For  a  fresh,  subdued  look  you 
could  try  white,  which  has  been  embraced 
by  fashion  this  season.  Also  in  vogue  are 
colors  such  as  pink,  which  present  a  soft, 
feminine  alternative.  On  the  other  hand, 
you  could  always  fall  back  on  the  classic 
Audrey  Hepburn-style  slimming  black 
dress,  accompanied  by  oversized  pearls. 

Finding  the  right  cut  in  a  dress  is  a 
problem  that  plagues  most  females,  regard¬ 


less  of  their  body  type.  Fortunately,  there 
is  a  vast  array  of 
styles  from  which 
to  choose.  One 
universal  favorite 
is  the  empire  waist, 
which  creates  the 
illusion  of  a  longer 
figure  and  a  flat¬ 
ter  stomach.  For 
people  with  more 
prominent  hips, 
try  a  princess-cut 
gown,  which  will 
bring  focus  to  a 
slender  waist.  Fi¬ 
nally,  an  A-line  cut 
will  create  a  per¬ 
ception  of  greater 
height  for  those 
with  a  petite  body 
type. 

Embellish¬ 
ments  such  as 
beads,  accordion- 

style  pleats,  ruffles  PROM  jUSX  don't  bring 
and  tiered  or  sheer 

layers  are  something  to  look  for.  If  you  se¬ 
lect  a  plainer  style  or  simpler  cut,  however, 


make  good  use  of  accessories  to  make  the 
outfit  unique,  but  be 
careful  not  to  overdo 
it.  For  instance,  if 
you  are  thinking  of 
wearing  an  oversized 
pearl  necklace,  con¬ 
sider  pairing  it  with 
studs.  When  it  comes 
to  shoes,  sexy  sti¬ 
lettos  are  always  in. 
If  you  are  worried 
about  towering  over 
the  crowd,  including 
your  date,  go  for  a 
kitten  heel  or  ballet 
flat  instead.  Lastly, 
keep  makeup  natural 
and  to  a  minimum; 
your  face  should  have 
some  balance.  You  do 
not  want  to  look  like 
Mimi,  which  means 
no  cake  face! 

Even  the  big- 
A  CIGARETTE  HOLDER.  gCSt  shopaholics  will 
get  frustrated  after 
the  first  five  stores,  at  which  point  trying 
on  gown  after  gown  becomes  a  headache. 


What  I  suggest  is  that  you  grab  some 
aspirin,  car  keys  and  purse,  and  start  lookr 
ing.  Cache  has  an  amazing  selection,  but 
it  is  pricy  and  has  sub-par  service.  For  less 
expensive  but  still  elegant  attire,  consider 
perusing  the  aisles  at  Jessica  McClintock, 
Filene’s  Basement  or  Macy’s.  To  avoid  the 
hassle  of  salesclerks  and  long  lines,  try  on¬ 
line  stores  such  as  bestpromdresses.com, 
promspot.com  or  talkpromdresses.com. 
Although  you  will  not  have  the  benefit 
of  trying  on  the  gown  before  purchasing 
it,  the  selection  is  always  great,  and  if  you 
follow  these  tips  before  buying  it,  you  will 
likely  find  an  amazing  outfit. 

Still,  looking  good  is  only  a  small 
part  of  this  special  evening.  Not  to  sound 
cliched,  but  all  that  matters  is  that  you 
have  fun.  Prom  only  comes  around  twice  in 
a  lifetime,  so  make  the  most  of  it.  Instead 
of  stressing  over  minute  details,  think  of 
the  bigger  picture  and  spend  time  with 
your  friends  because  in  a  couple  months 
or  a  year,  you  will  all  be  heading  down 
different  roads.  So  take  this  opportunity 
to  escape  from  the  stress  of  school  and 
enjoy  one  of  your  last  chances  to  unite 
with  the  rest  of  your  class  in  a  carefree 
environment. 


Beyond  the  Gates  Goes  Beyond  the  Hotel 


By  Diana  Kelly,  I 

Staff  Writf.r 


In  1994,  our  sixies  were  beginning  to 
experience  the  joy  of  solid  foods  and  many 
seniors  were  just  learning  how  to  read.  It 
was  also  in  this  year  that  the  Rwandan 
genocide  erupted  in  Africa.  There  are 
so  many  people  who  know  nothing  of 
the  massa¬ 
cre  that  oc- 
curred  in 
our  lifetime. 

Why,  then, 
is  it  that  ev¬ 
ery  seventh 
grader  has 
heard  at  least 
something 
about  the 
Holocaust 
in  Nazi  Ger- 
many  that 
occurred  over  60  years  ago,  but  nothing 
of  the  mass  murder  of  people  which  hap¬ 
pened  recently?  In  the  past  few  years, 
films  and  books  have  begun  to  shed  light 
onto  the  Rwandan  genocide,  such  as  the 
hit  Hotel  Rwanda.  Beyond  The  Gates  (re¬ 


leased  overseas  in  2005  as  Shooting  Dogs) 
is  another  such  movie  inspired  by  David 
Belton,  a  BBC  news  producer  who  worked 
in  Rwanda.  Unlike  Hotel  Rwanda,  which 
was  filmed  in  South  Africa  with  native 
actors,  Beyond  the  Gates  yv as  filmed  on  loca¬ 
tion  in  Kigali,  Rwanda  and  also  employed 
survivors  of  the  genocide  as  extras  and 
within  the  production  crew. 

Beyond  the 
Gates  is  set  in  Catho¬ 
lic  Ecole  Technique 
Officielle  (ETO),  a 
school  run  by  Father 
Christopher  (John 
Hurt,  V  for  Ven¬ 
detta)  and  a  young, 
inexperienced  Eng¬ 
lish  schoolteacher 
Joe  Connor  (Hugh 
Dancy,  Black  Hawk 
Down).  The  ETO 
hosts  a  Belgian  team 
of  United  Nations  peacekeepers,  who  are 
in  Rwanda  to  observe  and  maintain  the 
peace  between  two  continuously  feuding 
tribes,  the  Hutu  majority  and  the  Tutsi 
minority.  When  the  Hutu  president’s 
airplane  crashes,  the  Hutus  attack  the 


Tutsi  minority  in  an  attempt  to  rid  its 
land  of  the  “cockroach”  population.  As  a 
result,  over  2,500  Tutsi  refugees  flee  to  the 
ETO  to  seek  the  church’s  and  the  United 
Nations’  protection.  The  peacekeepers, 
however,  by  policy, 
refuse  to  protect 
the  Tutsi  from  the 
machete-wielding 
Hutu  militants  un¬ 
less  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  first.  The 
United  Nations, 
after  receiving  or¬ 
ders,  abandons  the 
inhabitants  of  the 
ETO,  leaving  them 
to  the  brutality  of 
the  Hutu  militia. 

Many  women  are  raped  and  most  who 
survive  are  infected  with  HIV.  Nearly  all 
the  refugees  are  murdered.  Those  who  are 
spared  hide  themselves  under  the  lifeless 
bodies  of  their  loved  ones  or  classmates. 

Beyond  the  Gates  chronicles  a  disturb¬ 
ing  period  in  our  society’s  history  that  has 
been  forgotten.  Eight  hundred  thousand 
Rwandans  were  systematically  murdered 
because  they  were  Tutsi,  a  “racial”  distinc¬ 


tion  made  by  the  former  Belgian  govern¬ 
ment  as  a  way  to  define  those  with  physi¬ 
cal  characteristics  more  similar  to  those 
of  Europeans.  The  United  Nations,  at  that 
time,  attempted  to  justify  its  lack  of  ac¬ 
tion  in  Rwan¬ 
da  by  calling 
the  atrocities 
“acts  of  geno¬ 
cide”  rather 
than  explic¬ 
itly  naming  it 
a  “genocide,” 
which  would 
require  its 
intervention 
according  to 
ratified  U.N. 
treaties. 

The  film  is  horrifying  in  that  it  shows 
the  brutality  of  the  murder  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  innocent  people  and  in  that 
so  few  people  knew  then,  and  still  so  few 
know  now,  what  many  allowed  to  happen. 
Audience  members  will  find  themselves 
engrossed  in  the  beauty  and  intimacy  of 
the  human  spirit  found  in  Beyond  the  Gates 
and  consequently  repulsed  by  mankind’s 
inherent  potential  for  destruction. 


Little  Q,  Big  Hot  Pot  Taste 


By  Nick  Li,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


When  you  think  of  an  American 
restaurant,  you  usually  think  of  ordering 
your  own  dish  and  eating  it  by  yourself. 
This,  however,  is  all  going  to  change  once 
you  expand  your  borders  and  try  the  Little 
Q  Hotpot  Restaurant  in  Quincy.  Little  Q, 
a  chain  from  China,  is  a  great  place  to  get 
your  first  taste  of  a  culinary  trend  popular 
all  over  Asia. 

The  hot  pot,  which  is  like  an  Asian 
fondue,  finds  its  origins  at  the  time  of 
Genghis  Khan.  Because  he  and  his  Mon¬ 
gols  lived  a  nomadic  lifestyle  and  did  not 
settle  down  to  grow  their  own  produce, 
their  meals  usually  consisted  of  simple 
meats  cooked  in  a  simmering  pot.  They 
lived  fast-paced,  mobile  lives,  and  cook¬ 
ing  these  large  chunks  took  too  long.  The 
Mongols  found  that  it  was  faster  and  easier 
to  cook  the  meat  by  cutting  it  into  very 
thin  slices  and  putting  them  in  the  boiling 


water  to  cook  for  a  few  seconds.  The  Mon¬ 
gol  warriors  often  had  to  cling  their  meat 
tightly  with  chopsticks  out  of  fear  of  losing 
it  or  others  stealing  it.  Since  then,  the  hot 
pot  has  developed  into  a  traditional  sign 
of  family  and  unity,  as  everyone  eats  his 
or  her  share  from  a  common  pot.  Eating 
from  hot  pots,  and  their  variations,  such 
as  the  Japanese  shabu-shabu,  has  become 
extremely  popular  all  throughout  Asia,  and 
is  rapidly  spreading  to  the  West. 

At  Little  Q,  you  can  try  this  popular 
way  to  eat  food  for  yourself.  You  begin  your 
meal  by  selecting  either  one  or  two  broths, 
such  as  the  Mongolian,  black  chicken  and 
herbal  broths,  as  well  as  the  spicy  Szechuan 
broth.  Caveat  bibitor ;  the  Szechuan  broth 
is  extremely  spicy,  and  you  will  be  begging 
for  glass  after  glass  of  water  upon  sampling 
just  one  slice  of  beef  that  it  contains.  After 
selecting  your  soup,  later  brought  to  you 
in  a  large  metal  pot,  you  can  choose  from 
a  wide  variety  of  items.  Many  of  the  items 
are  meant  for  the  hot  pot,  but  Little  Q 


also  offers  several  plated  options,  including 
crispy  scallion  pancakes,  fragrant  noodles 
with  beef  and  lamb  fried  rice,  which  is 
simply  delicious. 

The  possible  combinations  of  hot 
pots  to  select  from  are  innumerable.  You 
are  given  a  checklist  of  items  to  order,  cat- 
egorized  into  vegetables,  meats,  seafood, 
noodles  and  others.  Some  examples  of  the 
wide  variety  of  vegetables  include  tender 
pea  sprouts,  slices  of  melon,  many  kinds 
of  mushrooms  and  watercress.  As  for  the 
meats,  the  fatty  lamb  slices  are  simply 
delicious  and  the  other  meats  are  quite 
tasty.  Surprisingly  soon  after  you  place 
your  order,  the  waiter  brings  out  the  food, 
because,  with  this  cuisine,  chefs  are  not 
part  out  of  the  process. 

After  you  get  your  soup  and  ingredi¬ 
ents,  it  is  time  to  start  enjoying  your  hot 
pot!  You  put  the  food  you  want  to  cook 
in  a  ladle  and  then  dip  it  into  the  hot  pot 
to  cook.  The  time  it  takes  for  your  food 
to  finish  cooking  in  the  boiling  broth 


depends  on  the  type  of  food.  There  is  a 
knob  underneath  the  table  that  allows  you 
to  control  the  temperature  of  the  pot  of 
broth,  and  you  can  turn  it  off  for  a  while 
if  the  broth  becomes  too  hot.  You  only 
need  to  cook  the  meat  slices,  which  are 
extremely  thin,  for  around  10  seconds,  or 
at  least  until  the  entire  slice  has  turned 
from  red  to  brown.  As  for  the  vegetables, 
it  is  fine  to  throw  them  in  and  forget  about 
them  for  a  while,  since  you  do  not  have  to 
worry  as  much  about  overcooking  them. 
The  broth  itself,  filled  with  herbs  and 
spices  to  give  it  a  rich  and  vibrant  flavor, 
is  simply  succulent  and  lends  a  wonderful 
flavor  to  the  items  within. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  different, 
yet  delicious  approach  to  eating  Asian 
cuisine,  Little  Q  is  highly  recommended, 
not  only  to  those  who  are  new  to  flavors 
from  the  East,  but  also  to  anyone  out  there 
just  looking  for  authentic  Asian  cuisine. 
You  will  definitely  find  yourself  going  back 
for  more. 
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Spotlight 

Katherine  Padula 


By  Talia  Clark,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


I  find  Kate  to  be  most  excited  when 
she  comes  back  from  a  competition.  It 
seems  that  the  nine  hours  of  singing  is 
all  Kate  needs  to  supply  her  friends  with 
weeks’  worth  of  amusing  stories  and  her 
self  with  a  lifetime’s  worth  of  perspective. 
When  she  returned  from  All-States  a  few 
weeks  ago,  she  enthusiastically  told  me 
about  how  much  her  experiences  changed 
her  perception  of  her  fellow  seniors  nd 
their  slothful  ways.  She  has  even  made  me 
question  my  own  senioritis  and  wonder 
how  priorities  and  passions  correlate. 

From  the  beginning,  Kate  has  had  a 
knack  for  music,  although  our  elementary 
school  music  teacher  might  suggest  oth¬ 
erwise.  In  fourth  grade,  when  Kate  first 
received  her  clarinet  to  try  out  during 
vacation,  she  was  so  excited  and  started 
to  develop  her  skills.  Reminiscing,  she 
recalled  that  “I  took  it  home  and  figured 
out  how  to  play  ‘Mary  Flad  a  Little  Lamb.’” 
But  when  she  returned  to  school  and  it  was 
time  to  show  the  teacher  what  she  could 
do,  “he  started  hysterically  cracking  up.” 
In  such  a  hurry  to  play  her  heart  out,  Kate 
had  put  the  mouthpiece  on  backwards. 
While,  understandably,  Kate  was  slightly 
embarrassed,  I  was  only  impressed.  Only 
she  could  figure  out  how  to  play  an  instru¬ 
ment  the  wrong  way. 

While  you  will  not  find  Kate  playing 
the  clarinet  anymore,  it  is  not  a  challenge 
to  find  her  singing,  either  in  our  school’s 
beloved  Wolfettes,  Show  Choir,  Concert 
Choir,  Senior  District  Choir  or  All-State 
Choir,  even  in  this  year’s  school  musical 
Fame!  I  can  almost  pinpoint  the  month  in 
which  Kate’s  passions  transitioned  from 
band  to  choir.  Kate  seemed  to  have  dedi¬ 
cated  so  much  of  her  time  to  music  pro¬ 
grams,  including  Jazz  Band  at  the  Boston 
Arts  Academy  from  fifth  to  eighth  grade, 
where  she  remembers  meeting  other 
musicians  now  notable  here  at  Boston 
Latin  School,  and  at  the  Saturday  Music 
Program  at  Berklee  College  of  Music  from 
fifth  grade  to  tenth  grade.  I  can  remember 
at  the  beginning  of  our  sophomore  year 
hearing  her  break  into  a  quiet  song  and 
being  utterly  shocked  at  how  beautiful  her 
voice  sounded.  No  one  can  be  sure  when 
she  found  out  that  she  had  a  voice,  but 
whenever  it  happened,  it  changed  a  lot  for 
Kate.  Already  a  pro  at  music  theory,  Kate 
had  the  background  to  go  far  quickly,  and 
within  our  school  community,  she  did. 

In  the  beginning,  Kate  fell  in  love 
with  the  idea  of  making  a  career  in  music. 
With  age  came  wisdom  and  the  recogni¬ 
tion  that  those  in  the  music  business 
usually  end  up  sacrificing  quality  of  life 
for  their  art.  She  has  also  found  a  desire  to 
help  others,  which  she  does  not  see  fitting 
into  a  career  in  the  commercialized  music 
world.  She  says,  “music  is  fun  and  I  like  it, 
and  I’ll  always  keep  it  in  my  extracurricular 
life,  but...  it  doesn’t  seem  to  help  anyone,” 
at  least  not  in  the  way  that  her  current 
plans  will.  Kate  has  recently  found  her 
perfect  major:  developmental  anthropol¬ 
ogy,  which  will  allow  her  to  do  research  for 
humanitarian  organizations  and  help  her 
“actually  make  changes.” 


By  Rebecca  Bilodeau,  I 

Forum  Editor 


How  many  times  have  you  walked 
past  the  statue  of  George  Washington 
in  the  Public  Garden  without  even  giv¬ 
ing  it  a  glance? 

Or  the  Indian 
in  front  of 
the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts? 

How  about 
that  guy  on  a 
pole  in  front 
of  the  Pruden- 
tial  Center? 

What  if  each 
of  these  stat¬ 
ues  noticed 
you?  In  Noah 
Haidle’s  Perse¬ 
phone,  this  is 
just  what  hap¬ 
pens. 

I  was 
nervous  when 
the  first  thing 
I  saw  on  stage  was  the  playwright  apolo¬ 
gizing  for  the  absence  of  his  leading  lady. 
He  was  sorry  that  the  new  Demeter  had 
only  had  the  script  for  a  few  days  and 
would  have  it  on  stage  with  her  through¬ 
out  the  play  I  was  prepared  for  the  worst, 
but,  as  it  turned  out,  this  could  not  have 
happened  to  a  better  character. 

In  the  play,  Demeter,  the  Greek 
goddess  of  grains,  is  allowed  to  take 
physical  form  under  the  careful  hands  of 
Giuseppe,  a  sculptor  in  Renaissance  Italy. 
Five  hundred  years  later,  it  is  2007,  and 
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Emo  Statue  Spills  Soul 


Demeter  now  resides  in  Bryant  Park  in 
New  York  City.  She  sees  everything  that 
occurs  there,  from  children  playing  on  the 
carousel  to  rapes,  suicides  and  drug  deals. 
As  a  statue,  she  is  an  eternal  witness;  she 
cannot  participate  in  life,  cannot  leave 
her  carved  seat  and  can 
do  nothing  but  yell  when 
pigeons  defecate  on  her.  In 
fact,  for  the  entire  second 
act,  she  has  no  arms.  While 
the  character  describes  this 
as  a  burden,  it  did  allow  the 
actress  to  have  the  script 
on  stage  in  a  way  that  was 
not  entirely  distracting. 

For  having  only  had 
the  script  a  few  days,  Me¬ 
linda  Lopez  did  quite  well 
as  Demeter.  Whether  it 
0was  her  fault  or  Haidle’s 
that  she  waxed  whiny  at 
« times  is  up  for  discussion. 

“How  much  can  one  en- 
|dure?”  she  repeats,  prob¬ 
ably  more  times  than  was 
actually  written  in  the 
script.  She  continually  wishes  for  the 
ability  to  look  away,  while  at  the  same  time 
gushing  when  an  old  man  tips  his  hat  to 
her.  But  should  she  be  able  to  look  away? 
Someone  needs  to  be  alert,  to  see  all  the 
death  around  us.  It  is  a  bad  sign  that  a 
statue  is  the  only  witness  of  the  world. 
We  could  take  a  lesson  from  her. 

Two  rodents,  a  Florentine  mouse 
and  a  rat  who  frequents  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art,  are  the  only  ones  who  can 
hear  Demeter,  and  engage  in  conversation 
with  her.  The  mouse  who  resides  in  her 


master’s  studio  decries  the  value  of  art;  the 
only  thing  that  matters  to  him  is  finding 
food.  But  what  Demeter  finds  valuable  is 
that  art  brings  order  to  the  chaos  of  na¬ 
ture,  making  it  beautiful.  This  perspective 
is  not  surprising  coming  from  the  Greek 
goddess  of  agriculture,  whose  deified  self 
also  had  the  power  to  control  nature. 

But  Persephone  is  far  from  being  a 
humorless  critique  of  human  activity.  Ex¬ 
pletives  and  sexual  innuendo  abound,  es¬ 
pecially  in  Florence.  While  the  costumes 
and  set  of  Act  I  are  beautiful  and  period- 
appropriate,  the  language  most  certainly 
is  not.  Demeter  has  a  rivalry  with  Celia, 
the  woman  who  models  for  Giuseppe,  and 
continuously  calls  her,  in  much  harsher 
words,  “a  woman  less  than  virtuous.”  Celia 
loves  being  in  the  spotlight,  and  talking. 
Her  speeches  proclaiming  the  virtue  of 
silence  are  particularly  intriguing. 

While  the  studio  in  Florence  was 
bright  with  spring  sunshine,  the  park  in 
New  York  is  gray.  Snow  falls  at  the  opening 
of  the  second  act.  Yet  something  about 
the  setting  is  not  as  satisfying.  The  hedges 
that  surround  Demeter,  while  symbolic 
of  her  imprisonment,  are  too  short,  too 
flat,  and  prevent  any  idea  of  an  outside 
world  from  existing.  She  lives  in  New 
York  City,  the  Big  Apple,  with  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  living  there.  She 
sees  so  much,  because  there  are  so  many 
people  who  come  and  go,  and  yet  the  set 
allows  only  for  this  small  corner. 

Persephone  is  a  good  laugh,  and  prob¬ 
ably  worth  a  second  try,  now  that  the 
actress  has  had  some  time  to  work  on  it. 
At  the  absolute  least,  you’ll  never  be  able 
to  look  at  pigeons  the  same  way  again. 


Boston  Features  Future  Films 


By  Geri  Medina,  I 

Staff  Writer 


One  of  Boston’s  most  overlooked 
events  is  the  Independent  Film  Festival  of 
Boston,  also  known  simply  as  “BIFF.”  An 
annual  event  that  debuted  only  five  years 
ago,  its  success  and  high  regard  has  esca¬ 
lated  each  year,  apparent  in  the  constant 
expansion  of  the  festival’s  duration,  the 
bulk  of  staffers  and  the  quality  and  volume 
of  submissions  the  festival  receives. 

Run  entirely  by  devoted  volunteers 
and  a  network  of  administrators, 
the  festival  particularly  this  year  is 
being  held  over  the  span  of  five  days, 
and  will  take  place  at  four  different 
venues  in  Brookline,  Cambridge  and 
Somerville  (previously  there  were 
two  additional  venues  in  Boston). 

Over  70  films  will  be  played,  with 
some  films  showing  more  than  once 
and  in  more  than  one  venue.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  afterparties  with  filmmak¬ 
ers,  volunteers  and  the  community 
will  occur  on  selected  dates  of  the 
festival. 

The  film  festival  has  allowed 
local  and  international  filmmakers 
a  milestone  opportunity  to  exhibit 
their  work  and  even  personally  hold 
question-and-answer  sessions  after 
their  features  with  audience  mem¬ 
bers.  These  films,  which  include 
documentaries,  full-length  features  and 
shorts  among  others,  incorporate  many 
themes  and  techniques  often  overlooked 
by  Hollywood.  Each  year,  documentaries 
focusing  on  international,  political,  social 
or  economical  issues  are  addressed,  some 
which  took  years  to  film  and  with  very 
limited  budgets.  The  event  also  offers 
an  outlet  for  independent  drama  and 
fictional  feature's,  often  with  plots  too 
eccentric  for,  typical  blockbusters.  With 
the  freedom  and  self-guided  path  that 


the  filmmakers  are  granted,  the  festival 
showcases  films  that  can  appeal  to  an 
ethos  of  interests. 

This  year’s  films  will  include  well- 
known  actors  and  directors  such  as  Alec 
Baldwin,  Winona  Ryder,  Joey  MacIntyre 
and  Tony  Kaye  (director  of  American  His¬ 
tory  X).  Baldwin  will  appear  in  the  film 
Brooklyn  Rules,  whose  plot  intertwines  the 
Mafia,  friendship  and  the  “mean  streets” 
of  Brooklyn  during  the  1980’s  in  this 


THE  COOLIDGE,  A  SHORT  WALK  FROM  BLS,  HOSTS  SOME  FILMS. 


World  Premiere  movie.  The  cast  also  in¬ 
cludes  Freddie  Prinze.Jr.,  Scott  Caan  and 
Mena  Suvari.  Another  film,  which  caters 
to  music  lovers,  is  the  documentary  Punk’s 
Not  Dead,  which  chronicles  the  influence 
of  Punk  music  on  society,  where  its  influ¬ 
ence  is  going  and  the  bands  involved  in 
its  beginnings.  The  topics  in  the  festival’s 
international  catalogue  stretch  from  sub¬ 
jects  such  as  women  wrestlers  in  Chile  to 
a  murder  mystery  in  Greece.  A  selection 
of  films  focus  on  hum, an  relationships 


and  the  quirks  involved  in  them.  One 
series  is  comprised  entirely  of  submis¬ 
sions  by  Massachusetts  art  programs  for 
high-school  students:  Cloud  Place  Youth 
Series,  ICA  Filmmaking  Program,  Raw 
Arts  Film  Program  and  YTWCA  Youth 
Collaborative. 

With  a  great  number  of  films  and 
a  unique  assortment  of  topics,  there  will 
be  an  opportunity  for  all  to  view  works 
otherwise  not  available,  because  most  of 
these  films  are  not  shown  in  national 
jf  cinemas.  Audience  members  also  get 
M  the  chance  to  rank  the  movies,  and 
at  the  culmination  of  the  festival, 
awards  are  distributed  to  directors 
and  producers  of  the  films  based 
on  these  votes.  Paraphernalia,  like 
T-shirts,  stickers  and  bags  can  be 
purchased  at  the  venues,  and  an 
all-access  “Chrome”  pass  can  also 
be  purchased,  allowing  you  to  view 
all  the  films,  attend  all  the  afterpar¬ 
ties  and  even  avoid  lines  (the  price 
for  the  pass  is  not  all  that  cheap  at 
S180).  Another  pass,  which  costs 
$500,  includes  the  same  benefits 
as  the  Chrome  pass,  but  an  Apple 
TV  is  included  as  well.  A  cheaper 
option,  the  Blue  Card,  lets  you  view 
10  films  for  the  price  of  $80,  which 
isn’t  too  bad,  considering  each  film 
costs  $9.00. 

Do  not  be  discouraged  by  the 
end  of  April  vacation:  continue  the  fun  by 
going  to  the  Independent  Film  Festival 
of  Boston  and  watching  a  film  or  two. 
You  will  not  only  get  the  chance  to  see 
interesting  and  alternative  films,  but  you 
are  bound  to  meet  the  equally  interesting 
people  who  make  the  festival  happen  and 
perhaps  even  the  filmmakers. 

The  festival  runs  from  April  25  to 
April  30.  Information  on  venues,  times, 
schedules,  tickets,  etc.  can  be  fqund  on 
the  festival’s  website:  www.iffboston.org. 
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another  chance?”  How 
many  times  have  you 
regretted  spending  a 
ridiculous  amount  of 
money  on  an  album 
that  would  soon  mere¬ 
ly  gather  dust  in  your 
room?  This  is  certainly 
not  the  case  with  Arm¬ 
chair  Apocrypha. 

Varying  greatly 
from  his  2003  acousto- 
centric  album,  “Fiery 
Crash”  starts  off  Arm¬ 
chair  Apocrypha  by 
embracing  death  with 
gentle  melodies  on  the 
electric  guitar  and  con¬ 
fronts  the  post 
9/11  airplane 
phobia,  with 
Bird’s  alluring 
voice  singing 
the  lyrics,  “To 
save  our  lives 
we’ve  got  to 
envision  a  fi¬ 
ery  crash;  it’s 
just  a  formal¬ 
ity.”  If  you  are 

hooked  by  this  first  song,  then 
I  can  promise  you  that  the  rest 
of  the  CD  will  provide  you  with 
much  soughtrafter  aural  stimulation.  Rest 
assured,  45  minutes  later,  Bird  is  still  bang¬ 
ing  out  song  after  song  remarkably  well. 
A  song  highly  circulated  on  the  Internet, 
“Heretics,”  is  even  better  up  close  to  your 
ears  than  it  was  through  the  speakers. 
Who  can  resist  Bird  as  he  sings,  “Held 
our  breath  for  too  long  /  ‘Til  we’re  half 
sick  about  it  /  Tell  us  what  we  did  wrong 
/  And  you  can  blame  us  for  it?” 

Halfway  through  the  CD,  “Dark 


Matter”  begins 
with  his  famous 
whistling  and  the 
music  gradually 
builds  up  as  Bird 
becomes  more 
philosophical:  “Do 
you  wonder  where 
the  self  resides  / 
Is  it  in  the  head 
or  between  your 
sides  /  And  who 
would  be  the  one 
who  will  decide  / 
Its  two  locations?” 
Bird  also  offers  a 
semi-history  les¬ 
son  when  his  lazy 
voice  makes  refer 
ences  to  the  Scyth¬ 
ian  Empire  in  the 
song  of  the  same 
name  and  wonders 
how  the  present 
world  today  would 
look  to  future  his¬ 
torians:  “Their 
Halliburton  atta¬ 
che  cases  are  use¬ 
less  /While  scotch 
guard  Macintoshes  shall  be  carbonized.” 

I  could  go  on  and  on  about  how 
amazing  each  of  the  12  songs  is,  but  it  is 
much  better  for  your  sake  and  mine  that 
you  experience  them  yourself.  But  what  I 
can  guarantee  you  is  that  the  CD  will  be 
sure  to  make  you  hit  the  repeat  button 
more  than  once. 

Bird  is  the  kind  of  refreshing  talent 
that  we  need  more  of  today.  If  you  sit 
and  listen  to  the  entire  album,  it’s  easy 
to  claim  one  song  after  another  as  your 
favorite,  but  it’s  hard  to  decide  which  one 
it  actually  is.  . 


ANDREW  BIRD,  LOOKING  QUITE  I.'OISEAU 


By  Emily  Zhang,  III 

Staff  Writer 


And  it  is  not  Fall  Out  Boy.  That 
secret  is  best  left  unheard. 

No,  while  Andrew  Bird  has  been 
around  for  over  a  decade,  he  has  only 
recently  started  to  gain  recognition  at 
various  music  festivals  such  as  Bonnaroo, 
Coachella  and  SXSW.  Entering  the  music 
scene  in  1996,  this  young  musician  already 
has  six  albums  under  his  belt  and  his  most 
recent  release.  Armchair  Apocrypha,  as¬ 
sures  listeners  that  he  is  still  among  the 
best.  A  multi-instrumentalist  known  for 
his  flute-like  whistling  and  talented  violin 
skills,  Bird  has  perfected  another  release 
that  must  go  on  2007’s  top  ten  list.  With 
a  CD  like 
this,  it  is 
hard  not 
to  say 
that  Bird 
is  some 
kind  of 
genius. 

Indeed, 
listening 
to  the 
album  is 
like  tak¬ 
ing  a  deep 
breath  of 

fresh  air  after  being  cooped  up  with  2,399 
other  students  for  six  and  a  half  hours. 

Bird’s  album  debuted  at  number 
76  on  the  Billboard  200  in  the  U.S.  Usu¬ 
ally,  false  hype  will  surround  an  “up  and 
coming”  artist;  a  catchy  song  gets  around 
by  word  of  mouth  and  the  tunes  on  his 
MySpace  page  sound  promising.  How 
many  times  have  you  been  disappointed 
by  a  CD  with  11  songs,  only  to  find  two 
that  you  could  stand,  even  after  “giving  it 


The  Crossword  of  DOOm 
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Acyoss 

McGruff,  Crime  Dog. 

6.  Red  Sox  outfielder. 

8.  Spelunker’s  finds. 

High  source  of  potassium 
11.  Fusion  of  Coca-Cola  and  coffee. 

14.  Three-person  government  body. 
^jyCFairy  tale  princess  who  needs  a  hair 
cut. 

j&r Facial  feature. 

^6.  Do  it  in  the  name  of  love. 

21.  French  for  “garden.” 

27.  Optimist’s  archenemy. 

28 _ =  A  Fair  Contract. 

1  jpXAriimal  tkith  Stripe's!  ' '  ’ 

3T  Oldtfibf  the  two  Williams  sisters. 


34.  Type  of  paint. 

^SrFruit  Loops  spokesperson. 

38.  East  Asia  island  nation. 

39.  Gooey. 

40.  Capital  of  Ecuador. 

Down 

1.  Islands  off  the  coast  of  South  Amer 
ica. 

2.  Maker  of  the  first  pair  of  jeans. 

4.  George  of  the  jungle. 

5.  Bruce  Wayne  by  day, _ by  night. 

6.  Cheesey  Cheetah’s  first  name. 

7.  Vietnamese  soup. 

9.  Choir  section,  TV  show. 

'  12.  ’Til _ do  us' part. 


13.  Palm  tree  seed. 

16.  “Quality,  comfort,  and _ 

17.  “I’m  baking  muffins _ 

19.  Magic _ ball. 

22 _ Photoshop,  Reader. 

23.  Great  pyramids  of _ 


I  can!” 


24.  New  Nintendo  system. 

25.  Shade  of  green. 

26.  Modern  European  history  teacher. 

27.  Bamboo  muncher. 

29.  Cat  species. 

31.  Spanish  for  “Spanish.” 

32.  Large  French  export. 

35.  Original  red  ranger. 

36.  “Silly  rabbit,  are  for  kids!” 

37.  What  the  Beatlfes  Want  td  hold. 


Spotlight 

Norris  Duncan 


By  Alden  DiIanni-Morton,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


A  skritching  noise  behind  you,  a  soft 
chuckle  and  a  tap  on  your  shoulder:  you’ve 
been  chosen  to  take  a  peek  at  the  latest  of 
Norris  Duncan’s  doodles.  He  hasn’t  merely 
etched  little  scribbles  along  the  margin  of 
a  notebook  page  while  taking  impeccable 
notes  in  class,  mind  you;  he  has  managed 
to  transform  a  lowly  scrap  of  paper  into  a 
mini  masterpiece  of  smudgy  pencil. 

Gleaning  snatches  of  great  art  dur 
ing  otherwise  uneventful  classes  is  but 
one  of  the  many  perks  of  being  friends 
with  this  talented  young  man.  Norris  is 
always  cheerful,  with  a  quip  for  every  situ¬ 
ation  and  a  laugh  ready  for  every  joke  his 
friends  crack,  regardless  of  its  true  merit. 
He’s  also  definitively  an  individual,  com¬ 
pletely  unhampered  in  his  selfiexpression, 
whether  dressed  in  an  army  surplus  jacket 
or  his  familiar  “Trix  are  for  EVERYONE” 
hoodie. 

Flis  bold  personality  comes  through 
in  all  his  artwork,  from  the  inked  draw¬ 
ings  of  squares  and  circles  going  to  war 
to  a  multi-paneled  color  sketch  of  a  horse 
fading  into  a  tree  while  a  giant  eye  looks 
on  apprehensively.  When  questioned 
about  the  frequent  surrealism  and  heavy 
symbolism  in  most  of  his  work,  Norris 
replied  that  he  likes  to  “make  sure  it  all 
means  something.”  He’s  enjoyed  putting 
thoughts  into  visuals  since  his  beginnings 
at  Beaver  Country  Day;  he  feels,  however, 
that  he  has  truly  come  into  his  own  as 
an  artist  here  at  Boston  Latin  School. 
After  a  long  career  of  doodling  in  Latin, 
he  enrolled  in  Art  Honors  last  year  “so  I 
could  draw  in  class  and  not  get  in  trouble 
anymore,”  as  he  remarks  with  a  chuckle. 
Since  then  he’s  exploded  in  the  BLS  art 
scene. 

It’s  impossible  to  say  that  he  has  any 
one  particular  style.  He  sketches  conven¬ 
tional  still-life  images  while  wearing  shirts 
that  he’s  personalized  for  himself  with 
bold  block  lettering  and  stenciled  images. 
He’s  been  known  to  paint  as  comfortably 
on  large  pieces  of  scrap  wood  as  on  tra¬ 
ditional  paper.  It’s  as  if  the  entire  world 
is  his  canvas;  he  only  needs  something  to 
mark  it  with  in  his  hand  and  he’ll  reveal 
its  inherent  beauty  for  everyone  else  to 
behold. 

The  breadth  of  Norris’s  expertise  is 
not  limited  to  the  visual  arts,  either.  Over 
the  past  two  years  he’s  not  only  been  an 
active  member  of  AP  Art,  but  also  of  AP 
Writing.  He  is  a  competent  poet  and  adept 
story-teller,  best  known  for  his  essay-ven¬ 
detta  against  the  dangers  of  our  mortal 
enemy:  waxed  cheese  (a  piece  of  writing 
which  he  will  never  live  down).  As  with  his 
paintings  and  sketches,  Norris’s  written 
work  is  distinct;  when  given  a  stack  of 
essays,  nine  out  of  ten  times  classmates 
could  identify  Norris’s  writing,  usually 
with  a  laugh  and  some  variation  of  “Yeah, 
it’s  just  gotta  be  this  one...” 

Bold  and  beyond  definition,  Norris 
remains  one  of  the  world’s  finest  examples 
of  what  having  the  “soul  of  an  artist” 
means.  As  classmate  Amanda  Connors 
(I)  lovingly  put  it,  “Norris  is  made  of  win. 
What  else  can  you- say?”  '  . 


Page  12 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Spotlight 

Mike  Slade 


— -  Sports  - 

Softball  Rebuilds,  Aims  for  States 


By  Ben  Speicher,  I 

Staff  Whiter 


Everyone  has  no  doubt  seen  or  heard 
Michael  Slade  in  the  hallways  of  school. 
He  is  the  happily  hairy  kid  who  just  op- 
posite-shouldertapped  you,  and  then  told 
you  a  funny  joke  from  Dumb  and  Dumber. 
As  long  as  I  have  known  him,  Mike  has 
always  stood  out  in  a  crowd,  even  from  his 
days  as  a  small  sbde  when  we  first  met,  and 
I  know  he  will  continue  to  stand  out  dur 
ing  our  last  days  of  school  in  homeroom 
and  while  practicing  on  the  baseball  field. 
Whether  it’s  wearing  pajamas  to  school, 
his  really,  really  ridiculously  good-looking 
long  hair  or  his  booming  voice  echoing 
down  the  hallways,  Mike  always  finds  a 
way  to  stand  out  and  show  off  his  beaming 
personality. 

Carefree,  goofy  attitude  he  displays 
in  school  aside,  when  it  comes  to  sports, 
Mike  is  strictly  business.  Mike  has  been 
playing  varsity  hockey  for  the  Wolfpack 
since  freshman  year  during  its  peak  years; 
a  very  lofty  accomplishment  for  any  sport, 
let  alone  the  very  physical  sport  of  hockey. 
He  had  an  immediate  impact  with  his 
hard-nosed  hustle  style  of  play  that  first 
got  him  noticed,  and  it  is  no  question  that 
he  was  a  key  part  of  the  2005  State  Cham¬ 
pionship  team  during  his  sophomore  year. 
Mike  was  rewarded  again  this  year  for  his 
passionate  play  when  he  was  named  a  Dual 
County  League  All-Star. 

Despite  his  successful  career  on 
the  ice,  Mike  doesn’t  let  it  go  to  his  head. 
When  the  ice  melts,  the  skates  come  off 
and  the  cleats  slip  on.  Mike’s  athletic  tal¬ 
ents  cross  over  to  the  baseball  diamond, 
where  his  quick  bat  and  awesome  speed 
make  him  a  threat  on  the  bases  as  well 
as  one  of  the  premier  leadoff  men  in  the 
league.  On  and  off  the  field,  Mike  is  a  lead¬ 
er,  eager  to  help  out  the  younger  players 
and  give  them  tips.  He  is  also  the  guy  who 
will,  in  summer  ball,  hit  a  double  just  so  he 
can  talk  to  you  at  second  base  and  tell  you 
by  how  much  his  team  is  winning. 

Like  Happy  Gilmore,  Mike  is  a 
hockey  player  who  also  plays  golf  and 
loves  Subway  sandwiches.  Unlike  Happy 
Gilmore,  he  has  never  had  a  fight  with 
Bob  Barker  or  attempted  to  stab  anybody 
with  his  skate.  He  has,  however,  attempted 
toughening  up  for  hockey  season  by  (kids, 
don’t  try  this  at  home)  taking  balls  in  the 
chest  and  forehead  in  the  batting  cage 
near  the  golf  course.  Mike  is  a  very  ac¬ 
complished  student  athlete  and,  although 
he  does  not  play  for  school,  he  is  a  very 
talented  golfer,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best 
dodgeball  players  and  knockout  kings  I’ve 
ever  encountered  in  gym  class. 

Wherever  he  goes,  Mike  is  sure  to 
be  involved  with  athletics  in  one  form  or 
another.  On  the  weekends,  he  works  as  an 
usher  for  Boston  College  athletic  events, 
and  in  the  summer,  he  caddies  golf  for  rich 
old  men.  With  a  list  of  accomplishments  as 
long  as  his  hockey  hair  was  in  10th  grade,  it 
is  hard  to  imagine  Mike  not  succeeding  at 
everything  he  does.  Mike’s  most  admirable 
qualities  are  the  dedication,  passion  and 
enthusiasm  he  shows  in  everything  he 
does,  along  with  his  ability  to  do  it  with  a 
smile.  Knowing  Mike,  I’m  sure  that  he  will 
stand  out  wherever  he  goes  next  year. 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 


Now  that  tryouts  for  the  girls’ 
softball  team  have  ended,  it’s  time  for 
the  team  to  get  down  to  the  nitty-gritty 
and  prepare  for  the  season  ahead.  Led  by 
senior  Captains  Patsy  Foley  and  Lorraine 
McElligott,  the  team  is  looking  forward 
to  competition  in  the  always-fierce  Dual 
County  League. 

Looking  back  at  the  2005-2006 
season,  most  of  the  girls  had  been  play¬ 
ing  together  for  quite  a  few  years  on  the 
team,  working  well  together.  The  loss  of 
numerous  seniors  caused  a  few  problems 
with  many  spots  on  the  field  needing  to 
be  filled.  Though  Coach  Tim  Holland  was 
left  with  a  very  young  team,  the  players 
faired  well,  ending  with  a  record  of  5-13. 
The  girls  played  extremely  well  against 
Weston  at  Harvard  Stadium  by  throwing  a 
collective  no-hitter.  Overall,  the  Wolfpack 

Game,  Set, 


kept  many  of  its  difficult  games  low  scor 
ing  in  order  to  keep  its  DCL  opponents 
in  check. 

This. season  looks  very  different  for 
the  girls.  Coach  I  Iolland  brought  up  many 
girls  from  the  old  junior  varsity  team  in 
order  to  fill  the  void  left  by  the  graduat¬ 
ing  seniors.  The  team  will  consist  of  girls 
from  different  grades,  but,  despite  this  age 
difference,  it  will  not  tremendously  affect 
their  playing.  With  each  practice,  the  girls 
are  getting  to  kriow  each  other  and  come 
together  to  play  as  one.  In  order  to  keep 
up  with  the  DCL  competition,  “We  need 
to  have  a  strong  defense  and  we  need  to 
do  lot  more  bunting  and  smart  base-run¬ 
ning  so  we  can  keep  games  close,”  said 
McElligott.  In  addition,  the  team  needs 
some  consistent  speed  to  get  more  run¬ 
ners  on  base  around  to  score.  “We  have  a 
younger  team  this  year  so  that  shouldn’t 
be  a  problem.  Also,  when  we  do  hit,  we 
hit  well,”  commented  McElligott. 


By  constantly  working  on  and 
improving  their  defensive  and  offensive 
skills,  the  girls  have  a  chance  to  go  to 
States  this  year.  Many  of  the  opposing 
DCL  teams  have  also  lost  many  of  their 
seniors,  giving  the  girls  a  definite  chance 
to  obtain  a  spot  in  the  play-offs  if  they 
work  hard.  One  team  they  are  looking 
forward  to  is  Westford  Academy.  Last 
year’s  game  against  the  Grey  Ghosts  was 
a  high-scoring  affair.  “We  know  we  can 
play  at  the  same  level.  We’ll  just  wait  and 
see  who  will  come  out  with  the  win  this 
year,”  said  McElligott. 

The  girls  softball  team  is  trying  to 
take  advantage  of  opportunities  presented 
this  season,  such  as  many  other  teams 
losing  their  senior  players.  Each  team  is 
rebuilding  itself  and  will  definitely  see 
various  results  across  the  board.  The  girls 
are  taking  it  one  day  at  a  time  and  seeing 
what  happens  as  the  season  unfolds,  hop¬ 
ing  it  will  be  a  very  successful  one. 


Match  to  Girls'  Tennis 


By  Delia  Klim,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


If  you  ask  people  what  their 
thoughts  on  tennis  are,  they  will  immedi¬ 
ately  respond  with  the  words  “passion,” 
“integrity”  and  “determination.”  This 
years’  girls’  tennis  team  has  all  of  these 
characteristics  and  more.  Starting  off 
strong,  it  gained  a  lot  of  potential  from 
tryouts,  and  Captain  Kara  Richie  (I) 
was  pleased.  Her  co-captain,  Alicia  Wil- 
liams  (III),  commented  on  the  team’s 
ambitions  this  season:  “Our  goals  for 
this  year  are  to  do  our  best  and  win  it 
all.  We  are  one  of  the  best  teams  in  the 
league  and  we’re  here  to  show  it.” 

Being  one  of  the  top  teams  in  the 
league  is  not  going  to  be  ca'Sy.  The  girls 
admit  that  they  face  some  tough  com¬ 
petition.  The  next  two  months  are  sure 
to  be  intense  with  competitive  teams 
like  Newton  South  and  Concord-Car 
lisle  as  opponents.  The  girls  especially 
anticipate  facing  Westford  Academy, 
who  defeated  them  last  year  at  the  Dual 
County  League  Championships. 

This  year  the  girls  are  “becoming 
closer  as  a  team,”  according  to  Catarina 
Goncalves  (IV).  With  this  type  of  unity, 
the  team  will  definitely  make  it  to  the 
championships.  Although  the  team  is  one 
of  the  youngest  teams  at  Boston  Latin 


School,  with  many  freshmen  including 
Monica  Goncalves,  Bethany  Nguyen, 
Megan  Mulrooney  and  Alex  Dorgan,  this 
doesn’t  mean  that  they  are  not  going  to 
be  a  major  threat  to  all  the  other  teams 
this  season.  Everyone  on  the  squad  is  very 
optimistic  and  looking  forward  to  many 


THE  LAST  OF  THE  "-ARAS":  KARA  RICHIE  (I) 


victories. 

When  asked  what  they  looked  for 
ward  to  the  most  this  year,  Mulrooney 
responded,  “a  successful  season.”  The 
girls,  however,  are  not  just  about  matches 
and  long  workouts;  they  admit  to  look 


forward  to  the  “great  snack  foods,”  in¬ 
cluding  cookies,  chips  and  dip  and  other 
delicious  treats.  After  all,  they  have  to  get 
their  energy  from  somewhere! 

With  such  a  promising  group  of  girls 
this  year,  the  team  is  anticipating  the  DCL 
championships,  which  will  be  an  exciting 
challenge  for  them.  The  team  did  lose 
some  of  its  precious  seniors  last  year, 
but  it  is  evident  that  the  rising  stars  of 
the  younger  grades  are  here  to  fill  those 
large  shoes. 

This  season  is  not  to  be  missed, 
and  the  girls  need  as  much  support  as 
they  can  get  to  assure  their  success. 
A  lot  of  their  success  is  due  to  Coach 
Paulanne  Kennedy-Wilson,  who  has 
been  a  supportive  coach  for  nearly  20 
years.  It  is  not  an  easy  job  creating  such 
a  talented  team  that  is  able  to  make  it 
to  the  play-offs  every  year  since  2000, 
Coach  Kennedy-Wilson  knows  just 
how  to  balance  skills  and  teamwork  to 
create  a  victorious  team.  It  is  apparent 
that  the  girls  are  getting  closer  every 

_ year  and  the  whole  team  really  knows 

and  senses  it.  “Girls’  tennis  is  a  very 
close  team  and  we  have  a  great  chance 
at  winning  the  championship  this  year,” 
said  Goncalves.  It  is  this  type  of  positive 
attitude  that  will  get  these  girls  all  the  way 
to  the  championships  and  to  take  the  title 
that  they  truly  deserve. 


Boys'  Tennis  Armed  and  Ready 


By  Marshall  Caldera,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Think  about  any  big  or  important 
test  you  have  taken.  Think  about  how  hard 
you  studied  for  it,  and  all  the  hours  you 
put  in,  along  with  the  hours  of  sleep  you 
lost  to  learn  the  material.  Now  imagine 
taking  it,  getting  that  test  back  and  seeing 
a  big  30  on  the  top,  with  an  even  bigger  F 
next  to  it  and  imagine  the  disappointment 
you  would  feel.  Not  only  in  school,  but  for 
almost  anything  you  do  in  sports,  having 
a  success  rate  of  30  percent  is  unaccept¬ 
able,  unless,  of  course,  that’s  your  batting 
average  in  baseball.  Unfortunately  for 
this  particular  Boston  Latin  School  team, 
however,  they  do  not  play  baseball. 

No.  Instead,  this  group  plays  and 
practices  tennis  at  the  Sportsmen’s  Ten¬ 
nis  Club  in  Dorchester.  The  30  percent  I 
was  talking  about  was  their  record,  which 
stood  at  6  wins  and  14  losses  by  previous 
season’s  end — far,  far  away  from  the  cham¬ 
pions  of  their  division,  the  undefeated 
Concord-Carlisle  Patriots.  Indeed,  last 


season  was  a  year  that  no  team  would 
want  to  live  through.  In  fact,  their  big¬ 
gest  achievement  was  winning  one  Dual 
County  League  match  against  Westford 
Academy,  which  is  the  only  league  victory 
the  team  has  enjoyed  in  the  past  few  years, 
making  the  honor  somewhat  dubious. 

An  improvement,  however,  should 
most  definitely  come  as  every  single  player 
of  the  squad  is  returning  for  at  least  one 
more  go-round.  That  means  that  both 
Giancarlo  Graziani  (I)  and  Josh  Li  (I)  are 
be  captains  once  again,  and  at  the  helm 
for  his  second  year  will  be  Coach  Herb 
Channel,  leading  a  very  experienced  team. 
“Most  of  us,  with  the  exception  of  Patrick 
[Gibbons  (IV)],  have  been  on  the  team  for 
at  least  three  years,”  said  Kevin  Chin  (III). 
Amazingly,  they  have  such  an  experienced 
roster  that  only  two  of  their  eleven-man 
team  are  not  either  juniors  or  seniors. 

The  strong  leadership  the  captains 
provide,  along  with  the  well-seasoned 
coach,  already  has  Chin  brimming  with 
confidence.  “I  expect  us  to  have  a  win¬ 
ning  record  and  make  the  state  tourna¬ 


ment,”  he  replied  when  asked  about  how 
he  expected  them  to  do  this  upcoming 
year.  Tough  matches  against  Newton 
South,  Weston  and  others,  however, 
stand  in  their  way,  and  they  will  have  to 
work  hard  in  order  to  get  the  wins  they 
aim  for.  With  their  practices  consisting 
of  tough  drills  and  practice  matches,  the 
Wolfpack  should  be  very  competitive.  In 
addition,  to  keep  them  loose,  they  have 
Tony  Huang  (II),  whose  big  personality 
sometimes  leads  to  him  singing  or  dancing 
on  the  court. 

A  winning  team  is  essentially  a  good 
mix  of  talent,  experience  and  some  excep¬ 
tional  leadership.  Not  only  will  they  have 
all  of  this  this  season,  but  they  also  have 
Chin  and  Gibbons  (a  promising  doubles 
player)  waiting  in  the  wings  for  an  ad¬ 
ditional  two  seasons  after.  Now  they  can 
learn  from  the  likes  of  the  aforementioned 
players,  always  hopeful  to  keep  improving 
through  the  upcoming  years.  With  the 
season  already  having  begun,  the  Purple 
and  White  seem  poised  to  have  a  very 
successful  year. 


By  Paul  Brideau,  II 

Staff  Wrtikr 


“Pitching  wins  championships”  is  a  popular  adage  backed 
by  countless  years  of  baseball  history.  It  has  continually  been 
proven  by  the  many  examples  of  good  pitching  overwhelming 
good  hitting.  Yet  this  saying  has  its  time  and  place,  neither  of 
which  are  the  American  League  East  in  200~.  For  the  past  sev¬ 
eral  years,  there  have  been  only  two  competitive  teams  in  the 
AL  East,  the  New  York  Yankees  and  Boston  Red  Sox,  each  with 
lineups  that  struck  fear  into  the  hearts  of  the  most  experienced 
pitchers.  The  2007  season,  however,  is  introducing  a  revamped 
division  in  which  each  of  the  five  teams  has  the  ability  to  score 
over  850  runs,  with  the  Yankees  having  even  the  ability  to  surpass 
1000.  The  AL  East  is,  now  more  than  ever,  a  division  in  which 
you  need  a  powerful  offensive  unit  to  survive. 

A  team's  overall  earned  run  average  (ERA)  in  our  divi¬ 
sion  is  miniscule  in  importance  when  compared  to  a  team’s  run 
production.  An  example  of  this  can  be  seen  in  the  2005  season 
in  which  the  Yankees  and  Red  Sox  finished  first  and  second, 
respectively,  for  the  eighth  season  in  a  row.  Boston  may  have 
finished  above  division  rivals  Baltimore  and  Toronto  in  the 
standings  but  not  in  team  ERA.  The  Orioles  and  Blue  Jays  both 
finished  higher  in  overall  ERA  by  a  combined  0.40,  a  substantial 
margin,  but  each  was  lacking  in  offense.  The  average  run  produc¬ 
tion  between  these  two  teams  was  752,  while  the  Red  Sox  and 
Yankees  averaged  898  runs.  Fighting  fire  with  fire  is  a  necessity 
for  all  the  teams  of  the  AL  East,  as  it  is  a  given  fact  that  every 
team’s  pitching  staff  will  be  hit  hard  countless  times  throughout 
the  season;  if  the  Red  Sox  cannot  compete  in  a  pure  offensive 
battle,  then  they  will  relive  yet  another  2006. 

Last  year  marked  the  first  finish  lower  than  second 
this  decade  for  the  Red  Sox.  In  order  to  establish  why  the  Red 
Sox  missed  the  post-season,  we  must  look  at  the  reason  for  the 
team’s  success  during  the  past  few  seasons.  In  2003,  the  Red  Sox 
nearly  made  it  to  the  World  Series,  losing  in  the  seventh  game 
of  the  American  League  Championship  Series.  This  team  led 
all  of  baseball  in  every  major  offensive  category  while  posting  a 
historic  slugging  percentage,  yet  the  team  finished  the  year  just 
17th  in  the  MLB  for  ERA,  far  from  extraordinary. 

During  the  championship  season  of  2004,  the  Red  Sox 
scored  21.8  percent  more  runs  than  the  league  average  (949  to 
779),  but  allowed  only  1.5  percent  fewer  runs  in  the  pitching 
spectra  (768  to  779).  Comparing  this  2004  season  to  last  year, 
the  worst  offensive  season  in  a  decade,  we  find  that  our  pitch¬ 
ing  actually  improved,  allowing  4.8  percent  fewer  runs  than  the 
league  average.  This  leads  us  to  the  batting  in  which  the  Red 
Sox  plummeted  from  scoring  21.8  percent  more  runs  than  the 
league  average  in  2004  to  only  four  percent  more  in  2006.  To 
continue  a  step  further  in  examining  last  year,  the  Sox  spent 
the  duration  of  the  first  half  of  the  season  either  tied  with  the 
Yankees  or  leading  the  division.  During  this  time  the  team  was 
third  in  the  MLB  in  run  production,  but  during  the  second  half 
the  Red  Sox  fell  to  22nd,  leading  them  to  finish  a  whopping  11 
games  back  of  the  division  lead.  These  are  obvious  indications 
that  batting  has  been  the  backbone  of  the  Red  Sox  and,  without 
it,  failure  is  likely. 

This  division  demands  strong  offensive  teams  and  if  the 
Red  Sox  do  not  improve  in  this  category  this  upcoming  season 
they  will  undoubtedly  fall  short  in  making  the  post-season  again, 
whether  or  not  our  precious  Daisuke  Matsuzaka  wins  20  games. 
General  ManagerTheo  Epstein  improved  his  offense  in  the  off¬ 
season  by  replacing  Alex  Gonzalez  with  offensive  upgrade  Julio 
Lugo  and  Trot  Nixon  with  an  All-Star  caliber  right  fielder,  J.D. 
Drew.  The  fact  that  these  acquisitions  produce  decent  offensive 
numbers  is  crucial  to  a  Red  Sox  return  to  the  post-season.  Even 
though  it  is  helpful  that  our  pitching  rotation  is  constructed  for 
playoff  baseball,  if  the  Boston  offense  does  not  greatly  improve 
over  a  lagging  2006,  including  a  .259  average  with  runners  in 
scoring  position  and  a  .269  overall  average,  the  playoffs  will  not 
even  be  an  option. 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Staff  VVritfr 

“Pitching  wins  championships.”  Most  baseball  fans  are 
aware  of  this  saying,  but  how  true  is  it  exactly?  Well,  Red  Sox 
fans  will  soon  discover  the  answer  to  that  all-important  ques¬ 
tion.  As  the  regular  season  begins,  Red  Sox  Nation  is  once  again 
talking  itself  into  liking  the  2007  Boston  Red  Sox.  “Daisuke 
is  awesome!”  “We  have  a  new  bullpen!”  “Beckett  will  bounce 
back!”  I  feel  that  the  further  we  go  along,  the  more  Bostonians 
pick  the  Sox  to  win  the  World  Series.  Honestly — we  all  need  to 
settle  down  right  now.  I  am  not  being  a  “naysayer”  or  a  cynic; 
I  am  merely  bringing  my  fellow  Sox  fans  back  down  to  planet 
Earth.  If  the  Sox  are  to  make  some  noise  in  October  this  year, 
it  will  most  definitely  start  with  the  pitching.  This  pitching, 
however,  carries  with  it  some  serious  questions: 

1)  Can  our  twilight  pitchers  (Curt  Schilling  and  Tim 
Wakefield)  still  be  effective? 

Although  I  think  Schilling  and  Wakefield  have  passed 
the  test  of  time  thus  far,  both  are  now  into  their  40s  and  show¬ 
ing  signs  of  slowing  down.  Schilling  showed  in  his  first  start  that 
his  change-up  might  not  have  been  the  pitch  to  focus  on  during 
his  spring —  it  should  have  been  his  fastball.  Not  only  was  it  not 
surpassing  91  at  any  point  during  the  Kansas  City  Royals’  open¬ 
ing  day  7-1  onslaught,  but  it  was  also  incredibly  hard  to  locate. 
His  splitters  were  also  hanging  over  the  plate  worse  than  Derek 
Jeter’s  left  elbow.  Does  that  sound  like  an  "ace”  to  you? 

“Timmy  Knucks”  is  the  most  underappreciated  and 
versatile  Red  Sox  pitcher  of  the  last  decade.  I  do  not  think  the 
Sox  need  Wake  to  win  a  specific  amount  of  games;  rather,  they 
need  him  to  eat  up  innings  and  stay  healthy  (I  think  he  will  do 
that).  But  how  much  longer  will  that  knuckle  ball  be  able  to 
dance? 

2)  Can  the  unproven  commodities  (Josh  Beckett  and 
Daisuke  Matsuzaka)  live  up  to  the  expectations/expense? 

This  is  the  one  area  where  I  think  the  Sox  will  success¬ 
fully  answer  that  question.  “Dice-K”  has  absorbed  some  lumps 
from  the  media  this  spring  training,  but  has  shown  signs  of  pure 
dominance.  Batters  facing  his  sinister  change-up  have  been 
flailing  at  it  miserably.  They  looked  almost  as  out  of  place  in 
the  batter’s  box  as  Matsuzaka  strolling  down  Yawkey  Way  with 
blonde  highlights  and  a  fur  jacket.  This  guy  has  the  potential 
to  be  a  work  horse  and  must  be  in  order  for  the  Sox  to  have 
a  chance  in  ‘07.  Beckett,  on  the  other  hand,  has  experienced 
success  in  the  MLB  (he  was  the  2003  World  Series  MVP)  but 
struggled  in  his  first  year  in  Boston.  He  has  the  talent  to  du¬ 
plicate  past  success,  but  often  suffers  control  problems  in  tight 
situations.  If  he  can  work  with  new  pitching  coach  John  Farrell 
on  strengthening  his  mechanics  and  locating  his  fastball,  he 
could  have  an  All-Star  caliber  year. 

3)  Can  the  patchwork  bullpen  hold  the  lead  before  get¬ 
ting  to  Jonathan  Papelbon? 

With  the  announcement  of  Papelbon’s  return  to  the 
closer  role,  the  ninth  innings  will  be  a  little  bit  easier  to  handle. 
The  rest  of  the  bullpen,  however,  is  seriously  flawed.  Not  one 
other  member  (minus  Brendan  Donnelly  who  has  been  solid  for 
the  Angels  the  last  five  years)  combines  good  health  with  good 
talent.  Mike  Timlin  has  started  the  year  on  the  disabled  list,  J.C. 
Romero  struggled  last  year  posting  an  ERA  of  6.70,  Joel  Piniero 
was  ousted  from  Seattle’s  starting  rotation  and  Hideki  Okajima’s 
MLB  career  didn’t  get  off  to  such  a  great  start  (he  gave  up  a  home 
run  on  his  very  first  MLB  pitch).  Are  you  confident  yet? 

So,  as  the  Sox  begin  the  2007  season,  the  pitching  staff 
has  many  more  holes  to  fill  than  the  lineup.  Since  2003,  the  Sox 
have  continued  to  produce  one  of  the  best  lineups  in  the  league 
and  2007  should  be  no  exception.  Manny  is  going  to  be  Manny. 
Papi  will  go  deep  at  least  30  times.  The  Greek  God  of  Walks, 
Kevin  Youkilis,  is  going  to,  well,  walk.  Basically,  in  order  for  the 
Sox  to  be  playing  late  into  October,  these  three  questions  need 
answers  of  yes.  If  not,  Mr.  Clemens  may  be  getting  a  visit  from 
Theo  and  Co.  very  soon. 
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What  team  aspect  will  be  more  crucial  to  the  chances  of  a 
World  Series  title  for  the  Boston  Red  Sox  in  2007? 
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Spotlight 

Meghan  Walsh 


By  Siobhan  Heneghan,  I 

CONTRim  TIM,  WrI  I  KK 


Meghan  Walsh  has  been  dominating 
the  Boston  area  for  a  whopping  18  years 
now.  Since  I  have  known  her  for  about  14 
of  those  years,  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
she  has  been  a  presence  that  is  unmatched 
by  any  other  in  my  day-to-day  life.  Meghan 
is,  and  has  always  been,  extremely  outgo¬ 
ing  and  confident,  winning  many  lip-sync¬ 
ing  contests  back  in  the  day  (she  makes  a 
gorgeousjudy  Garland),  which  has  helped 
to  mold  her  into  an  extraordinary  young 
woman.  What  doesn’t  this  crazy  broad 
do,  you  ask?  Not  much,  says  the  general 
consensus  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  and  . 
Dorchester  community. 

I  got  to  experience  Meg’s  athletic 
prowess  first  hand  on  the  soccer  field 
when  we  played  together  about  six  years 
ago  in  the  All  Dorchester  Soccer  League 
(reppin’  St.  Ann’s,  whaddap)  along  with 
RBI  and  later  St.  Brendan’s  CYO  softball. 
Meghan  excels  at  every  sport  she  plays, 
her  forte  being  basketball.  Meg  has  been 
on  the  Boston  Latin  basketball  team  since 
ninth  grade,  making  captain  in  the  tenth. 
Naturally,  she  worked  extremely  hard, 
made  varsi  ty  junior  year  and  was  rightfully 
bestowed  the  honor  of  captain  this  year. 
Outside  of  school,  Meghan  continued  her 
basketball  claim  to  fame  by  becoming  a 
Dual  County  League  All-Star  this  year.  In 
addition,  she  gives  back  to  her  community 
(D-BLOCK!)  through  coaching  middle 
school  kids  in  the  St.  Ann’s  CYO  league. 
Meghan  has  tried  her  hand  at  many  off¬ 
season  sports,  from  varsity  sailing  in  ninth 
grade  to  varsity  softball  this  year  (and 
what  a  cannon  of  a  throwing  arm  Latin 
School  has  acquired!). 

Being  the  very  versatile  woman 
that  she  is,  Meghan  is  not  just  a  jock,  but 
also  a  drama  geek!  The  self-proclaimed 
“last  member  of  the  original  drama  club” 
has  been  a  very  important  asset  since  the 
eighth  grade  and  has  been  to  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  High  School  Drama  Guild  com¬ 
petition  four  times  during  her  high  school 
career,  with  two  of  those  plays  making  it 
to  semi-finals  and  even  finals. 

Whether  Meghan  is  offstage  or  off 
the  court,  you  can  usually  follow  the  sound 
of  her  laugh  and  find  her  in  the  guidance 
office,  where  she  volunteers,  or  find  her 
shooting  the  breeze  with  some  of  her 
favorites,  Mr.  John  McDonough  and  Mr. 
Michael  Giordano.  You  might  find  her  in 
an  Amnesty  International  meeting  after 
school,  where  she  discovered  her  passion 
for  human  rights  issues  last  year.  Meghan 
hopes  to  continue  studying  her  passion 
when  she  attends  Catholic  University  in 
the  fall  (congratulations,  Meg!);  Catholic 
will  be  proud  to  receive  this  gem.  Meghan 
is  not  only  an  amazing  student  and  ath¬ 
lete,  but  she  is  also  an  awesome  friend. 
Personally,  I  think  she  would  make  a  great 
partner  in  crime,  but  for  the  faint  of  heart 
she  always  has  a  shoulder  ready  and  a  posi¬ 
tive  attitude.  Plus,  the  gal  is  a  hoot,  and 
when  around  her,  you  can’t  help  but  be  in  a 
better  mood,  have  lots  of  fun  and  produce 
inside  jokes  galore.  “Yay  Meghan!” 
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Baseball  Gears  Up  for  New  Season 


By  Eduardo  Braziliano,  I 

Special  Guest  Correspondent 


With  April  comes  a  fresh,  new 
season  for  the  Wolfpack  baseball  team. 
Hoping  to  build  upon  the  success  from 
last  year’s  team,  it  expects  nothing  less 
than  a  successful  season  that  culminates 
in  a  return  to  the  state  tournament.  The 
team  has  some  experience  this  year  with  12 
returning  players,  but  replacing  the  talent 
of  last  year’s  seniors  will  be  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  do.  The  solution  to 
this  problem  is  simple  though.  “Do  work, 
son!”  is  how  Captain  Eamonn  Burke  (I) 
plans  to  compensate  for  the  offensive  fire¬ 
power  and  lights-out  pitching  last  year’s 
graduating  class  took  with  them. 

The  team’s  greatest  strength  will 
be  the  versatility  of  all  its  players.  Every 
player  on  the  team  has  the  talent  to  play 


By  Amy  Zeng,  I 

Copy  Editing  Associate 


The  pressure  is  on!  The  Boston  Lat¬ 
in  School  boys’  volleyball  team  must  start 
hustling  in  order  to  measure  up  to  the 
stellar  performances  of  the  teams  from 
previous  years.  Last  season,  the  Wolfpack 
had  a  clean  sweep,  going  10-0  in  the  Dual 
County  League  (13-3  overall),  and  in  this 
upcoming  year  they  are  expected  to  take 
the  title  once  again. 

With  the  departure  of  All-Scho¬ 
lastic  Setter  and  DCL  MVP  Gordon 
Hoang  (’06),  league  All-Star  Philip  Chan 
(’06)  and  much  of  the  team’s  height,  the 
challenge  of  rebuilding  emerges.  This 
year’s  group  consists  of  returning  varsity 
veterans  and  league  All-Stars,  Captain 
Alan  Mui  (I)  and  Sean  Rabe  (I),  along 
with  fellow  seniors  Jeff  Chan,  Samson 
Luu,  Phil  Yu  and  Steven  Lo.  Although 
the  rest  of  the  team  is  composed  of  junior 
varsity  members  with  just  one  season  of 
experience,  Captain  Mui  does  not  seem 
to  be  worried.  “Last  year,  half  the  starters 
were  seniors  and  the  other  half  were  un- 

Patriots 


By  Robert  Keough,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Although  it  is  the  offseason  for  the 
Patriots,  it’s  very  likely  that  you  have 
heard  a  lot  about  them.  No,  I  am  not  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  Tom  Brady  love  life  saga  or 
Peyton  Manning  saying  he  would  beat  the 
Pats  again  next  year  when  he  made  a  re¬ 
cent  appearance  on  Saturday  Night  Live.  I 
am  instead  referring  to  the  huge  spending 
spree  that  the  organization  has  embarked 
on  so  far,  which  has  resulted  in  many  new 
free  agents  joining  the  Patriots. 

You  should  keep  in  mind  that  these 
are  the  same  Patriots  who  were  unwill¬ 
ing  to  spend  a  good  chunk  of  money  last 
offseason  to  keep  valuable  players  David 
Givens,  Deion  Branch  and  Adam  Vinat- 
ieri.  The  Pats  were  labeled  as  a  team  that 
could  find  serviceable  mid-level  players  to 
replace  any  key  players  lost  to  teams  more 
willing  to  spend  money  in  free  agency.  The 
Patriots  organization  has  made  a  complete 
180  degree  turn  this  offseason,  replicating 
George  Steinbrenner’s  aggressive  ap¬ 
proach  to  fix  the  weaknesses  that  plagued 
last  year’s  team.  It  has  helped  that  the  Pats 
were  well  under  the  salary  cap  heading 
into  the  2007  offseason,  allowing  them 
room  to  make  deals  that  would  help  lure 
prospective  free  agents  to  Loxboro.  Let  us 
take  a  look  at  these  acquisitions. 

On  defense,  the  Patriots  signed  29- 


every  position  and  bat  anywhere  in  the 
order.  The  only  doubt  this  year  will  be  the 
pitching,  which  was  almost  entirely  taken 
care  of  by  last  year’s  seniors. 

One  of  the  main  guys  Coach  Curly 
Peterson  will  be  relying  on  to  step  up  and 
fill  the  pitching  void  will  be  Alex  “Heat” 
Lischer  (II).  Lischer  says  that  "I  don’t  lift 
a  lot,  but  I’m  really,  really  strong.”  His 
strength  can  be  attributed,  at  least  in 
part,  to  second  baseman,  pitcher,  team 
dietician  and  stylist,  Mike  “The  Waf- 
fler”  McGlaughlin  (III),  who  has  placed 
the  team  on  a  steady  diet  of  waffles  and 
sunflower  seeds.  Lischer,  who  has  been 
working  very  hard  on  all  aspects  of  his 
game  this  offseason,  hopes  that  it  will  pay 
off  in  the  form  of  a  breakout  junior  year 
in  which  his  red  hair  and  his  name  burn 
in  the  memory  of  DCL  foes. 

Experimenting  with  a  new  strategy, 


the  Pack  hopes  to  gain  a  mental  edge  over 
its  opponents  this  year.  Along  with  the 
confidence  that  comes  with  experience 
and  talent,  it  also  has  one  of  the  most 
feared  players  in  the  state,  in  the  form 
of  Ben  “Spike,”  or  “Spider,”  Speicher  (I). 
Whether  it  is  batting,  pitching,  chasing 
down  a  runner  or  simply  shaking  hands 
after  the  game,  a  look,  growl,  stare  or  even 
a  simple  smile  from  him  can  instantly  send 
a  team  into  shock  and  confusion. 

Another  key  part  of  the  team  will  be 
knucklehead  Captain  Burke,  returning  to 
his  spot  behind  the  plate.  Looking  to  take 
vengeance  on  the  DCL  after  an  untimely 
injury  abruptly  ended  his  season  last  year, 
this  dinosaur  is  hungry  for  payback  as  well 
as  a  DCL  title.  Possibly  the  strongest  kid 
in  the  DCL,  he  will  achieve  this  with  his 
powerful  bat  and  cannon  arm.  He  may 
even  be  called  upon  to  pitch  a  few  innings 


where  he  will  get  to  show  off  his  90-mph 
fastball,  Gagne-esque  change-up  and  un¬ 
predictable  knuckleball. 

The  team  looks  to  and  should  do 
very  well  this  year,  if  its  players  step  up 
and  remain  healthy.  There  is  plenty  of 
talent  on  this  team  and  their  potential  is 
boundless.  The  team  is  ripe  with  young 
talent  from  top  to  bottom,  varsity  to 
junior  varsity.  The  depth  of  the  team  has 
Coach  Peterson  foaming  at  the  mouth 
when  he  exclaims,  “We’ve  got  a  bunch  of 
great  pitchers  brewing  in  our  system,  the 
kind  that  you  know  are  going, to  be  classic 
leaders.  Keeping  around  quality  pitchers 
like  Sam  Adams  (IV)  is  always  a  good  deci¬ 
sion.”  With  that  said,  the  team  is  in  no  way 
still  rebuilding  from  last  year  and  is  ready 
to  kick  some  shell  in  the  DCL.  The  players 
are  ready,  the  team  chemistry  is  there  and 
all  they  have  to  do  now  is,  “Play  ball!” 


'  Volleyball  Looks  to  Repeat 


derclassmen  stepping  up  to  fill  roles.  I’m 
sure  the  underclassmen  this  year  will  step 
up  just  like  we  did,”  he  said.  Sophomores 
Doug  Goon  and  Sonny  Phan  have  already 
made  it  evi¬ 
dent  through 
their  perfor¬ 
mances  during  >  ■  >  ■  ■ 

practices  that 
they  intend 
to  live  up  to 
Captain  Mui’s 
expectations. 

Boston 
Latin  played 
North  Quincy 
High,  a  con¬ 
sistently  com¬ 
petitive  team 
in  the  past, 
on  March  29. 

The  Pack, 
however,  easily  swept  the  Red  Raiders, 
winning  with  a  score  of  3-0.  Though  the 
team  took  the  game,  there  did  seem  to  be 
some  shaky  spots  between  team  members 
concerning  reception  and  communica- 


A  REAL  MANS'  SPORT:  BLS  VOLLEYBALL  HOPES  TO  REPEAT. 


tion.  The  errors,  however,  were  more 
likely  due  to  early  season  jitters  than  lack 
of  skill.  Despite  the  mistakes  that  were 
made,  the  boys  were  able  to  defeat  their 
competitors  with 
onsistent  and 
strategic  place¬ 
ment  of  the  ball 
by  outside  hitter 
Captain  Mui 
and  aggressive 
serving  by  mid¬ 
dle  Rabe. 

With  new 
seasons  come 
new  strategies. 
In  recent  years, 
the  boys’  vol¬ 
leyball  team 
|has  been  on 
<the  short  side 
when  compared 
to  other  teams  and  has  therefore  usually 
put  its  emphasis  on  a  strong  defense.  The 
team  will  be  taking  a  slightly  different 
approach  this  season.  Offensive  Coach 
Cuong  Tran  explains,  “Because  of  our 


height,  we’ve  always  had  to  rely  on  our 
defense  but  up  to  a  certain  point,  we 
cannot  go  to  the  next  level  if  we’re  just 
playing  defense.  So  I  want  to  instill  a 
more  offensive  mentality  this  year.”  Only 
time  will  tell  how  far  this  decision  will 
bring  the  Wolfpack,  but  considering  that 
volleyball  is  a  heavily  offensive  sport,  it 
shouldn’t  return  anything  but  beneficial 
results. 

The  team  is  hopeful  and  seems  near 
certain  that  another  DCL  title  is  within 
reach.  When  asked  about  the  possibility 
of  a  2007  DCL  Championship,  Coach 
Huy  Pham  answered  simply,  “If  they 
work  hard,  they’ll  get  one.”  The  team, 
though,  will  have  ample  competition 
from  league  rivals  Westford  Academy 
and  Lincoln-Sudbury.  DCL  aside,  setter 
Luu  has  hopes  that  the  team  will  make 
it  to  the  division  playoffs  again  and  have 
the  chance  to  face  Methuen,  who  beat 
Boston  Latin  by  a  score  of  3-1  last  year 
in  the  semi-finals.  Yet  before  the  boys 
snatch  another  season  victory,  they  would 
like  to  know,  “Where’s  our  banner  from 
last  season?” 


Ink  Thomas,  Open  Checkbook 


year-old  linebacker  Adalius  Thomas  to  a 
five-year  deal  worth  about  $35  million. 
This  is  the  biggest  signing  for  the  Pats, 
as  he  was  targeted  first  and  foremost  this 
offseason.  Thomas  is  seen  as  a  Belichick 
kind  of  player,  a 
guy  who  can  play 
multiple  positions 
and  learn  the  de¬ 
fensive  system 
quickly  and  ef¬ 
fectively.  In  fact, 

Thomas  is  known 
around  the  league 
as  “Slash”  because 
he  can  play  these 
numerous  posi¬ 
tions.  To  his  for¬ 
mer  teammates 
in  Baltimore,  he 
went  by  the  nick¬ 
name  “The  Coor 
dinator”  because 
he  knew  their 
defensive  scheme 
so  well.  At  270 
pounds,  Thomas 
can  play  physical 
up  front  at  defen¬ 
sive  end,  but  he 
is  also  very  swift  and  can  stay  back  in 
coverage  at  his  normal  position,  outside 
linebacker.  This  signing  significantly 
strengthens  the  Pats  defense,  and  could 


potentially  lead  them  to  having  one  of  the 
best  linebacker  corps  next  season,  already 
including  Rosevelt  Colvin,  Mike  Vrabel 
and  Tedy  Bruschi. 

On  offense,  the  Pats  spent  a  lot 
of  money  in 
order  to  pro¬ 
vide  better 
receiving  op¬ 
tions  for  quar- 
terback  Tom 
Brady.  They 
inked  12-year 
veteran  Kyle 
Brady,  a  solid 
blocking  tight 
end.  Brady  will 
certainly  pla¬ 
toon  with  Ben 
Watson  in  the 
two  tight  end 
formations 
that  the  Pats 
used  more  of¬ 
ten  in  2006. 
Though  he  pri¬ 
marily  blocks 
now,  Brady  can 
still  catch  the 
ball  and  will 
certainly  try  to  plug  the  hole  left  by  the 
departed  Daniel  Graham  to  Denver.  In 
the  receiver  spots,  the  Pats  have  signed 
their  former  Dolphin  nemesis,  Wes 


Welker  (think  of  Welker  as  a  younger  and 
more  agile  version  ofTroy  Brown).  He  will 
probably  man  the  slot  receiver  position, 
and  be  both  the  punt  and  kickoff  returner. 
Also,  the  Pats  signed  Donte’  Stallworth, 
yet  another  key  acquisition.  He  gives  New 
England  a  legitimate  deep  threat,  and  will 
head  into  camp  as  the  No.  1  wideout.  He 
is  injury-prone,  however,  and  there  have 
been  character  issues  in  the  past.  Lel- 
low  free  agents  joining  the  Pats’  offense 
include  wide  receiver  Kelley  Washington 
(via  Cincinnati)  and  running  back  Sammy 
Morris  (via  Miami).  Washington  is  big  and 
speedy,  but  was  injury-prone  in  his  four 
year  stint  with  the  Bengals.  Washington 
has  tremendous  upside  though,  and  looks 
like  a  smart  risk  for  the  Pats.  Meanwhile, 
Morris  comes  in  to  replace  the  departed 
Corey  Dillon.  Morris  will  not  play  as 
much  as  Dillon  did,  as  he  will  come  in 
only  to  give  a  breather  to  starting  back 
Laurence  Maroney  (pending,  of  course, 
on  Marone/s  health  status). 

The  Patriot’s  new  cash-laden  ap¬ 
proach  this  offseason  shows  that  the 
organization  is  devoted  to  winning.  They 
have  gone  out  and  acquired  players  whom 
they  feel  can  help  the  team  to  win  the 
Super  Bowl.  Do  not  forget  that  the  Pats 
also  have  two  first  round  picks  (24,  28)  in 
the  NLL  Draft.  Some  added  youth  in  the 
secondary  and  at  linebacker  would  surely 
be  welcomed. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 

Florida  Beats  OSU 


Pat^e 

Sports  — - - - 

—This  Time  in  Basketball 


By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

Sports  Editor 

Following  are  predictions  that  I  made 
for  the  two  Final  Four  semifinal  games'  results 
on  the  day  before  the  two  tip-offs:  The  first 
matchup,  a  game  between  Ohio  State 
and  Georgetown,  features  a  battle  of  the 
bigs — f  Greg  Oden  and  fzn  Roy  Hibbert. 
While  everybody  has  been  whipped  into 
a  frenzy  over  this  potentially  classic  and 
exciting  rivalry,  guard  play  ultimately 
becomes  the  largest  factor  with  the  game 
on  the  line.  Jonathan  Wallace  and  the 
underrated  Jessie  Sapp  of  Georgetown 
altered  the  game  pace  against  speedy 
North  Carolina  in  their  Elite  Eight  show¬ 
down  and  settled  into  the  more  deliberate 
Princeton  half-court  offense,  pounding 
the  ball  down  low  on  quick  cuts  and  post 
ups  to  Hibbert  and  Jeff  Green.  Instead  of 
unraveling  in  key  moments  when  trailing 
down  the  stretch,  the  Georgetown  guards 
stepped  up  and  inserted  the  key  in  the 
ignition  for  the  rest  of  the  offense. 

The  same  falls  true  for  the  young, 
but  poised  Ohio  State  Buckeyes.  Mike 
Conley,  Jr.  and  Ron  Lewis  are  the  rocks 
of  the  OSU  backcourt,  as  was  shown  in 
a  memorable  second  round  clash  against 
feisty  Xavier.  Lewis  buried  the  do-ordie 
game-tying  three-pointer  to  send  the 
match  into  overtime,  while  Conley  took 


over  from  there,  scoring  n  points  in  the 
extra  period,  leading  to  Ohio  State’s 
impressive  seven-point  win.  The  lesson 
learned  from  this:  never  underestimate 
guard  play,  especially  during  the  game’s 
decisive  minutes.  My  pick  in  this  one  is 
Georgetown,  who  will  wear  down  OSU 
with  their  resolute  and  lockdown  de¬ 
fensive  unit,  one  which  seems  to  reach 
another  level  in  the  second  half. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  Florida 
and  UCLA  meet  in  the  Final  Four,  but, 
unlike  last  year,  this  time  the  new  and 
improved  Bruins  will  prevail.  Over  the 
last  few  days,  the  so-called  “experts”  on 
ESPN  have  been  pointing  to  Florida’s 
inside-outside  dominance  on  the  offensive 
end  along  with  their  incredible  depth.  \et 
people  also  seem  to  forget  that  the  Bru¬ 
ins  just  held  offensive  juggernaut  Kansas 
to  their  lowest  point  total  of  the  entire 
season  (55).  While  I  acknowledged  that 
Florida  would  be  tough  with  A1  I  lorford 
and  Joakim  Noah  manning  the  inside 
and  Corey  Brewer  and  Lee  Humphrey 
holding  down  the  perimeter,  Head  Coach 
Ben  Howland’s  classic  mantra,  “defense 
wins  championships,”  is  a  philosophy 
executed  to  near  perfection  by  his  play¬ 
ers.  Arron  Afflalo  and  Darren  Collison, 
who  combined  for  just  10  points  in  last 
year’s  championship  game  against  the 
Gators,  will  come  out  with  chips  on 


their  shoulders  and  on  a  driven  mission 
to  prove  to  all  the  national  naysayers  that 
UCLA  doesn’t  plan  on  being  just  simple 
road  kill  on  Florida’s  road  to  back-to-back 
championships. 

Analysis  After  the  Semifinals: 

OSU 67,  Georgetown  60.  So  much  for 
a  UCLA-Georgetown  final.  Predictably, 
the  Hibbert-Oden  matchup  didn’t  live  up 
to  the  billed  hype,  as  both  big  men  were 
plagued  by  foul  trouble  throughout.  Con¬ 
ley  stepped  up  by  handling  the  basketball 
responsibly — the  freshman  had  just  one 
turnover — and  providing  some  timely 
offense,  especially  in  a  first  half  in  which 
Oden  played  just  three  minutes.  The 
Buckeyes  played  more  efficiently  with¬ 
out  Oden  than  Georgetown  had  without 
Flibbert.  In  addition,  the  Hoyas’  reserves 
totaled  zero  points  in  39  combined  min¬ 
utes,  while  Green  was  unusually  tentative 
and  failed  to  plug  the  offensive  produc¬ 
tion  with  Flibbert  sitting.  Overall,  Ohio 
State  had  a  better  game  plan,  especially  in 
stifling  Georgetown’s  vaunted  Princeton 
offense  by  playing  numerous  defensive 
sets  and  forcing  the  Hoyas  to  take  some 
rushed  shots.  Sadly,  Georgetown  was 
outclassed  and  the  Buckeyes  were  clearly 
the  superior  team. 

Florida  76,  UCLA  66.  Watching 
UCLA  drop  another  stinker  to  the  Florida 
Gators  was  disappointing.  Despite  playing 


smothering  defense  for  the  first  ten  min¬ 
utes,  the  Bruins  offense  staggered  through 
a  string  of  terribly  disjointed  possessions, 
failing  to  take  advantage  of  the  Gators’ 
initial  shooting  slump.  Afflalo  sat  early 
with  foul  trouble,  while  most  of  the  offen¬ 
sive  burden  fell  on  the  shoulders  of  Josh 
Shipp.  While  Shipp  did  a  commendable 
job  keeping  UCLA  close  in  the  first  half, 
a  victory  for  Florida  was  all  but  imminent. 
The  Gators  put  the  game  away  for  good 
in  the  opening  minutes  of  the  second  half 
on  the  strength  of  lights-out  perimeter 
shooting  by  Humphrey  and  Brewer. 

Analysis  after  the  Championship: 

Florida 84,  OSU 75.  And  to  think  that 
I  toyed  with  the  idea  of  a  Jackson  State 
upset  of  this  team  in  Round  One.  Florida 
was  by  far  the  better  team  in  this  game, 
as  they  led  quite  comfortably  for  the  last 
32  minutes.  The  Gators  shot  10-18  from 
beyond  the  arc,  while  OSU  collectively 
clanked  19  of  23  from  the  same  distance. 
The  highly  underrated  and  underestimat¬ 
ed  Florida  D  swarmed  OSU’s  perimeter 
shooters — Lewis  pulled  a  Jeff  Green-like 
Final  Four  disappearing  act — and  capital¬ 
ized  off  numerous  turnovers.  Oden  had  a 
monstrous  “this  is  why  I’m  the  No.i  pick” 
game  with  his  25  points  and  12  boards, 
but  in  the  end,  Florida  was  just  too  deep 
and  too  good.  Game,  set,  and  match  to 
the  Gators. 


on  Young  Core  for  Future  Success 


C’s  to  Rely 

By  Jamal  Ahmed,  II 

Staff  Writfr 


Last  year,  the  Boston  Celtics  were 
seven  games  out  of  the  eighth  and  final 
spot  for  the  NBA  playoffs,  but  this  season, 
they  are  already  12  games  out  and  the  first 
team  in  the  Eastern  Conference  math¬ 
ematically  eliminated  from  the  playoffs. 
This  has  been  a  season  full  of  disappoint¬ 
ment  for  the  Celtics',  who  lost  18  straight 
games  at  one  point  after  injuries  to  several 
key  guards:  Paul  Pierce,  Wally  Szczerbiak 
and  Tony  Allen.  The  team  was  never  able 
to  fully  recover  from  that  devastating 
losing  stretch,  while  the  streak  basically 
marked  the  end  of  their  season.  They 
found  out  the  hard  way  that  talented 
youth  can  only  be  successful  combined 
with  veteran  leadership. 

The  Celtics  have  solid  veteran  play¬ 
ers,  but  the  prospect  that  has  the  coach¬ 


ing  staff  and  the  fans  most  excited  is  the 
explosive  young  talent.  Rajon  Rondo, 
Allan  Ray  and  Leon  Powe,  despite  being 
rookies,  have  shown  flashes  of  incredible 
poise  and  skill  both  offensively  and  de¬ 
fensively.  Power  forward  Ryan  Gomes  and 
2007  slam  dunk  champion  Gerald  Green 
have  improved  greatly  in  their  second 
seasons.  Some  of  the  third-year  guards 
though  have  not  lived  up  to  expectations. 
Delonte  West  and  Sebastian  Telfair  were 
expected  to  have  breakout  years,  but  both 
have  had  statistical  declines  from  the 
2005-06  season. 

The  most  positive  aspect  of  the 
team  that  the  Boston  Celtics  can  take 
from  this  season  is  the  development  of 
their  young  center,  A1  Jefferson.  In  his 
third  year  out  of  Prentiss  High  School, 
Jefferson  has  become  one  of  the  top  big 
men  in  the  league  and  a  contender  for  the 
most-improved  player  award.  Jefferson 


has  more  than  doubled  his  production 
from  last  year,  averaging  a  double-double 
with  16  points  and  11  rebounds.  Doc  Riv¬ 
ers,  the  Celtics’  head  coach,  attributed 
Jefferson’s  recent  success  to  the  fact  that 
he  is  “playing  consistent  games  in  a  row” 
and  that  “he’s  healthy  and  he’s  confident.” 
The  only  reason  Jefferson  did  not  play  as 
well  last  year  is  because  he  was  limited  by 
nagging  injuries  and  a  decrease  in  playing 
time.  He  played  18  minutes  per  game  last 
year,  compared  to  33  minutes  per  game  this 
year.  It  takes  big  men  in  the  NBA  much 
longer  to  develop  than  guards.  With  this 
in  mind,  by  the  time  Jefferson  reaches  his 
prime,  the  Celtics  front  office  hopes  he 
will  be  as  dominant  as  superstars  Shaquille 
O’Neal  and  Tim  Duncan. 

Now  that  the  Celtics  cannot  make 
the  playoffs,  Doc  Rivers  and  the  rest  of 
the  team  have  turned  their  attention  to 
next  season.  All  of  the  young  talent  will  be 


one  year  more  experienced  and  one  year 
better,  while  Paul  Pierce  can  hopefully 
maintain  All-Star  form.  Pierce  started  the 
season  strongly,  but  was  sidelined  for  24 
games  with  a  stress  fracture  in  his  foot. 
This  could  be  seen  as  a  blessing  in  disguise, 
because,  with  the  second  worst  record  in 
the  league  behind  the  Memphis  Grizzlies, 
the  Celtics  are  in  a  good  position  to  select 
either  Greg  Oden  or  Kevin  Durant  in  the 
draft.  The  Eastern  Conference  does  not 
have  many  talented  big  men,  so  it  will  be 
easier  for  them  to  reach  their  full  potential 
if  they  take  Oden.  Boston  will  probably 
make  the  playoffs  as  a  sixth  or  seventh 
seed  next  year,  but  they  do  not  have  the 
experience  to  win  it  all.  If  they  can  lock  up 
this  young  core  for  a  few  years,  however, 
they  will  be  in  as  good  a  shape  as  any  team 
to  win  the  championship.  The  fans  and  the 
owners  just  need  to  be  patient  with  the 
players  and  with  head  coach  Doc  Rivers. 


Student-Faculty  Basketball  Game  Recap 

By  Sanchay  Jain,  IV 

Staff  Writer 


What  were  you  doing  on  Friday, 
March  30,  between  3  and  4  p.m.?  If  you 
were  not  in  the  upper  gym,  then  you 
missed  out  on  an  exciting  game.  If  you 
were  one  of  the  many  people  who  packed 
the  benches,  you  witnessed  an  amusing 
and  thrilling  student-faculty  basketball 
game,  which  included  a  tremendous 
comeback  and  last  minute  heroics,  not  to 
mention  a  few  lighter  moments. 

Though  it  was  the  students  who 
scored  first,  the  teachers  went  on  an  8-0 
run,  guided  by  their  coach,  Mr.  Robert 
Redd.  The  students  had  several  key  steals 
thanks  to  Naoise  McDonnell  (II),  and  the 
sixie  point  guards  displayed  some  swift 
ball-handling  skills,  notably  crossing  up 
Coach  Brendan  Smith,  who  was  booed 
throughout  the  game.  They  were  unable 
to  score  however  and  fell  behind  16-4  with 
8:41  remaining  in  the  first  half.  At  this 
point,  Coaches  Taylor  Simpson  (I),  Mac- 
Calvin  Romain  (I)  and  Chidozie  Ibeabuchi 
(II)  had  seen  enough,  and  so  the  former 


two  entered  the  game.  Quickly  they 
went  to  work,  trimming  the  lead  down 
to  10  points  with  a  fast-break  dunk  by 
Romain,  bring¬ 
ing  many  fans 
to  their  feet.  By 
halftime  though, 
the  score  was 
24-15  with  the 
teachers  seem¬ 
ingly  in  control. 

Following 
the  entertain¬ 
ing  halftime 
show,  the  game 
resumed,  and 
suddenly,  the 
faculty  had  gone 
cold  while  the 
students  had  em¬ 
barked  on  a  10-0 
tear,  taking  the 
lead.  It  took  the 
teachers  almost 
five  minutes  to 
score  their  first  basket,  and  that  was  a 
single  free  throw,  which  knotted  the  game 


at  25.  The  game  continued  on  its  backrand- 
forth,  low-scoring  pace  with  the  teachers 
hanging  on  to  a  38-34  advantage  with  four 

minutes  left. 
Romain,  how¬ 
ever,  quickly 
rallied  the  team 
back  with  a  long 
three-pointer, 
only  to  have  Mr. 
Rashaun  Mar¬ 
tin  answer  with 
one  of  his  own. 
With  1:43  re¬ 
maining  in  the 
game,  and  the 
students  down 
by  six,  McDon¬ 
nell,  Simpson 
and  Romain 
all  entered  the 
game.  Thanks 
to  their  play, 
they  managed 
to  tie  the  con¬ 
test  at  43,  with  just  56  seconds  left. 

This  is  where  the  game  got  a  little 


controversial.  The  faculty  managed  to  hold 
the  ball  for  the  remainder  of  regulation,  in 
which  every  call  went  against  the  students. 
There  were  a  couple  of  fouls  which  should 
not  have  been  called  (the  teachers  missed 
all  of  the  free  throws)  and  a  few  times 
where  the  ball  clearly  went  out-o  Abounds 
off  the  hands  of  a  faculty  member,  only  to 
have  the  ball  returned  to  them.  Despite 
this,  the  teachers  were  unable  to  score  and 
the  game  headed  to  overtime. 

The  faculty  team  was  unable  to  take 
advantage  of  the  free  throws  provided 
them.  Finally,  lay-ups  from  Romain  and 
Jake  Graham-Felsen  (I)  gave  the  students 
a  50-47  advantage.  With  less  than  a  minute 
to  go,  however,  Coach  Smith,  head  coach 
of  the  boys’  varsity  basketball  team,  hit 
a  game-tying  three-pointer.  And  so,  this 
time,  the  last  play  went  to  the  students, 
and,  unlike  the  teachers,  they  capitalized. 
With  seconds  on  the  clock,  Simpson  at¬ 
tempted  the  go-ahead  lay-up.  The  ball 
stayed  over  the  rim  for  seconds,  and  then, 
after  what  seemed  to  be  an  hour,  it  fell 
through,  giving  the  students  the  exhila¬ 
rating  “W.” 
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News 


Global  News  Tidbits 


>>  In  London,  Mark  McGowan  ate 
part  of  a  Corgi,  the  breed  of  dog  fa¬ 
vored  by  Queen  Elizabeth  II,  to  protest 
how  Prince  Philip  faced  no  charge  for 
abusing  a  fox  while  hunting.  He  says: 
“Why  is  it  that  we  allow...  people  who 
are  supposed  to  be  ambassadors  for 
this  country  to  treat  animals  with  such 
disrespect?”  The  Corgi  died  of  natural 
causes  and  was  prepared  for  McGowan 
by  others.  (AP) 

»  After  robbing  one  of  the  local  U- 
Haul  stores,  one  thief  stayed  behind 
in  an  attempt  to  get  one  of  the  female 
employee’s  phone  number.  Patrick  So- 


bocinski,  the  U-Haul  general 
manager,  was  upset  that  the 
robbers  targeted  his  store,  but  more 
angry  still  that  one  of  the  robbers  had 
harassed  an  employee.  (AP) 

>>  In  a  new  Dutch  TV  show,  an  organ 
donor  will  choose  one  out  of  three  con¬ 
testants  to  receive  his  or  her  kidney.  The 
organ  donor  makes  his  or  her  choice 
based  on  the  contestant’s  history,  family 
and  friends  among  other  things.  BNN 
Chairman  Laurens  Drillich  said,  “The 
chance  for  a  kidney  for  the  contestants 
is  thirty-three  percent.  This  is  much 
higher  than  that  for  people  on  a  waiting 
list.”  (Reuters) 

»'  Officials  from  Qatar  are  considering 


hiring  10,000  Vietnamese  to  support 
Qatar’s  unpopular  football  team  during 
the  Asian  Cup  in  Hanoi,  Vietnam.  They 
will  be  paid  to  cheer  for  the  team  as 
they  play  against  Vietnam,  Japan  and  the 
United  Arab  Emirates.  (Reuters) 

>>  A  worker  at  the  Kominato  Hotel 
Mikazuki  in  Kamogawa,  Japan  discov¬ 
ered  that  a  gold  bathtub  was  missing 
from  a  guest  bathroom  on  the  10th 
floor.  The  chains  to  the  bathroom  door 
were  broken  and  the  bathtub  gone. 
The  $987,000  bathtub  is  made  of  18- 
karat  gold  and  weighs  175  pounds.  A 
hotel  official  said:  “We  have  no  witness 
information  and  there  are  no  video 
cameras.”  (AP) 


ASPIRE- (ing)  Young  Women 


By  Ying  Wang,  II 
&  Jane  Cui,  II 

ERA  &  Contributing  Writer 


April  28,  2007  marked  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  Asian  American  Women 
in  Leadership  (AAWIL)  Conference 
at  the  JFK  School 
of  Government  at 
Harvard  Universi¬ 
ty.  This  year’s  two 
keynote  speakers 
were  Jeannie  Park, 

Executive  Editor 
of  People  magazine, 
and  Helen  Zia,  an 
award-winning  jour 
nalist  and  human 
rights  activist.  Over 
100  Asian  American 
women,  including 
mentors  and  stu¬ 
dents  from  Boston 
Latin  School  and 
other  learning  in¬ 
stitutions,  gathered 
for  the  lectures  and 
workshops.  The 
conference  was 
dedicated  to  foster 
leadership  potential 
in  Asian  American 


also  an  excellent  speaker.  “When  she 
came  on  stage,  it  was  hard  to  not  pay 
attention.  She  had  a  presence  about 
her  that  demanded  the  attention  of  the 
audience,”  remarked  a  student  partici¬ 
pant.  Zia  spoke  of  her  experience  as  a 
second  generation  Chinese  American 


*V. 


women. 


STUDENTS  LEARN  TO  BE  EFFECTIVE  LEADERS  AT  THE  2~°  AAWIL  CONFERENCE. 


The  AAWIL  conference  began 
in  the  morning  with  an  address  by  Zia. 
Among  Zia’s  articles,  essays  and  re¬ 
views,  many  had  been  published  in  The 
Nation,  Essence,  Chronicle,  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Post,  The  New  York  Times  and  other 
renowned  publications.  In  addition 
to  being  a  distinguished  writer,  Zia  is 


as  well  as  her  long-time  activism  in 
social  justice. 

The  conference  continued  with 
three  featured  panel  discussions:  a  high 
school  career  track,  a  college  career 
track  and  a  professional  career  track. 
The  primary  focus  of  the  high  school 
panel  was  to  explore  the  qualities  of  the 


four  types  of  leaders,  represented  by 
the  cardinal  directions:  the  North  is  an 
assertive  leader;  the  South,  a  sensitive 
leader;  the  West,  a  meticulous  leader; 
the  East,  an  objective  leader.  Students 
were  first  grouped  by  leadership  type. 
Then,  with  the  help  of  mentors,  the  stu¬ 
dents  assessed 
[the  strengths  of 
jtheir  leadership 
nd  focused  on 
reas  for  im- 
rovement. 
he  workshop 
mphasized 
hat  a  success¬ 
ful  leader  must 
[demonstrate 
ualities  that 
ncompass  all 
[four  leadership 
'types. 

ASPIRE 
(Asian  Sisters 
articipating 
n  Reaching 
xcellence)  is 
ommitted  to 
he  mission  of 
iempowe  ring 
sian  American 
omen  with 
leadership  and 
career  development  skills.  ASPIRE  pro¬ 
vides  a  number  of  different  programs 
for  both  students  and  professionals 
alike.  Through  the  organization’s  ef¬ 
forts,  ASPIRE  hopes  to  inspire  the  new 
generation  of  Asian  females  to  break 
from  traditional  molds  and  explore 
new  fields. 
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—  News  - 

Digging  for  the  Truth:  Smell  Explained 


By  Patrick  Li,  II 
&  Fang  Yuan,  II 

Contributing  Writers 


“Did  you  fart?  Did  you  pass  gas?” 
These  are  some  common  questions  that 
have  been  exchanged  between  Boston 
Latin  School  students  in  the  past  few 
weeks.  The  “noxious  odors,”  as  Mr. 
Malcolm  Flynn  called  them,  are  permeat¬ 
ing  the  halls  of  BLS  as  the  result  of  the 
construction  of  a  ten-floor  underground 
garage  at  Simmons  College.  Not  only 
are  the  students  irritated,  but  some  have 
complained  of  sickness.  “[The  smell]  was 
quite  overpowering  outside  the  building,” 
expressed  concerned  parents. 

The  massive  construction  project 
at  Simmons  began  in  December  and  the 
college  is  still  working  on  the  second  floor 
of  their  ten-floor  garage.  This  layer  of  dis¬ 
turbed  soil  contains  a  high  concentration 
of  organic  materials,  which  release  hydro¬ 
gen  sulfide  (H2S),  a  colorless  and  flam¬ 
mable  gas.  Hydrogen  sulfide  is  produced 
by  fermentation,  the  bacterial  breakdown 
of  organic  material  without  oxygen. 

“Has  anyone’s  child  complained 
about  the  odor  or  had  any  symptoms 


that  they  felt  might  be  related  to  the 
Simmons  College  construction  project 
taking  place  adjacent  to  BLS?”  asked 
BLS  parent  Michael  Jonas  on  the  listserv. 


Jonas’s  concerns  have  been  expressed  by 
many  other  parents  whose  children  suffer 
from  illnesses  such  as  sore  throat,  cough¬ 
ing  and  nausea. 


The  effects  of  hydrogen  sulfide  on 
the  human  body  depend  on  its  concentra¬ 
tion.  In  clean  air,  the  normal  concentration 
of  hydrogen  sulfide  is  about  o.oooi  parts 


per  million  (ppm).  A  few  breaths  of  a  high 
concentration — about  800  ppm — of  this 
chemical  can  result  in  death.  The  Occu¬ 
pational  Safety  and  Health  Administration 


classifies  concentrations  of  hydrogen  sul¬ 
fide  exceeding  10  ppm  as  a  health  risk.  Air 
samples  have  been  obtained  from  school 
grounds  to  determine  the  concentration 
of  hydrogen  sulfide.  According  to  Certi¬ 
fied  Industrial  Hygienist  Philip  Terrell 
from  Environmental  Health  Inc.,  “testing 
has  all  been  below  detection  (<o.ippm). 
There  is  no  health  risk  at  the  very  low 
concentrations  found.”  Therefore,  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  recent  onslaught  of 
illnesses  is  related  to  the  Simmons’  con¬ 
struction.  Still,  Simmons  is  trying  to  keep 
the  odor  levels  to  a  minimum.  Workers 
are  constantly  spraying  the  source  of  the 
foul-smelling  soil  with  neutralizers.  Every 
day,  the  excavated  soil  must  be  removed 
from  campus. 

According  to  Janet  Fishstein,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Facilities  at  Simmons  College, 
the  worst  smelling  odors  “will  continue 
intermittently  for  approximately  four 
weeks.”  As  little  can  be  done  to  eliminate 
the  putrid  smells,  students  must  contend 
with  this  discomfort  for  the  rest  of  the 
school  year.  Until  then,  you  will  continue 
to  hear  the  echos  of  many  Latin  School 
students:  “BLS  stinks” — in  the  literal 
sense,  of  course. 


What  C.A.N.  We  Do  About  Global  Warming? 


By  Hannah  Mogul-Adlin,  III 

C'ONTRIBl'UNG  WRITER 


On  Saturday,  May  19,  the  first  annual 
Global  Warming  Youth  Summit  took  place 
at  MIT.  Over  200  students  from  Boston 
Latin  School  and  other  schools  across 
the  city  gathered  to  raise  global  warming 
awareness  to  improve  environmental  con¬ 
ditions.  The  event  was  a  combined  effort 
of  the  youth  summit  planning  committee 
of  the  Boston  Latin  School  Youth  Climate 
Action  Network  (BLS  Youth  CAN)  and 
many  parents  and  supporters. 

Every  registrant  received  a  starter 
kit  with  free  books,  pamphlets  and  infer 
mation  on  how  to  start  global  warming 
clubs.  When  welcoming  the  students  at 
MIT,  Mayor  Thomas  Menino  said,  “I  re¬ 
ally  believe  [global  warming]  is  the  issue 
for  the  next  50  years,”  reaffirming  Boston’s 
strong  commitment  to  being  a  nationwide 
leader  in  protecting  the  environment. 
“I’m  really  thrilled  that  the  next  genera¬ 
tion,  our  leaders,  are  taking  action  at  this 
time,”  he  said. 

Afterwards,  the  morning  breakout 
sessions  offered  students  an  opportunity 
to  learn  about  climate  change  from  some 
world-renowned  experts  in  the  field.  These 
educational  sessions  provided  students 
with  a  foundation  of  knowledge  on  the 
science  of  global  warming.  “Walking  into 
the  newly  built  Stata  Center  for  the  morn¬ 
ing  breakouts  was  like  being  plugged  into  a 


force  of  innovation  and  progress,  and  the 
breakout  sessions  themselves  reflected 
that  energy,”  said  a  participant.  Students 
chose  among  a  variety  of  lectures,  includ¬ 
ing  the  pros  and  cons  of  various  sources 
of  energy,  the  connections  between  their 
personal  choices  and  global  warming  and 
ways  to  improve  aware¬ 
ness  in  the  community. 

The  educational 
sessions  continued  after 
lunch.  Many  interactive 
activities  were  offered,  in¬ 
cluding  a  performance  by 
the  Underground  Railway 
Theater,  a  professional 
and  accomplished  theater 
troupe  famous  for  con¬ 
necting  the  themes  in  their 
plays  to  the  community 
The  troupe  entertained 
students  with  selections 
from  the  play  “Eco-Caba- 
ret,”  interposed  with  com¬ 
ments  from  youth  summit  participants. 
“There’s  nothing  like  an  evil  trash  monster 
or  a  talking  dinosaur  to  make  kids  want 
to  make  their  lives  more  eco-friendly,” 
said  a  student. 

Similar  to  the  morning  breakout  ses¬ 
sions,  the  afternoon  ones  allowed  students 
to  choose  from  a  variety  of  workshops 
related  to  global  warming.  These  workr 
shops,  however,  were  specifically  designed 
to  teach  students  leadership  skills  neces¬ 


sary  to  start  their  own  organizations. 
The  most  popular  option  was  the  Public 
Service  Announcement  Filming  Work¬ 
shop,  where  groups  of  students  were  each 
provided  with  a  camera  and  a  bizarre  prop. 
The  students,  with  assistance  from  adults 
trained  in  improv,  set  out  to  film  their  own 


STUDENTS  EXPLORE  THE  DANGERS  OF  GLOBAL  WARMING. 


two-minute  public  service  announcement 
about  global  warming. 

Other  breakout  sessions  at  the 
youth  summit  included  web  design,  media 
printing  and  Speak  Out!,  a  popular  work¬ 
shop  led  by  Patricia  Weinmann,  a  Boston 
Latin  parent  and  the  assistant  coordinator 
of  the  Technology  and  Culture  Forum  at 
MIT.  “I’ve  been  hosting  events  at  MIT 
for  a  long  time  and  this  will  always  stand 
out  as  a  highlight  of  my  career  there,” 
she  told  the  BLS  Youth  CAN  planning 


committee. 

When  asked  about  Youth  CAN’s 
future  activities,  Ms.  Cate  Arnold,  the 
faculty  advisor  and  mentor  of  the  club, 
said,  “I  am,  of  course,  already  thinking 
about  how  to  make  it  even  better  next 
year.”  Inspired  by  this  year’s  success,  club 
members  expressed  their  eagerness  to 
begin  planning  for  next  year. 

“The  idea  of  growing  a  very  large 
coalition  of  youth  groups  to  address  the 
problem  of  climate  change  is  very  exciting 
because  they  would  command  attention 
in  a  way  that  isolated  groups  would  not 
be  able  to  accomplish,”  said  Ms.  Arnold. 
To  achieve  this  goal  of  an  interconnected 
network  of  environmental  youth  groups, 
BLS  Youth  CAN  is  currently  construct¬ 
ing  a  web  page  to  connect  students  from 
different  networks.  “The  network  will 
consist  of  youth  groups  in  public  schools 
all  across  the  Greater  metropolitan  area, 
and  perhaps  beyond,  who  are  trying  to 
address  the  problem  of  global  warming,” 
continued  Ms.  Arnold. 

Now  that  the  youth  summit  is  over, 
the  focus  ofYouth  CAN  will  shift  back  to 
the  original  committees  of  the  club— recy¬ 
cling,  activism  and  communication. 

Libby  Shrobe  (III),  a  member  of  the 
youth  summit  planning  committee,  said  of 
the  youth  summit:  “It  was  very  rewarding 
to  see  it  all  come  together  the  way  it  did... 
I  don’t  think  it  really  could  have  been  any 
better.” 


Una  Schola,  Unus  Liber 


By  Jacob  Meister,  III 

Contributing  Writer 


Recently,  the  Boston  Latin  School 
English  department  has  decided  to  amend 
the  summer  reading  policy.  Starting  this 
summer,  all  students  enrolling  in  grades 
seven  through  twelve  will  be  required  to 
read  The  Little  Prince ,  by  Antoine  de  St. 
Exupery,  as  part  of  their  summer  reading 
assignment. 

The  English  department  implement¬ 
ed  this  change  to  resolve  certain  problems 
noticed  by  both  student  and  teachers. 
In  the  past,  teachers  have  experienced 
difficulty  when  preparing  summer  read¬ 
ing  discussions,  as  the  reading  list  offers 
a  vast  assortment  of  books  for  students 


to  choose  from.  This  has 
fied  class  discussions  on 
summer  reading  books. 
In  the  past  two  years, 
many  ideas  have  been 
proposed  for  effective 
assessment  of  summer 
reading  to  compensate 
for  the  difference  in 
the  texts  read.  Over  the 
years,  the  lists  have  gen¬ 
erally  remained  the  same 
despite  proposed  ideas. 
The  English  department, 
however,  has  initiated 
change  to  address  some 
of  the  problems.  It  modi¬ 
fied  the  assignment  for 


prevented  uni-  mat  in  an  attempt  to  emphasize  the  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  texts  rather 
than  summarization. 
Moreover,  the  most 
monumental  change 
at  Boston  Latin  to  the 
summer  reading  format 
has  certainly  been  the 
addition  of  The  Little 
Prince  to  each  grade’s 
reading  requirement. 

Many  schools  and 
districts  across  the  na¬ 
tion  have  successfully 
^implemented  this  sum- 
<mer  reading  program. 
book  added  to  summer  reading.  Reading  one  book  as 

a  community  fosters  a 


sense  of  unity  and  also  facilitates  class¬ 
room  discussion  and  collective  examina¬ 
tion.  Ms.  Susan  Moran,  the  head  of  the 
English  department,  has  been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  extending  this  idea  to  Latin  School 
by  completely  revamping  summer  reading. 
“The  primary  goal  of  summer  reading  is 
to  sustain  reading  skills  in  the  transition 
from  one  academic  year  to  another,  but 
really  its  objective  is  to  enjoy  the  act  of 
reading  itself.  It  seems  as  though  it  has 
become  a  chore  for  students;  hopefully, 
by  splitting  up  the  assignment  into  an  as¬ 
signed  title  and  then  ones  chosen  by  the 
student,  it’ll  be  more  enjoyable  and 

Summer  Reading 

Continued  on  page  4 
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BLS  Graduates  Speak 


(Compiled)  By  Gregory  Wong,  I 

Staff  Writer 


As  the  conclusion  the  college  series, 
The  Argo  offers  current  Boston  Latin 
School  students  an  inside  look  at  the 
college  experience  at  institutions  across 
the  nation.  The  Argo  interviewed  several 
recent  Latin  graduates  concerning  their 
transition  from  high  school  to  college. 

Estepha  Francisque,  Oakwood 
College,  Class  of  2006  (Sophomore,  The¬ 
ology  &  Social  Work) 

“I  really  feel  that  BLS  has  prepared 
me  well.  College  did  take  getting  use  to, 
but  I  was  able  to  make  the  Dean’s  List  my 
first  year,  [even  though]  I  was  a  very  aver 
age  student  at  BLS.  I  was  especially  more 
prepared  in  math  and  science  (especially 
biology  and  chemistry),  and  BLS  got  me 
well  acquainted  with  the  workload  that 
college  challenged  me  with.  College  wasn’t 
as  new  to  me  as  it  was  to  others  because 
BLS  replicated  the  situation  somewhat 
academically.” 

Yucong  Ma,  University  of  Chicago, 
Class  of  2006  (Sophomore,  International 
Studies) 

“I  think  BLS  has  prepared  me 
rather  well  for  college  both  academically 
and  socially.  I’ve  found  that  most  of  my 
peers  are  equally  knowledgeable,  creative 
and  smart,  and  I  don’t  feel  as  though  I’m 
lacking  anything  that  they  have.  I  also 
know  very  few  kids  here  [who  are]  from 
public  schools,  and  yet,  we’re  more  or  less 
on  the  same  level,  so  I’m  glad  to  say  that 
as  a  BLS  alum,  I  got  a  satisfying  amount 
of  bang  for  my  buck  (which  is  of  course, 
technically  none  at  all). 

I  feel  like  I’m  doing  well  versus  my 
peers.  BLS  prepared  me  for  a  lot  of  things, 
but  the  one  thing  I  do  feel  deficient  in  is 
analytical  reading.  There  were  virtually  no 
courses  that  really  challenged  me  in  that 


respect  at  BLS,  and  I  found  myself  strug¬ 
gling  with  it  more  than  most  first-years 
at  UChicago.  Since  it’s  basically  what  our 
core  sequences  are  based  around,  it  was 
a  basis  I  wish  I’d  had.  A  suitable  cushion, 
however,  was  the  ability  to  adapt  quickly, 
which  BLS  definitely  gave  me.” 

Hoi  Nguyen,  18,  Harvard  College, 
Class  of  2006  (Sophomore,  Environmen¬ 
tal  Science  &  Music) 

“BLS  to  some  extent  prepared  me 
for  college.  Aca¬ 
demically,  I  am 
doing  fairly  well 
here  at  Harvard.  I 
don’t  think  I  have 
very  good  study 
habits  and  that  is 
partially  my  fault. 

However,  some  of 
this  blame  origi¬ 
nates  from  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin.  I  don’t 
think  I  developed 
a  great  ability  for 
studying  [...]  and 
that  is  evident 
in  the  academic 
struggles  I  have 
here  at  Harvard. 

Nonetheless,  Boston  Latin  defi¬ 
nitely  prepared  me  well  socially.  I  have 
met  such  a  wide  range  of  people  all  with 
different  personalities  and  experiences.  I 
feel  that  I  am  more  sociable  than  many 
of  my  peers  here  at  Harvard  because  my 
experiences  at  Boston  Latin  has  taught  me 
that  although  academics  are  important, 
there  is  more  to  school  than  just  home¬ 
work  and  tests. 

In  terms  of  extracurriculars,  I  am 
still  in  the  habit  of  overdoing  it.  I  am 
very  involved  here  at  Harvard  [...]  Un¬ 
fortunately,  I  am  not  very  proud  about 
all  these  commitments.  Although  I  love 


doing  these  activities  and  the  people 
in  them,  it  is  clear  that  I  am  doing  too 
much.  I  learned  my  first  year  here  that 
college  is  not  like  high  school.  I  CAN’T  do 
everything!  Although  it  may  sound  a  bit 
counterintuitive  since  I’d  expect  to  have 
more  time  in  college,  I  [found]  that  I  need 
to  manage  my  time  more  wisely. 

Overall,  1  have  learned  a  great  deal 
about  myself  this  year.  I  give  thanks  to 
not  only  Harvard  but  also  Boston  Latin 


School  for  setting  me  on  the  right  path. 
My  perspectives  on  people,  school  and  life 
have  changed  completely  It  sounds  cliche 
but  I  really  did  ‘find  myself’  in  college. 
College  is  a  place  to  try  and  learn  new 
things  and  Boston  Latin  School  success¬ 
fully  provides  a  strong  foundation  for  this 
journey  of  self-discovery.  Don’t  take  [BLS] 
for  granted.” 

Daphne  Norvin,  Boston  Univer 
sity,  Class  of  2005  (Junior,  Classical  Stud¬ 
ies,  Pre-Medicine) 

“Yes,  I  definitely  believe  that 
BLS  prepared  me  very  well  for  college. 
Throughout  the  six  years  I  spent  at  the 
school,  BLS  allowed  me  to  acquire  a 


unique  set  of  study  skills,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  apply  to  all  of  my  classes 
and  thrive.  In  terms  of  actual  subjects, 
BLS  prepared  me  the  best  for  math  and 
the  humanities  such  as  English,  ancient 
and  modern  foreign  languages  and  his¬ 
tory.  I  always  feel  well  equipped  in  terms 
of  writing  papers,  translating  works  and 
analyzing  information.  I  can  recall  that 
certain  things  like  grammar  and  coming 
up  with  a  thesis  were  difficult  for  a  lot 
of  the  students  in  my  English  Writing 
courses.  I  was  able  to  cruise  through,  feel¬ 
ing  very  lucky  I  had  concepts  like  thesis 
writing  drilled  into  me  by  great  teachers 
and  good  curricula. 

However,  I  do  feel  that  I  could 
have  gained  more  preparation  in  the  sci¬ 
ences,  more  specifically  chemistry  When 
I  took  my  first  chemistry  class  at  BU,  I 
was  honestly  blown  away,  and  I  felt  that 
the  chemistry  concepts  I  had  learned 
at  BLS  did  not  adequately  help  me  in 
making  that  leap  into  understanding  the 
concepts  of  college  chemistry.  I  would  like 
to  add  though,  that  one  thing  I  definitely 
did  learn  at  BLS  was  how  to  get  help  if  I 
did  not  understand  something.  So  I  did 
things  like  going  to  tutoring  and  to  the 
professor’s  office  hours  and  saw  results. 

Overall,  BLS  did  me  great,  and  I 
leel  that  my  success  in  college  thus  far  is 
on  account  of  learning  the  things  that  I 
did  there.” 

The  prospect  of  entering  college 
can  be  both  exciting  and  overwhelming 
for  many  Latin  School  students.  Seniors 
are  crossing  the  threshold  between 
high  school  and  college.  Soon,  they  will 
encounter  challenging  academic  assign¬ 
ments,  new  social  environments  and  other 
activities  on  their  campuses.  Although 
many  students  are  thrilled  by  this  change 
in  scenery,  others  are  anxious  about  adapt¬ 
ing  to  a  new  lifestyle. 


BLS  Strives  to  Help  Teen  Mothers 


By  Lydia  Souroufis,  III 

Cont  ributing  Writ  er 


U.S.  teenage  births  remain  the 
highest  among  developed  nations,  with 
approximately  42  births  per  thousand  for 
15  to  19  yearold  females.  Although  these 
numbers  have  decreased  in  recent  years, 
teen  births  remain  high,  reflecting  the 
persistent  problems  faced  by  teens  both 
at  home  and  in  society.  Many  teens  view 
parenthood  as  a  viable  option,  as  it  can 
potentially  change  their  status  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  by  allowing  them  more  independence. 
Yet  the  challenges  of  adolescent  parent¬ 
hood  are  manifold  and  closely  linked  to 
the  factors  that  predispose  adolescents 
to  pregnancy.  Lack  of  support  networks, 
inadequate  medical  care  and  poverty 
plague  the  vast  majority  of  adolescent 
parents.  According  to  Jennifer  Valen- 
zuella,  program  director  of  the  Young 
Parents  Program,  other  social  factors 
that  may  play  a  role  in  teen  pregnancies 
include  “peer  pressure,  early  dating  and 
lack  of  religious  affiliation  which  may 
[affect]  eighty  percent  of  unintentional 
teen  pregnancies.” 


In  an  effort  to  alleviate  the  burdens 
of  young  motherhood,  Boston  Latin 
School  has  generously  donated  items 
such  as  fleece  blankets,  scented  lotions, 
pajamas,  candles,  organizers  and  lots  of 
wonderful  beauty  products  to  the  Young 
Mother’s  Day  Drive.  The  drive,  organized 
by  the  Key  Club,  ended  just  two  days  be¬ 
fore  Mother’s  Day.  By  the  end  of  the  drive, 
the  gigantic  box  in  front  of  the  main  office 
was  overflowing  with  donations,  demon¬ 
strating  the  great  generosity  of  the  Latin 
School  community.  As  Margaret  Kerr  (III) 
explained,  “The  young  mother’s  day  drive 
is  such  an  important  cause. ..I  just  wanted 
to  help  however  I  could.” 

The  Young  Parents  Program  (YPP), 
a  specialty  clinic  at  Childrens’  Hospital, 
was  launched  in  1980  to  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care  and  assistance 
to  high  risk  innercity  teen  parents  and 
their  children  through  a  teen-tot  model. 
The  teen-tot  program  stresses  the  im¬ 
portance  of  a  close  familial  relationship, 
which  has  long-term  positive  effects 
for  both  mother  and  child.  The  young 
mother  is  not  only  taught  the  basics  of 
childcare,  but  also  the  skills  necessary  to 


establish  a  loving  and  nurturing  family 
life.  A  multi-disciplinary  team  educated 
in  the  medical,  social  and  developmental 
issues  of  adolescent  and  early  childhood 
care  annually  serves  approximately  250 
teenage  mothers,  75  young  fathers  and 
300  infants.  Due  to  this  excellent  sup¬ 
port  system,  many  professionals  refer 
high-risk  adolescents  to  YPP.  The  staff 
of  physicians,  social  workers  and  nurses 
are  all  knowledgeable  professionals,  with 
an  average  of  at  least  15  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  innercity  parents, 
adolescents  and  children.  Several  YPP 
staff  members  teach  and  conduct  training 
throughout  the  region  on  teen  parenting. 
Recognized  by  the  Massachusetts  Deparr 
ment  of  Public  Health  as  a  model  program 
for  teen-tot  services,  YPP  has  won  several 
awards  for  innovation  and  service  includ¬ 
ing  the  Health  Care  Delivery  Award  from 
the  Ambulatory  Pediatric  Association. 
YPP  also  networks  with  Boston  area 
education  and  job  training  sites,  Early  In¬ 
terventions  Programs,  the  City  of  Boston 
Youth  Services,  community  agencies  and 
teen  living  programs. 

There  are  many  teenage  parents 


who  will  not  be  celebrating  their  high 
school  graduation.  Instead,  they  are 
forced  to  assume  adult  responsibilities 
while  lacking  the  economic  stability  and 
maturity  to  provide  for  their  families. 
Despite  these  hardships,  child  birth  can 
represent  an  opportunity  for  success  and 
hope.  The  responsibility  of  caring  for  a 
child  compels  many  aimless  teens  to  re¬ 
assess  their  priorities  in  order  to  create  a 
better  life  for  both  themselves  and  their 
children.  With  the  support  of  fantastic 
programs  such  as  the  YPP,  young  parents 
receive  support  to  embark  on  new  paths. 
In  order  to  help  these  people,  the  YPP 
relies  on  contributions  from  community 
organizations  such  as  BLS.  “The  gifts  were 
well  received  by  all  of  them,  your  kindness 
and  generosity  were  much  appreciated,” 
wrote  Valenzuella  in  her  thank-you  card, 
which  is  on  display  in  front  of  the  main  of¬ 
fice.  With  a  collection  of  about  a  hundred 
gifts,  the  Young  Mother’s  Day  Drive  cel¬ 
ebrates  its  second  successful  year  at  BLS. 
Hopefully,  BLS  students  will  replicate  this 
magnanimity  in  years  to  come,  so  that 
troubled  families  will  have  the  assistance 
needed  to  advance  in  life. 


The  Little  Prince 

Continued  from  page  j 

easier  for  teachers  to  start  off  the  school 
year,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Moran,  along  with  other  de¬ 
partment  members,  have  discussed  at 
great  lengths  their  dissatisfaction  with  the 
summer  reading.  Since  the  onset  of  this 
school  year,  there  have  been  many  meet¬ 
ings  with  the  purpose  of  giving  summer 
reading  a  facelift.  The  English  department 


accepted  the  communal  approach  to  sum¬ 
mer  reading  with  great  enthusiasm. 

The  task  of  finding  a  title  with  ap¬ 
propriate  subject  matter  for  all  grades 
was  an  arduous  process.  Finally,  Ms. 
Moran  recommended  Antoine  de  St. 
Exupery’s  The  Little  Prince.  “I  had  an  ‘eu¬ 
reka’  moment  when  trying  to  think  of  an 
appropriate  title.  For  some  inexplicable 
reason,  The  Little  Prince  came  to  mind. 
It  had  been  years  since  I  read  it,  and  it 
was  in  my  junior  or  senior  French  class. 


It  was  just  what  we  needed:  a  work  that 
is  both  charming  and  philosophical  in 
nature.  Every  student  and  teacher  will  be 
able  to  partake  in  a  common  intellectual 
experience — something  that  is  very  rare.” 
St.  Exupery’s  The  Little  Prince  is  a  fantasy 
that  takes  place  in  the  midst  of  war.  The 
main  character,  a  pilot  who  crashes  in  the 
middle  of  the  Saharan  Desert,  encounters 
a  little  boy  from  another  world.  This 
experience  changes  the  pilot’s  outlook 
on  life. 


Ms.  Moran  hopes  to  continue  this 
tradition  in  the  years  to  come,  expanding 
the  ideals  of  unity  to  encompass  other 
departments.  She  hopes  that  “over  time, 
this  idea  will  be  embraced  by  other  de¬ 
partments  to  connect  and  expand  reading. 
There  are  many  directions  for  growth,  but 
hopefully  interdisciplinary  connections 
can  be  made.  The  act  of  reading  a  book 
together  will  make  a  common  topic  for 
conversation,  and  an  enjoyable  segue  into 
next  school  year.” 
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Forum 

Question 

Do  you  like  to  shop  at  Downtown 
Crossing?  Why  or  why  not? 


“I  don't  shop  there  often,  but  I  just 
bought  this  tux  there.  All  you  see  is  one 
store  after  another.” 

— Galin  Ma,  I 


By  Alan  Circeo,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


While  some  may  want  to  change  and  reform  the  area  we 
know  and  love  as  Downtown  Crossing,  such  an  alteration  would 
be  a  travesty  Living  in  the  city  and  not  having  a  car  can  be  quite 
a  hassle  if  you  need  to  go  shopping.  All  the  popular  malls  are 
outside  of  the  city  and  are  off  the  T.  What  then  are  you  to  do 
when  you  need  to  go  out  and  buy  some  things?  One  option  is 
to  take  the  Red  Line  to  Braintree  and  then  wait  for  a  bus  that 
would  take  you  to  the  South  Shore  Plaza.  Such  a  trek  would 
not  only  take  a  very  long  time  but  also  is  very  inconvenient. 
The  CambridgeSide  Galleria  is  also  another  option,  but  travel¬ 
ing  there  is  a  similar  process:  long  and  tedious.  Luckily,  there 
is  a  place  that  can  solve  this  problem  and  provide  a  great  place 
to  shop  right  in  the  center  of  the  Hub.  Downtown  Crossing’s 
large  number  of  stores,  restaurants,  and  assorted  street  vendors 
make  it  a  great  location  to  shop,  browse,  and  just  watch  people. 
It  should  remain  this  way  for  years  to  come. 

The  greatest  assets  that  the  Crossing  boasts  are  the  diver 
sity  of  its  shops  and  its  proximity  to  the  rest  of  the  city.  Almost 
everything  you  could  ever  want  is  found  in  at  least  one  of  the 
stores  lining  Washington  Street  or  its  side-streets  downtown. 
Whether  you  need  shoes,  books  or  anything  in  between,  Down¬ 
town  Crossing  has  got  you  covered.  There  are  also  countless 
venues  where  you  can  pick  up  a  bite  to  eat,  whether  you  want 
to  sit  down  and  enjoy  a  meal  or  just  grab  an  ice  cream  cone  for 
your  walk  around  the  area.  Not  only  does  it  provide  for  diverse 
retail  experiences,  but  Downtown  Crossing  itself  is  located  on 
top  of  two  different  MBTA  stations,  Park  Street  and  Down¬ 
town  Crossing  itself,  which  are  the  nexuses  of  three  lines,  Red, 
Orange  and  Green.  Picking  up  a  Sox  hat  and  then  heading  over 
to  Fenway  for  a  game?  The  stadium  is  only  five  stops  from  Park 
Street.  Grabbing  a  gift  and  heading  to  a  birthday  party  in  Jamaica 
Plain  is  a  synch,  as  Forest  Hills  is  at  the  end  of  the  Orange  Line, 
which  also  goes  through  the  Downtown  Crossing  station.  And 
the  Blue  Line  is  only  a  short  stroll  away! 

Another  reason  Downtown  Crossing  shouldn’t  be  changed 
is  its  history.  This  area  of  Boston  has  been  the  center  of  com¬ 
merce  since  the  colonial  days.  These  same  streets  were  walked  on 
by  newly  arrived  Irish,  Italians,  Germans  and  other  immigrants 
little  more  than  a  century  ago.  It  was  also  the  site  of  one  of  the 
largest  disasters  in  the  history  of  the  city.  The  Great  Boston 
Fire  of  1872  raged  up  and  down  sections  of  Summer  Street  and 
Washington  Street.  Plaques  commemorating  the  valor  of  those 
that  fought  the  fire  can  be  seen  on  walls  around  the  Crossing. 
Additionally,  all  of  Boston’s  newspapers  were  housed  in  what  was 
known  as  Newspaper  Alley,  which  was  situated  in  the  modern- 
day  Downtown  Crossing  area.  If  we  are  to  allow  the  old  State 
House,  the  Old  South  Meeting  House  and  the  Custom  House 
to  remain  standing  because  of  their  historical  significance,  the 
same  allowance  must  be  granted  to  Downtown  Crossing  and  all 
its  nooks  and  crannies. 

Downtown  Crossing  is  a  terrific  place  to  shop  and  spend 
time.  It  has  hundreds  of  diverse  shops  and  restaurants,  is  acces¬ 
sible  from  every  comer  of  Boston  and  is  rife  with  history  It  is 
for  these  reasons  we  must  preserve  this  landmark  of  Boston. 

Downtown  Crossing  is  integral  to  the  very  fabric  of  the 
city  and  has  stood  the  test  of  time  throughout  the  last  hundred 
years.  It  ought  to  remain  so. 


By  Queen  Arsem-O’Malley,  III 

Staff  Writer 


The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  has  taken  it 
upon  itself  to  “revitalize”  Downtown  Crossing.  In  fact,  it  created  a 
committee  to  spruce  up  the  area  back  in  1980,  and  the  area  is  still 
one  of  its  main  concerns.  But  what  about  those  of  us  who  do  not 
want  the  committee  to  take  these  blocks  and  manipulate  them 
for  its  own  needs?  After  being  bought  by  Macy’s,  Filene’s  highly 
publicized  demise  prompted  an  outcry  and  evoked  memories  of 
the  “Way  Things  Used  to  Be”  when  Jordan  Marsh  and  Filene’s 
competed  for  business  in  Downtown  Crossing,  Boston’s  (former) 
retail  center. 

What  went  wrong?  It’s  true,  Downtown  Crossing  is  not  a 
hangout  spot.  In  fact,  many  people  probably  try  to  avoid  it.  The 
BRAs  new  proposals — opening  the  pedestrian-only  streets  to  ve¬ 
hicles  and  adding  a  mall-like  ambiance  — aren’t  what  we  need.  The 
Oriental  Hotel  chain  is  building  one  of  the  most  opulent  hotels 
worldwide  in  the  Back  Bay,  the  Ritz-Carlton  recently  has  expanded 
and  the  South  End  has  been  taken  over  by  luxury  condos  and  ritzy 
restaurants.  We  don’t  need  more  rich  business  people  living  in  mil- 
lion-dollar  apartments  in  Boston.  We  need  a  place  where  everyone, 
young  and  old,  tourist  and  resident,  can  enjoy  him  or  herself. 

The  absence  of  vehicles  is  one  of  the  best  things  about 
Downtown  Crossing.  This  shouldn’t  change.  With  no  huge  delivery 
trucks  barreling  toward  you  or  no  speeding  cars  whizzing  past,  it’s 
one  place  where  you  don’t  have  to  look  both  ways  before  crossing 
the  streets.  Boston’s  tourist  charm  lies  in  its  old,  historical  streets 
that  were  once  galloped  down  by  Paul  Revere.  If  all  this  were  to 
be  changed,  we  won’t  have  to  worry  about  it  being  accessible  to 
tourists,  because  there  won’t  be  any. 

But  what  about  the  goods?  The  stores  that  draw  shoppers 
now  include  Filene’s  Basement  (temporarily  closed),  H&M,  DSW, 
Claire’s,  Marshalls,  Borders,  Wet  Seal  and  a  diverse  yet  somewhat 
sketchy  food  court.  But  have  you  ever  walked  down  the  tiny  streets 
that  everyone  misses?There  are  little  bookstores,  fabric  stores  and 
other  places  that  you  wouldn’t  go  into  unless  you  happened  to  be 
passing  by  and  to  see  them.  These  are  the  places  that  we  need  more 
of  in  Downtown  Crossing.  One  of  the  BRA’s  proposed  tenants  for 
the  new  neighborhood  was  Target.  We  don't  need  to  replace  these 
small,  independent  businesses  and  old-name  department  stores 
with  a  huge  national  chain.  In  fact,  if  the  city  wants  to  “revitalize” 
the  area,  why  is  it  driving  out  small  businesses  instead  of  welcoming 
them  in?  Brookline  Village,  with  its  collection  of  small  restaurants 
and  cafes,  independent  bookstores  and  other  shops,  has  kept  out 
large  retailers.  Why  can’t  we  have  the  same  type  of  area? 

A  final  concern  for  the  city  is  Downtown  Crossing’s  perceived 
“seediness, ”  especially  after  rush  hour,  when  few  people  are  around. 
Having  more  restaurants  to  keep  people  close  by  after  regular  hours, 
combined  with  longer  store  hours  on  weekends  and  more  security 
in  the  area  would  increase  foot  traffic  considerably  and  boost  con¬ 
sumerism,  which  in  turn  would  attract  more  businesses,  which  in 
turn  would  draw  more  people.  Notice  a  pattern? 

You  see,  the  “Little  Crossing  That  Could”  doesn’t  need  all 
that  much  help.  With  a  tew  simple  changes,  the  whole  place  could 
be  turned  into  a  cheery,  bustling  center  of  commerce  once  again. 
The  first  thing  the  city  needs  to  encourage  a  more  positive  view  of 
the  place.  The  last  thing  we  need  to  do  is  to  spend  years  of  plan¬ 
ning  and  millions  of  dollars  “revitalizing”  an  area  that  simply  needs 
a  little  attention. 


“I  don’t  go  there  that  much,  but 
when  I  do,  I  just  walk  around  —  the 
stores  are  too  expensive.” 

— Michelle  Romero,  II 


“No,  weird  people  are  down 
there.” 

—Huy  Vo,  III 


“Yes,  I  do  because  there 
good  stores  there.” 


“Sometimes,  it  has  a  lot  of  stores, 
but  it's  really  crowded  and  when  you  try 
to  get  there  by  train  it  takes  a  while.” 


— Nick  Faulkner,  V 


“No,  because  all  they  have  are 
fancy  adult  clothes  stores.” 

— Johannah  Clifford,  VI 
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What's  black  and  white,  but  barely  red? 


By  Aurora  Baker,  II 

Staff  Writer 


There  is  something  amiss  when  a 
politically-minded  girl  like  myself  ends 
up  completely  ignoring  the  majority  of 
Forum  articles  every  time  the  Argo  comes 
out  .Just  why  is  this?  A  person  is  entitled 
to  his  or  her  opinions,  of  course,  and 
the  Forum  is 
a  great  way  to 
express  them. 

The  issue  here 
is  that  the 
majority  of 
the  time,  only 
one  particular 
opinion  is  be¬ 
ing  expressed. 

W  e 
know.  We  get  it 
already.  You  do 
not  like  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush,  or 
the  Iraq  War, 
or  the  handling 
of  a  nuclear 
Iran  and/or 
North  Korea, 
or  any  other 
of  the  myriad 
of  issues  that 
exist  in  the 
world  today. 

Congratula¬ 
tions,  you  have 

just  expressed  _ _ _ 

the  opinion  of 


never  mind  how  staunchly  Republican 
one’s  parents  are.  So,  while  I  generally 
support  and  agree  with  most  Republican 
policies,  I  sometimes  lean  more  towards 
the  left.  There  are  even  times  when  I  will 
just  sit  on  the  fence  because  I  just  do  not 
know  enough  about  an  issue  to  make  an 
informed  decision.  This  is  where  the 
trouble  starts. 


the  vast  majority  of  people  who  live  in 
Massachusetts  and  vote  for  Democrats. 
Take  a  bow. 

I  consider  myself  a  Republican; 
actually,  more  of  a  moderate  Republi¬ 
can — seventeen  years  of  living  in  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  what  some  call  the  bluest  state  in 
the  country  are  bound  to  have  an  impact, 


For  the  majority  of  the  time,  Demo¬ 
crats  give  me  massive  headaches  and  I 
despise  listening  to  or  reading  about  their 
rhetoric  because  I  just  do  not  agree  with 
what  they  have  to  say.  And,  unfortunately, 
some  of  the  more  political  articles  are 
written  with  a  distinctly  Democratic 
bent,  or  dare  I  say  liberal? 

What  I  want  to  see  are  more  articles 


that  discuss  the  opposing  view — the  view 
most  of  you  will  not  agree  with.  Surely  I 
am  not  the  only  person  with  Republican 
views  in  this  school!  Now,  you  are  prob¬ 
ably  asking,  “Aurora,  why  don’t  you  do  it 
yourself?”  It  is  a  valid  question.  My  an¬ 
swer  is  that  I  sometimes  feel  intimidated 
about  sharing  my  political  opinions.  I 
can  hear  the  gasps  of  shock  already.  It  is 
hard  to  express 
an  opinion  radi¬ 
cally  different 
from  those  of 
others.  As  much 
as  we  on  go 
about  valuing 
someone  for 
their  individ¬ 
uality,  people 
are  not  always 
accepting  of 
different  view¬ 
points.  As  a 
right-leaning 
non-conform¬ 
ist  at  Boston 
Latin  School, 

I  do  not  see  a 
\  lot  of  support 
§for  the  Re¬ 
publican  popu- 
j  lation  here.  For 
linstance.  The 
"  Young  Conser- 
svative  Leaders 
:  of  America  club 

_  is  still  listed  in 

the  agenda,  but 
what  ever  happened  to  it? 

I  suggest  that  the  Argo  implement 
a  way  to  share  both  views  on  a  particular 
topic,  somewhat  similar  to  the  Versus 
articles.  If  there  is  a  really  hot  issue  in 
politics,  get  both  sides  of  the  story  into 
the  paper — Democratic  and  Republican. 
Or,  if  for  some  reason  only  one  article  can 


fit,  publish  the  accompanying  one  in  the 
next  issue  or  encourage  the  student  body 
to  submit  rebuttals.  That  way,  the  average 
student  who  does  not  obsessively  read 
The  Boston  Globe  or  The  New  York  Times 
can  accurately  assess  a  certain  issue  and 
make  his  or  her  own  decision. 

The  beautiful  thing  about  having 
such  a  system  is  that  it  does  not  even  need 
to  be  limited  to  political  topics.  Everyone 
has  a  differing  opinion  on  everything, 
and  I  am  shocked  at  how  rarely  rebuttal 
articles  are  published.  In  fact,  here  is 
another  idea:  why  not  have  half  of  a  page 


/  WANT  TO  SEE  MORE  ARTICLES 
THAT  DISCUSS  THE  OPPOSING 
VIEW — THE  VIEW  MOST  OF  YOU 
WILL  NOT  AGREE  WITH. 


in  the  Forum  section  dedicated  to  reader 
replies  concerning  certain  articles?  The 
replies  do  not  have  to  be  long,  just  a  few 
sentences,  and  can  express  either  agreeing 
or  disagreeing  viewpoints  to  previously 
published  articles.  I  know  that  the  Boston 
Herald  has  part  of  its  Editorial  section 
dedicated  to  just  that,  and  I  am  willing 
to  bet  some  of  the  bigger  publications 
do  something  similar. 

Opinions  are  great,  but  they  are 
not  really  worth  much  if  they  are  not 
presented  side-by-side  with  an  opposing 
view.  They  do  not  have  to  be  Republican 
or  Democratic,  right  or  wrong;  they  just 
have  to  be  different. 


Abuse  Awareness  Is  Key  to  Prevention 


By  Rachel  Prime,  II 

Staff  Writer 


Stabbed.  Strangled.  Put  in  a  garbage 
bag  and  stashed  in  a  closet  to  die.  None 
of  that  should  be  a  part  of  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  a  healthy,  loving  relationship. 
This  past  April,  Siugerys  Garcia,  17,  was 
brutally  murdered  by  her  boyfriend,  Mi¬ 
chael  LeGrand.  A  native  of  Boston,  the 
teen  dropped  out  of  high  school  and  ran 
away  to  be  with  her  boyfriend  in  Florida. 
Throwing  her  college  dreams  out  the 
window,  Garcia  left  her  family  without 
notice  and  took  a  job  at  a  McDonald’s 
so  that  she  could  appease  LeGrand.  She 
definitely  got  a  little  more  than  she  bar 
gained  for. 

According  to  the  National  Insti¬ 
tutes  for  Health,  domestic  violence  is 
the  number  one  cause  of  injury  in  women 
aged  15-44.  Victims  who  suffer  from  an 
immense  amount  of  pain,  both  physical 
and  emotional,  often  result  in  depression 
and  anxiety.  The  problem  with  research¬ 
ing  spousal  abuse  is  that  few  people  report 
it,  and  when  it  does  become  known,  it  is 
often  too  late,  as  in  Garcia’s  case.  If  we 
have  groups  coming  into  public  schools 
preaching  abstinence  during  Health  class, 
then  why  can’t  we  have  informational  ses¬ 
sions  about  domestic  abuse?  It  is,  after 
all,  a  prominent  issue,  since  four  million 
women  are  affected  in  the  United  States 
every  year.  Sometimes  all  it  takes  are  cold 
hard  facts  and  a  few  disturbing  stories  to 
create  awareness. 

It  is  important  that  teenagers  are 
taught  early  about  the  signs  of  a  poten¬ 


tially  abusive  relationship.  A  key  factor  to 
remember  is  that  in  most  cases,  it’s  not 
about  anger:  it’s  about  instilling  fear,  feel¬ 
ing  powerful  and 
exerting  control. 

An  abuser  can  re¬ 
sort  to  all  sorts  of 
harassment,  be  it 
physical,  verbal  or 
even  sexual.  Gar- 
cia’s  family  never 
suspected  that  Le¬ 
Grand  would  be 
abusive.  One  of 
Garcia’s  sisters  de¬ 
scribed  LeGrand 
to  a  reporter  from 
The  Boston  Globe  as 
a  quiet  person  who 
was  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Garcia 
family.  You  just  can’t 
judge  a  book  by  its 
cover.  Ever. 

When  in  love, 
people  can  often 
lose  sight  of  mor 
als,  boundaries  and 
goals  in  life.  This  is 
a  situation  in  which 
the  popular  maxim, 

“love  is  blind,”  be¬ 
comes  quite  a  literal 
statement.  Women  who  are  victims  of 
abuse  often  find  themselves  in  situations 
where  they  are  afraid  to  leave  their  sig¬ 
nificant  other  or  believe  that  it’s  only  a 
phase  that  will  pass.  The  thing  is,  it’s  not 
angei — and  it  won’t  pass.  The  longer  you 


stay  in  an  abusive  relationship,  the  worse 
it  will  get.  The  fact  that  LeGrand  pres¬ 
sured  Garcia  to  drop  out  of  school  and  live 


with  him  in  Florida  was  already  an  omen; 
he  was  being  selfish  and  controlling.  Had 
he  really  loved  her,  he  would  have  cared 
about  her  education  and  family. 

Garcia  had  been  a  close  friend  of 
mine  in  elementary  school.  It  was  pain¬ 


ful  to  see  devastated  friends  and  family 
who  lost  this  innocent  girl  to  such  a  hor 
rific  tragedy  at  her  wake  and  funeral.  I 
remembered  her  as  such  an  independent, 
strong  and  outspoken  girl.  She  is  the 
last  person  I  would  have  imagined  to  be 
involved  in  such  a  terribly  abusive  rela¬ 
tionship.  Maybe  it  was  that  strong  sense 
of  independence  that  compelled  her  to 
keep  so  many  secrets  from  her  friends  and 
family.  Maybe  she  thought  that  she  could 
handle  everything  on  her  own.  There  are 
so  many  resources  that  women  can  use 
to  seek  help  if  they  need  it:  the  National 
Domestic  Violence  Hotline,  a  doctor 
or  hospital  emergency  room,  women’s 
shelter  or  crisis  center,  counselor,  mental 
health  facility  or  a  local  court. 

Fear  should  never  be  a  part  of  a 
relationship.  It  is  crucial  that  the  young 
people  in  our  society  be  informed  about 
abuse  and  the  help  available  to  them. 
Abuse  is  never  justified,  and  no  one  de¬ 
serves  to  be  hurt. 

Editor's  Note: 

Upon  request  of  Aurora  Baker 
along  with  other  individuals,  we 
will  reserve  space  in  next  year's  first 
issue  along  with  future  editions  of 
the  Argo  for  short  reader  responses. 
You  can  e-mail  your  thoughts,  ques¬ 
tions,  commentaries  or  criticisms 
of  any  recent  articles  to  blsargo. 
talkback@gmail.com.  Shoot  for 
between  150-300  words.  (No  double¬ 
spacing.)  We  look  forward  to  hear¬ 
ing  from  you! 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Forum 


This  Spring,  BLS  Stinks 


Bv  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

S  i  ah  Writer 


There  is  something  insidious  at 
Boston  Latin  School.  It  creeps  through 
the  halls,  up  stairwells  and  into  class¬ 
rooms.  It  attacks  people  when  they  are 
least  prepared  for  it,  leaving  them  unable 
to  cope  with  anything  going  on  around 
them.  I  am,  or  course,  talking  about  the 
rather  startling  odor  that  seems  to  be 
common  throughout  the  building. 
Personally,  I  first  noticed  it  about 
a  week  ago,  and  having  assumed 
it  to  be  from  the  boys’  bathrooms 
on  the  second  floor,  wrote  it  off  as 
just  a  passing  nuisance.  But  this  is  _ 
no  fickle  smell.  It  may  have  hung  * 
thick  in  the  air  tor  days,  weeks 
and,  dare  I  say  it,  months?  I  have 
a  nightmare  that  I  will  return  to 
school  in  September  to  find  that 
this  stench  has  ingrained  itself 
into  our  entire  building.  Should 
this  scourge  continue,  what  will 
become  of  our  beloved  and  historic 
monument  to  scholarship?  Will  78  Avenue 
Louis  Pasteur  forever  smell  of  poo? 

The  source  of  this  fragrance,  this 
perfume  of  the  pit,  lies  not  far  from  us. 
It  is  in  fact  located  just  a  short  distance 
away  at  Simmons  College.  Preliminary 
reports  suggested  that  the  odor  originated 
from  the  college’s  student  body,  but  a  later 
investigation  by  the  Argo’s  crack  team  of 
reporters  has  intimated  that  its  origin 
is  some  minor  construction.  It  is  this 
reporter’s  opinion  that  proper  construc¬ 
tion  methods  should  not  result  in  the 
release  of  a  noxious  cloud  of  flatulence 
onto  a  city  block.  In  fact,  it  is  my  opinion 


that  nothing  should  release  a  bock-wide 
fart  smell  anywhere. 

Upon  undertaking  the  challenge  of 
writing  this  article  I  decided  to  do  a  little 
research  into  this  very  venerable,  very 
fetid  neighboring  institution  and,  upon 
exploring  its  website,  discovered  that  it 
has  a  focus  on  heath  studies.  As  anyone 
would  advise  me  if  such  a  smell  issued 
from  my  body,  I  urge  Simmons  to  get 
that  checked  out.  Seriously,  there  seems 


HE  SCENT  TRANSCENDS  BOTH  TIME  AND  SPACE. 

no  reason  for  such  a  stench  to  linger  for 
so  long.  Mad  the  construction  workers 
not  noticed  that  they  had  unleashed  the 
unpleasant  smell?  Are  they  themselves 
content  to  work  day  in  and  day  out  in  such 
proximity  to  this  Bostonian  manifestation 
of  the  netherworld? 

The  most  rational  explanation  has 
been  the  presence  of  sulfur  in  the  soil. 
“It  probably  doesn’t  help  that  we’re  on 
the  fens.  The  idea  is  that  gases  have  been 
released  from  the  ground  because  of 
all  the  stuff  being  jostled  around  down 
there”  says  an  anonymous  source,  a  self- 
proclaimed  noxious  gas  expert  and  fart- 
victim  advocate.  While  the  distinct  stench 


may  not  be  totally  the  fault  of  Simmons 
College's  president  Susan  C.  Scrimshaw, 
Ph.D,  it  is  my  belief  that  she  and  her 
college  are  not  free  of  blame.  Certainly, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  we  who  are 
suffering  for  the  college’s  benefit.  To  use 
an  analogy,  what  Simmons  is  doing  is  like 
someone  enjoying  a  delicious  lunch  and  in 
the  process  of  enjoying  that  lunch,  stabs 
the  person  next  to  them  in  the  eye  with 
his  or  her  fork.  Totally  not  cool. 

I  Therefore,  I  think  that  Sim¬ 
mons  should  make  reparations  for 
assaulting  our  nostrils  on  a  daily  basis. 
There  are  several  ways  in  which  it 
could  make  amends  tor  this  aromatic 
injustice.  Sharper  Image®  sells  a 
portable  air  filtration  system  called 
the  Quadra  Ionic  Breeze®,  which,  if 
placed  in  every  room  in  the  building, 
''  tecan  sufficiently  clear  the  nasty  smell 
S  out  of'the  school.  Our  government 
Jalso  offers  a  handy  dandy  solution. 
«  The  EPA’s  Office  of  Air  and  Radiation 
(OAR),  Indoor  Environments  Division 
(I ED)— seriously,  I’m  not  making  this 
up — suggests  an  electrostatic  precipitator 
or  charged-media  filter  (still  not  making 
it  up)  to  clear  the  air.  That,  or  Simmons 
can  pave  over  that  giant,  stinking  hole  in 
its  backyard.  Either  way’s  cool. 

Whether  or  not  we  install  a  mul- 
timillion-dollar,  untested  air  filtration 
system,  one  thing  is  for  sure:  we  cannot  go 
on  like  this  much  longer.  School  should  be 
a  place  where  we  suffer  due  to  immense, 
crippling  psychological  pressure,  not  olfa- 
catory  discomfort.  We  as  a  student  body 
need  to  show  some  unity  and  courage  to 
get  this  problem  solved,  because  right 
now,  it  smells  really,  really  bad. 


Orange  Alert:  PJs  in  Our  Midst 


By  Erica  Moise,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Dark  skin  is  officially  in.  As  an  AT 
rican-American  female,  I  suppose  I  can 
say  that  I’m  “fortunate”  to  be  born  with 
something  that  eventually  turned  into 
a  trend.  When  I  sit  in  class  and  see  my 
white,  Asian  and  Hispanic  counterparts,  I 
see  that  little  by  little,  they  are  becoming 
darker.  Many  of  them  have  cited  tanning 
as  the  cause,  and  I  immediately  grew 
concerned.  Teenagers  generally  know  that 
tanning  is  bad  for  them,  as  it  is  the  lead¬ 
ing  cause  of  skin  cancer  and  melanoma, 
but  still,  some  teens  have  not  heeded  the 
warning  signs  thrown  at  them.  For  reasons 
previously  stated,  I  myself  will  never  have 
the  urge  to  go  into  a  salon  and  fry,  but  for 
some  people,  it  is  a  hobby,  a  pastime  and 
for  a  few,  an  addiction. 

I  understand  that  this  is  a  trend,  but 
one’s  health  should  never  be  compromised 
in  the  name  of  fads.  Instead,  I  suggest 
using  the  less  harmful  way  to  get  that 
golden  brown  skin:  lotion.  Some  lotions 
may  have  side  effects,  but  it  is  safer  to  use 
them  than  to  go  into  a  tanning  booth.  I 
personally  think  that  this  is  the  best  so¬ 
lution  for  those  young  girls  wanting  the 
gilded  look  and  yet  still  be  healthy  Some 
people  detest  their  pale  white  skin,  and 
while  tanning  may  give  it  a  little  zest, 
please  don’t  turn  orange.  How  dark  is 
too  dark?  Everyone  has  his  and  her  own 
definition  of  “dark,”  especially  when  it 
comes  to  people  not  of  African  descent. 
Among  peer  pressures,  body  image  issues 
and  other  potentially  harmful  influences, 
tanning  is  relatively  new.  Summer  is  com¬ 
ing  up  and  some  people  will  want  to  tan 
naturally  by  staying  out  in  the  sun.  Wear 
lots  of  sun  block  and  try  not  to  get  burned. 
Remember  the  famous  line  of  advice: 


“Love  the  skin  you’re  in.” 

On  the  flipside,  some  people  love 
the  pajamas  they’re  in.  I  know  that  most 
of  us  grow  comfortable  after  passing 
through  the  halls  of  Boston  Latin  School 
for  countless  years,  but  some  of  us  look 
like  we  are  still  at  home  with  all  our  paja¬ 
mas.  Is  the  “I-just-got-out-of-bed-look”  at¬ 
tractive?  Not  to 

me.  Upon  enter  U>&h:&wi.  Opt¬ 
ing  this  school 
in  the  seventh 
grade,  there  are 
a  lot  of  things  I 
had  to  get  accus¬ 
tomed  to,  such 
as  dealing  with 
the  homework 
load,  sitting  in 
school  for  six 
and  a  half  hours 
a  day  and  seeing 
my  classmates  in 
pajamas. 

Can  some¬ 
one  please  tell 
me  how  pajamas 
are  appropriate 
apparel  for  the 

business  of  education?  At  first,  I  thought 
that  people  wearing  them  just  woke  up 
and  went  straight  to  school,  without  a 
shower  or  attention  to  hygiene.  Of  course, 
this  is  not  true  for  most  (hopefully  all)  of 
those  who  wear  pajamas.  Growing  up,  I 
always  saw  pajama  pants  with  slippers, 
not  sneakers.  These  days,  the  majority  of 
responses  I  get  when  I  ask  the  dooming 
question  “Why  the  heck  are  you  wearing 
pajama  pants?!”  is  “they’re  comfortable.” 
Well,  listen  up.  Sweatpants  are  not  that 
much  different  from  pajama  pants — invest 
in  a  pair.  This  is  not  meant  to  offend  those 
loyal  to  pajama  pants,  because  I  think  they 


are  brave  individuals.  I,  for  one,  will  never 
be  caught  wearing  pajama  pants  outside 
of  my  house.  I  can’t  bear  the  thought  of 
people  wondering  whether  or  not  I  show¬ 
ered  that  morning. 

When  the  cheerleaders  were  selling 
pajama  pants  back  in  March,  almost  every 
girl  in  the  school,  myself  included,  bought 
a  pair,  if  not  two. 
To  my  amazement, 
some  girls  wore  the 
jammies  the  same 
day  the  pants  arrived 
at  school!  The  urge 
to  wear  the  purple 
and  black  pajamas 
was  burning  in  some 
girls.  Not  a  moment 
could  be  spared. 
Nowadays,  you  will 
see  those  pajamas 
in  the  hallway,  in 
the  dining  hall  or  in 
your  classes.  As  the 
weather  gets  warmer, 
the  number  of  pa¬ 
jama  pants  kicking 
around  will  get  fewer 
and  fewer.  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  so  far,  pajama  boxer  shorts 
have  not  replaced  the  traditional  pajama 
pants  towards  the  end  of  the  school  yeai — 
and  I  hope  they  never  will.  I  would  love  to 
see  the  reaction  of  the  student  body  if  the 
school  suddenly  decided  to  prohibit  the 
wearing  of  pajamas,  but  I  do  not  see  that 
happening  in  the  near  future.  I  won’t  lie. 
Some  of  the  pajamas  you  sport  are  cute 
and  you  would  best  believe  that  I  have 
some  cute  ones  too,  but  you  will  only  get 
to  see  them  if  I  have  a  slumber  party.  So, 
my  dear  schoolmates,  please  dress  respon¬ 
sibly.  There’s  a  time  and  place  for  pajamas: 
at  home,  before  and  after  school. 


__  _  Page  " 

Why  didn't  BLS 
teach  me  how  to 
clean  a  toilet? 

By  Richard  Peng,  II 

Assistant  Layout  Editor 
It’s  that  time  of  the  year  again.  It 
brings  a  tear  to  my  eye  as  I  see  the  seniors 
walk  out  the  Boston  Latin  School  gates, 
never  to  return.  It  seems  as  if  my  world 
has  gone  completely  dark.  All  I  have  left 
to  comfort  me  in  my  hour  of  depression  is 
that  now,  the  juniors  can  sit  in  the  senior 
sections  of  the  cafeteria.  We  can  sit  there, 
right?  RIGHT?  I  swear  that  those  scats 
are  bigger  and  that  the  floor  is  slanted 
so  that  you  can  look  down  upon  the  rest 
of  the  cafeteria  from  the  throne  of  the 
senior  section. 

Up  until  last  week  or  so,  I  could 
not  wait  to  graduate,  to  leave  the  shel¬ 
ter  of  BLS,  and  to  enter  the  real  world. 
Then  I  lost  my  wallet.  As  1  waited  in  the 
seemingly  motionless  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles  lines  to  get  my  permit  replaced, 
I  realized  the  unsavoriness  that  some  as¬ 
pects  of  the  “real  word”  presents.  Waiting 
at  the  RMV  should  be  considered  a  crime 
against  humanity  It  dawned  on  me  that 
going  out  into  the  world  might  not  be  as 
rewarding  as  it  initially  seemed. 

There’s  something  surreal  about 
standing  right  by  the  wrought-iron  BLS 
gate  and  looking  across  the  street  at  the 
Harvard  Medical  building.  It  feels  as  if  by 
standing  on  the  inside,  you’re  in  this  safe 
sheltered  world,  protected  from  the  harsh 
realities,  which  lie  in  a  different  world  only 
a  footrstep  outside.  When  you  do  step 
outside,  understand  that  there  are  those 
slow-working  RMV  clerks,  waiting  in  the 
shadows,  ready  to  ambush  you. 

On  the  bright  side,  the  world  has  so 
much  to  offer.  I  mean,  there  is  no  home¬ 
work,  there  are  no  curfews  and  there  are 
no  detentions  or  tests.  There’s  also  your 
own  apartment,  car  and  picture  of  (oh 
yeah)  Jessica  Alba,  who  is  out  there  too.  I 
suppose  nothing  is  perfect.  Sure,  Alba  is 
out  there,  but  in  return  you  have  to  be  able 
to  do  your  taxes,  cook  and  clean  without 
any  assistance.  I  can’t  wait  to  get  my  own 
apartment,  but  cleaning  the  bathroom 
isn’t  something  I’m  looking  forward  to. 

That  is  what  BLS  is  all  about,  isn’t  it? 
It  is  preparing  us  to  enter  the  cold,  harsh, 
RMV-fiiled  world.  It’s  in  the  mission 
statement:  “preparation  for...  a  rewarding 
life.”  I’ve  spent  five  years  here,  however, 
and  I  still  don’t  know  how  to  use  a  brush  to 
clean  my  toilet  properly  As  for  cooking,  I 
only  know  how  to  make  instant  noodles. 

Maybe  I  got  it  wrong.  Maybe  BLS 
isn’t  about  learning  how  to  cook,  clean  and 
file  taxes.  I  suppose  that  its  purpose  is  to 
get  you  into  a  place  that  does:  college.  I 
suppose  that  when  you  step  off  of  Boston 
Latin's  grounds  you’re  not  going  out  into 
the  world,  but  to  another  school.  I  mean, 
Emmanuel  is  across  the  street,  Mass  Art 
is  behind  us,  and  we’re  sandwiched  in 
between  MCPHS  and  Simmons. 

Either  way,  I’ve  still  got  a  year  to 
figure  out  how  to  perform  all  of  these 
activities  on  my  own,  and  for  you  unlucky 
’lil  underclassmen,  you’ve  got  what,  five, 
maybe  six  years  to  go  (that’s  1826  and 
2192  days— I  included  leap  years  so  you 
sixies  will  have  had  to  spend  an  extra  day 
longer  here  than  I).  And  no  matter  how 
unforgiving  the  world  seems,  I’m  still 
looking  forward  to  signing  out  a  month 
early.  I  mean,  the  seniors  are  gone  and  I’ve 
still  got  twenty-five  days,  fourteen  hours, 
thirty-seven  minutes,  and  twenty-four 
seconds  until  vacation  (when  you  read 
this,  a  few  days  will  have  gone  by,  and  once 
you  finish  this  sentence,  you  can  take  off 
a  few  more  seconds). 
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Disciplining  Georgie,  et  al. 


By  Ben  Colb,  III 

Staff  Writer 


It  was  from  November  1945  to 
October  1946  when  24  Nazi  leaders  were 
tried  at  the  city  of  Nuremberg  for  crimes 
they  had  committed  during  World  War  II. 
Each  of  these  men  were  tried  according  to 
the  so-called  London  Charter,  decreed  on 
August  8,  1945,  which  has  since  become 
the  basis  for  international  law.  The  crimes 
listed  by  the  document  were  separated  into 
three  categories:  crimes  against  peace,  war 
crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity  While 
the  latter  two  deal  specifically  with  acts 
perpetrated  against  civilian  populations 
in  times  of  war  or  peace,  a  crime  against 
peace  was  categorized  as  the  “supreme 
international  crime,”  by  U.S.  Attorney 
General  Robert  Jackson. 

A  war  of  aggression  was  and  still  is 
described  as  an  unprovoked  attack  on  the 
integrity  and  sovereignty  of  another  nation. 
By  these  standards,  the  Bush  Administra¬ 
tion  is  certainly  culpable  of  the  supreme 
international  crime.  Whatever  the  motive 
given,  be  it  the  false  pretense  of  a  nuclear 
weapons  program  or  the  utterly  false  sug¬ 
gestion  of  links  to  terrorist  organizations, 


the  2003  invasion  of  Iraq— not  approved 
by  the  U.N.  Security  Council — falls  un¬ 
der  the  category  of  crimes  against  peace. 
Moreover,  with  the  everpresent  govern¬ 
ment  hype  of  a  possible  Iranian  nuclear 
weapons  program,  preventive  strikes  on 
Iranian  soil  are  beginning  to  seem  im¬ 
minent.  If  these  were  to  take  place,  they 
would  almost  certainly  not  be  sanctioned 
by  the  U.N.  Security  Council,  as  less  than  a 
year  ago  the  International  Atomic  Energy 
Agency  called  a  U.S.  congressional  report 
on  nuclear  activity  in  Iran  “erroneous” 
and  “misleading.”  While  an  attack  on 
Iran  has  seen  enthusiastic  support  from 
most  mainstream  Republican  presiden¬ 
tial  candidates  (e.g.  Sen.  John  McCain 
singing  “Bomb  bomb  bomb,  bomb  bomb 
Iran”),  even  more  disturbing  than  this  is 
the  Democratic  presidential  candidates’ 
reluctance  to  take  “any  options  off  the 
table,”  be  they  lawful  options  or  not.  Now, 
I  don’t  believe  that  any  of  the  current 
contenders  (Obama,  Clinton,  Richardson) 
are  actually  interested  in  any  of  these  “op¬ 
tions”  behind  closed  doors,  but  still,  their 
constant  attempts  to  show  voters  that 
they’re  “as  tough  as  the  Republicans”  will 
only  encourage  reckless  foreign  policy. 


But  lets  go  back  to  1945,  when  listr- 
ings  of  the  violations  of  the  laws  of  war 
fell  under  a  rather  broad  category  in  the 
London  Charter.  Some  of  the  laws  dealt 
with  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  and 
overlapped  with  the  category  of  crimes 
against  humanity,  including  slavery  and 
human  extermination.  War  crimes  also 
included  the  “plunder  of  public  or  private 
property”  as  well  as  “wanton  destruction 
of  cities  and  towns.”  In  relation  to  the 
former,  there  was  certainly  plunder  of 
Iraqi  wealth  by  the  U.S.-appointed  Coali¬ 
tion  Provisional  Authority,  led  by  L.  Paul 
Bremer,  that  ruled  the  country  for  over 
a  year.  It  was  during  Bremer’s  tenure 
that  nearly  200  non-petroleum  state-run 
industries  in  Iraq  were  privatized  and 
sold.  Additionally,  nearly  300,000  Iraqi 
soldiers  as  well  as  around  200,000  Iraqi 
civil  servants  were  fired  by  the  new  Iraqi 
government.  This  was  part  of  a  plan  by 
U.S.-based  multinationals  and  the  local 
officials  within  their  influence  to  build  a 
more  corporation-friendly  Iraq. 

Probably  the  most  notorious  case 
of  indiscriminate  bombing  and  wanton 
destruction  by  coalition  forces  in  Iraq  took 
place  in  2004  at  Fallujah.  This  followed 


the  lynching  of  several  U.S.  contractors 
working  for  Blackwater  USA — a  private 
military  firm — by  an  angry  mob.  The 
bombing  was  a  joint  effort  between  U.S. 
and  Shia  security  forces  to  quell  an  uprising 
of  predominantly  Sunnis.  In  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  coalition  forces 
laid  siege  to  the  city.  Today,  80  percent 
of  the  city’s  infrastructure  is  damaged 
or  destroyed,  including  three  of  the  four 
water  treatment  facilities  and  a  health 
center.  During  the  siege,  the  Red  Cross 
condemned  both  sides  involved  for  their 
“utter  contempt  for  humanity”  Soon  after 
ward,  the  U.S.  tried  to  prevent  the  Iraq’s 
Red  Crescent  organization  from  gaining 
access  to  the  battleground.  According  to 
the  Red  Crescent,  more  than  half  of  the 
city’s  pre-war  population  was  displaced  in 
those  two  months,  with  several  hundred 
civilians  killed.  Today,  the  city  is  a  waste¬ 
land,  devoid  of  electricity  and  sanitation 
like  much  of  the  country.  No  one  can  tell 
what  will  become  of  Iraq.  This  is  Bush’s 
war  now — and  the  war  is  lost.  No  nation, 
including  the  United  States,  should  be 
above  the  law  and  hopefully,  future  ad¬ 
ministrations  will  be  held  accountable  for 
these  violations. 


A  New  Bedtime  for  Boston 


By  Robert  Fitzpatrick,  VI 

Contributing  Writer 


Boston  has  a  problem.  In  such  an 
immense  city,  there  are  many  people  who 
want  to  spend  their  nights  downtown. 
As  a  Bostonian,  I  know 
that  I  like  to  be  out  at 
night.  You,  too,  prob¬ 
ably  want  to  spend  your 
nights  with  friends,  but 
this  summer,  we  can¬ 
not.  Boston’s  lights-out 
has  always  been  at  10 
p.m.  With  the  turn  of 
seasons  there  needs  to 
be  change.  We  ought 
to  be  able  to  go  out 
and  enjoy  the  warm 
nights  downtown.  The 
tourists  who  want  to  see  Boston  by  night 
now  cannot.  They  are  turned  away  by 
employees  wiping  off  restaurant  tables. 
Restaurants  need  to  delay  their  unwel¬ 
coming  “CLOSED”  signs  for  just  a  few 


more  hours. 

In  my  experience,  the  only  part  of 
Boston  that  stays  open  past  10  p.m.  is  one 
street:  Hanover  Street.  Many  of  my  sum¬ 
mer  nights  are  spent  there  in  the  North 
End,  and  that  is  what  the  rest  of  Boston 
should  shoot  for. 
Being  out  late  is  ex¬ 
hilarating,  especially 
when  you  see  all  the 
faces  of  the  city’s 
night  owls — usually 
those  who  are  above 
the  drinking  age  and 
want  to  exercise 
their  privileges.  On 
my  way  home  past 
the  Boston  Com¬ 
mon  and  the  Theater 
District,  no  place  in 
sight  is  open.  All  the  lights  should  be  on, 
beckoning  as  many  customers  as  they  pos¬ 
sibly  can.  Is  Boston  trying  to  steer  away 
the  youth  and  party  crowds? 

Tourism  is  dismal  in  Boston  par 


tially  because  there  are  few  signs  to  guide 
visitors,  especially  to  the  best  places.  And 
closing  the  city  early  clearly  doesn’t  help 
the  situation.  People  clad  in  Red  Sox  gear 
and  sporting  cameras  in  each  arm  can 
only  take  a  picture  of  a  dark  and  desolate 
street  corner.  We  want  to  welcome  them 
to  our  great  city,  one  whose  positive 
aspects  we  should  be  flaunting  for  more 
than  just  eight  hours  a  day.  Visitors  are 
not  the  only  ones  we  should  take  into 
consideration. 

With  the  right  precautions  we 
could  also  make  the  city  safer.  All  of 
Boston  would  not  need  to  stay  open  at 
night — instead,  only  all  the  best  places 
to  tour  would  remain  accessible,  such  as 
the  Common,  Downtown  Crossing  and 
the  Prudential.  We  can  have  the  police 
stationed  in  these  hubs  to  keep  the  area 
calm  and  safe.  We  want  parents  to  feel 
that  their  kids  are  safe  and  not  in  danger 
of  being  mugged.  It  will  be  even  safer  for 
kids  to  be  around  stores  and  restaurants 
than,  for  instance,  in  an  abandoned  parkr 


ing  lot  in  their  neighborhood.  Transporta¬ 
tion  will  be  a  breeze  if  buses  were  to  run 
later,  similar  to  their  Night  Owl  service 
that  was  cut  by  the  MBTA  in  July  2005 
due  to  budget  limitations.  We  can  even 
have  a  shuttle  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays 
from  surrounding  states,  so  that  more 
people  can  get  a  taste  of  Boston’s  city  life. 
The  buses  can  leave  in  the  late  afternoon 
and  return  tourists  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning.  This  would  be  a  solution 
that  everyone  can  agree  on. 

With  summer  omes  freedom,  some¬ 
thing  we  high  school  students  have  not 
experienced  for  nine  months.  We  want 
to  be  able  to  stay  up  late  and  go  out  with 
our  friends.  How  can  we  take  advantage 
of  the  summer  season  by  having  so  few 
establishments  for  minors  to  hang  out 
after  sundown?  The  answer  is  that,  for 
now,  we  can’t.  Boston  must  realize  that 
the  solution  to  its  early  bedtime  problem 
is  to  keep  the  doors  open  longer  and  let 
the  people  appreciate  the  hours  of  early 
morning. 


Road  Rage  in  The  Crosswalk 


By  James  Fitzpatrick,  II 

Staff  Writ  er 


Hi...  I  know,  I  know.  We  haven’t 
spoken  in  a  while,  but  I  don’t  want  this 
to  be  awkward  or  anything.  You  still  look 
nice.  I  hope  you  remember  me;  I  used 
to  write  those  comedic-style  articles. 
Come  on,  you  know  like  the  one  about 
weathermen  or  the  letter  to  the  school’s 
arsonist.  Hmm.  Well,  I  can’t  blame  you 
for  forgetting  about  me.  There  has  been  a 
lot  of  funny  in  the  Argo  this  year:  Richard 
Peng  (II)  is  always  a  little  humorous  in 
his  pieces  and  Andrew  DeStefano’s  (II) 
sports  articles  are  so  bad  that  they’ve 
gotta  be  jokes. 

I  don’t  mean  to  seem  jealous  though. 
I  really  don’t  mind  that  you’ve  been  read¬ 
ing  other  writers.  It’s  just  that  I’ve  heard 
some  names  floating  around  about  me, 
namely  “lazy.”  But  it’s  only  taken  me  what, 
September,  October...  10  months  to  crank 
an  article  out?  Big  deal,  I’ve  been  busy. 
Plus,  it’s  no  coincidence  that  I’ve  waited 
until  now  to  publish  my  next  great  article; 
this  is  the  senior  graduation  issue,  you 
know,  the  only  one  that  anyone  keeps  for 


more  than  a  month.  So  now  that  we’re 
reacquainted,  with  no  further  ado:  I  pres¬ 
ent  my  next  life-altering,  mind-numbing, 
society-investigating  piece  on  the  subject 
of.. .people. 

Wait.  I  know  what  you’re  thinking. 
It’s  either,  “Why  am  I  still  reading  this?” 
or  “I  really  should  try  to  extricate  myself 
from  that  ‘special’  relationship  that  I’ve 
recently  started  with  someone  who  may 
be  related  to  me.”  Either  way,  keep  read¬ 
ing.  Because  this  article  isn’t  about  just  any 
type  of  people,  but  the  worst,  the  most 
ignorant  and  vile  spawn  of  humanity  that 
ever  sucked  the  everdepleting  nutrients 
out  of  the  earth.  That’s  right,  I’m  talking 
about  pedestrians. 

Seriously,  what  is  with  them?  They 
are  always  in  the  way.  I’m  not  talking 
about  the  person  who  walks  down  the 
street  to  buy  a  Coke,  or  go  to  the  park, 
or  try  to  blend  in  while  walking  away 
from  a  bank  robbery.  Instead,  I  mean  the 
pedestrians  who  use  their  feet  as  if  they 
were  the  fastest  and  most  efficient  means 
of  transportation.  “How  can  I  spot  these 
demons?”  you  may  be  asking  this  page 
of  newspaper.  Well,  the  easiest  way  to 


do  this  is  with  the  button  method.  You 
know,  those  silver  buttons  at  crosswalks, 
which  I  hope  you,  lovely  reader,  have 
never  pressed?  Simply  put, 
these  people  press  it.  And 
not  just  once,  but  enough 
so  that  their  grandchildren 
will  be  able  to  cross  the 
street  without  looking. 

For  those  of  you  who  drive, 
have  ever  been  in  a  car, 
or  can  even  just  spell  the 
word,  you  know  that  it  is 
the  button  that  makes  you 
think  unhappy  thoughts. 

Why?  Because  when  you 
see  it  being  pressed,  you 
are  guaranteed  to  be  sitting 
at  that  intersection  for  the  scientifically 
measured  35.42  seconds  that  it  takes  some¬ 
one  to  cross  the  street. 

According  to  we-dont-have- 
roadrage-we-just-hate-pedestrians.com, 
when  that  button  is  pushed,  there  is  a 
significant  increase  in  desire  to  “This  is 
Sparta!”-kick  the  pusher  down  a  manhole. 
In  fact,  many  people  have  sought  inspira¬ 
tion  from  Dennis  the  Menace  and  glued 


thumbtacks  to  these  buttons.  (Were  this 
school  not  so  full  of  pedestrian  sympathiz¬ 
ers  I  would  have  dropped  a  =)  after  that 
last  sentence.)  No  one  seems 
to  be  able  to  figure  out  why 
pedestrians  cannot  wait  for 
a  red  light  to  cross.  Is  it  that 
difficult  to  wait  until  there 
are  no  cars  going  by  before 
using  the  crosswalk?  I  only 
drive  on  the  sidewalk  when 
there  are  no  pedestrians  on 
it.  I  don’t  ever  get  out  of  the 
car  and  tell  them  that  I  need 
to  drive  on  the  sidewalk, 
unless  I’m  hurrying  home 
to  see  Grey's  Anatomy. 

I  don’t  mean  for  this 
article  to  seem  biased  towards  drivers, 
and  especially  not  as  racially  biased  as 
the  white  stick  figure  who  tells  you  that 
it’s  okay  to  walk,  so  I’ll  list  some  other  of- 
fenses  of  pedestrians.  They  never  stop  at 
your  lemonade  stand,  they  never  support 
your  car  wash  fundraiser,  they  don’t  help 
you  when  you’re  struggling  to  carry  stuff, 
they  don’t  smile,  they  worship  the  Devil, 
and.. .ugh...  they  hate  children. 
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To  you  and  all  yoor  '07 
Friends  and  Classmates 
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What  is  there  to  say  in  a  farewell 
to  all  of  you  stuck  at  BLS  for  at  least 
another  year?  It  was  hard  enough  writ¬ 
ing  a  speech  to  give  at  graduation  to  the 
people  I’ve  spent  the  last  six  years  with. 
I  only  really  know  a  handful  of  you,  and 
any  sort  of  “good-bye,  I’ll  miss  you” 
would  just  end  up  sounding  like  another 
one  of  the  taunts  you  heard  all  of  us 
singing  in  the  dining  hall  on  our  last  day: 
“You  have  to  stay!”  And  it’s  somewhat 
true.  We  seniors  can  feel  your  pain  as  you 
contemplate  yet  another  year  of  BLS,  but 
right  now  we’re  all  gloating  over  the  fact 
that  we’re  finally  out  of  here  and  on  to 
bigger  and  better  things. 

So  what  else  to  write  about?  Advice 
that  I  might  be  able  to  give  all  of  you? 
Let’s  see.  Sixies:  lose  those  roily  bags,  and 
get  a  growth  spurt.  Fivesies:  if  you  haven’t 
gotten  started  on  that  growth  spurt  yet, 
you  better  find  it  quick,  before  you  enter 
high  school  still  looking  like  a  sixie.  And 
I  hope  you  had  fun  this  year,  because 
eighth  grade  is  probably  your  easiest 


year  at  BLS;  it  will  only  get  worse.  Fresh¬ 
men:  you 
took  it 
easy  and 
slacked 
off  this 
year 
didn’t 
you? 

Better 
work  ex¬ 
tra  hard 
next  year. 

Once 
college 
appli¬ 
cations 
come 
around, 
you’ll  be 
regret¬ 
ting  your 
fresh¬ 
man  year 

grades  (saywha?  Yeah,  colleges  look  at 


at 


your  freshman  grades).  Sophomores: 

^everything 
■bad  you’ve 
'heard 
ut  ju- 
ior  year 
s  prob- 
true. 
uniors: 
you’ve 
a 

year, 
robably 
tough- 
yet.  Is 
year 
y  better? 
ope,  it’s 
Get 
ted  on 
>e  col- 
appli- 
ions. 
And  pace 

yourself,  or  you’ll  burn  out  if  you  haven’t 


already. 

Seems  like  I’ve  got  a  rather  nega¬ 
tive  outlook  on  BLS  doesn’t  it?  There 
have  certainly  been  some  many  moments 
I’d  rather  forget.  But  for  what  it's  worth, 
despite  all  of  the  bad  memories  I  may 
attach  to  it,  I  will  still  miss  the  school, 
good  and  bad.  With  time,  I  suppose  the 
cynicism  will  fade  too,  and  at  my  50th 
reunion,  I’ll  come  back  with  nothing 
but  rosy  memories  of  my  time  here  (or 
perhaps  I  won’t  remember  anything  due 
to  the  onset  of  Alzheimer’s).  As  for  now, 
all  I  can  say  is  work  through  your  bad 
moments  here  and  enjoy  the  good  while 
you  can,  since  you  won’t  have  a  chance  to 
go  through  high  school  again  (not  that 
you’d  want  to). 

Don’t  despair:  for  all  of  you,  your 
last  day  of  BLS  will  come  sooner  or  later. 
Hope  that  it  comes  sooner  rather  than 
later,  but  from  experience,  it  will  prob¬ 
ably  feel  like  later. 

-  Shuang  Wu 


Notes  from  the  Salutatorian 


I  am  ready  to  say  goodbye. 

The  bawling  and  wailing  I’ll  be  do¬ 
ing  at  graduation  will  probably  belie  my 
words  now,  but  most  of  my  experiences 
at  BLS  will  not  be  at  the  top  of  my  list 
of  nostalgic  memories  for  the  past  six 
years.  While  one  of  them  in  particular 
was  definitely  the  happiest  of  my  life  (yes, 
Dr.  Neary,  I  will  never  forget  chasing  you 
around  a  pillar),  here,  some  of  them  have 
also  been  my  worst,  or  at  least  my  most 
shameful.  For  instance,  I  never  again  want 
to  be  seen  crying  after  bombing  a  math 
test;  getting  so  upset  over  a  test  is  lame. 
I  really  need  to  learn  to  chill. 

However,  that’s  one  important  part 
of  what  I  learned  here.  I  need  to  chill.  I 
also  learned  that  Dr.  Neary’s  frequent, 
witty  insults  and  constant  efforts  to  elude 
my  company  suggest  I  just  might  not 
be  his  most  dearly  beloved  student.  For 
each  of  us,  the  lessons  are  different,  but 
we  did  learn  things  here  besides  Latin.  At 
least,  some  of  us  did.  Some  of  us  never 
learned  Latin  at  all.  And  no,  that  is  not 
criticism;  if  it  weren’t  for  a  couple  incred¬ 
ible  teachers,  who  shall  remain  unnamed, 
I  wouldn’t  even  know  even  a  smidgen. 
You  know  who  you  are,  Ms.  Trainor  and 
Ms.  Lewis. 

So  high  school  is  not  necessarily 
about  our  individual  specific  memories, 
as  vivid  or  shadowy  as  they  may  be.  It’s 
also  about  recognizing  our  weaknesses, 
our  strengths  (for  those  who  have  them), 


and  learning  to  try  and  fix  problems.  Just 
as  with  curing  addictions,  the  first  step 
in  addressing  problems  is  acknowledge¬ 
ment.  Not  that  I  would  know. 

It’s 
fortunate, 
though,  that 
the  changing 
situations 
and  rules  at 
BLS  (anyone 
who  truly 
believes 
the  Student 
Handbook  is 
the  rulebook 
is  quite  mis¬ 
taken)  force 
many  of  us 
to  recognize 
our  own  vic¬ 
es  and  deal 
with  them, 
or  we  ignore 
them  and 
sink.  This 
recognition 
is  important 
because  all 
of  us  but  the 
hermits  will  soon  be  entering  a  career 
world  that  is  only  flux,  with  no  set  rules 
and  where  no  standard  set  of  knowledge 
will  suffice  to  prepare  us  for  everything 
we  have  to  do.  Innovative  technology, 


changing  values,  increasing  population, 
whatever  the  cause,  we  live  in  a  constantly 
transforming  world.  This  environment 
probably  excites  many  people;  I  extend 

my  sincere 
ongratula- 
ions  to  those 
ucky  num- 
ers.  To  those 
ho  feel  as  I 
o  about  our 
future  —  quite 
frankly,  rather 
scared  -  an  at¬ 
titude  make- 
ver  defi¬ 
nitely  needs 
to  take  place 
this  summer. 

ersonally,  I 
suggest  full 
immersion  in 
the  benefits 
of  “change.” 
Really,  inti¬ 
mately  get 
o  know  your 
television,  dig 
ut  your  old 
Gameboy,  or 
simply  enjoy  the  necessary  summer  AC... 
which,  as  I  unfortunately  learned  from 
AP  Environmental,  contributes  to  ozone 
depletion  by  emitting  chlorofluorocar- 
bons  (incidentally,  my  favorite  word  to 


say).  By  August,  I  will  be  envying  all  those 
who  couldn’t  care  less  about  the  state  of 
our  environment. 

For  us,  not  everything  is  over  on 
June  nth.  While  hopefully  none  of  the 
Class  of  2007  (and  eventually,  2008  and 
onwards)  will  ever  have  to  deal  with 
nightmares  such  as  bathroom  passes,  non¬ 
existent  pools,  morning  tardy  detention 
-  an  obvious  example  of  the  futility  of  an 
eye-foran-eye  policy  -  again,  we  will  still 
encounter  instances  of  our  own  failures  in 
college  and  later.  Hopefully,  BLS  has  given 
us  enough  strength  and  flexibility  to  turn 
those  failures  into  successes.  So,  future 
and  current  graduates,  please  remember: 
value  yourself  enough  to  be  open  and 
grow,  care  about  the  environment,  and 
during  the  summer  migrate  to  a  latitude 
of  55  °  or  above  so  you  can  successfully 
resist  the  AC. 

While  all  the  above  may  have  been 
bogus,  I  can  confidently  speak  for  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  my  class  when  I  say  we  will  miss 
the  students  and  teachers  who  helped  us 
make  it,  and  wish  to  extend  our  apologies 
to  those  with  whom  it  just  never  worked 
out  -  we  will  not  miss  you  at  all.  We  are 
so  ready  to  say  goodbye.  So: 

Goodbye,  farewell,  good  and  bad 
riddance.  We  shall  return. 

-  Claudia  Tenen 

RS.  Nicole,  good  luck!  I  love  you. 


Remembering  Stephanie  Lam 


As  the  class  of  2007,  we’re  all  over 
joyed  as  we  walk  the  stage,  overwhelmed 
because  we  finally  “made  it”.  But  it’s  not 
exactly  so  picture  perfect.  We  all  didn’t 
make  it.  May  I  ask  how  many  students 
sat  together  in  those  sixie  clusters?  How 
many  freshmen  joined  us  in  2003?  And 
how  many  are  still  with  us  to  chant  class 
of  2007,  today? 

Some  have  stayed  behind, 
some  have  transferred  out  and  some 
were  “found  out”.  Yet  nothing  was  as 
comparable  to  the  losses  we  faced  in 
sophomore  year,  where  everyone  knew 
the  death  of  a  family  member,  teacher, 
alumni — just  too  many  from  the  BLS 
community.  Still  nothing  was  like  the 
death  of  Stephanie,  from  our  very  own 
class. 

The  immense  support  from 
each  other  and  the  tragedies  we  all  faced 
brought  us  so  much  closer  together 


as  friends.  We  are  loud  and  somewhat 
mischievous,  and  Steph  was  nonetheless 
as  outspoken  and  talented  as  the  rest  of 
her  class.  She  was  not  afraid  to  say  what 


on  her  mind.  She  had  a  refined  taste  for 
sweets,  including  Pocky  and  eye-candy, 
and  the  gift  of  creating  anything  pretty, 
from  html  layouts  to  BlueBear  collages. 


She  hated  being  short,  and  having  a 
high  pitched  voice,  but  it  added  to  her 
adorability.  She  was  on  the  swim  team 
and  held  together  the  Anime  Club, 
neither  of  which  have  been  the  same 
since.  She  offered  sugarcoated  energy 
and  gave  the  meanest  of  kicks.  Being 
her  friend  proved  to  be  just  as  sweet  and 
painful. 

Steph  was  all  this,  and  so  much 
more.  But  her  well  known  laugh  doesn’t 
grace  these  halls  as  we  seniors  sign  out. 
Stephanie  Lam  is  not  on  our  class  shirt. 
She  won’t  be  reminiscing  the  classes  and 
teachers  we  endured  5,  10  or  50  years 
from  now.  As  we  cross  the  stage  in  2007, 
with  our  tassels  flipped  and  our  smiles 
wide,  we  know  that  Steph  will  always 
be  a  part  of  us.  We  will  keep  her  in  our 
memories  as  part  of  the  Class  of  2007. 

-Sophia  Lai,  I 
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Training  is  everything.  The  peach  was  once  a  bitter  almond;  cauliflower  is 

nothing  but  cabbage  with  a  college  education." 


Ahmed.  Bilal 
Allen,  Jennica 
Allen,  Perrin 
Andoni,  Arjona 
Amous,  Julia 
Arthur,  Julie 
Attridge.  Daniel 
Band,  Ryan 
Bang,  Wilson 
Barry,  Edward 
Bartolomei,  Marina 
Baskin,  Michael 
Bias,  Marissa 
Bilodeau,  Rebecca 
Blake,  Jessie 
Blomquist,  Erik 
Bonnice,  Abigail 
Boone,  Anderson 
Boyle,  Lisa 
Brassil,  Brendan 
Brown,  Abigail 
Brown,  Amelia 
Brown,  Emily 
Burke,  Eamonn 
Burke,  Martin 
Bush.  Nicole 
Cai,  Liang 
Calcaterra.  Janet 
Calish,  Zoe 


Boston  C 
Tufts  U 
Dickinson  C 
Boston  U 
Harvard  C 
Arizona  State  U 
U  Mass 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
Bentley  C 
U  Mass 
U  Mass  Boston 
Harvard  C 
Johnson  &  Wales  U 
Wesleyan  U 
Salve  Regina  U 
Northeastern  U 
Boston  U 
Mass  C  Liberal  Arts 
Suffolk  U 
Suffolk  U 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass  Boston 
C  Holy  Cross 
Guilford  C 
Assumption  C 
U  Pittsburgh 
Bentley  C 
Endicott  C 
George  Washington  U 


-MARK  TWAIN,  from  PUDD'NHEAD  WILSON 


Freeman,  Nailah  Boston  C 

Fung,  Allen  U  Mass  Amherst 

Gag,  Emily  Hobart  &  William  Smith  C 


Callander,  Brittany  George  Washington  U 


Canavan,  Corinne 
Caplan,  Sharon 
Chamo,  Mike 
Chan,  Holly 
Chan,  Jeffrey 
Chan,  Joyce 
Chan,  Stephanie 
Chancey,  Stephanie 
Chen,  Damon 
Chen.  Julia 
Chen,  Sandra 
Cheung,  Eva 
Chin,  Pauline 
Choi,  Albert 
Chow,  Eric 
Chowdhury,  Diana 
Choy,  Yue  Fung 
Clark,  Talia 
Cleary,  Theresa 
Connors,  Amanda 
Cook,  Kierra 
Coombs,  Christopher 
Cooney,  Tim 
Cooper.  Janice 
Coviello,  Giovanni 
Coyne,  Catherine 
Crapo,  Sarah 
Cunningham,  Emily 
Darlington,  Mikhail 
Davis,  Kelly 
Deissler,  Benjamin 
Delaney,  Amanda 
Delorme,  Rose 
Deng,  Lisa 
DePalma,  Alphonse 
DePasquale,  Luigi 
Deychman,  Daniel 
DiAngelis,  Melissa 
Dianni-Morton,  Alden 
DiNezio,  Stephanie 
Doan,  Due 
Dolan,  Jennifer 


Iona  C 
Salem  State  C 
MCPHS 
U  Mass 
U  Mass 
MCPHS 
Trinity  C  CT 
Boston  C 
U  Mass 
Undecided 
Boston  U 
MIT 
U  Hartford 
Bentley  C 
Boston  U 
Manhattan ville  C 
Boston  U 
Barnard  C 
U  Mass  Lowell 
Colby-Sawyer  C 
Northeastern  U 
US  Naval  Academy 
Northeastern  U 
Lasell  C 
Mass  C  Liberal  Arts 
Sarah  Lawrence  C 
Bridgewater  State  C 
lonaC 
Temple  U 
Emerson  C 
Mass  C  Art 
Bentley  C 
U  Mass 
U  Mass 
Indiana  U 
Fisher  C 
Bentley  C 
Suffolk  U 
Dartmouth  C 
UNC  Charlotte 
U  Southern  California 
U  Mass 


Dominique,  Francheska  Harvard  C 

Donaldson,  Ashley  Bridgewater  State  C 


Donovan,  Anna 
Doogan,  Colleen 
Dougherty,  Patricia 
Duggan,  Connor 
Duncan,  Norris 
Dwyer,  Colin 
Dyer-Bennem,  Ian 
Dykes,  Aaron 
Eddy,  Elizabeth 
Edelman,  Jacob 
Eng,  Giselle 
Evans,  Nakisha 
Fahy,  Nathaniel 
Falivene,  Chloe 
Feng,  Hui 
Fitzpatrick,  Christy 
Flink,  Sarah 
Foley,  Patrica 
Fontes,  Adelina 
Fountain,  Nicholas 
Francisque,  Firma 
Francois,  Jesse 


Suffolk  U 
Fitchburg  State  C 
Catholic  U  America 
Suffolk  U 
Boston  U 
St  John’s  U  NY 
U  Mass 
Lasell  C 
U  Vermont 
Northeastern  U 
U  Mass 
Temple  U 
Boston  U 
American  U 
Harvard  C 
Suffolk  U 
Boston  C 
Providence  C 
St  John’s  U  NY 
U  CA  Santa  Cruz 
Oakwood  C 
Boston  C 


Gallagher,  Robert 
Galvin,  Catherine 
Galvin,  Eileen 
Galvin,  Elizabeth 
Gao,  Louis 
Ge,  Lili 

Gentilucci,  Anthony 
Ghirin,  Orion 
Giang.  Paul 
Gill.  Netha 
Goldklang,  Rebecca 
Gona,  Tawanda 
Grace,  David 
Graham-Felsen,  Jacob 
Graziani,  Giancarlo 
Griffin,  Courtney 
Guan,  Jason 
Guerrier,  Saskia 
Halls,  Brittany 
Hang,  Sarah 
Hannon,  Andew 
Harney,  Julia 
Harrison.  Kathreen 
Hartin,  Jennifer 
He,  Kent 

Heneghan,  Siobhan 
Heravi,  Naveed 
Hernandez,  Rafael 
Higgins,  Joseph 
Ho,  Jennifer 
Hossain,  Zareen 
Houlihan,  Christop 
Howell,  Jasmine 
Hoxie,  Kyle 
Huynh,  Matthew 
Iannaccone,  Andrew 
Jackson,  Kaitlin 
Javier,  Maria 
Jean,  Kerlyne 
Jennings,  Kenyatta 
Jiang,  Bochen 
Jiang,  Jieyu 
Jimenez,  Norman 
Johnson,  Kathryn 
Joyce,  Kevin 
Kapuza,  Ian 
Kauffman,  Jessica 
Kechris,  Demetrios 
Kehoe,  Taylor 
Kelly,  Diana 
Keough,  Robert 
Khan,  Tasneem 
Kirschbaum,  Hannah 
Kocsis,  Lili 
Kofman,  Eric 
Kolton,  Michael 
Konomi,  Lidia 
Kwan,  Diana 
LaFortune,  Chris 
Lai,  Sophia 
Lakkis,  George 
Lakkis,  Ibrahim 
Lam,  Matthew 
Lamothe,  Rebecca 
Lampron,  Megan 
Lane,  Alexandra 
Lanney,  Christina 
Lara,  Jonathan 
Le,  Shawn 
Leblanc,  Mathias 
Lee,  Elaine 
Lee,  Sam 
Lee,  Sienna 
Leshore,  Antoinette 
Levine,  Charles 
Li,  Christy 
Li,  Gerry 
Li,  Joshua 
Li,  Ka  Shun 
Lindsay,  Grace 
Lio,  Ada 
Liu,  Lisa 
Lo,  Stephen 
Lok,  Anita 
Lombard,  Claire 
Lopez,  Eric 
Lopez,  Pedro 
Lopez,  Vanessa 
Louijeune,  Rodline 
Lu,  Hellen 
Lu,  Tim 
Lu,  Xiaojian 
Lucien,  Clara 


Boston  U 
Boston  C 
Boston  C 
Boston  U 
Boston  U 
Northeastern  U 
Suffolk  U 
Bridgewater  State  C 
Northeastern  U 
U  Mass 
Cornell  U 
Regis  C 
Bridgewater  State  C 
U  Maryland 
Temple  U 
New  York  U 
Suffolk  U 
Bryn  Mawr  C 
Emerson  C 
Boston  U 
Columbia  C  Chicago 
George  Washington  U 
Yale  U 
Boston  C 
Bentley  C 
Pratt  Institute 
Santa  Monica  C 
Suffolk  U 
Harvard  C 
Boston  C 
Boston  C 
U  Mass 
Bryn  Mawr  C 
Northeastern  U 
Boston  U 
Westfield  State  C 
North  Park  U 
Simmons  C 
Bryn  Mawr  C 
Temple  U 
Northeastern  U 
Harvard  C 
Undecided 
Smith  C 
Boston  U 
U  Edinburgh 
Temple  U 


WPI 
Boston  U 
Purdue  U 
Suffolk  U 
Babson  C 
U  Mass 
Harvard  C 
Hofstra  U 
U  Michigan 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
C  Holy  Cross 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass 
Boston  U 
Boston  C 
Suffolk  U 
U  Mass 
Catholic  U  America 
Boston  U 
Northeastern  U 
Bentley  C 
MIT 

Mass  Bay  CC 
Boston  C 
Northeastern  U 
New  York  U 
Suffolk  U 
Johnson  &  Wales  U 
Boston  U 
Suffolk  U 
U  Mass 
Bentley  C 
U  Pittsburgh 
Harvard  C 
Boston  U 
Boston  C 
Boston  U 
U  Mass  Lowell 
Boston  C 
U  Mass 
St  John’s  U  NY 
Bryn  Mawr  C 
U  Mass 
MIT 
Boston  C 
Boston  C 


Lum,  Simon 
Lundy,  Brendan 
Luo,  Flora 
Luo,  Jia 
Luo,  Thomas 
Luu,  Samson 
Ly,  Jennifer 
Ma,  Yiling 
Madaromoro,  Adrian 
Maneikis,  Gregory 
Manning,  Matthew 
Maure,  Alec 
McAnulty,  Hale 
McComiskey,  Brigid 
McCoy,  Brendan 


U  Southern  California 
Bridgewater  State  C 
Harvard  C 
Boston  C 
Harvard  C 
Boston  C 
Framingham  State  C 
Boston  U 
Tufts  U 
C  Holy  Cross 
Boston  C 
Boston  U 
Boston  C 
U  Maine 
Villanova  U 


Roth,  Kathryn  Emerson  C 

Ruggles-Lehman,  Noah  St  Bonaventure  U 


McDonald.  Amahd  George  Washington  U 


McElligott,  Lorraine 
McMahon,  Stephen 
Meade,  James 
Meade,  Patrick 
Medina,  Geraldine 
Mehler,  A  lea 
Mejia,  Armin 
Mello,  Elizabeth 
Michta,  Diana 
Miles,  Kyle 
Miller,  Jason 
Min,  Jiang  Hong 
Modest,  Zachary 
Monahan,  Sean 
Mooney,  Sophia 
Morales,  Stephanny 
Moran,  Natalie 
Morris,  Benjamin 
Mui,  Alan 
Munoz,  Jeffrey 
Munoz,  Victor 
Nakashian,  Gregory 
Nelson.  Eric 
Newbold,  Jane 
Ng,  Karmen 
Ng,  Virginia 
Ngo,  Jennifer 
Nguyen,  Andy 
Nguyen,  Khue 
Nguyen,  Thanhnghi 
Nguyen,  Thu 
Norton,  Judith 
O'Brien,  Elizabeth 
O’Connell,  Lara 
O’Connor,  Felicia 
O’ Flaherty,  Lillian 
O’Grady,  Jerome 
Okonechnikov,  Aleskandr 
Olafajo,  Shade 
O’Loughlin,  Caroline 
On,  Philip 
Onofri,  Sarah 
Osifo,  Efe 
Padula,  Katherine 
Pan,  Jie 
Panah,  Lily 
Paye,  Amity 
Pereira,  Ashley 
Peric,  Deni 
Petrova,  Lidiya 
Pham,  Duong  Nam 
Phan,  Huong 
Phu,  Alvin 
Phu,  Rebecca 
Pierce,  Mariana 
Plefka,  Edward 
Pokholok,  Anastasia 
Poulos.  Nicole 
Powers,  Brendan 
Preble,  Justine 
Prince,  Christine 
Prince,  Tara 
Pullen,  William 
Qi,  Steve 
Qiu,  Yuan 
Quigley,  Elizabeth 
Quinn,  Kayla 
Rabe,  Sean 
Rabkin,  Lindsay 
Ramirez,  Robert 
■Ren,  Nathanael 
Reyes,  Nancy 
Rice,  Anna 
Richardson,  Jamilyah 
Richie,  Kara 
Riordan,  Colby 
Roach,  Rashanna 
Romain-Laguerre  MacCalvin 
Ronayne,  Sarah 
Rosewitz,  Margaret 


New  York  U 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
U  Mass 
U  Mass 
Marlboro  C 
Wagner  C 
Florida  International  U 
Boston  U 
Harvard  C 
Berklee  C  Music 
Suffolk  U 
Boston  U 
Northeastern  U 
Bridgewater  State  C 
U  Pennsylvania 
Bentley  C 
Providence  C 
U  Wisconsin 
Tufts  U 
U  Mass 
Roxbury  CC 
Bunker  Hill  CC 
Napier  U 
Harvard  C 
Drexel  U 
Harvard  C 
Northeastern  U 
U  Mass 


Sam,  Jenny 
Sanderson,  Latoya 
Saniukheinig,  Joan 
Santangelo,  Colin 
Santos.  Luzia 
Savytska,  Olena 
Senuta,  Maura 
Sham,  Kenneth 
Shapiro,  Dalia 
Shapiro.  Lauren 
Shaughnessy,  Kayla 
Shian,  Susan 
Sicairos,  Alan 
Sidoti,  Barbara 
Silverman,  Sarah 
Simpson,  Taylor 
Slade,  Michael 
Smith,  Christopher 
Snyder,  Nicholas 
Souroufis,  Alexander 
Speicher,  Benjamin 
Stafford,  Miles 
Stebletsova,  Julia 
Stephens,  Owyn 
Strickland,  Bryan 
Stroshane,  Maya 


Babson  C 
Pomona  C 
Johnson  &  Wales  U 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass 
Suffolk  U 
Wheelock  C 
Northeastern  U 
Colgate  U 
New  York  U 
New  York  U 
Mass  C  Art 
U  Mass  Boston 
American  U  Rome 
WPI 

Roger  Williams  U 
Thomas  C  ME 
Columbia  C  Chicago 
Emerson  C 
Harvard  C 
Trinity  C  CT 
Bard  C 
Boston  U 
Penn  State  U 
Emerson  C 
Brown  U 


Sy,  Steven  Art  Inst  Boston  at  Lesley 
Symes,  Monique  Mass  C  Liberal  Arts 


Harvard  C 
Boston  U 
Boston  U 
Regis  C 
U  Mass 
Year  Off 
Fordham  U 
Clark  U 
American  U 
WPI 
Salem  State  C 
Dartmouth  C 
St  John’s  U  NY 
Wheelock  C 
Suffolk  U 
Temple  U 
Brown  U 
U  Maryland 
Syracuse  U 
Hofstra  U 
U  Hartford 
Harvard  C 
Dartmouth  C 
Boston  U 
WIT 
Boston  U 
U  Vermont 
Boston  U 
McGill  U 
Boston  C 
Mass  C  Art 
Providence  C 
Northeastern  U 
Boston  C 
WIT 
Cornell  U 
Boston  U 
WIT 
Bucknell  U 
Boston  U 
Trinity  C  CT 
U  Mass 
Harvard  C 
Roger  Williams  U 
Northeastern  U 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
Dartmouth  C 
Boston  C 
Tuskegee  U 
Boston  C 
U  Mass 
McGill  U 


Takeda,  Jeung 
Tang,  Kevin 
Tanner,  Erika 
Tempesta,  Lydia 
Tenen,  Claudia 
Terova,  Kristi 
Tharu 

Thomas,  William 
Tieu,  Long 
Tilton,  Sierra 
To,  Winnie 
Tomasini,  Barry 
Tompkins,  Ryan 
Tran,  Elizabeth 
Tran,  Nghi 
Tran,  Victoria 
Trinh,  Colleen 
Tsui,  Laurie 
Turrell,  Evan 
Urrea,  Jessenia 
Virovtseva,  Svetlana 
Vo,  Trong  Hoang 
Vondenbenken,  Olivia 
Vujicic,  Danilo 
Walker,  Shanelle 
Walsh,  Caitlin 
Walsh,  John 
Walsh,  Meghan 
Wang,  Jonathan 
Wang,  Wengian 
Wean,  Julia 
Webber,  Chelsea 
Werba,  Jo 
Whitaker,  David 
Wilkinson,  David 
Williams,  Alison 
Williams,  Arlyn 
Willingham,  Khaleela 
Wong,  Connie 
Wong,  Edward 
Wong,  Gregory  C. 
Wong,  Gregory  S. 
Wong,  Monica 
Wosu,  Sobulachi 
Wu,  Alfred 
Wu,  Shuang 
Wyatt,  Michael 
Xing,  Tony 
Xu,  Haiyan 
Xue,  Kristine 
Yang,  Jesse 
Ye,  Tony 
Yee,  Luther 
Yee,  Steven 
Yessayan,  Garo 
Yetman,  Brianna 
Yu,  Jia 
Yu,  Norman 
Yu,  Winnie 
Zaremski,  Kayla 
Zeng,  Amy 
Zhang,  Le 
Zhao,  Jeff 
Zheng,  Linda 
Zhou,  Mei  Li 


Wellesley  C 
Boston  U 
Wheelock  C 
U  Mass 
MIT 
Bentley  C 
MIT 
Suffolk  U 
Year  Off 
Drexel  U 
U  San  Francisco 
U  Mass 
Cornell  U 
U  Mass 
Mass  C  Art 
Bentley  C 
Northeastern  U 
Boston  U 
Boston  U 
Mount  Holyoke  C 
Boston  C 
U  Mass 
U  New  Hampshire 
U  Mass  Boston 
Undecided 
Hofstra  U 
U  Mass 
Catholic  U  America 
MCPHS 
Harvard  C 
U  Pittsburgh 
Simmons  C 
Warren  Wilson  C 
McGill  U 
Mass  Maritime 
U  Pennsylvania 
Suffolk  U 
U  Mass 
U  Mass  Dartmouth 
Harvard  C 
Wesleyan  U 
U  Mass 
Tufts  U 
Northeastern  U 
Boston  C 
Harvard  C 
Salem  State  C 
Harvard  C 
U  Mass 
Boston  U 
Harvard  C 
Johns  Hopkins  U 
Suffolk  U 
Boston  C 
U  Mass  Lowell 
Suffolk  U 
Northeastern  U 
Princeton  U 
Boston  C 
Emmanuel  C  MA 
Bentley  C 
Boston  C 
Boston  C 
Harvard  C 
Barnard  C 
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bass.hearf  attack  kid,spidey,deadPool,anti-gravify  lifterxoncrete 

boatxonverse.rugby.San  Diego.lfaly, 
Uonneguf.Camus.Sf.  Crispin.Kayla.Anme.BRITTANY.Gio.Roberf.Doom 

(Jnit.One  Down  and  Two  for  Flinching, 
Nirvana.Primus.Warped  Tour.Taste  of  Chaos.Mefallica.Blink  1 82,Brand 

New.Underoafh.Talking  Back  Sunday 
Saves  the  Day.Senses  Fail.From  First  to  Last  fthe  list  is  too  longJ 

358  Arborway,  So  What.Wes 
Eden.BHH  surprise  party,Cat  and  Tori  to  the  bus.Newton 
Y.glasses,Jackson  Po(lock.Rothko,Nana 
Cayenne,fatoo*s,Miami,Balsam’s  close 
cal(,cancer,Jaeger,approbations,award  night,guitar  hero 
pesto.panini’s.Capifol  Grill.pad  thai.Deerhunter.Clockwork 
Orange.English  Patient.skateboard.foursquare.facebook 
Mr.Aversa.Ms.Devin.Ms.Skerritt.Ms.Kelly  and  the 
tux,Mr.Fulton.Ms.Freeman,Ms.FiliPi.Ms.Middleton 

Graduation,  BARD. 

Ueni.Uidi.Uici  full  circle. 


“The  roofs  of  education  are  bitter  but  the  fruit  is  so  sweet**  Aristotle 

Dad  Kim  and  Me.  all  the  love  in  the  world 
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Senior  Spotlight 

Jeung  Mi  Takeda 


Seniors 


By  Theresa  Cleary,  I 

CONTRIBITING  WRITER 


Back  in  the  olden  days  when  our  il¬ 
lustrious  Class  of  2007  was  but  a  disjunct 
group  of  sixies,  I  had  the  honor  of  meeting  a 
very  unique  girl  in  homeroom  236  (Cluster  A 
represent!).  This  girl  was  seemingly  very  quiet 
and  well  behaved,  but  as  I  got  to  know  her,  I 
found  her  to  be  an  incredible  artist,  a  quirky 
comedian  and  a  great  friend.  This  girl  is  Jeung 
Mi  Takeda,  my  good  friend  for  six  years. 

As  a  sixie,  I  knew  Jeung  Mi  to  put 
those  stretchy  book  covers  on  her  head, 
stick  out  her  tongue  and  cross  her  eyes  all  at 
once  (I  have  photographic  evidence  of  this, 
too).  Since  then,  she  has  visibly  matured. 
Now,  you  may  see  her  walking  around  after 


school  collecting  the  recycling  boxes  from 
every  classroom,  as  she  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Recycling  Club.  She  also  has  become 
the  unofficial  leader  of  I  lope  Through  Crafts, 
a  club  devoted  to  giving  students  hope  by 
encouraging  them  to  unleash  their  creativity. 
Though  Jeung  Mi  did  not  know  that  leading 
this  club  was  her  role  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
she  wished  that  she  could  have  done  more. 
This  all  shows  that  Jeung  Mi  is  selfless  and 
willing  to  go  beyond  expectations. 

Jeung  Mi  is  very  involved  in  volunteer 
groups  in  her  church  and  at  school.  She  is  the 
secretary  of  Roots  and  Shoots,  whose  mission 
is  “to  inspire  each  individual  to  take  action 
to  make  the  world  a  better  place  for  people, 
animals  and  the  environment.”  Not  only  does 
she  work  hard  for  Roots  and  Shoots,  but  she 


chillin’  on  the  block,  wasting  away  their  pre- 

preschool  lives,  Ben  Morris  was  honing  his 
Big  Wheel  skills.  And  oh  boy  did  it  ever  pay 
off!  By  the  age  of  four,  Ben  Morris  was  the 
undisputed  leader  of  the  Roslindale  Jamaica 
Plain  Big  Wheel  Gang  (RJPBWG). 

This  history  of  extreme  sportsman¬ 
ship  led  Ben  Morris  to  dip  his  toes  into  BLS 
football.  He  played  for  one  glorious  season. 
Says  Mike  Kolton,  “Ben  Morris’s  head  was 
so  extreme  that  he  wore  several  Patriots  hats 
underneath  his  helmet  in  order  to  get  it  to 
fit.  Then  he  would  go  up  against  Big  Jim  in 
tackle  drills.  I  saw  no  fear  in  his  eyes.  Even 
under  all  those  Patriots  hats.” 

One  thing  many  people  don’t  know 
about  Ben  Morris  is  that  his  extreme,  rug¬ 
ged,  commandeering,  studious,  and  sports¬ 
manlike  persona  extends  far,  far  beyond 
being  sweet,  biking,  playing  his  saxophone, 
Declamation,  musical  composition,  leading 
the  world  of  Professional  Big  Wheeling,  and 
BLS  football.  He  is  also  an  accomplished 
skier.  He  spent  many  weekends  in  9th 
grade  volunteering  with  us  as  part  of  Youth 
Enrichment  Services,  a  truly  awesome  pro¬ 
gram  that  puts  kids  in  busses,  takes  them 
to  mountains,  and  teaches  them  to  ski  and 
snowboard. 
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is  also  a  very  active  member  of  her  church, 
getting  involved  in  all  kinds  of  events  to  ben¬ 
efit  the  church  and  the  community. 

As  the  oldest  of  four  siblings,  Jeung 
Mi  constantly  watches  over  them  like  a  third 
parent.  She  is  the  type  of  friend  who  will  re¬ 
member  to  wish  you  “Happy  Birthday”  even 
when  everyone  is  distracted,  busy  or  stressed 
out  with  schoolwork.  She  is  a  good  listener 
and  has  a  comforting  shoulder  for  her  friends, 
no  matter  how  long  it  has  been  since  you  have 
hung  out  with  her.  Next  year,  Jeung  Mi  will 
be  at  Wellesley  possibly  majoring  in  architec¬ 
ture.  But  no  matterwhat  she  decides  to  major 
in,  Wellesley  is  definitely  lucky  to  have  such 
a  selfless,  hard-working  and  compassionate 
person  like  Jeung  Mi  because  I  know  I  have 
been  lucky  enough  to  know  her  myself 


Senior  Spotlight 

Ben  Morris 


By  Nick  Fountain,  I 
&  Henry  Kenyon,  ‘06 

Contributing  Writers 


Ben  Morris  is  a  sweetie.  He  is  also  a 
rugged  and  commandeering  bicyclist.  Basi¬ 
cally,  Ben  Morris  is  always  being  sweet  and 
riding  his  bike.  Or  being  sweet  and  playing 
his  saxophone.  Or  playing  his  saxophone 
and  riding  his  bike.  He  rides  his  bike  185 
miles  per  week,  at  an  average  velocity  of 
19.5  miles  per  hour.  When  asked  if  he  likes 


to  ride  his  bike,  he  replied  simply  and  elo¬ 
quently: 

“Do  I  like  to  ride  my  bike?  \fes.” 

“How  much?” 

“A  lot.” 

“Can  you  be  more  specific?” 

“No.” 

As  you  can  see,  Ben  Morris  is  a 
man  of  few  words.  Except  with  concern 
to  declamation,  a  pastime  for  which  he 
shares-along  with  his  idols,  the  founders  of 
the  Boston  Latin  School-a  strong  inclina¬ 
tion.  He  emerged  victorious  at  third  term 
Public  Declamation,  where  he  uttered  the 
poignant  and  moving  words  of  Nietzsche. 
Furthermore,  he  placed  fourth  at  Prize 
Declamation. 

These  are  not  the  only  prizes  Ben 
Morris  has  won.  He  is  also  a  two-time 
winner  of  the  Boston  Saxophone  Quartet 
Composition  Competition.  In  2006  and 
2007,  his  original  compositions  were  per 
formed  by  the  foremost  saxophone  quartet 
in  Boston-the  BSQ-as  part  of  the  festivities 
of  First  Night.  We  were  very  proud. 

We've  known  Ben  Morris  for  a  long 
time.  But  when  we  say  a  long  time,  we 
don’t  mean  sixie  year.  We  mean  when  we 
were  two.  When  all  the  cool  toddlers  were 


Congratulations  to 
Thacher  Montessori 
School  Students, 
Jane  Newbold 
Colin  Santangelo 
Miles  Stafford 
and 

lan  Kapuza. 

Well  done  and  our  best 
wishes  for  next  year! 


T  H  A  C  H  E  R 

MONTESSORI  SCHOOL 


These  days,  Ben  Morris  can  most 
frequently  be  found  at  Bikes  Not  Bombs  in 
JP,  where  he  works  as  a  bike  mechanic.  If  you 
ever  need  your  bike  fixed,  just  take  it  to  Ben 
at  BNB  and  he  will  fix  it  right  up  for  you. 

Ben’s  involvement  in  the  BLS  music 
community  is  extensive.  He  has  been  in  Jazz 
Band,  Football  Band,  and  Concert  Band  for 
a  grand  total  of  twelve  combined  years.  And 
lest  we  forget...  he  played  Alto  Sax  (First 
Chair)  in  the  ensemble  otherwise  known  as 
Black  Tie  Affair.  Some  of  his  more  popular 
arrangements  include  “When  The  Storm 
Clears,”  “Say  Hello  To  Lockup,”  and  “Come 
By  My  Place  Tonight.” 

Whether  he’s  on  his  bike,  in  the  hall¬ 
ways  of  BLS,  or  just  smiling,  Ben  Morris  can 
be  counted  on  as  a  trustworthy  and  reliable 
and  upstanding  and  undeviating  and  tried 
and  true  model  of  a  man.  For  these  reasons 
and  many  more,  we  know  that  Ben  Morris 
will  one  day  achieve  great  things,  including 
a  responsible  and  engaged  citizenship  and 
a  rewarding  life. 

In  the  wise  words  of  Ben  Morris  at 
the  age  of  six,  preserved  through  the  years 
in  a  letter  that  still  rests  on  Henry’s  fridge,  “I 
want  to  come  over  and  play  with  your  toys. 
Love,  Benny  Morris.” 


Congratulations 
Siobhan  Heneghan! 

We  re  all  so  proud  of  you. 

Now  on  to  New  York .. . 

love.  Mom 
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and  The  Old  Man  and  the  Sea,  another 
six  years  flew  by,  and  we  are  still  the  best 
of  buddies. 

Roddy,  Rod-Squad,  Rod-Rod...  You’ll 
see  her  walking  down  the  hallways,  always 
impeccably  and  stylishly  matching,  prob¬ 
ably  with  a  cup  of  coffee  in  one  hand 
and  a  German  or  French  Lit  book  in  the 
other.  Her  commitment  to  the  school 
is  enormous,  as  she  devotes  her  time  to 
being  an  active  member  of  many  clubs 
and  organizations.  Her  innate  leadership 
skills  have  shone  through  in  her  roles  as 
one  of  the  active  members  of  Student 
Council,  the  girls’  basketball  manager,  the 
Co-President  of  the  Caribbean  Club,  and 
a  mean  green  Senior  Praefect.  She  also 
helped  us  get  Junior  Prom  back  last  year, 
as  one  of  the  main  players  on  the  Junior 
Prom  Committee.  Roddy  was  one  of  the 
Ward  Fellows  in  2006  and  had  the  exciting 
opportunity  to  work  at  the  State  House  in 
the  summer  under  a  government  official. 
This  year,  she  has  acquired  the  official 
title  ofWard  Fellows  Coordinator  and  will 


be  working  at  the  State  House  again,  in 
addition  to  working  with  the  2007  Ward 
Fellows.  Along  with  her  enrollment  in  the 
A.P.  Government  course,  her  participation 
in  this  program  exhibits  her  deep  involve¬ 
ment  and  interest  in  politics. 

Rodline  isn’t  just  your  regular  leader 
either:  she’s  a  singing  leader.  She  possesses 
one  of  the  most  astounding  voices  you  will 
ever  hear  in  your  life,  filled  with  peculiarly 
intense  emotion  and  soul.  She  has  partici¬ 
pated  in  various  choral  groups  since  she  was 
in  kindergarten  and  continued  that  involve¬ 
ment  at  BLS,  until  scheduling  conflicts  dur 
ing  senior  year  hindered  her  membership 
in  Concert  Choir.  Nonetheless,  you  will 
always  be  able  to  catch  a  tune  or  two  as  she 
hums  while  walking  down  the  hallways,  or 
doing  work,  or  eating,  or...  while  just  basi¬ 
cally  doing  anything  and  everything. 

Aside  from  her  juicy  transcript  and 
action-packed  resume,  Ms.  Junior  Prom 
Queen  possesses  spunk  and  hilarity  that  is 
truly  one  of  a  kind.  She  is  known  for  her 
assertiveness;  when  it  comes  to  speaking 
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Senior  Spotlight 

Rodline  Louijeune 


By  Sarah  Hang,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


I  still  remember  that  glorious  day 
when  1  walked  into  Room  221,  Mr.  Redd’s 
reading  class,  in  Sixie  year.  We  were  as¬ 
signed  seats  and  fatefully,  Hang  lined  up 
with  Louijeune.  After  lohnny  Tremain 

Senior  Spotlight 

Hui  Feng 


By  Wendy  Wang,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


Amidst  the  crowded  sixie  hallway, 
you  can  find  an  anxious  girl  trying  to  pass 


through  to  get  to  her  AP  Virgil  Latin  class. 

Not  much  taller  than  the  sixies  around 
her,  she  pictures  herself  swinging  her 
black  shoulder  back  pack  to  make  some 
way  Those  who  know  this  feisty  character 
call  her  Htli.  Used  to  correcting  people’s 
pronunciations  during  first  encounters,  she 
would  say,  “Hui,  like  ‘weeee!’  with  an  ‘h’”. 
And  if  you’re  lucky  enough  to  get  to  know 
Hui  Feng,  you’ll  find  that  she’s  can  be  as 
enthusiastic  and  hyperactive  as  her  name. 

Hui  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  when  she  was  eight  years  old,  and 
although  she  didn’t  speak  any  English, 
she  quickly  mastered  the  language  and 
was  placed  into  the  honors  program  in  a 
Malden  elementary  school.  I  first  met  Hui 
at  a  friend’s  birthday  party  in  forth  grade, 
and  I  remembered  her  being  driven  and 
ambitious,  insisting  on  making  up  moves 
for  our  Backstreet  Boy’s  “Larger  than  Life” 


dance.  So,  I  wasn’t  surprised  when  I  found 

out  that  she  would  also  be  attending  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  after  living  merely  three 
years  in  America. 

Once  here,  Hui  continued  to  work 
hard  and  contributed  a  lot  to  our  school 
community.  As  the  co-founder  and  vice- 
president  of  Wolfpack  Volunteers,  she 
helps  organize  volunteering  opportunities 
for  her  peers  and  monitors  school  events 
such  as  Music  Night,  Extra  Curricular  Fair, 
College  Fair,  and  alumni  socials.  She  also 
has  strong  interests  in  science,  and  is  co¬ 
captain  of  our  school’s  prestigious  Science 
Olympiad  Team.  Hui  lead  the  team  to  top 
ten  in  the  state  in  both  years  that  she’s 
been  captain,  and  she  herself  participates 
in  the  state  science  fairs,  where  she  displays 
the  work  she  did  at  the  Harvard  School 
of  Public  Health.  With  her  activities  with 
ASPIRE  and  Teens  Leading  the  way,  two 
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her  mind,  whether  it’s  about  politics  or 
whether  or  not  she  wants  me  to  eat  her 
Vienna  Cremes — which,  by  the  way,  is  one 
of  the  many  delectable  treats  she  is  incred¬ 
ibly  fond  of — Rodline  never  hesitates.  She 
is  an  amazing  friend  whom  you  can  always 
count  on  if  you  need  a  shoulder  to  cry  on 
(or  punch)  and  her  care  and  consideration 
of  others  is  what  keeps  her  surrounded  by 
countless  friends. 

Rod-Squad’s  devotion  to  Boston 
Latin  School  is  greatly  applauded  and  ap¬ 
preciated,  as  she  is  truly  one  who  “bleeds 
purple.”  Being  such  a  marvelous  leader,  an 
American  Idol  worthy  singer,  and  an  awe¬ 
some  friend,  it’s  no  wonder  she  was  one 
of  the  recipients  of  the  esteemed  Posse 
Scholarships.  Her  future  at  Bryn  Mawr 
and  beyond  is  as  blindingly  bright  as  her 
smile.  I  honestly  wouldn’t  be  surprised  to 
see  countless  campaign  ads  with  “Rodline 
Louijeune  for  Governor/Senator/Presi- 
dent/or  anything  in  between,”  flashing  all 
over  the  place  when  I  turn  on  the  TV  10 
years  from  now. _ 

leadership  mentoring  programs  in  Boston, 
Hui  remains  devoted  to  her  friends,  her 
family,  and  her  pet  cat. 

Although  Hui  is  perceived  as  quiet 
and  composed  in  school,  she’s  not  afraid 
to  speak  her  mind  act  silly  in  front  of 
her  friends.  A  fanatic  of  rock  music,  she 
idolizes  Lincoln  Park  and  Cold  Play,  often 
blasting  it  on  her  computer  as  she  does 
her  AP  Biology  homework.  Hui  is  also 
influenced  by  her  Asian  culture,  as  she  is 
probably  the  only  person  I  know  who  reads 
classic  Chinese  Kungfu  and  romance  novels 
and  watches  Korean  celebrity  variety  shows 
on  Youtube. 

The  year  may  have  ended,  and  we’ll 
be  seeing  each  other  off.  I’m  sure  Hui  holds 
the  most  sincere  wishes  for  her  class  mates, 
who  she  believes,  has  taught  her  the  most 
about  how  to  believe  in  herself  when  the 
future  seems  uncertain. 


Congratulations 
Anna,  Lily,  Jennica  and  Judy 

and  the 

Boston  Latin  School  Class  of  2007 
6  long  years! 

You  did  it! 

We  are  so  proud  of  you! 

Love, 

The  Rices 


Congratulations, 
Big  Girl! 


We  are  very  proud  of  you. 


Love, 

Mom  and  Bad 
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Arts  Spotlight 


By  Dan  Attridge,  I 

Contributing  Writer 
Every  era  has  its  own  “great  mind”.  The 
Roman  Empire  had  Virgil,  the  Renaissance 
had  Leonardo  Da  Vinci,  the  20th  century  had 
Einstein  as  well  as  Oprah,  and  we  have  Mike 
Kolton. 

Michael  Kolton  is  just  one  of  those 
people  that  upon  meeting  him,  you  instandy 
know  that  he’s  going  places.  For  certain 

Arts  Spotlight 

Siobhan  Heneghan 


By  Kayla  Shaughnessy,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


While  some  know  her  as  Siobhan,  her 
real  name  is  Shibbers  McGraw.  When  she 
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he’s  made  his  dent  here  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  especially  in  the  music  department.  I 
can  only  give  a  brief  summary  of  what  could 
be  made  into  a  phone  book-sized  story  of 
achievements. 

Since  sixie  year,  Kolton  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  BLS  band.  He  played  confidently 
and  with  great  skill,  and  because  of  this,  he  was 
promoted  to  a  little  instrument  we  like  to  call 
the  trombone.  While  doing  extremely  well  in 
school  and  keeping  up  with  his  social  life,  he 
took  on  the  task  of  mastering  the  exotic  in¬ 
strument,  and  it  would  be  this  tool  that  would 
ultimately  help  him  make  his  mark  on  BLS. 

Puberty  was  nothing  compared  to  the 
next  big  change  that  would  occur  in  young 
Kolton’s  life,  for  he  would  develop  a  liking  to 
a  sort  of  music  that  involved  accented  offbeats, 
horn  sections,  and  a  dynamic  dance  called 
skanking — a  music  otherwise  known  as  ska. 
This  music  filled  his  soul,  and  with  his  trom¬ 
bone,  he  was  determined  to  become  a  part  of  it. 
He  wouldn’t  have  to  wait  long,  for  he  and  fellow 
classmate  Ben  Morris  (I)  were  invited  by  a  few 
upperclassmen  (including  the  likes  of  the  great 
Henry  Kenyon  and  Bruno  Fegundes)  to  join  a 
ska  group  known  as  Black  Tie  Affair.  This  litde 


group  will  always  be  remembered  as  the  winner 
of  the  BLS  Battle  of  the  Bands  of  2005  and  the 
band  you  just  had  to  see  that  year.  On  stage, 
apart  from  playing  killer  trombone  licks,  Mike 
would  dance  around  and  perform  trombone 
tricks,  dazzling  the  crowd.  From  then  on,  Mike 
Kolton  had  a  celebrity  aura  about  him,  but  he 
never  let  the  fame  get  to  him,  and  he  still  stood 
by  us  little  people.  (Although  officially  broken 
up,  there  are  rumors  of  a  BTA  reunion  gig  this 
summer,  I’d  check  it  out  if  I  were  you.) 

One  would  think  that  Kolton  was  so 
good  he  couldn’t  improve  any  further  on  his 
instrument.  Mike,  being  the  modest  person 
he  is,  thought  otherwise,  and  applied  for  a 
summer  program  at  Berklee.  Without  surprise, 
after  a  vigorous  application  process  as  well  as 
an  intensive  tryout,  Mike  not  only  got  into  the 
program,  but  got  in  tuition  free.  For  two  sum¬ 
mers,  Mike  would  hone  his  trombone  skills  as 
well  as  learn  intense  trombone  music  theory. 
He  started  the  program  a  man,  and  came  out 
a  trombone  god. 

With  all  this  skill,  Kolton  thought  he 
should  give  back  to  the  school  even  further, 
and  that’s  just  what  he  did.  He  joined  Jazz  band 
and  helped  the  team  win  many  an  award  In  the 


isn’t  in  school  or  fighting  crime  on  the  fierce 
streets  ofD-BLOCK!,  Shibbs  concentrates  on 
her  artistic  endeavors.  Whether  she  is  play¬ 
ing  the  clarinet  in  Senior  or  Football  Band, 
cutting  paper  for  Mr.  Harris  in  the  art  wing, 
or  working  at  her  second  home,  Artists  for 
Humanity,  she  is  always  kicking  butt  with  her 
crazy  super  powers! 

Shibbers’  first  super  power  is  the  ability 
to  create  pieces  of  art  that  are  truly  unique  and 
allow  her  to  express  herself  through  all  differ 
ent  mediums — even  through  recycled  trash, 
making  what  she  likes  to  call  “Derelique.” 
Each  piece  allows  her  lyrical  soul  and  creativity 
to  shine,  through  her  bright  colors,  detailed 
stencils,  and  spunky  collages. 

The  second  super  power  that  allows 
Shibs  to  absolutely  dominate  is  her  strong 
work  ethic.  Her  job  at  Artists  for  Humanity 
puts  this  power  to  the  test.  Though  her  work 
may  sound  simple,  it  is  anything  but.  Luckily 


her  superpowers  allow  her  to  paint,  silk-screen, 
and/or  sculpt  three  days  a  week  during  the 
school  year  and  five  days  a  week  during  the 
summer.  No  matter  what  studio  she  is  in, 
McGraw  busts  her  butt  to  do  her  best  work. 
No,  it  is  not  only  created — it  also  sells!  Shibbs 
and  her  team  of  tush-kicking-blow-torch- 
bearing-sculptor  friends  are  commissioned 
to  construct  party  centerpieces  that  sell  for 
TONS  of  cash.  But  Shibb’s  most  important  job 
at  AFH  is  to  entertain  me  and  BLS  class  of  07’s 
“Most  Artistic,”  Brendan  Powers,  while  we  all 
work.  And  did  I  mention  that  she  specializes 
in  running  to  Dunkies? 

The  power  to  evolve  is  her  third  super- 
girl  skill.  This  not  only  allows  her  to  change 
her  hairstyle  frequently,  but  it  also  gives  her 
the  opportunity  to  reach  many  places  in  life. 
Next  year,  Shibbs  McGraw  will  continue  her 
evolution  at  Pratt  Institute  where  she  will 
study  art,  her  favorite  thing.  Everyone  is  so 
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fall,  he  participated  in  the  much-loved  Football 
band,  where  he  played  anthems  such  as  “Hey 
Baby!”  and  “The  Hey  Song”.  It  is  rumored  that 
the  one  Wolfpack  football  team  win  this  year 
came  about  after  Kolton  played  his  trombone 
so  well,  it  gave  the  team  an  extra  kick  to  strive 
harder.  He  has  added  so  much  to  these  groups 
that  with  him  graduating,  no  one  knows  what 
will  become  of  them. 

Mike  Kolton  is  a  remarkable  person, 
not  just  in  music,  but  in  general.  With  Mike, 
you  can  go  from  having  a  conversation  about 
movies  and  then  sidestep  to  discuss  current 
U.S.  policies,  and  then  later  on  talk  about  the 
habitat  of  the  polar  beai — quite  simply,  he 
knows  everything.  He  has  a  sense  of  humor  on 
par  with  Rodney  Dangerfield  and  Seinfeld,  and 
always  provides  a  good  laugh  for  any  occasion. 
I  could  go  on  for  hours  telling  hysterical  Mike 
Kolton  stories.  But  at  the  core,  Mike  Kolton  is 
simply  a  great  friend.  He’s  there  when  you  need 
him,  -whether  it  be  to  play  some  trombone, 
or  just  hang  out.  I  think  I  speak  for  everyone 
when  I  say  this — thank  you,  Mike,  for  being 
my  friend.  We’ll  miss  you  when  you  go  to 
Michigan,  but  you’ve  had  a  huge  impact  on  all 
of  us  here  at  BLS.  Here’s  looking  at  you,  kid. 

psyched  that  this  is  where  she  will  call  home 
next  year,  but  most  of  all,  we’ll  wait  excitedly 
to  see  her  new  work. 

Last  is  the  Best  Friend  in  the  World 
jxiwer.  Shibbers  is  an  awesome  person.  She  is 
the  funniest,  realest,  most  loyal,  and  perhaps 
most  personable  girl  in  school.  The  best  thing 
about  Shibbs  is  that  she  can  always  have  a 
great  time. 

So  to  the  outsider  or  anyone  who 
doesn’t  know  this  superhero  because  she  might 
be  just  another  student  walking  down  the  hall, 
a  band  member,  the  art  assistant,  the  employer, 
or  maybe  it’s  just  because  she  keeps  up  such 
a  great  disguise,  Shibbers,  Shives,  Shiwy 
CoCoPuft,  or  just  Siobhan  is  not  just  another 
superhero  who  dominates  this  comic  book  we 
call  life,  she  is  the  girl  who  makes  us  laugh  all 
the  time,  the  one  who  drops  her  “D-BLOCK!” 
tude  with  class,  but  most  of  all,  she  is  the  best- 
est  friend  a  girl,  or  boy,  could  ever  have. 


Julia, 

We  are  very  ^roud  of  you.! 
CoiA,0rfltu.lcitlopvs  to  you.  av^d  all  your  friends l 

Love, 

Moiaa,  poiot  aud  joe 
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Arts  Spotlight 


Grace  Lindsay 


By  Colby  Riordan,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


For  the  past  two  years,  Grace  Lindsay 
and  I  have  had  a  Wednesday  afternoon  rou¬ 
tine:  coffee  run,  Wolfettes  practice,  quick 
trip  to  the  Galleria,  and  then  home  to  talk 
about  the  latest  music  wing  drama.  Whether 
it  was  extreme  dedication  or  an  unhealthy 


obsession  that  drew  both  us  to  the  music 
wing,  I’m  certain  that  those  Wednesdays 
with  Grace  helped  me  pull  through  all  of  the 
hard  times  at  BLS. 

Grace  is  one  of  the  funniest  people 
I  know.  People  always  say  that  about  their 
friends,  but  I  really  mean  it.  Few  people  can 
truly  make  me  laugh,  but  Grace’s  biting  sar¬ 
casm  puts  everyone  around  her  in  stitches. 
She’s  quickwitted,  and  uses  it  to  constandy 
make  me  look  like  a  fool,  especially  when 
learning  new  music.  And  while  she’s  certainly 
entitled  -  she  definitely  has  a  musical  gift 
-  she  doesn’t  let  it  go  to  her  head.  Instead 
of  being  obnoxious  and  conceited  about  her 
own  musical  talents,  she  uses  them  to  help 
others  learn  and  improve. 

Grace  is  a  great  friend,  and  is  able  to 
maintain  her  friendships  in  spite  of  the  con¬ 
stant  rehearsals  and  performances  that  crowd 
her  schedule.  She  performed  before  com¬ 
ing  to  BLS  and  has  continued  throughout 
her  career  here.  She  is  dedicated  to  several 


musical  groups,  including  the  Boston  City 
Singers.  She  has  been  a  member  for  nine 
years,  and  is  still  very  much  involved  with 
the  group;  Grace  is  looking  forward  to  tout¬ 
ing  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  with  them 
this  summer.  On  top  of  BCS,  Grace  is  also 
a  member  of  the  BLS  a  capella  group  The 
Wolfettes,  and  is  the  soprano  section  leader 
for  Concert  Choir. 

However,  Grace  also  has  a  love  of  the¬ 
atre,  and  was  once  a  member  of  the  "fellow 
Submarine  Improv  troupe,  and  worked  with 
a  youth  theatre  group  during  the  summer  of 
2005.  Last  year,  Grace  played  one  of  the  lead 
characters  in  the  school  musical  ‘A  Funny 
Thing  Happened  on  the  Way  to  the  Forum”. 
During  the  performance,  I  overheard  a  young 
girl,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  Grace,  ask  her 
mother,  “Who  is  that?  How  old  do  you  think 
she  is?  I  like  her!”  Grace’s  humor  definitely 
struck  a  chord  with  the  audience. 

Of  all  her  performances,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  Music  Night  this  year 
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was  Grace’s  night.  Not  only  did  she  get  to 
show  off  her  impressive  vocal  range  with  a 
solo  in  Concert  Choir,  but  her  arrangement 
of  “Hallelujah”  performed  by  the  Wolfettes 
went  perfectly.  After  the  show,  the  first  thing 
that  everyone  said  to  me  was,  “I  can’t  believe 
that  was  Grace’s  voice...  she’s  so  good!”  All 
of  her  hard  work  really  paid  off,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  not  be  proud  of  her. 

One  thing  that  I  love  ajjout  Grace  is 
the  fact  that  when  she  wants  something  bad 
enough,  she  goes  for  it.  In  addition  to  being 
one  of  the  top  students  in  her  AP  Music 
Theory  class,  Grace  has  also  excelled  in  other 
academic  areas,  especially  in  mathematics. 
This  fall,  she’ll  be  attending  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh  and  plans  to  be  an  engineer 
ing  major,  while  hopefully  maintaining  her 
musical  endeavors.  No  matter  what  path  she 
decides  to  take,  she  will  be  successful  due  to 
her  strong  work  ethic.  Grace  ought  to  be 
congratulated  on  all  of  her  accomplishments 
so  far,  and  the  ones  that  are  sure  to  come. 


Arts  Spotlight 

David  Whitaker 


By  Katie  Harrison,  I 

Forum  Editor 


I  did  not  have  to  write  this  spotlight. 
I  could  have  filled  up  the  550  words  just  by 


listing  all  of  David’s  artistic  achievements — 
most  of  them  in  recognition  of  his  abilities  as 
a  tenor,  but  of  course  there  would  be  other, 
less  institutional  recognition  of  his  status  as 
a  singing,  dancing,  acting,  ponytailwearing 
style  magnate. 

He’s  a  pretty  accomplished  person,  for 
being  only  eighteen.  Since  I  really  want  to 
write  him  a  spotlight,  rather  than  just  listing 
off  his  performance  resume,  I’m  just  going 
to  toss  out  a  few  of  his  accolades,  so  we  have 
an  idea  what  we’re  dealing  with  here.  David 
is  currently  the  longest-serving  Wolff  one;  he 
has  qualified  for  the  Senior  District  festival 
four  times,  All-States  three  times,  and  All- 
Eastern  once;  two  years  ago,  he  was  picked 
for  a  performing  tour  of  Europe  with  some 
of  the  country’s  best  young  musicians;  and, 
let’s  not  forget,  he’s  also  played  the  part  of 
the  most  desirable  man  in  the  last  two  school 
musicals. 

I’ve  been  stalking  David  a  lot  recently, 
to  write  this  spotlight,  which  has  roused  Mr. 


Snyder’s  ire  to  no  end,  because  I  appear  to 
be  cutting  class — sorry,  it’s  really  nothing 
personal! — and  now  I’ve  stalked  him  to  a 
classroom  in  the  music  wing,  where  three  diF 
ferent  rehearsals  seem  to  be  going  on  at  once. 
David’s  rehearsing  something  gorgeous  with 
a  bunch  of  strings;  at  first  I  assumed  it  was 
someone’s  final  composition  from  AJP  Music 
Theory,  but  it  turns  out  that  it’s  actually 
from  Handel’s  Messiah.  This  mistake  is  a 
demonstration  of  why  David  is  receiving  the 
spotlight,  and  not  me. 

I’m  always  referring  to  David  in  con¬ 
versation — ’’you  know,  David  Whitaker,  the 
singer,”  but  even  so,  his  music  is  a  part  of  him 
I  don’t  know  that  much  about.  I  mean,  yes, 
I’ve  waited  for  him  after  lots  of  rehearsals 
over  the  years,  and  yes,  his  singing-along-to- 
the-radio  is  much  more  pleasant  than  mine; 
and  yes,  he  breaks  out  musician’s  slang  to 
describe  boring  things  as  “B-flat.”  fes,  when 
justifying  his  personal  superiority,  he  points 
out  that  in  an  opera,  the  tenor  always  gets  the 


girl.  I’ve  seen  him  perform,  though  not  nearly 
as  much  as  wish  I  had;  I’ve  congratulated  him 
on  qualifying  for  his  musical  festivals.  I’ve 
observed  the  way  his  family  seems  to  spin 
off  musicians  like  some  sort  of  fantastical 
machine.  I  know  he’s  excellent.  But  it’s  still 
so  easy  to  forget  how  he  got  so  good— that  it’s 
possible  because  he  loves  it  so  much. 

Sitting  here  in  the  music  wing  has 
gotten  me  closer  to  understanding  that.  He 
looks  so  intense,  presenting  his  “Variations 
on  a  Latin  Cha  Cha”  to  his  AP  Music  Theory 
class.  It’s  easy  to  tell  how  much  he  cares 
about  making  it  beautiful.  I  also  understand 
why  people  cut  class  to  stay  in  the  music 
wing.  Most  of  them  are  making  music  there, 
but  even  for  me,  it  seems  so  much  more  im¬ 
portant  to  remain  in  the  presence  of  beauty 
than  to  go  to  class.  I’d  tell  David,  teasing,  that 
that’s  why  I  hang  out  with  him— ”to  remain  in 
the  presence  of  beauty”— and  I  wouldn’t  really 
be  kidding.  He’s  all  kinds  of  wonderful,  and 
I’m  so  grateful  that  he’s  part  of  my  life. 


“Home  is  where  one  starts  from.” 

T.S.  Elliot 


Kindergarten  Picture 


First  day  of  Kindergarten 

Thacher  Montessori  School 

September  1994  Colin, 


Senior  Year  Picture 


Last  day  of  Senior  Year 
Boston  Latin  School 
May  2007 


What  a  journey!  Congratulations  on  all  your  hard  work. 

We’ll  leave  the  light  on. 

Love, 

Mom  and  Dad 
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Sports  Spotlight 

Connor  Duggan 


Bv  Alphonse  DePalma,  I 

CoNTRim tinc;  VVkitkk 


How  do  I  know  Connor  Duggan? 
Well  that’s  an  easy  one.  Connor  and  I  have 
lived  on  the  same  street,  Bradfield  Ave  (bee 
ter  known  as  “The  Ave”)  in  Roslindale,  all  of 
our  lives.  We  attended  Holy  Name  School 
in  West  Roxbury  and  participated  in  Park¬ 
way  youth  soccer  and  baseball  together. 
Along  the  way,  we  have  become  very  good 
friends.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  become 
fierce  competitors — much  like  Mia  I  Iamm 
and  Michael  Jordan  were  in  the  Gatorade 
commercials  of  the  past.  That  “anything 
you  can  do  I  can  do  better”  mentality  has 
led  to  highly  contested  events  (i.e.  who  is 
taller,  snow  shoveling,  wiffle  ball)  with  the 
prize  being  respect. 

One  place  where  Connor  has 
earned  my  respect,  and  definitely  has  my 
number,  is  football.  Following  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  a  couple  of  generations  of  Duggans, 
Connor  has  played  Latin  Football  since  the 
eighth  grade.  He  had  to  take  a  year  oft'  to 
properly  recover  from  a  leg  broken  in  vari¬ 
ous  places  during  a  Newton  South  football 
game  in  his  freshman  year,  but  nothing 
less  than  this  multiple  fracture  has  ever 
kept  him  off  the  field.  Despite  sickness 
and  maybe  broken  hands  (he  didn’t  bother 


going  to  the  doctor  to  find  out)  he  just 
wanted  to  get  out  on  the  field  and  make 
some  tackles.  He  worked  his  way  back  to 
the  starting  lineup  at  linebacker,  and  got  to 
start  this  Thanksgiving,  something  he  had 
been  looking  forward  to  for  many  years. 
The  Wolfpack,  if  you  remember,  shut  out 
the  Bulldogs  on  Thanksgiving  14-0. 

Connor  is  also  one  of  the  illus¬ 
trious  few  to  earn  a  spot  in  the  Wolfpack 
House  of  Iron  250  Club.  That  means  that 
he  can  bench  press  2^olbs,  approximately 
the  weight  of  three  Latin  School  sixies 
(backpacks  not  included),  l  ie  accomplished 
this  feat  in  his  junior  year.  Needless  to  say, 
though  I  have  challenged  him  to  many  con¬ 
tests  (I  can  take  him  in  wiffle  ball);  a  boxing 
match  has  never  been  one  of  them. 

How  do  you  know  Mr.  Duggan? 
You  may  think  that  you  don’t  personally 
know  him,  but  I  beg  to  differ.  You  have 
heard  him  vocalizing  in  the  hallways,  or 
maybe  even  in  the  classroom,  whether  it  be 
to  say  hello  to  someone  as  loud  as  he  can  or 
just  the  of  “woo  wooooo  woo”  that  he  has 
made  famous.  Or  maybe  you  have  had  to 
head  for  cover  as  he  gallops  down  the  hall¬ 
way  on  an  imaginary  horse  for  “freedom!”  It 
could  be  that  he  has  serenaded  you  on  BLS 
TV  or  during  a  class  presentation  with  one 
of  his  classic  renditions  of ‘American  Pic,” 
or  the  perennial  favorite  “Don’t  Stop  Believ¬ 
ing.”  Have  you  ever  walked  by  the  weight 
room  after  school  and  wondered  why  you 
heard  the  Dawson’s  Creek  theme  song  on 
full  blast?  Yeah,  that’s  Connor’s  iPod;  be¬ 
cause  he’s  in  charge  of  the  music  there. 

For  the  next  four  years  Connor 
has  decided  to  grace  the  halls  of  Suffolk 
University.  He  will  be  winning  oyer  those 
at  Suffolk  with  ease.  He  is  definitely  up  to 
whatever  challenge  may  come  across  his 
path.  Connor  is  one  of  the  best  people  you 
could  have  on  your  team.  He’s  staying  local, 
which  makes  me  regret  my  decision  to  take 
my  studies  to  the  Midwest — we  still  can’t 
decide  who  is  taller.  _ 


Sports  Spotlight 

MacCalvin  Romaine 


By  Jake  Graham-Felsen,  I 

Staff  YVkitkr 


He  pumps  fakes,  and  crosses  from 
right  to  left  like  MJ.  Then  he  gets  the 
first  step  past  his  Newton  South  de¬ 
fender  towards  the  cup.  After  evading 
the  help  defense  of  the  opposition’s 
center,  he  takes  off  like  Air  Force  One 
into  the  air.  He  seems  to  float  through 
;  the  space  like  a  hot  air  balloon  at  a 
summer  fair.  Finally  his  flight  comes  to 
its  apex  with  an  emphatic  slam-dunk, 
jarring  the  rim  loose.  As  he  descends 
down  from  the  rim  like  Mercury  from 
the  heavens,  the  crowd  roars.  He  is  the 
essence  of  grace;  the  soul  of  hustle;  the 
embodiment  of  utter  strength;  he  is 
MaCalvin  Romain. 

My  first  encounter  with  MacCal¬ 
vin  Romain  was  in  9th  grade  basketball 
try-outs  when  he  swatted  my  weak  left 
handed  lay  up  attempt  off  the  back 
board  like  a  bobcat  would  to  its  prey. 
From  that  point  on  I  learned  my  les¬ 
son  about  lofting  up  weak  shots  when 
faced  up -against  the  smothering  D  of 
MacCalvin.  From  those  early  freshmen 
try-outs,  where  MacCalvin  flaunted  his 
natural  athletic  ability  and  now  famous 
vertical  leap,  MacCalvin  has  prospered 


into  a  very  mature  and  good  basketball 
player  and  even  closer  friend.  In  his 
senior  year,  as  Co-captain  of  the  Varsity 
team,  he  averaged  a  solid  11  points  a 
game,  but  his  shut  down  defense  was 
even  more  impressive,  in  helping  lead 
the  team  to  its  first  DCL  Championship 
in  10  years,  and  three  rounds  deep  into 
the  playoffs.  Not  only  was  he  successful 
in  a  team  sense  of  the  game,  but  also 
shined  bright  in  the  individual  aspects 
of  the  game.  MacCalvin  for  the  second 
straight  year  is  the  reigning  DCL  slam 
dunk  champ,  and  capped  off  his  illus¬ 
trious  dunking  career  this  past  contest 
by  jumping  over  the  infamous  Olajide 
Ogundipc  before  throwing  an  emphatic 
one  handed  jam. 

MacCalvin  Romain  is  much  more 
than  a  kid  with  a  lot  of  hops  and  sweet 
stroke  from  beyond  the  arc.  His  second 
passion,  besides  computers,  an  unknown 
fact  to  many,  is  rapping  and  music  pro¬ 
duction.  He  goes  by  MacNum  under  the 
label  of  RunDem  Productions  with  his 
uncle  and  little  brother  YungEze,  when 
he  spits  on  his  famous  tracks  like  “Trend 
Setter,”  “Move  Ya  Body,”  and  “Whip  It.” 
His  flow  is  undeniably  one  of  the  best  in 
the  rap  game,  and  his  beats  contend  with 
Kanyc  and  Timbaland.  So  if  you  didn’t 
catch  the  Mac  on  the  court,  you  can  al¬ 
ways  listen  to  his  tracks  on  his  myspace 
or  any  concerts  he  performs  at. 

MacCalvin  “MacNum”  Romain 
is  above  all  a  quality  and  loyal  friend, 
boyfriend  (sorry  for  all  you  fiending 
honeys),  and  student.  He  will  be  going  to 
Boston  College  next  year,  staying  close 
to  home,  his  lady  Franny,  and  pursuing 
his  basketball  dreams.  He  is  a  bomb 
homie,  and  whether  you  are  calling  him 
Calves,  Calvo,  Calvin,  Mac,  Space  Man, 
Macnum,  MacCalvin  (Haitian  accent), 
orjumpman,  his  cheesy  smile  will  always 
shine  bright  through  a  regularly  dreary 
BLS  day. 


ODE  TO  KAYLA  SHAUGHNESSY. 

For  the  very  first  baby  to  say  Nana  to  me, 

You’re  still  a  sweetheart  and  I  still  love  thee.  KBM 

I  ' 

Fortes,  Fotuna,  Adjuvat  -  TJM 
“Fm  hip,  I’m  hip,  I’m  absolutely  hip”. 

She’d  state  upon  the  Green  Hill’s  deck  before  she’d  take  a  dip.  -  JM 

Six  years  at  Latin  from  dusk  to  dawn. 

BRAVO  to  my  ‘zausted  Kayla  Shaun.  -  AM 
She  got  off  the  plane  in  Malawi 
and  said  “wherethehellarewe?”  -  SL 
From  Saturday  mornings  at  Today’s  Bread  Cafe 
To  the  Vineyard  and  Bal  Harbour,  Oh  the  memories  we’ve  made.  -  CG 

Six  years  of  curriculum  grueling  on  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur  ’ 

You’re  part  of  the  oldest  in  schooling,  Bravo  to  the  girl  we  adore.  -  JM 

Roses  are  red,  Violets  are  blue,  My  fondest  memories? 

BEST  FRIENDS  DAY  WITH  YOU!  -  KJ 
Our  first  dates  were  with  Kayla  -  Houlihans,  Pru,  Plymouth,  and  1722  - 

ty.  '=  '  - 

•  '  •  i  ■■  ■:  .  .- 

We  hope  you  only  go  as  far  as  BU  -  Tommy,  Stacy  and  our  little  crew  -  we  love  you! 

K,  Kayla!  You’re  the  Koolest  Kuz  you  Rare! 

Kongrats!  \J/e  Love  You  like  Krazy!  -Joe  and  Bare 

'V,  1 


MMKi 
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Sports  Spotlight 

Patsy  Foley 


By  Natalie  Moran,  I 

Contributing  Writer 


If  you  don’t  know  Patsy  Foley,  you 
are  missing  out,  and  I  extend  my  sincerest 
apologies. 

When  I  first  met  Patsy  she  was  sit¬ 
ting  in  the  front  row  of  Ms.  Wdliam’s  class 
wearing  a  flaming  orange  sweatshirt  adver 
tising  Syracuse  college.  Not  only  does  this 
sweatshirt  look  dazzling,  but  it  tells  you  a  lot 
about  Patsy  The  color  is  bold  and  expresses 
her  outgoing  personality.  Syracuse  is  the 
school  one  of  her  siblings  attends.  Patsy 
LOVES  her  family  and  would  probably 
drop  dead  for  them  if  they  asked;  she  treats 
her  friends  the  same  way  ..even  if  you  don’t 
know  her  she  makes  you  feel  comfortable 
and  is  truly  someone  you  can  confide  in. 

Patsy  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
trustworthy  people  in  the  world.  She  will 
listen  to  you,  no  questions  asked,  and  re¬ 


gardless  of  her  personal  opinions,  she  will 
give  you  the  best  advice  possible.  As  an  avid 
member  of  Spoken  Word,  she  is  “being  the 
change  she  wishes  to  see  in  the  world”.  Her 
dream  to  work  as  a  Social  Worker  is  not  only 
suitable,  but  she  will  ROCK  at  it,  just  as  she 
excels  in  everything  else  she  does. 

The  Latin  School  community  will  not 
be  the  same  without  Patsy  and  next  year 
it  will  be  difficult  to  find  someone  with  as 
much  school  spirit  and  pride.  The  football 
games  will  be  missing  her  chants  of  “OH 
SEVEN!”  The  opposing  basketball  teams 
will  be  glad  that  that  SuperFan  from  Latin 
is  not  shouting  at  the  top  of  her  lungs  during 
their  foul  shouts,  but  the  team  that  will  miss 
her  most  will  certainly  be  Softball. 

For  fives  years  Patsy  has  put  her  heart 
and  soul  into  the  softball  team  and  all  of 
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her  dedication  was  rewarded  during  senior 
year  as  she  earned  a  spot  as  captain.  Patsy  is 
not  only  an  excellent  mentor  for  the  team’s 
younger  members,  but  she  is  a  remarkable 
role  model  for  both  myself  and  others 
(regardless  of  age).  Miss  Foley  hit  a  game 
winning  run  just  this  year  and  is  considered 
an  All  Star  among  her  teammates. 

But  Patsy  isn’t  just  an  All  Star  in 
athletics;  she  is  an  All  Star  at  life.  If  I  had 
to  pick  one  of  the  finest,  most  loyal,  most 
beautiful,  most  intelligent,  most  caring 
and  most  genuine  individuals  I  have  ever 
met,  there  would  be  no  competition.  I  am 
lucky  to  have  another  four  years  of  Patsy’s 
FAMOUS  hugs  at  Providence  College 
where  I  am  sure  her  stunning  personality 
and  open  mind  will  lead  her  to  great  places 
with  great  friends  by  her  side. 


Club.  One  can  only  wonder  how  his  god¬ 
like  strength  is  matched  by  his  gazelle 
like  grace  and  cheetah  like  speed,  both  of 
which  he  isn’t  shy  about  displaying  in  the 
sports  he  plays. 

He  began  his  career  with  freshman 
football  in  the  8th  grade  as  the  highly  re¬ 
garded  handoff  QB.  He  was  so  confident 
in  his  skills  that  he  once  even  decided  to 
give  the  opposition  a  pity  head  start,  by  “air 
cidentally”  handing  the  ball  off  to  the  other 
team!  He  then  promptly  dropkicked  the 
unfortunate  “playmaker.”  Amazingly,  after 
suffering  two  tom  ACLs  and  meniscuses 
sophomore  year,  he  still  managed  to  lead 
the  DCL  in  touchdowns  and  QB  sacks. 
In  fact,  a  QB  once  sacked  himself  in  fear 
instead  of  facing  the  wrath  of  Tompkins. 

Usually  a  man  of  little  emotion,  he 
has  been  known  to  hulk  out  when  the  oc¬ 
casion  calls  for  it.  It  is  this  intensity  that 
makes  him  such  a  force  to  be  reckoned 
with  on  the  football  field  and  especially 
on  the  wrestling  mats.  Those  who  know 
Ryan  see  through  his  intimidating  glare 
to  the  nice,  quiet,  gentle,  person  that  he 
is.  However,  when  the  occasion  calls,  he 


Sports  Spotlight 

Ryan  Tompkins 


By  Ben  Speicher,  I 

Staff  Writer 


Lumbering  around  the  hallways  at 
6’3”  225  of  solid  muscle,  this  husky  giant 
casts  a  shadow  over  his  fellow  students 
at  BLS,  both  in  the  classroom  and  most 
certainly  on  the  field.  One  of  the  few 
tri-sport  varsity  athletes,  he  is  the  only 
member  of  the  exclusive  3501b.  bench  club, 
aptly  renamed  the  Ryan  “Tank”  Tompkins 


can  transform  into  a  dangerous  hurricane 
destroying  anything  in  his  path.  He  used 
this  intensity  at  the  Oliver  Ames  wrestling 
match  where  he  needed  to  pin  the  2751b 
goliath  of  an  opponent  in  order  to  win  the 
match  for  the  team.  In  dramatic  fashion, 
the  Hurricane  outrmuscled  and  outrwilled 
his  opponent  pinning  him  with  only  two 
seconds  left. 

Ryan  also  contributes  to  the  base¬ 
ball  team  as  a  power  hitting  first  baseman 
who  refuses  to  give  up.  I’ve  never  heard 
Ryan  scream  more  loudly  than  when  he’s 
cheering  on  his  teammates.  But  with  the 
Spring  comes  another  sport  for  the  Tank, 
competitive  eating.  Ryan  can  consume 
more  food  than  anyone  I  know  and  can  do 
it  faster  too.  On  a  field  trip  he  once  ate  a 
triple  whopper  in  12  seconds.  This  feat  can 
only  be  topped  by  his  ability  to  consume 
large  quantities  of  ice  cream.  At  the  Scoo- 
per  Bowl,  while  I  struggled  to  shove  down 
29  scoops  of  delicious  ice  cream  down  my 
throat,  Ryan  was  calmly  inhaling  his  40th 
only  stopping  because  he  had  a  dentist 
appointment.  Be  sure  to  look  out  for  him 
at  the  July  4th  Nathan’s  hot  dog  eating 


contest.  Besides  training  with  the  world 

renowned  Japanese,  his  secret  is  simply  “I 
never  get  full.” 

It  is  amazing  to  see  how  well  Ryan 
does  as  he  competes  in  so  many  different 
areas  of  athletics,  especially  considering 
all  the  other  activities  he  does.  At  school, 
Ryan  takes  on  a  heavy  math  and  science 
load  including  2  very  tough  APs  (Physics 
and  Modem  Euro)  and  still  manages  to  get 
approbation.  He  may  be  the  only  member 
of  the  National  Honor  Society  who  can 
also  boast  a  4.2sec  40yd  time  and  a  42 
in.  vertical  leap.  Most  do  not  know  this, 
but  Ryan  has  been  a  member  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  since  the  5th  grade  and  has  recently 
been  awarded  the  highest  ranking  of  Eagle 
Scout.  Usually  he’svery  quiet, butwhenhe’s 
in  the  mood,  he  is  the  funniest  kid  I  know. 
I  have  been  blessed  to  know  him  since  I 
was  4,  blessed  to  go  to  school  with  him, 
blessed  to  share  a  locker  room  with  him 
for  all  three  sports,  and  most  importantly 
blessed  to  be  his  friend.  In  the  fall,  I  will 
miss  Ryan  as  he  goes  on  to  share  his  talents 
with  the  lucky  student  body  of  Cornell.  I 
hope  they’re  ready  for  the  Hulk. 


Jasmine, 

Always  remember.,.*.  Whether  you  turn  to  the 
right  or  to  the  left,  your  ears  will  hear  a  voice 
behind  you,  saying,  “This  is  the  way;  walk  in  it.” 

Isaiah  30:21 


Congratulations!  You  have  done  your  Village 
proud  -  your  family,  your  church,  your  teachers, 
and  of  course,  your  mentors  at  Steppingstones  and 

Project  Success. 

-  Love  Auntie  and  Uncle 
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Seniors 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


A  .  "  I 

Congratulations  Barry! 


"You  know  that  children  are  growing  up  when  they  start  asking  questions  that  have  answers." 


Love, 

Mom  80',  Dad  '82,  Chris  '09,  Mike  '11 


To  the  Class  of  2007  graduating  seniors  of  the 
Boston  Latin  Girls  Crew  Team 

Anna  Rice  Taylor  Kehoe  Brittany  Callander 
Tricia  Dougherty  Zoe  Kadish  Molly  Johnson 
Nghi  Tran  Liz  Tran  Jane  Newbold 
Jen  Dolan  Kaitlin  Jackson 

Many  thanks  for  your  hard  work,  sportsmanship,  and  competitive  spirit.  May  you  look  back  on  these  years  with  great  memories 
beyond  the  calluses  and  jumpies,  and  treasure  the  joy  you  had  working  as  a  team,  and  the  pleasure  you  brought  to  your  fans  and  parents. 

Our  best  wishes  to  you  in  all  your  future  endeavors. 

Friends  of  BLS  Crew 
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Senior  Section 


Boston  Latin  School 


“And  then,  the  octogenarian  nun  leaps 
from  the  birthday  cake!" 

“Gypsy,  who’s  this  lady  you  have 
shrunk?" 

“Her  name  was  Esther,  she  was  the 
bester” 

loth  grade  English  class  w/Figgy 
4  snow  days  in  a  row 
5th  period  physics 

8th  grade:  connections,  nonsense,  with 
the  crew 

Aaron  telling  Caroline  to  stand  up  to 
show  everyone  how  tight  her  pants 
are 

All  Star  nights 

All  the  people  I’ve  met  and  become 
friends  with 

Any  and  all  Shap  Bashes 
AP  Music  Theory  class  with  Mr. 

Snyder  <3 
AP  Writing 
armageddon  &  beyond 
back  room  of  the  auditorium 
Ballroom  dancing  class  with  Ms.  Davis 
BBQ  at  Larz  Anderson 
beach  days 

being  pushed  down  the  hall  at  90  mph 
in  a  janitor’s  bin  by  Dan  Attridge 
being  wanted  the  most 
bio  class  w/Shawn  Le 
boys’  bathroom  sophomore  year 
breaking  Haley’s  deck  while  skipping 
school  in  8th  grade 
Brighton  Nights 

burning  end-oFthe-year  work  in  front 
of  school 
bus  rides 

Chewbaka  and  Fire  Ts  adventures 
chilling  in  Mr.  Flynn’s  office  -  alt  day, 
every  day 

Chinese  Comp  with  Ms.  Wang 
classroom  tag  in  10th  grade  latin 
Converge  video 
Costa  Rica  ‘07  with  Izzo 
Courtney  Holt’s  nose 
CreepyDan 

D  &  D's  with  Ms.  Middleton 
D6  R6  study  with  Ms.  Freeman 
Daddy  Rock  in  Cancun  with  Redd  & 


Vanessa  and  the  group  from  New 
Jersey 

David  falling  down  the  stairs  in  a  suit 
days  off  from  school 
DC  Trips 

discovering  the  loft 
doing  crew  and  JCL 
doing  no  schoolwork  when  finals  were 
all  over 

Dr.  Neary  kowtow 

Dr.  Neary  throwing  burning  paper  out 
the  window 

Dr.  Near/s  class,  every  single  day 
dubbed  “TEAM  OF  DESTINY”  after 
beating  Brookline  in  playoffs 
duckie 

Eastern  Europe  ‘07 
eating  a  bagel  on  New  Years  2007 
eating  pie  on  pi  day 
emack’s  tradition  every  year 
emergency  exit  staircase 
Encore  in  Ms.  Palmer’s  AP  Composi¬ 
tion 

FABRIZIO! 

Facing  trip  ‘06 

FIRE  ALARM  MADNESS! 

Fire  T  and  Chewy 
First  A+  senior  year 
Football  band 
foreign  policy 
France  ‘04 

friends  /  all  the  stupid  stuff  we  did 
Genie  vs.  Spirit  Airlines 
getting  a  5  on  the  AP  US  History  test 
after  one  long  year  with  Kirkpat¬ 
rick 

getting  into  college 
going  to  Duong’s  house  and  eating  all 
his  food 

going  out  with  Mr.  Nana 
Gospel  Choir  ‘o5-’o6 
guild 

Hammer  Drunk  in  Bahamas 
having  Mr.  Smith  for  Latin  twice 
having  the  heart  moment  with  Gino  in 
AP  Writing 
Herbert  and  Coco 
high  school  musical  parties  in  the 
computer  lab 


entow 


Best  Memory 


homeroom 

humanities  w/sully 

humping  the  floor  in  D.J.'s  class 

Italy  ‘04,  ‘05,  ‘06 

Italy  ‘06  con  Jagermaestro 

Italy:  namely,  April  22,  2006 

Jacques  the  Mad  French  Peasant 

JAMA 

JAMA!  all  the  people  who  left  us 
before  the  end— gone  but  not 
forgotten 
JIM  EDSON! 

Joe’s  blissfully  ignorant  comments  in 
AP  Physics 
July  27th,  2006 
June  23rd,  2006 
June  6th, 2006 
Junior  Prom 

last  day  of  school  freshman 
Latin  Tradition  senior  year 
leaving  school  early  because  of  snow 
lofting  it  on  Thanksgiving  2006 
making  rice  pilaf  at  4am  with  fishy 
Marina 

maybe  all  those  little  inside  jokes  with 
fabulous  people  I  know  I’ll  miss 
meeting  Abby  Brown  in  9th  grade 
meeting  multiCRUNKtional 
meeting  my  group  of  friends  in  9th 
grade 

meeting  the  love  of  my  life 
metting  three  special  people  in  art  class 
MM°7,  Figgy’s  class 
Montreal  ‘06 

Mr.  Duke-Crocker’s  pre-calc  class 
Mr.  Izzo  atTecci’s  Restaurant 
Mr.  Izzo’s  office  during  lunch  and  study 
Mr.  Luis  telling  us  that  he  has  a  31  year 
old  “friend"  who  likes  to  call  him 
daddy 

Mr.  Nieves  wearing  a  condom  on  his 
hand  like  a  glove 
Mr.  Power  punting  trash  cans 
Mrs.  Myette’s  Italian  class  with  Luigi 
Ms.  Devin’s  7th  grade  Latin  class 
Ms.  Kirkpatrick  getting  scared  by  Ryan 
Foley  dressed  as  a  gorilla 
Ms.  McCourt’s  toth  grade  English  class 
Ms.  Middleton's  talks 


multiCRUNKing 

Music  Night  2007 

my  18th  birthday  party 

Naveed’s  house 

New  Year’s  2007 

Nghi  Tran’s  18th  birthday  party 

no  such  thing 

not  bahamas  07 

November  4th,  2006 

nurse’soffice 

our  conversations  at  the  breakfast 
Parties  in  Ms.  Devin’s  room 
passing  notes  with  Fade  in  eighth  grade 
Italian 

Patrick  Meade 
performing  at  asian  night 
Philip  On’s  chibbe  dance 
playing  cards  in  10th  grade  Latin 
playing  tag  with  the  entire  class  of 
2007 

powderpuff 

practicing  for  International  Showcase 
in  8th  grade 
Puerto  Rico  2007 
R5  Art  Class 

ravin’  in  a  Dutch  field  ‘til  7AM 
ring  around  the  rosey  in  the  basement 
ripping  on  people  on  the  basketball  bus 
running  back  from  the  Pru  to  catch  an 
Improv  show 
San  Diego  ‘07 
saving  inchworms 
semi 

senior  spring 

senior  spring  break  ‘07  w/my  fellow 
cancun-ies 
senior  strings 

SENIOR  YEAR:  getting  into  college 
and  graduating 
Shane-O’s 
Shari 

sitting  in  Starbucks 

sitting  with  Kelly  in  Greek 

sixie  social 

ski  trip  ‘06 

skip  day 

sleepovers 

slept  in  Spanish  class  and  had  my 

picture  taken  -  it  still  exists  today  in 


Ms.  William’s  room 
Spanish  class  R5  with  DJ 
spa-rific 

Spring  Break  2007:  Bahamas 
Starbucks  buns 
staring  at  my  crush 
studies  with  Michael 
super  heroes  (halloween) 
sylvana  opris 
Taboo 
taco  bell 

taking  Art  in  8th,  nth,  &  12th  with  Mr. 
Harris 

taking  the  bus  with  Erik 
Ted  Barry 

that  time  we  bet  Ian  Kapuza  to  drink  a 
whole  carton  of  sushi  dip 
the  big  balloon  at  Coco  Bongo’s 
the  car  ride  with  Eduardo  Braziliano, 
Spyder,  Mexicana,  and  Rinda 
the  last  days  of  school  when  nothing 
matters 

the  Red  Sox  winning  the  World  Series 
the  very  many  dance  parties 
the  woods 

throwing  icees  at  the  duck  boats 
Tony  the  Whale-Rider 
tripping  Rafael  and  have  him  flying 
down  the  hallway 
watching  E-nel  fall  down  the  fire 
escape 

watchingjamiliyah  hump  D.J.’s  floor 
watchingjamiliyah  Richardson  hump 
the  floor  in  Spanish  class 
watching  Ms.  Freeman  laugh  at  Alex 
Pryse  puking  into  a  bag 
watching  the  sunrise  after  staying  up  all 
night  with  friends  freshman  year 
when  Kevin  Walsh  ate  glue  for  Sio 
when  Ms.  Kelley  said  I  had  nice  shoes 
when  redd  ran  face  first  into  the  base¬ 
ment 

when  the  T-rex  burst  through  the  wall 
and  saved  us  from  the  velociraptors 
will  be  graduation 
winning  battle  of  the  bands.. .twice 
winning  Mass  Publics  2005 
Winning  States 
Zareen  aka  “princess" 


— 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

Today  is  a  day  to  6e  proud  of  aCC you  fiave  accompdshed 
and  how  hard you  have  worked. 

§0  forth  in  Cife  and hjiowyou  can  accomplish  anything. 

( BeCieve  inyourseff. 

JlCways  remem6er  how  much  you  are  Coved, 
and  how  proud  we  are  of  you! 

‘How  OCessedwe  are  to  fiave  you  for  our  daughter! 
Congratulations,  HataCie  Jean! 

Jiff  our  Cove  V, 

'Dad,  ‘Mum,  Katie,  (Efiza6eth,  Mason  and  Justin 


Senior  Section 


Worst  Memory 


4/9/05 

“your  conduct  is  on  display  seniors” 
10th  grade  latin 

10th  grade...  the  first  time  around 
12/5/05! 

6:00  every  morning 
9/1 1  Sixie  year 

a  dear  friend  passing  away  during 
sophomore  year 
Akeson 

all  nighters  to  do  my  research  paper 
all  of  ninth  grade  minus  CMC 
all  the  10th  grade  drama 
all  the  deaths  in  sophomore  year 
almost  failing  Latin  for  the  year  in 
9th  grade 

anything  within  the  walls  of  032 
AP  calc  AB 
ap  Chem 
ap  physics 
ap  us  history 

ap  us  history  with  Kirkpatrick 
asking  greg  for  gum  at  a  holy  name 
dance 

basically  all  of  7th  grade  earth  science 
being  accused  of  skipping  6th  and  7th 
period  in  8th  grade  to  go  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  cuz  a  friend  broke  her  ankle 
being  called  into  Ms.  Kelley’s  office 
with  Mr.  Flynn  for  disciplinary 
action 

being  caught  lying  by  a  teacher  or 
floormaster 

betting  shot  six  times  in  five  minutes 
Bryan  Strickland 

Cahill’s  Latin  class  2  years  in  a  row 
Craven'3 

crying  in  class  (more  than  once) 
dating  a  communist  in  Sixie  year 
David  Alexis 

dealing  with  teachers  who  didn’t 
teach,  but  expected  you  to  pass 
their  tests 
discovering  the  loft 
dislocating  my  knee  in  the  lower  gym 
doing  terrible  in  junior  year 
Dr.  Glover 

emergency  exit  staircase 
ever  associating  with  deni 
every  ap  us  history  class 
every  minute  of  ms.  Johnson’s  10th 
grade  English  class 
every  day  Nicole  was  not  here 
failing  Spanish 

fainting  in  Ms.  Gomez's  class  and  Mr. 


Schluzas’s  class 

fashion/talent  incident  Sixie  year 
finding  out  in  homeroom  that  Ms. 
Devin  passed  away 

finding  out  ms.  Devin,  mr.  Grant,  and 
Stephanie  lam  died 

finding  out  my  math  average  was 
59.3%  on  the  last  day  of  school  in 
9th  grade 

first  day  of  school  7th  grade 
first  F  I  ever  received 
flashcards  in  Ms.  Stuppard  Spanish 
class 

Flink  and  Marty  holding  hands  while 
sleeping  on  my  love  seat 
fiink  pawing 
French  3 

•  get  injured  and  missing  spring  track 
getting  a  D  in  mr.  Lapon’s  algebra 
class 

getting  a  huge  burn  on  my  back  from 
the  hallway  heater 

getting  called  into  Flynn’s  office  like 
every  day  for  stupid  reasons 
getting  caught  cheating  on  a  Chem 
test 

getting  censured 

getting  dumped  by  Ryan  Foley  in  the 
7th  grade  TWICE 

getting  in  trouble  for  something  stupid 
every  day 

getting  in  trouble  in  Prague 
getting  locked  in  the  2nd  floor  bath¬ 
room 

getting  lost  by  myself  in  the  common 
on  new  years 
getting  my  first  D 
getting  rejected  to  prom 
getting  rushed  during  eighth  grade 
getting  stuck  in  the  bathroom  stall 
getting  Veiga  and  forina  in  10th  grade 
getting  walked-in  on  in  the  auditorium 
after  school 
going  out  with  Jill 

got  caught  plagiarizing  a  research  topic 
on  Augustus-  did  not  know  it  was 
plagiarizing 
grades  7-12 

having  detention  every  day  because  I 
got  caught  cutting  every  other  day 
having  lunchmeat  stuffed  in  my  match¬ 
book  :-) 

having  mr.  Haritos  in  7th  grade 
Humanities 

humanities  with  ms.  Gray 


IHOP  in  Harvard  square  at  2  am 
Insanally’s  French  class 
Julie  leaving  BLS  after  December 
junior  prom 

junior  year  research  paper 
Kid  Simple  Guild  semi-finals 
Latin  class  with  ms.  Insanally 
learning  that  on  the  first  day  of  10th 
grade  that  my  uncle  died 
losing  ms.  Devin 

making  fun  of  people  who  turned  out 
decent 
MCAS 

meeting  the  goof  Gerry  Li 
messing  my  lines  up 
Mr.  Akeson 
mr.  Centeio 
Mr.  Deveney  retiring 
Mr.  Haritos 

Mr.  Haritos’  class  in  7th  grade 
Mr.  Luis 

mr.  Mahoney  asking  me  every  day 
whether  I’d  had  my  flapjacks  that 
AM 

Mr.  Nieves  wearing  a  condom  on  his 
hand  like  a  glove 

Mr.  Powers  9th  grade  algebra  class 
Mr.  Power’s  class 
Mr.  Weatherby 
Mrs.  Tolbert  Johnson’s  class! 

Ms.  Bateman’s  rudeness  and  mood- 
swings 

Ms.  Devin’s  death 
Ms.  Gray 

ms.  Insanally’s  French  class 

Ms.  Johnson’s  12th  grade  English  class 
Ms.  Kelley  monotone  announcements 
with  very  little  meaning 
Ms.  Mccourt  telling  me  I  have  ESL 
problems 

Ms.  Middleton  and  Ms.  Devin  funeral 
ms.  Middleton’s  death 
Ms.  Middleton’s  English  class  in  8th 
grade 
Ms.  Pagos 
Ms.  Ponte 
Ms.  Ponte’s  class 
Ms.  Shannon 

ms.  Shannon’s  Spanish  tests 
Ms.  Walker’s  class 
my  first  breakup,  that  was  terrible 
my  first  detention  in  8th  grade  for  try¬ 
ing  to  throw  M&M’s  into  Marie’s 
mouth 

my  mother  yelling  my  name  down  the 


hall  trying  to  find  me  as  a  Sixie 
my  single  tardy  detention  in  7th  grade 
when  my  mom  came  with  me 
my  social  life  in  9th  grade.  Ouch 
nightmares  about  being  late  for 
school 

not  getting  a  sign  on  my  locker  for  my 
birthday  in  9th  grade 
not  getting  into  Champlain  College 
mainly  due  to  my  bad  English 
grades 

not  staying  friends  with  all  my  close 
friends 

October  31  2003 

Pepsi  and  Sandra  hating  me  in  Sixie 
year 

plane  home  from  italy  2005 
pre-calc  with  Luis 

Presenting  a  science  project  on  the  last 
day  of  school  in  7th  grade 
Rahoney 

reading  that  paragraph  out  loud  for 
turpin  lot  times 
reading  the  ski  trip  article 
Sanford 

Savage  beatings 
science  project  9th  grade 
see  Julia  crying 

seeing  will  weir  get  pantsed...  by 
himself 
semi  ‘05 

semi  on  the  beach 
September  nth  in  7th  grade 
sitting  in  homeroom  after  ms.  Devin 
died 

sitting  in  Latin  class 
smelling  like  puke  in  the  nurse’s  office 
someone  taking  a  bite  of  spring  roll  (and 
possibly  overreacting) 

Sophomore  semi  on  the  park  bench 
sophomore  semi  outside  at  the  fens 
Spanish  in  9th  grade 
Sprummy  my  uncle  on  my  i8th  birth¬ 
day 

stink  bomb  in  9th  grade  Latin  class 
stupid  high  school  drama 
Sunday  night  in  Cancun 
swimming  in  croc  water  with  a  messed 
up  on  boat  crying  for  help  with  toya, 
Vanessa,  and  Raphael  H. 

T+D  Costa  Rica 

taking  the  walk  of  shame  from  LaQuin- 
ta  new  years  morning  2007 
telling  Dr.  Cohee  I  had  to  go  to  the 
bathroom  when  he  asked  if  I  was 
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ok 

that  miserable  mile  23  show 
that  one  time  when  I  looked  at  your 
face 

the  break-up 

the  car  ride  back  from  good  times 
the  craven  sisters 
the  day  Chloe  didn’t  talk  to  me 
the  day  the  Dow  broke  13,000 
the  dodgeball  incident  in  ninth  grade 
gym 

the  downfall  of  the  “smoker  spot" 
RIP 
the  loft 

the  morning  after  Ms.  Devin’s  death 
the  passing  away  of  ms.  Devin  and  ms. 
Middleton 

The  show  choir  incident  (yeah,  that 
was  baaad) 

the  stupid  ugly  spider  in  the  APES 
book 

the  tragic  Manning/Trofimov/Walshy 
bust 

throwing  2x4 
Turpin’s  Africa  test 
Valentin’s  class 
Veiga 

waiting  for  college  letters 
waking  up  and  realizing  I  got  Bryan’s 
sloppy  seconds 
waking  up  in  Eamon’s  trunk 
waling  into  the  boys  bathroom 
Walking  into  mr.  Veiga’s  class  for  the 
second  year  in  a  row 
Walking  past  the  second  floor  hallway 
after  04/09/05 

when  I  realized  I  was  here  for  more 
than  6  years 

when  mr.  Forina  left  and  we  got  a  sub 
for  the  rest  of  the  year 
when  mr.  Power  made  me  cry 
when  mr.  Turpin  caught  me  cheating  in 
9th  grade  (but  I  got  out  of  it) 
when  ms.  Gray  cried  during  humani¬ 
ties 

when  my  father  passed  away  senior 
year 

when  my  lock  got  stolen  off  my  locker 
early  in  Sixie  year  and  my  calcula¬ 
tor  was  stolen  out  of  my  locker  as 
a  result 

When  Will  Weir  got  kept  back 
wiping  out  in  the  middle  of  the  “din¬ 
ing  hall” 
yearbook 


There  was  a  young  girl  who  went  to  BLS 
Whe's  laappy  it's  Brad  nation  time  I'd  guess 
Her  name  is  Lizz  Eddy 
For  college  she's  ready 
Wlaere  I'm  sure  shell  have  much  success! 


-  Love,  Mom 


Congratulations  to  the  last  class  I  taught  as  a 
teacher  at  Boston  Latin,  Do  your  best  to  make  the 
world  a  better  place, 

Mr.  C.  A.  Aversa 


Buster,  Wheatfield,  Spooky  Lukey, 
Peanut,  B.B.D.,  Ned,  Pumpkin’head, 
Pussy,  Nori,  Piglet,  Buttser, 

We  Love  You  Norris  Duncan !! 
Congratulations,  You  Done  Good !! 


Congrats  on  your 
graduation  Kyle!!! 

We  love  you  and  are  very 
proud  of  you!!! 

Love, 

Mom,  Olivia, 

Mike,  and  Laura. 
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Senior  Section 


Boston  Latin  School 


Things  I  Wish  I  Had  Done 


actually  tried  9-1 1  grades 

ap  Spanish  with  dr  james 

asked  gerry  li  to  prom 

asked  this  girl  out 

attended  one  of'  the  football  games 

bahamas  ‘07 

been  more  active  in  school  to  change  its  structure 
and  talk  to  steph  lam  more 
been  the  pole  when  sarah  hang  was  giving  a 
pole  dance 

beaten  the  juniors  powderpuff 
become  a  cast  member  on  seinfeld 
been  a  professional  wrestler  nicknamed 
0  Raven” 

been  absent  more 

been  less  shy  in  the  earlier  years 

been  the  only  white  girl  in  step  squad 

big  blue 

cared 

cared  less 

cared  more 

cheated  more 

chccrlcading,  more  extracurriculars.  gone  to 
Europe 

continued  running  track 
continued  with  german  after  8th  grade 
crashed  more  proms 

cut  class,  made  friends  with  more  teachers  so  I 
could  visit  them  when  I  cut  class 
done  the  things  I  got  in  trouble  for 
done  an  act  for  asian  night 


done  my  math  HW 
done  stand-up  for  declamation  EVERY  term 
dr.  n Cary’s  reading  the  night  before 
drank  more  water 

enjoyed  old  man  and  the  sea  in  7th  grade  thusly 
going  through  puberty  taster 
experienced  bryan  doing  his,  doing  his,  doing 
his  thing 

fall  into  senioritis  more 

fallen  asleep  in  a  class 

gone  out  with  Bryan  in  7th  grade 

gone  to  italy  in  toth  grade 

gone  to  PR  for  real 

gone  to  school  on  time  more  often 

gone  to  sixic  social 

gone  to  semi 

gone  to  the  clubs  I  signed  up  for 
gone  to  the  roof 
gotten  a  drivers  license 
gotten  approbation 
gotten  into  senior  strings 
gotten  to  know  all  the  people  I  didn’t 
gotten  better  grades  so  I’d  have  a  higher  GPA 
by  senior  year 
gotten  politically  involved 
giown  a  beard  and  gotten  a  tattoo 
had  a  lightsaber  duel  in  the  cafeteria 
had  more  absenses 
had  stronger  friendships 
had  the  guts  to  approach  more  men 
honors/AP  math,  applied  tor  more  scholarships. 


been  more  open  with  my  teachers 
hooked  up  with  someone  else 
kissed  you  on  our  date 
joined  the  realm  of  cool  asians  earlier 
kept  up  viola  and/or  joined  a  musical  group, 
more  art 

known  the  rest  of  my  class 
learn  to  play  the  drums 
learned  to  cook 
learned  to  play  the  piano 
left  the  school 

left  the  united  states  permanently 
less  busy  work 

listened  to  cat  coyne’s  amazing  fashion  advice 
lit  a  fire  that  worked 
lived  my  life 

made  friends  with  happier/more  fon  people 

more  clubs  in  my  earlier  grades 

not  been  a  wuss  and  skip  dass/school  more 

not  care  what  other  people  think 

not  take  english  lit  with  mrs  johnson 

paid  more  attention  in  school 

participated  in  senior  skip  day 

passed  biology  the  first  time 

played  an  instrument 

played  in  the  student  faculty  basketball  game 

played  more  sports 

public  declamation 

pulled  her  wig  off 

pulled  pranks 

put  my  needs  first 


ran  for  office 

seen  rbar  makeout  with  sarah 

skipped  more 

sleep 

sleep  more 

sleept  more,  and  learned  to  spell  good,  and  start 
a  school  for  us  on  grammerr 
transfer  out  of  Veiga’s  class,  discovered  chibis 
earlier 

something  with  my  life 
spar  with  Mr.  Barry 
start  on  my  college  applications  earlier 
stopped  the  chalk  from  soaking  ms.  Mitchell’s 
chair 

take  physics  in  10th  grade,  streaked  the  senior 
hallway  ..wait- 

taken  a  second  language,  specifically  italian 
taken  advantage  of  more  opportunities  here 
taken  ap  euro 
taken  art  AP 
taken  Chinese 

taken  computers,  played  sports 
taken  easy  classes  in  senior  year 
taken  econ  and  modem  euro 
taken  facing 

taken  german,  taken  eriviro 
taken  gov  w/mr.  Martin,  taken  bio  2,  gone  to 
the  r<x)f 

taken  honors  math,  slept  more  senior  year,  tried 
harder,  told  everyone  what  1  really  thought 
of  them 


taken  humanities  with  Mr.  Sullivan,  a  higher 
GPA 

taken  italian 
taken  more  Aps 
taken  physics  sophomore  year 
taken  Spanish  instead  of  Chinese 
taken  the  exam  to  test  into  german  3 
the  emergency  stairwell 
transferred  out  of  Ms.  Insanalfys  french  3 
traveled  home  from  baystate  on  the  show 
choir  bus 
tried 

tried  harder 

tried  harder  in  9th  grade  so  I  would  be  at  Harvard 
right  now 

tried  in  nth  grade,  more  extracurriculars 
tried  out  for  step  squad 
turning  in  my  NHS  form 
went  to  Eastern  Europe  during  February 
vacation 

*wore  more  sunblock  in  the  Bahamas 
work  harder,  skipped  more  classes 
worked  harder  9th  grade,  tried  out  for  the 
basketball  team 

worked  harder  during  9th  and  10th  grade;  skipped 
more  school  (whole  days,  not  just  classes) 
worried  less 
wrestling 

written  for  the  argo,  taken  music  in  7th-i2th, 
prize  dec. 

veiled  at  more  people/teachers  who  deserved  it 


I  Wish  I  Hadn't  Done 


Advanced  Physics  Honors 
any  Ms.  Powell  project 
AP  Chemistry 
AP  French  language 

AP  French,  AP  Economics,  being  stressed,  my 
senior  research  paper 
AP  Physics 

AP  US  history  with  Kirkpatrick 
applied  to  9  colleges 
April  9th  2006  under  the  stars 
ate  school  lunch 

beat  up  that  girl  in  the  ninth  grade,  suspension 
been  bom  a  man 

been  late  so  many  times  and  absent  (40  and  16 
for  senior  year) 
been  one  of  Bryan’s  women 
been  so  crazy  in  8th  grade  and  9th  grade 
been  tardy  so  many  times  senior  year 
being  Vlad,  signing  up  for  Spanish 
Bio  Hon  senior  year 
broken  half  the  bones  in  my  body 
broken  so  many  guys’  hearts 
bugged  people  for  food  so  much 
busy  work 

caused  so  much  drama 

Chemistry  in  10th  grade 

chilling  in  the  emergency  stairwell 

come  to  BLS 

cried  in  front  of  people 


Things 

decided  to  take  Spanish,  wore  volatiles 
done  so  much  homework  in  7th  grade 
drank  before  school  that  day 
drinking  in  school  and  getting  caught  by  Cahill 
drive  to  school  senior  year  (way  too  expensive) 
dropped  a  Brendan  during  my  English  speech 
EE  06 

emergency  exit  staircase 
English  lit  with  Airs.  Johnson 
existed  as  “Keith’s  sister" 
failed  math 

failed  math  in  9th  grade 
fallen  asleep  in  class 
fallen  in  love  with  Bilal  Ahmed 
filled  out  a  test  with  only  “b’s”.  There  was  only 
ONE 

forged  Ms.  Kelley’s  signature  for  a  school  dance 
contract 

forgotten  what’s  important,  taken  so  long  to 
figure  it  out 
French  lit 

get  stuck  in  the  bathroom  stall 

given  in  to  on  Halloween 

gone  to  BK  with  B’rouk 

gotten  suspended  in  the  8th  grade 

homework 

humped  D.J.’s  floor 

joined  the  crew  team 

Junior  prom,  oh  and  throw  the  snowball  at  the 


Paul  Revere  truck 
kissed  him 

left  AP  US  until  senior  year 
let  people  copy  my  homework 
listened  to  Chinese’s  long  joke 
looked  for  the  5th  floor  pool 
lose  textbooks 

love  confession  by  way  of  sonnet 
missed  half  of  my  junior  year,  taken  AP  Econ 
AIs.  Gray’s  Humanities  class 
No  regrets,  I’m  a  Duggan 
not  doing  my  math  homework  senior  year, 
taking  AP  Spanish  language 
not  slept,  gotten  so  angry  and  frustrated  with 
things,  stressed  out 
nothing  in  9th  grade 

paid  iSS  for  a  nonexistent  pair  of  flip  flops 

passed  out  on  a  Booze  Cruise 

played  so  many  games  in  9th  grade 

procrastinated 

procrastinated  so  much 

pulled  all-nighters 

put  myself  into  extremely  awkward  situations 
reach  back  class 

resisted  the  staircase  to  the  roof 
ruined  my  friendship  with  him 
seen  Flink  paw 
seen  the  pepperoni... 
show  choir 


slacked  off  so  much 

slept  for  4  years  in  high  school 

slept  in  Neary’s  class 

sloppy  thirds  on  senior  skip  day 

stay  up  so  late,  even  if  I  had  nothing  to  do 

stayed  awake  for  class 

stop  caring  in  the  9th  grade 

stressed  out,  taken  AP  world  history  exam 

stressed  so  much 

stressing  out,  taking  AP  US  history,  being  tardy 
and  absent  so  often,  crying  in  class,  taking 
Kaplan  classes 

sucked  up  to  teachers,  taken  hard  courses 
take  physics 

take  two  math  classes  during  the  same  year 
taken  2  years  of  physics 
taken  AP  chem,  French 
taken  AP  Chemistry 
taken  AP  Government 
taken  AP  Lit  with  Ms.  Johnson 
taken  AP  US  history 
taken  Bio  II  honors 
Taken  French  and  computer 
taken  French  with  Valentin,  taken  Physics  2 
with  Osowiecki 
taken  French,  taken  calculus 
taken  Humanities 

taken  humanities  and  AP  economics 
taken  Humanities,  gotten  suspended 


taken  physics 

taken  Physics  2 

taken  physics  2  with  Mr.  O 

taken  physics  honors 

taken  Precalculus  with  Mr.  Luis 

taken  Spanish  V 

taken  statistics 

taken  the  AP  World  History  Exam 
taken  too  many  easy  classes  senior  year 
taking  biology  II  honors,  taking  Facing  history 
Senior  year  instead  of  junior  year 
taking  Humanities  with  Mrs.  Gray 
taking  myth  tradition 
talk  to  Ted  that  night 
tardy  detention  like  100  times 
tried  on  girl’s  clothing 
tried  senior  year 
tried  so  hard,  what  a  waste 
tried  to  get  better  grades  when  it  was  too  late 
trusted  Ms.  Freeman 
two  years  of  Greek...  the  language 
watched  so  much  daytime  TV  last  summer 
wore  the  same  shirt  as  Mr.  Balicki 
working  so  hard  during  useless  times  in  vain 
worn  so  many  things  from  Aeropostale  that  had 
monkies  on  it  in  the  7th  and  8th  grade 
worried  so  much  about  grades  -  integrity  is 
more  important 
yearbook 


Congratulations 

Alphonse! 

Love, 

Dad , 

Mom , 
and 
Kepley 


Congratulations,  Annie! 
It's  all  ahead  of  you. 
Papa  ('31),  Katy  (*99) 
Carrie  (’02),  Meredith  (’05) 
We  love  you! 


Tharu: 

Congratulations,  we  are  happy  you  totally  loved  your  time  at 

BLS. 

We  all  hope  you  will  continue  to  enjoy  whatever  you  do. 
Lots  of  Love  and  Affection, 

Amma,  Appa,  Vaan,  Jinni  Patti,  Rajam  Patti,  Srikanth  Mama, 
Sasirekha  Mami,  Shravan,  Shanth,  Sumathi  Chiththi,  Kailash 
Chiththappa,  Chirag,  Dhruv,  Karthik,  Anupama  Aththai, 
Anand  Aththimber,  Aashray,  Ahana,  Rekha  Aththai,  Naveen 
Aththimber,  Vyoma,  Thoya  and  many  many  more  of  your 
family  who  love  you  a  whole  lot  and  wish  you  the  best. 


To  our  fielooeft  ftauyfiter 
Diana  marie  Angelina  Helly: 

9ou  are  truly  awesome! 
me  are  so  fiappy  anft  pronft  to  fie  your  parents. 

Great  effort! 

lone. 

Daft  anft  mom 


June  2007 
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Things  I'm  Glad  I  Did 


Things  I’m  Glad  I  Didn't  Do 


“Played”  softball  with  Nicoley 
“Winged  it” 

10th  grade  left  school  wit  best  friend  2  go  to 
patriot’s  celebration  in  downtown 
AP  Euro 
AP  Larin 

apply  to  my  dream  school,  even  after  being  told 
it  was  a  hallucination 
Applying  to  Barnard 

Ate  in  the  middle  of  every  class,  going  hungry' 
is  so  wack 

auditioned  for  Reckless  and  joined  the  Drama 
Club 

be  a  senior  praefect 

beat  Garo  in  MLB2K7  with  JONNY  GOMES 
Became  friends  with  people  I  thought  I 
wouldn’t 

became  really  tight  with  ma  boy 
Become  a  BAMF  on  the  girl’s  volley  ball  team 
become  cool  with  Ms.  Kelley  &  Ms.  Tibbets 
been  a  b-sie 

Befriended  a  girl  who  wore  Limited  Too  and 
Volatiles 

Being  involved  in  ASIA  and  Red  Cross 

BLS  Science  Fair 

BLSTV 

broke  up  with  Alex 

Chilled  instead  of  doing  homework 

daw  like  1220 

Crew  this  year  even  though  I  almost  quit 
Cut  that  horrible  afro 
date  Lorraine-o 
Dated  Andrew 
Deveney’s  Alegebra  1 1  class 
Didn’t  get  stressed  about  school 
Didn’t  know  Andy  until  Senior  Year 
Discover  Chibis 

Every  Single  homework  assignment  for  Akeson 
Facing  History 
fail  at  dating  my  best  friend 
finished  my  college  apps  early 
Finished  my  senior  paper  early 
Football  Band 
foreign  policy 
give  in  to  peer  pressure 
given  in  to  chippendale  on  Halloween 
Given  people  who  were  different  than  me  a 
chance 

Giving  my  life  to  step  squad 
Go  out  with  Ashley  Donaldson 
Going  to  Lebanon  every  summer 
Got  Bateman  for  Enviro 
Got  my  college  stuff  done  early 
Gotten  to  know  Mr.  Fulton  through  getting  him 
mad  at  my  tardies 
gov’t 

Had  fun  while  everyone  else  was  studying 

Had  studies  with  Jennica 

Have  a  panda  and  a  penguin  named  after  me 

Humanities  with  Ms.  Gray 

Israel  ‘05 

Join  Chorus 

JoinJCL 


joined  choir  senior  year 
joined  GSA 

Learn  the  luckky  Star/Haruhi  Dances 

Learn  to  channel  my  anger 

learned  how  to  pull  an  all-nighter 

lived  life  the  way  I  wanted  to 

Made  good  art 

made  good  friends 

Made  him  cheat  on  his  girlfriend 

Made  him  cheat  on  2  of  his  girlfriends! 

meet  Samantha  Curtis 

meet  the  love  of  my  life  Marina  Bartolomei 

Met  Barbara  Sidot 

met  Mike  Chamo 

Met  so  many  people 

Met  such  great  friends! 

missed  school  when  1  wanted  to 

MM  ‘07 

Music 

My  homework 

My  Senior  Paper  and  my  community  Service 
NAHT 

Never  got  in  trouble 
Not  do  homework 

not  dye  my  hair  a  normal  color  for  college 
interviews 

Not  gone  to  Mount  Alvemia 
Opened  up  to  people  after  Sixie  year 
Paid  attention 
Partay!!! 

Participated  in  school  plays 

Participating  in  ASIA  Night 

partied  at  semi  &  prom 

Pass  on  my  knowledge  of  compost  to  Lorraine 

persevered  no  matter  how  hard  it  got 

played  sports 

rapped  w/  L.  Bizzle 

realized  there’s  more  to  life  than  high  school 
say  stupid  things 
science  fair 

Science  Fair  instead  of  Seevak 
Seevak  Project 
Sent  secret  Valentines 
sing 

Skip  pointless  classes 
Skipped  class  to  go  breakfast 
skipped  half  the  assemblies 
Skipped  School  and  Classes 
Skipped  school  very  often 
skipped  to  meet  Gisele  Bundchen  and  Heidi 
Klum  (on  separate  occasions) 

Slept 

snowboarding 
So  much  work 
Spoken  Word 
Sports 

Started  a  club 
Stay  for  Argo  Final  Fridays 
Stayed  all  six  years 
Stayed  here  for  five  years 
Survived  AP  French  Lit  and  got  to  listen  to 
Izzo’s  stories 
Swimming 


Switched  out  of  AP  L'S 
Take  AP  Euro 

take  changes,  made  mistakes 

take  computer  science  AP 

Take  European  History  Junior  Year 

Take  Facing  History 

take  Facing  History 

Take  Foundations  of  Visual  Arts 

Taken  American  Government  senior  year 

taken  AP  gov 

Taken  Facing  History 

Taken  Facing  History 

Taken  Greek  Tradition 

taken  physics  2  (sike) 

taking  six  years  of  Larin 

talked  to  that  senior  before  he  left 

taught  Ms.  Kelley  how  to  play  pinball  on  the 

1  computer 

The  Argo 

Thinking 

Throw  Orange  juice  on  someone  in  8th  Grade 
To  always  be  me  and  listen  to  cats  in  the  cradle 
and  the  silver  spoon 
Took  advantage  of  Mike  Wyatt 
look  AP  Art  w/H arris 
Took  Connections  in  8th  Grade 
Took  Connections  in  8th  Grade 
Took  Facing  history 
took  Facing  History 

Took  Facing  History  and  went  to  Washington 
D.C. 

Took  many,  many  “mental  health”  days 
Took  the  opportunity  to  travel 
Transferred  out  of  AP  US 
Travel  with  the  school  (Italy,  Eastern  Europe, 
Costa  Rica) 

Ultimate  Frisbee  Club 

Used  the  PIC  office 

used  up  all  my  possible  absences 

Ventured  out  of  my  box 

viola 

Volunteered  at  the  nurse’s  office 
Watched  gilmore  girls  every  week  since  sixie 
year 

weekend  nights  at  Marina  Bay 
Went  here  and  not  B.C.  High 
went  outside  my  comfort  zone 
went  snowboarding 
Went  to  AI  meetings 
Went  to  D.C.  06 
went  to  Eastern  Euopre  in  ‘06 
W^nt  to  Eastern  Europe 
Went  to  Europe  whenever  I  could 
went  to  Green  Street  that  night 
Went  to  Junior  Prom 
went  to  junior  prom 
Went  to  Starbucks  during  useless  classes 
went  to  the  Holy  Name  and  CM  dances  in 
7th  grade 

Write  for  the  Register 
Write  that  ill  speech  for  pagos  Latin  class 
wrote  sarcastic  love  poems  in  Mulhem’s  Works 
every  time. 


accepted  that  teacher’s  advances 
accidentally  wakling  into  the  boy’s  bathroom 
as  a  sixie 

act  like  a  gangster  and  think  I  was  so  cool 
acted  like  I  care  about  Darfur 
any  math  classes  in  senior  year  because  math  is 
my  weakness 

be  a  menace  in  south  central  while  my  homies 
were  drinking  juice  in  the  hood 
be  a  wiesel  and  mess  with  Diesel 
be  drunk  all  six  years 

become  Meghan  Walsh’s  4th  on  senior  skip  day 

been  “fake"  in  order  to  fit  in 

cheat 

cheat  on  the  World  History  final  in  9th  grade 
Cheat!  So  proud  that  I  never  cheated  here! 
continuct  o  care  so  much  about  grades  after 
February 

cook  Haiyan’s  noodles 

crew 

CREW 

crew  my  jr  +  sr  years 
drink  in  school 
drop  out 

drop  out/transfer  out  of  BLS 
drugs 

eat  school  lunch 
entre  in  grade  9 
tacign  history 
FAME 

get  caught  drinking  at  semi  or  prom 

get  caught  skipping 

get  censured 

get  drunk 

get  in  troubel 

get  in  trouble  at  school  with  the  administration 
get  into  any  fights  (physical  or  verbal)  with 
anyone 

get  madd  trashed  at  a  sophomore  party 
get  wasted  in  school 
getting  drunk 

go  on  them  crazy  senior  trips 
go  out  with  anyone  in  this  school 
go  tanning  as  much  as  Lucy  C 
go  to  senior  prom  ‘06 

hack  the  computers  and  changed  other  people  s 
grade 

hack  the  school  computer  system 

had  twins  Noah  &  Abigail 

hang  out  with  kids  from  only  my  neighborhood 

have  sex 

leave  I^atin 

listen  to  the  teachers 

lived  in  West  Roxbury 

lose  hope 

lose  my  virginity  to  someone  @  I  .a  tin 
make  a  fake  myspace  (even  though  I  got  in 
trobule  for  it) 

make  it  to  either  iV  or  2V  on  crew 
make  out  with  Dan  Winer 
marry  Corinnc 

meet  random  boys  and  go  to  their  apartment 
late  at  night 


miss  13  days  of  school  this  term 
Mr.  Luis’  homework 
my  english  homework 
my  math  homework 
NO  REGRETS 
pass  out  on  top  of  toilets 
Public  declamation 
pulll  all  nighters 

put  any  more  effort  into  school  than  I  did 
read  the  books 
remained  straight-edge 
rob  the  cradle  like  her  friends 
set  fire  on  the  boy’s  bathroom 
set  the  bathrooms  on  fire,  crazy  pyros! 
set  the  fire  alarm  during  a  physics  test 
settle  for  becoming  a  Pharmacist/Nurse/Accoun- 
tantAisual  Asian  occupation 
show  up  at  the  Hypnotist  baked. ..wait 
smoke  in  the  bathroom 
smoke  up  w/  everyone  else  who  did 
spar  with  Mr.  Barry 
spin  the  bottle 
sports 

stay  home  for  spring  break 
stay  in  chorus 

stayed  with  Dave,  Kevin  and  Andre  that  day 

steal  the  gold  star  display  from  GAP 

stress  about  my  senior  paper 

stress  myself  out  too  much ,  or.  you  know,  at  all 

stress  out  about  high  school/college 

study  all  night  for  anything 

study  for  my  AP  exams 

summer  reading  reports 

take4AP’s 

take  a  lot  of  AP  classes  in  my  senior  year 
take  an  AP 

take  AP  Economics  or  AP  LJS  History 
take  AP  Lit  because  of  the  remote  chance  of 
getting  viola 
take  AP  US  History 
take  Chemistry 
take  connections 
take  Facing  History 
take  math  senior  year 
take  math/science  senior  year 
take  two  sciences  at  once 
taken  AP  Physics 
Taken  Humanities  with  Mrs.  Gray 
taken  too  many  Aps 
taking  English  honors 
that  flashlight 

torture  the  teachers  that  I  hated  while  in  their 
class 
transfer 

try  to  learn  stats 
varsity  volleyball  2007 
vote  for  Mike  Baskin 

waste  time  and  send  in  college  apps  last  minute 
wear  anything  made  by  playboy 
work  3  jobs  at  one  time 
write  for  the  Argo 

your  mom,  I  ain’t  trying  to  pay  child  support 
for  you 


TalurArfionaut 

Rebecca, 

Bran! 

We're  looking  forward 
to  your  next  adventures! 

Lots  ofLove. 
Moot  Bad  &  Gerry 


Come, 

Spot,  come. 
Quick! 

See  Jane. 


Hear  us  shout, 
“Co,  Jane,  go. 
You  go,  girl!” 


All  our  love  and  admiration, 
Mom,  Dad,  Bry  an  and  Lulu 
June  2007 
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Yeah,  it  was  me:  I  confess  to... 


Most  Unfair  Thing  That 
Has  Ever  Happened  To  Me 


:)  ' 

Aardvark.  I  wanted  to  be  on  the  top  of  this  list 

absolutely  nothing!  It  wasn’t  me. 

absolutely  nothing.. .I’m  so  good. 

actually  being  black 

actually  liking  I^irin  until  nth  grade 

apathy 

at  one  point  thinking  about  slashing  a  teacher's 
tires 

being  a  jerk 
being  a  nerd 
living  adorable 
being  amazing 
being  an  angel 

being  deeply  and  truly  in  love  with  Maura 
Senuta 
being  Diesel. 

being  drunk  at  the  pep  rally 
being  in  love  with  Lidia  Konomi 
being  insane  and  so  effeminate  and  doing  the 
lucky  star  dance  in  public,  w/  pompons 
being  on  the  washing  machine 
being  part  of  the  reason  there  is  no  semi 
being  the  man 

being  the  really  loud  girl  at  all  BLS  events 
being  the  ultimate  Irish  badass 
blowin  a  .08  at  semi  and  not  getting  in 
breakin’  yo  heart 
breaking  the  lamp!  (Kcrlyne) 
changing  the  ballrom  dancing  sign  to  pole 
dancing 

cheating  in  the  c)th  grade 
cheating  on  the  math  final  last  year 
cheating,  but  I’ll  keep  my  method  a  secret 
chewing  gum 

coming  to  school  after  getting  skunked  in  7th 
grade 

creating  the  picture  of  Malcome  in  the  tail  pipe 
of  that  truck 

distracting  all  the  ladies  from  their  work  (lol!) 
driving  Mr.  Avery  out  of  the  school 
dropping  my  agenda  in  the  toilet  and  picking 
it  out 

eating  your  tatertots  when  you  weren’t  looking 
falling  down  the  stairs  face  first 
farting  in  class 
flirting  with  Ms.  Burke 
flooding  the  second  floor  toiiet/bathroomOol) 
gettign  Bs  on  every  procrastinated  project!  . 
getting  a  27 %  on  the  bio  final  in  9th  grade  with 
Mr.  Akeson 

getting  caught  in  the  3rd  floor  teacher's 
bathroom 

getting  caught  in  the  auditorium  by  the  police 
officer 

getting  jiggy  in  the  backseat 
getting  Ryan  Tompkins  drunk  bringing  sexy- 
back 

getting  the  printer  taken  away  in  Gio’s 

giving  Gregory  Maneikis  the  shell  necklace 

giving  Taylor  his  drink 

going  to  2nd  with  Neelabh 

going  to  Starbucks  during  AP  writing 


having  a  crush  on  ? 
having  a  crush  on  Mr.  Britto 
having  a  crush  on  Ryan  Tompkins, 
having  a  huge  crush  on  Mr.  Mikalaitis 
having  Powell’s  tests 

having  races  down  t  he  hallway  with  my  textbooks 
on  my  head 

having  seven  or  eight  children  in  Bolivia 
having  sex  in  the  little  bathroom 

I  AM  BATMAN 
I’m  a  good  kid :) 

keeping  every  english  book  we  were  ever  suposed 
to  read 

kicking  your  butt  in  Big  2 
kicking  your  rollie  backpack 
killing  OJ’s  wife- 

laughing  at  you  all  the  time  behind  your  I  lack 
" (SORRY  YOU’RE  HILAR IOUS) 
leaving  the  building  3  times  a  week,  every  week! 
lighting  all  those  bathroom  fires  (just  kidding 
Argo) 

liking  W/L.  ...guilty! 
listening  to  bedtime  magic- 
loving  Eddy  Wong  a  little  too  much 
lump 

making  an  awesome  fake  dr's  note  for  being  abset 
after  sr.  prom  last  year 
making  Ibrahim  Lakkis  popular 
making  out  in  the  emergency  exit.. .ill  never  tell 
w/who  though...lol 

making  PDA  such  an  issue  within  the  school 
net  sending  obscene  messages... twice 
never  coming  out 

never  going  to  my  post  -  6.9  hours  of  duty  time 
never  reading  a  hook  in  English 
nice  try 
no 

note  and  door  duty 

note  and  door  duty  with  Lorraine 

nothing 

nothing  -  I’m  asleep  half  the  time 

nothing,  absolutely  nothing 

nothing.  If  the  glove  don’t  frt,  you  must  acquit 

only  wearing  limited  too  and  wearing  pigtails 

painting  the  boy's  bathroom  pink 

picking  the  school’s  daffodils  for  my  mom 

piercing  my  conch 

playing  games  and  sleeping  through  half  my 
classes 

plotting  world  domination  by  means  of  smally 
furry  animals 
poking  you  constantly 
pooping  in  the  toilet  on  the  sicily  cruise  ship 
pretending  I  might  be  pregnant  so  that  I  wouldn’t 
get  in  trouble  for  skipping  class  ha 
printing  my  math  project  5  times,  times  a 
bajillion 

pulling  the  fire  alarm  near  the  physics  lab 

punching  Paul  in  the  face 

purposely  wasting  class  time 

putting  gum  on  her  lock 

putting  gum  under  a  chair  in  room  220 

rigging  the  2000  elections 


ruining  the  playlist  sheet  for  junior  prom  with 
dipset  songs 

running  like  a  monkey  to  get  coffee  at  the  troljey 
every  morning 

sixie  year,  I  fondled  every  lock  through  my 
hallway 

sleeping  in  class 
smoking  in  a  girls  bathroom 
smoking  in  the  stairwell 
sneaking  ice  coffee  past  teachers 
spreading  clamydia 
stalking  upper  classment 
starting  all  those  fires 
stealing  a  monkey’s  undergarments  in  GR 
stealing  and  grafitti 
stealing  pens  from  the  library 
stealing  those  textbooks 
sticking  dip  on  the  bnthrrom  ceilings  every  day 
sticking  the  letter  on  .Svetlana’s  locker  in  the 
9th  grade 

subbing  classes  with  Michael 
ragging  every  wall  I  could 
taking  art  supplies  and  forgetting  to  return 
them 

taking  the  cookies  from  the  cookie  jar! 
taping  the  Latin  translations  in  my  Ixiok  in  Mr. 
Cahill’s  class 

telling  everyone  that  Jean  had  a  bun  in  the  oven 
cverytime  she  was  out  sick 
telling  my  guidance  counselor  about  the  cheating 
in  APE 

that  horrible  unspeakable  thing... urn... yeah, 
nothing  really 

that  huge  fart  in  Izzos  rhat  I  blamed  on  John 
Batista 

that  incident  in  the  auditorium. ..with  the 
candlestick 

that  Itchy  and  Scratchy  ringtone 
the  fires  in  the  bathroom  &  planting  weed  in  Alex 
Cogans  locker 
the  KcnnedyCs)  assasination 
the  lyrics  to  the  Chuck  Norris  song 
thinking  Ms.  Ferreira  is  the  hottest  teacher 
throwing  dip  on  the  bathroom  ceiling 
unplugging  Ms.  Valentins  keyboard  and  mouse 
whenever  she  left  the  room 
using  my  wit  and  charm  to  seduce  everyone 
around  me 

using  the  guys’  bathroom  (I’m  a  girl) 

VD  ad  in  the  ARGO.,  enough  said 
wandering  the  halls  without  a  pass  “gasp* 
wanting  to  marry  Mr.  M 
watching  them  steal  the  cello 
wearing  pajama  pants  for  the  majority  of  8th 
grade 

writing  bad  poetry  in  laitin  in  Mr.  Cahill’s  class 
writing  Brendan  Power’s  name  on  the  wall  in 
every  girls  bathroom 

writing  names  on  the  superlative  board  before 
the  real  names  were  announced 
writing  on  every  desk  1  ever  sat  at 
yeah  right... I  aint  tryna  go  to  jaiL.na  I’m  j/p 


11  th  grade  incident 
2  detentions  for  having  jellybeans 
4  misdemeanors  for  being  in  the  hall 
A  rise  in  gas  prices 
Argo  ski  trip  article 

Being  accused  of  plagiarism  in  junior  year 
Being  accused  of  plagiarism  just  because  I  can 
write  well 

Being  associated  with  Mike  Wyatt 
Being  on  the  “list”  which  can’t  be  changed 
Being  one  of  Luigi’s  goals 
Being  robbed  blind  by  Collcgeboard 
Bryan  picking  Meghan  over  me  on  skip  day 
Claudette 

Crazy  teachers  expecting  me  to  live  up  to  their 
weirdly  high  opinions  of  me 
Detention 

Detention  for  punching  Mathias 
Dr.  James,  D  for  5th  term  in  AP  Spanish 
Everything’s  been  unfair 
Failed  junior  research  paper 
German  program  cut 

Get  written  up  for  being  at  my  locker  3th 
period.  There  was  mad  other  people!! 
Getting  2  teachers  after  failing  them 
Getting  an  F 

Getting  an  F  for  not  standing  up  fast  enough 
Getting  censured  for  Eastern  Europe 
Getting  kicked  out  of  NHS 
Getting  Ms.  Craven  after  Forina  left 
Getting  Ms.  Insanally  for  French 
getting  Ms.  Valentin  3  years  in  a  row  and  Mr. 

Luis  2  years  in  a  row  ' 

Getting  Viola  Tolbert  for  10th  grade  English 
Having  Mr.  Radden  as  my  homeroom  teacher 
in  7th  grade 

Having  schoolwork  straight  up  until  May  25 
Having  tardy  detention  for  bcingj  minute  late 
(literally)  when  it  wasn’t  my  fault 
Having  to  pay  S2.25  for  an  unfulfilling  lunch 
I  got  detention  for  not  signing  my  report  card- 
eve  ryone  forges  anyway 
I  got  kept  back 

I  had  to  come  to  school  on  senior  skip  day 
I  was  called  stupid  by  a  teacher 
Julie  had  to  leave 
Kicked  out  of  the  mering  hole 
Ledang  took  my  gameboy  in  the  middle  of  a 
Pokemon  battle 

Li nehan-McCourt-Petty- Barry.  High  school 
english  whut? 

Lose  my  teeth 

Losing  a  friend,  ski  trip  article 
Losing  in  state  sectional  semi-finals  because 
of  the  SATs 

Mr.  Vciga  taking  away  my  food  and  eating  it.  I 
would’ve  shared. 

Mrs.  Johnson  10th  grade 

Mrs.  Johnson  senior  year  and  Veiga  twice 


,  Mrs.  Tolbert  Johnson’s  class 
Ms.  Craven  giving  me  detention  for  going  to 
the  bathroom 

Ms.  Insanally  giving  a  pop  quiz  out  of  ;o 
points  when  1  was  in  the  bathroom  and 
said  I  couldn’t  make  it  up  (she  gave  me 
the  pass!) 

Ms.  Kelley  pushing  the  spoken  word  show  back 
•  after  I  planned  it  two  months  in  advance 
Ms.  Kent  was  born  (I  learned  to  deal  though) 
Ms.  Shannon 

Ms.  Walker  not  showing  her  ELA  class  Alice 
in  Wonderland 

My  cellphone  and  wallet  got  stolen  in  7th 

grade 

My  history  teacher  thought  I  was  cheating  off  a 
girl,  but  it  was  the  other  way  around 
Not  being  able  to  get  coffee  because 
lowerclassmen  cut  in  line 
Not  being  allowed  to  go  on  the  07  Cancun 
Spring  Break  trip 

Not  being  allowed  to  turn  in  my  research 
paper 

Not  getting  a  grade  change 
Not  getting  into  computer  science 
Nor  getting  my  name  in  the  programs  for  all 
those  music  nights 
Nothing 
Pawing  of  Flink 

Paying  $120  for  using  a  blue  sharpie  in  Baha 
Paving  money  to  submit  CSS  profile  and  not 
getting  financial  aid 
People  thinking  I’m  in  show  choir 
Sitting  in  a  class  where  Ka  Shun  Li  had  to  read 
in  English 

Stuck  on  the  second  floor  for  two  years 
The  entire  college  selection  process 
The  everyday  treament  of  inferiority  by 
incompetent  BLS  staff  with  control 
issues 

The  Latin  language 

This  girl  cheated  on  my  paper  and  1  got 
blamed 

To  havejenneecccfah  imitate  me  in  the  Making 
of  Asian  Night 

'Totally  pwned  by  colleges  with  a  3.7  GPA 
Veiga  failing  me 

When  I  received  30  lashes  for  being  a  bad, 
bad  boy 

When  Ms.  Brun  wouldn’t  sign  my  field  trip  pass 
because  she  lost  my  paper 
When  my  boyfriend  got  expelled  (sike) 
that  was  the  best  thing  that  could  have 
happened  to  me 

When  people  were  playing  fnsbee  in  class  and 
didn’t  get  in  trouble  but  I  did  for  listening 
to  my  iPod 

When  they  cut  German  then  brought  it  back 
a  year  later 


Robbie  Gallagher 

As  you  close  one  door  at  BLS  and  open  another  at  BU, 
let  us  remind  you  of  how  honored  and  proud  we  are  to 
be  able  to  call  you  “our  son”.  Congratulations  and 
Best  Wishes  on  the  future  that  awaits  you. 

We  Love  You! 

BLS  2007  Mom  and  Dad  BU  2011 


Congratulations  ana  Otjnric  J^dln 

'J^ou  are  mg  favorite/ 

JJovt  J^uckij  anil  ^Tamilg 


Ccm^atuZarizm^  Meghan/ 


It  seems  like  yesterday  that  you  were  a  sixie 
just  starting  at  Boston  Latin  School,  and 
now  you  are  graduating.  We  are  so  proud 

of  you!  As  the  song  says . "My  wish, 

for  you,  is  that  this  life  becomes  all  that 
you  want  it  to,  your  dreams  stay  big,  your 
worries  stay  small,  you  never  need  to  carry 
more  than  you  can  hold,  and  while  you're 
out  there  getting  where  you're  getting  to,  I 
hope  you  know  somebody  loves  you,  and 
wants  the  same  things  too,  Yeah,  this  is  my 
wish." 

Lots  of  love, 

'  Mom,  Dad,  Nora,  Bridget  and  Conor 


CONGRATULATIONS 

EMILY! 

We  are  so  proud  of  youll 
Love,  Mom,  Dad  &  Tommy 


June  2007 
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Most  Useful  Thing  Learned 


“that’s  what  she  said”  can  be  used  in  almost  any 
situation 

“This  is  BLS  not  BLT!”  -Ms.  Brun 
2/3  of  BLS  is  BS 
anything  from  facing  history 
appoggiaturas  (music),  suspensions 
ballroom  dancing  in  calculus 
ballroom  dancing,  earing  lunch  in  10  minutes 
(10  minutes  to  get  lunch) 
bananas  arc  very  high  in  potassium 
be  outspoken  and  not  shy 
bsing  and  how  to  use  a  proxy  server 
CALCULUS 
card  games 

CFG,  DFA,  EGB,  FAC,  GBD,  ACE,  BDF/ 
Peasants  are  conservative/the  Dog-God 
theory 

cheating  pays  off  big  time 
choose  friends  wisely 

clawers,  pawers.  swines,  and  Hibbard’s  phone 
number 

cliche  but  true:  bsing 
cut  btween  lines/do'nothing  and  succeed 
different  ways  of  sleeping  and  still  make  the 
teacher  think  I’m  paying  attention 
do  research  papers  in  one  night 
don’t  get  twinkies  on  your  pizza!  Everything  in 
moderation 

DONT  PROCRASTINATE,  but  I  still  do 

don’t  trust  everyone 

double-tasking:  do  hw  and  take  notes 

Dr.  Seuss  wasn’t  really  a  doctor 

duck. ...and  cover! 

facing  history 

fast  note  taking  pages,  paper  writing  skills 
fire  in  the  fireplace  is  safe  and  beautifiil 
Flink  paws 
god  dog  theory 
high  school  is  overrated 
high  school  is  overrated 
higher  mathematics  (calculus) 
how  not  to  do  work  and  still  get  way  better 
grades  than  Foley 
how  not  to  teach 

how  to  bake  anything  under  pressure 
how  to  battle  tor  a  parking  space 
how  to  breathe  properly  when  singing 
how  to  bs 
how  to  bs 

how  to  bs  a  good  paper  10  minutes  before  it’s 
due 

how  to  bs  a  paper 
how  to  bs  a  paper 
how  to  bs  a  paper 

how  to  BS  a  research  paper:  8  pgs,  2  hours; 
dog-god  theory 

how  to  bs  an  entire  research  paper  with  8 
quotes 

how  to  bs  everything 

how  to  BS  everything  and  pass 

how  to  cha-cha 

how  to  cheat  on  everything 

how  to  claw 

ho^^inctioncmJessthai^iHiou^^lee^^ 


how  to  get  an  A  doing  as  little  work  as  possible 
how  to  get  As  in  the  college  course  BS  101 
how  to  get  good  grades 
how  to  get  out  of  tardy  detention 
how  to  hide  coffee  under  my  jacket/in  my 
slccve/behind  my  bag,  etc. 
how  to  interpret  Mr.  Veiga 
how  to  keep  friends 
how  to  lie,  bs,  coffee  is  GOD 
how  to  not  be  a  worrywart/how  to  prioritize 
how  to  not  go  to  class  and  still  pass  the  tests 
how  to  relax 

how  to  sleep  with  eyes  open  in  class 
how  to  speed  read  things 
how  to  spell  defently 
how  to  spell  Eamonn 

how  to  squeeze  the  most  amount  of  work  into 
the  least  amount  of  time 
how  to  start  a  research  paper  at  midnight  and 
still  get  an  A- 
how  to  understand  people 
how  to  use  Eric  Kofman’s  camera 
how  to  waste  time  in  class 
how  to  work  under  pressure 
how  to  write  a  bangin'  research  paper  fmo  Ms. 
Fuhvider 

how  to  write  a  good  research  papper  in  Ms. 

Fulwider’s  class 
how  to  write  a  kickin’  essay 
how  to  write  a  subjective  essay  from  Ms. 
Middleton 

how  to  write  an  entire  research  paper  in  one 
day 

how  to  write  in  Fulwider’s  class 
I  work  very  well  under  pressure 
it’s  ok  to  wing  it 
kproxy 

kproxy  server,  how  to  do  my  homework  during 
class 

kproxy,  pulling  all-nighters 
learning  is  cnonecting  new  stuff  to  old  stufFMr. 
Simmons 

libraries  are  out  to  get  you 
life  is  short,  enjoy  every  minute  of  it 
life  is  unfair  because  those  who  cheat  do  well 
and  get  scholarships. 

look  to  the  left,  look  to  the  left  before  you 
cross  the  street 
MC  =  MR 

more,  do,  all,  the  comas,  go 

Mr.  Akeson’s  survival  hints,  MC  =  MR 

Mr.  Hibbard’s  phone  number 

Mr.  Martin’s  alcohol  advice 

multi-tasking 

never  become  a  politician,  they  play  dirty 
nothing  can  come  between  me  and  Martv 
Burke 

nothing  is  kpet  secret  at  Latin-  ever! 
on  my  way  walking  to  school  if  galin  is  a  block 
in  front  of  me  I’m  late,  if  he’s  behind  me 
I’m  early.  If  he’s  5  steps  in  front  of  me,  I’m 
on  time. 

pander  have  many  babies 


people  notice  when  you  do  your  thing 
procrastinate 
procrastinating  and  b-sing 
procrastinating  how  to  write  a  paper  from  Ms. 

Fuhvider,  how  to  laugh  at  everything 
procrastination  and  bsing 
procrastination  is  the  key  to  success 
proxy 

pure  water  doesn’t  conduct  electricity 
rights  of  the  accused 

rotational  kinetic  energy  equals  y2lCCh,  trust 
me. 

slavery  is  over! 

sleep  deprivation  has  horrible  side  effects 
smart  doesn’t  have  an  “e”  in  it 
SOH-CAH-TOA 
SPAM  =  Spanish  American  War 
Spanish  literature 
still  passing,  how  to  buy  “boxers" 
take  with  the  left,  shake  with  the  right 
that  anything  can  be  b-sed  for  a  grade 
that  chewy  bars  stick  in  Ms.  Claiborne’s  hair 
when  thrown  correctly 
that  I  can  change  the  world. ..or  maybe  my 
luffly  Polish  accent 
that  I’m  the  man 
that  Pi  goes  on  forever 

that  you  can  walk  out  of  school  when  you’re  a 
senior  and  no  one  cares 
The  3,1"$,  Tir  Na  Nog 

the  ability  to  look  someone  directly  in  the  eye 
while  they  are  speaking  directly  to  you  and 
not  hear  a  single  word 

the  anciet  art  of  nacking  chew  in  the  bathroom 
the  art  of  bs-ing  and  procrastination 
the  art  of  last  minute  studying 
the  art  of  memorization 
the  art  of  procrastination  and  b-sing 
the  bill  of  rights 
die  definition  of  a  proxy  server 
the  difference  between  mitosis  and  meiosis 
the  dog-god  theory  of  Air.  Peter  “Sully”  Sul¬ 
livan.  He  is  a  god  among  men. 
the  gods  favor  the  bold 
the  lyrics  to  the  Chuck  Norris  song 
die  nurses  are  sympathetic 
the  right  way  to  pull  an  all-nighter 
the  shocker  is  comical  in  theory,  but  even  more 
so  in  practice 

there’s  art  in  everything;  don’t  forget  to  smile, 
time  management 
time  management 
to  be  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar 
whether  you  think  you  can  or  you  think  you 
can’t,  you’re  right 

which  doors  are  the  best  for  leaving  mid-day 
who  and  what  are  actually  important 
who  had  pride  and  who  had  prejudice 
winging  it,  cramming,  don't  throw  eggs 
women  are  physically,  intellectually  and  psycho¬ 
logically  inferior 
working  hard  pays  off 
write  like  a  scientist  not  like  a  lawyer 
Z-STAH! 


Least  Useful  Thing 


My  Super  Stars 


in 

You  Have  Brightened 
My  days 

for  the  past  2  years 
Continue  to  shine 
and  Remember 
to  spread  light 
and  kindness 
wherever  your  path 
in  life  leads  - 
Ms.  O’Malley 


CPIl  is  delicious  :o 
io  Commandments  of  literature  in  Barry’s  class 
4th  declension 

a,  ac,  ae,  am,  a,  ac,  arum,  is,  as.  is 

aA2  ♦  bA2  »  ca2 

algebra  calculus  statistics 

all  goemetry  theorems 

all  the  stuff  from  Cahill  and  Luis. 

allegory 

any  type  of  math 

anything  in  the  classics  department 
anything  related  to  calculus 
anything  taught  l>y  Kaplan 
anything  that  came  out  Ccnteio’s  mouth  or 
Pagos’  mouth 

anything  that  comes  out  of  Foley’s  mouth 
anything  that  Mr.  Radden  attempted  to  teach 
us  in  Tech  Lit.  What  is  Tech  Lit? 

Aphrodite  was  bom  from  the  testicles  of 
Cronos. 

Boston  1-atin  School  seeks  to  ground  its 
students  in  a... 

Buckingham  Palace  was  a  present  from  King 
James’  boyfriend 
Cat  Coyne’s  fashion  advice 
Chinese  tea  cures  liverish,  the  spot  and  is  a 
thirst  quencher 
chord  progressions 

Christmas  is  NOT  traditional  Chinese  festival 

computers  7th  grade 

d/dx[eAx]  =  eAx 

declamation 

Dog  God  'Fheory 

dophins  are  smart 

E=mcA2 

everything  except  economics 
everything  in  AP  Economics  and  AP  French 
Everything  in  Ms.  Gray’s  Humanities  class 
everything  was  important  in  its  own  way 
F.O.I.L.,  SohCahToa,  Essential  Questions 
FAC  VAC  A  LAC 
Fire  in  the  fireplace... 
fractions  in  Chinese 
Fundamental  Theory  of  Calculus 
Garbage  In  Garbage  Out 
German  i.  (what  use  is  hello  if  the  next  thing 
you  say  is  bye?) 

Hibbard’s  and  Luigi’s  love  life 

how  far  Mr.  Power  could  throw  a  chair 

how  to  ask  for  a  job  in  French 

how  to  B.S.  a  reading  commentary  for  Mr. 

Barry 

how  to  multiply  matrices 
how  to  pick  the  lock  on  the  bio  lab  door 
how  to  program  a  computer  to  say,  “Hello,  my 
name  is  Hal.” 
how  to  scan  Latin  poetry 
how  to  speak  fake  white  trash  Italian 
how  to  twirl  a  pen  with  just  two  fingers 
HUMANITIES 
I  cannot  possibly  choose  just  one 
I’m  a  bad  role  model  for  chewing  gum  R7  on  a 
Friday  before  vacation  in  the  sixie  hall 
^nflamato^^Bowe^Diseas^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Irish  is  apparently  not  an  ethnicity 

Je  me  souviens  des  jours  anciens  et  je  pleurs 

Joe  Higgins’  phone  number 

Johnson  heading 

I  prop/  test 

LATIN!!! 

Latin.  (1  don't  even  remember  anything 
anymore) 

Latin.  Oh  wait  I  never  actually  learned  that, 
math 

MIA  citations 

mostly  everything  in  Earth  Science 
Mr.  Luis’  birthday 
Mr.  Luis’  life  story 

Ms.  Bateman  has  teeth  in  her  ovaries 
Ms.  Qi  is  related  to  Jackie  Chan 
Muddy  River  Project 
Myth  Tradition 

Onagadougon  is  the  capital  of  Burkina  Faso 
Orion’s  Gun  Control  Policy 
polar  graphs?? 

potatoes...pre-calc,  I  still  <3  you  L)C 
proofs  for  triangles  -  SAS,  SSA,  etc.  or  just 
proofs  in  geometry  in  general 
Punnent  Squares 
R2  ends  at  9:44 

Riemann  sums  and  trapezoidal  rule 
Rweb 

Seamus  Heaney  was  born  west  of  Belfast  on  a 
farm  in  1939. 

specific  heat  of  water  is  (4200J/ 

kgtDEGREESKD 

speed  is  not  a  vegetable!  (E=mcA2  oceleritas, 
not  c=celery) 
stats 

stoichiometry,  hands  down 
that  Aladdin  is  racist 

that  Mr.  Hibbard  was  almost  in  the  NBA  out 
of  Brookline  High 

that  pi  is  not  just  3.14,  but  actually  3.14159 
basically  that  it  is  an  infinite  number 
the  barcode  number  for  Skoal  Mint 
the  dedensions...all  five  of  them 
the  formula  for  glucose 
the  importance  of  “Jaws”  in  Humanities 
the  importance  of  being  earnest 
the  light  in  the  fridge  DOES  turn  off  (thanks 
hobos!) 

the  MBTA  morning  train  schedule 
The  mission  statement 
The  monkey  king  has  77  earthly 
transformations 
the  nitrogen  cycle 
the  periodic  table 

the  presidents’  heights,  weights  and  diseases 

the  subjunctive  in  Latin 

the  words  to  “I  Will  Survive”  by  Gloria  Gaynor 

titration 

U-tums  in  New  Jersey 
uv  -  [INTJvdu  =  [INTludv 
what  I  did  the  night  be  fore... people  tell  me  the 
next  day,  but  I  don’t  care 
where  the  capitals  are  located  on  a  map  of  Italy 
^writin^ackward^^^^^^^^^ 


.  etc, 


Dear  A  Little  Bit, 

From  the  long  ago  memorized  charge  of  the 
noble  six  hundred  to  the  busy  days  of  BLS, 
you’ve  held  a  steady  course  and  sailed  right 
through!  We  are  extremely  proud  of  you  and 
will  always  love  you! 

Vale,  lacerte! 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad  and  Sweet  Caroline  :) 


Elizabeth  O’Brien 
Murphy  Preschool  Graduation  ‘93 
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...Oh  the  people  I  would  fire. 

22  minutes  for  lunch. 

22-minure  lunches 

2nd  floor  senior  homerooms. 

A  little  less  tradition 
A  lot  of  things 

Ability  for  kids  to  have  more  choice  in 
teachers  or  complete  choice. 

Add  a  student  lounge. 

AED  by  the  band  room. 

All  the  light  bulbs  on  the  ceiling  of  the 
auditorium. 

Almost  everything. 

Amount  of  work 
Bathrooms 

be  able  to  leave  during  free  periods 

Being  able  to  leave  during  study  as  a  senior. 

Being  able  to  leave  school  at  lunch/study 

Better  athletics 

better  food 

Better  lunch 

Better  lunches. 

better  teachers 

Better  teachers  who  actually  know  how  to 
convey  the  material  to  the  students. 

Blue  boys’  bathrooms, 
bring  back  the  good  potato  chips!  (and 
Domino’s  pizza) 

central  AC  and  heat  in  the  winter 
Certain  teachers. 

Clothing  optional 
Computer  speed, 
cooking  classes 
Crazy  teachers 

dining  hall  food  -  needs  an  upgrade 
Disciplinary  issues  -  make  the  teachers  real¬ 
ize  how  well  behaved  we  are. 

Drunken  teachers 
Dumb  busy  work 
Essays  on  the  ISEE. 

everyone  gest  at  least  Sro.ooo  on  prize  night 
Everything. 

Fire  all  senile  old  teachers. 
Flourescent/Jumpsuits  made  illegal, 
food 
Food. 

Four  minutes  to  get  to  class 
FREE  TAMPONS! 

Get  a  parking  lot! 

Get  a  student  parking  lot. 
get  rid  of  teachers  who  hate  kids  and/or 
really  want  to  screw  you 
Get  rid  of  the  Craven  sisters 
Get  rid  of  the  Craven  sisters. 

Get  rid  of  the  smell  form  Simmons 
Getting  more  of  tcachesr  that  actually 
inspire/motivate  kids  to  learn  (or  other 
wise  effective  at  teaching) 

Getting  rid  of  “silent  studies”  in  a  study 
period. 

Getting  rid  of  all  the  bad  teachers. 

Give  seniors  some  privileges. 


Senior  Section 


Things  I  Would  Change 


Hams  for  Headmaster. 

Have  an  open  campus. 

Have  cooking  classes! 
have  Dr.  Curry  dance  more  often  in  AP 
Calculus 

Have  Mr.  Izzo  as  headmaster. 

Have  senioronly  corridors  to  avoid  sixie/ 
fivesie  hallways. 

Having  the  option  of  making  up  tardy 
detention  after  school. 

Hotter  teachers. 

How  far  kids  are  willing  to  go  for  a  grade. 
How  frickin’  hardcore  everyone  is.  Relax... 
How  there  should  be  less  busy  work  and 
more  hot  guys. 

I  wish  wc  got  to  spend  more  time  together 
as  a  class  so  we  really  all  know  one 
another. 

I  would  get  rid  of  underqualified  “teachers” 
who  love  themselves 

If  we’re  going  to  be  stuck  with  the  same  guys 
for  6  years,  at  least  let  them  be  hott*. 
incompetent  teachers 
Install  air  conditioning. 

Its  diversity 
Its  food. 

Izzo  for  headmaster 
Izzo  for  headmaster 
Izzo  for  headmaster 
Izzo  for  headmaster 
Izzo  for  headmaster. 

Izzo  headmaster. 

Just  chill  out,  nothing's  as  serious  as  you 
make  it. 

lack  of  information  provided 
lazy  and  unmotivated  teachers 
Leave  for  R7  studies,  come  late  for  Ri 
studies 

Leaving  school  during  study  and  lunch, 
less  BS 

Less  busy  work  -  we’re  not  machines. 

Less  competition  among  students. 

Less  fake  tans,  doodie  buns,  and  volatiles. 

Less  gym  classes 

less  homework 

Let  Folbaca  pass  nth  grade. 

Let  people  hug  in  peace, 
let  people  know  what  college  is  earlier,  ‘cause 
I  didn’t  until  10th  grade 
Letting  seniors  leave  when  they  have  an  Ri 
study 

Library  Nazis, 
longer  lunch 
longer  lunch  time. 

Longer  lunch. 

Longer  lunch. 

Lose  the  fogged  glass  windows. 

Lunches 

Make  it  less  prison-like 

make  it  less  strict 

Make  it  more  fon  and  not  as  strict. 

make  Izzo  headmaster 


Make  Izzo  headmaster. 

Make  lunch  longer 
Make  Mr.  Izzo  headmaster 
make  school  an  open  campus  for  seniors! 
Make  seniors  allowed  off-campus  during 
studies/hinch. 

Make  Steve  Watson  headmaster. 

make  teachers  test  in  also 

make  the  teachers  take  a  test  to  get  in 

mandatory  laws 

More  adverse  faculty. 

More  attention  given  to  the  arts. 

More  courses 
more  field  &  class  trips 
More  interaction  between  Classes  and 
greater  sense  of  community  before 
senior  year. 

More  lights  on  stairway 

more  paper  towels  and  soap  in  the  restrooms 

more  paper  towels  in  the  bathroom 

more  school  spirit 

More  school  spirit 

more  senior  priveleges 

More  senior  priveleges*! 

MORE  SENIOR  PRIVILEGES! 

More  senior  privileges. 

More  senior  privileges. 

More  senior  privlidges*. 

More  social  events. 

More  Swat. 

more  Taboo  tournaments 
more  toilet  paper 
More  toilet  paper. 

More  trust 
More  trust, 
more  vacation 

morning  detention  (they  just  don’t  work) 
morning  detention :’( 
most  of  the  teachers 
Most  teachers. 

Mr.  Izzo  Headmaster! 

Ms.  Insanally 
Ms.  Ledang. 

Nap  time. 

Need  to  have  parking  priveleges  for  Seniors! 
Needs  more  chibis. 

Needs  more  lovely  women. 

Needs  to  be  less  like  a  school  and  more  like 
a  jungle  paradise  with  treehouses  and 
talking  animals. 

No  cut-throat  environment,  seniors  get  to 
leave  school  during  studies 
No  more  drama, 
no  tardy  detention 
No  work  after  AP  tests. 

Not  firing  teachers  even  when  they  have 
proved  they  can’t  teach. 

Not  let  kids  like  Foley  into  the  school. 
Nothing,  the  school  is  perfect. 

Off-campus  lunch  for  seniors,  therefor  a 
longer  lunch! 

Off-campus  lunch. 


About  BLS 

Off-campus  lunches. 

Open  campus 
Open  campus, 
open-campus 

Pur  coffee  machines  in  homeroom. 

Put  in  a  swimming  pool. 

Remove  all  senile,  insane  teachers. 

Sammi’s  coffee  would  be  served  at  breakfast 
and  lunch. 

School  based  on  good  looks  not  good  grades 

school  lunches 

school  lunches  -  they  suck! 

Senior  parking 
Senior  parking 
Senior  parking. 

Senior  priv! 

senior  privileges 

senior  privileges 

senior  privileges 

senior  privileges 

Senior  privileges  (lack  thereof) 

Senior  privileges! 

Senior  privileges. 

Senior  privileges. 

Senior  privlages*  (i.e.:  leaving  for  free  peri¬ 
ods  and  lunch) 

Seniors  should  be  able  to  drink  coffee  in  the 
morning...we  NEED  IT. 

Seniors  should  be  able  to  park!  In  a  lot! 
shorter  days 

Sixies  and  fivesies  in  the  annex, 
some  of  the  psycho  teachers 
Some  teachers. 

Some  teachers. 

Some  teachers. 

Student  parking,  the  nasty  bathrooms 
swimming  pool 
Tardy  detention 
tardy  detention. 

Tardy  detention. 

tardy  detention:  if  I  can’t  get  here  by  7:45, 
how  am  I  gonna  get  here  by  7:00? 

Tardy  detentions  (too  early) 

Tardy  policy 

Tardy  procedures  need  to  be  changed  to 
afterschool  detention! 
teachers 

The  “clicky-ness"  of  people. 

The  amont  of  arsons  in  this  school. 

the  amount  of  homework 

The  amount  of  homework  assigned. 

The  amount  of  toilet  paper  in  the  girls 
room. 

the  attitude  teachers  have  towards  students/ 
their  powertrips. 

The  Baily  US  History  books 
The  bathrooms;  they  always  run  out  of  toilet 
paper. 

the  chairs;  they  are  uncomfortable 

the  class  reps 

The  cluttered  stairways. 

The  competition/stress  or  how  much  money 
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they  give  to  athletics. 

The  competitive  atmosphere.  Do  your  very 
best,  but  don’t  drive  yourself  crazy. 

The  Craven  sisters. 

The  decor/furniture  in  the  classrooms. 

The  delinquents  get  away  with  everything, 
and  the  administration  loves  them,  too. 
The  dusty  floors!  My  bag  always  gets  dirty! 
the  faculty  and  administration 
The  flood  of  sixies  in  every  hallway. 

The  food 

The  freaking  lunch-stomach  ache  all  day 
every  day 

The  French  department. 

The  headmaster  and  believe  me  I  get  things 
done. 

the  huge  amount  of  pretentious  people 
The  huge  workload, 
the  idea  that  grades  are  most  important 
the  incompetence  of  the  guidance  depart¬ 
ment  and  nurses 
The  incompetent  teachers. 

The  lack  of  respect  between  everyone, 

power  struggle,  “teachers"  ability  to  ruin 
good  kids,  control  issues,  etc. 
the  lack  of  Starbucks 
the  Latin  requirement 
the  load  of  work 
The  locker  colors. 

The  locker  colors, 
the  lunches 
The  no  hugging  policy 
The  nonsense  rules. 

The  number  of  chcatcrs/dishonest  people 
who  get  away  with  everything. 

The  paper  shortages 
The  people. 

the  pressure  that  is  placed  on  students 
The  school  lunches  -  make  them  longer  and 
better. 

The  shortage  of  fights 
the  smell  of  the  bathrooms 
the  strictness  of  all  the  rules 
the  teachers  should  realize  how  good  wc 
really  are 

the  teachers  who  aren’t  good  at  teaching  and 
we  end  up  learning  nothing 
The  teachers  who  do  not  know  how  to  teach 
The  teachers. 

The  unnecessary  way  certain  teachers  have 
to  always  get  students  in  trouble. 

There’s  not  enough  room  here  to  even  start. 
Those  chubby  lockers  that  benefit  no  one 
and  are  a  black  hole  for  school  books, 
time  between  classes 
Time  between  classes. 

TOO  MUCH  HOMEWORK 
Too  restricting, 
vitamin  water  dispensers 
Water  fountains  with  COLD  water. 

Way  more  babes  please... 

Weed  out  the  bad  teachers. 


Congratulations  StepH 
‘ You ’ve  come  a  long  way  and 
we  ’re  very  proud  of  you! 
Love  'Mom,  Dad  and  Matt 


Congratulations  Class  of 2007! 


Zot 

Cfood  Luck  omA  Best  Wwkes 
In your future  at  QW 
Love,  the  CaUski  Lamdly 


Congratulations  Alexander ! ! 
You  have  made  us  so  proud! 
Love,  Dad,  Mom,  &  Lydia. 

“AIN  ARISTEUEIN” 
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I'd  Like  To  Thank... 


Abby  Brown  for  si)  many  quotes.. .it’s  ridiculous. 

Irrelevant  man  and  the  whee/.ic 
all  my  friends  for  making  the  RI-S  experience 
bearable  and  worthwhile 
All  my  teachers  for  l>eing  awexome 
Anon,  for  coming  up  wtth  the  nickname  for  the 
Cravens:  Cake  ‘n  Bake 
Ashley  Donaldson  for  walking  me  home 
Bake  and  Cake  forgiving  me  eye  cancer 
Bake  for  making  me  appreciate  being  pale  and 
unable  to  tan 

Barry  for  everything  and  nothing 
Bateman  for  making  our  enviro  class  my  favor 
itc  class  to  go  to  everyday 
Barcman/l;ulton  for  writing  my  senior  rec* 
comendations 

BLS  for  teaching  me  the  wonders  of  marijuana 
(^at  Coyne  for  her  delicious  fashion  advice 
( jar  for  being  my  best  friend 
CD2  for  accepting  the  Mr.  Freeze 
Chibis  for  everything 
Chloe  for  knowing  how  to  keep  a  secret 
Christina  for  chillin’  wit  da  homics 
Christina  Lanney  for  allowing  me  to  walk  with 
her  to  the  truck  in  the  morning 
CLCCAMAJJ  for  everything 
Coach  Roberts  for  taking  care  of  all  those 
seniors 

coffee  for  getting  me  through  BLS 
Colby  Riordan  for  being  an  amazing  and 
talented  individual 

Connie  Wong  for  being  the  coolest  crouching 
tiger  without  a  Diddle  Mouse 
Connie  Wong  for  still  loving  me  alter  the 
pcofilactic  incident 

Diana  for  ruining  my  high  school  experience 
Diana  Kwan  for  being  cute  and  outstanding 
Dir  en  grey  for  making  music  amazing  beyond 
belief 

dj’s  R*  class  for  being  hilarious.  I  LOVE  you 
guys :) 

Dr.  Carroll  for  being  such  an  waesome  teacher/ 
person/friend  /human 
Dr.  Cohee  for  being  a  great  teacher 
Dr.  Fulton  for  being  a  great  person  and  influ¬ 
ence  in  my  life 

Dr.  Mendez  for  being  mean,  old  and  ugly  <3 
Dr.  Neary  for  being  Irish 
Dr.  Neary  for  showing  me  how  to  actually 
enjoy  history 

Dr.  Neary  for  singing  James  Blunt's  “You  Are 
So  Beautiful” 

Dr.  Neary  for  telling  me  I  was  destined  to  go  to 
Bunker  Hill,  and  giving  me  the  motivation 
to  prove  him  wrong 

Dr.  Yu  for  not  making  me  go  to  summer  school 
for  chemestry 

,  Emily  Broun  for  being  amazing 
-  Eric  Nelson,  Ben  Morris  and  Sophia  Mooney 
’  for  being  the  best  homeroom  buddies  of 
all  time 

Erik  for  being  so  cute  and  coming  to  all  my 
shows.  I  love  you,  buddy! 
everyone  for  being  my  rock  —  love  you  always 


everyone  for  getting  through  sue  years  of 
Boston  Latin  school 
everyone  for  making  my  life  interesting 
everyone  for  the  massive  amount  of  gum 
they’ve  given  me  over  the  years 
Faccbook  for  giving  me  something  to  do  the 
last  two  years  instead  oFI  1W 
Fatty  for  being  my  other  half 
Flynn  for  pawing 

Foley  for  making  me  feel  good  about  myself! 
Forina  for  being  the  best  in  adverse  circum¬ 
stances 

Fulton  for  being  a  God 
Fulton  for  making  me  a  man 
( ierry  Li  for  being  Gerri  Li 
Gio  and  Robert  for  being  my  best  friends  in 
the  whole  world 

Grace  Lindsay  for  Ix-ing  the  sexxiest  female 
at  I^atin 

Igor  for  always  l>cing  there 
Izzo  for  everything 

Jason  Miller  for  always  listening  and  being  a 
wonderful  friend 

Jeff Chan  for  always  brightening  my  worst  days 
Jerome  O’Grady  for  being  the  manliest,  hand¬ 
somest,  most  charming  kid  1  ever  knew 
Jimbo  for  ABSOLUTELY  EVERYTHING! 

Jo  for  being  so  faithful 

Joey  Forina  for  being  the  man,  despite  the  little 
girls’  FALSE  accusations 
Jonathan  Lara  for  being  stupid  all  the  time  so 
that  people  can  feel  smarter 
Julie  A  for  being  so  wonderful  and  perfect 
KT  Harrison  for  fixing  my  jeans 
Lilly  for  being  the  best  friend  I  could  ever 
ask  for. 

Lorraine  for  singing  to  me  every  day  in 
homeroom 

Lorraine-o  for  introducing  me  to  Honey 
Mustard  sauce! 

Margarita  for  putting  up  with  me  and  my 
complaining 

Matt  Albanese  for  showing  me  to  (amp  and  do 
work  at  the  same  time 

Matt  Manning  for  tackling  me  and  giving  me  a 
bloody  nose  on  senior  skip 
Maura  S.  for  trusting  me  even  when  she  didn’t 
believe  me 

Melissa  for  being  a  great  friend 
Mike  Slade  for  breaking  my  finger 
Alme.  Valentin  for  absolutely  nothing  =) 
M00M00  for  being  my  Boo 
Mr  A-B  for  giving  us  a  project  due  the  last  two 
days  of  school 

Mr  Montague  for  being  amazing 
Mr.  Bonds  for  being  a  challenge  to  to  the  up¬ 
right  administration 

Mr.  Byron  for  being  the  best  hmrm  teacher  and 
teacher  ever  had! 

Mr.  Cahill  for  passing  me  in  10th  grade  Latin 
Mr.  Cahill  for  providing  me  a  constant  supply 
of  all  natural  sleeping  aid  (boooring) 

Mr.  Centeio  for  letting  me  sleep  in  class  and 
then  ace  the  test  with  my  own  knowledge 


Ms.  Gray  for  inspiring  the  world 
Ms.  Gray  for  inspiring  us 
Ms.  Holm  for  encouraging  me  anti  never  giving 
up  on  me 

Ms.  Kelley  for  her  dress  code  approach,  it 
saved  me  from  seeing  big  belly,  midriffs,  & 
panties  riding  up  backs.  <3  143  her 
Ms.  Kelley.  Mr.  Deveney,  and  Sullivan  for  every¬ 
thing  and  writing  recommendations 
Ms.  Liu  for  making  life  worthwhile  again  in 
junior  year,  I  owe  her  more  than  I  can  say 
Ms.  Manekis  for  informing  me  that  I  have  an 
eating  disorder 

Ms.  Middleton  for  putting  a  fire  under  my 
blond  lichind 

Ms.  Montes  for  the  recommendation  I  didn't 
think  anyone  would  give  me  a  good  one 
Ms.  Moran  and  Ms.  Brim  for  teaching  me 
language  in  a  way  that  helped  me  to  suer 
ceed  in  Aps 

Ms.  Moylan  and  Nat  for  always  being  amazing 
Ms.  Moylan  for  hger  endless  patience 
Ms.  Powell  for  cheering  for  Megan  every  day 
Ms.  Skerrit  for  an  awesome  recommendation 
Ms.  Skerritt  tor  insispring  me  to  want  to  take 
over  the  WORLD 

Ms.  Sylvester  and  Mr.  “G"  for  helping  me 
graduate  and  go  to  college 
Ms.  Sylvester  for  all  her  help  and  guidance  with 
college  and  everything  else 
Ms.  Sylvester  for  always  being  there  when  I’m 
in  need 

Ms.  Sylvester  for  beaing  the  most  awesome 
guidance  counselor  ever 
Ms.  Sylvester  for  being  a  shoulder  to  lean  on 
Ms.  Sylvester  for  being  so  awesome 
Ms.  Sylvester  for  saving  me  from  at  least  one 
thing  every  year,  and  helping  me  get  into 
college 

Ms.  Sylvester  for  telling  me  not  to  transfer  and 
pushing  me  to  my  limits 
Ms.  Sylvester  for  writing  me  an  awesome  rec¬ 
ommendation  and  never  turning  me  away 
no  matter  how  busy  she  is 
My  bra  for  supporting  me 
my  family  for  putting  up  with  me 
my  friends  &  family  for  making  me  sane  these 
years 

My  friends  &  teachers  for  making  my  experi¬ 
ence  at  BLS  memorable 
my  friends  for  a  million  laughs  over  the  years 
my  friends  for  always  being  there 
my  friends  for  always  being  there  for  me 
My  friends  for  always  being  there  for  me 
my  friends  for  always  being  there  for  me  and 
supporting  me 

My  friends  for  being  there  for  me  during  both 
my  sober  and  inebriated  moments 
my  friends  for  being  there  through  the  years 
My  friends  for  everything 

my  friends  for  helping  me  survive  my  four  years 
at  Boston  Latin  School 
my  friends  for  keeping  me  sane 
my  friends  for  making  school  fon 


Mr.  Fulron  for  not  letting  me  get  censured  or 
suspended 

Mr.  Fulton  for  not  treating  me  like  I  was  on 
the  “list" 

Mr.  Fulton  for  unknowningly  excusing  my 
tardies 

Mr.  Ciio  for  being  the  coolest  guy  on  earth  and 
being  there  for  me  all  day 
Mr.  Gio  for  everyone,  especially  being  soo 
damned  cute 

Mr.  Harris  tor  inspiring  me  to  become  an  art 
teacher 

Mr.  I  libbard  and  the  Franklin  Twins  for  being 
the  most  hilarious  people  in  the  entire 
world 

Mr.  Martin  for  helping  me  understand  politics 
Mr.  Montague  for  all  the  advice 
Mr.  Montague  for  always  being  there  and 
answering  any  questions  1  have 
Mr.  Montague  for  always  listening  to  me 
complain 

Mr.  Montague  for  alwys  being  there  for  me 
even  though  he  wasn’t  my  guidance 
counselor 

Mr.  Montague  for  being  the  BEST. 

Mr.  Montague  for  being  the  greatest  advice- 
giver  ever 

Mr.  Montague  for  helping  me  get  to  the  next 
phase  of  my  life...  COLLEGE!!! 

Mr.  Montague  for  helping  me  through  my 
tough  loss  in  sophomore  year 
Mr.  Montague  for  keeping  me  sane 
Mr.  Montague  for  standing  in  for  Mr.  Gaskill 
Mr.  Montague/Ms.  Sylvester  for  being  awesome 
guidance  counselors 

Air.  Osowieki  for  playing  me  i  on  1  in  basket¬ 
ball  and  losing! 

Air.  Pitts  for  being  a  great  band  teacher  and 
very  sarcastic 
Air.  Salterio 
Air.  Smith  for  existing 
Air.  Snyder  ft’or  the  pretzels 
Mr.  Sullivan  for  daring  to  be  different  and 
inspiring  me  to  learn  again 
Air.  Sullivan  for  making  humanities  fun 
Mr.  Tedeschi  for  sitting  me  next  to  Andrew  in 
8th  grade  homeroom 

Mrs.  Cousens  for  never  giving  up  on  me  and 
always  being  there  when  I  needed  her  the 
most 

Als.  A.  Wong  for  being  an  awesome  faculty 
advisor 

Als.  Brun  for  always  being  there  for  me 
Ms.  Cousens  for  sticking  with  me 
Ms.  E  for  being  the  best  guidance  conselor 
ever! 

Ms.  Esteve  for  everything 
Als.  Freeman  for  opening  my  eyes 
Ms.  Fulwider  for  making  writing  research  paper 
bearable 

Als.  Fulwider  for  teaching  me  how  to  write 
Ms.  Fulwider  for  teaching  me  how  to  write  a 
research  paper  and  read  poetry 
Als.  Gray  for  being  a  great  teacher 


my  friends  for  making  rhe  six  years  here  worth 
it 

my  friends  for  making  these  6  years  amazing 
my  guidance  counselor 
my  lunch  tabic  for  being  off  da  heezy 
My  parents  and  JA  LO  SC  DA  BP  for  getting 
me  through  this  school 
my  parents  for  helping  me  through  BI.S 
My  teachers  for  my  success 
myself  tor  being  amazing  and  not  letting  BLS 
drive  me  crazy 
myself  for  being  so  awesome 
myself  for  surviving 

Natalie.  Sophia,  and  Iiric  for  being  the  Inrstcst 
homeroom  buddies  of  all  time 
Nicole  for  l>cing  so  lovely 
Pat  Meade  for  being  so  awesome  and  super 
cool.  And  sexy. 

Redd  for  being  my  best  friend  even  to  tliis  day 
regardless  of  all  we’ve  been  through 
Ryan  Foley  for  making  me  look  smarter  by 
comparison 

sail  for  giving  me  many  many  APES  home¬ 
works 

Sarah  Hang  for  leaving  her  praefect  post  and 
notifying  everyone  where  she  went 
Sarah  Hang  for  making  Senior  year  less 
boringer 

Sarah  O.  for  being  such  an  awesome  homeroom 
buddy  and  Eastern  Europe  roommate! 
Scott,  Michael 

Shade  for  screaming  “Ay  yi  yi!”  in  Mickey 
Mouse  panties  at  6  am 
Shay  for  helping  me  to  have  faith  in  people 
smallhead  for  being  such  a  great  friend 
Snoopy  for  getting  me  an  A-  on  my  8th  grade 
resesarch  paper 

some  incredible  teachers  for  each  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  adult  I  am  becoming  <3  Please 
accept  my  sincerest  gratitude 
Spiderman  for  being  awesome 
Stacey  for  being  wonderful 
Stephanie  for  my  Sir  Isaac  Newton  magnetic 
finger  puppet 
Sullivan  for  everything 
Sully  for  speaking  the  truth 
Taylor  for  getting  jungle  fever 
Ted  and  Bryan  for  warning  me  about  the  trap 
the  academy 

The  Argo  for  this  wonderful  survey 
the  Bebop  Crew  for  all  the  super  special  awe¬ 
some  fun  we  had  together  <3 
The  class  of' ‘07  for  making  the  past  6  (or  4) 
years  of  my  life  memorable 
the  main  office  for  the  constant  supply  of 
baked  goods 

The  Middle  People  for  keeping  me  sane 
The  squad  for  making  this  year  hilarous  and 
this  entire  school  exerpience  unforgettable 
Tk  for  being  fantastic 

you  for  keeping  me  wildly  entertained.  Class 
of ‘07! 

Your  mom  for  giving  me  a  way  to  insult  you 
your  mom  for  the  good  times 


June  2007 

Congratulations  Christopher: 

We  are  so  proud  of  you  now,  as  we  have 
always  been  and  will  always  be. 

Love, 

Mom,  Dad,  Danielle  and  Shaun 


glimpse  of  tfie  future... 3>00T. 
We  are  so  groud  vf^ou  fydia. 
£ove  ftFlom,  Vad,  frDarc  +  cf>eaf) 
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In  Ten  Years,  You  Will  Find  Me 


Boston  Latin  School 


...you  won’t 

28  years  old,  still  contemplating  what  I 
should  be  doing;  married  rich  and 
still  running 
a  broke  resident 

a  millionaire,  living  the  life  in 
retirement 
as  a  housewife 

as  your  boss  or  screwing  your  wife 
at  my  successful  job 
back  in  Bana  with  a  kamikaze  in  my 
hand 

being  your  boss 

chilling  at  a  pharmacy  making  a  lot  of 
money 

chilling  with  Borat...  my  vanilla  face 
come  back  as  an  administrator  and 
speak  perfect  English 
creating  Gears  of  War  3 
creating  great  and  wonderous  things  for 
the  advancement  of  mankind 
dancing  in  cages  with  tigers  in  my  4-inch 
hooker  heels 

doing  a  whole  lot  better  than  you 
doing  field  work  in  Africa 
doing  whatever  my  heart  desires... 
drag  racing  in  Cali  living  out  of  my 
mini-van 

driving  along  the  east  coast  in  a  shiny 
maserati 

either  kicking  corporate  ass,  or 
protecting  it.  And  shopping, 
even  more  attractive  than  I  already  am 
Fishing  for  marlin,  shirtless,  wioth  the 
ghost  of  Ernest  Hemingway 
hanggliding  into  a  cliff 
happy,  healthy,  educated,  and  married  to 
shaquille  o’Neal 

happy,  healthy,  married  and  successful 
happy,  married,  and  successful 
having  a  28th  birthday  bash  at  Grizzle’s 
house 

helping  little  kids 
hopefully  in  grad  school 
hopefully  with  a  bigger  butt  and  smaller 
waist 

hunting  for  geckos  in  the  jungles  of 
Brazil 

in  a  kayak  on  a  tree 

in  a  laboratory  doing  research 

in  Africa,  writing  about  its  conflicts 

In  California 

in  debt  from  law  school 

in  Europe  working  for  the  UN 


in  hawaii  watching  a  sunset ;) 
in  Innisfree  with  La  Inspirada  and 
Seamus  Heany 

in  Innisfree  with  the  Inspired  One  I 
in  Israel,  naked  in  the  dead  sea 
in  jail  for  drag  racing 
in  London 

in  Milan  front  seat  at  a  Fashion  Show 
in  the  credits  of  the  next  popular  video 
game  series,  maybe 
in  Vogue 
in  your  bed 

jefsetting  around  the  world  in  my  hot 
Gucci  dress  and  shoes 
just  as  attractive  as  you  do  now 
late,  as  always...  and  probably  poor 
laughing  at  BLS  kids  of  the  future 
living  in  a  box  by  the  Charles 
living  in  Boston  (hopefully  with  a 
husband) 

living  in  Italy  and  owning  a  huge 
corporation 

living  in  my  appartment  with  my  dog 
and  my  handsome  hunk 
living  in  the  Virgin  Islands  working  as  a 
psychologist,  living  with  my  husband 
and  two  kids 

living  the  best  life  possible 
living  with  Alexa  and  Johnny  Cupcakes 
looking  through  your  window 
making  a  lot  of  money 
making  movies  or  on  the  tv 
Making  Sarah  dinner 
making  six  figures,  still  trying  to  pay  off 
my  college  debts 
managing  a  hotel 

married  to  a  mixed  guy  while  having  a 
career  of  my  own 
married  to  Mr.  Izzo  <3 
Married  to  Shawn  Le  with  6  kids 
married  with  a  fine  brotha 
married  with  a  PhD  and  loaded 
married  with  children  and  working  at  a 
big  investment  firm 
married,  rich,  and  happy! 
married,  successful,  and  planning  on 
having  kids 
not  here 
not  in  BLS 

not  wearing  my  BLS  flip-flops 
on  “Lifestyles  of  the  Rich  and 
Famous’’ 

on  stages  all  over  the  world  and 
autographing  my  best-selling 


novels 

on  the  beach  sipping  a  strawberry 
daquairi 

on  the  Food  Network 
out  and  about  enjoying  the  weather, 
trying  to  make  this  world  a  bit 
better 

rich  and  married  to  Barry  Tomasini,  b/c 
we  created  a  more  advanced  Java 
computer  programming  system 
riding  Aracona 
saving  the  children 

selling  myself  on  the  streets  of  Sri 
Lanka 

sitting  in  my  trailer  park,  sipping  brews 
and  relaxing 
sleeping 
somewhere 

somewhere  around  Boston 
somewhere  in  Mexico 
somewhere  on  the  earth  (I  hope) 
still  fly,  hopefully  working,  and  probably 
still  looking  like  a  3  year  old! 
still  in  same  school 
still  paying  people  off 
still  walking  Connor  Duggan  home 
successful  and  happily  married 
suing  a  student  for  assault  even  though 
I  touched  him  first 
teaching 

teaching  here  or  conquering  the  world. 

Maybe  both... 
teaching  history 
teaching  in  a  BPS  high  school 
travelling  around  the  world 
up  ur  butt  around  tha  corner  all  the  way 
to  California 

watching  yet  another  movie 
with  a  blob  of  oil  paint  on  my  nose,  ink 
on  my  fingers,  martini  in  hand,  and 
an  infectuous  smile  on  my  face 
with  at  least  2  kids 
with  headphones  still  on 
with  my  Boo  Bear 

working  as  a  federal  agent  for  CTLI 
Boston  taking  down  terrorists  during 
the  fifth  longest  day  of  my  life 
working  at  a  law  firm  downtown,  and 
married. 

working  for  MA  government  as  a  child 
advocate  (and  married  to  a  fellow 
classmate) 

working  in  either  a  hospital  or  a 
courtroom 


Favorite  Year 


:  10% 

:  3% 

10th:  8% 


1th:  13% 


Least  Favorite  Year 

12thi22L  10th :  22% 


11th:  19% 


8th :  9% 


9th :  37% 


Each  teacher  is  unique  and  offers  something  special  to  every 
student.  Therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  actually  rank  teachers.  How- 
ever,  with  that  said,  here  are  your  favorites: 


Mr.  Akeson 

Mr.  Bilodeau  ("is  my  hero") 

Mr.  Deveny 

Ms.  Devin 

Ms.  Elliott 

Ms.  Freeman 

Ms.  Fulwider 

Mr.  Harris 

Ms.  Holm 


Mr.  Izzo 
Dr.  James 
Mr.  Martin 
Ms.  Middleton 
Dr.  Neary 
Ms.  Palmer 
Mr.  Sullivan 
Ms.  Trainor 
Ms.  Williams 


Coti(Mn/c/)T7^s  Will- 

Uvgr djw  ir/try 


Meatball 

Your  years  at  Latin  have  come  to  an 
end,  Wkat  a,  great  axx*mpUsliment you 
have  done!  You  have  matured  into  a, 
•fine  young  man,  and  me  are  so  'proud 
o^you,  our  son. 
Congratulation*  Andrew 
Love  Dad  +  Mom 
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“It  was  with  a  happy  heart  that  the  good  Odysseus  spread  his  sail  to  catch 
the  wind  and  used  his  seamanship  to  keep  his  boat  straight  with  the 

steering-oar.”  Homer 

To  Colin  Hughes  Santangelo, 

Like  Odysseus,  may  you  set  out  with  a  happy  heart  —today 

and  all  the  days  of  your  life. 

May  you  find  the  winds  you  desire  and  the  seas  as  you  need 

them. 

May  you  always  return  home  to  those  who  love  you  bringing 
tales  of  challenges  met,  friends  made,  and  joys  found. 


Congratulations  and  love  from  all  of  your  family. 

Your  ancestors  sailed  from  Floridia,  Sicily,  from  Ready  and 
Lisadian,  County  Armagh,  Northern  Ireland,  from  Scotland 
and  from  England  with  happy  hearts  to  pursue  their  dreams. 
How  proud  of  you  they  would  be  today  and  how  proud  we  are, 

too. 

Fair  winds  and  following  seas  to  you  always . 


Editors'  Farewell 
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News 

“Copy  please,  we  told  you  we’re  doing  all 
we  can!  The  stupid  writers  won’t  send  us  their 
articles...we’re  trying!” 

That’s  what  we  seemed  to  be  saying  for 
most  of  the  production  weeks  this  year.  Please 
understand,  writers,  that  we  don’t  really  mean 
that — only  one  of  you  is  dumb — but  sometimes 
we  say  things  we  don’t  mean  behind  the  scenes. 
This  sort  of  behavior  often  results  from  a  high- 
stress,  low-pizza  environment. 

Mostly,  however,  we  would  like  to  give  a 
shout-out  to  the  copy  editing  goddesses  for  be¬ 
ing  so  patient.  (Hah,  yeah  right,  they  were  never 
patient  when  our  articles  were  late;  so,  how  about 
thanks  for  being  so  awesome  and  allowing  us  to 
live  long  enough  to  get  you  our  articles  when 
they  were  late.)  Thank  you,  Copy,  we  are  forever 
in  your  debt,  which  we  will  repay  (maybe,  college 
is  expensive)  with  coffee. 

We  can’t  even  begin  to  thank  Layout  here, 
because  first  we  have  to  apologize:  Layout,  we  are 
so  sorry  for  the  many  times  we  made  you  stay  late! 
As  in,  10  p.m.  on  Friday  night  late.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  expect  a  big  fat  cake  for  that  one  time  we 
were  early  Remember  that  week?  That,  Layout, 
was  heaven,  delivered  straight  from  News.  We 
like  chocolate  frosting. 

Beside  the  fight  against  time  and  the  effort 
to  track  down  elusive  writers  with  our  super  ninja 
skills,  our  most  daunting  challenge  was  the  dan¬ 
gerous  journey  from  the  art  wing  into  the  photo 
lab.  Not  only  did  we  face  the  dragons,  named 
Locked  Door  and  Computers  Which  Cannot 
Access  the  Server,  but  we  also  had  to  endure  Mr. 
Flynn’s  alert  and  threatening  gaze — a  Sword  of 
Damocles  in  its  own  right — while  he  was  wearing 
his  docrrag  of  doom! 

Just  joking,  of  course.  We  truly  appreci¬ 
ate  your  dedication  for  Argo  and  aid  to  us  this 
year,  Mr.  Flynn,  and  hope  you  enjoyed  the  year 
as  much  as  we  did,  despite  the  late  nights  and 
various  crises.  Judging  by  all  the  dancing  you 
did  when  you  were  dressed  in  your  real  clothes, 
tossing  Ms.  Kelley’s  approval  out  the  window,  it 
might  not  have  been  as  painful  a  job  as  it  looked, 
which  could  explain  why  you  do  it  year  after  year. 
Please  continue  to  do  so;  Argo  wouldn’t  function 
without  you. 

Finally,  Julia,  we  love  you,  too.  You  instilled 
enough  fear  in  us  to  keep  us  functioning  for  the 
year,  but  beware:  as  the  summer  goes  on,  your 
spell  will  wear  off  and  we  will  be  free!  Then  we, 
both  of  us  on  that  Cambridge  side  of  the  river, 
will...probably  bring  you  flowers  so  you  will  love 
us,  too.  Or  coffee? 

And  speaking  of  coffee  (again),  a  final,  final 
thank  you  to  Sammi’s,  ak.a.  The  Green  Trolley, 
a.k.a.  Our  Messiah.  We  will  always  worship  you  in 
the  makeshift  shrine  beside  the  rooftop  pool. 

-Claudia  and  Linda 

PS.  Dear  amazing  Xiaoli:  Good  luck. 

Forum 

Pm  glad  to  have  had  Argo — a  place  where 
my  habit  of  twiddling  with  words  was  useful, 
and  even  something  of  a  team  sport.  I  suppose  1 
could  have  lived  without  it,  but  it’s  nice  to  have 
an  outlet  for  these  little  eccentricities. 

Besides,  I  like  to  have  a  project,  and  this 
is  a  good  one — big  enough  to  require  a  bossy 
Editor  in  Chief,  but  small  enough  to  fit  all  the 
major  players  into  one  tightly  packed  room. 
Speaking  of  that,  thanks  to  Julia  for  being  such 
a  pain  sometimes  (I  needed  a  lot  of  nudging). 
Being  that  person  who  gets  everyone  to  get 
down  to  work  is  the  most  unenviable  position 


I  can  think  of,  so  thanks  for  doing  that.  Klein, 
best  of  luck  doing  her  one  better,  and  I  hope 
you  have  big  plans  for  the  paper.  Also  I  hope 
you  decide  to  send  me  a  copy  at  college. 

Anyone  who  as  ever  read  the  Argo  has 
probably  noted  snarkily  that  it  could  be  bet¬ 
ter,  and  anyone  who  has  ever  worked  on  the 
paper  is  at  least  six  times  more  aware  of  this. 
Pm  incredibly  proud  of  the  paper  we  produce 
out  of  nowhere,  but  it  can  always  be  better,  and 
anyone  who  has  good  ideas  should  let  someone 
know.  Keeping  the  paper  the  same  every  year 
is  boring.  There  must  be  something  you  want 
to  change.  It’s  a  lot  of  fun  trying  to  reform  the 
beast.  I  like  it,  anyway  Thanks  and  good  luck 
to  the  juniors.  Maybe  try  to  change  our  section 
title,  pretty  much  no  one  seems  to  know  what 
“Forum”  is  supposed  to  mean.  Sorry  to  leave 
you  with  such  a  weighty  task,  it’s  not  because  I 
don’t  like  you  or  anything. 

-Katie 

In  movies,  the  graduation  scene  is  always 
the  first  scene,  or  the  last.  But  really  it’s  neither. 
While  it  feels  that  we’ve  spent  the  majority  of  our 
lives  here,  it’s  really  just  one  third  of  it.  There’s 
a  lot  left  to  go. 

And  while  I’ll  absolutely  miss  my  friends 
wherever  I  end  up,  I  know  they’ll  always  be  pres¬ 
ent  in  my  life  in  some  capacity  I  know  where 
they  live,  at  least  when  they  come  home  for  the 
summer.  111  miss  the  trekking  to  Emack’s  for 
a  giant  sundae  every  June,  squabbling  over  the 
last  slice  of  pineapple  pizza  on  final  Friday,  and 
scrambling  to  find  judges  for  Speech  competi¬ 
tions.  But  I  think  I’ll  miss  the  people  who  sat 
beside  me  in  my  classes  the  most.  They’re  the 
ones  who  I  most  want  to  see  in  a  month,  six 
months,  six  years,  to  find  out  where  they’ve  gone 
and  what  they’re  doing.  It’s  the  people  who  aren’t 
my  closest  friends  who  I  fear  never  seeing  again. 
But  because  this  is  a  fanny  old  world,  and  we  all 
have  this  common  experience,  I  like  to  think  that 
it’s  an  irrational  fear. 

So,  my  pearl  of  wisdom,  such  as  it  is,  is  to 
find  a  team.  It  could  be  a  sports  team,  a  team  of 
actors,  or  it  could  be  Aigo.  Get  to  know  everyone 
you  can.  Even  teachers.  Enjoy  everyone  while 
you’re  all  under  the  same  roof  Peace. 

-Becca 

Sports 

First,  I  want  to  say  that  I  admire  all  the 
seniors  who  have  participated  in  the  sports 
program  no  matter  what  the  capacity  (athlete, 
manager,  Superfan,  etc).  To  be  able  to  commit 
multiple  hours  on  a  daily  basis  for  one,  two, 
or  even  three  teams,  while  also  maintaining 
the  high  academic  responsibilities  throughout 
each  year  is  something  I  could  not  personally 
see  myself  doing.  I  never  became  involved  as 
nearly  as  much  as  I  wanted  too,  and  that  is 
something  I  have  come  to  regret. 

After  reading  every  article  and  piece 
that  has  been  written  on  our  sports  program 
the  past  two  years,  I  feel  that  our  sports  pro¬ 
gram  has  the  potential  to  be  so  much  better. 
When  one  thinks  of  our  school,  they  conjure 
up  gleaming  images  of  academics,  tradition, 
honor,  and  integrity.  Our  sports  program  has 
accomplished  so  many  things  in  my  six  years 
here,  but  I  feel  that  with  higher  expectations 
and  a  more  selFassured  collective  mentality, 
we  can  have  a  sports  program  that  matches 
and  even  exceeds  our  first  class  academic 
reputation. 

Overall,  though,  the  effort  that  our  ath¬ 
letes  put  out,  whether  in  practice  or  games,  is 
unmatched.  While  other  schools  we  compete 


against  may  have  more  natural  athletes  to 
select  from,  our  program  makes  up  for  that 
in  sheer  determination,  and  even  though 
sometime  the  final  results  do  not  reflect  that, 
I  am  confident  to  say  it  is  not  due  to  any  lack 
of  endeavor. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  my  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  experience.  Even  as  I  write  this,  the 
fact  that  I  am  actually  leaving  hasn’t  sunk  in. 
In  retrospect,  I  hated  getting  up  every  morn¬ 
ing  and  going  to  this  place,  and  I  certainly  did 
not  like  spending  over  thirty  hours  a  week 
here.  The  people  (students  and  teachers)  that 
I  met  and  the  friends  I  eventually  got  to  know 
was  what  made  the  experience  worthwhile  and 
unforgettable. 

If  I  had  to  provide  some  advice  to  any 
younger  students  reading  this,  I  would  say 
this:  get  involved  and  speak  up.  I  was  always 
known  to  people  who  did  not  know  me,  as 
a  quiet  kid  who  did  not  "talk  much.  In  order 
to  be  most  successful  get  to  know  as  many 
people  as  you  can,  never  disrespect  or  look 
down  upon  fellow  students,  and  finally,  but 
most  importantly,  get  involved  in  the  things 
that  you  are  most  interested  in.  Never  let  your 
particular  personality,  especially  if  you  are  shy, 
hinder  what  you  really  want  to  do.  Never  let 
others  intimidate  you,  and  never  let  anybody’s 
personal  opinion  affect  you.  Let  you  be  your 
own  critic,  and  not  somebody  else.  Make  the 
best  of  the  connections  that  you  form,  and  the 
friendships  that  you  shape  here. 

My  time  here  was  a  learning  experience 
and  suffices  to  say,  it  is  scary  to  be  leaving  a 
place  that  I  have  gotten  to  know  so  well.  Yet, 
the  day  has  come,  and  we  all  must  move  on, 
but  I  certainly  will  not  forget  the  impact  you 
all  have  had  on  me. 

-Owyn 

After  6  long  years  here  at  Boston  Latin, 
it’s  finally  over.  I  know  at  times,  it  seemed  as 
if  school  seemed  to  drag  on  and  on,  but  when 
I  look  back,  it  wasn’t  as  bad  as  I  thought.  Of 
course,  there  were  the  academics  that  we  all 
had  to  endure,  but  what  got  me  through  all 
these  years  were  the  sports.  BLS  has  an  ar 
ray  of  sports  in  which  many  of  us  choose  to 
participate  in. 

1  was  lucky  enough  to  be  a  member  of 
the  crew  team  for  5  years,  experiencing  the 
trials  and  tribulations  from  being  a  newly 
inaugurated  novice  to  finally  earning  that  cov¬ 
eted  spot  in  the  first  boat  for  my  final  season. 
Not  only  that,  but  I  helped  manage  the  Girls’ 
Basketball  team  under  the  watch  of  Coach 
Bennie  Myers.  Participating  in  both  sports 
have  been  a  very  rewarding  experience  for  me. 
In  addition  to  being  an  athlete,  I  got  to  write 
about  various  sports  the  school  has  to  offer. 
Combining  my  passion  of  writing  and  sports 
turned  out  to  be  great. 

I  can  say  that  I  eat,  breathe,  and  sleep 
sports  especially  crew.  Being  on  crew  has 
brought  me  some  of  my  best  and  worst  memo¬ 
ries.  From  rowing  in  a  snowstorm  to  having 
top  race  finishes,  it  has  been  a  roller  coaster 
ride.  Through  crew,  I’ve  developed  long-lasting 
friendships,  the  definition  of  sportsmanship, 
and  how  to  graciously  accept  a  win  or  loss. 

However,  looking  across  the  board  at 
all  the  Latin  teams,  there  are  a  few  words 
that  stand  out  to  me  when  describing  them: 
passionate,  dedicated,  and  hardworking. 
Every  athlete  has  the  ability  to  play  his/her 
heart  out  for  the  sport  no  matter  what  the 
outcome.  There’s  no  lack  of  effort  because  all 
give  more  than  his/her  fair  share  of  work  for 
each  sport.  It’s  hard  to  compete  in  the  Dual 
County  League,  but  we  all  have  the  belief  that 


we  have  a  chance  of  beating  our  opponents 
despite  what  others  say.  Each  athlete  has  faith 
in  his/her  teammate  and  the  team  as  whole,  and 
that  always  goes  farther  than  we  expect. 

It’s  been  an  adventure  both  writing  and 
playing  sports  for  the  school.  When  I  leave 
Boston  Latin,  I  hope  that  the  teams  continue 
to  thrive  on  their  passion  and  faith  in  order  to 
be  successful  against  their  opponents.  It’s  hard 
to  think  that  we  all  will  be  going  our  separate 
ways,  but  we  have  the  memories  that  we  made 
and  are  finally  ready  to  move  on  and  make  new 
ones.  Thank  you,  Boston  Latin  and  the  Class 
of  2007,  for  six  crazy  incredible  years. 

-Elizabeth 

Copy 

It’s  our  last  week  of  school,  and  here  we 
are,  two  copy  editors  and  two  copy  associates, 
trying  to  put  our  four  heads  together  to  write 
a  farewell  that  no  one  will  read  or  understand. 
Who  else  would  hate  serial  commas?  Who  else 
twitches  when  a  sentence  starts  with  “however”? 
Who  else  knows  the  difference  between  an  em- 
dash  and  an  errdash?  CTHcolon  crescens,  anyone?) 
Alas,  the  majority  does  not  even  know  what  copy 
editors  do;  we  bet  you  all  just  stare  blankly  at  the 
staff  list,  wondering  what  on  earth  takes  so  many 
people  to  complete  each  issue. 

However,  enough  of  that.  (See?  We’re 
breaking  out.)  Though  you  may  skip  this  fare¬ 
well,  embarrassed  that  you  don’t  know  who  we 
are,  we — that  is,  Eva  (been  here  way  too  long), 
Talia  Gnsulted  easily),  Alden  (keyboard  hog  and 
slanderist)  and  Maya  (...too  long  a  list) — will  intro¬ 
duce  ourselves  anyways.  We  fix  your  mistakes  and 
make  you  look  intelligent  if  you  don’t  proofread 
your  own  work.  But  as  you  can  tell,  our  farewell 
is  a  mess.  It’s  a  good  thing  the  juniors  are  taking 
over,  because  senioritis  ate  our  ability  to  form 
coherent  paragraphs. 

And  now  we  have  some  parting  words. 
First  and  foremost,  we’d  like  to  thank  Hal,  our 
singing  copy  computer.  If  you’re  in  the  photo  lab, 
try  it  sometime.  (Hopefully  Eva  didn’t  actually 
break  the  speakers.)  We’d  also  like  to  thank  the 
pizza  man,  for  fueling  our  late-night  endeavors 
with  pineapple  and  barbecue  chickea  Oh,  yeah, 
and  we  should  thank  the  other  Aigpnauts,  except 
for  Linda  She  knows  why  Sports,  meanwhile, 
deserves  special  acknowledgement  for  having 
their  articles  in  early  every  single  time  and  putting 
up  with  our  abuse  anyway 

As  seniors  as  well  as  copy  editors,  we’d 
also  like  to  shout  out  to  our  teachers.  Thanks  for 
teaching  us  everything  from  stem  cell  differentia¬ 
tion  to  differential  equations,  from  hyperbolic 
geometry  to  hyperbole  in  poetry,  from  quatrains 
to  string  quartets,  from  meter  to  the  metric 
system,  and  everything  in  between  (i.e.  history 
language,  economics,  physics,  etc).  We  promise 
you  we  won’t  forget  it  all. 

To  our  successors,  particularly  Vy,  don’t 
kiss  too  many  people,  as  copy  is  always  wont  to 
do.  We  feel  we’ve  trained  you  well  and  that  you 
are  fully  prepared  to  take  up  the  mantle  next  year. 
Of  course,  to  underclassmen  in  general,  we  have 
only  this  advice — relax.  Don’t  take  everything  as 
seriously  as  we  know  all  you  sixies  do.  If  we  can 
manage  to  laugh  about  grammar,  you  can  find 
your  own  joy  in  the  highs  and  lows  that  make 
Boston  Latin  the  school  that  it  is. 

-  Eva,  Talia,  Alden,  Maya 

Photo 

Four  long  tedious  years  of  hard  work  at 
BLS  and  now  I’m  leaving  wanting  more.  To  me, 
it’s  definitely  gone  by  way  too  fast.  I  remember 
coming  in  as  a  B-sie  really  excited  to  start  the  next 
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chapter  of  my  life.  The  Argo  has 
been  a  part  of  my  Boston  Latin 
School  experience  the  entire 
time.  It  was  the  only  extracur 
ricular  activity  I  wanted  to 
participate  in  and  is  the  only  ex¬ 
tracurricular  I  have  stuck  with 
throughout  my  time  here.  Leav¬ 
ing  it  is  definitely  bittersweet.  1 
For  weeks  I  had  been  thinking 
about  what  I  would  say  in  this 
farewell.  Now  as  I  am  writing 
this  in  the  computer  lab,  I  find 
it  hard  to  put  into  words  the 
flood  of  emotions  that  strike 
me  as  I  think  back  to  all  the 
memories  I  have  had  at  BLS. 

First  and  foremost  I’d  like 
to  thank  the  people  who  have 
helped  me  out  the  most  while 
I  have  been  a  part  of  the  Argo. 

I’d  like  to  thank  Leah,  the  first 
Photo  Editor  I  was  associated 
with,  for  teaching  me  the  ropes 
on  how  things  work  as  far  as 
photos  are  concerned.  Kelly, 
my  partner  in  crime  as  my  Co¬ 
editor,  for  being  there  during 
the  unbearable  Final  Fridays, 
numerous  Boloco  runs,  and  as  an  awesome 
friend  overall.  Liz,  my  current  Co-editor, 
for  working  along  side  me  while  I’ve  been 
at  my  wits  end.  Lastly,  I’d  like  to  thank 
all  of  my  photo  associates  over  the  years. 
Without  any  of  you  I  would  not  have  been 
able  to  do  my  job. 

Over  years,  many  friends  were  made 
and  even  a  few  were  lost.  I  was  never  a 
clicky  person.  I  tried  to  get  to  know  as 
many  people  as  I  could  and  I’m  proud  of 
that.  To  my  closest  friends  (you  know  who 
you  are)  thank  you  for  being  there  through 
and  through.  I  have  no  idea  what  I  would 
have  done  without  you  all.  To  those  whose 
friendship  I  have  lost,  I  would  hope  that 
all  is  forgiven.  The  true  test  of  friend¬ 
ship  will  come  after  graduation.  Let  it  be 
known  that  I  plan  on  keeping  in  touch 
through  Facebook,  AIM,  email,  phone 
calls  whatever!  You  cannot  get  rid  ofjonny 
Lara/J-Lara/J -Thong/Torpedo  that  fast! 

How  can  I  talk  about  BLS  without 
mentioning  some  of  the  best  teachers  I’ve 
ever  had  here,  some  of  which  I  am  glad 
to  consider  friends.  I’d  like  to  shine  the 
spotlight  Mme.  Brun  for  being  there  as 
support  whenever  I  needed  her.  My  expe¬ 
rience  in  France  with  her  and  other  BLS 
students  last  summer  was  by  far  the  best 
of  my  life.  It  opened  me  up  to  a  whole  new 
culture  that  I  have  grown  to  appreciate. 
I  walked  away  after  the  month  long  trip 
with  great  memories  and  new,  life  long 
friends.  My  wish  is  that  future  student  at 
BLS  would  be  able  to  have  such  a  great 
opportunity  as  to  travel  to  enrich  their 
education.  Among  the  amazing  teachers 
that  I  have  grown  to  appreciate  are  Ms. 
Pagos,  Mr.  Deveney,  Ms.  Holm,  the  list 
goes  on  and  on. 

While  I’ve  spent  hours  complaining 
about  Argo,  teachers,  and  just  school  in 
general,  I  know  I’m  really  going  to  miss 
it  all.  Ms.  Kelley  says  that  the  Class  of 
2007  is  special  and  I  could  not  agree  more. 
After  all  the  high  school  drama  goes  down 
and  the  dust  settles,  we  are  a  tight  group 
and  I  hope  we  have  left  a  blueprint  as  to 
how  what  a  BLS  class  should  be  like.  I’d 
like  to  end  my  farewell  with  a  saying  that 
I  have  used  to  guide  me  through  life  for  all 
of  you  who  have  read  my  farewell.  “Love 
many.  Trust  few.  Do  wrong  to  none.” 

-Jonathan 

My  career  at  Boston  Latin  School 
started  out  with  a  bang,  literally  One  of 
my  first  memories  of  sixic  year,  was  break¬ 
ing  a  bookcase  window  in  homeroom. 
Staring  at  the  broken  glass  covering  the 
floor  I  was  terrified  that  the  accident 
would  be  a  blotch  on  my  record  that 
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would  follow  me  for  the  next  6  years. 
To  the  contrary,  it  allowed  me  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  to  my  teachers  that  I  wasn’t  a 
ruthless  vandal,  but  that  I  was  an  honest, 
diligent  and  occasionally  clumsy  student. 
This  anecdote  may  seem  pointless,  but  it 
holds  a  valuable  lesson.  BLS  presents  a 
fair  share  of  challenges,  and  some  days  are 
tougher  than  others.  However,  with  the 
right  attitude  and  a  strong  sense  of  per 
severance,  every  experience  will  help  you 
grow  stronger.  The  most  important  les¬ 
sons  I’ve  learned  at  BLS  were  not  taught 
through  textbooks  or  power  points,  but 
rather  through  the  people  I’ve  met  and 
experiences  I’ve  have.  I  believe  that’s  the 
true  BLS  experience. 

Among  these  lessons,  here  a  few 
that  I’d  like  to  pass  on  to  all  the  students 
remaining  at  BLS. 

1)  Be  outgoing.  To  all  apprehensive 
underclassmen:  don’t  be  afraid  to  get  in¬ 
volved!  Opportunities  won’t  come  looking 
for  you,  take  the  initiative  and  work  for 
what  you  want.  Some  of  my  closest  friends 
and  some  of  the  most  interesting  people, 
I’ve  met  through  activities  at  BLS. 

2)  Network.  Realize  that  teachers  are 
human  beings  too;  they’re  here  to  help  you 
through  anything  and  everything.  With 
this,  I’d  like  to  thank  all  the  devoted  and 
spirited  BLS  faculty  and  administration: 
your  inspiration  and  support  made  a  big 
difference  in  my  BLS  success.  Your  dedi¬ 
cation  has  led  me  to  seriously  consider  a 
future  in  Education. 

3)  Be  yourself.  It  might  sound  cliche, 
but  you’re  going  to  make  it  further  if  you 
stick  to  who  you  truly  are. 

It’s  now  with  a  heavy  heart  and 
backwards  glance  that  I  write  my  farewell 
to  everyone  at  BLS.  To  all  the  Argonauts: 
it’s  been  a  pleasure  working  with  all  of  you! 
Jonathan,  I’m  going  to  miss  taking  and 
editing  photos  with  you!  Julia,  we  couldn’t 
have  asked  for  a  better  Editorin-Chief. 
To  the  rest  of  the  Argonauts:  best  of  luck 
to  you  all  as  you  continue  your  voyage  on 
the  good  ship  Argo. 

A  wise  and  mindful  Dr.  Theodor 
Seuss  once  said,  “Don’t  cry  because  it’s 
over,  smile  because  it  happened”.  A  few 
weeks  ago  I  received  similar  advice  from 
the  noble  and  insightful,  Ms.  Cornelia 
Kelley.  The  Headmaster  happened  to  be 
walking  down  the  senior  hallway  when  I 
embraced  a  fellow  classmate  of  mine.  She 
explained  that  such  display  of  affection 
wasn’t  allowed  at  the  Latin  School,  but  I 
assured  her  that  my  actions  where  only  a 
sign  of  the  bittersweet  feelings  that  I  sur 
prisingly  felt  about  leaving  BLS  after  six 
years.  Ms.  Kelley  forgave  my  conduct  and 
said,  “Elizabeth,  you  could  not  be  leaving 
with  a  better  class.”This  statement  could 


not  ring  any  more  true.  To  the  members 
of  the  Class  of  double  oh  seven:  you  have 
never  failed  to  put  a  smile  on  my  face. 
Thanks  for  everything  over  the  past  six 
(or  four)  years!  They  have  been  something 
unpredictable,  but  now  in  the  end,  it’s 
right.  I  hope  you  all  had  the  time  of  your 
life.  You  stay  classy,  ‘07! 


Layout 


-Liz 


We’re  seventeen  years  old,  and  our 
lives  are  starting.  It’s  a  new  life.  We  have 
reincarnated,  but  the  tombs  our  old  bodies 
have  been  buried  in  have  all  our  worldly 
possessions,  the  things  we  treasured  most 
-  our  friends  and  teachers,  our  fellow  stu¬ 
dents,  the  school  building.  These  things 
will  still  be  there  when  we  come  back, 
cross  back  over. 

Earlier  today,  I  told  somebody  I 
wasn’t  sentimental.  But  then  I  heard  “You 
Raise  Me  Up”  byjosh  Groban,  the  song  we 
sang  for  our  conductor  (sort  of)  impromptu 
at  the  final  concert,  and  remembered  all  the 
secretive  smiles  we  shared  over  that  song, 
the  harmonies,  Dr.  Graham’s  teary  face,  her 
glowing,  beautiful  face  up  on  stage.. .and  I 
know  I  will  miss  Saturday  morning  rehears¬ 
als,  that  I  will  miss  Handel  &  Haydn,  and 
that  I  will  miss  our  conductor. 

But  really,  I’m  not  nostalgic.  Not 
sentimental.  Not  sad.  Such  depressing 
weights  hang  from  those  words.  Instead,  I 
am  grateful  for  it  happening.  I  am  grateful 
for  the  beauty  with  which  we  parted  at  the 
choir,  and  with  which  we  classmates  will 
part  come  college.  I  knew  it  had  to  come, 
and  it  did.  But  it  was  beautiful.  I  couldn’t 
wish  for  a  more  anything  goodbye.  And  our 
graduation,  our  prom,  our  last  moments, 
will  be  beautiful.  We  will  not  wish  for  a 
more  anything  goodbye. 

And  really,  it’s  not  goodbye.  I’ll 
attend  concerts  in  the  future.  I’ll  catch 
up  with  Dr.  Graham,  tell  her  I’m  in  my 
third  year  of  medical  school.  I’ll  go  back 
to  school  at  alumni  reunions  and  see  kids, 
a  new  generation  of  students.  Some  will 
swagger,  probably  sophomores  who’ve 
been  in  this  school  long  enough  to  walk 
like  that  (but  short  enough  not  to  resemble 
sleep-deprived  zombies).  And  then  there 
will  be  little  sixie  children,  some  also  swag¬ 
gering.  Most,  though,  will  be  scurrying,  as 
they  should  be. 

It’s  not  really  a  goodbye — this  part¬ 
ing.  I  can  come  back,  and  Mr.  Flynn  will 
still  have  carrot  cake  waiting  for  me  on 
his  desk.  I  can  come  back  and  the  school 
building  will  still  be  standing,  and  I  hope 
(with  fingers  crossed)  that  Catapulta  sci¬ 
ence  newsletter  will  be,  too. 


Sure,  we  are  parting.  We’re  each 
walking  through  our  own  doorframes, 
following  our  own  light  at  the  end  of  the 
tunnel.  Some  lights  are  closer  than  others, 
some  lights  millions  of  light-years  apart. 
But  we’re  still  staying  in  the  same  uni¬ 
verse,  and  if  we  want,  can  still  come  back 
to  BLS.  It’ll  be  there  -  the  memories,  the 
real  people  that  we’ve  met  -  will  all  still 
be  here.  It’s  been  an  amazing  six  years  at 
this  school.  It’ll  be  an  amazing  <  #  years 
of  next  phase  >. 

-Kristine 

Editor-in-Chief 

This  all  started  with  Aaron  Sunstein, 
News  Editor  Emeritus.  Three  years  ago,  at 
the  end  of  my  freshman  year,  he  found  me 
sitting  in  a  basement  hallway  after  school 
next  to  a  giant  pile  of  papers,  notebooks, 
and  books — the  contents  of  my  newly  empty 
locker — and  told  me  that  I  should  join  the 
school  paper. 

Aaron  taught  me  that  the  quality  of  a 
news  article  could  be  determined  by  how  it 
sounded  when  read  in  a  British  accent  (I'm 
still  not  sure  if  he  was  kidding  about  that), 
and  helped  me  get  over  my  fear  of  talking 
to  strangers,  unacceptable  for  any  reporter 
in-training — my  first  assignment  was  to 
interview  people  about  the  closings  of  their 
churches.  I’ve  come  a  long  way  since  those 
morning  services  when  I  refused  to  talk 
to  anyone  before  being  introduced  by  my 
fellow  reporter's  (and  now  fellow  editor's) 
mother,  and  even  since  the  first  issue  of  this 
year,  when  I  still  didn't  really  know  how  to 
lay  out  a  page.  Neither  that  issue  nor  any 
of  the  ones  since  would  have  been  possible 
without  help. 

There  is  one  person  who  knows  what 
happens  between  "save  and  close"  on  Fridays 
at  10:00  and  distribution  from  Mr.  Flynn's 
office  several  days  later.  Alex,  thank  you  for 
sharing  those  frantic  weekend  hours.  I  hate 
to  tell  you,  but  you've  gotten  pretty  good  at 
working  mouseless  on  a  12-inch  screen. 

Mr.  Flynn,  thank  you  for  getting  us 
out  of  all  the  trouble  we've  gotten  ourselves 
into,  and  for  letting  me  print  out  that  paper 
for  Comprehensive  Chinese. 

Mom,  Dad,  thanks  for  all  the  rides  to 
and  from  the  other  end  of  the  city,  and  for 
trying  your  best  to  understand  what  exactly 
I've  been  up  to  this  year. 

To  all  the  Argonauts:  remember  that 
time  when  I  asked  Ari  to  clear  out  the  photo 
lab,  and  he  told  you  there  was  a  monkey 
outside,  and  every  last  one  of  you  ran  out 
there  to  see  it?  (I  do.) 

Your  new  Jason  is  Andy  Vo.  I  hope... 
Wait,  what?  He's  an  8th  grader?  Oh,  fine.  In 
that  case,  your  new  Jasons  are  Andrew  Klein 
and  Alex  Zhu.  I  hope  you  find  that  Fleece. 

P.S.  Boys,  don't  fight. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


- -  A&E 

Pirates  3:  Not  Even  Worth  a  Headline 


tics  of  Johnny  Depp,  lingering  close-ups  on 
Orlando  Bloom’s  airbrushed  face  and  unin¬ 
teresting,  unending  pirate-on-pirate  action 
sequences.  There  were  no  characters  to 
care  about,  and  no  genuinely  evil  villains 
to  motivate  the  story.  Each  character  had 
his  foibles  and  eccentricities,  but  there  was 
nothing  that 
made  me  care 
about  anyone. 

There  wasn’t 
even  much 
visible  vio¬ 
lence.  Shots 
cut  away  be¬ 
fore  anything 
really  hap¬ 
pened,  and 
the  rest  was 
simply  blood¬ 
less  stabbing 
and  punching. 

This  is  what 
happens  when 
so  much  mon¬ 


THE  ARR-GO  ISN'T  VERY  FOND  OF  THIS  ONE. 


ey  is  riding  on  one  film.  This  is  why  the 
first  film,  with  smaller  expectations  of  suc¬ 
cess,  was  able  to  take  the  risks  necessary  to 
prove  that  an  amusement  park  ride  can  be 


the  basis  for  an  entertaining  movie. 

The  one  thing  I  have  been  able  to 
count  on,  even  when  there  was  no  plot,  was 
some  well  placed  humor.  Even  if  you  don’t 
care  about  characters,  you  can  still  laugh 
at  them.  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  was  totally 
devoid  of  humor,  and  considering  its  target 
audience  were  seven- 
yearolds,  that  is  quite 
an  achievement.  In 
my  personal  experi¬ 
ence,  I’ve  gotten  kids 
that  age  to  laugh  with 
nly  a  napkin  and  a 
rubber  band.  On  that 
[scale,  the  amount  of 
aughter  a  film  with  a 
1150  million-dollar  bud- 
;et  should  be  enough 
[to  kill  seven-yearold 
ids.  This  is,  again,  a 
ase  in  which  watering 
[own  a  film  to  please 
•veryone,  pleased  no 
one.  To  quote  an 


irate  IMBD  message  board  post,  “wAz 
there  supposed  2  B  ne  jokes  in  pirates-3?” 
I’m  sorry  to  break  this  to  you,  blueangel- 
fire995,  but  there  were — they  just  weren’t 


Suns  Shines 


Most  of  our  knowledge  of  Islamic 
women  in  the  Middle  East  has  been  gleaned 
from  skimpy  paragraphs  in  Eurocentric  text¬ 
books — devoid  of  emo¬ 
tion — and  the  occasional 
class  discussion — lacking 
any  firsthand  knowledge. 

Many  people  wonder  what 
it  is  like  to  be  in  a  society 
that  oppresses  half  of  its 
citizens,  humiliates  them 
and  shames  them  of  their 
own  existence.  A  Thou¬ 
sand  Splendid  Suns  explains 
exactly  that.  Sure,  it’s  fic¬ 
tional,  but  it  still  strikes  a 
chord,  the  extreme  hum¬ 
bling  chord  of  past  en¬ 
deavors  that  anyone  can 
relate  to — not  just  women. 

It’s  strange,  almost,  how  a 
man  can  encapsulate  the 
feelings  commonly  associ¬ 
ated  with  women  so  well  without  a  hint  of 
his  own  masculinity. 

Authenticity  like  this  is  what  makes 


A  Thousand  Splendid  Suns  so  compelling  in 
its  representation  of  these  two  women. 
Many  might  question  the  credibility  of  a 
northern  Californian 
man’s  knowledge  of 
Afghanistan’s  troubles. 
Many  of  those  people 
don’t  know  that  Hos- 
seini  was  actually  bom 
in  Kabul,  Afghanistan 
and  has  seen  all  the 
conflicts  endured  by  his 
parents — so  much  con¬ 
flict  that  his  family  left 
their  ancestral  home¬ 
land  to  take  refuge  in 
the  United  States.  Oth¬ 
ers  might  also  question 
his  insight  into  wom¬ 
en’s  matters,  but  they 
don’t  know  that  back 
in  Kabul,  his  mother 
was  a  teacher — an  es¬ 
pecially  difficult  post  to  hold  in  that 
era.  A  strong,  unwavering  woman  is  always 
a  good  frame  of  reference  to  have  when 


Nude  No  More 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


I  have  bad  news.  Pirates  of  the  Carib¬ 
bean  sucked.  Yeah,  I  was  surprised,  too.  I 
mean,  when  has  an  overinflated  budget 
and  a  watered-down  script  ever  ruined  a 
film?  Oh  wait.  I  saw  this  one  coming  a  long 
way  off.  I  didn’t  even  go  to  see  the  second 
one,  in  the  hope  of  not  going  to  see  the 
third.  But,  when  a  group  of  my  nearest, 
dearest  friends  decided  to  go  see  it,  and 
my  pleas  fell  on  deaf  ears,  I  gave  in. 

It  is  my  honest  belief  that  a  more 
rewarding  experience  would  have  come 
from  burning  the  actual  money  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  flames  briefly  flicker.  Instead,  I 
donated  it  to  the  cinematic  powers  that 
be,  an  unintentional  indication  that  I 
consent  to  their  purveyance  of  schlock  and 
the  refuse  of  what  once  might  have  been 
a  tangible  plot.  That’s  a  mouthful.  Basi¬ 
cally,  I  shouldn’t  have  paid  for  this  movie, 
because  by  paying  for  it,  I  am  agreeing 
with  the  production  of  such  films — which 
has  to  end. 

As  I’ve  previously  stated,  the  plot  of 
the  movie  was  non-existent.  We  fall  back 
and  forth  between  the  wholly  un-funny  an- 


By  Darlene  Jeanty,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  release  of  Khaled  Hosseini’s  A 
Thousand  Splendid  Suns  sent  bibliophiles 
worldwide  into  a  buying  frenzy.  His  first 
novel,  The  Kite  Runner,  could  not  have  made 
a  bigger  splash  in  the  literary  world  or  have 
more  successfully  established  a  reputation 
of  extraordinary  writing,  which  Hosseini 
hopes  to  maintain.  Not  only  does  Hosseini 
devote  his  life  to  writing,  but  he  also  has  a 
very  humanitarian  goal.  With  the  success  of 
his  debut  novel,  Hosseini  became  a  U.S.  en¬ 
voy  to  the  United  Nations  Refugee  Agency 
where  he  planned  to  “use  his  access  to  the 
media  to  give  voice  to  victims  of  humanitar¬ 
ian  crises  and  raise  public  awareness  about 
matters  relating  to  refugees.”  And  he  does  it 
well.  While  The  Kite  Runner  depicted  the  tu¬ 
multuous  life  of  an  Afghan  teenager  during 
the  pre-Revolutionary  Era,  his  new  novel 
continues  to  recount  life  in  Afghanistan 
through  the  eyes  of  two  women  from  the 
turbulent  coup  of  the  Soviet  government  up 
to  the  eventual  takeover  by  the  Taliban. 


By  Olivia  Schwob,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  sought  to 
preserve  the  principle  of  a  system  “of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people” 
seven  score  and  four  years  ago,  chances 
are  that  he  did  not  plan  on  those  prin¬ 
ciples  being  applied  to  T-shirts.  Back 
then,  someone  wearing  a  T-shirt  might 
as  well  have  been  in  their  underwear. 
Nevertheless,  the  online  T-shirt  design 
company  Threadless  (www.threadless. 
com)  has,  since  its  formation,  become  an 
instant  success  based  entirely  upon  that 
concept. 

Jacob  DeHart  and  Jake  Nickell  be¬ 
gan  Threadless  in  2000  with  only  $500 
and  an  idea.  The  two  23-year-olds,  both 
from  Chicago,  met  through  the  online 
design  forum  “Dreamless,”  and  in  2000 
formed  the  parent  company  “skinnyCorp” 
to  serve  as  an  umbrella  organization  for 
all  their  later  endeavors.  The  website 
formally  launched  in  2001,  with  a  starting 
line  of  six  designs  submitted  by  “Dream¬ 
less”  participants  through  a  competition 


on  the  site.  These  T-shirts  were  sold  on 
the  site,  and  independent  designs  were 
accepted  not  long  after. 

Since  its  founding,  the  site’s  user 
base  has  increased  to  over  100,000  people 
and  sells  an  average  of  50,000  shirts  a 
month — for  an  independently  launched 
company,  this  is  incredible.  Even  more 
striking  is  that  its  name  has  now  spread 
outside  of  the  United  States.  Threadless’ 
influence  can  even  be  seen  here  in  school, 
where  a  number  of  students  follow  the 
site  and  own  several  T-shirts  themselves. 
Those  spotted  in  the  hallways  so  far  in¬ 
clude  the  “99  Luftballons”  shirt,  named 
after  a  German  song  that  became  its  own 
Internet  phenomenon.  The  shirt,  as  you 
can  probably  imagine,  has  99  red  balloons 
on  it.  Shirts  alluding  to  popular  culture 
or  making  a  play  on  words  are  common 
in  the  Threadless  catalogue,  along  with 
some  more  ambiguous,  artistic  designs. 
One  such  design,  also  seen  here  at  Boston 
Latin,  is  the  “Sun  Lion”  shirt,  featuring 
a  somewhat  medusa-like  lion  in  a  dis¬ 
tressed-looking  brown,  yellow  and  blue 
color  scheme.  The  designs  to  be  found  at 


Threadless  are,  to  say  the  least,  diverse, 
and  those  users  reviewing  the  designs  have 
similarly  diverse,  and  often  controversial, 
opinions. 

Like  Lincoln’s  government,  Thread¬ 
less  is  essentially  a  democracy.  Users  elect 
their  favorites  using  a  5-point  rating  sys¬ 
tem,  with  a  dollar  sign  appended  if  they 
think  that  they  would  buy  the  shirt,  and 
each  design  has  seven  days  to  be  scored. 
At  the  end  of  the  week,  the  two  top-scor 
ing  designs  are  printed  in  the  catalogue. 
Anyone  who  is  a  part  of  Threadless  can 
score  designs,  even  if  they  have  never 
submitted  a  design  themselves  (though 
the  comment  submission  box  does  remind 
the  user  to  “be  nice”).  The  winners  of  the 
weekly  competition  receive  $400  in  cash 
as  well  as  a  $100  gift  certificate.  Their  ef¬ 
forts  produce  a  continuous  line  of  original 
designs  that  appear  for  a  limited  amount 
of  time,  but  can  be  reprinted  if  called  for 
by  the  users. 

The  demographic  of  Threadless 
designers  and  customers  is  roughly  the 
same,  but  this  does  not  prevent  discrep¬ 
ancies  between  tastes.  In  response  to 


funny. 

I  am  really  determined  to  convince 
any  of  you  who  have  not  yet  seen  this 
movie  to  keep  doing  what  you’re  doing.  So 
I  have  come  up  with  a  comprehensive  list 
of  other  things  that  you  might  find  more 
enjoyable  and  entertaining: 

1)  Go  see  a  real  movie  (pronounced 
“in-de  pen  dent  ‘film”)  at  the  Brattle. 

2)  Dress  your  dog  up  as  a  pirate  and 
make  your  own  movie. 

3)  Watch  plants  grow. 

4)  Take  an  Ambien  (legally,  please) 
and  have  a  much  more  enjoyable  dream 
about  pirates. 

The  fact  is  that  this  movie  stank.  It 
wasn’t  bad  in  the  sense  that  a  B-movie  is 
bad — where  the  camp  and  low  budget  add 
another  dimension  to  the  fun.  This  was 
too  polished  and  too  calculated  for  any  real 
fun  to  be  had.  Your  lip-service  to  this  series 
is  undeserved,  and  it’s  time  to  say  good-bye 
to  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean.  My  final  descrip¬ 
tion  of  this  film  is  interactive.  Put  down 
this  fine  periodical,  stick  out  your  tongue 
and  grab  it  between  your  thumb  and  fore 
finger.  Now  say  “Pirate’s  Ship.”  Sound  like 
anything?  Yeah,  that’s  Pirates  of  the  Carib¬ 
bean  3  right  there.  You  said  it. 


you  need  to  depict  exactly  the  opposite:  a 
submissive  one. 

Aside  from  the  realistic  representa¬ 
tion,  A  Thousand  Splendid  Suns  is  full  of 
wonderful  graphic  metaphors,  persuasive 
dialogue  and  exotic  allusions  to  Arabic 
mythology  and  the  Koran.  It’s  a  beautiful 
read  if  you  can  keep  up  with  the  unfamiliar 
references  and  the  occasional  long-winded 
paragraph  about  the  mystical  scenery,  but 
these  details  become  minor  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  overall  moving  emotional 
impact  of  the  novel. 

Personally,  I  have  never  been  aware 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  effect  that  Hosse¬ 
ini’s  writing  had.  Having  read  A  Thousand 
Splendid  Suns,  however,  I  can  clearly  see 
why  these  endearing  characters  and  their 
very  unfortunate  lot  in  life  have  touched 
the  world.  Though  I  can  say  that  I  was 
thoroughly  depressed  by  the  end  of  the 
novel,  I  still  had  a  glimmer  of  hope.  It’s  a 
bittersweet  novel,  in  which  you  know  that 
if  things  had  not  gone  so  tragically  wrong, 
then  the  hope  you  feel  in  the  end  would 
not  have  existed. 


their  difference  and  to  the  company’s 
growing  success,  skinnyCorp  has  recently 
launched  several  other  clothing-design- 
related  sub-companies.  These  include 
OMG  Clothing,  which  caters  slogan  T”s 
that  are  designed  and  rated  by  Threadless 
members,  and  Naked  and  Angry,  which 
accepts  submissions  of  fabric  patterns 
that  are  scored  by  the  same  Threadless 
scale.  The  winners  of  this  competition 
have  their  original  patterns  manufac¬ 
tured  on  higherquality  materials,  which 
hopefully  will  someday  include  neckties, 
wallpapers,  pillows,  socks,  etc.  Another 
sub-company  of  skinnyCorp,  completely 
unrelated  to  clothing,  is  15  Megs  of  Fame, 
an  original  music  distribution  site  that 
allows  musicians  to  promote  their  own 
work  and  interact  with  other  amateurs 
and  contemporaries.  If  nothing  more  than 
another  cool  site,  15  Megs  of  Fame  proves 
the  dedication  of  DeHart  and  Nickell  to 
their  principles:  “for  the  people,  by  the 
people.” 

Nude  No  More 
Continued  on  page  35 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Page  33 


A&E 


Not  Crepe 


By  Silvana  Vivas  and  Wendy 

POPAKOSTANDINI,  III 

Staff  Writf.rs 


Eats  &  Treats  Creperie  in  Allston 
offers  an  inexpensive  and  delicious  experi¬ 
ence  in  an  attractive  setting.  Be  prepared 
to  have  the  best  crepe  of  your  life! 

Eats  &  Treats  Creperie  is  an  enjoy¬ 
able  place  to  sit,  unwind  and  chit-chat. 
The  menu  is  most  impressive,  offering 
a  variety  of  French  pancake-covered 
delights  (68  different  styles,  to  be  exact). 
The  crepes  are  all  made  on  the  spot  and  in 
front  of  your  eyes.  Each  perfectly  cooked 
crepe  we  tried  had  a  taste  to  kill  for.  Some 
favorites  we  sampled  in  a  recent  visit  are 
the  Nutella  Sweet  Crepe,  which  is  filled 
with  mouth-watering  hazelnut  chocolate, 


and  the  Chicken  Caesar  Crepe,  an  ap¬ 
petizer  made  up  of  all  the  ingredients  of 
a  chicken  Caesar  salad  served  warm  with 
cheese. 

Surprisingly,  the  prices  are  very  rea¬ 
sonable:  the  most  expensive  item  on  the 
menu  is  the  Red  Caviar  Crepe  at  $9.66. 
The  majority  of  the  crepes  are  priced 
well  below  $6,  which  is  quite  reasonable 
considering  just  how  delicious  the  crepes 
are. 

The  environment  mirrors  the  atti¬ 
tudes  of  people  inside:  friendly,  approach¬ 
able  and  welcoming.  It  has  a  very  homey 
atmosphere  complete  with  warm  red  walls 
and  tall  black  chairs  that  give  the  restau¬ 
rant  a  hip,  modern  feel.  Unfortunately, 
the  restaurant  is  a  little  too  cozy  as  there 
are  not  enough  tables  available  for  the 


high  number  of  customers  they  receive. 
Luckily  for  those  seeking  seating,  many 
customers  get  their  crepes  to  go  and  are 
also  given  the  option  of  delivery.  Conve¬ 
niently  located  on  Brighton  Ave.  (where 
Beantown  Dogs  used  to  be),  it  is  open 
from  11:00  a.m.  to  midnight,  so  one  can 
stop  by  whenever  one  has  a  craving  for 
something  great  to  eat. 

Eats  &  Treats  Creperie  provides  not 
only  a  variegated  bill  of  fare,  varying  from 
chicken,  seafood,  roast  beef,  ham,  turkey, 
veggie  and  sweet  crepes,  but  also  presents 
you  with  the  option  of  making  your  own 
crepe.  This  is  perfect  for  all  you  picky 
eaters  out  there!  Toppings  can  be  added 
for  a  few  extra  cents,  and  the  restaurant 
also  has  tasty  smoothies  available  to  ac¬ 
company  its  dishes.  It  is  by  no  means  a 


self-service  fast  food  joint  as  the  waitstaff 
will  bring  your  food  right  to  your  table  if 
you  want.  The  meal  is  served  nicely  on  a 
white  square  plate  and  is  cleared  for  you 
when  you  are  done.  You  will  not  find  any 
cheap  utensils  or  platters  here;  everything 
is  of  restaurant  quality. 

Don’t  be  fooled  by  its  minimal  floor 
space.  Eats  &  Treats  Creperie  is  not  just 
another  creperie;  it  is  an  unique  restaurant 
for  everyone.  The  Brazilian  owners  bring 
their  own  culinary  style  into  an  uncom¬ 
mon  type  of  cooking  around  the  area. 
The  wide  array  of  options  ensures  that  all 
people,  young  and  old,  adventurous  and 
food-shy,  bon  vivants  and  those  utterly 
devoid  of  taste  buds,  will  find  something 
to  their  liking. 


By  Mark  O'Donnell,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


May  25th  marked  the  30th  anniver 
sary  of  the  premiere  of  the  original  Star 
Wars,  and  now  that  the  saga  is  complete, 
Jedi  all  over  the  Outer  Rim  planet  of  Earth 
will  have  to  look  for  other  ways  to  expand 
their  universe. 

Although  George  Lucas  has  already 
said  that  he  will  not  make  episodes  VII, 
VIII  and  IX,  he  has  decided  to  move  to  a 
new  medium:  the  low-tech  2-D  television. 
This  device  can  still  be  found  on  certain 
backwater  planets — including  Earth. 
Lucas  has  announced  the  production  of 
two  new  television  series.  The  first  will 
be  a  CG  animated  series  about  the  events 
during  the  Clone  Wars,  and — a  stroke  of 
creative  genius — it  will  be  called  Star  Wars: 
Clone  Wars.  An  awesome  trailer  is  now  out 
for  the  series  on  starwars.com.  The  show 
will  be  a  continuation  of  the  hit  Cartoon 
Network  series  of  the  same  name  and  is 
slated  to  debut  in  fall  of  next  year. 

The  second  show  will  be  a  live  ac¬ 
tion  series  about  some  of  the  minor  he¬ 
roes  of  the  Star  Wars  saga.  Some  possible 


Two  Wars  You  Can  Support 


characters  for  the  show  include  a  young 
Boba  Fett,  played  by 
Daniel  Logan,  and  the 
old  Jedi  master  Quin¬ 
lan  Vos.  Star  Wars  pro¬ 
ducer  Rick  McCallum 
stated  in  an  interview: 

“If  we  can  get  it  right, 
we  have  some  fantastic 
characters  that  nobody 
has  ever  met  before 
and  [can]  start  a  whole 
other  world  of  Star  Wars 
that  comes  out  every 
week  instead  of  every 
three  years.”  This  show 
will  debut  sometime  in 
2009.  The  original  idea 
for  the  series  was  100 
one  hour  episodes,  but 
McCallum  also  stated  in 
the  same  interview  that, 

“The  dream  is  to  do  way 
over  one  hundred  hours 
of  it.” 

As  though  the 
shows  themselves  were  STAR  WARS  MARCHES  ON.  IMPERIALLY. 


possibilities  for  spin-offs  are  endless, 
such  as  the  idea  of 
continuing  the  Star 
Wars:  Republic  Com¬ 
mando  story  or  the 
hit  Battlefront  series. 
Additionally,  the  live 
action  series  may 
spawn  even  more 
games,  comics  and 
books  based  on  the 
new  characters. 

Even  though 
he  has  decided  not 
to  make  any  more 
movies,  he  hasn’t 
stopped  tweaking 
Episodes  I -VI,  as 
we’ve  seen  with  the 
1997  Special  Edi¬ 
tion,  the  2004  DVD 
release  and  the  orig¬ 
inal  release  version 
(due  out  next  is  the 
Emperor’s-Black- 
Bonesl-SpeciaTEdi- 
tion  box  set,  covered 


is  currently  in  the  process  of  converting 
all  six  into  3-D  versions,  complete  with 
glasses.  The  experience  will  be  better  than 
a  night  on  Endor  with  a  bottle  of  Corellian 
ale  and  some  spice. 

LucasArts  is  also  currently  working 
on  some  new  video  games.  One  of  the 
most  visually  stunning  is  Star  Wars:  The 
Force  Unleashed.  This  game  will  follow  the 
story  of  some  of  the  Jedi  Knights  that 
survived  Order  66  as  they  fight  for  survival 
against  the  evil  Empire  and  Darth  Vader’s 
new  Sith  apprentice.  The  game  will  take 
advantage  of  next-gen  consoles,  using  the 
most  advanced  graphics  and  drivers. 

Even  if  you’re  not  the  biggest  Star 
Wars  fan,  George  Lucas  is  working  on  a 
project  with  “a  guy  in  a  hat  [with]  a  whip.” 
The  fourth  chronicle  of  the  Indiana  Jones 
series  is  currently  in  production.  This 
addition  to  the  series  will  also  feature 
Harrison  Ford  as  Indy  and  Sean  Connery 
as  his  father. 

Whether  you’re  a  Wookiee  warrior, 
Rodian  bounty  hunter  or  a  Twi’lek  dancer, 
you’re  bound  to  enjoy  these  upcoming 
projects  from  Skywalker  Ranch. 


not  enough,  LucasArts  says  that  the  in  genuine  Wookiee  fur).  George  Lucas 


A  Talent  for  Saving  Lives 


By  Diana  Kelly,  I 

Staff  Writer 


On  Tuesday,  May  22,  2007,  Am¬ 
nesty  International  hosted  its  first  Benefit 
Talent  Show  to  raise  funds  and,  most 
importantly, 
awareness  for 
the  victims  of 
genocide  in 
Darfur.  The 
Master  of 
Ceremonies 
was  none  oth¬ 
er  than  Joey 
McIntyre, 
who  serenad¬ 
ed  audience 
members  with 
a  taste  of  his 
own  talent, 
singing  “Stay 
the  Same.” 

A  m  - 
nesty’s  talent 
show  offered  a  place  for  the  very  diverse 
and  eclectic  student  body  to  showcase  tal¬ 
ents  that  would  usually  not  be  given  an  au¬ 
dience,  while  still  continuing  to  maintain 
the  sobriety  necessary  to  show  respect  for 
those  in  the  Sudanese  region  of  Darfur 
who  are  unable  to  enjoy  such  luxuries. 
The  performances  began  with  two  fresh¬ 
man  Irish  step  dancers  who  gracefully  and 
energetically  wowed  the  audience,  and 


were  later  joined  by  Dan  Attridge  (I)  on 
guitar  and  Patricia  Staunton  (II)  on  fiddle. 
Later  acts  included  hip-hop  dancing  by 
five  incredible  and  talented  freshmen: 
singing  soloist,  Cole  Hermida  (VI),  who 
gave  Carrie  Underwood  a  run  for  her 


money  with  “Jesus  Take  the  Wheel,”  and 
juggler  Paul  Kreiner  (III)  who  had  the 
audience  going  cross-eyed  trying  to  follow 
the  many  intricate  stunts  he  did  with  both 
juggling  balls  and  pins.  Eric  Nelson  (I), 
accompanied  by  Dan  Attridge  on  guitar, 
sang  Bob  Dylan’s  “Blowing  in  the  Wind,” 
and  let  the  audience  know  how  much  he 
loved  them. 

Had  it  not  been  for  Officer  Manny’s 


excellent  guard,  there  may  have  been  a 
duel  whenjoey  McIntyre  introduced  com¬ 
petitor  boy  band,  the  Backstreet  Boys — or 
rather  their  almost  identical  lookralikes, 
Bryan  Strickland  (I),  Matt  Manning  (I), 
Ted  Barry  (I),  Connor  Duggan  (I)  and 


Robbie  Walton  (II),  who  sang  and  danced 
to  a  medley  of  Backstreet  Boy  hits.  The 
group  even  had  a  very  devoted  mini-mob 
of  groupies  who  swung  T-shirts  and  held 
signs  against  the  stage. 

One  Down  and  Two  for  Flinching, 
a  band  comprised  of  seniors  Miles  Staf¬ 
ford,  Gio  Coviello  and  Robert  Ramirez, 
performed  a  composition  of  their  own, 
and  amazingly  figured  out  a  way  to  make 


Kelly  Clarkson’s  hit  “Since  You’ve  Been 
Gone”  work  for  their  style  and  had  many 
female  audience  members  singing  along, 
as  well  as  a  few  male  students  who  secretly 
sang  it  under  their  breath.  Always  a  crowd 
favorite,  the  Step  Squad  gave  yet  another 
incredible  per 
formance  and 
had  McIntyre 
backstage 
making  a  fool 
out  of  him¬ 
self  trying  to 
replicate  their 
moves — but 
Dancing  with 
the  Stars  didn’t 
give  him  the 
artistic  know- 
show  to  per- 
«  form  nearly  as 
|well  as  BLS’s 
Sown  cadre  of 
2  steppers.  One 
of  the  last  per 
formances  was  an  Irish  medley,  “Mo  Ghile 
Mear,”  performed  by  Brendan  Powers 
(I),  Daniel  Attridge  (I)  and  several  other 
talented  musicians,  who  were  playfully 
named  “The  Pillars  of  Dublin”  by  M.C. 
McIntyre. 

Two  videos  were  also  shown  with 


A  Talent  for  Saving  Lives 
Continued  on  page  3$ 
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BACKSTREETS  BACK,  ALRIGHT. 


NOT  ONLY  ARE  THEY  DREAMY,  THESE  HUNKS  DANCE  FOR  A  GOOD  CAUSE. 
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'Infatuated'  with  Maroon  5 
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By  Denise  Nguyen,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Just  in  time  for  the  hot  weather, 
Maroon  5  is  back  again  with  their  siz¬ 
zling  sophomore  CD.  The  title,  It  Won't 
Be  Soon  Before  Long ,  is  well  suited  for  the 
long  wait  of  the  album’s  release  by  avid 
Maroon  5  fans  worldwide.  This  is  only 
their  second  C,D,  but  Maroon  5  is  already 
a  two-time  Grammy  Award  winning  rock 
band — one  for  Best  New  Artist,  in  2005 
and  another  for  the  song  “This  Love”  in 
2006.  But  the  band  has  not  always  been 
this  successful.  While  still  in  high  school, 
the  band — under  their  original  name  of 
Kara’s  Flowers — released  their  debut  CD, 
The  Fourth  World.  After  this  album  proved 
to  be  a  commercial  failure,  they  changed 
their  name  to  Maroon  5.  The  band  has 
since  signed  with  A&M/Octone  Records, 
an  independent  record  label  partnered 
with  Universal  Music  Group. 

Ever  since  their  debut,  Maroon  5’s 
music  has  escaped  obvious  classification. 
Their  music  presents  a  combination  of 
soul,  rock,  gospel,  pop,  funk  and  jazz. 
This  is  perhaps  what  makes  Maroon  5  so 
appealing  (besides  their  lead  singer  Adam 
Levine,  of  course).  They  stand  out  among 
all  the  mass-produced  pop  that  is  released 
and  remind  us  what  good  music  sounds 


By  Talia  Clark,  I 
&  Geri  Medina,  I 


Copy  Editing  Associate  &  Staff  Writer 


The  German  spy  film,  The  Lives 
of  Others  ( Das  Leben  der  Anderen),  has 
received  worldwide  acclaim  for  the  past 
several  months,  with  tickets  still  hard  to 
come  by  and  an  Academy  Award  for  best 
foreign  language  film  to  top  it  all  off.  The 
film  opens  with  a  secret  police  officer 
giving  a  cunning  tutorial  on  interrogation 
tactics  in  an  East  German  university.  The 
first  scene  accordingly  sets  the  tone  for 
a  story  centered  on  deceit,  suspense  and 
moral  ambiguity. 

The  Lives  of  Others  follows  Opera¬ 
tion  Lazio,  the  surveillance  of  Georg  Dry- 
man  (Sebastian  Koch),  a  playwright  who, 
until  after  the  initiation  of  the  operation 
in  1984,  was  both  politically  neutral  and 
considered  “clean”  by  the  government. 


By  Danielle  Cromartie,  IV 

Contributing  Writer 


There  is  now  an  exhibit  on  display 
called  War  and  Discontent  at  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts.  This  exhibit,  on  display  until 
August  5,  inhabits  the  Foster  Gallery.  It 
features  many  masterpieces  of  modern 
art  as  well  as  artwork  from  earlier  peri¬ 
ods  which  were  influenced  by  political 
events. 

The  gallery  itself  is  separated  into 
three  main  areas.  The  first  area  contains 
artwork  from  the  17th  century,  as  well 
as  a  few  examples  of  modern  abstract 
art.  There  is  a  model  of  a  United  States 
naval  vessel  as  well  as  the  plans  to  build 
a  more  efficient  version.  This  part  of  the 
exhibit  contains  the  most  disturbing 
pieces.  The  images  portrayed  are  those  of 
the  severed  heads  of  children,  grave  sites 
and  swastikas  made  of  fingers,  as  well  as 
scenes  of  torture. 

Also  in  this  section  are  the  famous 
works  of  Edouard  Manet  and  Francisco 
Goya.  Manet’s  unfinished  “Execution 
of  Emperor  Maximilian”  (1867),  though 
convoluted,  shows  just  what  the  title 


like.  While  their  debut  CD  as  Maroon  5, 
Songs  About  fane,  was  phenomenal  and  raw, 
It  Won’t  Be  Soon  Before  Long  is  somewhat 
more  “chic.”  The  lyrics  booklet  cover  is 
presented  in  a  totally  different  manner 
than  that  of  the  one  for  Songs  About  fane . 
While  the  booklet  for  Songs  About  fane  is 
a  simple  fold  out  with  black  and  white 
lyrics.  It  Won’t  Be  Soon  Before  Long’s  is  filled 
with  color  and  pictures.  The  new  album’s 
cover  features  the  band  members  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  drawing  on  the  first  album. 
Although  the  pictures  of  the  five  band 
members  (Adam  Levine,  Vocals  &  Guitar; 
Jesse  Carmichael,  Keyboards  &  Guitars; 
Mickey  Madden,  Bass;  James  Valentine, 
Guitar;  and  Matt  Flynn,  Drums)  are 
presented  in  a  very  intriguing  manner, 
the  lyrics  are  presented  very  poorly.  They 
are  smushed  together  into  four  pages, 
making  for  hard  reading.  Adam  Levine 
is  front  and  center  on  the  cover,  which 
shows  his  growing  maturity  as  an  artist. 
When  Maroon  5  first  began  performing 
in  public  in  2001,  Levine  was  notorious 
for  singing  with  his  back  turned  away 
from  the  audience.  Shedding  his  shyness, 
he  now  likes  to  face  his  audience  and  the 
media — especially,  when  he  was  report¬ 
edly  dating  Jessica  Simpson. 

Another  change  in  the  album  is  that 
the  band  has  replaced  their  original  drum¬ 


mer,  Ryan  Dusick,  with  Gavin  Degraw’s 
ex-drummer,  Matt  Flynn.  Ryan  dropped 
out  of  the  band  after  falling  ill  as  result 
of  the  band’s  constant  touring.  Even  with 
the  lineup  change,  the  band  maintained 
its  unique  blending  of  different  elements 
of  music.  The  new  CD  attests  to  this.  It 
starts  off  with  a  funky  rock  song,  “If  I 
Never  See  Your  Face  Again,”  which  un¬ 
fortunately  isn’t  nearly  as  good  as  their 
debut  CD’s  opening  song,  “Harder  to 
Breath.”  They  make  up  for  the  disappoint¬ 
ing  opening,  however,  with  their  second 
song,  “Makes  Ale  Wonder,”  which  is  the 
first  single  from  the  new  album. 

Throughout  the  album,  one  can 
hear  influences  from  other  bands.  Take, 
for  example,  the  song  “Goodnight  Good¬ 
night,”  which  begins  with  a  guitar  riff 
that  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  one 
in  Three  Doors  Down’s  “Kryptonite.” 
The  song  “Better  that  We  Break”  sounds 
similar  to  the  style  of  the  Fray  or  Five  for 
Fighting  due  to  its  piano  accompaniment. 
The  song  “Little  of  Your  Time”  sounds 
like  something  that  would  be  recorded  by 
New  Radicals  or  Outkast  because  of  its 
hip-hop  roots.  Part  of  the  song  “Nothing 
Lasts  Forever”  is  sampled  from  Kanye 
West’s  “Heard’  Em  Say,”  in  which  Adam 
Levine  was  featured.  Though,  it  may  seem 
pointless  to  recycle  an  old  song,  the  lyr¬ 


Stasi  Party  Time 


It  is  not  until  the  suicide  of  his  friend, 
a  blacklisted  director  driven  to  choose 
death  over  the  prospect  of  living  his  life 
unable  to  pursue  his  passion,  that  the 
neutrality  begins  to  fade.  Captain  Gerd 
Weisler  (Ulrich  Muhi)  listens  to  Dryman’s 
domestic  life  through  an  extensive  ar 
rangement  of  bugs,  while  the  playwright 
and  his  friends  plan  and  write  an  editorial 
on  the  suicide  rates  in  their  beloved  GDR 
(German  Democratic  Republic)  to  be 
published  in  West  Germany.  As  the  events 
unwind,  Weisler’s  loyalty  and  instincts  are 
tested,  and  the  audience  joys  in  seeing 
his  sense  of  morality  develop  beyond  his 
sense  of  duty. 

What  made  this  movie  was  not 
the  plot  or  even  the  historical  backdrop 
of  the  Cold  War.  The  key  to  The  Lives 
of  Others,  rather,  was  its  supporting 
characters,  Weisler  and  Christa-Maria 
Sieland  (Martina  Gedeck),  Dryman’s 


actress-girlfriend  with  a  blurred  sense  of 
obligation.  During  Weisler’s  surveillance 
the  sympathy  that  the  spy  oddly  develops 
for  both  Dreyman  and  his  girlfriend  leads 
to  his  role  as  perhaps  the  most  interesting 
of  the  characters.  As  he  slowly  abandons 
his  loyalty  to  the  Stasi,  eventually  risking 
his  job,  each  decision  he  makes  leaves 
the  audience  on  the  edge  of  their  seats. 
Sieland’s  affair  with  a  high-ranking  gov¬ 
ernment  official  leads  viewers  to  question 
their  own  sense  of  right  and  wrong  and, 
like  any  good  movie,  stop  to  think  what 
their  actions  would  be  if  placed  in  the 
same  situation. 

What  we  found  most  refreshing 
about  the  film  was  that  it  is  not  as  overtly 
political  as  might  be  expected.  Instead,  it 
is  poetic  and  personal,  digging  deeper  into 
human  emotions  and  ethics  than  into  the 
politics  of  the  Stasi  (the  secret  police  of 
East  Germany).  The  examination  of  the 


Art  of  War 


describes  as  well  as  the  bloodthirsty 
spectators.  Goya’s  etchings,  however,  are 
quite  different;  titled  “Disasters  of  War” 
(1810-20),  they  are  a  collection  of  tragic 
images  from  the  Peninsula  War.  Mangled 
and  dismembered  bodies,  starving  people 
and  an  area  of 
ground  cov¬ 
ered  in  dead 
bodies  are 
aptly  titled 
“And  There  is 
Nothing  to  be 
Done,”  “Bury 
them  and 
Keep  Quiet” 
and  “What 
More  Can  Be 
Done.”  While 
powerful,  this 
first  part  of 
the  exhibit  was  depressing  to  look  at 
and  not  for  the  squeamish,  so  it  was  a 
relief  to  enter  the  second  part,  which 
focused  more  on  abstract  imagery  than 
the  graphically  brutal. 

In  the  center  of  the  Foster  Gallery 
is  “Black  Gold,”  a  huge  painting  covered 


in  a  multitude  of  colored  pieces  of  coins 
and  laid  out  on  a  background  of  black 
paint  blots.  This  section  focuses  on 
contemporary  art,  most  notably  Andy 
Warhol’s  “Statute  of  Liberty”  There  is 
an  unnamed  piece  composed  of  stacked 

bricks,  as  well 
as  a  depiction 
of  a  wartorn 
cityscape.  In 
this  collec¬ 
tion  resides 
the  renowned 
painting 
“Rape  of  the 
Sabine  Wom¬ 
en”  by  Pablo 
Picasso.  Al¬ 
though  this  is 
more  contem¬ 
porary  and  a 
welcome  relief  from  the  first  area  of  the 
gallery,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  pieces 
are  generally  uninteresting  and  contain 
art  that  is  too  abstract  to  show  any  kind 
of  opinion  about  war. 

In  the  last  and  final  area  is  a  film  by 
Suara  Welitoff  called  Airplanes,  depicting 
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ics  sound  better  without  the  inclusion  of 
Kanye ’s  vocals. 

The  odd  song  out  is  clearly  “Kiwi.” 
The  song,  just  like  its  title,  is  cheesy,  with 
lyrics  such  as  “Sweet  Kiwi  /  Your  juices 
dripping  down  my  chin”  and  “You’re  such 
a  flirt  [...]  but  it’s  so  strange,  it’s  something 
new  /  Amazing  feelings  that  1  have  for 
you.”  Nevertheless,  the  band  manages  to 
make  up  for  the  chcesiness  with  a  killer 
minute-long  guitar  riff  at  the  end. 

The  lyrics  will  cause  listeners  from 
all  over  the  world  to  swoon,  wishing  that 
Adam  Levine  would  just  show  up  at  their 
door  and  serenade  them.  While  only  a 
lucky  few  can  actually  count  on  such  an 
encounter,  fortunately  the  melodic  and 
smooth  lyrics  of  the  new  album  offer  the 
listener  the  second  best  thing  to  a  per 
sonal  Levine  concert.  Some  of  the  pleasing 
lyrics  include:  “The  city  looks  so  nice  from 
here  /  Pity  I  can’t  see  it  clearly  /  While 
you’re  standing  there,  it  disappears”  and 
“I  just  need  a  little  of  your  time  /  To  say 
the  words  I  never  said.”  So  do  yourselves 
a  favor  and  pick  up  the  CD  (preferably  at 
Best  Buy,  which  offers  two  bonus  tracks: 
“Miss  You  Love  You”  and  “Losing  Aly 
Mind”),  filled  with  forty  minutes  and 
thirty  seconds  of  pleasure.  If  you  buy  it, 
it  won’t  be  soon  before  you’re  sick  of  the 
album’s  mesmerizing  sound. 


inner  turmoil  of  artists  and  introverts  is 
only  enhanced  by  the  obvious  tension  of 
the  days  of  domestic  spying  and  politi¬ 
cal  issues.  For  a  spy  film,  it  is  quiet,  but 
suspenseful  and  engaging  without  the  ex¬ 
plosive  action  usually  packed  into  dramas 
of  today.  What  it  lacks  in  thrill  it  makes 
up  for  in  thought-provoking  dialogue  and 
the  anxious  silent  typing  of  both  author 
and  spy. 

There  is  not  a  character  out  of 
place,  a  scene  not  quite  right  or  a  lesson 
too  harshly  forced  in  this  deserving  film. 
The  terse  nature  of  the  dialogue  is  just 
right,  the  relationship  between  Dryman 
and  Sieland  honest,  poignant  and  real  and 
the  play  within  the  movie  is  thought-pro¬ 
voking.  Even  those  who  suffer  from  fear 
of  subtitles  and  strive  to  avoid  political 
or  independent  films  can  find  satisfaction 
in  the  suspense  and  sexuality  of  The  Lives 
of  Others. 


massive  World  War  II  planes  dropping 
paratroopers  on  an  unsuspecting  coun¬ 
tryside.  This  film  made  me  think  of  the 
tragedies  of  WWII  and  allowed  me  to 
empathize  with  the  innocent  civilians 
watching  these  attacks  take  place  around 
them. 

After  viewing  the  entire  gallery, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  not  draw  any 
comparisons  between  the  three  separated 
areas.  The  earlier  art  is  more  haunting 
and  the  views  of  the  artists  are  more 
clearly  expressed  through  their  work. 
It  becomes  clear  that  they  were  upset 
by  their  country’s  wars  and  the  political 
aspects  surrounding  them.  In  the  more 
modem  art,  however,  this  feeling  does  not 
seem  to  come  across  as  clearly.  The  art, 
even  though  it  was  abstract  and  pleasing 
to  look  at,  made  it  seem  as  if  the  artists 
were  not  as  concerned  with  war  as  the 
artists  of  the  earlier  periods  were. 

All  in  all,  the  exhibit  was  enlighten¬ 
ing.  It  was  a  good  experience  to  see  how 
politics  and  war  engendered  such  similar 
emotions  across  a  broad  range  of  styles. 
1  would  highly  recommend  going  to  see 
this  exhibit  before  it  closes. 
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A  Smashing  Good  Time 


By  Andy  Vo,  V 

Editoriai.  Board  Associate 


As  I  read  Rant,  Chuck  Palahniuk’s 
latest  novel,  I  already  had  fostered  in  my 
mind  just  how  my  review  would  bash  it. 
I  didn’t  get  into  the  book  until  about 
two  thirds  of  it  was  gone — and  then 
everything  leading  up  until  then  started 
to  make  sense.  The  book  is  titled  Rant: 
An  Oral  Biography  of  Rant  Casey,  “an  oral 
biography”  meaning  that  Buster  “Rant” 
Casey’s  life  was  told  through  excerpts  of 
different  people  talking.  As  the  inside 
cover  says,  “What  ‘Typhoid  Mary*  Mal- 
lon  was  to  typhoid,  what  Gaetan  Dugas 
was  to  AIDS,  and  Liu  Jianlun  was  to 
SARS,  Buster  Casey  would  become  for 
rabies.”  Infecting  himself  with  rabies  as 
a  boy,  he  would  spread  it  to  the  point  of 
an  epidemic. 

Rant  Casey’s  world  is  split  between 
two  groups  of  people:  Daytimers  and 
Nighttimers.  Daytimers  are  the  law-abid¬ 
ing  citizens  who  spend  their  lives  in  the 
day  until  the  curfew  sirens  ring.  Then,  the 
world  belongs  to  the  Nighttimers,  who 
even  have  their  own  schools  and  stores. 
Eventually,  the  Daytimers  try  to  use  the 
rabies  epidemic  to  their  advantage  to  wipe 
out  the  Nighttimers. 

As  typical  of  Palahniuk’s  books,  the 
most  famous  of  which  would  have  to  be 
Nude  No  More 
Continued  from  page  32  

The  expansion  of  Threadless  has 
been  incredible  and  encompasses  all 
fields,  from  the  themes  of  designs  submit- 
ted  to  the  material  they  are  printed  on. 
In  addition  to  its  completely  free-form 
submission  process,  Threadless  has  an 
everchanging  group  of  competitions 
entitled  “Hearts  Threadless.”  These 
competitions,  usually  sponsored  by  mu¬ 
sicians,  movies,  video  games  or  other 
websites  hoping  to  promote  their  work, 
have  only  one  winner,  who  receives  a 


the  since-cinematized  Fight  Club,  there  is 
a  secret  organization  or  at  least  a  group  of 
people  rebelling  against  something  or  just 
breaking  the  law  as  part  of  some  scheme. 
In  Fight  Club,  they  were  rebelling  against 
materialism,  the  world  and  order.  In  Invis¬ 
ible  Monsters,  they  were  getting  drugs.  In 
Rant,  they  are  “Party  Crashers,”  people 
who  constantly  crash  into  others’  cars  for 
an  adrenaline  rush  like  no  other. 

This  is  all  explained  in  about  200 
pages.  The  biggest  twist  comes  in  the 
next  hundred  pages,  in  which  the  Night- 
timers  discover  a  method  to  manipulate 
time.  Palahniuk  goes  on  to  describe  this  in 
depth,  something  far  more  enjoyable  than 
his  detailing  of  the  party  crashing  aspect 
(though  this  was  much  easier  to  com¬ 
prehend).  He  explains  the  “Grandfather 
Paradox,”  whereby  one  goes  back  in  time 
and  kills  his  ancestors,  so  that  the  time 
traveller  wouldn’t  exist.  This  doesn’t  kill 
the  person — this  makes  him  invincible. 
This  makes  him  a  god. 

It  took  me  a  while  to  like  this 
book,  and  the  ending  was  sweeter  once 
everything  was  tied  up  nicely  Palahniuk 
brought  a  different  culture  (of  Daytimers 
and  Nighttimers)  and  a  bit  of  sci-fi  into 
this  novel.  The  time  traveling  was  rather 
unpredictable,  but  as  one  of  the  Party 
Crashers  says,  not  many  people  used  the 
^dme^travelin^to^heirjidvantage^^^^^ 

prize  determined  by  the  sponsor  on  top 
of  the  usual  Threadless  prize.  In  a  recent 
competition  sponsored  by  the  indie-rock 
band  The  Decemberists  in  promotion  of 
their  new  album  The  Crane  Wife,  the 
winner  received  a  S300  Threadless  gift 
certificate  and  a  $1,500  cash  award,  along 
with  several  album-related  items,  books 
recommended  by  the  band’s  lead  singer 
and  more.  These  competitions  run  for  a 
limited  time,  usually  about  a  month  and 
each  submission  follows  a  theme  outlined 
by  the  competition’s  sponsor. 

Threadless’  success  has  also  allowed 
it  to  expand  and  develop  its  services.  In 


What  made  this  different  from 
Palahniuk’s  two  other  books  that  I  have 
read  was  the  time  travel  and  the  random¬ 
ness  that  actually  worked.  One  might 
think  that  a  plot  with  rabies  and  time  trav¬ 
eling  is  a  bit  crazy,  but  Palahniuk  writes 
in  a  style  eloquent  enough  that  his  book 
is  both  comprehensible  and  enjoyable. 
Even  the  format  of  the  “oral  biography” 
(which  was  odd  at  first)  adds  twist  to  it. 
Stories  overlap  and  coalesce  until  they 
all  finally  make  sense.  Different  people 
have  different  ways  of  explaining  the  story 
and  ways  of  speaking,  all  providing  for  an 
interesting  reading  experience.  The  idea 
of  a  model  meeting  her  long-lost  brother 
turning  into  a  woman  in  a  physical  therapy 
hospital,  after  getting  shot  in  the  jaw 
( Invisible  Monsters),  and  even  the  idea  of  a 
man  with  an  alternate  personality  he  can¬ 
not  control  (Fight  Club)  aren’t  even  close  to 
as  far  out  as  this.  Palahniuk  has  managed 
to  outdo  himself,  and  it  has  paid  off. 

Rant  is  a  book  you  don’t  want  to 
miss.  Time  traveling  as  offered  in  the  book 
is  an  absolute  escape  from  death.  This 
book  is  asking  which  you  would  choose: 
death  or  immortality. 

One  of  the  Party  Crashers,  Tina 
Something,  delivers  the  last  line,  speaking 
for  the  book  perfectly:  “The  rest  of  you 
gaddamn  losers — enjoy  your  death.” 


November  2006,  Threadless  announced 

that  it  would  begin  to  print  customized 
T’s  on  a  fabric  “softer  than  American 
Apparel”  and  in  a  shape  “less  boxy  than 
Fruit  of  the  Loom,  but  not  as  skinny  as 
American  Apparel.”  This  move  marks  a 
great  step  in  skinnyCorp  history  toward 
absolute  independence  as  a  brand. 

Despite  its  name,  Threadless  is 
obviously  anything  but.  Powered  by 
community  support  and  input,  as  well  as 
individual  creativity,  this  international 
collaboration  is  doing  its  best — day  by  day 
and  shirt  by  shirt — to  make  sure  that  we 
all  are  nude  no  more. 


A  Talent  for  Saving  Lives 
Continued  from  page  33 

the  help  of  a  very  talented  tech  crew.  The 
first  was  a  short  film  by  Oliver  Anderson 
(II),  called  Reach  Back,  which  left  audi¬ 
ence  members  laughing,  often  nervously. 
The  second,  created  by  Dominique  Hall 
(II),  was  far  more  somber.  The  slideshow 
showed  the  faces  of  children  across  the 
globe  and  was  dedicated  to  all  the  child¬ 
hoods  lost  to  genocide. 

Although  the  Amnesty  Interna- 


By  Oliver  Anderson,  II 

Staff  Writer 


There  are  a  lot  of  things  at  Boston  Latin 
School  that  are  uncertain,  but  when  an 
Argo  writer,  Oliver  Anderson  (ID,  started 
having  prophetic  visions  of  things  to 
come,  we  just  had  to  print  them.  Here  is 
the  first  edition  of  The  Prophet’s  astro¬ 
logical  predictions: 

ARIES  (March  21  -  April  19) 

The  world  will  be  at  your  beck  and  call 
after  you  design  a  car  that  runs  solely  on 
Dunkin’  Donuts  coffee. 

TAURUS  (April  20  -  May  20) 

You  will  view  the  world  in  a  new  light  after 
contracting  avian  flu. 

GEMINI  (May  21  -  June  21) 

Brush  your  teeth  with  Coca-Cola,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  those  so-called  “doctors”  tell  you 
is  healthy 


tional  Benefit  Talent  Show  was  full  of 

laughter  and  the  vivacity  and  diversity  of 
talent  that  the  students  of  Boston  Latin 
School  have  to  offer,  Amnesty  Interna¬ 
tional  did  not  let  the  show’s  meaning 
fade.  The  group  provided  two  presenta¬ 
tions,  the  first  a  candlelight  (or  rather, 
glow-stick  light,  due  to  the  strict  fire 
codes  in  school)  ceremony  in  which  many 
members  of  Amnesty  read  the  testimo¬ 
nies  of  those  hit  hardest  by  the  genocide 
in  Darfur.  The  second  presentation  was 
a  slideshow  of  photos  highlighting  the 

Horoscopes 

CANCER  (June  22  -  July  22) 

You  will  travel  to  new  and  exotic  lands 
after  the  CIA  deports  you  to  Uzbekistan 
for  trying  to  buy  Polonium-237  on  eBay. 

LEO  (July  23  -  August  22) 

Try  to  make  some  new  and  eloquent 
friends  so  they  can  speak  at  your  funeral, 
which,  by  the  way,  will  be  in  a  couple  of 
weeks. 

VIRGO  (August  23  -  September  22) 

Be  wary  of  surprises  because  Ms.  Kelley  is 
leaving  this  year,  and  she’ll  be  darned  if  she 
isn’t  taking  some  of  you  with  her. 

LIBRA  (September  23  -  October 
22) 

Romance  is  in  the  air  and  your  love  life 
will  finally  start  to  heat  up.  Just  kidding. 
You  still  have  no  friends. 

SCORPIO  (October  23  -  November 
21) 


Janjaweeds’  violation  of  human  rights,  be 

it  rape,  starvation,  displacement  or  mass 
murder.  The  presentation  was  assisted  by 
the  vocal  talent  of  the  Wolfettes,  who  sang 
“Hallelujah”  as  the  haunting  photographs 
were  displayed  behind  them. 

The  first  Amnesty  International 
Benefit  Talent  Show  raised  over  $2,500, 
which  was  donated  to  the  Genocide  Inter 
vention  Network  (GI-Net),  whose  goal  is 
“to  empower  global  citizens  with  the  tools 
to  advance  initiatives  that  help  protect 
civilians  from  genocidal  violence.” 


You  will  get  hooked  on  crystal  meth,  ‘cause 
it’s  still  half  the  price  of  a  Frappuccino. 

SAGITTARIU S  (November  22  -  De¬ 
cember  21) 

That  constipation  of  yours  will  turn  out 
to  be  a  blessing  in  disguise  when  you  find 
a  diamond  in  your  colon. 

CAPRICORN  (December  22  -  Janu¬ 
ary  19) 

Beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder.  Rip 
out  that  eye  and  beauty  will  be  yours... 

AQUARIUS  (January  20  -  Febru¬ 
ary  18) 

Try  to  give  back  to  your  community  by 
building  an  amusement  park  for  dogs  in 
your  backyard. 

PISCES  (February  19  -  March  20) 

Use  your  skills  at  speech  and  public  speak¬ 
ing  to  convince  Mr.  Flynn  you  don’t  know 
how  that  corpse  got  into  your  locker. 


Cubical  Humor: 
Ofice  Recap 

By  Sam  Dang,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Emmy  award-winning  com¬ 
edy  series  The  Office  continues  to  pick 
up  steam  after  completing  its  third 
season  on  May  17.  What  makes  the 
show  addictive  is  its  ability  to  make 
awkward  moments  funny  due  to  the 
“mockumentary”  style  and  the  lack 
of  a  studio  audience.  The  everquot- 
able  show  debuted  with  six  episodes 
in  its  first  season,  which  established 
the  storyline  and  introduced  the  ar¬ 
chetypal  cast:  Michael,  the  obnoxious 
and  oblivious  boss;  Dwight,  the  suck- 
up;  Jim,  who  is  Dwight’s  rival  and  has 
romantic  interest  in  Pam;  and  Ryan, 
the  suffering  temp.  Ratings  climbed 
higher  after  Steve  Carrell,  who  plays 
Michael  in  the  series,  starred  in  The 
40  Tear  Old  Virgin. 

Season  3  presents  new  elements 
to  interoffice  relationships,  such  as 
when  Jim  gains  promotion  above 
Dwight,  furthering  the  office  rivalry. 
In  one  of  my  favorite  episodes,  “The 
Coup,”  Dwight  shows  his  true  ambi¬ 
tion  to  run  the  office  by  going  behind 
Michael’s  back.  When  he  is  fired  in  a 
later  episode,  his  absence  reveals  how 
much  he  contributed  to  the  office 
by  watering  the  plants  and  arranging 
Michael’s  toys. 

The  third  season  also  includes 
some  additions  to  the  cast.  Ed  Helms 
appears  as  Andy  “Drew”  Bernard, 
a  hilarious  threat  to  Dwight,  and 
Rashida  Jones  as  Karen,  Jim’s  rebound 
girlfriend.  Although  sluggish  in  the 
beginning,  this  season  contains  great 
episodes  such  as  “Grief  Counseling,” 
in  which  Michael’s  old  boss  dies,  but 
nobody  else  in  the  office  cares,  and 
“Cocktails,”  in  which  a  bat  is  stuck  in 
the  office  and  Jim  convinces  Dwight 
that  he  is  a  vampire.  The  first  few  epi¬ 
sodes  are  a  bit  boring,  as  Jim’s  absence 
leaves  nobody  to  react  to  the  cam¬ 
era.  Changes  made  to  Jan  Levinson’s 
character  are  unrealistic:  she  first 
appeared  as  a  headstrong  corporate 
executive,  but  she  suddenly  becomes 
an  emotional  predator.  The  upside  of 
the  new  season?  Bernard  steals  the 
show,  though  the  character  does  not 
receive  the  screen  time  he  deserves. 
Rainn  Wilson  continues  to  be  unap¬ 
preciated  for  his  brilliant  performance 
as  Dwight,  but  Carrell  and  the  show’s 
Emmy  are  still  well-deserved.  It  is  a 
show  you  can  watch  over  and  over 
again  without  it  getting  old. 

The  finale  leaves  many  situations 
ambiguous.  Jim  finally  asks  Pam  out 
and  the  long-suffering  Ryan  is  now  Mi¬ 
chael’s  boss.  Ryan  finally  dumps  Kelly; 
given  Kelly’s  vow  to  “kill  {herself!  like 
in  Romeo  + Juliet,  the  Claire  Danes  one,” 
should  he  leave  her  and  Ryan’s  innate 
passivity,  however,  I  doubt  that  is  the 
end  of  their  story.  Michael  also  now 
has  to  deal  with  his  mood-swinging, 
unemployed  girlfriend,  Jan.  What  hap¬ 
pens  to  Karen  is  untold,  but  seeing  as 
Jim  drives  three  hours  just  to  ask  Pam 
out,  their  future  seems  bleak.  Overall, 
though,  it  was  more  than  satisfying: 
it  ended  strongly  and  was  definitely 
among  one  of  the  best  episodes. 

If  you  cannot  get  enough  of  The 
Office's  cast,  you  can  get  your  fix  over 
the  summer.  Many  cast  members  have 
landed  roles  in  major  motion  pictures: 
Evan  Almighty ,  Knocked  Up  and  License 
to  Wed  feature  at  least  two  Officers 
each. 
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Hoo-Rah  for  Girls'  Softball  Team 


By  Delia  Klim,  II 

Contributing  Writer 

The  Boston  Latin  School  softball 
team  worked  extremely  hard  this  season. 
The  girls  proved  themselves  throughout 
the  spring  by  battling  tough  competitors 
and  even  tougher  weather  condi¬ 
tions.  As  a  team,  the  girls  all  mesh 
very  well  despite  the  wide  range  of 
ages.  This  year  there  are  numer 
ous  seniors  graduating,  including 
captains  Patsy  Foley  and  Lorraine 
McElligott,  and  other  key  con¬ 
tributors  such  as  Judy  Norton, 
Meghan  Walsh,  Kayla  Zaremski 
and  Nicole  Poulos.  These  girls 
have  given  so  much  to  the  team 
throughout  their  careers  at  Latin 
School,  and  we  all  appreciate  it. 

The  girls  finished  off  the 
season  with  a  record  of  4-14.  They 
faced  some  fierce  teams  such  as 
Fontbonne  and  Concord-Carlisle. 

The  hardest  but  most  rewarding 
game  was  their  first  DCL  win  against  West- 
ford  Academy  It  was  pouring  rain,  causing 
the  match  to  go  into  extra  innings.  The 
girls  gave  it  their  all  and  won  8-7  despite 
the  weather  and  overtime.  They  really  put 
everything  into  the  season,  and  every  vic¬ 
tory  felt  amazing.  Every  loss  taught  them 
something  new  and  how  to  improve. 


Freshman  Siobhan  Elvin  commented 
that  “basically,  the  overall  atmosphere  ot 
the  team  is  a  win-win  situation.”  She  felt 
that  the  team  had  fun  but  played  as  hard 
as  possible.  She  also  recognized  that  with 
the  seniors  leaving,  there  would  be  some 
spirit  lost  on  the  team,  “because  they  just 


know  what  to  say,  and  can  help  you  on  and 
off  the  field.” 

There  is  a  lot  of  potential  coming  up 
through  the  ranks,  and  they  have  stepped 
up  and  taken  on  the  varsity  pressure.  Sa¬ 
mantha  Mcgilvary  (IV)  and  Emily  Berardi 
(V)  are  two  promising  pitchers  who  can 
come  through  in  clutch  situations.  Also 


Christine  Kelly  (II)  “is  a  cannon  at  short,” 
according  to  Elvin.  One  of  the  team's  goals 
was  to  get  on  base  and  keep  the  score  close 
every  game.  Marie  Carchedi  (III)  helped 
the  team  reach  this  goal  consistently, 
beating  the  throw  from  the  plate  after  her 
bunts.  Elvin  herself  had  two  home  runs  in 
one  game.  The  younger 
girls  on  the  team  have 
contributed  greatly  this 
season  and  will  hopefully 
continue  in  the  upcoming 
years. 

Thanks  to  the  Wolf- 
pack  Superfans,  there  are 
many  committed  fans 
cheering  the  girls  on  at 
every  game.  They  drew 
a  great  fan  base  of  con¬ 
sistent  onlookers  such 
as  Connor  Duggan  (I), 
Ann-Marie  Elvin  (II), 
Kaitlin  Miller  (II)  and 
Andrew  Iannacone  (I). 
Also,  their  manager  Em¬ 
ily  Cunningham  (I)  has  helped  them  this 
year  by  generating  much  needed  support. 
The  team  has  taken  countless  memories 
from  this  season,  including  their  shout 
for  every  huddle:  “HOO-RAH!”  Overall, 
the  team  worked  very  hard,  had  a  tough 
but  rewarding  season  and  has  been  a  great 
group  of  girls. 


Boys'  V-ball  Makes  Playoff  Run 


By  Amy  Zeng,  I 

Staff  Writer 


As  quickly  as  it  came,  the  Boston 
Latin  School  boys’  volleyball  season  has 
come  to  a  close.  The  Wolfpack  finished 
with  a  league  record  of  6-4  (10-6  over 
alD,  leaving  it  without  the  Dual  County 
League  title  this  year.  The  season  can  be 
remembered  for  the  Pack’s  battle  against 
nerves  and,  not  to  mention,  the  days  when 
countless  injuries  were  sustained  by  key 
players,  leaving  the  team  unable  to  play 
at  its  usual  potential.  The  turn-outs  of 
the  boys’  games  varied,  fluctuating  up  and 
down — the  team’s  performance  would  be 
praise-worthy  one  day,  and  mediocre  the 
next.  Regardless  of  its  rocky  season,  the 
team  did  not  walk  away  without  proper 
accolades  and  recognition.  Co-Captain 
Alan  Mui  (I)  and  Sean  Rabe  (I)  were  both 
named  DCL  First  Team  All-Stars  for  their 
second  straight  year  and  Co-Captain  Sam¬ 
son  Luu  (I)  was  given  the  title  of  a  Second 
Team  All-Star. 

The  Wolfjpack’s  record  placed  them 
as  the  sixth  seed  in  the  Division  I  North 


playoffs.  Boston  Latin  faced  off  against 
eleventh  seeded  Central  Catholic  (6-12) 
on  May  23.  Middle  Rabe  interrupted 
Central’s  high  spirited  start  when  he 
scored  Boston  Latin’s  first  point  and 
then  followed  up  with  an  ace  on  service. 
Central  however  pulled  out  to  a  16-3  lead 
and  forced  a  time-out  by  Latin;  the  Wolf- 
pack  astoundingly  was  able  to  make  an 
impressive  comeback  to  close  the  score’s 
gap  to  17-19  powered  by  the  defense  of 
captain  Mui.  Feeling  pressured  to  finish, 
the  Wolfpack  began  to  make  a  streak 
of  mistakes,  handing  the  set  to  Central 
Catholic  at  19-25. 

After  getting  back  on  track  in  the 
second  set,  winning  25-13,  the  Latin 
middles  Phan  and  Rabe  continued  the 
success  by  dominating  the  third  set.  To¬ 
gether,  they  scored  half  of  the  points  to 
push  the  set  in  the  Pack’s  favor.  The  two 
even  blocked  out  Central’s  best  hitter 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  Combined 
with  Captain  Mui’s  points,  the  Wolfpack 
brought  the  game  to  17-10.  The  team 
ultimately  took  the  set  at  25-16  despite 
minor  errors. 


The  final  two  sets  of  the  match, 
however,  seemed  to  be  laced  with  bad 
luck.  Key  players  Luu  and  Mui  had  to  be 
subbed  out  due  to  leg  cramping  and  the 
cold  Latin  replacements  on  court  couldn’t 
stop  Central  Catholic’s  weak  side  hitter, 
ultimately  losing  the  set  18-25.  The  final 
set  seemed  to  be  in  the  bag  for  Latin  with 
Rabe  serving  five  points  in  a  row,  eventu¬ 
ally  moving  the  team  up  to  a  nine  point 
lead  (10-1).  Central,  however,  retaliated 
with  a  furious  offense  and  in  the  end, 
Central  Catholic  prevailed,  17-19.  This 
was  a  monumental  upset  for  the  Boston 
Latin  boys,  who  were  expected  to  proceed 
further  into  the  sectionals. 

Senior  Jeff  Chan,  though  disap¬ 
pointed,  did  see  a  bright  side  to  the  playoff 
game.  “The  team  stuck  together  through 
the  injuries,”  he  said,  “and  I  couldn’t  have 
asked  for  more.”The  rest  of  the  team,  the 
seniors  in  particular,  agreed  that  they  did 
have  some  highlights  and  fond  memories 
of  the  season,  including  finally  defeating 
Catholic  Memorial,  the  playoff  game  and, 
as  Stephen  Lo  (I)  enthusiastically  said, 
“everything  volleyball.” 


Baseball  Finishes  Season  Strong 


By  Thomas  Paine,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


The  Boston  Latin  School  baseball 
team  began  its  2007  campaign  on  April 
4  and  got  off  to  a  rough  start,  going 
1-9  in  their  first  10  games.  Many  of  the 
team’s  troubles  were  centered  around 
shaky  pitching,  poor  defense  and  a  lack 
of  clutch  hitting,  but  as  the  season  pro¬ 
gressed  the  team  began  to  come  into  its 
own.  In  a  tough  stretch  where  the  team 
had  to  play  its  last  five  games  in  five  con¬ 
secutive  days,  the  team  was  able  to  win 
three  out  of  the  five,  losing  very  close 
games  to  the  No.  1  team  in  the  state,  Lin- 
coln-Sudbury,  and  the  always-formidable 
Acton-Boxborough. 

Alex  Fischer  (II)  and  Will  Weir 
(II)  together  allowed  just  four  runs  in 
a  win  against  Boston  Latin  Academy. 
Chris  Bullens  (II)  used  a  devastating 


changeup  and  excellent  command  in  a 
pitching  duel  with  last  year’s  MVP  Scott 
Weisman  from  Acton-Boxborough  in  a 
4-0  loss.  The  next  day,  pitcher  Jonathan 
Fitzsimons  (II)  let  up  three  runs  against 
Wayland,  beating  them  7-3.  Weir  came 
back  on  three  days’  rest  to  start  against 
Lincoln-Sudbury.  For  five  innings,  Latin 
held  the  lead  until  finally  giving  it  up  in 
the  sixth.  Along  with  stellar  pitching,  the 
Latin  team  began  to  hit  as  well. 

This  season,  Captain  Eamon  Burke 
(I)  has  led  the  charge  with  two  homeruns, 
six  doubles  and  a  .360  batting  average 
over  the  course  of  the  season — all  of 
which  were  team  highs.  Greg  Maneikis 
(I)  played  masterful  defense  at  both  first 
and  short,  also  providing  a  valuable  bat 
in  the  No.  2  slot  while  batting  over  .300. 
Outfielders  Ben  Speicher  (I),  Brendan 
O’Brien  (III)  and  Brian  Cotrone  (II)  all 
provided  speed  on  the  base  paths  and 


power  at  the  plate.  Starting  pitcher  Mike 
Wyatt  (I)  began  several  games  including 
a  gem  against  Westford  Academy  as  well 
as  playing  an  excellent  outfield.  Fischer 
played  shortstop  and  provided  a  spark  in 
the  middle  of  the  Latin  lineup,  batting 
over  .300.  Justin  Evangelista  (IV)  started 
behind  the  plate  after  Captain  Burke  hurt 
his  shoulder.  He  was  superb  behind  the 
plate,  at  one  point  catching  five  games 
in  five  days.  Chris  Fennell  (II),  Ryan 
Tompkins  (I)  and  Matt  O’Keefe  (III) 
proved  to  be  very  valuable  off  the  bench 
with  power  and  defense. 

Despite  a  4-14  record,  the  Latin 
team  played  extremely  well  and  hopes 
to  be  able  to  carry  their  late  season  suc¬ 
cess  into  next  year.  With  nine  veterans 
overall  and  five  starting  pitchers,  return¬ 
ing  hopes  are  high  for  a  much-improved 
2008  season  culminating  in  a  trip  to  the 
State  Tournament. 
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Sailing:  More 
than  a  sport 


SAILERS  GROUP  HUG 


By  Patrick  Hitchins,  V 

Contributing  Writer 


Quite  possibly  the  most  overlooked 
team  at  Boston  Latin  School — but  surely 
one  of  the  most  successful — is  the  sailing 
team.  Interest  in  joining  the  sailing  team 
has  recently  skyrocketed.  This  past  year, 
over  40  students  expressed  eagerness  in 
becoming  a  BLS  sailor,  but  the  team  was 
only  able  to  accommodate  20.  Why  did 
so  many  students  want  to  be  on  a  team 
with  such  a  small  reputation?  With  such 
pleasures  as  sailing  out  of  the  historic 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  enjoying  the  sun 
rays  and  sea  salt  breeze  and  occasionally 
falling  into  the  no  longer  filth-ridden 
Boston  Harbor,  the  real  question  is: 
what’s  wrong  with  the  students  who 
haven't  shown  interest? 

Last  year’s  sailing  team  standings 
were  the  best  in  its  history  after  having 
finished  first  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
League.  Though  the  team  was  not  able 
to  capture  the  Division  Title  again  this 
year,  every  member  ended  the  season 
with  a  smile  on  his  or  her  face.  The 
team  finished  with  a  winning  record  as 
well  as  some  awards.  Skipper  Ryan  “Mr. 
Reliable”  Byrne  (III)  and  Liz  O’Brien  (I) 
earned  the  team  a  second  place  trophy  at 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  League  Champi¬ 
onships. 

Under  the  guidance  of  the  new 
coach  and  Boston  University  graduate, 
Billy  Schoenberg,  each  and  every  member 
not  only  had  an  extremely  enjoyable  sea¬ 
son,  but  also  improved  his  or  her  sailing 
skills  tremendously.  With  new  members 
such  as  Christian  Wasner  (IV),  the  team 
has  established  a  formidable  stance  in 
its  league.  With  Joe  “Joe  Diesel”  Gallant 
(III),  the  sailing  team  has  become  even 
more  menacing.  He  lures  other  boats  in 
with  his  angelic  voice  but  leaves  them 
in  pieces  after  he  crushes  them  with  his 
diesel-like  qualities  (like  the  Sirens  in 
Latin  and  Greek  mythology). 

Superfan  Joseph  Barry  (III)  has 
been  a  frequent  spectator  at  sailing  meets 
throughout  the  past  season.  Barry  states 
that  “the  excellence  which  the  team  ex¬ 
hibits  is  breathtaking”  and  that  “the  sails 
look  majestic  as  they  flow  in  the  wind.” 
Barry  believes  that  the  team  is  truly  “a 
hidden  gem  in  the  BLS  community  and 
that  more  people  should  attend  sailing 
team  events.”  Faculty  superfan,  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phen  “SWAT”  Watson,  comments  that 
“the  sailing  folks  are  the  wind  beneath 
my  wings.” 

The  noble  and  always  shirtless  boy 
toy,  Cohn  Santangelo  (I),  says:  “Among  all 
the  capsizes,  gybes  and  tacks  throughout 
the  year,  the  sailing  team  has  grown 
closer  as  team  and  as  a  family.”  Depart¬ 
ing  sailors  are  seniors  Diana  Kelly,  Steve 
Qi,  Liz  O’Brien,  Gregory  Nakashian  and 
Colin  Santagelo.  Their  talent  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  missed  next  year,  but  longtime 
members  and  upcoming  seniors  such 
as  Andrew  Lawrence  (II),  Katy  Estes- 
Smargiassi  (II),  Gabriella  Coloyan  (II), 
Bob  Quinn  (II),  Julie  Holbrook  (II)  and 
Rachel  Vitale  (II)  will  lead  the  team  with 
puissance. 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 


Sports 


Page  37 


Crew  Rowing  Down  the  Competition 


By  Elizabeth  Tran,  I 

Assistant  Sports  Editor 

If  you  were  to  ask  anybody  in  the 
school  about  the  crew  team,  the  response 
you  would  most  likely  receive  is  that  “crew 
is  a  cult.”  This  may  be  true,  seeing  that 
girls  on  one  of  the  largest  teams  in  the 
school  dedicate  their  time  to  eating,  sleep¬ 
ing  and  breathing  the  sport  of  rowing  six 
months  ot  the  school  year.  Led  by  Coach 
Gillian  Curran,  crew  is  one  of  the  school’s 
most  successful  teams,  after  only  having 
built  itself  from  the  ground  up  merely  six 
years  ago. 

This  season,  the  girls  have  proved  to 
comprise  one  of  the  fastest  teams  we  have 
seen  by  far.  Since  the  preseason  injanuary, 
the  girls  have  been  doing  various  exercises 
around  the  school,  such  as  erging  and  car 
dio  circuits.  During  February  break,  many 
of  the  them  were  lucky  enough  to  get  away 
from  the  cold  Boston  weather  and  train 
down  south  in  Jacksonville,  Florida.  By 
the  time  mid-March  rolled  around,  the 


girls  were  out  on  the  Charles  River.  Coach 
Curran  had  a  very  interesting  plan  for  the 
girls  this  year:  there  were  no  set  boat  line¬ 
ups.  The  girls  had  to  deal  with  things  as 
they  came,  not  knowing  what  seat  they 
would  row  in  for  each  race.  “It  was  a  very 
rough  season  at  the  beginning,  but  in  the 
end  we  managed  to  pull  it  all  together  and 
have  some  really  good  races,”  commented 
Co-Captain  Molly  Johnson  (I). 

In  many  of  the  races,  the  first  varsity 
eight  boat  managed  multiple  top  finishes, 
receiving  second  place  in  both  the  Sims¬ 
bury  and  Lowell  Invitational.  Entering 
the  second  half  of  the  season,  the  team 
began  to  prepare  itself  for  the  major 
events,  including  the  Northeast/Mid-At¬ 
lantic  Junior  Regional  Championships, 
New  England  Interscholastic  Rowing 
Association  (NEIRAs)  and  Massachusetts 
Public  Schools  State  Championships. 
The  second  varsity  eight  boat  failed  to 
advance  from  their  heat,  coming  in  fifth 
at  the  Northeast  Regionals,  while  the 
first  varsity  eight  also  managed  to  finish 


fifth  in  the  semi-finals.  Though  many  of 
the  boats  did  not  make  it  to  the  finals, 
there  was  good  news  for  the  lightweight 
eight.  With  only  three  boats  in  the  final, 
including  Community  Rowing,  Inc.  and 
Wayland-Weston,  the  lightweight  eight 
automatically  qualified  for  Nationals  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  come  June. 

Following  Regionals  was  the  Cham¬ 
pionship  weekend,  which  included  the 
NEIRAs  and  Massachusetts  Public. 
Coming  into  NEIRAs,  the  first  boat 
was  seeded  ninth  out  of  20  teams  while 
the  second  and  third  boats  managed  the 
fast  seed  at  12.  Both  the  second  and  third 
boats  fared  well  in  their  heats,  but  were 
unable  to  advance.  The  first  boat  was  not 
able  to  advance  to  the  Grand  Final,  but 
instead  went  to  the  Petite  Final  where 
the  crew  faced  their  rival,  Brookline  High 
School.  In  the  end,  Boston  Latin  School 
finished  third,  trailing  the  Warriors  by 
seven  seconds. 

The  next  day,  the  Wolfpack  came 
fourth  in  the  Massachusetts  Public  rank¬ 


ing.  One  of  the  goals  the  girls  had  in  mind 
was  beating  Brookline’s  team  as  well  as 
finishing  in  the  medals.  Both  the  second 
and  third  boats  came  third  in  the  state. 
The  first  boat,  now  fourth  in  the  state, 
beat  Brookline  (ranked  second)  by  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  seconds.  The  last  race  of  the  day  was 
the  Alumni  Race  with  BLS  graduates  such 
as  Lindy  McGrail  O05),  Marlene  O’Hara 
(’06)  and  Carolyn  Bernazanni  (’06)  coming 
back  and  racing  in  the  brand  new  Pocock 
boat  against  the  Brookline  and  Lowell 
alumni  boats. 

After  a  successful  season,  the  team 
will  be  losing  12  seniors:  Johnson,  Zoe 
Calish,  Brittany  Callander,  Liz  Tran,  Jen 
Dolan,  Jane  Newbold,  Kaitlin  Jackson, 
Julia  Stebletsova,  Anna  Rice,  Tricia 
Dougherty,  Nghi  Tran  and  Taylor  Kehoe. 
Despite  this  gap,  the  future  looks  good. 
There’s  plenty  of  talent  left  on  the  team 
of  more  than  50  girls.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  all  will  step  up  and  keep  up  the  hard 
work  and  dedication  for  which  the  crew 
team  is  known. 


Marquise  Hill:  A  Tribute  to  a  Friend 


By  Andrew  Lawrence,  II 

Contributing  Writkr 

New  England  Patriots’  defensive 
end  Marquise  Hill  had  spent  much  of 
his  time  helping  family  members  rebuild 
their  lives  in  New  Orleans  and  cope  with 
their  circumstances  after  the  tragedy  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  His  most  recent  visit 
to  New  Orleans,  however,  took  a  fatal  and 
tragic  turn  when  Hill  and  a  friend  were 
traveling  out  onto  Lake  Pontchartrain 
on  a  jet  ski  without  wearing  lifejackets. 
After  departing  the  docks  late  on  Sunday 
night,  they  were  involved  in  an  accident 
in  which  their  jet  ski  was  overturned  and 
damaged.  Hill  was  able  to  save  the  life  of 
his  friend  by  telling  her  to  remain  calm 
and  guiding  her  toward  a  safe  place  to  wait 
for  rescuers  and  the  Coast  Guard  search 
team.  Although  a  good  swimmer,  Hill  was 
unable  to  maintain  control  in  the  high 
winds  and  strong  current  that  eventually 
pulled  him  under.  He  was  swept  away  by 
the  current  and  his  body  was  discovered 
around  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  on 
Monday,  May  28,  2007. 

Hill  was  24  years  old  and  a  native 
of  New  Orleans.  During  his  high  school 
years.  Hill  was  considered  an  All-Ameri¬ 
can  player  and  was  hailed  by  many  scouts 


as  the  best  defensive  lineman  in  the 
country.  After  matriculating  to  Louisiana 
State  University,  Hill’s  radiant  personality 
greatly  affected  his  teammates.  Former 
LSU  quarterback  Matt  Mauck  explained 
what  a  loss  his 
death  has  been  to 
the  community: 

“Off  field  he  was 
a  really  kind  per¬ 
son,  kind  of  like 
a  gentle  giant, 
and  not  only  for 
LSU,  but  for  New 
England  and  ev¬ 
eryone  who  got 
a  chance  to  meet 
him  throughout 
his  life.  Every¬ 
one  has  to  be 
extremely  sad¬ 
dened  and  disap¬ 
pointed  to  hear 
the  news.” 

After  college,  Hill  was  drafted  by 
the  New  England  Patriots  in  the  second 
round  of  the  2004  NFL  Draft.  In  his 
shortened  career  with  the  Patriots,  Hill 
appeared  in  13  career  games.  Hill’s  dedica¬ 
tion  to  the  Patriots  was  inspiring;  he  was 
said  to  be  always  the  first  player  in  the 


weight  room  and  one  of  the  most  will¬ 
ing  to  learn.  Although  Hill  undoubtedly 
showed  his  commitment  to  football  on 
the  field,  he  was  best  remembered  by  his 
coaches  and  teammates  for  his  off-the- 
field  character 
and  person¬ 
ality.  Fellow 
teammate 
Jarvis  Green 
was  quoted 
as  saying,  “He 
worked  hard 
and  he  was  a 
funny  guy.  It’s 
like  Coach  [Bill 
Belichick]  al¬ 
ways  says:  ‘Even 
if  you’re  not  on 
the  field,  you 
$  can  still  do  a 
|  lot  to  help  the 
M  team.’”  As  a  fel¬ 
low  defensive 
lineman,  Green  regarded  Hill  as  one  of 
his  best  friends  on  the  team. 

Hill  was  well-liked  by  all  of  his 
teammates  and  everyone  who  knew  him. 
Another  defensive  lineman,  Ty  Warren, 
explained  how  he  went  out  of  his  way 
to  be  friendly  to  everyone  in  the  locker 


room.  “No  matter  what  he  had  going  on 
in  his  life,  he  had  to  be  one  of  the  fun¬ 
niest  guys  in  the  locker  room,  [and]  not 
just  defensive  line.  He’d  go  up  and  down 
locker  room,  from  the  offensive  line  to 
the  punters.  He  always  had  smile  on  his 
face,”  he  said. 

Hill  had  a  very  upbeat  personality 
and  remained  positive  in  every  situation. 
After  the  tragedy  of  Hurricane  Katrina, 
while  he  was  gutting  his  family’s  home, 
Hill  is  remembered  by  his  family  as  say¬ 
ing,  “God  does  different  things  to  us,  and 
I  wanted  to  redo  the  house  anyway”  He 
not  only  stayed  optimistic,  but  cheered 
up  and  encouraged  the  other  people 
around  him. 

Along  with  being  a  great  friend  and 
humanitarian,  Hill  was  a  very  dedicated 
family  man.  He  spent  much  of  his  time 
helping  his  family  and  many  of  their 
neighbors  recover  from  Katrina  and 
resume  a  normal  life  in  New  Orleans. 
Green  said  that  Flill  was  one  of  the  most 
dedicated  and  motivated  players  and  hu¬ 
man  beings  that  he  knew:  “He  wouldn’t  sit 
here  and  be  miserable.  He  was  a  guy  who 
always  smiled.”  Marquise  Hill  was  a  team¬ 
mate,  hero,  son,  father  and  friend  whose 
friendly  and  kind  personality  will  live  on 
in  the  memories  of  all  that  knew  him. 


Red  Hot 

By  Paul  Brideau,  II 

Sports  Editor 


If  someone  were  to  predict  that 
there  would  be  a  tight  race  within  the 
American  League  East  <5f  the  MLB  two 
months  into  the  season,  we  wouldn’t 
label  him  or  her  the  next  Ms.  Cleo.  Who 
didn’t  expect  a  close  race?  But  whoever 
predicted  that  the  battle  would  be  for 
second  place  and  that  the  Red  Sox  would 
lead  the  division  by  12  games  is  deserving 
of  a  primetime  spot  on  television.  As  of 
May  29,  the  Red  Sox  are  in  a  league  of 
their  own,  posting  a  .700  winning  per 
centage  with  35  wins,  the  best  record  in 
baseball.  Our  Red  Sox  are  on  a  blazing 
pace  toward  113  wins,  but  can  we  really 
expect  this  success  to  continue?  It  may 
be  premature  to  exclaim  their  greatness, 
but  this  team  has  become  reminiscent  of 
another  dominant  hometown  force:  the 
New  England  Patriots. 

The  Sox  seem  to  have  adopted 
the  Patriots’  ability  to  find  ways  to  win, 
whether  or  not  the  team  is  playing  at  the 


Sox  Breezing  Through 

top  of  the  game.  Julio  Lugo  was  signed  age  of  33,  thereby  adding  anotnerAll-Star 


to  get  on  base  at  the  top  of  the  order  be¬ 
fore  the  team’s  top  power  hitters,  Manny 
Ramirez  and  David  Ortiz,  but  his  early 
season  struggles  have  been  obvious.  A 
.225  average  may  have  become  too  dif¬ 
ficult  to  overcome  if  it  were  not  for  the 
“Greek  God  of  Walks,”  Kevin  Youkilis, 
and  his  .354  average  and  .431  OBP  (on 
base  percentage)  in  the  two-hole  behind 
Lugo.  Youkilis  has  single-handedly  carried 
this  lineup  in  the  midst  of  the  struggles 
of  Lugo,  Coco  Crisp,  J.D.  Drew  and 
Ramirez.  His  ability  to  hit  in  all  spots  of 
the  lineup  has  been  key  to  the  Red  Sox’s 
early  success. 

Another  offensive  savior  has  been 
Mike  Lowell.  Thought  to  be  a  “throw  in” 
in  the  deal  bringingjosh  Beckett  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  he  has  become  much  more  valuable 
than  imagined.  Lowell  has  driven  in  more 
runs  (a  total  of  39)  than  both  Big  Papi  and 
Ramirez  as  well  as  posting  an  impressive 
walk-to-strikeout  ratio  of  19/13.  Lowell 
is  bound  to  slow  down,  but  he  is  having 
the  best  season  of  his  career  at  the  ripe 


caliber  bat  to  a  feared  lineup. 

And  as  the  resurgence  of  Youkilis 
and  Lowell  has  helped  the  offense,  the 
pitching  has  been  greatly  aided  by  the 
arrival  of  Hideki  Okajima.  This  Japanese 
import  with  a  devastating  splitter  (the 
“okey  dokey”)  has  become  one  of  the 
most  effective  setup  men  in  the  game. 
Okajima,  toting  a  1.09  ERA  with  24 
strikeouts  in  as  many  innings,  and  Papel- 
bon,  shutting  the  door  with  12  saves,  have 
together  managed  to  shorten  a  game  to 
seven  innings  for  an  opposing  team  play¬ 
ing  from  behind.  Okajima  has  also  given 
the  Red  Sox  a  reliable  secondary  closer  for 
situations  in  which  Papelbon  is  not  avail¬ 
able.  The  depth  of  the  bullpen  doesn’t 
end  at  this  double-headed  monster,  as 
Kyle  Synder  has  quietly  posted  a  1.65  ERA 
over  161/3  innings  andJ.C.  Romero  a  2.65. 
Having  one  of  the  most  solid  bullpens  in 
baseball  following  the  most  dominant 
starting  staff  is  going  to  be  something 
special  to  watch. 

The  summer  is  shaping  up  to  be  a 


Schedule 

very  enjoyable  one  for  Red  Sox  Nation. 
Barring  any  devastating  injuries  (knock 
on  wood),  this  team  should  reach  the 
100th  win  mark  for  the  first  time  since 
the  1946  team  led  by  Ted  Williams  and 
Johnny  Pesky.  The  fact  that  this  team  has 
yet  to  play  at  the  top  of  its  game  and  has 
still  accumulated  35  wins  is  what  makes 
the  Red  Sox  an  even  scarier  team  in  the 
future.  With  the  inevitable  call  up  of  Jon 
Lester  in  conjunction  with  the  return 
of  sluggers  Ramirez  and  Drew  to  form, 
this  team  could  even  better  its  already 
rapid  pace. 

This  may  be  a  foolishly  optimistic 
view  of  the  team’s  ability,  but  why  not 
bask  in  the  glory  of  the  Red  Sox  and  the 
fall  of  the  evil  empire?  The  Red  Sox  are 
well  on  their  way  to  winning  their  first  AL 
East  division  title  in  a  decade,  and  their 
only  competition  has  sunk  seven  games 
below  .500  in  a  state  of  complete  despera¬ 
tion.  Sorry  Yankees,  even  a  $io2/minute 
salary  to  Roger  Clemens  can’t  buy  you 
a  miraculous  comeback.  Let  the  good 
times  roll. 
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Recieves  from  the 


Boston  Latin  School  Argo 

the  Criticism  He 
Media? 


By  Alan  Circeo,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


Barry  Bonds  is  a  liar,  a  cheater  and  a  fake,  and  there  is  no  denying  it. 

As  Barry  Bonds  nears  the  hallowed  record  of  755  home  runs  in  a  career  set 
by  Hank  Aaron  in  1976,  it  only  seems  appropriate  that  an  article  be  written  in  this 
edition  of  the  Argo  to  denounce  his  claim  that  he  is  a  true  athlete  and  to  suggest 
that  his  potential  home  run  crown  be  stripped  from  him,  along  with  all  his  other 
records  and  accolades.  The  first  piece  of  evidence  to  be  cited  against  Bonds  is 
his  2003  testimony  before  the  California  grand  jury.  Bonds  said,  in  effect,  that 
he  did  in  fact  use  steroids  during  the  2001  season,  in  which  he  hit  a  total  of  73 
home  runs,  besting  Mark  McGwire’s  record  setting  70  home  runs  in  1998.  Bonds 
claims,  however,  that  his  trainer,  Greg  Anderson,  led  him  to  believe  that  the 
performance  enhancing  substances  were  actually  flaxseed  oil  and  arthritis  cream. 
Last  time  I  checked,  neither  flaxseed  oil  nor  arthritis  cream  are  injected  from  a 
needle  into  the  buttocks.  Barry  Bonds  went  on  to  claim  that  Anderson  gave  the 
“cream”  and  the  “clear”  to  him  and  he  didn’t  ask  him  what  they  were.  He  trusted 
that  they  were  legal  substances — just  unmarked.  This  is  not  a  valid  excuse.  It  is 
your  responsibility  to  check  everything  that  you  put  into  your  body,  no  matter 
from  whom  you  obtained  it.  Rather  than  help  to  protect  himself,  Bonds’  testi¬ 
mony  actually  incriminated  him  further:  it  proved  him  not  only  to  be  a  cheater, 
but  also  a  liar,  irresponsible,  immature  and  someone  trying  to  blame  his  mistakes 
on  the  people  around  him. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  certainly  circumstantial,  but  nonetheless  points 
to  steroid  use  by  Bonds.  His  size,  since  his  mid-  to  late-twenties,  has  not  decreased 
as  he  moves  into  his  forties,  as  is  expected.  Instead,  it  has  drastically  increased. 
The  Bonds  of  1994  and  1995  is  puny  compared  to  the  massive  245  pound  frame 
that  he  boasts  now,  the  vast  majority  of  the  weight  being  muscle.  Nobody  gains 
muscle  mass  or  increases  home  run  totals  like  that  in  their  forties  fairly.  Bonds’s 
home  run  average  from  his  second  to  sixth  year  in  the  MLB  is  25.3;  his  average 
from  the  last  five  years  is  33.3.  How  does  a  man  aging  into  his  forties  hit  almost 
10  more  home  runs  than  he  did  in  the  prime  of  his  career?  This  drastic  increase  in 
home  runs  as  well  as  his  dramatic  increase  in  size  so  late  in  his  career  is  certainly 
grounds  enough  alone  to  question  Bonds’s  sportsmanship  and  honesty. 

Barry  Bonds  cheated  at  baseball,  lied  about  his  cheating  and  tried  to  pin  his 
mistakes  on  his  peers.  He  is  a  fraud  and  a  genuine  cretin  to  his  friends,  fans  and 
the  media  covering  him.  In  the  past,  he  has  claimed  to  the  media  that  nobody 
wants  him  to  break  the  record  because  he’s  a  black  man  and  said  that  he  would 
never  play  in  Boston  because  it  is  a  “racist  city.”  Both  are  ridiculous  statements,  as 
the  current  home  run  king  is  a  black  man  and  the  biggest  baseball  star  in  Boston 
is  a  Latino  man.  The  man  is,  and  always  has  been,  searching  for  excuses  to  escape 
pressure  from  his  fans  and  the  media.  If  Pete  Rose,  the  all  time  leader  for  hits  in 
a  career,  is  not  acknowledged  by  Major  League  Baseball  for  his  accomplishment 
because  he  bet  on  baseball,  Bonds  should  definitely  not  be  acknowledged  since 
he  cheated  by  taking  steroids  to  increase  his  home  run  total.  Because  steroids  are 
banned  by  the  MLB,  Bonds  should  be  stripped  of  his  accolades  and  records — to 
be  viewed  as  the  fraud  and  cheater  he  is. 


By  Andrew  DeStefano,  II 

Sports  Editor 


As  Barry  Bonds  nears  Hank  Aaron’s  home  run  record  of  755,  most  of  the  country  is 
calling  for  the  man’s  head.  When  the  time  comes  for  him  to  break  it — and  get  ready  Sox 
fans  because  it  could  be  in  Fenway  Park — I’m  sure  there  will  be  boos  heard  throughout 
the  stands  and  syringes  will  be  tossed  onto  the  field.  But  does  he  deserve  the  abuse  that 
he  has  received  since  the  steroid  allegations  have  arisen?  How  can  you,  as  an  intelligent 
human  being,  say  with  complete  certainty  that  Bonds  was  a  conscious  steroid  user?  The 
book  written  by  two  San  Francisco  Chronicle  writers.  Game  of  Shadows,  details  how  Bonds 
apparently  admitted  to  a  court  of  law  that  his  trainer,  Greg  Andersen,  supplied  him  with 
a  cream  that  could  have  contained  traces  of  steroids.  Whenever  this  topic  of  conversation 
turns  up,  people  suddenly  become  experts  on  the  issue.  “Creams  can’t  have  steroids!  It 
has  to  be  in  a  needle!”  Amazing.  Next  time  I  need  a  referral  on  skin  cream,  I  will  save  the 
trip  to  the  doctors  and  just  ask  my  buddy  Joe  in  English  class.  People  of  the  sports  world: 
stop  acting  like  we  know  the  entire  story  Bonds  is  the  biggest  victim  of  an  overly  harsh 
baseball  media  and  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  dominating  offense  players,  even  at 
the  ripe  ol’  age  of  42. 

When  someone  brings  up  the  fact  that  the  baseball  media  unfairly  represents  the 
players,  it  is  usually  followed  by  an  aggravated  groan  or  “every  sport  has  tough  media”  Blam¬ 
ing  the  media  is  not  something  that  should  be  done  often  but  consider  this:  last  season, 
the  reigning  NFL  defensive  rookie  of  the  year,  Shawn  Merriman,  was  suspended  for  four 
games  for  testing  positive  for  steroids.  There  was  no  talk  of  putting  an  asterisk  next  to  his 
name  in  the  NFL  record  books  and  he  even  made  the  pro  bowl  that  season.  Imagine  if 
Bonds  were  suspended  for  testing  positive?  Not  only  would  he  not  be  allowed  to  play  in 
the  All-Star  game,  but  also  most  members  of  the  media  would  call  for  him  to  be  banned 
from  the  record  books  and  MLB  for  life.  I  don’t  believe  the  criticism  is  because  of  race 
either,  because  I  believe  this  type  of  widespread  racism  no  longer  exists  in  our  country.  If 
Bonds  were  a  white  man,  the  country  would  have  the  same  reaction. 

Bonds  is  an  unpopular  guy  among  media  members  and  people  tend  to  forget  the 
dominating  numbers  he  is  putting  up  today.  When  you  watch  ESPN,  do  you  often  hear 
stories  about  how  Bonds  is  fourth  in  the  National  League  in  home  runs  at  42  or  leads  the 
entire  MLB  in  on  base  percentage  at  .489?  No.  You  don’t.  You  hear  about  how  another 
member  of  the  media  got  yelled  at  by  Bonds  because  he  asked  him,  “Does  it  bother  you  that 
your  numbers  are  beginning  to  decline  coincidentally  when  the  MLB  is  increasing  steroid 
testing?”  Whether  the  man  was  once  on  steroids  or  not,  most  people  would  agree  that  he  is 
today  not  taking  steroids.  It  is  true  that  it  is  still  possible  to  beat  the  system,  but  the  testing 
today  is  much  stricter  than  in  2001,  and  yet  he  is  still  on  pace  for  an  All-Star  season. 

So  before  you  begin  to  condemn  Bonds  and  send  him  to  baseball  purgatory  along 
with  Pete  Rose  and  Rafael  Palmeiro,  stop  paying  attention  to  the  biased  reports  of  the 
baseball  media  and  take  a  look  at  the  facts.  Personally,  I  think  Bonds  probably  did  use 
steroids,  but  none  of  us  knows  how  much  steroids  actually  help  you  swing  a  bat  and  how 
much  his  increase  in  productivity  can  be  attributed  to  steroids.  Therefore,  don’t  be  that 
person  who  pretends  to  be  an  expert  in  medicine  or  on  Bonds  and  accept  the  fact  he  is 
one  of  the  most  dominating  players  in  baseball  history  If  you  want  to  read  an  article  that 
makes  wildly  inane  assumptions  and  poorly  executed  jokes,  read  one  ofjames  Fitzpatrick’s 
(II)  comedy  articles — not  one  that  prides  itself  in  making  arguments  based  on  facts. 
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By  Owyn  Stephens,  I 

_  Sports  Editor 

Let’s  get  the  basics  out  of  the  way. 
The  second-worst  team  in  the  NBA  during 
the  2006-2007  regular  season,  the  Boston 
Celtics  were  awarded  a  mere  38.7  percent 
chance  at  grabbing  either  the  overall  No.  1 
or  2  picks  (the  rights  to  select  Greg  Oden 
and  Kevin  Durant)  in  the  May  22  NBA 
Lottery  At  8:53  p.m.,  as  fate  would  have  it, 
the  Celtics’  logo  appeared  out  of  the  No. 
5  envelope  (the  worst-case  scenario),  and 
fans  everywhere  wondered  “Why  us?”  My 
initial  reaction  was  followed  by 
and  then  finally,  “Well,  at  least  I  still  get 
to  watch  the  Spurs  vs.  Jazz  game  coming 
up  next!”  (or  not).  The  next  day,  after  the 
dust  had  settled  from  the  fallout,  and  after 
I  had  watched  my  beloved  Liverpool  lose 
the  UEFA  Champions  League  final,  I 
managed  to  write  four  burning  questions 
in  the  margins  of  my  Humanities  final 
project  (don’t  worry,  Mrs.  Gray,  I  gave  you 
a  new  copy)  concerning  my  embattled  C’s. 
They  are  as  follows: 

•  Should  the  C’s  trade  the  No.  5 


draft  pick? 

•  Should  the  C’s  deal  Paul  Pierce? 

•  Are  the  C’s  really  cursed,  or  is  it 
more  than  that? 

•  How  good  are  the  ’o7-’o8  C’s  as 
they  stand  now? 

Here  are  my  answers  and  friendly 
suggestions  to  Danny  Ainge,  an  avid 
reader  and  subscriber  to  the  Argo. 

If  Boston  can  deal  the  pick  and  re¬ 
ceive  a  star  in  return  (possibilities  include 
Jermaine  O’Neal  and  Shawn  Marion) 
then,  of  course,  they  should.  For  some 
reason  I  do  not  see  it  happening.  If  Ainge 
can  work  with  some  old  connections  in 
Indiana  (through  former  teammate  and 
friend  Larry  Bird)  and  Phoenix  (used  to 
play  and  coach  there)  then  it  becomes 
feasible.  Yet  I  get  the  sense  that  besides 
Pierce  and  A1  Jefferson,  the  league  is  not 
exactly  clamoring  to  receive  the  pieces 
that  the  C’s  have  to  offer,  and  why  should 
they  be?  A  trade  makes  sense,  but  seems 
highly  unlikely. 

Pierce  is  the  franchise,  andjeffer- 
son,  despite  a  monster  second  half,  isn’t 
quite  ready  to  be  that  guy  just  yet.  What 


has  transpired  in  the  past  two  years  has 
been  an  embarrassment,  and  if  Celtics 
management  think  they  have  the  flex¬ 
ibility  to  trade  Pierce  and  risk  missing  the 
postseason  for  a  third  consecutive  season, 
then  they  might  as  well  pack  their  bags 
in  advance. 

A  curse  is  always  fun  to  believe  in, 
but  in  reality,  there  is  no  such  thing.  Sure, 
there  has  been  some  incredible  bad  luck 
for  the  Celtics  along  the  way  (for  example, 
the  deaths  of  Len  Bias  and  Reggie  Lewis 
and  the  1997  and  2007  lottery  fiascos), 
but  on  the  whole,  since  their  last  cham¬ 
pionship  in  1986,  the  C’s  have  drafted 
poorly,  been  impatient  with  rookies  like 
Chauncey  Billups  and  Joe  Johnson  and 
pulled  off  some  terrible  trades,  such  as 
the  Vin  Baker  and  Sebastian  Telfair  deals. 
Fans  can  complain  all  they  want  about  a 
supposed  “curse,”  but  good  teams  make 
their  own  luck. 

Sure,  Pierce  and  Jefferson  are  both 
good  for  a  combined  40-50  points  on  any 
given  night,  but  it  is  the  rest  of  the  team 
that  frightens  me.  D-West,  Perk  and  Ryan 
Gomes  are  all  role  players.  Gerald  Green 


needs  to  learn  the  terms  “offensive  rota¬ 
tion,”  “pick  n’  roll”  and  “team  defense” 
before  he  supposedly  becomes  the  next 
Tracy  McGrady.  Telfair  is  halfway  out  the 
door  as  a  Celtic  and  halfway  in  as  star  of 
the  next  ANDi  mix  tape.  Tony  Allen  is 
the  great  enigma  health-wise.  I  like  Allen, 
because  if  he  is  not  scoring,  then  he  is 
defending.  Rajon  Rondo  was  fun  to  watch 
at  times  last  season,  but  unless  he  spends 
more  time  practicing  his  jump  shot  and 
free  throw  shooting,  then  don’t  count  on 
him  developing  much  beyond  the  seventh- 
man  role.  Overall,  as  this  team  currently 
stands,  look  for  nothing  more  than  35  to 
40  wins. 

This  is  the  make-or-break  year 
for  Doc  Rivers  and  Ainge.  I  am  tired  of 
hearing  the  same  old  nonsense  from  the 
both  of  them,  because  it  disgraces  what 
this  franchise  supposedly  stands  for  and 
mocks  the  loyal  fans  that  are  left.  It  is 
time  for  results  and  if  not,  then  it  was  nice 
knowing  you,  Danny  Enough  is  enough. 
Red  Auerbach  is  rolling  in  his  grave  and 
if  you  can’t  stop  the  incessant  losing,  then 
somebody  else  will. 


Patriots  Create  Playoff-Bound  Powerhouse 


By  Marshall  Caldera,  III 

Staff  Writer 


Sate  bet.  Guaranteed.  A  can'fmiss. 
All  of  these  terms  come  to  mind  as  your 
mouth  waters  looking  at  the  Patriots’ 
revamped  roster  for  the  2007  season.  For 
now,  it  seems  they  could  not  have  done 
any  better  and  had  made  no  mistakes. 
They  acquired  everyone  they  wanted 
and  made  good  trades  on  draft  day  The 
fact  that  they  significantly  improved  an 
already  very  good  team  that  was  a  few 
dropped  passes  away  from  another  Super 
Bowl  is  promising.  Unless  Tom  Brady  goes 
down  (knock  on  wood),  they  seem  primed 
to  take  in  another  ring  this  year. 

The  biggest  improvements  came 
from  the  wide  receiver  position.  The 
Patriots  boosted  last  year’s  makeshift 
bunch  into  perhaps  one  of  the  top  receiv¬ 
ing  corps  in  the  NFL.  They  were  able  to 
acquire  names  such  as  Randy  Moss  and 
Donte  Stallworth,  along  with  solid  pick¬ 
ups  in  Kelley  Washington  and  Wes  Welker, 
who  is  a  great  third  down,  possession-type 
receiver.  The  only  red  flag  in  this  area  is, 
of  course,  Randy  Moss,  given  his  shaky 


character  history.  He,  however,  seems 
motivated  enough  to  behave,  as  shown 
in  his  taking  a  three  million  dollar  pay- 
cut  and  the  fact  that  he  is  coming  into 
a  winning  program  such  as  the  Patriots’. 
The  question  is  whether  his  ego  can  deal 
with  servin 
as  a  decoy  fo 
certain  plays  i 
the  Patriots  o 
fense.  His  pres 
ence  will  create 
great  one-on- 
one  match-up 
for  Stallworth 
who,  like  Moss, 
provides  grea 
playmaking 
abilities  and| 
speed.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  having  Randy  also  opens  up  the 
running  game  due  to  a  shift  of  attention 
further  down  field.  If  he  truly  wants  to 
win,  this  should  not  be  a  problem. 

Another  area  significantly  affected 
by  offseason  moves  was  the  line-backing 
corps,  which  will  look  fresh  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  Adalius  Thomas  to  an  already  im¬ 


pressive  group.  Thomas  is  known  for  his 
knowledge  of  the  playbook  (nicknamed 
“The  Coordinator”)  and  versatility,  having 
the  ability  to  play  safety  if  needed.  Along 
with  Roosevelt  Colvin,  Mike  Vrabel,  Tedy 
Bruschi,  Junior  Seau  and  the  best  front 
three  in  the 
league — Ty 
Warren,  Vince 
Wilfork  and 
Richard  Sey¬ 
mour —  this 
group  will  put 
a  large  amount 
of  pressure 
on  opposing 
quarterbacks 
ffiwhile  taking 
,  Jpressure  off 
of  a  hopefully 
healthy  secondary.  Other  solid  bench 
moves  include  the  addition  of  tight  end 
Kyle  Brady,  a  polished  blocker,  and  Sam 
Morris  at  running  back. 

As  for  the  draft,  a  few  of  their 
first  day  picks  were  used  on  trades  or  as 
compensation  for  free  agent  signings, 
including  the  deals  for  Moss  and  Welker. 


Their  first  pick  at  number  24,  however, 
was  used  on  safety  Brandon  Meriweather 
out  of  Miami,  who  is  comparable  to  the 
size  of  Asante  Samuel  with  great  football 
smarts.  He  may  be  taking  over  the  free 
safety  spot  at  some  point,  moving  Eugene 
Wilson  back  to  cornerback  where  he  is 
most  comfortable.  Their  next  pick,  com¬ 
ing  in  the  fourth  round,  was  used  to  nab 
Kareem  Brown,  another  Miami  Hurricane 
space-filler  who  can  give  Ty  Warren  a  rest 
when  needed.  In  those  draft  day  deals, 
Belicheck  worked  his  magic,  landing  the 
49ers  the  first  round  pick  of  2008  and 
giving  the  Patriots  two  first  round  picks 
next  year  as  they  did  this  year. 

All  of  these  additions,  along  with 
other  AFC  East  teams  making  more  big 
mistakes  than  big  moves — for  example, 
Miami  passing  on  Brady  Quinn— has 
the  New  England’s  team  as  the  odds-on 
favorite  to  add  another  championship  to 
this  impressive  dynasty.  Can  you  feel  the 
Lombardi  Trophy  in  your  hands  already? 
Are  you  ready  for  another  deep  trip  into 
the  playoffs?  Well,  brace  yourselves  for  the 
ride,  Pats  fans,  and  enjoy  witnessing  one 
of  the  greatest  dynasties  of  all  time. 


College  Football  Only  A  Summer  Away 

By  Mike  Rambo,  II 

Contributing  Writer 


It’s  June,  and  spring  practices  have 
come  and  gone,  so  it  is  time  for  some 
predictions  for  the  upcoming  season. 

National  Championship  Watch 
List 

•  University  of  Florida  Gators 

•  University  of  Southern 
California  Trojans 

•  University  of  Louisville 
Cardinals 

•  University  of  Texas  Longhorns 

•  West  Virginia  University 
Mountaineers 

In  order  for  the  Florida  Gators  to 
emerge  as  National  Champions  again  this 
season,  they  would  need  to  remain  unde¬ 
feated  throughout  a  tough  SEC  schedule, 
which  will  be  nearly  impossible  to  repeat. 
There  is  a  lot  of  excitement  for  the  Tim 
Tebow  era  in  Gainesville,  but  I  believe 
that  his  weak  arm  strength  will  limit 
Florida’s  versatile  offense.  For  USC  to 
make  a  title  run,  John  David  Booty  must 
improve  greatly  to  make  up  for  the  loss 
of  key  players  such  as  Dwayne  Jarrett  and 


Steve  Smith.  Because  the  Pac-io’s  ability 
has  caught  up  to  USC,  however,  they 
will  not  make  it  through  their  schedule 
without  at  least  one  loss.  The  Louisville 
Cardinals  have  a  shot  at  National  Cham¬ 
pionship  glory,  but  golden  boy  Brian 
Bhrom  will  not  be  enough  offense  for 
Louisville  to  overcome  the  departures  of 
head  coach  Bobby  Petrino  and  running 
back  Michael  Bush.  In  my  opinion,  Texas 
will  finish  the  regular  season  undefeated, 
including  a  victory  against  Oklahoma  in 
the  Red  River  Shootout  and  a  victory 
in  the  Big  12  Championship  this  season 
behind  the  maturing  Colt  McCoy.  But 
they  will  deal  with  their  first  loss  in 
the  National  Title  Game  against  this 
season’s  National  Champions,  the  West 
Virginia  University  Mountaineers.  You 
heard  it  here  first.  West  Virginia  will  win 
the  National  Championship  because  of 
a  high-octane  and  starstudded  offense 
featuring  Pat  White  as  quarterback  and 
Steve  Slaton  as  tailback. 

The  Heisman  Trophy  has  morphed 
into  being  an  award  for  the  best  skill 
position  player  on  the  best  team  instead 
of  being  the  award  for  the  best  player  in 
college  football.  If  the  best  player  in  col¬ 
lege  football  were  to  receive  the  1  leisman 


Trophy,  this  year’s  winner  would  be  Left 
Tackle  Michael  Oher  of  Ole  Miss.  He’s  a 
monster.  But  since  it  is  nearly  impossible 
for  him  to  win,  here  are  the  preseason 
candidates  for  the  Heisman  Trophy: 

Heisman  Trophy  Watch  List 

•John  David  Booty 

•  Tim  Tebow 

•  Percy  Harvin 

•  Brian  Bhrom 

•  Ian  Johnson 

•  Matt  Ryan 

•  Steve  Slaton 

John  David  Booty  will  not  win  the 
Heisman  because  he  is  not  particularly 
good  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that 
USC  won’t  be  undefeated  and  USC  lost 
too  many  weapons  for  Booty  to  put  up 
spectacular  numbers.  Tim  Tebow  will 
not  win  the  Heisman  because  unlike 
most  quarterbacks,  he  can’t  throw.  His 
teammate  Slot  Receiver/Running  Back 
Percy  Harvin  will  not  be  able  to  dominate 
because  teams  in  the  SEC  are  just  too 
athletic  and  Florida  will  not  be  unde¬ 
feated.  For  these  reasons  neither  Booty  or 
Tebow  will  win.  Louisville’s  Brian  Bhrom 
has  a  chance  to  win  the  Heisman  if  the 


Cards  defeat  Rutgers  and  West  Virginia, 
but  the  players  around  Bhrom  are  too 
inexperienced  and  new  head  coach  Steve 
Kragthorpe  will  need  too  much  time  to 
adjust  to  coaching  in  a  big  time  college 
football  environment  for  Bhrom  to  have 
this  chance.  Boise  State’s  running  back 
Ian  Johnson  is  a  trendy  choice  as  a  dark 
horse  candidate  if  he  gains  well  over  2,000 
yards.  Local  star  Matt  Ryan  will  certainly 
gain  some  consideration  when  Heisman 
ballots  are  turned  in,  but  he  must  have  an 
incredible  statistical  showing  this  season 
in  order  to  sway  the  judges.  Also,  BC  must 
win  the  ACC  and  earn  a  National  Champi¬ 
onship  berth  for  him  to  win  the  Heisman. 
This  does  not  seem  likely  because  they 
lack  offensive  puissance  and  are  changing 
to  a  zone  blocking  offensive  scheme  under 
new  head  coach  Jeff  Jagodzinski. 

So  who  will  win  this  year’s  Heisman 
Trophy?  West  Virginia  running  back  Steve 
Slaton  will,  that’s  who.  Slaton,  a  speed 
demon  who  heads  a  veteran  Mountaineer 
offense,  looks  to  improve  his  1744  rushing 
yards,  18  total  touchdowns  and  staggering 
7.0  yards  a  carry  while  leading  West  Vin 
ginia  to  a  National  Championship  victory 
You  heard  it  here  first,  folks:  this  is  the 
Mountaineers’  year. 


+ 


